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ARLINGTON'S SHIP'S HISTORY 1969 

As the new year began, the USS ARLINGTON was enroute from Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii, to Subic Bay, P.I. where she arrived on 13 January. She departed 
for Yankee Station on 15 January and commenced special operations there 
on 17 January, providing direct communications support for U. s. Naval 
units operating in Tonkin Gulf. ARLINGTON departed the Tonkin Gulf on 
6 February bound for Yokosuka, Japan, and upkeep. She remained in Yokosuka 
from 12 February until 7 March when she departed for special operations off 
eastern and southern Japan and around Okinawa . ARLINGTON was conducting a 
special com.rnunications survey with Western Pacific Communications Stations. 

ARLINGTON then pulled into Sasebo, Japan, for an upkeep period from 
17 March until 24 March . Upon departing Sasebo she transited the Taiwan 
Straits enroute to Hong Kong , B.C.C. Rest and Recreation for the crew was 
enjoyed in Hong Kong from 28 March until 4 April, with no Shore Patrol 
reports. ARLINGTON reported for her twelfth patrol of Special Operations 
on Yankee Station on 6 April. While on patrol ARLINGTON conducted a record 
day of personnel transfars with the USS HORNET during which 48 people were 
received or transferred by helicopter . 

On 14 April ARLINGTON departed Yankee Station enroute to Lat. 10-45N, 
Long. 108-04E for rendezvous with the USS NEWPORT NEWS (CA 148) to test 
Apollo Communication Equipment. After the testing on 15 April she departed 
the area headed for Guam, on a route north of Luzon, Philippines. ARLINGTON 
arrived at Apra Harbor , Guam, on 22 April for refueling. During the brief 
stop at Guam, Captain H. D. MURPHREE , USN, (00904-60) reported aboard for 
duty as prospective Commanding Officer. Eight hours later ARLINGTON departed 
Guam enroute to Pearl Harbor , Hawaii . 

On 1 May Captain H. D. MURPHREE , USN, 389859/1100, relieved Captain 
A. P. CARPENTER, USN, 283335/1100, as Commanding Officer at sea. The next 
day ARLINGTON arrived in Pearl Harbor and on 3 May reported to CTF 130, 
Manned Spacecraft Recovery Force Pacific, for operational control as TU 
130.1.3, Primary Landing Area Communications Relay Unit. Her mission con
sisted of providing HF/ill-IF relay circuits to the Primary Recovery Ship , 
USS PRINCETON (LPH 5). These circuits would connect PRINCETON with CTF 130 
in Hawaii and NASA in Houston. On 6 and 7 Hay ARLINGTON conducted communications 
tests and training with USS PRINCETON in the local Hawaiian operating areas 
in preparation for the Apollo 10 recovery operations , and upon completion, 
returned to Pearl Harbor . On 11 May ARLINGTON departed Pearl Harbor with 
USS PRINCETON, OTC and CTG 130.1, Commander Primary Recovery Group, for the 
Apollo 10 recovery area, east of Samoa and approximately 2400 miles south of 
HAWAII . 

On the fourteenth day of May at Longitude 165°24'W and Latitude 0°0'N, the 
Royal High Court of the Raging Main was convened by t he County of Equatis , 
Domain of Neptunis Rex on the good ship ARLINGTO~. All hands participated in 
the traditional "crossing the line" ceremonies. "Pollywogs" were initiated 
into the Solemn Mysteries of the Ancient Order of the Deep becoming Trusty 
Shell backs. 
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On 18 May the Mid-Pacific Recovery Group arrived on station prepared for 
abort recovery operations during the launch phases of the Apollo 10 Moon 
Mission . On 26 May at 0554 local time, the Apollo 10 capsule splashed 
down between ARLINGTON and PRINCETON less than three miles from the 
Primary Recovery Group . Successful recovery operations followed and the 
three astronauts left USS PRINCETON in helicopters at 1400 local time. 
On their way to Samoa for further transportation to Hawaii , the astronauts 
flew by the ARLINGTON on her starboard side and were saluted by the crew. 
ARLINGTON and PRINCETON then departed the recovery area headed for Hawaii, 
arriving there on 31 May . 

On 4 June ARLINGTON departed Pearl Harbor enroute Midway Island to provide 
Communications Support for the Presidential Summit Conference. Two days 
later ARLINGTON arrived at ·11 clw.<tv Island. On 8 June President Nixon and 
President Thieu of South Vietnam arrived for their meeting . A two hundred 
man ARLINGTON Presidential Honor Guard saluted the two Presidents. ARLINGTON 
support consisted of ten two-way HF voice paths for press coverage and back
up teletypewriter channels to Hawaii. After the conference President Thieu 
departed about 1400 on 8 June . Before leaving, President Nixon spoke to the 
residents of Midway and to many of the ARLINGTON'S crew. On 9 .June ARLINGTON 
left Midway enroute to Guam. On 15 June ARLINGTON arrived in Guam for a 
brief upkeep period and departed for the Tonkin Gulf on 21 June. ARLINGTON 
arrived on Yankee Station for the Thirteenth Patrol of Special Operations on 
27 June. 

On 7 July ARLINGTON left Yankee Station on short notice enroute to Apollo 11 
Presidential support operations with a brief fuel stop in Guam. ARLINGTON 
arrived Guam on 13 July to receive fuel, supplies, personnel , and helicopter 
support equipment and for briefings concerning Presidential support operations. 
While in Guam a team from the White House Communications Agency was embarked , 
bringing with them special communications equipment to support the President's 
vi.sit to the Apollo 11 splash<lmm area. On 15 July the ship departed Guam 
enroute Apollo 11 Recovery Area . On 21 July operational control of A.'R.LINGTON 
was assumed by CTF 130, Commander Manned Spacecraft Recovery Force Pacific . 
ARLINGTON was designated TU 130.1.3, Primary Landing Area Communications Relay 
Unit . The mission of CTF 130 was to conduct training , plan and execute search 
and recovery operations in order to recover the Apollo 11 astronauts and command 
module safely. An additional mission was to provide search and rescue, air 
control and escort support for the Presidential Party Visit to ARLINGTON and to 
USS HOR.t~ET (CVS 12) , Primary Recovery Ship, during Apollo 11 Recovery Operations . 
On 21 July ARLINGTON rendezvoused with HORNET for a high speed communication 
test. Upon completion the ship proceeded toward Johnston Atoll, anchoring there 
on 22 July. Later the same day ARLINGTON conducted day and night helicopter 
practice landing operations with two helicopters designated to bring the 
Presidential party to ARLINGTON. The next day she launched three boats to 
Johnston Atoll with one officer and 13 enlisted to provide space for helicopter 
stowage on board and additional surface SAR assets to CJTG 8 .6 at Johnston 
Atoll. The President of the United States Richard M. Nixon, Secretary of State 
Rogers, Dr. Henry Kissinger , Veteran Apollo Astronaut Col. Frank Borman, and 
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other members of the Presidential party totalling twenty one, plus ten pilots 
arrived via four helicopters from Johnston Atoll on 23 July at 1736 local 
time (+llX). The crew of the ARLINGTON manned the rail to honor the President. 
On arrival President Nixon proceeded through the side-boys and was greeted by 
Captain Murphree . Before going below the President spoke briefly to the 
ship's company. President Nixon noted that this was the first time he, a 
former Naval Officer, had spent the night aboard a Navy ship. Colonel Bonn.an 
stated that the last time he saw the ARLINGTON was as he was landing from the 
Apollo 8 Moon Mission and that she had looked "Mighty Good" to him then. 
During his overnight stay on board, President Nixon toured the ship visiting 
the Wardroom and Mess Decks and talking with many ARLINGTON sailors. The next 
morning at 0440X the President and his party departed for the HORNET to view 
the Apollo 11 recovery and greet the astronauts. At 0551X the Apollo 11 
capsule spl as heel down about five miles bearing 300°T from ARLINGTON. Successful 
recovery operations by the HORNET followed. The President and his party left 
HOPJJET via helicopters to Johnston Atoll for continuation of the President's 
trip. A fuel stop of Presidential helicopters aboard ARLINGTON had been planned 
for the return to Johnston Atoll . A change in the end of mission area moving 
the area closer to Johnston Atoll made the fuel stop unnecessary. During the 
transit of the Presidential Party from Johnston via ARLINGTON to HORNET and 
return, ARLINGTON provided Communication Support for the President in addition 
to support of CINC?AC (embarked in HORNET) and the TG 130.1 ships. The night 
before splash-down CTH' 130 changed ARLINGTON's orders and positioned her with
in UHF range of HORNET to provide UHF/HF relay of Recovery Force communication 
circuits between the Primary Recovery ship and NASA at Houston and CTF 130 at 
Hawaii respectively. 

On 24 July, at sunset , ARLINGTON recovered the three boats from Johnston. The 
ship departed Johnston enroute Pearl Harbor , Hawaii. ARLINGTON transported 
two Air Force helicopters which were launched for Hickam AF:S on 25 July with 
Combat Camera Group Detachment embarked . On 25 July she received word that 
the regular overhaul scheduled from 2 September to 1 December 1969, had been 
cancelled. On 26 July the ship arrived in ?earl Harbor. C'.JMSEVI:I'7TIIFLT 
advised that ARLINGTON was not presently required in WESTPAC due to shore-based 
communications improvements in Southeast Asia and recommended ARLINGTON be 
returned to FIRSTFLT as a contingency asset. Based on this recommendation, 
CINCPACFLT instructed COMFIRSTFLT to issue a major schedule change assigning 
ARLINGTON to FIRSTFLT and steaming her to Long Beach via a San Francisco 
port visit. Effective 30 July administrative assignment was changed tem
porarily to COMSERVRON ONE. A pet'manent shift was deferred pending resolution 
of FY 70 management plan. Continuation in the status of deployed overseas and 
Vietnam benefits was to remain in effect until further notice. 

ARLINGTON 's recommended employment, to be returned to FIRSTFLT as a contingency 
asset, was confirmed by a COI1FIRSTFLT .schedule changes. On 5 August ARLINGTON 
departed Pearl Harbor as CTU 13.9.8 enroute San Francisco , California for 
seven days of rest and relaxation. On 6 August the yacht WESTERLY reported a 
passenger ill with a kidney infection. CCGD 14 assumed SAR Mission Coordinator 
(SMC) and requested u. s. Navy assistance for communications and medical advice. 
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USS HANCOCK (CVS 12) was requested to assist but was unable to gain radio 
contact with yacht. ARLINGTON had intermittent contact with WESTERLY through 
the BO_ NE HOl1ME RICHARD. At 0702302 ARLINGTON was requested to assist. 
ARLINGTON medical officer recommended patient receive immediate attention. 
SS GROVE CITY VICTORY was requested to divert from intended movement·and 
evacuate patient at 070800Z. ARLINGTON established direct communications 
with WESTERLY at 071110Z and commenced passing medical advice . At 0712352 

\ . 

Commanding Officer ARLINGTOK was designated On-Scene Commander (OSC) and 
was diverted to render assistance . Due to the serious condition of the 
patient ARLINGTON medical officer requested paramedics be deployed to admin
ister medicine and care for patient.until ARLINGTON arrived on scene. At 
072200Z Air Force Rescue Aircraft 981 departed Honolulu with three paramedics 
aboard. SS GROVE CITY VICTORY arrived in the vicinity of WESTERLY at 080030Z 
and provided communication relay assistance . Rescue 981 arrived on scene and 
depl~yed paramedics at 080152. Paramedics reported at 0805012 that SS Grove 
City Victory was released. Air Force Rescue 859 departed Honolulu at 081000Z 
to assist wit}i rendezvous between ARLINGTON and WESTERLY .~ 
effected 081900Z at 38-00~ 147-05W and the patient , Miss ~ ' 
plus one female companion , ~iss and three Air Force 
paramedics were transferred by motor whale boat. Patient and companion were 
received aboard in a civilian humanitarian status. Primary diagnosis was 
infectious hepatitis and dehydration. After all members received preventive 
treatment by medical officer, yacht WESTERLY departed the area at 0819302 
enroute Newport Beach, California . ARLINGTON proceeded to San Francisco . On 
11 August·the ship arrived San Francisco Bay Naval Shipyard , Hunter's Point , 
San Francisco , California . The patient was discharged to the custody of 1rs. 

and advised to proceed immediately to San Francisco General 
Hospital for emergency admittance. The para-rescue team was debarked for 
further transportation to Honolulu. ARLINGTON's San Franciscoarrival marked 
the first time in CONUS after over two years of support to the SEVENTHFLT , 
including Thirteen Patrols of Special Operations . A homeward bound pennant , 
407 feet in length was flown representing the 407 personnel who had served on 
board nine months or longer . Upon arrival, Vietnam benefits were terminated. 
CINCPACFLT tasked ARLINGTON to conduct a project to implement a quality 
monitoring control program applicable to shipboard communication systems . 
C01!~IRSTFLT concurred and recommended dir2ct liaison be authorized ARLINGTON/ 
TYCOMS for assistance/ship visits as r .?qu:tred. On 18 August after seven days 
of rest and relaxation, she departed San Francisco enroute Long Beach, 
California for a scheduled upkeep period . Arrival in Long Beach on 21 Aur,ust 
marked the first time ARLINGTON , since her conversion to an AGMR, had been in 
her home port. 

On 22 August CNO and COMSERVPAC promulgated Navy plans for inactivation of 
ships as oart of the Navy's "Project 703", an economy measure necessitated by 
fiscal restraints' . COMSERVPAC changed ARLINGTON ' s schedule to comply with her 
intended inactivation . CTF 13 directed her to assume CTU 13.9.B for transit 
to San Diego from Long Beach when ready for sea on 25 August. ARLINGTON 
departed Long Beach and arrived San Diego 25 August for preinactivation com
mencing 26 August. COHSERVGRU ONE directed the ship to proceed to Seal Beach, 
California, to off-load ammunition and pyrotechnics . On 26 August ARLINGTON 

4 



I 

departed . San Diego for anchorage off Seal Beach . On 27 August her annnunition 
was off-load~d . The ship departed Seal Beach and arrived in San Diego on 
28 August to continue pre-inact ivation . COMSF.RVG'R.U ONE recommended that 
ARLINGTON be scheduled to report INACTDHP';Af. San Diego for operational and 
administrative control on 15 September vie~ 2 September 1969 as contained in 
CINCPACFLT operating schedule First Quarter FY 70 . This change was recommended 
in order to complete required pra-inactivation actions . On 30 August ARLINGTON 
shifted her communications guar<l to NAVSTA San Diego due to the ship ' s intended 
inactivation . 

On 0001 15 September ARLINGTON reported to the Naval Inactive Ships Maintenance 
Facility for inactivation . At this time she had 70% of her crew onboard and 
had complied with all directives applying to preparing for reporting for in
activation . On 15 November the ARLINGTON' s crew had been reduced to S01i . She 
shifted to Pier 10 at the San Diego Naval Station from Pier 8 on the morning of 
28 November . On 5 December the Executive Officer , Commander C. C. EDWARDS , USN, 
514926/1100 relieved Captain H. D. MURPHREE , USN , 389859/1100 as Commanding 
Officer . 

The remainder of the year ARLINGTOf continued inactivation work and is scheduled 
to be decommissioned at 1030 on 14 January 1970 . This will be the final yearly 
ship's history due to the impending decommissioning . 

DECLA 8f1NFf B~HTIA-I! 
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CR J?TS I I f~losl~re {l ). 
MAY HISTORY ~OR ARLINGTON 

, ~- ~~e firs·t day of l'1!l7 Captain Ho ~. MORFHIW..E, .389S.59/llOO, US~:~· , . 
r~~i~ea'·captain A,o.· P. CARPENTE.rt , ·2g3335/~QO, USNt as .. ColWlllMing ~fi'q,er 
·USS ARLINGTON (AOM"t.-2)o The aba11ge o£ co . 'nd c&remonies were condu4~.d 
~ t· sea l.thil~ .~nrou:oo Plia:rl llQ.rb_o~, Ha~~} . . 

. . ~.~ i M'1y ARLDKitOM arrt ved in ·Paarl . Harbor, The next dq ARL~NGTQ~ 
~~Pf)~~ to TF l30t Manne;d SpaceOl'&!t Recovery Force Pacific• for. ope.ra
-M;otia_f control ·as TU 130ol.J, Primry landing Area Communi~tions· R~lay 
U~t::o,. ARIJNGTOn 1a ·ff!l,ssicm coneiet3d ot providing HF fela;r circuits :i9 _. 
~~- -~ Rec~r,- Ship, llSS ffiINC.E'IOlf (Lm,.,;). Theee circuits ctj~c·ted 
.PfmJCE ON vi.th CTF i,o 1n Ht\\ttlii and NASA tl;l HOWlton. .. ·' 

Cn ·6 ~.Y AIQ'.,INGTON iroceeaed ~o local oi,3rating ar~s tor two day;,: of 
c~'l'l:,i~tion tes~ and trsini"ng ,;ii th ms PRINCETON in preJ)ElJ-"atio~ -ro:r 
A.PO.µ;;o 10 recow~y operations and, upon completion• xeJ.;u11ned to P~arl .. 
Harbc,r~ On 11 May AR'LllJG'fO!J departed Pearl Harbor w1·tb USS Pal:NCETQN-, .. 1QTC 
and CTG 13001, Commander Primary Recovery Group, for APOLLO lO Recot~6. . 
Area, . . st of Samoa · and approximately 2400 miles south of Hav.\iici .... : 

I 'Jl .\ ' 
. . 

On the fourteent.h day of. J.hy at Longi~de 1650 24 1W and Lati~e 0~ 0 11 N, 
t~~ Royal High Court of the Raging Main aas convened by the COU!'lty ~ 
Equa ~~, Domin of rJe.ptunus Rex on the good ship ARLn;GTON. All banafJ-, 
W,ti~pated in th traditional ncrossing the line" ceremonies. "Pollywogs" 
wre ·:fm.tiatsd into the Solemn iifeteties of the Ancient Order ot the Deep 
becoming Trua ty Sb.ellbackS o 

On 18 M:ly the Mtd-Pacif'io Recover,. Group arrived on sta:tion prep,.red 
for r-aoow17 operations during the launch phase of the APOLLO 10 ¥.oon 
l'deaion., 

.On 25 May ARLINGTON replenished undert-1ay from tJSS CHIPOL.\ (A0.:,,63). 
On 26 May at 0554 local time, the APOLLO 10 capsule splashed dow between 
ARL.OOTON and PRINCETON less than 'Gh.ree mles £:i.•om the Primar;v Recovery 
Group. SueeE>ss1'ul recowry operations followedo The three astronauts left 
PRitmETON in helicopters at 1400 local time., On ·,he:Ir wy to Samoa for further 
transportation to Ha~sii, th3 ast.t-onau·hs flew by AP.LINGTON't starboard side 
and wre saluted by the crew .. With the capsule safely on boal"'d PR!NCE'l'ON and 
recovery- oporations completed, ARLINGTON aDd PRIRCW.1.'0N departed the recovery 
ar for Paarl ffarbol"p an·iVing there on the last <lay of ~Yo 
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USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2) 
FPO San Francisco 96601 

COUFIP?llli r I (Unclassified upon removal of enclosures) 

From: 
To: 
Via: 

Command Historian, USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2) 
Commanding Officer, USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2) 
Executive Officer, USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2) 

Subj: June History of USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2) 

Ref: (a) OPNAVINST 5750.12A 

Encl: (1) History of USS ARLINGTON (AGMR-2) for June 1969 
(2) Under,my Replenishments 
(3) Gunnery Exercises 

AGMR2:311:hn 
5750 
8 July 1969 

1 o In accordance with reference (a)~ enclosures (1), (2), and (J) are 
forwa.rdedo 

Copy to: 
Executive Officer (v/encls) 
All Dept Heads (w/encls) 

CJBA~ 
Co To BROWN, ENS, USNR 

·DECLA 



COISIPiilfll !ILL Enclos·.n:f, (l) 
,JUN.E HIS'l'ORY FC1R ARLINGTON 

June found USS ARLINGTON (AGMR=.2) in Peax-:. Harbo1~ 11 Hs:waii fo::- Apollo 
10 Recovery Debriefingo On 4 June ARLINGTOM departed Fea.rl Harbor e:nroute 
Mid .. -ay Island to provide Communications Support for the Presiderrtial 
Summit Conferenceo Two days later ARLINGTON arrived st MidlJay Islando 

On 8 June President Nixon and P:•esident 'll1ieu ot South Viet.lifl.m arTiv~d 
for their meetingo A two hundred man ARLINGTON Presidential Honor Gu.ard 
saluted the tuo presidents o ARLINGTON support cons is tBd o::' ten ·;;wo-1:•ay 
HF voice paths fo~ press coverage and back-up teletype'l:!l"it0T channels to 
Ha~iaiio After the conference President Thieu depsrted about 1400 on 8 JvnE .. 
Betora l eaving, P-.eesident Nixon spoke to the tesidents of Midway and to 
many of the ARLINGTON°s crewo On 9 June .JU3Lir!GTON left Midway E;"U.'out e t o 
Guam .. 

On 15 June ARLINGTON arrived in Guam for a six-day upk~ep pe~··icdo 
.ARLINGTON departed Guam for the Tonldn Gull' on 21 Juneo 

ARLINGTON arri·ved on Yankee Stat,ior1 for the Thirteenth Pat:rol c,f 
Special Operations on 27 June,. The last day of the mor,th found ARLJ:MGTO"~ 
replenishing undenmy with USS KENNEBEC (A0..36) in the Tonkin GuJ.f' o 

O iii L 21.IILL 
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30 June 69 
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Enclcsure (2) 
UNDERWAY REPLENISH'lrENTS 

USS KENNEBEC (A0...36) 

TYPE Of_JUG 

Spanwire 
Manila Highline 

Fu.el 
FTeight, l>'la:'.li 
l'o'1"i es , and 
Fersonr.el 
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25 June 69 

Enclosure (3) 
GUNNERY E:XERCISES 

TYPE OF EXERCISE 

Z-99-G 

~Ll11!i.Q 

HE-PD 

( 

92 
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