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the history…

The Hampton Roads Naval Museum first opened August 31, 1979 on Naval Station Norfolk in the Pennsylvania House, an original structure from the 1907 Jamestown Exposition and a replica of Philadelphia’s Independence Hall.   During this time, the museum’s exhibits included artifacts pertaining to the naval heritage of Hampton Roads, art of historical significance to the Navy, and vintage historical photographs.  

In 1986, the Mayor of Norfolk formally invited the U.S. Navy to relocate its museum to a planned maritime center in downtown Norfolk.  In 1994, the Hampton Roads Naval Museum and Nauticus, the National Maritime Center, forged a mutually beneficial partnership when both opened to the public June 1 on Norfolk’s Elizabeth River waterfront.  With its new location, the Hampton Roads Naval Museum saw attendance figures more than double, greatly aiding in its mission to serve as both a community outreach center for the Navy and an educational facility for Hampton Roads and its visitors.

While the museum’s location and exhibits have changed, its ideals have not.  Today, with the help of a dedicated staff and enthusiastic, knowledgeable volunteers, the Hampton Roads Naval Museum continues to fulfill its mission to be a fun, exciting and educational community outreach tool.  Through a variety of programs including family fun activities, SOL-based learning programs, and audio-visual tours, the museum provides visitors with a genuinely enjoyable experience wherein they can learn about the rich history of the U.S. Navy and its importance to the Hampton Roads area.  Because the Hampton Roads Naval Museum remains an asset of the Navy and is funded by the American people, our museum is free of charge.

