
Two EA-6B Prowlerslaunched on
an over-water, defensive tactics (DEF-
TAC) training flight to regain one of
the pilots’ DEFTAC aircrew currency.
The electronic countermeasures offi-
cer (ECMO) 1, in the right front seat,
was the instructor, and ECMOs 2 and
3 occupied the rear seats of the
mishap aircraft.

After some routine maneuvering in
the working area, the Prowlerssepa-
rated to set up for a head-on engage-
ment. The aircraft then turned toward
each other and merged at 375 knots
and 16,000 feet.

The pilot in training began a steep,
descending left turn after the merge,
with 100 degrees angle of bank, 15
degrees nose down. After 115 degrees
of turn it appeared the pilot was expe-
riencing either G-LOC—loss of con-
sciousness due to G forces—or med-
ical incapacitation. Angle of bank
increased to 150 degrees and the nose
dropped further, nearly 60 degrees.

The flight leader in the second
Prowlerradioed, “Watch the deck.
Knock it off, deck.” There was no
acknowledgment.

Descending through 5,000 feet, the
out-of-control EA-6B rolled wings
level. Speed brakes remained retracted
and the aircraft penetrated an under-
cast. Shortly thereafter, command ejec-
tion was initiated. ECMOs 2 and 3

ejected successfully, although they sus-
tained compression fractures and flail
injuries due to the high speed of the
aircraft and improper body positioning.

ECMO 1 ejected and achieved
parachute deployment but was fatally
injured when the left canopy release
assembly slapped the left rear of his
helmet. The pilot was lost at sea with
the aircraft.

GGrraammppaaww  PPeettttiibboonnee  ssaayyss::

TThhiiss  fflliigghhtt  hhaadd  ““ ttrroouubbllee  aahheeaadd””
wwrriitttteenn  aallll  oovveerr  iitt  bbeeffoorree  tthhee  ccrreeww
lleefftt  tthhee  rreeaaddyy  rroooomm  ffoorr  tthhee  fflliigghhtt
lliinnee.. TThhee  ppiilloott  wwaass  rreeqquuiirreedd  ttoo

hhaavvee  aann  oouutt--ooff--ccoonnttrroolllleedd--fflliigghhtt
ooppeerraattiioonnaall  fflliigghhtt  ttrraaiinneerr  ppeerriioodd  aanndd
aann  aaeerroobbaattiiccss  fflliigghhtt  wwiitthhiinn  sseevveenn
ddaayyss  ooff  tthhee  DDEEFFTTAACC,,  bbuutt  rreecceeiivveedd
nneeiitthheerr!!  PPlluuss,,  EECCMMOO  11’’ ss  iinnssttrruuccttoorr
qquuaalliiffiiccaattiioonn  hhaadd  llaappsseedd  ssiixx  mmoonntthhss
eeaarrlliieerr..  WWee’’ llll  nneevveerr  kknnooww  wwhhaatt  aaccttuu--
aallllyy  iimmmmoobbiilliizzeedd  tthhee  ppiilloott..

SSeeeemmss  ttoo  OOllee  GGrraammppss  tthhee  ccrreeww
jjuusstt  ggoott  ccoommppllaacceenntt——aanndd  tthhaatt  lleedd  ttoo
ddeellaayyeedd  aaccttiioonn  iinn  tthhee  sskkyy..  CCaann’’ tt  ddoo
tthhaatt  iinn  aa  hhiigghh--ppeerrffoorrmmaannccee  jjeett..  TThhee
ssqquuaaddrroonn  wwaass  ssllaacckk,,  ttoooo,,  iinn  lleettttiinn’’
tthhee  ffll iigghhtt  ggoo  iinn  tthhee  ffiirrsstt  ppllaaccee..

II  kknnooww  oouurr  ttrrooooppss  aarree  wwoorrkkiinn’’
hhaarrddeerr  tthhaann  eevveerr  oouutt  tthheerree..  WWee’’ rree
ggooiinn’’   tthhrroouugghh  ssoommee  ttoouugghh  ttiimmeess  iinn
NNaavvaall  AAiirr  wwiitthh  tthhee  ddeemmaannddiinngg  ooppeerr--
aattiioonnaall  tteemmppoo,,  aammoonngg  ootthheerr  tthhiinnggss..
BBuutt  aallll  tthhee  mmoorree  rreeaassoonn  ttoo  ggoo  bbyy  tthhee
bbooookk..  WWee’’ vvee  ggoott  ttoo  aavvooiidd  ssuucchh  hhoorr--
rroorr  sshhoowwss  aass  tthhiiss!!
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