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6- 5-43 - 81st OB to ABD Da.visville about 3 JUzit 43 for out.fitt1Dg and J'J'! with Lion 3. 
8-31-43 - 11st OB has 16 oft. and 515 men at Baaea.(Conf.. d.isp.2'11734 Aug !TOB. 3587 trom 

ComNavlll. to VCHO) . .' ~-"'" ..,,:.:;:' ~;.~?~~~~~.:"~.. -c--'Z'" .. 


9- 1-43 - 81at OB 1st Section departed for de8tinatlon~'aiiif4a~"'~"~ "' 
9-Zl-43 - 1 Sep l 43 report of 81st OB - anived c1estinat ion' (SCotland) 26 Aug,_ 


10-23-43 - 2nd Section arrived :B8.ae 3 on 26 Sep'43.~(trom.·1#"'~e"c:t~.Sep'43 report) 

10-23-43 - 1 Oct l 43 report of 81st OB - 1st Section at :&aa. 2.'-':' '.', .. 

11-15-43 - 81st O~ is now one unit .aect ive 15 lfov'43. JOpa~~ over (SO) Pl6-5 over 


Ser 080083) .' .;~' ....:~. !~:,::?:.:,,~~~;;;.:_. . . 
13- 6-43 - 81at OB 2nd Section arrived' Base 2 on 26 ~ei'~. ""(frOm'lat Sect. Sep' 43 rtlport) 
13-16-43 - D1= tribution of personnel in Iu.rope(Conf .41s~.;.,OoJllD8.veu to CBO 141536) 


ks. 20 oft. 10 men·.;~~'~i.:i.St."w.::;~-_l·J)ff••.30 men 

Milfor6 Havenll 356' .~::.~~~:rcnH":~~7~·~:::1~;~~1- -- ." : 

Petarth 14 331 '?;.~c;·Salc9!l~_.~~~,~l: 
J'almouth & .. _ 124 .:;;~::;;".ic!..t,,!";~#~~ ..... :: . ,29 

""""".I;,;~~~~~,: ..~~ .. 
'-j'~""':;' ""~;' 

3-18-44 - 1 Jan '44 report ot 8lo' CD - operat~ 'at II1ltord Iiaftil. P_h. Palmouth. St. I 
Mawes, Jowey. Salcombe. and lUceatervith Bdqtr. at' Penarth. Wales. I 

3-39-44 - 1 reb' 44 report ot 13th ieg. - 81a1;. CB hdqtra iaat. .-D!rtJDOuth. Devon. I'." 
4- 1-44 - 1 reb l 44 report of 81at OB - operat1Dg at Penartht:'P~uth, SRlcoDibe. Dartmouth. 

Exeter. 'almouth. J'owq and Milford Haven.-· !his report atates that 81at OB 
hdqtrs are at Penarth which d188€reea_ rith the-13th Reg. report. t' 

4- 8-44 - 1 MarI44 repDrt of' 81at OB - operatiDg at J'al.llouth. St. Kawes, lowey. Milford t 
Haven. Penarth. Pl7mouth" Salcombe and-with hdqtn_ at Dartmouth. " 

5- 5-44 - 1 AIl"44 report of' 81at em - operatiDc at DartJllOuth (bdqtra) t Jalmouth. St. Mawes. J: 
Jowey. Milford Haven. }lewton Abbot. Penarth. -Pl.ymOuth. and Salcombe. ~ 

6- 2-44 - 1 May'44- report of' 81at OB - operatiDg at Palmouth (hciqtrs). London. P1TJDouth. i'· 
6- S-44 - According to the 25th Reg. Dai17 Report dtd 30 Apr'44, the 81at OB is operating i-

at SalsST. Milf'ord Haven. Penarth, Jalmouth. ·DartllOuth. London. lfe¥ton Abbott. ~ 
7- 6-44 - 1 Jun'44 report of' 81st CB - approx. 32 off'ic~ra on temp. duty with 81at OB. ' 
8-15-44 - 81at OB operating Rh:!.no lI'erries and pontoon taga at UTAH beginning on D-Dq and 

.t 

are now at U!AH operating Rhino Jerriea and will construct base at MALVEBN. 

(OomNavEu Sec. Memo to Adm. H. R. Stark dtcl 35 Jull 44) . 

1 Augl44 report of 81st OB - operatiDg ihino :rerries at Beach UTAH. Begen assemb-; 

ling at Falmouth on 17 Apr~ for tra1ninc in Dina fer.J:7 operation. Movement to ;: 

the marshalling area at Dartmouth was ..de during the week of Z'1 Mq - 2 June. ~: 


9-25-44 - 1 Sep'44 report of 25th Beg. - Dur1J2g August, the Slat OB operated Rhino FerrY'S. 
eausewat and 13e.?ch ORlllp at Utah Beach which haa been redesignated U.5. Naval 
Advanced Base 1'0. 12. 



'. Slat OB 

.:~< 10- 3-4.4 - 1 Sepl44 ~~rt C!f ,81st OB ...operat iDg Rhino Ferries ~t tl"RAlI :Beach.. ".'!'•. ' 

10-18-44 - Blat as with 45 otf. and 1000 men scheduled to return to U.S. about 20 Oct '44. -"; 
~ (Oomnaveu Sec. disp. 171413 JCB 7672 to ONO dtd 7 Oct l 44)•. 

.-i0-20-44 - When directed b~! proper anthori ty one-half of the Slat CB(lst Icll) to be detached 

. from the 13th Reg.(Oomphibsukay ClOn!. disp. 121007A NCR 19608 to 13th Reg). . 
10-20-44 - 1 Oct l44 repart of 25th Reg. - The 81at O:S operated !hino Ferries, OauseV8.18, end 

the be!>ch camp at USN'AB Twelve, and begli'.ll winterizing program for this activtt7. 
25th Reg. states that the Slat 1a available for immediate service in other theaters 

'10-24-44 - The B1st aD a!'pat'ted France 6 Oct 144 and reported to the 13th Reg. for dut7 10 Oct 
144.(13th Re~. 5th End. dtd 10 Oct l44 on OauSNAB 12 to OinO of 81st as Sera 1896. 
dtd 6 Oct'44). ' 

11-1-44 - Slat c:B 1st Section 'tli t:: 22 o::'ice!"s <me. 482 men renorted to Da.v1:wille from 
ov~:::s eus 29 Oc t 144. (nOTO Davisville 302126Tw.I OCT '44 to :Supers) •. 

11-3-44 - 2nd Ech. of 81at'as - IS officers and 541 men embarked on USS General Squires for 
. Davisv1l1e.(Comnaveu conf. d13p to PD N.Y. 311812 HOR 8541 dtd 1 Nov l44). 

11-17-44 - Slat CB 2nd Ec.r..e1on with 18 o'f. and. 540 IDf&!l arrived Davisville 10 Nov 114 from 
o'-t::'seas.(NCTC I8visvi11e 112113 TWZ Nov'44 to Bupers). 

11-20-44 - 1 Oct 144 report of 81at OB - located. 1n Fra:a.ce du.r1Dg Sep'44-. Report eDdbnacl 'b7 
25th Regiment. 

U-29-44 - 1 Nov''''' report of the 25th Reg. - 81at OB operatecl at 11~A:B 12 until 18 Oct'44 
when it was relieved b7 a detac.b.ment tram the l14th OB. !he Slat proceecled to 
U.K. to awatt t1'aDlJpOrtation to the tJ.S.-

12-6-44 	- The 8lst Cl) arrived UK from France 7th, Bth, 9th, 17th and 20 Oct 144. Departed 'OX 
for U.S. 23 & 27 Oct'44.(13th R~g. Oct 144 monthly report. 

-~--, "'-"'''.,.---..-''' ... , --"-, ~-- -- -~. r."":"'"" .. -----:-;~--:-l"f'''''~-.~~",_:-_____:-''' '. ~ .'+.. _ ~ . ,":" ..' .;+' '. ~~- . 
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Slat 013 

1-17-45 - 1 Nov l 4ft report of the Slst OB - Project at UTAH Beach vas comp1e-ted on 20 Oct 144. 
Construction phase of Paris assignment b;y a"'detp,chment of 1 officer and 31 men 
w!'!s completed and turned. over to a maintenance unit effective 14 Oct'44. All 
Rhino 1erriea and Tugs at UTAH Beach, Normandy vere tUrned over to the 114th CB 
on 20 Octl44. The first echelon departed UTAH Beach 6 Octl44 and reported to the 
0100 13th Reei~nt, Plymouth on 10 Oct. Reported aboard USS WAKEFIELD 19 Oct l44, 
docked New York as Oct, and reported to NCTO Davisville 290ct'44. During the 
voyage the 81st CB personnel, in addition to other daties, had the job of guarding 
approx 2,000 Nazi prisoners. The 2nd echelon departed UTAH Beach 17 Oct l 44, 
reported ~elgnmoutht Devon on 18 Oct. reported aboard USS GENER.~ GEO. Q. SC3JIER 
27 Oct t arrived New York 9 Nov., and reported to NOTO Davisville 10 Nov l 44. 

~ 

1-17-45 -	 ~~):~~6~v!; ;:;~~~~6:~OC!~ ~u:!:~:· ~;::~r:·~~d1~ ~;,-~~12-UOT over I 
1-30-45 -- The Slat CB assigned to BlVE.(C~O·Sec. Itr 0030-2CX12-UOT over (SO)P16-5 over Ser. ~ 

0619030 to distribution list dtd 15 Jan '45). 
1-30-45 - The Blat CB de'Oarted D::visvi11e 22 Jan t 45 aboard APA 102 wit~ 51 officers and 

1117 men.(Davi;vl11e Sec. disp to Bupers 232250 dtd 24 Jan'45). 
2- 9-45 - Blat CB requests that a pontoon batt complement be established from 1153 men to 

1~63. (Slat C:S con! 1tr to Bupers dtd 27 Jan'45) 
2-15-45 - The Blat o:B de'1arted Davisville 22 Jnn '45 for FRAY on USS Riverside consistin~ of 

51 ~fficers and 1117 men.(Davisvl11e conf. disp to Dirpacdacks San Fran 082031 dtd i 
9 Feb '45). t 
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'," 3- 1-45 - ~he 81st CB"r~0~e4·to the lIAB on 16 J'eb t 45 - ordered to report to the 20th Bag. 
: , tor duty pending fUrther assignment. (lW3 3rd end (on Davisville orden dtd 19 

Jan145) to the OinC 81st CB dtd 16 J'eb'45) . 
3-17-45 -- HAD Sec. 1tr Ser. 03639 dtd 10 Mar'45 to the 81at CD - when directed b,y proper 

authority t~ .proceed to a point in the Pacitic !.:rea. Upon arrival w111 report to 
laCom BIVll to,! turthe~ assignment to the 47th Beg. Upon embarkation at mounting 
point the 81st em is detached trom the 20th Beg. ' 

3-23-45 - 1 J'eb'45 report ot the 81st C13 - IIIlbarked. tor Pacific area on 22 Jan'45; passed 
thra. Panama Canal on 30 Jan'45.. Report endorsed b7 the aDth Regiment. 

4-10-45 - The Slst CD is located at P.B. according to Dlrpacdocks .Sanlran Sec report tor 
15 Mar'45) '. 

4-17-45 - 1 Apr'45 report ot the 81st cB - On 28 March. the 81at boarded the .l.PA 191 tor 
transportation to OkiaaWB. On 1 Apr'45 the battalion vaa Itl11 enroute. 3 ofticers & 
68 men ot Detachment 'A' arrlved at Guam on 17 MarI'5 to supernae "Ihipment of 
pontoons to the 81st. lirat ten daTa in March 81st CB turnlahd a crew ot 400 men 
daily to assiat the 302nd CD. 21 men recta. trom a_caaual dratt.Szul. b,y 47th lleg. 

5- 8-45 - According to DirpacdocltB S.F. Sec Bep ot 15 Apr'45. the 81st CB'is to be relieved 
at Okinawa bY the 14Sth CBs 

5-15-45 - 1 Mar l 45 report ot the 81st 013 - On 15 leb'45. trut Batt was detached trom USS 
RIVERSID1i: at P.R. Batt was attached to the 20th Reg. and 2Dcf Brg tor a4m pll'poses. 
On 27 l'eb'45. 2 ott. and 68 men were sent torward to Guam aa Detachment A. !rhis 
detachment will supervise the care and reshipment ot pontoons which the 81st CB 
will use in operations. W11l report to the 5th Brg. at Guam. . 

5-22-45 - The Blst CB reported aboard the USS PONDERA. (APA 191) tor transportation on 
29 Mar t 45. !his 'Yessel anchored ott Begu.shi, Okinawa. OJ). 26 Apr'45. CUSS PONDERA 
~~~4t65(o~890r~ei:r'~E)OO2 dtd 3 Mq to OinC Slst CB ~~st eD.d. on mnlC~ordera 

. -." -. ...., .. ~. - . 
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Location - Okinawa Slst C.!, 

6-,&4-45 - 1 May' 45 report of the Bla t CB - located at Okinawa with a detaohment ot 3 off. 

and 6B men (Det A) at Guam supervising the reshipment of pontoons to the 8lst OB. 

Movement of Batt as follows: 

28 Mar145 - Blat OB. 47 ott. and 1053 men, boarded ship at Iroquois Pt. 


6 Apr'45 - Ship dropped anchor at Eniwetok. 
11 Apr ' 45 - Departed E:niwetok. l 
15 Apr'45 - Ship dromed anchor at Ulithi. t. 
22 Apr l 45 - Departed Ulithi. ~ 
26 A.pr I 45 - Ship arr!Ted at Nagushi Bay. Okinawa. t 

2 May' 45 - Depart ed on .2 May to r llalcagusuku \fan. Okinawa.. r 
6-13-45 _ Dirpacdocks SF sec report of 16 M~.y shoWG the Blst OB at Okina. with 70 men at Guam. ~. 

To be relieved at Okinawa by 148th OB. ~ 
6-25-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of the 81st CB - located at Okinawa. The Blat CB disembarked at ~ 

Nakagusuka Wan on 3 Mq' 45. Set up camp on the Awse Peninsula on the east coast t
of Okinawa. Operat ions as tollows: 518 men at Nakagusuku Wan. 495 men at Hagushi (. 
Beaches, 35 men at Ie Shima; 3 off and 68 men ot Det nAIf are at Guam supervisizlg ~. 
the care and reshipment ot pontoons to the 8lst CB. ' 

7-23-45 - 1 Jul'45 report of the 81st CD - located at Okinawa. 2 offcrs and 68 men at Det.nAI 
are still at Guam supervising the gear and reshipment ot pontoons to this area. 36 
men are atil located at Ie Ih1ma operatiD« pontoonsJargel. On 8 Jun'45 title 28th CD 
arrived at B'aguahl and by 11 JU11'45 had relieve4 the 81at as of all Weat Coast 
operations except the Detall at Ie Shi-.. Report via 47th Reg. 

0- 4-45 - ~eque ,st you ciirect OinO 81at CB to report by disp for adm control to theOinC 
u6tn ~g ~d for aper control to Comohibspec. (Comservnac sec disp 310207 July
to Isuom Okinawa) - • 



:::... ...~,•• ~"*~ ... -'>.J'. _._~.__ .._".-~ :> .... '., _oJr.._ .................. ,_ .....f~................~.~4 ._~.~.;~....-.... ' .........", • .,... .."" :..~W .._~~••••.,_____ .. ___ _ 


,OJ... Location - Okinawa , .J' . . Slat CsB. -.. ,.:,.. ',';' _" •. , 
8-11-45 - The alat 013 'reported to, the 36th Reg;'t;r dUt;r ZAng. -(Oin081st em sec d1ap 

03234l to O~mphiQspac and OinO 36th Reg) 
8-2.J-45 - 1 Aug 145 report 'of the 47th Reg. ·Located at Okinawa. '21 men transferred to 

U.S. for discharge. 2 off & 68 men left Guam on 14 July l 45 &arrived at Okinawa 
30 Julyt45 to rejoin battalion. 1 otf & 35 men on duty at Ie Shima. 

9- 7-45 - 781st C:a added'to list of activHies at Guam. (lsCom, Gaum Bec disp 010621 Sept'45 
. to CNO). .. 

9-18-45 - 805 :::len of the alst on are on Gumrj.:tt the hd.qtra of 36th Reg. the remainder of tbe 
. 81st OB including hdqtrs is FI.t present trans ferring to Guam from Okinawa. 

(1 Sept'45 report of 36th Beg). 
9-29-45 - Oincpoa approved inactivat ion ot 36th Reg. A 81at OB. (C1ncpoa ftf.l 232l.38 Sept t 45 

to Comservpac). __ 
9-29-45 - Oomaervpac desires to iD&ctivate 36th .leg. ,. 81st CB in Oct. Comaenpac requests 

Oincpoa' a approval. (Oomservpac conf cUsp 202245 Sept '45 to ClDcpoa). 
10-1-45 - 1 Sept'45 report of 81st OB - no info aa to location. .ieport yia 36th leg. &= 5th 

Brig. 19 un transferred for diacharge UDder the point qatem. 1 off A 35 lien 
who wre ,on duty at Ie Shima returned to 81st OB on 4 .Ave'45. ,Detach.IAI ot 81at 
CB left Okinawa 8 Aug t 45 & arriYed 1D. .... on 15 Aug'45. consisting ot 40 ofticers 
and 771 men. 


10-10-45- 81st CB to be inactivated on ~pprox 10 Oct.'45. Inform Oomservpac when in

activation is completed. (Comservpac cont spdltr aer 05466 dtd 1 Oct l 45 to 5thBrg)." 

11-15-45 - 1 lfov'45 repoxrt of alat CB - location not stated. Report via, 36,th Reg. A 5th Brig.: 
This report states tbat the 81st O:a was inactivated on 10 Oct 145. .~8 men 
transf'erred. to other units. 162 men transterred to lJ.S~ for discharge under tbe
point 8,fstem. 
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ON :BOARD 

'!m OFFIOERS AUTHORITYRlm 
1 JuJ. I 44 55 977 MoR 
1 AugI44 49 1030 MoR 
1 Sep'44 50 1018 MaR 
30 Sep'44 1009 . Beoap 

1 Oct t 44 44- 1009 )(oR 

1/ '~.1'% 40 1937 )jg~ 
1 l!'eb'45 51 111? MoB 
1 MarI 45 51 1109 MoR 
1 Apr l 46 52 1121 
1 ~'45 52 1120 =:1 All 
1 .rtm'46 II) Roster 
1 Jul'45 49 1094 Boster AllIP635 
1 Aug'45 1086 B1i1PS25 &P
1 Sept l 45 1059, BNP625 
1 Oct l 45 43 923 :BNP625 &,R 

8let Construction Battalion (Pontoon) (fi~O~IV'T?D) 

ON':80ABD 

DAD 


OJ'J'ICJ!§ m , A:OmORIf! 
1 JuJ.'44 55 97'1 MoR 

81st ConBtruc~r8l 



----- -------~ 

81st US Naval Construction Battalion 


c/o Fleet Post Office, San Fmnciseo, Cali( 


msroRY OF TIlE 81ST N.C.B. 

The 81st N.C.B. was commissioned on Febmary 13, 1943 at Camp Peary, WiUiamsbwg, Va., 

under the conunand ofCommander William P. Greenawalt, (CMC) USNR. The Battalion was transfez:red 

tim:n Camp Peary to NCI'C Davisville, RL The fust section oftbe Battalion left AB.D. for England on 20 

August 1945 and the second section on 4 September 1945. While in Englan~ the Battalion was engaged on 

construction wolk as listed below. 

Milford Haven, Pembroke, WaJec - Construction of 900 men hut camp and 200 bed hospital unit, 

and improvement ofwater-ftont facilities. WOIk done by 350 men in 4months. 

Ponartb, OJamorgan, Walec - Construction ofhut camp for 170 men including the renovation of 11 

msidences. improvement ofwater-front I:Bcitities, and the construetion ofa 50 bed hospital unit. WoIk done 

by 300 men in two and one half months. 

Eowey, Cornwall, England. Construction of USNAATSB. a 1000 man hut camp, a 500 man hut 

camp. a 150 bed hospital W1it, shops and other facilities. WoIk done by 125 men in 4 months. 

Falmouth. Cornwall, England - Completion ofUSNAAB, involving erection oftwo 750 men hut 

camp, a 1000 man tent city, renowtion of St Michael's hospital, and miscellaneous structures. WoIk done 

by 100 men in 5 months. 

st. Nawes, Cornwall, England - Construction ofUSNAATSB, involving erection of264 man camp 

and the renovation of 12 hotels. WoIk done by 30 men in Smonths. 

Bicester, Oxfordshire, England· Construction ofradio receiving and transmitting filcllities. 47 steel 

towers were erected in the first 26 days. WoIk done by 30 men in two and one halfmontbs. 

Salcombe, Devon, England - Construction ofUSNAAB. involving a 1200 man camp. Worlc done 

by 100 men in 4 months. 

Bandridge Park, Dartmouth, Devon, England - Completion ofUSNAAB. involving an 800 man hut 

camp, renovation ofhotels and construction ofa9S'xI7S' hangar store house. WOIk done by 220 men in 3 

months. 

Newton Abbott., Heathfie1d, Devon, England - Construction ofa temporary tent camp. Job 

completed by 29th CB. Work done by 70 men in one month. 



Plymouth. Devon, England - Construction ofadditional naval fiwilities including 60 - 2Ox48 huts, 

two 4Oxloo and two 9jx19j hangam. Wo.dc done by 130 men in a mo.qth and a half. 

London, England - Construction ofSt Christopher's School to a U.S. Naval Di.spensaty. Wo.dc 

done by SO men in one month. 

This battalion participated in the invasion ofNOIIl18Ildy aniving with thino barges and tugs at Utah 

Beachhead On D-Day, June 6. 1944 some barges succeeded in unloading their cugo on that day. One 

baqp: su1fered a direct hit from a German bomber resulting in 12 casualties. Marvin A Krull, SIc, 

subsequendy died ofwounds. Bmge crews were subject to intennittent shell fire and frequent strafing but 

no ftDtber casualties were suft'ered It was estimated that:&om D-Day until D-7, 12,000 vebicles or 36% of 

an vebicles landed were brought ashore on thin08. The battalion part.icipated in salvage work made 

necessatY by the havoc wrougbt by the sto.rm ofJune 19th. Operation ofRhino barges and their repair was 

conduoted fi"om D-Day until about Oetober 7, 1944. 

On D plus 4, a headquartem construcIion group arrived at Utah Beach and commenced 

constnwIion ofa bivouac area adequate for 1500 men. A headquarters operations group arrived at Omaha 

Beach on D-3 and joined the headquartem co.nstruction group in 1heir activities. Al000 man camp was 

erected and wint'eIi:md. and aJtmati.ons were made on the Chateau.de Pnmay in Paris. 

Until July 21. a pontoon assembly detaclunent remained at Falmouth for the purpose of 

assembling and fitting out rhino barges and tugs. 

Upon completion ofwo.dcin the B.T.O., the BattaIionretutrJed to the United States. the first section 

IDivingin the states on 20 October 1944 and the second section on 4 November 1944. A1b:r Rlbabilitation 

Jcave. the Battalion reassembled at NCl'C Da:visviJle and was IeOJganized to fit the new complement for a 

pontoon batIaIion. On l1anuary 1945, CommanderL.C. Coxe. (CBC) USN relieved Commander W.P. 

Gmmawalt as Ofticer-in-Charge. On 22 January 1945, the battalion embarked on the APA 102 (U.S.S. 

R.ivemide) at AB.D. Davisville. The trip to Hawaii took 2S days which inc1uded a one-day stop in Balboa. 

c.z.. 
In Hawaii intensive 1miningwas given an hands for the part the battalion was to play in the 

invasion ofOkinawa. Men were assigned to the pontoon yard operated by the 302nd N.C.B. for training in 

the assembly and operation ofbatges. Intensive instruction in rifle xange. sanitation. bmge operation in sun. 

gas defense., A.A fire, bivouac and an day hike under full pack, SCI8II1ble net. first aid, signaling and many 
other subjects were given. 0ut1itting ofthe Battalion was also completed in Hawaii. On 28 March. the 

BattaJjon embarked on the APA 191 (U.S.S. Pandora) for Okinawa. Bnroute to Okinawa" a seven day stop 

was made at Eniwetok and a six day stop at Ulithi. Assault landings from LeVP's and LeH's were 

practiced at these places and recreation parties were sent ashore whenever possible. On 22 April. the 

advance on Okinawa was started and the Battalion 8Irlved at Okinawa on 26 April. Disembarkment was 

delayed mti13 May when the Battalion landed onAwase peninsula in Buckner Bay (Nakagusuku Wan). 

The battalion made camp on Awase and sent a detachment on 10 May to relieve the 70th and 128th 

http:Chateau.de


BaUa1ions on the west coast ofOkinawa. An additional detail ofone ofti.cer and 35 men. was sent to operate 

~ at 10 Shim. From 10 May to 11 Jtme, the 81st Battalion operated,aD batges on Okinawa as wen as 

construeting ~ repair taciIities, camps etc. On 11 June the 28th Bat1aIionreJieved 1he 81st ofaD WOIk 

on the west coastofOIdnawa. Operations on the east coast(Buckne.r Bay) apandedm.pidly. In July. the 

battalion brought ashore 78.000 weight tIOI ofaugo and were commended by Cinevac via Joint Freight 

Handling Facilities for their part in getting caxgo ashore. One officer and seven men on a 4x12 bmge were 

towed 40 miles behind a Beet tug to assist in the invasion of.Agani Shima. The battalion also oo:nstructed a 

.400 man camp for the Joint Freight Handling Facilities. On 3 August;, the Battalion reported to 

ComPhibsPac. for operational control and the Stb. N.C. Brigade for administtati.ve control On 8 August. 771 

men and 40 officers left Okinawa on1he U.S.B. Niagara for Guam to stage for the invasion ofJapan. This 

detadunent arrived in Guam on 15 August 1945, the day b.osti1it:ies with Japan ceased. In Guam, the 

Battalion wmked on con.structi.onjobs for AdComPhibePac and also in the pontoon yard. The remainder of 

the battalion in Okinawa was brought to Guam and on 10 October, 1945 in compJianee with ConServPae's 

c:tirect:ives. the 81st Battalion was inactivated. 

INTERESTING FACTS ABQUfTHE BAlTALION IN mE PACIFIC 

1. The trip from Panama to Pearl to Okinawa and back requiJ:ed 67 days aboard ship ofwhich 53 

days were at sea harbor. 

2. A total of 99 officers have attached to 1he BattaJion during its existenee. 

3. The battalion was sb.e1led while aboard ship aru::hored otrOkinawa. was just missed by a 

Kamikaze plane. was aboaId ship ardlored next to two ships that were hitby suicide boats (one ship Stmk) 

wen11hrough 103 recorded air alerts; its bmge crews narrowly escaped suicide pJanes and fiiendly fire, yet 

not one man was kiD.ed or died from any cause whatever duJ:ina the entire Pacific Campajgn. 

4. The average age ofthe men in the battalion was 24 Itl yean, the oldest 50 years, the youngest 

17 years. 

5. The bulk ofmen were easterners with 573% coming ftom the Northeast section ofthe cotmtIy. 

6. The Battalion wasfotmed fiom men offmii:y slate and Canada except Nevada and Utah. 

7. The average man oCthe Battalion was born on or about Nov. IS, 1920 in the neighborhood of 

New Y 0Ik City and was now rated a third class petty officer. 

8. The Battalion was noted for its camp on Awase and for good food. AnDy and Marines came 

from 10 miles away to attend movies at the "Globetro1ter"1heater at Camp Awase. 

9. In addition to barges, the repair barges, known as 1loating palaces. repaired LCM's, Levp·s. 

Picket Boats, LeT's and LSM's. 

10. The 81st softball team made history in Pearl, Eniwetok and Oldnawa, never losing a game at the 

two fOIIIlef places. 

(' 
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11. One barge was alongside aliberty ship when it was struck by a suicide p1ane. Three weeks later 

the same barge was alongside an LST when it was struck by another ~cide p1ane. The barge crew 

continued right along with their work, but kept an anxious eye on the sky. 
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<jhronology of 	U. S. Naval Construct1on Battalion 81 
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13 Fe~ 1943 - The 81st U. S. Naval Construct1on Battalion was com

missioned at the Naval Construct1on Training Center, 

Camp Peary ~Williamsburgt Virginia. 

The Battalion was transferred to the Naval Construct1on 

Training Center at Davisville. Rhode Island. 

The Blst Battalion was transferred to the Naval3 Jun~ 1943 


Advance Base Depot at Davisville. R.I. 


5 JU1(1943 The ~ttalion was split into two-sections. 

1r--~ 

19 A, 1911-3 	 The ~st section consisting of 16 officers and 516 men 

departed from the Naval Advance Base Depot at 

Davi~ille. 
w~ 

20 A~ 1943 The t section left the United states. 

26 AU~ 1943 The . s~on arrIved at Rosneath, Scotland. 

4 sei(c 1943 	 The~V;ection)consisting of 16 officers and 523 men~ 
departed from the Naval Advance Base Depot at 

Davisville. 
~/.~

The aea section departed from the United States. 

The~~on arrived at Rosneath. Scotland. 
?/~~ .-~_#?e.-~~k~

The J.~ sect10ns were reunited under orders of1\ 	 . 
the Commander in Chief of the 13th Naval Construction 

Regiment. This was confirmed by orders of the Bureau 
~ 

of Personnel wAj:eb USI6 dated. 20 November. 1943. 
~_-r-/JfA/ 

cc~ 1943 During ~the Battalion operated at Rosneath 

which was its headquarters. Milford Haven and Penarth, 

Wales, as well as Fowey, England. 

N0(-L 1943 The Battalion continued to operate at Rosneath, Milford 

Haven, Penarth and Powey and began operations at 

Bicester, Falmouth, Salcombe, st. Mawes, and Dartmouth. 
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?;t 1944 


A~ 1944 

May 194~ 

Headquarters was moved to Penarth and the Battalion 

continued to operate at Milford Haven, Fowey, 
\. 

Bicester, Falmouth, Salcombe, St. Mawe~and Dartmouth. 

The Battalion continued to operate at Penarth, which 


remained its headquarters and also Milford Haven, 


Fowey, Bicester, Falmouth, Salcombe, St. Hawes, and 


Dartmouth. 


Battalion headquarters was moved to Dartmouth and the 


Slst continued to operate at Penarth, Milford Haven. 


Fowey. Falmouth, Salcombe, and St. Mawes. 


The Battalion, with headquarters at Dartmouth 


continued to operate at Dartmouth, Penarth, Milford 


Haven, Fowey, Falmouth, Salcombe, and st. Hawes and 


began operations in Newton Abbot and Plymouth. 


The Battalion operated at Penarth, Milford Haven, 


Fowey, Falmouth, Salcombe, St. Hawes, Dartmouth, 


Newton Abbot, Plymouth and London. Headquarters was 


moved to Falmouth. During this month the detachments 


at Dartmouth, Fowey, St. Mawes, Newton Abbo~and 


Penarth were secured and the personnel transferred 


to Falmouth. 


The detachments at Milford Haven, Plymouth, London, 


and Salcombe were secured and all personnel were 


transferred to Falmouth. 


The Slst Battalion began operations at Utah Beach in 


France. 


One officer and 30 men departed Utah Beach for Paris. 
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10 oc~ 1944 


14 oc~ 1944 


18 OC::2\ 1944
;:


19 ocy 1944 

r 

28 OC::A 1944 
r 

10 NO;'& 1944 

2Z jar:. 1945 
c-; 

15 ::-e:::. 1945 

17 Ms::-. 1945 
J 

The first echelon of 21·offi~ers and 496 men departed 

from France. 

The first echelon arrived at piymouth. England. 

The Paris detachment was secured and its personnel 

joined tae second echelon for return to the~ 

The second echelo~consisting of 12 officers and 539 

mer;,. departed from France. 

The secon~ echelon arrived at Teignmouth. Devon. 


The first echelon left the United Kingdom enroute to 


the United States. 


The second echelon left the United Kingdom for the 


Uni ted States. 


The first echelon arrived in the United States. 


The first echelon arrived at the Naval Construction 


Training Center at Davisville, Rhode Island. 


The second echelon arrived in the United States. 


The seconi echelon arrived at the Naval Construction 


Training Center at Davis~ille. 


SECOND TOUR OF DUTY 

The Slst Battalion left the Naval Construction Training 


Center for an overseas assignment. 


The Battalion passed through the Panama Canal. 


'The Battalion arr.ived at Pearl Harbor. 


A detachment of 3 officers and 68 men arrived at Guam. 
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2'13 Mai1945 The Battalion boarded a ship "nroute to Okinawa. 

6 1945APr 

11 Apr~ 1945 

15 APr; 1945 

26 APr"f 1945 

2 May 1945 

2 )lay 1945 

3 May 1945 

Jd.a7 1945 

17 May 1945 

8 :Ii 1945 

14 .;u..'"l~ 1945 
~ 

The ship containing the 81st Battalion dropped anchor 

at Eniwetok where the battalion was given practice in 

assault landings and recreational parties were formed. 

The Battalion left Eniwetok. 

The Battalion arrived at Ulithi where they were given 

recreational leaves and more practice in assault landings. 

The Battalion's ship dropped anchor off Hagushi Beach, 

Okinawa. 


The Battalion departed from Hagushi Beach. 


The 81st Battalion arrived off Nakagusuki Want Okinawa. 


The Battalion disembarked and set up camp on Awase 

~'=':..:'-:'.'"""'-.'~-:- .. :. 

Peninsula. Ok1nawa. 

Tne Battalion operated at Hagushi Beach, Kuba Saki and 

Nakagusuki Wan with headquarters on the Awase Peninsula. 

One officer and 35 enlisted men arrived at Ie Shima. 

A detachment of 1 officer and 7 men left Hagushi for 

Aguni Shima. 

The Battalion operated at Kuba Saki, Nakagusuki Wan. 

Ie Shima, and Aguni Shima. During the month the 

detachment at dagushi Beach was relieved. 

Two hundred and fifty two men were returned from 

3agushi Beach after having been relieved by the 28th 

Naval Construction Battalion. 
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All 42 year old men, of whom there werel8"were transferred 
, -' '~- " 

to the U.S. for release to inactive duty. 

Detachment "An, with Lieut. W.P.Larsen in command of 

70 men arrived at Camp Awase from Guam. 

3 AU,- 1945 	 The Battalion reported for duty to the Commander of 


Amphibious Forces in the Pacific for operational control 


and to the 36th Naval Construction Regiment which had 


administrative control. 


The detail of one officer and 35 men returned to Camp 

Awase from Ie Shima where they had ,. been serving. 

8 AU;.r1945 	 Detachment "An of the 81st Naval Construction Battalion 


with Comdr. Coxe in command of 40 officers and 771 men 


departed for Guam on the USS Niagara. The remaining men. 


under the command of Lieut. Larsen moved from Camp Awase 


to Baten Ko. 


15 AU~ 1945 	 Hostilities with Japan cease. Detachment "A" arrived at 

Guam and was encamped with the 70th and the 128th Naval 

Construction Battalions. 

22 Aug 1945 Nineteen men who were eligible for release to inactive 

~ duty were sent home from Okinawa. 

/
A~'1945 Detachment nAil worked on Guam in the Amphibious Forces 

Pontoon Assembly Yard and on the Advance Commander 

Amphibious Forces in the Pacific, Marianas Camp Area. 

The Okinawa contingent was at work constructing a camp 

at Baten Ko. 

S se	 8..... Chll.ds ~ Guam to Okinawa,r 1945 ~-toxe and 
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15 sep,,1945 

19 se~ 1945 

The Ok1nawa detachment of 254 men and four off1cers left 

for Guam aboard 8 Land1ng Sh1ps, Men leav1ng one off1cer 

and seven men 1n Ok1nawa. n~~ 

Commanders Coxe and Ch11ds re~o~Guam by a1r. 
. ~ 

After a very rough tr1p the Ok1nawa detachment arr1ved 

1n Guam. 

The rema1nder of the Ok1nawa cont1ngent, one off1cer and 

seven me~left for Guam aboard ~APH. 

~ 
The 81st Batta11on~ reun1ted as the off1cer and seven 

men arr1ved at Guam from Ok1nawa. 

A party was g1ven by the 81st Batta110n for all hands of 

the 81st, 70th and the 128th Naval Construct1on Battalions 

and the personnel of the 36th Naval Construct1on Reg1ment. 

The Batta110n cont1nued to work 1n the Amph1bious Forces 
~ 

Pontoon Assembly Yard and the Advance Commader Amphib10us 

Forces 1n the Pac1f1c Mar1anas Camp Area. The latter 

job was d1scont1nued and the Batta110n began work on the 

Advance Commander Amph1b1ous Forces 1n the Pac1f1c 

Adm1nistrat1ve Area. 

Farewell ceremon1es, wh1ch featured addresses by Comdr. 

Coxe and Chapla1n Farrel, were held at the Trop1cana 

Theatre. 

By 5 October, 1945 all work 1n the Pontoon Assembly Yard 

and the Admin1strat1ve Area was completed. Th1ry n1ne 

men were transferred to other batta110ns and a total of 

twelve off1cers were e1ther transferred for release to 

1nact1ve duty or to other batta11ons. 
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10 Oct. 1945 The 81st Naval Construction Battalion was officially 
. ,.,.. 

inactivated in compliance with the Commander of Service 

Forces in the Pacific letter 05466 dated 1 October 1945 

and the 5th Naval Construction Brigade·letter. serial 

number 011723 dated 10 October. 1945. All equipment and 

material was disposed of and personnel was either tr~.~n 

ferred for release to inactive duty or to other sea~e 

.units. This Battalion had been designated to participate 

in the assault phases of ;;f both of the operations, 

"Olympic" and "Coronet." -~ ~ -( u"7 '"--. 
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