Cross-Country

From: Lt P.D. Que, 1310/USN

To: Commanding Officer,
Observation ﬂ;]lm-{r-m One
Subj:  Leave, Request tor

I. ltis respeetfully requested that | be
granted 10 days’ leave.
2. 1t granted, my address will be:

200 Elm Street

Podunk. Pennsylvania
3. leis turther requested that | be de
tailed aircraft NO-1 =4820 which is
.H“"'-'i\ﬁ_.”\'\l o fhi.s .'\L!'llddfl)'[l. [T \\«'1![ l"L'
used for the purpose ol practicing
from  here o

Cross-country flving

Padunk and return

Very respectfully,
fsf P. D-Que

Because it was 4 normal request. it
was approved and leave was granted
P.D. drew 4 cross-country pack from
and

-J[u'l'.ltiunh proc ceded with  his

mission, Iln due course, he returned
trom leave retreshed and with a beau
tiful tan.

Sometime L‘ztcr. the :skipp'm called
Lt, Que into his office tor some ex-
planations. The aireraft log book and a
pi]t‘ of fuel chits were on his desk.
| The log was up to date and the chits
were all properly completed. | The C.0.
looked up at him and said, “Seriously,
Licutenant, there are some things here
that | would like explained. What is
this Charlie’s pas Podunk.
Ba?"

“Well, sir. vou see.”

pilll]p Al

the heutenant
explained, “"Podunk doesn't have a
landing ticld, so 1 lunded in a cow pas-
turde on r}w L’ngl.‘ of town, It l)ulmi‘-_,-;,\ (8]
a friend, and he said 1 could use it. He
agreed that when 1 tlew over his house.
he'd BO out and chase all rhu COWs into
one corner ol the field while | landed.
[ Good
Charlic’s gas pump is just down the

torethought  and  planning. |
road a picce and, since the shenff is
my uncle, it was casily arranged to taxi
down and fill up.”
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“I see,” the skipper said, “bur why
all these pmrr.h L ﬂig_',!ll.\ every \1.|}'
The

that one. too,

lieutenant had the answer to
“You see, sir, Podunk is
way inland, and they don't know
much .':bmlt thL‘ N;t\-‘) or tll;.t we even
fave .IiT'IJl.iTIU\\ in the Navy: so | not
Urﬂ} krp[ up my l]‘\'in}; skills while on
1c.1\'c. but also flew over town to l(:l
them read the ULS, Navy on the side of
the airplanc. 1t was all good public
relations for the N.z\')‘.h |TWn birds
with one stone, |

With this the C.O. reached under
his desk and pulled out a crumpled
cardboard sign. “What about this sign
that was tound in the baggage com-
partment of your p[dlm?" Crudc]}*
hand lettered thereon were the words:

SEE PODUNK FROM THE AIR
55.00 A HOP
Z00OM YOUR HOUSE
$2.00 EXTRA

The barn door was closed the next
day with the posting of the following
order:

From: Commanding Officer,

Gramedu PETTIBONE

Observation Squadron One
All Pilots
Flying regulations,

Ta:

Sub;j:
Publication of

I_ “l'll_‘.llrm_ !\ili}(!\ [.II\'!JI_-_; N;l\:_\ i1f.1lll.‘~.

on IL‘:I\-‘t‘ \-Vi” Tt 1'L!|‘(".I[. nd |..I{‘§\‘ Llp

passengers for hire.

Well. singe
Don’t think this didn’t really happen.

W, T, DOOR

Grampaw Pettibone says:

my ol gray whiskers!

cuz it really did, albeit a few vears
I\Jll\,

Things like that don’t happen any-
niore, you say. Oh, but they do. Well,
not exactly, but how abour the Marine
warrant officer who took his aged fam-
ily relatives For a short air taxi in his
H-537 Wiped our the Sea Stallion
when he backed into another helicop-
ter. Luckily, his family sutfered only
IMINOF juries.

Or, how "bout the Marine captain
who just recently buzzed his uncle's
farm in the Middle West in his OV-10
Bronco? He bought that farm when his
wing tip hit a tree.

What abour the
who practiced his own one-man air

Navy lieutenant
show to the amusement of the many?
He (lew wing on airliners, made low
passes under power lines, performed
acrobatics in the eraffic pattern. ete.,
violating practically every good rule in
the book with no one making any
such
escapades to a halt uncl one day he

effort  whatsoever o bring
Lailed to complete a dirty roll im-
mediately after takeollin his A4,

And 1 only hear about the ones that
end tragically. Gol durn immarure
licele kids, chat's what they are. There
are two approaches to bringing such
things under control. The reasonable
one of appealing to cach pilot's sense
ol responsibility, his pride of pro-
fessionalism,  his not
needlessly jeopardizing the taxpayers'

patriotism in

dollars, his personal concern for his
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family in not recklessly risking his own
life to cause them suflering. This
approach has been and is being vsed
with only partial success today. The
other approach is the “big brother”
one. the “two-man rule” — constant,
continuous, personal command super-
vision over all flight activities from
takeoft to landing. It is coming, and it
may be the answer. Our country can-
not atford the carnage of one life,
$1.000,000, de-
stroyed every day of the year in the
Navy and Marine Corps. Highly pre-
ventable accidents account f
third of this total,

(Reprint from NANews, May 1971.)

and one aircraft

for one

Spotless Flyer Flames Out

On his first flight in the T-2C, the
student took contrel after liftoff and
proceeded to the operating arca. He
completed the FAM portion of the
ﬂigill and then headed Itrw.'ll‘d home
base to shoot a hi-tacan approach,
missed approach and GCA o a full
stop, intending to land with 1,000
pou nds of fuel remaining,

Following the missed approach, the
aireraft was vectored into the GCA
pattern. At four miles from landing,
tower directed a 360-degree turn 1o
avoid VFR rtraffic. Completing the
turn, the pilot requested a full stop
but thc tower t:|t‘.:4rcd him far a 1UW
approach only (duty runway fouled)
tollowed by a wave-oft. The duty
munwiy was blocked with a T-2C tow
tractor being equipped with a gunnery

banner. The other runways  were
closed for resurtfacing,
Turning  downwind  after  this

second  missed  approach. the pilot
noted 600 pounds of fuel remaining.
He switched VFR to tower, where he
wis directed to continue upwind to
follow another T-2C. Arriving abeam,
the pilot called for a touch-and-go,
then corrected his call to a full stop
and was again waved off for fouled
deck. The pilot queried the tawer as to
the expected delay and was advised of
i two to three-minute delay.

Two minutes later. he asked rower
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about the delay and was again advised
that
mimites, The tower then questioned
him as to his fuel state, His response
wis “low fuel.”
wished to declare minimum fuel and

it would be two to three more

Tower asked if he

an “aftirm.” Tower advised
follow the T-2C

received

him to ahead and

proceed downwind. The pilor asked if

he could cut in front of the other
=20,

The banner tow plane pilot, over
hearing the conversation, asked him
for his fuel Response, 400
pmlnds. The banner piiot then asked
tower if the low fuel aireraft could
13R. Tower replied  that
it was closed. Banner pilot stated,
“It's not closed for cmergencies.”
Twenty seconds later. he asked about

state.

|d llLl on

using the 35 runway and was told that

“35R was closed for resurfacing, and

35L fauled wit}l
Tower eleared the low state aireraft to
turn inside the T-2C. The pilot noted
his' fuel state 1o be 150-200 pounds
just prior to the
Tower the

wias tow  banner.

abeam
Tow
takeofl (after 13.5 minutes of fouled
deck) and cleared the low state for

position.

cleared tractor  for

full stop. Thirty seconds later, while
turning to final, the p'lir)t informed
tower that the #1 engine had flamed
out, At 200 feet altitude, stll tirning,
he went to tull power, hit his ignitors,
and continued the upprt)ach. At 100
feer alttude, #2 engine flamed out.
The pilot evaluated his sink rate. air-
5pca:-:l and other possibilities, and
decided not to eject. The aircraft
landed in tall grass 225 feet short of
the runway. sheared off the landing
gear, and slid to a stop 85 feet short
of the runway. The crew exited
unharmed.

e

@ Grampaw Pettibone says:
i X
il

Holy foolhardy flameouts! This is
enough o make old pilots cry and
young ones jecr! .

That this accident was pilot error
gous without saying. Of interest here
is the reason why. This pilot erred by
thinking he could make it rather than
declare an emergency or anything
for that matter, To believe that an
instructor  pilot  would orbit home
field until fuel was exhausted is ludi-
crous, To brief other pilots not to do
same  (as endorser  so
mended) would bring only jeers and
gutfaws from the ready room.

This pilot was reluctant to have his
name  associated with any kind of
incident, not (m|)-r those that migh[
reflect upon  his judgment bur also
those involving equipment  malfunc-
tion. He stated he had reached a point
in his carcer where he had to decide
whether to stay in the Navy or resign

one recome-

to seek civiian employment (aviation
assumed), He
preserve his spotless record that he

wids S0 anxious  to
decided nor to declare an emergency.
With this kind of thinking, it's only a
matter of rime before vour luck runs
out, gents. The sad part of it all is that
too olten it leaves someone else hold-
ing the bag, or in the bag. The lesson
to be learned here is that the pilot
in command must confess to himsell
that a problem exists and aggressively
demand assistance when the program
gets off track.

You
mercial aviation is not interested in
drivers with this philosophy — nor is
anybody else. Particularly not Old
Gramps whose flying these days is
done mostly in airliners,

can rest assurcd [}12][ Coim-



