











AV-8B Completes
Bombing Mission

measured at nearly three flight hours between failures, compared with less than
one flight hour between failures for the F-4 and A-7; its maintainability was
measured at 25 to 50 percent fewer direct maintenance hours per flight hour.
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McDonneil Douglas Corporation

This swarm of Hornets from air test and evaluation squadrons at China Lake and Point
Mugu, Calif., cruises the Nevada skies in tight formation.

The AV-8B Harrier Il recently demonstrated the ability to fly 422 nautical
miles, release seven 570-pound bombs and return to base without refueling. The
two-hour, 13-minute sortie was flown from the Naval Air Test Center, Patuxent
River, Md., by McDonnell Douglas AV-8B project test pilot Charlie Plummer,
and chased by Major R. Cabana, USMC. The flight began with a 700-foot short
takeoff to a high-low-high mission profile which inciuded entering a simulated
target area, releasing the bombs and returning to base.

The AV-8B that Plummer flew is a full-scale development (FSD) aircraft that
is used to flight test many aspects of the Harrier /s performance. It carried
approximately 800 pounds of flight test instrumentation that will not be in the
production aircraft.

Starting in the fall of 1983, the Marine Corps plans to take delivery of the
first of 336 Av-8Bs.

McDonnell Douglas Corporation

This Harrier |1 carried the heaviest load yet recorded by an AV-8B when it took off with a
gross weight of 29 664 pounds.








































































Above, the HU-16 Albatross has been an
effective search-and-rescue workhorse
since 1955, Left, the Coast Guard began
acquiring Convair C-131As in 1976 and
employed them as interim replacements
for the aging HU-16s, Both these aircraft
have now been retired and will be replaced
by the Guardian.

































































































