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ARLINGTON'S SHIP'S HISTORY 1969

As the new year began, the USS ARLINGTON was enroute from Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii, to Subic Bay, P.I. where she arrived on 13 January. She departed
for Yankee Station on 15 January and commenced special operations there

on 17 January, providing direct communications support for U, S. Naval
units operating in Tonkin Gulf., ARLINCTON departed the Tonkin Gulf on

6 February bound for Yokosuka, Japan, and upkeep. She remained in Yokosuka
from 12 February until 7 March when she departed for special operations off
eastern and southern Japan and around Okinawa. ARLINGTON was conducting a
special communications survey with Western Pacific Communications Stations.

ARLINGTON then pulled into Sasebo, Japan, for an upkeep period from

17 March until 24 March, Upon departing Sasebo she transited the Taiwan
Straits enroute to Hong Kong, B.C.C. Rest and Recrzation for the crew was
enjoyed in Hong Kong from 28 March until 4 April, with no Shore Patrol
raports, ARLINGTON reportad for her twelfth patrol of Special Operations
on Yankee Station on 6 April., While on patrol ARLINGTON conducted a record
day of personnel transfers with the USS HORNET during which 48 people were
raceived or transferred by helicopter.

On 14 April ARLINGTON departed Yankee Station enroute to Lat. 10-45N,

Long, 108-04E for rendezvous with the USS NEWPORT NEWS (CA 148) to test
Apollo Communication Equipment, After the testing on 15 April she departed
the area headed for Guam, on a route north of Luzon, Philippines. ARLINGTON
arrived at Apra Harbor, Guam, on 22 April for refueling. During the brief
stop at Guam, Captain H, D. MURPHREE, USN, (00904-60) reported aboard for
duty as prospective Commanding Officer., Eight hours later ARLINGTON departed
Guam enroute to Pearl Harbor, Hawaii.

On 1 May Captain H, D. MURPHREE, USN, 389859/1100, relieved Captain

A, P, CARPENTER, USN, 283335/1100, as Commanding Officer at sea. The next
day ARLINGTON arrived in Pearl Harbor and on 3 May reported to CTF 130,
Manned Spacecraft Recovery Force Pacific, for operational control as TU
130.1.3, Primary Landing Area Communications Relay Unit., Her mission con-
sisted of providing HF/UHF relay circuits to the Primary Recovery Ship,

USS PRINCETON (LPH 5). These circuits would connect PRINCETON with CTF 130
in Hawaii and NASA in Houston. On 6 and 7 May ARLINGTON conducted communications
tests and training with USS PRINCETON in the local Hawaiian operating areas
in preparation for the Apollo 10 recovery operations, and upon completion,
returned to Pearl Harbor. On 11 May ARLINGTON departed Pearl Harbor with
USS PRINCETON, OTC and CTG 130.1, Commander Primary Recovery Group, for the
Apollo 10 recovery area, east of Samoa and approximately 2400 miles south of
HAWATTI,

On the fourteenth day of May at Longitude 165°24'W and Latitude 0°0'N, the
Royal High Court of the Raging Main was convened by the County of Equatis,
Domain of Neptunis Rex on the good ship ARLINGTON, All hands participated in
the traditional "crossing the line" ceremonies. ''Pollywogs" were initiated
into the Solemn Mysteries of the Ancient Order of the Deep becoming Trusty
Shellbacks.
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On 18 May the Mid-Pacific Recovery Group arrived on station prepared for
abort rescovery operations during the launch phases of the Apollo 10 Moon
Mission. On 26 May at 0554 local time, the Apollo 10 capsule splashed
down betwzen ARLINGTON and PRINCETON less than three miles from the
Primary Recovery Group., Successful recovery operations followed and the
three astronauts left USS PRINCETON in helicopters at 1400 local time,

On their way to Samoa for further transportation to Hawaii, the astronauts
flew by the ARLINGTON on her starboard side and were salutad by the crew,
ARLINGTON and PRINCETON then departed the racovery area headed for Hawaii,
arriving there on 31 May.

On 4 June ARLINGTON departed Pearl Harbor enroute Midway Island to provide
Communications Support for the Presidential Summit Conference. Two days
later ARLINGTON arrived at Midwav Island. On 8 June President Nixon and
President Thieu of South Vietnam arrived for their meeting., A two hundred
man ARLINGTON Presidential Honor Guard saluted the two Presidents. ARLINGTON
support consisted of ten two-way HF voice paths for press coverage and back-
up teletypewriter channels to Hawaii., After the conference President Thieu
departed about 1400 on 8 June., Before leaving, President Nixon spoke to the
residents of Midway and to many of the ARLINGTON'S crew. On 9 June ARLINGTON
left Midway enroute to Guam. On 15 June ARLINGTON arrived in Guam for a
brief upkeep period and departed for the Tonkin Gulf on 21 June, ARLINGTON
arrived on Yankee Station for the Thirteenth Patrol of Special Operations on
27 June.

On 7 July ARLINGTON left Yankee Station on short notice enroute to Apollo 11
Presidential support operations with a brief fuel stop in Guam. ARLINGTON
arrived Guam on 13 July to receive fuel, supplies, personnel, and helicopter
support equipment and for briefings concerning Presidential support operations.
While in Guam a team from the White House Communications Agsncy was embarked,
bringing with them special communications equipment to support the President's
visit to the Apollo 11 splashdown area., On 15 July the ship departed Guam
enroute Apollo 11 Recovery Area. On 21 July operational control of ARLINGTON
was assumed by CTF 130, Commander Manned Spacacraft Recovery Force Pacific.
ARLINGTON was designated TU 130,1.3, Primary Landing Area Communications Relay
Unit, The mission of CTF 130 was to conduct training, plan and execute search
and recovery operations in order to rescover the Apollo 11 astronauts and command
module safely. An additional mission was to provida search and rascus, air
control and escort support for the Presidential Party Visit to ARLINGTON and to
USS BORNET (CVS 12), Primary Recovery Ship, during Apollo 11 Recovery Operations.
On 21 July ARLINGTON rendezvoused with HORNET for a high speed communication
test., Upon completion the ship proceeded toward Johmston Atoll, anchoring there
on 22 July., Later the same day ARLINGTON conducted day and night helicopter
practice landing operations with two helicopters designated to bring the
Presidential party to ARLINCTON., The next day she launched three boats to
Johnston Atoll with one officer and 13 enlisted to provide space for helicopter
stowage on board and additional surface SAR assets to CJTG 8.6 at Johnston
Atoll, The President of the United States Richard M. Nixon, Secretary of State
Rogers, Dr. Henry Kissinger, Veteran Apollo Astronaut Col, Frank Borman, and
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other membars of the Presidential party totalling twenty one, plus ten pilots
arrived via four helicopters from Johnston Atoll on 23 July at 1736 local

time (+11X)., The crew of the ARLINGTON manned the rail to honor the President.
On arrival President Nixon proceeded through the side-boys and was greeted by
Captain Murphree. Before going below the President spoke briefly to the

ship's company. President Nixon noted that this was the first time he, a
former Naval Officer, had spent the night aboard a Navy ship. Colonel Borman
stated that the last time he saw the ARLINGTON was as he was landing from the
Apollo 8 Moon Mission and that she had looked '"Mighty Good" to him then.

During his overnight stay on board, President Nixon toured the ship visiting
the Wardroom and Mess Decks and talking with many ARLINGTON sailors. The next
morning at 0440X the President and his party departed for the HORNET to view
the Apollo 11 recovery and greet the astronauts. At 0551X the Apollo 11
capsule splashed 'down about five miles bearing 300°T from ARLINGTON. Successful
recovery operations by the HORNET followed. The President and his party left
HORNET via helicopters to Johnston Atoll for continuation of the President's
trip. A fuel stop of Presidential helicopters aboard ARLINGTON had been planned
for the return to Johnston Atoll. A change in the end of mission area moving
the area closer to Johnston Atoll made the fuel stop unnecessary., During the
transit of the Presidential Party from Johnston wvia ARLINGTON to HORNET and
return, ARLINGTON provided Communication Support for the President in addition
to support of CINCPAC (embarked in HORNET) and the TG 130,1 ships. The night
before splash-down CTF 130 chanced ARLINGTON's orders and positioned her with-
in UHF range of HORNET to provide UHF/HF relay of Recovery Force communication
circuits between the Primary Recovery ship and NASA at Houston and CTF 130 at
Hawaii respectively.

On 24 July, at sunset, ARLINCTON recovered the three boats from Johnston, The
ship departed Johnston enroute Pearl Harbor, Hawaii., ARLINCGTON transported
two Air Force helicopters which were launched for Hickam AFB on 25 July with
Combat Camera Group Detachment embarked. On 25 July she received word that
the regular overhaul schedulad from 2 September to 1 Decamber 1969, had been
cancelled. On 26 July the ship arrived in Pearl Harbor. COMSEVENTHFLT
advised that ARLINGTON was not presently required in WESTPAC dus to shore-based
communications improvements in Southeast Asia and recommended ARLINGTON be
returned to FIRSTFLT as a contingency asset. Based on this recommendation,
CINCPACFLT instructed COMFIRSTFLT to issue a major schedule change assigning
ARLINGTON to FIRSTFLT and steaming her to Long Beach via a San Francisco

port visit, FEffective 30 July administrative assignment was changed tem-
porarily to COMSERVRON ONE, A permanent shift was deferred pending resolution
of FY 70 management plan. Continuation in the status of deployed overs=zas and
Vietnam benefits was to remain in effect until further notice,

ARLINGTON's recommended employment, to be returned to FIRSTFLT as a contingency
asset, was confirmed by a COMFIRSTFLT schedule changes., On 5 August ARLINGTON
departed Pearl Harbor as CTU 13.9.8 enroute San Francisco, California for

seven days of rest and relaxation., On 6 August the yvacht WESTERLY reported a
passenger ill with a kidney infection. CCGD 14 assumed SAR Mission Coordinator
(SMC) and requested U, S, Navy assistance for communications and medical advice.
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USS HANCOCK (CVS 12) was requested to assist but was unable to gain radio
contact with yacht., ARLINGTON had intermittent contact with WESTERLY through
the BONNE HOMME RICHARD, At 070230Z ARLINGTON was requested to assist.
ARLINGTON medical officer recommended patient receive immediate attention,

SS GROVE CITY VICTORY was requested to divart from intended movement 'and
evacuate patient at 070800Z. ARLINGTON established direct communications
with WESTERLY at 071110Z and commenced passing medical advice., At 0712357
Commanding Officer ARLINGTON was designated Orn-Scene Commander (0SC) and

was diverted to render assistanca., Due to the serious condition of the
patient ARLINGTON medical officzr raquested paramedics be deployed to admin-
ister madicine and care for patient. until ARLINGTON arrived on scens. At
072200Z Air Force Rescue Aircraft 981 departed Honolulu with three paramedics
aboard. §SS GROVE CITY VICTORY arrived in the vicinity of WESTERLY at 0800302
and provided communication relay assistance. Rescus 981 arrived on scene and
deploved paramedics at 080152, Paramedics reportad at 080501Z that SS Grove
City Victory was released. Air Force Rescue 859 departad Honolulu at 081000Z -

to assist with rendezvous between ARLINGTON and WESTERLY. i
effected 0R1900Z at 38-00N 147-05W and the patient, Miss .

plus one female companion, Miss (] ] ] :~d three Air Force
paramedics were transferred by motor whale boat., Patient and companion were
received aboard in a civilian humanitarian status., Primary diagnosis was
infectious hepatitis and dehydration. After all members received preventive
treatment by medical officer, yacht WESTERLY departed the area at 081930Z
enroute Newport Beach, California, ARLINGTON proczeded to San Francisco. On
11 August  the ship arrived San Francisco Bay Naval Shipyard, Hunter's Point,
San Francisco, California. The patient was discharged to the custody of Mrs.

and advised to proceed immediately to San Francisco General
Hospital for emergency admittance. The para-rescus team was debarked for
further transportation to Honolulu. ARLINGTON's San Franciscoarrival marked
the first time in CONUS after over two years of support to the SEVENTHFLT,
including Thirteen Patrols of Special Operations., A homeward bound pennant,
407 feet in length was flown representing the 407 personnel who had served on
board nine months or longer, Upon arrival, Vietnam benefits were terminated.
CINCPACFLT tasked ARLINGTON to conduct a project to implement a quality
monitoring controcl program applicable to shipboard communication systems.
COMTIRSTFLT concurred and recommended direct liaison be authorized ARLINGTON
TYCOMS for assistance/ship visits as required. On 18 August after seven days
of rest and relaxation, she departed San Francisco enroute Long Beach,
California for a scheduled upkeep period. Arrival in Long Beach on 21 August
marked the first time ARLINGTON, since her conversion te an AGMR, had been in
her home port.

On 22 August CNO and COMSERVPAC promulgated Navy plans for inactivation of
ships as part of the Navy's "Project 703", an economy measure necessitated by
fiscal restraints, COMSERVPAC changed ARLINGTON's schedule to comply with her
intended inactivation. CTF 13 directed her to assume CTU 13,9.8 for transit
to San Diego from Long Beach when ready for sea on 25 August. ARLINGTON
departed Long Beach and arrived San Diego 25 August for preinactivation com-
mencing 26 August., COMSERVGRU ONE directed the ship to proceed to Seal Beach,
California, to off-load ammunition and pyrotachnics. On 26 August ARLINGTON




departed San Diego for anchorage off Seal Beach. On 27 August her ammunition

was off-loadad. The ship departed Seal RBeach and arrivad in San Diego on

28 August to continue pre-inactivation. COMSERVGRU ONE recommended that J
ARLINGTON be schedulad to report INACTS8HIPTAC' San Diego for operatioral and 1
administrative control on 15 September vicz 2 September 1969 as contained in
CINCPACFLT operating schedule First Quarter FY 70. This change was recommendad
in order to compleste required pre-inactivation actions. On 30 August ARLINGTON
shifted her communications guard to NAVSTA San Diego due to the ship's intended
inactivation.

On 0001 15 September ARLINGTON reported to the Naval Inactive Ships Maintenance
Facility for imactivation, At this time she had 70% of her crew onboard and
had complied with all directives applying to preparing for reporting for in-
activation. On 15 November the ARLINGTON's crew had been reduced to 50%. She
shifted to Pier 10 at the San Diego Naval Station from Pier 8 on the morning of
28 November. On 5 December the Executive Officer, Commander C, C. EDWARDS, USH,
514926/1100 relieved Captain H, D, MURPHREE, USN, 389859/1100 as Commanding
Officer.

The remainder of the vear ARLINGTON continued inactivation work and is scheduled
to be decommissioned at 1030 on 14 January 1970, This will be the final yearly
ship's history due to the impending decommissioning,
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) USS ARLINGTON (AGMi--2)

v LA:)D‘F'ED FPC San Fransisco ¢6601

' AGME? : 311 :wm
5750

P | 7 April 1969

Pmaassiﬁed upen removal of enciesare (1))

From: Command Historlan, USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2)
Toe Executive Officer, USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2)

Subj: March History of USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2)
Ref: (a) OPMAVINST 5750.124

Enel: (1) History of USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2) for March 1969
(2) Roster of officers aboerd as of 1 April 1569

L1, In accordance with reference (a), enclosurss {1} and {2) are forvarded.

Cd Blown
C. T, BROWN, ENC, USMR

Copy to: )
ALL DEPT HEADS (w/emncl (1))
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MARCH HISTORY FOR ARLINGTON

The first of March found USS ARLINGTON (AGMR=2) completing upheepn
period in Yokosuka; Japan, One week later om 7 March, ARLINGTON depsirted
Yokogukn for Special Operations off eastorm and southern Japan snd avound
Okinewa, ARLINGTON was conducting Communications Survey with HWestern
Facific Communications Stations while enrsute Saseho, ARLINGTON arrived
Sagebo 17 March for an upkesp pericd. After a week in port, ARLINGTCH
departed Sasebo on 24 Mareh enroute Hong Komng, B.C.C. via Taiuwsn Straits.
ARLINGTON arrived in Hong Kong on 28 Merch and commenced a perled of rest
ané racreation., The ead of the month found ARLINGTOF enjoying R & R in
Hong Rong with no imciden®s or formal shors patvol reporis,

DECLASSIFIED

Eaclosure {1)




USS ARLINGTON (AG?.‘-ﬁwZ)
FFQ San Frencisco 96601

NEFAL RO AGMi 2:311:wm
uL’ULASblFlED 575()
13 lay 1969
ConmpliaEad® (Unclassified upon removnl of enclosures)
From: Command Historian, USS ARLINGTON (AGMR=2)
To: Commanding Officer, USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2)
Vie: Executive Officer, USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2)
Subj: April History of USS ARLINGTON (AGH2-2)
Refs (a) OPNAVINST 5750,124
Enel: (1) History of USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2) for April 1949

(2) Underwsy Heplenishmente
(3) Gunnery Exercises

&

1. In accordance vith reference (a), enclosures (1), {2), anl (3) are

forwarded,
Ctj/ E3h19bUW\/

C, T. BROWN, ENS, USNR

Copy to: )
A1l Dept Heads (w/enels)

UCCLASSIFIED
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Capin Enclosure (1) -
MAY HISTORY ¥OR ARLINGTON |

. @n the Pirat dey of May Captein H. D. MURPHREE, 389859/1100, USN,.

relieved Captain 4, P, CARFEETER, 283335/1100, USN, as Commending 0fficer

4ss: ARLINGTW (ACME~2), The chenge of command esvemonics were conduated

at sea. while surouts Pearl Harbor, Hamiio ‘

. o 2 lhy ARLINGTON arrived in Pearl ‘Harbor. The next day ARLINGTOK

: to TF 130, Manned Spacecraft Recovery Force Facifie, for ‘opera-
tional vontrol as TU 130.1.3, Primaery landing Area Communications Ralay
Unip” ARLINGTON's missiom comsisted of providing HF relay circults tq

the Pripary Recovery Ship, USS FRINCETON (LPH-5), These circuits conneéted
mmcsm with CTF 130 in Hewaii and NASA in Houston.

On 6 May ARLINGTON proceeded t.o local oparating arvess for two days of
cation tests and training with USS PRINCETON in preperation for'
APGLLO 10 recovery operations and, upon completian, Teturned to Pearl..
Harbbro On 11 May ARLIHGTON departed Pearl Harbor with USS PRINCETON,.OTC
and 676G 130.1, Commander Primary Recovery Group, for APOLLO 10 Rscmty
Araa, east of Samoa and approximtely 2400 miles south of Eavaii. -

On the fourteenth day of May at Longit,ude 1659 24'W and Latitude 0° OQN,
the Royel High Court of the Raging Main was conmvened by ihe County of
Eqmtis, Domin of Heptunus Rex on the good ship ARLINGTON. A1l hands.
pqrticipated in the traditionsl "crossing the line" ceremomies, "Follywogs"
wore dnitiated into the Sclema Mysteries of the Anclent Order of the Daep
baooming Trusty Shellbacks,

On 18 May the Mid-Pacific Recovery Group arrived on station prepared
for recovery opervations during the launch phsse of the APOLLO 10 Moom
Miu:lon.

0On 25 May ABLINGTON replemished underway from USS CHIPOLA (40-63).

On 26 May at 0554 local time, the APOLLO 10 capsule splashed down between

ARLINGTON and PRINCETON less than three miles from the Frimsry Recovery

Group, Successful recovery operations followed., The three astronauts left ’
PRINCETON in helicopters at 1400 local time, Un their way to Samoa for further r
transportation to Hawaii, the astronauts flew by ARLINGTON’E starboard side w
and were saluted by the crew, With the capsule safely on board PRINCETOR and |
recovery operations completed, ARLINGTON spd FRIRCEITON departed the recovery J
area for Pearl Harbor, arriving there on the last day of May. ‘
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USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2)
FPO San Francisco 96601
AGMRZ2:311:hn
5750
8 July 1969

COumimniiie( Unclassified upon removal of enclosures)

From: Command Historian, USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2)
To: Commanding Officer, USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2)
Via: Executive Officer, USS ARLINGTON (AGMR.2)

Subj: June History of USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2)
Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.124

Enel: (1) History of USS ARLINGTON {(AGMR~2) for June 1969
(2) Underway Replenishments
(3) Gunnery Exercises

1. In accordance with reference (a), enclosures (1), (2), and {3) are
forwarded,

CA Br s

C. T. BROWN, ENS, USMR
Copy to:
Executive Officer (w/encls)
All Dept Heads (w/encls)

DECLAGSIELED.




| EEEEEEER Enclosure (1)
JUNE HISTORY FOR ABLINGTON

June found USS ARLINGTON {AGMR-2) in Pearl Harbor, Hawaii for Apollo
10 Recovery Debriefing, On 4 June ARLINGTON departed Feerl Harbor enroute
Midway Island to provide Communications Support for the Presidential
Summi ¢ Conference, Two days later ARLINGTON arrived at Midway Islamnd,

On 8 June President Nixon and President Thisu of South Vietwam arrived
for their meeting, A two hundred man ARLINGTON Presidentiel Honor Cuard
saluted the two presidents, ARLINGTON support consisted of ten itwo-way
HF voice paths for press coverage and back-up teletypewriter channels %o
Hawaii, After the conference President Thiecu departed about 1400 cn 8 June,
Before leaving, President Nixon spoke to the residents of Midway and to
many of the ARLINGTON’s crew, On 9 June ABLINGTON left Midway enroute %o
Guam,

On 15 June ARLINGTON arrived in Guam for a six-day upkeep pericd.
ARLINGTON departed Guam for the Tonkin Gulf on 21 June,

ARLINGTCN arrived on Yankee Statiocn for the Thiriteenth Patrol of
Special Operstions on 27 June. The last day of the morth found ARLINGTON
replenisbing underway with USS KENNEBEC (A0=36) in the Tonkin Guif.
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TS Encleosure (2)
UNDERWAY REPLENISHMENTS

DATE SHIP TYPE OF RIG TRANSFERRED
30 June 69 USS KENKEBEC (A0.-36) Spanvire Fuel

Manila Highlins Freight, Mail,
Movies, and
FPersonnrel




(T Enclosure (3)
GUNNERY EXERCISES

DATE TYPE OF EXERCISE TYPE OF AMMO ROUNDS EXPENDED
25 June 69  2-99-G HE-.PD 92

,CLASSIFIED






