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1&!Q. 
35th CB transferred from HOTO Davisville to ABO Davi.ville 26 10T'42. (TWX 

27173a/11/43 from 0100 ABO Davllvll1e) 

Departed ADD DRv1.~lll. 14 Dec' 2. (TWX 16101'/12/ fro OluO ABD Davlevil1e) 

Sal1ed trom Norfolk. 

Arrived Noumea enrout. B~trltu Santo for general b con.tructlon. 


17 Dec '42 - Sail d on USB J ohA Penn 

18 Jen'4:a - Arrived Boum•• 

aa Jen' 43 - Lett tor epir1tu Santo 

2'1 JRJlt43 - Arrived Espiritu Santo 


12 otticer. 8~ 500 men arriye4 Bu,.ell II. OinO ake. reoommendation that the 
i Batt located on the Ru••ell I •• be relieved ~ 'eDt back to U.S. due to en'al 
cracJdng up due to inc".Ant iJomb1Dg. - not concurr d 1n by CO...avk•••• 
(1 Apr'43 report ot 35th OB) 
The 36th OB 10 looated t Rus.ell I •• (ComiaTBaa.aSoPac ar 8 to 00 SoPac Sea. ltr 
dtd 5-11-43)
1 M~ report ot ~5tb OB - operating at Ban1.kft. Rueeell Ie. 

"1 Jun'44- report of 35th OB - and Sect., conlht1na of 110ft. and 004 El, loCated 
at Banika. Rulsel1 la. 

S;th 0.13. 

1 Jul' 44 report 0 t 35th OB - 17 off. and 150 men at Banika. Buaa.U I •• 
1 Sepl« report ot 35th CB - locat8d at Ru..el1 h. On 31 jug' ~ the part ot 
batt. from Elpiritu Santo arriTe4 in Ru••~11 I •• 
1 Nov l 43 report of 35th 0:8 - op rat1t1g tn the Bu.eaell II. 
1 D80 143 report of 35th 013 - operating at Banlk~, Rulse11 I~. 
35th OB ordered t o Auckland,N.Z. tor 30 daya reat a f ter 8 Jan'44. (S.c. 111~ No. 
se P16-5 - 6279 ComN8vBa~~ Bu•••ll_ to Ol nO 35th OB Ser 00219) 
1 leb'44 report of 35th 013 - Left BuI8.11 h. on 9 Jan'44 tor month at ew z.e 1 
1 Mar'44 report ot 35th 013 - lett Auckland the last ot 'eb l 44 tor au.,ell I~ 
35th OB h loeated at Manu•• (A!JS 5/16/44) 
\ Apr' 44 report of 35th OB - Operation. at RulaeU•••our d 19 Marl" and lett 
3 d~1 later for SoWe,Pac w1th the nth Reg. 
1 Mq' 44 report of 35th OB - operating at Manu. 
35th CB h located at M8IIIl1 aa ot 31 ~1'44. (Oom••rtor'1tlt 0 1tl" ~9 OTe.. Ser. 
BP-OOl407 to Dlrpacdock. dtd 8 Jun'44) 
35th OB h locl'tefl rot Lombrwn ,ft. f Manus h. (Oom.ertor?fit eea. ltr A-9-" ovar 
Ser 00673 to Budocke dtd 14 Jun'44) 
1 Jun '44 rtrport ot 35th 013 - OIU!'l"~t11Jg at Lorengsu &110. 
1 Jul'" report ot 35th OB - operatiDg at MRDUa. 
35th c:.B located at ManUI - J'ollotJ1rur da.ta ot Wac al ot 1 Jul'44, 

Jan'43 - Arrived E~lr1tu S~nto 


Mar'43 - • Bussell. 

Jant 4A. - " AucklF.nJ. 

Ma,r14,4 - " B.ueltellll 

Mar' 44 - " Msnu. 
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.35th Q,13. 

8.2<J- ch duled return dr.t to U.S. ot 25th O.B. chang to 1 »c l • (Com'l'tlt o. 

dhp. 310103 NCR 951 to Oincpae dtd 21 Aug'44) 


9-30-44 - 1 AugI44 report ot 35th OB - op rating at Manul. 00 eertor7t1t Itate. in th 4th 
endorl mont that tbe ttl now ttach.ed to tb8 'th Br1& are to return to the S:>Pao 
coznmancl upon completion ot the pre, nt aslignment in th Admir tl h1 d 

lO-~4-44 - 1 ~p'44 r&port of 35th CB - operat~ at Manue. 	 an I. 

I ~24-44 _ 	 r.rhe 35th. Cl:I i8 n("Rted itt Lorenran, MenUB Ie. To be released about 1 Nov'44 to 
return to the O.S.' Operntiug under the 5th ieg.(Oom8erfor'l'flt monthly report for 
Aue'44 to ~u~onke Ser. nP001615 Secret dtd 12 Sep'44). 

11-8-44 - 30th OB 18 in th~ 5th Be~. and 18 locateo at Lor!B&au. It in estimated thBt the 
35th will b rele. ed on or About 1 Nov'44 to l'fIturn to the U.S. (Comsertor7flt 
::iec. ltr A9-4 nve.r :3er BP-0018S2 to Hudook8 dtd 1.3 Oct' 44 monthly report ·for ~op '44) 

11-39-44 -	 35th em located at ManUI. (00 len'7tU S c Dill' to 0 160133 ell 18921 4t4 ?, 
Bov',") 

12-6-« - 35th OB with 23 ptac.r. And 700 moD arr,:"'d (rpm ox,n'A' aa lipy'ti (Parkl TWX 
0613 .a4 »ov'44) • 

1~-18-44 - 1 Dec'" report ot the 35th OR - Batt embark.d tor the U.S. on 5 .0~·44 and. 
arrived at Oamp Parka on 22 Hov'44. .All ottioer. and n who ver out ot the 
State I 1 I. than 12 mo •• v.re tran.t.rr.d to other batt. prior t~ e barkation. 

l-~ _ lOot' 44 report ot the 35th CB - Was located at Muu. dnrl.ag Sap 44.. Bepori 
en40rled b1 the5th Beg~nt. 

1-5-45 - 1 )fov'44 report ot the 2nd Reg. _ ~he 58th OB reo'd a dratt of 122 men dur~ 

001;'44 from the 35th CB •

• 

35th Oi 

1-11-45 - 1 Nov'44 r-4pOrt. of the 35th OB - Endorsement by 4th :Brig••tat., that the 35th 
_ OB lett ,~us for the Stat~eB on 4 !(Q!:.'44._ 

1-30-45 - The 35th CB will be Iil.vall..ble from Parka for S~r 1 Mar '45. (ONI) S.c. diap to 
COll7th Flt lelA05 dtd 19 Jan'45). 

1-30-45 -- CinC1)OW requests t h, t the 35t:l CB which 19 Assigned to Sow.spao be A181gned to 
the 7th Bre.(Cinc})o,," S.c. disp to ORU 25-121 dtd 25 Jan l 4f). 

2-7-45 -- 'l'he 35th CB will be assiened to the 7th B:re.(CNO cont. dis!> to COIDeervpae. Oincpoa 
and Com7flt 291536 ntd 29 Jan I 45). 

3-13-45 -- Ho ships allocated 1n Mar'45 tor the lifting of the 11th, 35th. 68th or BOth CD'I 
(ComWestSeaFron Sec. d1sp to COlDaerpac 110038 Mar'46). 

3-16""'5 - OOID.er~o r.qu•• t ••arU••t poadble J.pril .hlpp1ag ot th. 11th. 35th, 68th, . 
aDd. 80th OBI to SaDIaI'. (0011. rrpao Sec Dhp 133333 dt4 1" Mar'4r5 to Co.erv7tlt) 

4-9-45 - 35th CB approx. eailing date 18 20 Apr '45. (Parka S.e report of draft movement 
dtd 29 Mar'45 to BuperB) 


4-19-46 - 1 Apr'45 report of 35th cD - locat.d at ORiD Camp Pa~•• 

4-30-45 - OOIDserfor7tlt Sec Rep ot 1 Apr'45 ahov. the 36th OB orO. red. fro. U.5. to Lelte


SflJB8.r area. 
5- ~5 - The 35th OB ET» SanJran 14 Mq145. (OomWesSeaYron Sea Dhp 360120 dtd 26 Apr to 

01ncpoa p) 
5- 0-45 - The 35th CB assigned 7th Brg. in Leyte.S8JDar area. (Dlrpacdoak:s S.J. S.a Bep ot 

15 J..pr'45~ 
5-15-45 - Sullie is confirmed as de8tination of the llth. 35th, and BOth OBI. (GHQ S\tPJ. Seo 

dilp 031308Z dtd 10 Ma1 to 01ncpoa p) 
0-16-45 - liM T COLEMAN lo~ded with equip ot 35th and HOth CR. due :liM:gtOk: 19 Har14~ tor

o(nWard routing Lor Okinawa. Delt. thele units hal been a e4 to SUb 0 Ba7. 
C1ncpoa P Seo Diap 090134 dtd 9 ~ to PO EnlwetGk) 

http:ttach.ed


35th C.:R, 

5-19- h - Litt OB. 11. ~6. and 80 to Sublc l3&y. My 3O~UI5 and. 000 er 0039230 ot ~ 11 b 

modified. (Com1nch sec disp 142102 dtd 13 May to OomweB.eaf~n) 


5-..:3-45 - 35th 013. consisting of ~ off. B.Dd. 1068 meIl, departed Park~ for overseas on 

18 Miq145. (CBlID Parks Sec dlsp 212330 MaJ" 145 to Bupars) 


6-21-45 - On ari'ival NAB Subie, the 35th C.B shall be detached b;V Cill Suble Bay and shell 
proceed and report to ONO] Manila-SUbic for dut,y with CBAE Manila. Comaertor7tlt 
will arra,nee supplemental trensp Item Suble to Manila a neceBBBry upon requ8at for 
s~e. It 1e requslted tbat Comaerfor?flt be dvil8d br OiAB ~bl0 of arrival of 
Bubj batt at Subie B~ aDI1 the date the batt departs for Manila. It iii directed 
that ONOB Manila-Subie loca te a suitable oamp site tor Bubj batt in the Manila 
area. (Oomserfor?flt Bec orders Ber 00500 dtd 10 June to CNB ~btc and ONOB Manila 

7-10-45 - OOJllserfor7flt aec loc Ichedule dtd 25 Jun l 45 show. the 35th OB anrout ¥anU.a 

from the U.S. - ETA 6/25/45. 


7-25-46 - 1 Ju1l45 report ot the 35th CB - loca'ed at ManUa. On 18 Mq I 45 the 35th em lett 

the U.S. for ita 2nd tour of avera a duty. ~e date8 of arr1~ and departure of 

the Batt are: 

12 ~t 45-departed San J'ranc18co. 

24 Na¥'45-.1rrived at Pearl Barbor. 

25 ~'45-Departed from Pearl Harbor. 

a Jun'46-ArrlTed at Ini••tok. 	 " lun l 45-Departed from h1wetok. 
e lun'45-Arrived at Ullth1 e Junl 46-Departe4 from Uli th1. 

12 Ju'45-.t.rr1ved at LQ"te. 11 JunI 46-Departed trom Leyte. 
13 Jun l 45-Arrlvad at Samar. 19 Jun l 46-Depa.rted trom Samar. 
19 Jun'46-.A.r.r1y.d at LeTt•• 23 lun l 45-Depar'e4 tro. Le.rte • 

• 25 Jun I 45-Arrlyad at Manila. 
On 	16 Jun l 45 while at Samar 8 men were ael1t to ManU tor collllllW11cation w01'k(Cont'd. 

on nut card) 

Location 	- MAnila 35th QB 

( Conti d) 	 and have since rejoined the Batt.' SiDG. arr1ftl at Manila the 36th as baa 
been &asilttiDg the 63rd CB and b, 3J Jul'45 will hie. ner all proJ ctl 
assigned to the Gar4 aB. Report ,,1a 3rd Ilea It 3rd Brig. 

7-2"1-45 - The 35th OB i8 attached to the 3rd Reg and 3rd Brg. Located at MIIllla, constr 

hdqtra for the 7th Flt and ONOB. (OCT 7th fit Seo Rep for June) 


7-27-45 - The 35th OBwaB diverted to Manila while enrout e to Subie Bay b, Oomeervpac cont 

disp 1Z1321 Jun to ONOB Leyte Gulf. (Oomaerfor7flt Oont ltr ler 01697 dtd 11 Jul 

to CNE SUbic IIay and ONQII Subia Bay) 


6- 1-40 - 1 Jul l 45 report of the 63rd OJ) - All 631'd CB prOJecta at Manila were turned over 
to the 35th CB for completion on 20 July • 

.:1-14-45 - 1 Aug l 45 report of the 77th OB - 70 men were trllRBi'd to the 77th OB ftom the 63rd 
CB and these men are now assigned TAD with the 35th OB located at MSAUa. 

8-18-46 - 1 .Lug145 report of the 3rd Brig Itate. that the 35th CB Just reaentl.Y arrived in 
the OOT 7th n t area has been aaB1gned to the 7th n t area prev1ouIl¥ beUc conat
ructed by the 63rd and l19th OBit. The 35th OB 18 attached to the 31'4 Reg " 31'4 ]1'g. 

t:i-~9-45 - 1 .A.ue;'·15 report of the 35th CE. Report came via 3rcl. Reg & 3rd Brig. Located at 
Me.nlla. 

:1-26-....5 - 1 Sept 145 report of 35th DB - loca.ted at Man1la. . , . .deport via 3rd Reg. & 3rd 
Brie. 

10-17-45 - 1 Oct 145 report of 3rd .Re£ - lataUoA Maila. 376 18& tr8D.lt.ned tor di.cllarfj8 
under ~he point ayet 

10-24-45 - 1 00tl45 report ot 35th OB - locatldat Hanila.. l. Report via bd Reg. " ard Brig. 
11-23-45 - 1 Nov l 45 report ot 35th OJ) - lQcated ai Manila Deport via 3rd Re£ & 3rd Brt 
2-14-46 - Report recelYed from 35th em, ~.ctlon I, dtd 16 Jan 46 .tateISec~'11 waa tormei" 


trom CB peraoonel rema1ning tram actlT1t1.. 1Dactly&ted 1n • Loc tlon -

Subie :sa,-. Zeroia1.a t Ita.zon. P .1. 




Location - Manila 35th CB 

LG-~6- 5 - 1 Dec l 45 report of 35th CB - located at Manila. 
3-1-4.6 ' - SectioD 11 of 36th CD formed fro. aB per onnel remain.lng fro U o:a cUv1U•• 

1nactivated in area. (35th as Seo 11 7.b 46 report). 
3-1-46 - 1 r.b "6 report of 35th OB. Sec 1 - located at )tanlla. liepoJ't 'ria 7th irl«. 
3-1-46 - 1 leb 46 report of a5th aD. Sec 11 - locat.d at Sub1c BItT. .. .. 
3-~2-46 - 1 Mar 40 report of 35th aB, Seo II - locatedat Subio Bq. Beport via 7th Brig. 
3-28-46 - 1 Mar 411 report of 35th CB, Sec I - looated at Manila. Report Tilt 7th Brl&. 
4-19-46 - 35th OB, Seo 11 discontinued and functioDs ablorbe4 by 36th CB at Manila. 
••• (1 Apr 40 report of 7th Brig.) 
....i.it 
6-13-46 - Oomaervepac directs 7th brigade to inact1vate 35th CB; follow u.ual procedure. 


(Oomservepac Al.patch 120008 v1a rAo Manila to 7th CD brlgade) 

7-10-46 - IBlCTIVATED, in accordance with authority contained in 1tr. OinC. 7tbNCBr/~2(l)

Sere 3987 dtd. 6-6-46. All personnel transferred to other unite and all 
material. eupp1~B and equipment 8t~t8dt.d and all acct •• c10led in accord. 
with current dir otlves. Recordl disposed ot in accord. with CB e1r. ltr. 20-44. 



Aside from their motto-' 'Conshuimus Batui

mus" (W e i.Juild, we fight)-there is nothing classi

cal about +he Sea bees. This newest branch of the 

Navy, t he Seabees-262 ,OOO strong- is composed 

of th e toughest, most resourceful and energetic 

bunch of builde rs, dockwallopers, repair men, and 

anti-booby t rap operators this war has seen. As 

such, the Seabees are something of an anomaly 

in the ce remonies and traditions of the Navy. 

A Seabee and his heavy bom ber (bulldozer} at 

But old t raditions are somewhat foreign to this 

outfit of horny-handed, cussing, gun-toting con

struction workers. Not young themselves-thei r 

average age is around 28-the Sea bees have built 

a lusty new tradition of their own. "Can Do" is 

the Seabee watch word from the Arctic wastes 

of the Aleutians to the steaming jungles of the 

southwest Pacific, from the central Pacific 1'0 thE 

Atlantic . 

work in a South Pacifi c jungle. Notice the fallen 
cocon uts. 



Equipped to work AND fight, this Seabee lud5 the d isembarkin g procession down the gangplan k 
on th e arriva l of a transport at .. South Pacific port. 

This war's two-ocean Navy and its air arm are -rransform ed into a base. W ithout the back-brea k

impotent without their global gir'dle of bases, 'mg wOI·k of the Seabees, +here 'lvould be fewer 

and ,:In island remains useless until it has been front-page sto ries of J ap flotilla s or a ircraft sent 



BEN MORHLL 
V,ce.Ad",;,. 1 

to wa rei y graves. Never has a ny Nav )' bean 

calleo on ~o so mbl", from island to island 0 set 

up ildvance base aHer -ldvdnec base with which 

to attdc the en my; for d large-scale attock is 

impossible unless t he e re well-equ;pped ')uitoble 

bases from wh ieh 0 operate. 

Ineiden ally, th Seabees, too, have thei r he !08S. 

Tne n~me o'f Aurel io Tassone is largely un nown. 

yd this 2B-ye "-01 e ~tdte - rOQd bulldoze" opera· 

tor pertor med one of the mosi ingen'ous neroic 

Ie t of the Wi'lr . During t h", rreasury 1 ~IMd I nd 

lOgs in the Solomons, he roared dowl') the ramp 

of dn L T in his 20·ton bulldoz. r to attack Jap 

sn ipers in ,'1 cocon ut-log pillbox , Using the steel 

bla e of the bulldozer as a sh ield. he chorged the 

pillbox, dropping the blade wh en 1e wa~ virtually 

upon the Japs. The bvlldozer litera lly swept he 

p illbox f rom its faun 'at ions dnd buried ~he 12 Japs 

in the J b! is. There are many other such stories . 

The I\J vy I ~arne m ny lessons at W aka. B taan. 

Corregidor. end G uam. among them that unarmed 

civil ian construction workers, t hou h will ing. cou ld 

not be e peded to pitch in and defend what they 

built. As an outcome the rirst eabee regimen t . 

cons ist ing of some 3.300 officers and men. was 

Cl u tho rrzt:d o n December 28 , I94 1 . 

Navy ra t ings were 0 fered to Sl illed construe

tion wo rkers to give up highly paid civ ilian jobs and 

volUrl t er for selv i e with the Seabees. Frorr 

W.!I( rtnd r Lonnie F Slid ., ( ~i~MJ quickly ...' :Jp hi, .....nl t wo rl.,j ,Un h. 
I.nded .., ;111 th .. u canG ""'..... of Mtlrin.. en 8o'Jq.o!Iinvm.. WUI1 Ir.e tor tot_ 
tlut oJ ro.. d thou h 10 Tn., I(Qrtl m.o~jn.1 River 10 ope'.'. hh .,1., m'.rif1Q unh 
Sud., ', puim* ilal bun mii· .p.lI.d i ~ "SLlud, r C.rcl . ' but P_'nf.r H. W . 

~1il j . r (I.It) 1.1 ., corr:s:t1.d t h ~ \fUIHinq on th. liOn.. 



An c'lirstrip talrs shdpe in the virgin jungle on on(' of the Marih,,11 hlandi. 

he ranh of 5 di ffere nt bui lding rrades , m n be 

gan ' 0 answer the cill !--vete ra ns of ~he last war 

e gar to got their lic ~ s in, men with la rge families 

63ger to do thei r bit, blacksmith, crane operato rs. 

plumb rs o ilers. electricia ns . weld ers. 

Before !ong. because the volun teer included 

m ny me In the ir forti s (the age limits were set 

at 17 to SO) . t he Navy beg n to call fhe Seabees 

" Grand pops.·' Howeve r, events have shown that 

those 'grandpops" hud t he stuff nd are o ne of 

t he best parts of t he Na vy . 

On ly meage r trai nin faciliti es and equi pmen t 



Seab... roll in the b.rrel.. 
avidtion 

were avai lable for the first Sea bees, because the 

program wa s organized 50 quickly. The first Sea

ees we·e sent overseas under-equipped. Typical 

cJ the early phases of the war- when the whole 

ountry was so un prepa red, these men of the con

;truction battalions called themselves "confused 

basta rds." By the spring of 1942, however, Sea-

bee t ra ining camp~ were being set up . 

Fo r the past year or S0 , the Se be e "boot' · ha s 

been g iven ei g ht fa 12 weeks o f intensive haining. 

He has lea rne d close and extended order drill 

r e an infa'ltrymar. He has learned tc run a 

The drum•• r. fill.d with 
94soline. 

hell ish obstacle course complete with pyram ids, 

wcter hazards, dugou ts. gun emplacements. He 

has learned marksmanship and use of th e bayonet. 

Parks and the other Se abee camps are equipped 

with schools for nearly every building skill . In the 

machine shop the Seabee learns how to do repair 

work which wiil fall to him overseas. Be becomes 

familiar with the types of bulldozers he wi i! op

era te in clearing an airplane landing strip or d 

barrccks si t e . He h,)s met his vesatile a U-purpose 

mechano set, the pontoon gear. 

The o ver-a!! Seabee organildtion is bro ken down 



in ~o five different types of units in whi c h exist a 

high degree of specialization and iack-of-all-trade 

versati lity. The first is the Seabe0 construction 

battalio n, to taling 1,080 men and 32 officers. 

W ithi n t hi s be tta lio n are super-speciali st:; with 

eac.h man sirted in trainiq into the niche for wnich 

he is best fi tted; there i) :"0 such t hing as () Se,l 

bee compen y ma de up only of ;rc n won:er-" o r 

C rpenter:; . or b ull dozer o pera to rs . While each 

Cjr1n g has ih specific wo rk to perfo rm th e Seabee 

scheme necessi tates that all turn to dnd serve flS 

he lpers to a ny other trade. When the.re is d wood 

bd rracks to 6 e built. the iror workers, the st ea m 

fi tt91 sad the elect rician s :end a hallo to the 

carpGI1 e rs who lead t he show. Simi la rly. if th e job 

i ~; in metals, the co I-pente r:; pass the iool dnd ta ke 

A S.dbe. tradar bdCh from shore to ,.mp cv'!'r oil 

!ubmnrg. d stcel mat. The shot WI!t S td~&" dt Port 
Hue ne me, C alirornia . 



oreers from ihe metcl i worker s. This d iversifiea- th reatened logi , ti cs earl ier- in the war. Each spe· 

ion has been largely res ponsible for making each cial bcHalion con s i sr ~ of 1,0 I 0 men and 34 a f icer:; , 

Seabe bat ta lion into a ve rsatile, closely-knit tearr. most of +hem'dodwal.opers' who 've lea''1ed t o 

cilpabie of pe , ~o rming cDnstruction miracles. cal! fhermelves lo g dir::i'''l n ~. 

The second 't ype of Sec bee unit is the ''specialist Not many months :'lCjo , ireighte s were being 

ba Hali on" - a euphemistic name for the Seabee lost only <'l f ow hundreo yard s f rom their d est ina

;tevedores who h.]'18 done so much to relieve the tinn . waiti r, q ~ ~/) ir tu rn h be u'l inaded by civ il ians 

Tr t' C's clnd 109' are put in plaCe! by MariM~S dnd Seabeel for II brid9c clcross a ;ungle stream on 
N... Brit. in 1,I.nd. 



Ships tied up for days, even weeks, were perfect 

targe ts fo r enemy attack. This situation was r 

lieved only by the arrival of hook-s!inging Seabee 

,peciols, who on one recent occasion handled 3 I 

ships with iJ b t o! of 61 .891 tons of fre ight i, the 

I "mM kdble ti me of 23 days. Today Seabee spe

cials are getting ship; unloilded c1nd turneo arolJnd 

0"1y5 ahead o f old schedules . 

The third type :Jf unit is the Seabee maintenance 

unit. Today , when a cor.struction battaiion nas 

completed the work of building a base, it is gen 

era!ly relieved by a maintenance unit. A battalion 

in miniature of 275 rren and officers, the mainte

nance uni+s defend what their mates have built, 

rep Ir uno improve and whe re necessary finish 

lef-t -o er pro jects. 

The fourth type o f u1it is Htle known but ex

t remel/ impo rtant-- the Seabee Marine detach

ment. In ( ,rder to release fighting Marines on a 

ha w rdous lending f rom the specialized iob of run

ning eq uipment ashore, Cl Se bee Marine detach

ment is attached to each Marine oivision. These 

Sed bees wea Marine uniforms , and as an integral 

pa rt of the Marines in landing and fighting opera

t ions, ihey not Orl:y do the regular iob of a (on

:; truction battalion . but form important Mtlrine 

combat L;nirs as well. 

The f ifth type of u1it, the demoiition unit, han 

d lf!s the man -killing iob of destroying obstructiom 

and traps. p lacE,d to hinder beach landings. These 

unit s, made t;p of one officer and fou~ men each, 

many of them former "hard rod men," have un

dergone a special tougheninq-up. They have been 



This. LST·borne pontoon ::clullwoIY went int" u,. in th4! Mllnh. 1I l5It nds inv.,ion Th . heoltvy QE:oIr 
tJnJ\I'ilhr in by tht= lS "f s beg 1n~ 10 ma ..... e"ho r-. Noh: ' I'IIt , id (! ·(ultJ 'cullien al join ing 'hE: ponto(..n, 
'lrtc~io~. togeth.r. Wh?n 'hoi III!quipm."t re.Jekel thl ~;.d o f th. t.Ht ponfoon, "du::::x\ " wili d r.H, it 

th. ,.,' o f 'h. we' ., to ,hor. , 

coa ched in the uses of dynamite. They have been iearned to lay rTline f; e lds and bO (:l by traps and 

taught how to destroy bridges, mine fields, r[.Jads, how to detect and ciismantie the e'lefTly'~. They 

barbed wire entanglements and docks. They have work on the lend but they also wo rk undN sea. 



A Seabee goc, to work on Tara ""••Hr!r thl! Marines hdd wr-e.s tcd it, ...,itt, much b lo od $~.dj from 
tho J a p •. 

Before he fi rs t assault wave lands, Seabee de

moli tian un its are at work, often in the dead of 

ight, unearthing from the sea near the beach 

'horn scullies," those upended and sharpened rails 

~Ia ed in V formation which can rip t he bottom 

out of a 1 LeT. 

The demolition units know now to clc'-lr the 

hor ors choked with (~,ur' own dnd enemy debri!>. 

Beca use they know how to use explosives unde r' 

water, the demolition of a sun ken ship is a com

pMatively simple iob for them. They M8 also 

skilled in placing exp losives alongside a grounded 

ship in such a way that t he suction w'hich holds it 

i~ broken thus enabling tug to extricate it. 

The Seabee's Island X is everywhere, from Ice· 

land to Asia . But a list of X 's tel'5 nothl 9 or the 

obstac les overcome and t he ski I and ingenuity 

shown by t he f ighting Seabees. At AHu Md 

Kiska. the Sea bees were among tnc irs t to land. 

There th Y swung from ropes in a d ri ving rOIn ~o 

chisel foot holes in the solid rod of steep cliffs ir' 

order to cons truct a t rad for a trave ling car iage. 

Before Ihe lost a~sault boat had landed, the Sea-

bees were t work replacing poorly consrructed 

http:blood$~.dj


ap in tallations. In rhe teeth of goles, bo ttomless 

1J'10ra sleet, snow, and fan tast i· wil liwaw stNms, 

hey hackeo I I,d ing strips ou t a so lid roc 'n 

recora t i e. Swclmpy hl'ld ra eve way t o 5 not ·, 

~ard oads. Sea ' aes dove into icy waters to erect 

Ihorves an do ·ks. Trey worked in short spurts 

Sf!'"bCl~ S 	 un!o ... d th oir supplies .nd .q uipm~nt, to 
mf'titl strips rogeth.r to form an a irfield . 

In warer up to 108 fe t deep, CI '1d So cold tha' 

hose ccw y ing "ir t-o ,hem ~ req uen tly Froze. For 

many Seabees, there was never 0 three-day perio 

when they were not in the bone-ch illing wat r. 

Seabee ba'talions h va been in wi h the assault 

wav es on almost every amph ibious operat:on i ihe 

c1 e ...,r th o. iungles, ro~: the airport dn.d put the 
The sce ., . is in th t · 8oug.:tir:ville iungles. 



This it the Bougllinville airstrip. in prepdrdtion. 

Sou th Pacif ic [ hey H ck th. job of hack ing air stead o f weeks. On Mundd. ror E::Xdr p ie, the 

fie lds oul ur ~h() island jungles with assurance . bomb-ravage Jap field W(lS put inlo liS Ie con 

O l tt:n rhe', airfields we re completed in days in ditl on in eighi day . On Tarawa , ~he lJ irstrip 

A litll, ~ ifficulty i. encount.rod in the boildin9 of • jun910 rOdd. But th" Sea b .. , . oon h.d 
everythin9 und~r control. 



B,inging the war to the Italians. LST formed a large part of tho hug!! .rmada th.t landed men 
dnd supplies on the shores of Sicily. Jeeps roll from one crdft dS dnothcr stdnds by , j.:Jws open, 

reddy to unload . Notice the pontoon causeway over wk ich the jeep carnes ashore . 

whic h h a ur~ befo re hdd been a malor threat to 

the U. S. position in the Pacific. Wc) S put into shape 

'o r U. S. f:,I,:lnes by the ti rre the la GT J a p hud been 

exte rmina ted . 

1[1 o ther thea tres of the war. the Sea bees have 

oeen equal!y acti ve. They were the first Ameri 

can detachment to land in Ahi ca . They wer"e in 

the f irst wave at Casablcnca. As the U. S. and 

British for"ces ro lled eastward, the Sea bees roiled 

wi th hem. The Seabee demo lition units were o ut 

in fro:1 t drl·; ti~1g barbed wire entanglements, iocat

in g 0nd deton dting booby t raps dnd land mines. 

They b ui lt housing and hospital fac ilities . Wate r 

su pp ly Cl nd p uri f i':;'Jti onwere aiso in their ha nd s. 

Seabees were In the vdnguard at Sidy and dt 

Sale rno. With the rrva sron forces under a heli of 

fir'e from the shor'a batteries, enemy bonr bers. and 

tiger" tanh whid oIast _d men dnd equipment to 

bits on every side, the Seabees unloaded thousa'l;:h 

of pieces of equi pme nt. cleared space tor dressing 

stutiolls. b lasted barbed wire entangle ments and 

took part i.-: tho fight. Within two days they ha d 

fumed the bloody bead of Salem:; into u terr

porary base of operations. 

Sea bees Iclndcd in F" an c€ with the firs7 of th e 

dssau lt forces . 

Sea bees ~ave improvi seo ma terials . tools , dna 

parts whereve r t he y have oeen stationed. Mo



hogany nd teakwood have been used to bui ld the In the midst of a world dedicated to destruction. 

hurnb l e~ r sh'3ds dnd shelters . C oke bot Hes have t he Sea bees are busy bui ldin g, repairing salvag 

been used as in sulator-s when a power I; e had to in,:!, (1nd fiq l, ting to m intain what rhey have 

e extended. Empty gasoline drums have been ~'I!'es ted f'om the iungle CIne the waste. When 

draft \3d fo~- a va riety of u:ses-roofing, shor'ing victory comes, we beiievo tha t iT will be in no 

ora indge sys tems . shower baths, culverts. O'lens , sr"'all pad due to the achievements of the figh ting 

qrilk , tru sses, bafries. piping, and even canoes . 

S••boe, ru.h maler,.I. aboard .hip for Ihp voyoge 10 Ch •• b"o'g, F"oc. . There Ih. Sub••, helped 

Briti.h and U. S. Army unils io , • • Io, ing Ih e h .. rbor 10 Allied .hipping. 




* 
OUR FIRST OFFICER-IN-CHARGE Allen , Norfolk, Virginia, while the enlisted per

sonnel received their preliminary training at 

Camp Endicott. 

in December 1942, after an intensive training 

prograrr , the Battalion left Camp Endicott for 

i'lorfoik , Virginia, from where it embarked for 

the South Pacific. 

After a trip through the Panama Canal, and 

<1 short stop (It Noumea, New Caledonia , the 

Battalion reached its first place of duty, Espiritu 

Santo, in the New Hebrides group. During the 

following three weeks, a camp was established 

and work on many proiects just started when 

one-half the Battalion, under the command of 

Lieut. Comdr. Snell, was ordered to proceed to 

Banika . in the Russell Islands. At Banika, the 

FRED C. SNELL 
Lieutendnt Commander (eEe). USNR 

The 35th U. S. Naval Construction Bahalion 

was formed at Camp Endicott, Davisville. Rhode 

Island, and was formally commissioned there in 

October 1942, with Lieut. Comdr. Fred C. Snell 

as the Officer-in-Charge. The officers of the 

[3c1ttalion received their indoctrination at Camp 

Battalion completed two important advance air 

strips in addition to building roads, docks, a 

Supply Depot, and a Naval Hospital. At Es

piritu Santo, the remaining one-half of the Bat

talion. under the command or Lieutenant (now 

Lieut. Comdr.) H. E. Hochenedel, was assigned 

the construction of a Naval Hospital, a P.T. 

Base. roads , and a communications system. 
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Upon completion of this work at Espiritu. the 

half battalion moved up and rejoined the first 

c::roup at Banika. 

From Banika. the Battalion proceeded to New 

Zea land fer a 30-day rehabilitation leave. At 

the conclusion of the leave. it was returned to 

BGnika to be re-equipped for a new assignment. 

At this time. Lieu+' Comdr. Snell received orders 

to return to the United States and Lieut. Comdr. 

Richard Roth was designated as Officer-in-

Charso of tho Battalion. 

OUR SECOND OFFICER·IN·CHARGE 

RICHARD ROTH 
LielJtcn.ant CommdAder (CEC), USNR 
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Early in 1944. the Battalion landed on Manus 

in the Admiralty Islands. shortly after it was 

taken from the Japs. Here the Battalion con

structed roads. ammunition dumps. warehouses. 

bridges. a Supply Depot. Naval Base Headquar

ters. and a Motor Overhaul Depot. At Manus. 

after 24 months in the South Pacific war zone. 

ihe welcome news was received that the entire 

unit was to be returned to the United States. 

On Thanksgiving Eve 1944. the BaHalion ar

rived at San Francisco. with great rejoicing . It 

moved into Camp Parks. California. where the 

officers and men were given their leave orders. 

A Her the 30-day leave period. the 35th Bat

talion returned to Camp Parks. where it was 

reorganized and put through intensive refresher 

training in preparation for a second tour of 

overseas duty. Lieut. Comdr. Roth was trans

ferred to an assignment in the States. and Lieut. 

Comdr. F. E. Byrns was assigned to duty as 

Officer-in-Charge of the reorganized Battalion. 

Lieut. Comdr. H. E. Hochenedel remained as 

Executive Officer. 

During its first tour of overseas duty. the 

35th Battalion received a number of highly 

laudatory official commendations. copies of four 

of which follow this outline. 



22 Oct 1942 
26 Nov 1942 
14 Dec 1942 
15 Dec 1942 
18 Jan 1943 
22 Jan 1943 
27 Jan 1943 

17 June 1943 
21 Aug 1943 

09 Jan 1944 
19 Feb 1944 
23 Feb 1944 
22 Mar 1944 

14 Apr 1944 
05 Nov 1944 
22 Nov 1944 
01 Feb 1945 

35th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

Battalion formed at NCTC. Davisville, R.T. 

Transferred to ABO, Davisville, R.I. 

Departed ABO, Davisville, for Norfolk. 

Embarked from Norfolk for overseas. 

Arrived at Noumea. 

Departed Noumea. 

Arrived Espiritu Santo. 

12 officers, 500 men of 35th CB arrived Russell Islands. 

6 officers 150 men of 35th CB arrived Russell Islands. 

Remainder of 35th CB arrived Russell Islands from Espiritu 

Santo. 

Departed Russell Islands for rehabilitation at Auckland. 

Departed from New Zealand for Russell Islands. 

Arrived at Russell Islands. 

Departed Russell islands for Manus. Located at Lorengau, On 

Manus Island. 

Arrived Manus. 

Departed Manus for the U.S. 

Arrived Camp Parks. 

Battalion at Camp Parks assigned for 2nd tour overseas duty. 




22 October 1942 

26 November 1942 

14 December 1942 

15 December 1942 

18 January- 1943 

22 January 1943 

27 Janu.ary 1943 

27 February 1943 

17 June 1943 

21 August 1943 

9 January 1944 

19 February 1944 

23 Febru~y 1944 

22 !.:arch 1944 

14 Apr i l 1944 

5 Nover.-tber 1944 

22 IIo'rember 1944 

1 February 1945 

~ 

35TH lU..YAL COTISr:'?UCTION BAT~ ~ L:~ .j . 

Battall.on. ~lo~t1ed • t II R. 

JTransferred to ADD, Dav ...... 

Departed JiliD, Davi~. __ _ 


Embarked from ~~o!'folk for oVur 
 • 

Arrivad at Noumea. 


De-pa.rted. NOl.1tlea. 


Arrived Espirita Sante. 


1.2 Oi'fioers, 500 t~en of 35th CR arrived Ruas ... _ . 
IB1ands~ 

6 Officers 150 ::en of ~5th CS a:-ri v d RU3se_1 
Islands o 

Remainder of 35th CB arrlv~d Russel_ Islands 
fr ~spi~itu Santo. 

Deuarted Russell Islands to~ reha ___ ~ _on at 

Auckla.r..d. 


Departed from Xe~ Zealand for Russel_ Is:ands. 


Arrived at Russell Isla~da. 

Departed Russell Islands tor ,ranus. -·::;ed at 
Lorengau,l On ,r,ianus Island 

Arr1 ved r.lanus Q 


De?,Jarted J,i!anus for the U.8. 


Battalion at Camp ?arks assi gned 

ove~5eas duty. 
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