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from the director…
The Hampton Roads Naval Museum introduces guests to over two centuries of naval activity in and around the great harbors of Hampton Roads, Virginia.  One of ten officially operated U.S. Navy museums, reporting to the Naval History and Heritage Command, the facility showcases over 50 exhibits including a priceless collection of naval ship models, nineteenth century naval artwork and underwater archaeological finds from the American Civil War.  Visitors to the museum encounter the history of the Navy in Hampton Roads beginning with the story of the common sailor during the Revolutionary War, all the way to life aboard today’s floating city – the modern aircraft carrier.  Additionally, a talented staff of historical interpreters and impersonators brings that history to life.

In addition to self-guided tours, the museum offers hands-on exhibits, volunteer-guided tours, and Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL)-based school programs.  The museum also houses a naval history research library open to the public by appointment.

Located on the second floor of Nauticus on Norfolk’s beautiful downtown waterfront, the Hampton Roads Naval Museum offers free admission.

For media inquiries, or to schedule interviews, tours, photo opportunities, etc., please contact Susanne Greene at 757-322-2986 or susanne.greene@navy.mil.  For additional information, please visit our website at www.hrnm.navy.mil.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth A. Poulliot

Director, Hampton Roads Naval Museum

the history…

The Hampton Roads Naval Museum first opened August 31, 1979 on Naval Station Norfolk in the Pennsylvania House, an original structure from the 1907 Jamestown Exposition and a replica of Philadelphia’s Independence Hall.   During this time, the museum’s exhibits included artifacts pertaining to the naval heritage of Hampton Roads, art of historical significance to the Navy, and vintage historical photographs.  

In 1986, the Mayor of Norfolk formally invited the U.S. Navy to relocate its museum to a planned maritime center in downtown Norfolk.  In 1994, the Hampton Roads Naval Museum and Nauticus, the National Maritime Center, forged a mutually beneficial partnership when both opened to the public June 1 on Norfolk’s Elizabeth River waterfront.  With its new location, the Hampton Roads Naval Museum saw attendance figures more than double, greatly aiding in its mission to serve as both a community outreach center for the Navy and an educational facility for Hampton Roads and its visitors.

While the museum’s location and exhibits have changed, its ideals have not.  Today, with the help of a dedicated staff and enthusiastic, knowledgeable volunteers, the Hampton Roads Naval Museum continues to fulfill its mission to be a fun, exciting and educational community outreach tool.  Through a variety of programs including family fun activities, SOL-based learning programs, and audio-visual tours, the museum provides visitors with a genuinely enjoyable experience wherein they can learn about the rich history of the U.S. Navy and its importance to the Hampton Roads area.  Because the Hampton Roads Naval Museum remains an asset of the Navy and is funded by the American people, our museum is free of charge.

on display…


USS Wisconsin Silver Service 

· The exhibit is located on the landing between the first and second floors of Nauticus, adjacent to the Hampton Roads Naval Museum.  

Battle Off the Virginia Capes

· The American Revolution in Hampton Roads, with particular focus on the critical Battle Off the Virginia Capes, is the theme of this exhibit.  

Battle of Hampton Roads and the Civil War

· The museum devotes a large portion of its gallery to events in Hampton Roads during the American Civil War.  Featured artifacts of this exhibit include items from USS Cumberland, and the ironclad CSS Virginia.
The Steel Navy and the Spanish-American War

· Hampton Roads supported the construction of a new steel Navy in the late 1880’s and played a decisive role in the Spanish-American War.  Features on display include the original builder’s model of the ill-fated USS Maine, a model of the torpedo boat USS Winslow, and a real Spanish torpedo captured by American Naval forces.

1907: Jamestown Exposition and the Great White Fleet

· 1907 was a year of great celebration in Hampton Roads with the opening of a world’s fair at Sewells Point called the Jamestown Exposition.  On display are several artifacts and antiques that one could have purchased while at the 1907 fair.  At the end of this historic year, the “Great White Fleet” made its voyage from Hampton Roads.

World War I and the Beginnings of Naval Station Norfolk

· Upon entry into World War I, President Wilson authorized the Navy to purchase land around Sewells Point for a new U.S. Naval Base.  The museum has a host of artifacts from this era including a mine built for the North Sea Mine Barrage, a model of Eugene Ely’s Hudson Flyer, and military uniforms from the time period.

Battle of the Atlantic and World War II

· Hampton Roads served as the front line for one of the most critical battles of                       World War II– The Battle of the Atlantic.  This exhibit includes battle-related memorabilia in addition to interactive displays and newsreel films.  

The Modern Navy

· The history of the U.S. Navy continues today, as does the museum’s exhibits dedicated to that history.  Visitors will encounter models of the carrier USS America, the American submarine USS Norfolk, and the A-6 Intruder fighter jet.

educational programs…

The Hampton Roads Naval Museum offers twelve Virginia Standards of Learning (SOL)-based programs for schools, summer camp visitors, and other special interest groups.

Life at Sea
· We are all familiar with the accomplishments of the great explorers of the Age of Sail, but what was life like for the common sailor?  Students in this program actively participate by examining clothes, reenacting chores done by the era’s sailors, and using 18th century replicas of tools for those chores.  

Blacks in Blue

· Since the American Revolution, African-Americans have served in the U.S. Navy with distinction, valor and dignity in the face of discrimination and conflict.  Through          hands-on activities, students have the unique opportunity to adopt the roles of 

       American World War II gun crewmen and learn about our African-American Naval     

       heroes, equality issues, and obstacles endured.

The Hunter, Hunted, and the Homefront

· In conjunction with Norfolk’s MacArthur Memorial, this program teaches students about the involvement of submarines and battleships during World War II.  Students act as submarine captains in a role-playing periscope activity, take an interactive tour of USS Wisconsin, and discover how the ship’s World War II-era weapons systems operated.    

Over There: U.S. Navy Propaganda Posters of World War I
· Propaganda posters were an effective tool to captivate the American public during the     

      early twentieth century. With emphasis on primary source analysis, students will use the   

      posters as a lens to comprehend the key causes and impacts of the First World War.
Past and Present

· One of the most important lessons young children learn as they begin their education is the distinction between events or objects from long ago and today. Designed for children in Kindergarten and First Grade, students identify and distinguish roles of the U.S. Navy from past and present times. 

Discovery of the Enigma Code

· In 1942, German U-boats wreaked havoc in the Atlantic Ocean, destroying over 600,000 tons of allied merchant shipping. In an effort to curtail their losses at sea, the Allies tasked hundreds of their best and most brilliant minds to help break Germany’s secret Enigma Code. Students will grasp the mystery of the fight against the German Enigma machine.  
Underwater Archaeology

· Using methods from history, historical archaeology, and primary source analysis, students will use the mysterious sinking of a ship to explain the science behind underwater archaeology.     
Women in the Navy

· For decades prior to their 1994 inclusion on combat ships, women played a pivotal role, both officially and unofficially, in the U.S. Navy. From the sanction of nurses along the Mississippi River in the Civil War to the first female fighter pilots onboard aircraft carriers, women have withstood trials, tribulations and triumphs in the face of adversity.  
Steel Navy

· Follow the historical Steel Navy’s voyage around the world which began right here in Norfolk! Students will analyze contemporary political cartoons, discuss the Fleet’s voyage from political and geographical perspectives, and learn how to navigate from port to port using the lines of latitude and longitude.    
Cartoon Propaganda in WWII
During the Second World War, citizens of the United States employed every available resource to defeat the Axis powers. From weapons manufacturing to scrap metal drives, every American answered the call to help out the Allies. The film and print industries were no exception. Students will examine and interpret cartoons on film and in print from the World War II era.


The Battle of Hampton Roads

· Reading from a first-hand account of the Battle of Hampton Roads, students reenact the battle on an oversized floor map, visualizing what it was like to battle on iron and wooden ships during the American Civil War. Each student has a role, and the team works together to discover the mysteries that this time capsule holds.
Historical Interpreters

· To supplement the gallery tour, the museum has an historical interpreter in full character costume that may be seen on a rotating schedule.  Characters portrayed in the first-person include:

Civil War Federal Navy Enlisted Sailor

Civil War Confederate Naval Line Officer

Civil War Confederate Flag Officer, Samuel Barron III

Military Ceremonies

· The Hampton Roads Naval Museum offers space within the museum and aboard the battleship Wisconsin to serve as a venue for military ceremonies such as reenlistments, retirements and memorial services.  These ceremonies usually take place on a daily basis and are always of interest to visitors.  To obtain additional information on these military ceremonies, please call our Ceremonies Coordinator at 757-322-3106.
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