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7- 5-44 - 1 Jun'<i4 report ot 62nd C - Ope at1ng e.t P.R. and J:uehue. Ie.. 

9-U-44 - 1 Jul l 44 report ot 62nd CB - no tilto on operations and location. 

8-28-44 - 1 ADgI44 report 01 6and Cl3 - operating at Pearl Harbor. Kuahua. Oahu. 

1(\-17-44 - 1 e-p'44 report of S2nll. em - o-pere.ting F't Pearl Harbor, Xuahna Ie,and Pearl' Cit)!' 


all on Oahu. Report ent.'t"r"ed by 8th Ree. 
10-18-44 - The 52nd and 133rd em's assigned temp. additional duty with the 5th PhlbOorp and 

4th MarDiv respectively for training at Maul to commenoe I Nov l 44. Seabee ~l 
acco• ..n..v affiliated un! ts in A. future operation anCl upon completion of as nut D 
duties are to rep~rt to leland COmL~der for as~ignmant to the 8th Reg.(CincpO& 
Sec~ (lisp. 110905 Hem. 810 to Comsarvpao dtd 11 Oct 144). 

11- 1-44 - 1 Oct l 44 rl'3port of 62nd OB - operFl.tiIlg at Pe<l.rl Harbor ~lld Ku.~ma Is. :estimated 
dBte of cOl'1l!)lf'tioti of present assienment il3 1 Jen'4·5. R"!J)rt E'ndor~,* ~,. 8th 3~g. 

11-3-44 - Th 62nil CB is assigned to the 4b Reg. (arlO conf. 1tr Op3Q-2CK15-UOT t:N er . 
. (SO)Plfi-5 over '3E"r. 01348230 to 131:..~ers an L C1ncpoa. dtd 27 Oct I 44). 

11-15-44 - 118 G2ncf as a of 1 liov'4!t 1 !l9~ie;n c1. to the H.Al~aa h11 on frlU) with 5th Phib 
CQr:.>e 1R\1P. .t:.mg p.ssign.!!lent by O:!.J.le>")o t . th. . 4ht BI9 ;.:.. in. tho th ::cJlg.(COI';'..'3jOl1rfn l.1l- c­
fll:i Sec. ltr 55-Cn:/e."t:)k over S~r. 001008 to etO dtd I·!ov ),!!).

" 11-28.44 - Sand DB as 19ned to URII. (:OlrpacdoClr. 128 Sec. Sal' 00465 to Comeerto fit dtd 
16 Noyt 44) . 

12-13-44 - 1 HOTt 44, report 01 62nd O! - Report f"",dorsed b1 8th Beg. H.A.:H. Pre~ d tor 
forward mo during Oct. We. r Haved b1 the loeth OD. 

12-16-44 - 62nd OB loca ed at Pearl Harbor end i in the B.A.~o (Co c DiaiJ. 
072103 dtd 13 Deo l 44. 

1-1l.-45 - 1 De 44 ,'eport of the 6 ~ d OB - Ioea d t _€I_~l l!er _ r. p rt mol'" b 
the 8th Regimant. 
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Loca.tioD - Ivo Jiiua .. . . " 

4-2-46 - lwo J opera\loD8 conU - . 
2.6 	 Jeb 45... Debarked. Pj, 1195. Work on J.i~ie].J 11 begone 
1 Mar'45 - Airfield rea~ tor·ttihtera. 
7 Mar'45 - Detached f 5th Amph Oorp. and attached to Garrison ]lor • * I J • 

. 5- 1-46 ~ !rhe 62nd 0:6 i. located at Ivo Jilla with Amph Oorps. (DlrpacdockB P S c Rep ot 
1 Apr'45) . .

6- 8-45 _ 1'h8 62nci CB 19 located at Iwo Jima" (Dirpacdoclte 3.)1. Sec Rep of 5 Aprl45) 
·6-1'7-45 - 1 "'<&5 report of 62n4 OB . 62Dd O})en.tiug .. a 1Dl1t at Ivo Jlat.. aoo Mil 

tnaaterred to 0aIIp Park. OD ~ta'10Jl 1. durtmg .1prl45. Jle.p.ort I'OU' rla 41.' 
Beg & 9th Brig. 


aa-45 - et Bee - 2Il4 wi
1 ....,·46 npon ot 62D4 OJ attached '0 41., ~g. e 809 
0Jl b 1. openUIig ••• 1m!' Iwo J1JIa. aoo 11'0 62nd. OB leI tor V.I. 
1'0 tlon lea.8 d.uJ'iDc Apr' 

. 6- 1-45 ... 1 Apr·4£) report of the Sand em ... lo~t d at I"tO Jima. Report end. bj 41 t Reg and 
9th Erg. 

6-6-45 - The 62nd CB is locRted at Iwo Jima. (hCom I i'O Jima sec d.i p 03l0Z'lu un to ONO) 
6-12-45 - Expected avaUability da.te of thfl 62nd C! at 1\10 Jima. 1s 1 Aug 145. (ObC 9th J3rg 

B c ltr 00137 dtd 28 ~'45 to Comservpao) 
6-18-45 - 1 Jun l 45 report of the 41st B.egr -S2nd 013 operating aa e., unit on Cent 2! Airf'tsld 

constr e.t two J1m.6.• 
1 Ju l 45 r pDrt of the 6.2nd CB ~ Op rat1ng ae UD1 011 Cent A1 

t 1"0 11 BepOl' ute4 a 41. A 9th Brig. 
The 6211d 013 1 cate- t I 0 JimD,. (100m lwo Jima B C d1 30 53 J T 0 Cl ) 
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11-16-~5 ­ 6and DB 8 inactivated. date not given. (OomBerYpao reetr Itr eer 129-3-61 dtd 
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then wen 
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Battal1on' n nt three t CRm, So eau,. , '.: ' \. ' . . . 	 ' . ", 

nc1 00, noe 1t ship ed out on roh 24 or .. 
Pearl Harbor. he 62nd 8 0 duty 1n Oahu r~r 19 on hs~ 

,. .. " 
t n nt to Maui on Nov. 2 tor h we J 8 g1n. . " .: ' 

i. 	 • . I t ~ . ' • 

t10n for the 1nvas1on g n 
, ' 

on Chr1st s D y, 194 ,.... .. 
and by ebruar;y 1, 1 45,th 1 8 element at the B tt llon 

board shlp. he tirst 1 nd~ng party ot the 62nd . . . ), 

hlt loon eb. 2 • th the 1~ bo41 ot ,the outfit 

co 1ng a hore during the next three days. On VJ Day, th 

62n4 w stlll on Iwo Jtm '. 
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By the time this Battalion book is df the press and 

in your hands, we will have spent almost three yeCl'S in 

the Sea bees. We will have traveled enough mjle~ on 

foot, on ships and trains and planes to have been Mound 

the globe at leasl once. From an over all vantage point. 

we have hCld cur ups and downs, our good and bad 

t,mes, bul we 'll Clil agree Ihat our hsf days in the ser­

vice are Ihe most memorable. Father 1 :me has mellowed 

and tempered a lot of those early mem >rie~ . Until today 

it's a pleClsure to sit down with the q6ng and mu ll over 

the Boot Camp and Advance Tr.lining clClYs. A~ you loo~ 

over the pictures on the fcl!owinq OllqC , you will sec the 

groups of qreen and qul!ib le rookies th~t are today sea · 

soned veterClOs of this war. By no stret. h of ~he imagina. 

t;on would we wClnt to qo through that orde<'ll again. but. 

we wouldn ·t give lip our Boot Camp e.perience~ for 

love or money. 

A group of the finest con~ tructio:l rlen :n the Middle 

West volunteered for service in the nC'·/!y.formed Sea be", 

legion~ and was called to active dut~l during the first 

days of December 1942. We bade goc:lbye to our loved 
\ 

ones and boarded trains in Ch'cago. Crtcinr.ati. SI. louis. 

Cleveland, Milwaukee and way oaints, ,eaded for a new 

life in the military service of our cCJntry. We didn ·t 

know "nothin' from nothin'" about th's N<'Ivy life, but we 
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were g<'lme Clnd sure of our skills or. the al ied build in:: 

trades. 

The first jo;t in the new life was iUffereo oy C;Jf oldster"! 

on Sunday, December b, 1942 ",hi e we were enro:J"e or 

cur Boot CClmp-bound tr<'l;'15. The oacers came out w· ~ 

a War Depclrtment announcement in big blad neClali.,e; 

that men over 38 years o ld would n~t be draf~ed. Severa 

of the boysfain·ed dead away Clrc the rest of them were 

suddenly very sick, but "here was "0 furr ing bad at "!I' 
la te ho"r. 

As e:Kn of rhe bulginq rec,,- ;t frd ins steaMed into Dav·s 

ville Station , CI covey of shore poli.:e, leo by a hardboiler 

young chief, came aboard as the official greef nCJ party 

Not knowing a Cf.;cf from i1n A::ilTli ra '. we were <'Iwee 

by the uniform and cowered lit hi :; b!lrk of authority Wre! 

we were oroered to stay in our , ces until a sh,,~e ·dowr 

dnd :n:;peelion had been completeo. A few of our fellew; 

veterans of the fr~f Wor ld War. Nere wise te t is bunk 

and gladly handed over the·r emf 'ty boliles to the non 

plused SP 's. Mas of us were qui: _ to d ig out cur cam 

er.,~ and whiskey and hand them C"':;r , feelinq like naught: 

boys. The Chief and his o.,rty .~ft edch rain loade: 

down with an ample ~ upp!y of mi ·i75, w'1ile we oegan -, 

,carn our lessons the hard wily. 



It was after midniqht when we finally tumbled out )f 
our warm coaches into Rhode Island's famous ze ro 
weather, A few stragglers iounqing around the star on 
platform :eercd ilt us ana gllve us the double shivEr~ 
cf the spine by yelling "YOU 'LL BE SORRY" and " :T 
WON 'T BE LONG NOW." Out of the night's black· 
ne 5 appeared anether Chief just W:len we were begin. 
ning to wender what came next. " Line up ' i ~e four rO'-'l5 

of corn , you jerks, and yeu know what I mcan. " "P. 
bawle<i ,) us. We began to .hdfle ido row; wh. 'n 
'ON THE DOUBLE" clime like II sharD report, and v'e 

got off the dime. ThosE of us thllt had never prac~iCl d 
th nllbit cf be:ng 'on the double" caught art fa ' t, 
lind before we rea!ized it the four rows of carr. we "c 
entering Camo Endico+t's famous oarbed ."ire enclosu"e 

' On the double ." We were II bewi;dered, cuffinq 
gang of Boots when we STumbled . e II hll t in fro 'l- or 
supply building 5·1 , very viet /IOC v6ry muddy frolT our 
mile hike. Our first tlls;e of Nllvy speed (7) came next, 
IlS we , famoed our fee t and threw cur IIrms abo I in 
wild motion~ to keep from frco7i!1g to dea th whi),) we 
wll ited for someone to remember ~c issue blanke ts and 
mattresses, and assign us quarters, W hen we were, a ll 
numb from the coid ano had !t; ~ t about g iven up ~ope, 
they gave us our issue . Off we t rudqed aga:n ir th e 
black night, stumb:inq over lumber piles Md droF ping 
our gear in the mud in search cf our bllrrllcks \·,hich 
were somewhere in 'THAT DIRECTION." It wa 5 , fte r 
three in fhe morning wnen we crawled be tween ou r 
blankets, So this was the Navy! We were sorry alrE ·ady. 

HEADQUARTERS COMPANY 

BoHom Row, (1011 to right}: Va rner, I~rn ;dge, Hall, Wil" m" Phillips, O' e , i ~ " , annody. lVI", 
FI ~h , Sdwip" W iIIi<. 

Second Row: l coro"", Bowers, Ri ld,i , Billa 10', W. H. Ni~hol$, Hor' " W"II " , Sun· I , H,· f, 

W;I'Qn, ,,, ""d.on, 8.tbcock, P.,lor;, Hoo" , BogQnr; r. 
Third Row: C()l lo"~ tI, R u b'l vi R~, Cpr;~, Sh '. H unt. Rive,. , Ab y, K"rw I, II" " Dorri~, 

Toben , Ri ... iniu .. , r~ fl ho'£f. K i r'l"",tU l . R imc'" Vtt c.(;Qrtl . 

Fourth Row : Si nnur. Td P n~ . tip i l l MulihaJl nd , 800 ('r, e· ndo , Bradl y, Od,i O<C. OU o. 
KM~<:r, W , me i " C on i<>y , Will.i , & ic " sows i , 8islo. 

Fifth Row: Lucr, McHu ", Eve cr, Tu.. c r, wr,d ""', $; hn~o, S.ml 0 . Ji, lue ., BallMan, W. O. 
N;c~ol., Mi," cr, H" " monn, Od,,,rq, Blad Durn, Fi ,". 
Top Row: RO{ , Goal! r, H i .. !! , Sc r ~ n, S .. lmon. K ien, B..II . Frc.d ,ie , C nw 1/ S,h fSCJ\o;t, 
Ki~rm, Ce><1 10, Mya,., MiI"'r, Tho,", N " ny. 



COMPANY A 
PLATOON TWO-80Hom Row. jI""I , riQ~!j : Ho..I;, Min­ PLATOON ONE--Iottom Row: line C~. mil, Ec E~ 0_ 

". Lin,. r, Hoo', Moy,,, , Loq.>, 8.J,j,cy Neal , l cKhbi' <­ W.l k'n $. O rmoby 0.".". 
Second R_ : Kdle l"" , Ni ,on , Ri> r f, ~i"" Mon, I ' 'Ion o Second Row: Ec.hl M&cltly Pall. I, Spi <' Joh". R~; H.. . 

K.iqhr, Hink, . md.n. 50"00"', 
Third Row: Kleinochmid t, Leach , P ppc>I, C", p . C " nnoll , By,), Third Row: Din,ma'e, S"oun. GaUi • ' . = Is in u( Hoff.".,n, 

Humbl , Moq.ia, Lew ••. E ...." b",th , C1JmCw Ell i, . 
Top Row: td ir: In (_1 m , 80 '-' , B !O~ ordin. H I ~h. [ _" 10, Top Row: Ar.de.",r Rue 4) , S.nd~lS. WaH.,. o..Fau I Hd""'/ 

P. .i~h R.muv Wo,d, Dobbin'S U..s m@l'Qr . 

Our fin t day in carnp siartcd with a chClmpion hoq­
caller rud ely awa~cning ll~ d' five A M wilh " HIT THE 
DECK." then he lurned the liqh ts on to prove he \"Ia~n't 
<iddinq. But we were anxious to see this place ;alled 
Boot C , mp. our firsl experiencos puffing a 10 1 of "W hy" 
questions in our mind s. With tee th chClttering an,j un· 
conlTollilhie ~nee action we pulled on our ddmp ' (iv ies ' 
lind beg,," a sed rch for what We had alwllYs 1no'.'ln as 
a ~l lhroom. W e were dil qoinq "round in circles whe n 
we decided that little house oulside with sign " HEAD ' 
nain'cd on its door migh t be the out house! W e " Imo, t 
IOfe the hinges off the door geltinq in there, it w.. the 
fighl place alrigh., dnd we b€:g lln to understdnd w.y we 
were the confused love children." 

II was on this bitter cold mo rninq of December 7. t942 
Ihal the Sixty-second Navill Construclion Baff alion wa~ 
oHicic'lffy born and christened the 'PeMI HClfbo( Bll lla· 
lion." We were mighty proud of bejng o rq.,nized t,o the 
fi rst anniversoty of the Jap . neo~ allack on Pearl H rbor. _ 

Our I rooble~ mounted when VI cdught siqhl of thdl 
fint cnow line a l b rcaHlIst. a t least tel men wide, ano 
a mile, long. W hen we rellche the serv inq I.: bfe expect· 
ing h,lm and 9q5. only fa h,W6 II dab of be<'ln5 <In 

p runes d umped on our /ra~ we ~ncw then I W(lS time 
to write Iclle(s o f protest to our cOflg ressme nd 'oCn · 
d/ors and maybe the Presiden . W e even decided i wa' 
c'I good idell to write Time magazine and expos! this whole 
NilVy Ihll t WdS t reat ing us with so little con ::ern. We II 
never forgeI ihClI firsl melil or how lile and gentlemanly 
we were 10 each other. no matlo r how blllck (Ur thouqhts 
might have been. Remember how we went <'Ir) nd S(lying 
, s 'cuse me " every time we bumped againsl someone and 
" Beq Pa rc o n," o r Please PllS~ the Mill ) d . Than 
You." W e were uncivilized mighty fosl thoujh , with al 
Ihllt sweet ta lk replaced in a few days vtith (.,yorite S<'lty 
expressi ons tha i most of U ~ us€d on Ihe &li9h l! '~1 prOIiOCo. 
iOfl . W e ""(Ore learning , bu t fast Ihe Navy w'y from Ih 

rig hl Wdy, 

'THE NAVY WAY_ 

mailto:U..sm@l'Qr
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\'1/" arrivcd .)- Peil·l, Hurbor on March 29 1943 repare::J 

to e n Ie into the <:oo~tru~t:on Cfogr,,,n of Ameri<:;.)·s mc~r 

im r-o( ani P.lcitc.: N;;"",l Basc, A mc"l from me first days 
we we'c -:ngc.:),d i'1 vmri of p a ramount imporiM<::e. and 

cur oubfardi."g I'ssic:~me:l- wa~ the ccr!:ln.c:~ion of com· 

r-1ete rep".·' nnd <.,rv; <::;n~ 'la6Iitic. for 51.DmMir.c~ .,t iho 

Pflilrl Harbor Suomdr··If! a .1~. Top. wo:k Wi!~ .Jfgcn~ "on 

C r 'ed ., hi9n plioril~·. 'M~inr b.,il::iing5. cn tn·~ l ingle pre; 

icoc j con~i>t!)d 0= i: argc nne-.h ine &hop. ~~·cfi:l c ~ho:>. 

pal lcm ~hof'. bJrdry an d l;iCY/:l r.11 ~d::~turon:;. O:Jr c­

ricia:'i> ,~owed ineir ~JO I VI~cn ·hey mol OO -nary chang(.~ 

in the c!~dri<:" liyrlem, <In<! irs lolll::.-<j oump.rc~.s reinfo'tc-d 

!:'ol'u{-k dl.<.i I"n"5 <lod pi(;ce:. of l'I'.:tchir<f!ry .lxI equip . 

mer,t . To re ·CIf(l he cr ieol !'.hortaqc o i hClr.;ing f"dities 

* * 
fo~ m~n ,1Od cfficcr~, 'Nt: c.of,~tn.,cfed m.1ny ....orr'3(;h , eoo 
rn~s hal~ ••r.rI g.olleys. L".ndir.g c.:r.. ft ,,!r.d Colmc iocilitie~ 

cl W".ioio Point and the adv~1ce b.1S'" ,('Sh·~me:1· d;;pot 

~I ~rc,(pois Point hoXl AA· I priori I' 5 dr.d inclu-de<:J' th~ 

ere<:Xon oi many que"set hUh. shop~ ard ,10 MOU Se-$. Vie 

huil' I-ugc wofC!hcus~~. rn.lc~. un "5philll plan ; we dis· 

rn..In~led ilnd rc·cf~cted ,",1S'; 'v~ o· ;tOf6gc tanh~ Ln fael 

we ngaged in eve y p!Ii!~e 0 ' conFr:lcticrI in Iho book 

Our m#;o rrowed great ir.gt:!n:.oity ol'1n re~O.lreeflJlnes5 at all 

li.r.es .lAd qoined t;,~ Ic.pcd oj other cutfirs (lnd hiq. 

rankin,? Navy officio s. The! INny Icth;r~ of ccmmendaf on 

we 1',,'Ceived were warrar.too ard apprlR':i1lted. We :om. 

piled al'. envj" b le recoJrd at Pltar. Harber of w ic:h we eM 

be jl.sl!y proud. 

http:l;iCY/:lr.11


DE B A RK ATION 


D-Oay at Iwo Jima found U /lboard our three different 

ips, ro lling awkward y i the rough swell, d few hundreo 

yards o ff Red Beach. By la te afte rnoon clIsuolties a shore 

wero ru nning 19 h as every hi p resent took 0 the in jured 

115 fas t as they coul be loaded in to ling an hoisted 

a board_ W stood oy quietly watching th is whole show and 

I,new i l au ld only b question r lime before we wculd 

wad into tha b ody hell d ~hore _ 

Our men 0 the two LST 5 w re eating "upper on D-Day, 

wh n G n roll Quarters' w , sounded through'Cl. I the 

convoy . Every man o f us scrambleo topside i time to 

ee th I J a Ka mlka pilol w~ "ring to make sui­

cid (un - The fi. , 1 J<I J plane roa red over the 10 o f LST 

No. 9<1] , th rough a bar ge o f dnt j ·" ircra fl fir ; . making II 

~uccess fu l cr/l~h iva int Ihe bow of an LST close by. , tart ­

ing '. rious fire · a ~illjng several o f the c re w_ We had 

hardly riq hted Oil elves from I i~ fi I $urpris . when th 

se<:ond Jap flew t ward u lST No. 943_ As his plan 

leveled ff fo Ih d th crll!h, the p ilo t must have d e­

c i ed he wa' a li ' lle 100 hi . for he pull d h/lr o n his 

,ti ~. dnd skimm,_ av .. us al m . I h ;9hl. Our gun ne r~ 
w re ouring I dd i 10 Ihi . Ni ,and cfor h could m k 

Ih la ~ 1 on . hund red yar , for his d ive int th -· LST 884, ho 

disinlegrat d inlo th in air. Th re wa . little time fo r cheer­

;ng our gunnors, for a Ihir J ,;p pillne was coming a l our 

two LST"s, nd it look d like II me nl to finish up th is job 
thAt th-· i rs! J had ~t arl H WIIS little off our 

coursa d~ n came in, sal de a mine Idyer I a~ w..,s 

nchored 51/l rboo H crll~hed mid hip, 
9¢ir.g thrOll h III th(· wdrd room. W 
Ie med la t r th;-; t anum r, ond m n ha been 

t,il <)s a r ~u! o f this e r ~h div~ ..,nd th ship WilS , lightly 
dol' aged . 

On 0 plu ~ 2 fh e Gen rill A lllrm WIIS unded a g in a s 

- {light of JlIp Belfys C.,me in (I few C I above Ihe wa ter. 

They aga ill m/ld e < If r ,I ~. ui ide hi , bul he majority were 

lnoded d own by th ace ..,11 fire from o ur sh ip s' n ii ­

i. r.)(1 gun -r - 0 r gr up r ships jl 9 in !.Cd ed L111 

It rmOO . 

O n D /-,1 ~ LST No. 884 W,1S Ih · rid o f our group t 

IlInd, hill ing G re ·n Be c h .-Ii 2200_ Four ho ur I te r they 

had comp letely unlollded all fhe ir qui men! n ug 'n 
for the ir fi rst nig ht hore. 

LST No . 943 round Ilshore on Red Beach No.2 during 

th me evening but unlollding operat ion did not begi 
"til dayl igh of 0 plus b. 

On 0 plus 6 , th group on APA No. 195 was IrllOS erreo 

o 1m LST and hit 10 be ch I t930 thll t evening. Un 

I d ing started immediately bUf ii was 0200 0 D LI 7 

before we shouldered Our /lei. 0 rna e the I n in A 

C-w yard.s the beach we spread out 0 di in for Ih 

night. During fhe (i I hour, we dug our fa holes, ev ,. 

thing w"s quiet and w had Ilbout decide thaI th~ Jd 

were fraid of Seabees, whell their f rst volley of mar r 

e p lod ed a r w undred 'flI rds ave u . 

We lay there for the nex l hour. hug ging olcani ISih. 

nd W<'ltched a ferocious Jllp ar iIIery a lac ha com. 

pie! Iy wi ed Oul a la rge M"" jna fuel and mmuniiio/l 
d ump. A s the fir<t lighl o f day began to d wn, we a Oil I 

f our sh 1I0w foxholes to 9 -t a goo 100 t Ih-5 '51 nd 0 

Hell. and we II silen lly tha n .ed God fo r watch ng ov r us., 
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T H E L A N D 

The dilwn broke quietly our firs m mm on the b liCit 0 

Iwo Jima, and we w r ti il alive. Cram, ed ,1nd stiff we 
pulled ( ll rse ves oul of the shallow f tholes to be greeted wi h 
cene~ or incredible destruct ion; .ive bombers :icr ming 
own ou t of Ih~ \ \;y I launch their rodeels on the hapless 

J I - nd Ihe sarxh o f en ilin the bellchcx high wi th 
supplies from the hun r s of hip<: o ff-~ or . Evidence 
Ih ti tMic ~l rug91 lh I h d po hed forwMd from the beac 

, rywhel'e, W aves 'oiled u con cra shed ov~r ou r 
, I .d ned <h ip~. tun . and bu ffdloes, ."hile Ihe sea worLe 
rden l le , ly on Ihe IIch~ J ap Ihi \ that ur mighty guns ha • 
lorn a5 under from st mo slem. T OWf1rin above Il S Wo S h 
f mous " Hot Rocks , ' M . Surab chi, a grim reminder of 
Jopa' 's rading wcr, with Old Glory waving gently in the 
I">r cae 0 Ihe, ;<.lhesl point, W e ho wit nessed tha i bl'> Ie 
from a d istance: ; we I:n w t e I'erri fic los~es our M arines had 
soH red c lurin<.l Ihui J fortress. 

O ur medi llI ion'. were broken IIp by the mm<!nd 10 shaul­
lor 0 Jr p<lds, W e ~logge<J along Ihrough volcanic sh ,eel, 
i 9 wilh th mell or de, th, up o ft th eac, over the ridq 
and, st Ai r.; trip Number O ne t our ,115i9 ed b:voullc 
It was a debris-lilt ·red bomb- eked pa lc of nm n's la 
we had acquired. W e sprea ou t and began te dig {Jur fox 

N G A N D 
holes wi h the ell cr er- giving he lucky ones Ihllt r ·-ehe 
hem f i rst II hea s ' rt. Discllraeo shell C scs, cortr; ge 

box s, J - !:J fence- pos~ !Jnd IIny scrllp maleri,,1 ava'lable. wer 
II collected and p ul to use ;n Ihe bu' . of our fo~holr.J 

helters. It was ' rush job in or er fh ,: cou be bela\> 

the grou wi h II cover ovefhead bGfare iha ee ' bl c 
night ulTOunded us_ 

Tho M arines ha set u heir rlillery in and aro n our 
C m and hey ~epf b rrage of projecliles url.i , over our 
he.!lds day an night. Durin II ~Hiod of t'Nenly d ys. on 
gun alone lof the do~en or .;0 locJ!ted in o r al f ire over 
three Ihousan rounds of eel at he J pi in the fo lOrd 

lines. 
Fresh water was a problem fro the 

wa ter distiJi t ion erew~' u he:r equi 
u If· r wer _ lot of men and t 'irs w ....'ere rll ione:: 

one can ieen per m lln II day, W ale the famou ' K" rat ion~ 
for the first t ys, ul none of us CJ ine any wight or 
those d inly mor:.els. A CIl of ho coHee wili more VI 

come than <i T·bone siela when ~he I n-in-o r tion~ 
were issued w coo~e our mellis in hobo fllshian, ten 0 he 
pof. "was twelve day~ before our fir' I cruoe show r w ~ 
sel up, and IN were dirty loi. Tempor ry 911 l1eys were set 
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B I v o u A c 

u Ihill imnroved th l.how iludlioo ond Ih firsl 100 f of 
bre4d from In bak,y W"' , fondly re·oamed "angel fooo 
c,,~e." Ou r he<lvy old helm Ih<11 w h d w of to Ihrow 

Wily many l im 100 on a ncw importAnce. It wa beMer 
Ih<l n n cn lrenc inq I 01 (or digqinq a f xh .Ie . il W4S our 
cooking pot. wash ba .in. Idundry II/ dnd btllh fub 0'1 VI 5 

indispensAble in he Foxholes () I nig j as a d lu c bed I n. 
when you too~ your lif in your han if you ~fuck your hea 

v g roun . 

O ur heavy iQmcnl m n bcgdn wad: on N umbc·r 0 
Airfie ld Ihe day we landed . beror Ihe fu ll leo th of Ih sfri 
had been sc ured by II! M rines. Our men f u ht off 
banrai .., It,) k . ducl fr snipcr\ bull I and ran for cover 
evcry lime Ih N; morl T' 9 I be d o n our equil mcot, 
but pu~hed on wilh I~ir 'iF rl ay nd ni')hl . 

Sey n d ys a fl r II, re I air a d conslru I i of h irli e ld 
ha tar! d. a c rippled Super. fori on Ihe way home from a 
bombing mi" ion over Jil tn made a n m rgoney Ill nd inq . 
. . • Our fe lows deserve a I I mOre ere il Ihan fhey haye reo 
eeiy d for Ihe fine job Ihey di during those danger ,lied 
hou . In fa I. il was r ugh. tou h ried for a I o f us, but 
we c"m ou t o f the moss be lle r equi ped 10 meel the aefion. 
pdcked day-.. lin 
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o 42 11, .10 

2, Feb 43 A. vanced tra.im.ng (ruilitary d t chnical) compl - (, 
Departed Dav! , R.I. for UD, F rt Hueneme, 

• 
f. 

l&2M ~.3 ved P01"t Hueneme, Calif. 

22 Ha:r 43 Departed Port Hueneme for San Francisco, Calif. 

24 Mar 43 Embarked on Matsonia at San Franoisco. 

• • a . 

29 Mar 43 

1 Oct 4J 

Arrive4 Pe 1 Harbor, Qabu, Territory of Haw 

. lbved trom liea to Red Hill. 

i • 

30 Oct ~3 

2, Dec 1.4 

Battalion secured from Red Hill and left for the 
. island of Maui. 

First chelon boarded Lenawee for Iwo Jima. 

Remainder of Battalion departed tor Iwo Jima on 
various date between 12 Jan 45 and 1 Feb 45. 

19 Feb 45 D.Day. First echelon arrived off Ivo Jima. 

Battalion landed at Iwo Jima between 24 Feb 45 and 
13 Mar 45. 

12 Apr 45 Moved to new uOamp Bola.­ (FDft Died) 

11 Sep 45 

Main job of the Battalion while on Iwo Jiina was the 
building of Central Airfield. 

Battalion inactivated.on Iwo Jima. 
(62nd NCB Itr Ber 62GB/A3-1 of 11 Sep 45 to 9th NO 
Brigade, via 41st NO Regiment.) 

• 
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