
 

“Construimus, Batuimus” 
“We Build, We Fight” 

19th Naval 
Construction 
Battalion    

Historical  
Information 



19.th Cu..:eIlLlI~tl=-=';.::..t, MnrlMI) , 

':~:{}ri'C 
ABD 
:ie-'dy Date, 
Left A3D 
J(!,qtlw"tion 

8·· 4-42 .. 

9- 9-4.::~ _ 
11- f'-42 ~o 

9-1"-42 ­
11-11-42 ­
1-20-43 ­
3- 9-43 ­
3- 2-4(': ­

~-Zl-43 ­
4 .. ~5-4:; ­

5-11-43 ­

7-22-4~ ­

1.2- 9-43 ­

12-29-43 ­

1-10-44 ­
3-13-44 ­

4-11-44 ­
5...27-44 ­
,6-14-44 ­

6-17-44 ­

7-31-44 ­

2nd Embarkill.Qn
- Norfolk NOTO (CBRD ParksY\",

(fio~folk) ABD - Hueneme 
- l~ Sepl4,2 Rep.dy D~te- 15 Aprt45 
- 8 Sep~~(Sai1.d from U.S. 19 Sept42) Left ABD - 12 Jun l 45 
- *st;-MA¥'Re-»4.~4.Q~" IM~ :Meum.... Loe~',t1 on - Ok1D&wa 

J&Q. 
19th C! Rssigned to Marines Organization: 3 Const. Co's plue 3/4 HQ Co. to let 

r-lA.rines. One Const. Co. plus 1/4 HQ. 00. to repbeement rroup (to be known as 

"19" replacement ~roup") See s8pArA.te fUe for latter unit. 

Transferred to JM, Depot, Nortolk. 

19th OB attRehed to the 1st Marine Divitton noy located in 8 combat erea. 

Left Norfolk. 

4.rrlved lBpic. 

~8s1~ed 2nd Mer. Amph. Oorpe at White POppy. 

19th ell changed location from Inic to MA~e. 


til G19th CB SCheduled to leave for ~e1bourne. Australia. reporting to Com. en •• 
1st Marine :1'. 
Left Epic on 14 March for Maze. A.rrived Maze 22nd March. 
By Divi$ion General Order No. 74 of 3 Aprt4~ - First Marine Division the 19th nB 
designAtion will be as folloW'1 in the future. whUe a.ttached to First Marine Div •• 

Flept Mf;rine Force. ----Third Battalion. 3eventeenth M,;r1nes (Engineers) clo 
Fro San l!'ranc i sco. 0[,,1if. 

19th C,13.... 
19th Cll (3rd Batt. 17th Marines. 1st Div.) is loe~ted ~t Melbournft, AUstrAlia. 

(ComNa.vBAl!JeaSoPac areR to ComSoPac See. ltr dtd fi-11-43) 

19th Oll at Melbourne with R Ma,rine Division. (Sec. report 6-1~-43 - PWO 7th FIt 

to DuDocks) 

19th Oll main boq of penomtel leftGowa foT' Jilgat 29 Oct'43. (Sp~cial report of 

activities from July 23 to Oct. 24 - dtd 16 Nov143) 

19th Oll located at Goodenough teland. expected to move to forward Area in Dee. 

(Secret NB166/Al-l - 5455/Com7thtlt to Dudock. dtd Nov'43) 

1 Deet4~ of 19th ell - arrived complete at Goodenough Is. during November. 

1 JAn'44 report f)f 19th Oll - moved from Gooenough la. to Oro Bay, !lew GuineA on 

17 Dec'43. Moved from Oro Bq to Cape G1oucheater. New Britain 27 Dec t 43. 

1 Feb'44 report of 19th OB - opera_iog at Oape 'louchester. 

1 Apr'44 report of 19th OB - operating at Cape Gloucester. 

19th C:S arrived 1\'19ge11. 2 Ji.prt44 (Cn Rus.elle to OomseroD.opac disp. 030025 

Jun' 44 (SO»). 

19th CB is 'Ulder the Administr!1tive ~.nd Operationd control of the ~rd Amph. 

Oorps at Russells - to be known 1ndepeddently AS the 19th Cll. (Com.opec d1ap. 

to Co~en 3rd Amp. Oorp. 162154 Mp-y'44 - Sec.) 

J.9tb OB is located at Oape Glouce.ter RS of 31 Mayt44 (Ooms8rfor7tlt See. Itr. 

A-9 over Ser. BP-OOl407 to D1rpscdoclta dtd 8 Jun l «). (Prep@ring to lel'we SoPac 

Area) • 

1 Jun'44 report of 19th CB - located at Russells for rest period. 


http:s8pArA.te
http:Embarkill.Qn


--------

'731-4'-:i: - P!,pvirJ11:': ~ht.,ry of 19th CB from 19th OB report of 1 Jun'44: 

19 '8!p' 42 ........................ SaUed from U. S .... 

11 Nov'42 to 1J Mart43.•....•••••at WoumeQ 

21 Mart43 to 11 J1l1 1 43 ..... ' ...•at Melbourne 

17 Ju1'43 to 29 Oct'4.1 .••........at Cf~-trn. 


1 NOVI4~ to 17 Dec'43 _...... <. < •• Stp.ging at Goodenough Is ••• 

27 ~ec'43 to 4 M~'44 •••••••...•.Combat period at Cape G1ouce8te~ .* 

12 M8~' 44 to 1 Jun144 •.•••••.• , ••B.t Ru~gell,•. 


•• No location given in report - eleaned from previous reports. 
8-19-44 - 1 Jul'44 report of 19th CB - located at Russe1lB. "The 19th CB haa been de­

tached from the operational control of the 1st MArDiv. This unit has been 
ordered nnd will move i~ the near fUture to N'oum8S" - from 2nd end. b, Oomaeron­
sopncf'or dtd 28 Jul l 44 fit 19th OB report. 

8-31-44 - 19th CB to bp returned to U.S. when transportation 18 available. Men rec'd ainee 
I Sept43 to be assigned to 18th Reg. for disposition. (Com8eronsopac (S) disp. 
180948 NOR 9398 dtd 19 ~tJg'« to en Koumea) 

8-~4-44 - 19th CB looAted at Ruseells (Pavuvu) _ Arrt?ed Noumea Oct '42 (du., with 18t 
Marinediv. ) 

.. Ruue1h Mey'44 
(D8t~ of SoPac a8 of 1 Jul'44) 

8-29-44 - 19t~ ~~ dep~rt9d Russelll 3 AugI44 (part to Noumea). feN! Russel19 Airua1lgram 
150147 NCR 14207 dtd 21 A1l.'!'44 to ComBeronsopac .. Sec.) 

Locttion - N~~ 19th'O;!. 

8-31-44 - 19th C~ located At Noumea 1s ready to lai1 to U,S. with 18 officer. and 739 men. 


(Comseronlope.e See. Disp. 272110 WOR 6134 28 Aug'44 to ClIO)

9-12-44 ­ ~ ~:jererf:i4~i:!:~iii1;000f~!~~z,:i~~~ .~;~~~i~~;~~i!!t.~ via 

1 Sept'" ftpOl" of 19UL OJ - looa\t4 .., Pa:rk•• 
1 Se:p'44 report of 18th Reg. - 19th CB reported to the 18th Reg. on 10 Aug I 44. 
WC!! det1'lched for shIpment to U.~ on 2~ Aug'44. 45 men were transferred to he 
18th Ree. FFA. 

1-30-45 --- The 19th CB will be nwdy for shipl"l.pnt to Ginc-poII, 1 Feb '45. (Comincll Sec. diep. 
to Cinm"loP, 211829 dtft 21 Jan '45). 

1-30-45 --- Th. 19th OB is scheduled for ::BIVll.(Cominch Sec. d1s"p to Cinc-po.., 1'81821 d\4l 18 
Jan ·45). 

:::-1;S-45 --- P:,rbl orOGurl to tranqf.r the 15th and 19th 013 '", to Hueneme pbout 20 F.b 145 - theel 
batts ara as<li~ad to BIVE.(CNu conf. disp to Parks 081455 Feb'45). 

~24-45 -- The 19th aB con8iating of 25 offlc8re and 724 men departed Parka for IDen... 
21 lI'eb'46.(Park8 !'WX222228 :F.b'45 to Bupera). 

2-26-46 - The 19th CB w111 be read7 fer Cincp4ta 15 Apr 145. (Oominch Sec. diBp .0 Oincpoa 
222134 dtd 22 Feb'45). 

3-23...45 - 19th OB r8a47 for .m 16 Apr' 46. (Co_inch Sec Dhp to 01ncpoa P &: Adv Hq 201905 
Mar' 45) 

6-16-45 - 19th CB departed for overse~.s on 12 Jun t 45 with 1068 men and 25 off'. (Hueneme 

cont d1ap 140319 June to Bupera) 
7 ::!3-4b - The 19th 013 10 assigned to the 46th Ree and 11th Erg. effective 10 July. (OCT 

APe 3~1 sec report on aSSignment of OR units sar 897 dtd 10 July) 



19th CB.i..locfltion ­

1 J:u.l:y'45 report of 19th OB. Locnted ~t Okim;!'wa. 19th OB elllbarl,~ed for '\, 

CentYJac on 1:.>. June '45. IVf18 still in tre.nsit at the end. of June '45. Report 

CPl:oe vi;:; 46th RAe:. 11th Brig. 

1 Aug t 45 renort of the 19th CB - looated at Okinawa. Departed Port Hueneme on
8-25-45 ­
12 Jun t 45 and landed on Okinawa 24 Jul' 45 and set up camp at Tengan. Okinawa. 
Report via 46th Reg and 11 th Brig. . ' 
1 A1U~145 roport of 7th Brig. comments 1'e 19th CB. 19th CB depr"rte<.1 Pt. Hueneme. 
Calif. on 12 JUOfl '45 & debarl-::ed pt Okinawa on .a4:- July' 45. 19th OR now 1008ted 
in the 4Gth .rl.eg are~ at TAngan. 
1 ;;ie [)t' 45 t"fl1l0rt tjf 19th CE _ lOCElted at ClkinE'we. itep?rt via 46th Reg. & 11th 
Brig. 

10-<*-45 - 1 Oct '45 report of 19th OB - looated at Okinawa. .Report via 46th Reg. &: 11th Brg. 
119 men transferred to the U.S. 161 men were rec'd by 19th CB. 

10-31-45 - For consolidation purposes request inactivation when directed by CNQB. Okinawa the 
19th CB. (Col~r ••NOB. Okinawa con! disp 291147 Oct'45 to OomaerYpac). 
1 Nov' 4..1:5 report ot' 19th OB _ looated at Okinawa. Report via 46th Reg. & Imth Brg.ll-27-45 ­
511 men transferred to this batt. 331 men d~rted for discharge. 

Oom8~rvpac reqs NOB, Okinawa to inactivate 19th CB. (Comservpac spd1tr ler 5800
12-4-45 ­
dtd 11 Nov'45 to NOB. Okinawa).

19th CB rep!)!'tt~d inactivp.ted since 31 Dec t 45. (Conmrvpac 012101 Feb'46 diep to2-6-46 -
BuPers). 
Final date of inact1vation of 19th OB - 27 Dec 45. (ON08 Okin••pd1tr .er 17-46 

to Oomservpe.c dtd 1-28-46) n;AC ... IVA'J.'K;j 

Ifth OOlfSDUctIOlf JW!!AUOB 

" Jep. 1M2 ...-to .> ".. ..... Iwtoa .. 0.. e for ••'y(hlo•• IV __ 

vi... n ... Mertae hrn.... ~'. llodon. tor "'t 1ri'lli 1•• llari_ Div. 


9 Sap. 1M3 (JuDocJta 1'1' .... 48 .. GJO) Kot.U)1_ .'bov...t. ul rec' ot per­
••uel be _'raS.ae4 fl'. 0., Jra410Z'4. t.ltu. Oroet••d.lt. 

19 Sept 1M2 Lett Bortolk.. .
...... 1 ......__•11 .ov. 1941 


20 Jan. 1M3 .1••1..... 1114 Kart.. .IapId'b Col'p••, 
vt:d,. Popp,. 
9 liar. 1M3 No.,.. fr....... '0 ..1110.... 

22 Mar. lM1 Arrlv... a' ..1--.. 
I Apr. lta PiX' II.. AdM Je. %' ­

.... I, u4 C are ...._ .. 00.. f. a. .... 1 ~---
11 ..,.. 1141 llel'bov.o, ....'1'&11•• 
22 July 1M3 .'111 •• "lNv_ ~wo .,th n".. '0 luJoob - Ioor•• rep'. 8-11-41). 
at Oct. 1M3 llata 'be.,. per.OJlMl let' CJevn tor lea' (.,.0• .Ac'ivlU.. rep'. aa .1\117'0 84 0.... ta,,,, 18 _crt'.. IM1). 

1'0'1'. 1M3 Loaa.... a' .....U\1&h lI. (....., Dl66/.A1-1, 5465. COlI "'h JJI '0 We..). 
l' hc. IM1 Mo.04 trea Goo4eM'll&h '0 Or. lay. _ ••• 
2'1 Dee. 1961 :rr. 0... ... '0 Cepe Glnn...r. • .. :srtata. 

JM.l166 A'", 11....' ... 
1 jpr. 1... ..., o.p. 11........ 

2 Apr. 19M Uri.... 1u••l1. (00 llu••11a ,. o...rouopacfor 41. 0100 1& J1IM 44(SC» 
lll1q 1... t. 'be 1..,.....'17 bowa .. l'tll CD(e.aepu It.. lUlN ot .. "',m...,. 1944 	 A, c.p. ........, .. (....rtor'tl' aeo. 1.1' .A-9•••r BP-OOI4O'Y ,. 

J)lrpac4ook•• .1......). (Pr.,..t.»c ,. 1_....ao Area). 

-.f.I'4 :la" •• U'Ul ~[UlBl""p.JIlUU~
D...... 

, . " 
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Seabee Museum
Declassified

Seabee Museum
Declassified
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Oll!OAJD 

DAD gJ'J'lODS AU'fBOllIH 

1 JUD'44 26 -833 Moll 
1 Jul'44 28 826 Moll 
1 .tw.g144 2R 829 R &: BlP625 
1 Sept'" 30 "1 tot1 lOT'44- .,p 641 
1 Dec'44 .~. 933 BtlP625 .. Moll 

1 Jan t 45 1006 &'625 

1 J'eb'45 10'17 BU6iiU5 


1 Marl.ce 714 BlIP635 

1 A.pr'45 :BlIP625 
1 Ma.11 45 35 '" 90' JIP625 II I. 
1 J un'''' J4. '186 Bl'.P62511 J. 
1 Jul l 45 25 106' Roster &ReCap Sheet 
1 Aug'45 2S 1044 BNP6215 ,. 1l 
1 Sept 145 934 

95 trans. DP625 
1 Oot l 45 22 927 

145 Trans. BNP625 ,. R 
1 Nov'45 16 1153 BBPf525 &: R 

538 BNP625 &: Rt 3':c 1 45 In 
an 46 6 64 BNP 635 &: 11 

Seabee Museum
Declassified



IN REPLY 
REFER TO 

NINETEENTH U. S. NAVAL CONSTRl1CTlON BATTALION 

c/o FLEET POST OFFICE 


SAN FRANCISCO. CALIFORNIA 


!he lqth Ba"~llon raap~la that ~as .~nJ 'tirsts' to its ore41'- ­

b.~ the first C.B. groun to reoelv.·'b;ot ft training q' C~ !radford. 

'irein!a, ,nd bel~ offici'llly ordered to the Fleet M~rine Service va. the 

tint outfit 3Ul).c·lted to the "'·.rine Oorp. Yith s1t.nctlon to wear the Mu1n. 

unitom. 

BD C.ALml~IA: 'fh~ battalion b.n.ded -it lo',lme!\, Ifew ·;}nlf1<lonh., !tovembar 11, 

1942--52 da.TfI .I!lftAT' ernbQ1"katlon on Na....~l !fr.!U28~ort a.t Norfolk, 'ir/ltlnla­
ha...iD8 PUlled throuP.'..h the J?:'"'nl\lll!.l C"'n..l and l1avil1'!' m;>ue Du.".nt::l1"O JJ~:r, OtIba, 

and Balboa, POZ norte of ~~11. 


DUring tour months at ~oume~. the ~in.t~.nth· constructed 144 varen~lel, 

bull' 4oo]re ~llLl road ... '19 well "'9 retllrrdshin''! ~nd. r~t'Acu!'atb.~ nQtal Da 

P~clf1qu. ,..S 1ft Officers' K9SS ~n!; 'bllUd1ng the larr;!!>:~t bar b the South 

Pacifio Area-...gO feoet in If!l1.1!'th. ?or thh '''ork t.hF'. br·tt;~1Uun WS\B otiV6n • 


'wl1 done" pnrl hit~hl.y "oJm'!!ano ed by Geller"'l 'fogel, ';o:l!\IJ'lAnd tnt; ~pneral. 

PrelbdJu\!7 to c:onatr'.1otlo'l1 W".$ ~ mammoth gTt>i!r-- .job to 'he totAl of 


.ore th!'ll 100,000 C"loic ~rprd8. Cnncrete mh:1np.- ~l1l(1 rod cutting 'Iere done 

bT hNltl. Roak arluher, \!fere nut into bnedbte ",ct1 r,.." en(l ooral 1)ltB ".re 

world»?, twenty.four hours a Ii "'1. Of' the 11,:~ w~rehOUSE'9r 75 ware of' the Da.­

co•• 'Pen1l1nsul9. tT08. (411 stl!!ell. eonetrtlcted tor the 1st tearina All' COrpl. 

Ada.1UQn,,1 14'::'/,rehouaes were oontr'tlcted tor the !laval All' :;)ent, Slgau OOry:tI, 

snil PX ~Ues. PX W1lrphouaee ..,ere 40' b,- 98 1 while the WAD W~ehOU8•• 

wflre 40' by 120' zd utilized. met~l .tUn.!'; smd !'OGting. 


Wf\'er Yf;s bany Deflded! Geologic ex ?@rts fro'l!'l tbll!! 1st '(AD rl!?')orted 
the job IIt'!lmo'(J~1ble"-too 1R1Ch. rto!"p-l-etl"!lt" t.oo 4e,!TI. lQth 'Well 4rtllerl 
aOllml.ted the job to the .~tisf·Jeticn of th~ l'.,"0'9 CO!run:omrtinl!" o..nlltr;u 31.110.­
befo!"" the ·inmol!~iblelt order. tr~.v<;r8Ehl ofttebl eh"nnels to his desk. Siz 
b~.rgell we!"~ :>oer"'.teo tWl!'nty-fcu r nourn 't <hy. 3-10("') tonner!! ~.nJ 3-50 tonn81'l. 
A "OontoOD cto~k trla.s eODstrncted. tor th.~ 1st "lAC in reo('rd Urne. .. 3()Ot') "'01' 
-power line- nil rtlD f!"om the i\folH'1e~ Povpr aomr';o>nJ to the let MAC, ,.ad • 
(;ommunica.tion line 01' twonty-f'!.ve :rd.lef. ~cnn~et~~ 1'p.lltonta A11"l1ort with 
the outata:ndin~ or.!!'Bniza:Uons vi thin the ,jurisdiction 01 the :aureOll ot / 
Y~r"9 ~a "'ocks. 

lfp.LDoumrm. AHSfRALIAt March lq43. construction completed.. tne battalion 

was orderiIJd to re;'ort to the CommandlAg u.eu.eral. 'irst Marine m....ie1oa. 

vnich W~.8 uudergoin~ q trllining :md recu-:1erR.tlye ,.loel at. Melbourae, _8­

trnlia dter U. bi'ter ca.lfI'P~gn 1t1 Ouad$?;lcanal. _en ot the "Old lilne,._th· 

tt'ndly refer to th1a perioci a8 the Iinetz DiltZ Stade 


The outfit Wftl 4es1P3l"teci aa the lftU:a.o BAWALIOI ot the 8BYl!M!liE.~'1'H 

f.1API'E zr,rr.miII.RUTG RB}Ir "'~l'f and lmedhte17 veil' lato a 'rainiag 'Period 

under the 11l·"e1.'Tis1OD of M~ine Corp. lnatruo'on 18 -prepara'loD tor combat 

ein~ine.riDg. In ~dd1tioD. the Seebe•• conduate4 bear,r ~i~eD' Ichoola 

tor the t-rl~rinep. ~.nd did ~on8tl"U.ctloll in aDet n1'Owad 'he Marine Cum. As a 
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tillal dRl'ld tor tha '1attl. of Melboun." the M"rlnfl C:O!'l'JB rine In.'ruGtor. 

invited enl!rta from th. NIneteenth to !!. m;!'otnh, nrlr.mrlly to 4_onllitrate 

tire 8tt~erlor1ty nf the M~rtne8. !he ~tt~lion ~l~eeo first While the 

Marla. Indl'Ueiors took $I. seeonn 10M. thIrd. 


CAIDS, QtT.ll!!RSItAN'DI July 19~3. the BaUle ot J,f.lboune OTer, the !flnneeath 

val ordered to Nt. l'~&rtha, Q:a.eensland lome 2200 miles to the north 

'0 work vUh the U.S. 6th Arwy Eft,dneen. The !'!"OJect 1PS to w114 a POwttl' 

of Cairn. for u.e as a Lrge Arrq Operations BnBe. Work included a pove .. 

plant. l"alll"Oad n:pr, rOMS. campsites. f'ltrl !l l.'::1'.te drninage J):roJeot mea 

at reolaiJalag "he mrU.'.',rie,l swaml' .;t.rea. I'\dJ acent to' the oity. !lere the 'lin.. 

'eenth ad~ed ~nothor "ftr.t" by ~oing on an ~tabr1ne ~dlet". 


!he malaTial control dr~ina~e. 30 t ••t wide rona 3~10 feet long va. 

ai4ed b7 the u•• ot 8 3/4 yard dragline. ~hs,"4'!;i were COllstructed with 

'he aid ot tloflting '!lila drivers. and. a Rex Ste"M YO'j'ered :PaYer, (vt. 15 

toni, bucke' 1 ,a.) ha.8tened road construction. '!'he Fort lJireotor t • uea 

vae ••tabUahed, and 1£100 ':roe varehoUlee wr8 conat'!'llcted. fba eDginaar­

iD« offl0. bnllcUng va. 199 ' z 47'. Alain "iI\ter-",ell:~ we'~e drilled to 'he 

480th ot l?O t ••t to ftD'P17 3000 gallOD. ot ".ter ner h('}v. ~d _ eleotl"ic­

al J".t1C!l1l~UOIl unit carried 6900 .,.olt. to the r.'UlroM right-ot-vq. 


(K)OD'JMOUGR l~LAtfD: I.ater In October 1914.,1 B.M..... s. ifemh"",ll. oarried 'he 

lflnetee!lth O11t thr011#ll'b thlt ue~.t b~rri.. re.f aJld un to Goodenough l.lan4 

vh.ere it rejoiJled the lirat Marine m.,.1I1on. 'DIlrlng a short .11&.7 the Wtne­

t"nth bI111t briq••• maintained roads, md conatl"U.cted a major knq Roe­

"lta! tor the 'U'e~t. t1rst contiJU:en' ot Ant7 Nan... H.ere &1"'1'&14. were 

tlrst .znel"tenoed-lder to become ;m aecustomM occurr.UJe. 8TJeaalatioa 

YR. hl~h th~t this VB. to the Mjumnlnp,-otf nl~oeft tor laY.aloD. 


Eri"~e. buil' were either 23' % 65· or 12' z 40'. !he hospital ... 

oonn.ad ot 32 YU'd. 20 t zlOOt; 16 utili t7 hut. 20' x 20'; aDd • tI'Il!"«1cal 

V8!"d 20 t e 7?t-all nonerets neckS! and cn!"!"'1C~'ed metal !'Ootin«. 
 .0..1 
to the 'inet ...enth ...". AI'Imhib101ls '1'1'&0'01' s!'I't'a«e b7 .ueeiAl reqtteat of ( 
tbe r,omm&nd\~~ G~erAl. !raatore ~~ other 'YRluable utll1tl••••re retied 
'!"Om ~9""t dATltha. 

OBO BAT Vld. OA."'" GWUOIS"'UI By LS'f the bf1ttalloD wall lIIO'Yed to Oro Bar. 
'lew (Io.in83 to race".,.. t1n~.l indructlon' to!" the alMh1b~.Ot1. &IIs...ltoa .ev 
Britaln. ChriBtlllo.8 Morning-a.long with two battalion. ot '••plne 'ID.g1De.ra, 
the Nineteenth again boarded LSTI and .,.,.ad. 0" to 0..,8 G1no••ter to hit 

the be9ch ",t dusk 011 D-D<l7 'DIU8 one. In l"eoor4 ,,,.. the lad1D« aratt vere 

unloaded b;V d#rk Ifm.d the nest lIIorn1ftC JIO"I'ad Into til_ blYG'1laO are.. Work 
b~~n lmmedl~telr--road•• bridges, aDd commaalcs\lone. 

'. O~.'T.'e Glouoe.ter's prime t&lts vas to keep co_leatloa O-pflll to the 

tront lines, MlO thp. battalion val 11mUed to the DatarAl .derial. at 

h~.nd, 8e~ g!'liTel, ",olean!c :!l.h, ,.'llt ADd .ahOtIJ:anr'. General SheJ"aaD tanke 

tirin? ~rmo!'-rlercln.g 15MM shell!l to & depth ot 'en te.t nlp.reeded 'PAn­

matie dTilll~E' f'no. d;vn!UIIUe oren ln the opening laft -pita. Worltln« 
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,,,...,...tour b01l'" a dq. !J. total ot 75,000 cubic YfA.,.ils ot 1ft .... vere re­

moved from theae \"Ii... tor road nrlaclng. Ifhis Sherman !!ethod of drll1­
1JUt 1noreued ))1'odt'.cUoll 3~. Piere were tbrow out for Lft ad tOM 

landing r~~ a saw.gl11 wn. erecte~ to turn out finished lumber. CoatlDD&1 

rain N'ld I'DOtt;v tnl'!)u' ftre vera no sid to prODe••• 


'tOlna on. Ot.!p8 Glonceatu, th8 batt~Uon 8XDerleaced. well oyer 125 rei 

al,n, qd 9:; actut!.l bomblJUr'. 'l'he ~",l. HeJU"t VA~ Ill",qrded to , ...t7-.""• 

...bere ~f tbe b~tt~llon. fty~ of them ,o.thum~~.ly. Qhester Perkins, MMlo. 

(em)' UIIB, new a Marine Oornl O'tu'e'l"t'atit')n 1)lmle cnr'9r fU181J7 tal'!'ttol7' ttPO"p­

,lag f1~.a ~nd dlrecttng ortl11ery tire, ~. well a. dro~t~ ~11.~ to 

the fl,lthUq: uU.. He also 'r~9"orted h1e;b l"nnkinp; ot'fic.,... Perkin•• 

be.idee recei't'ing meritorious nr~~otlQn 1n the field trom -.Jor f~.ral 

Jtca:perte, Commmldlng; Gen.er"..l ot 'he 11.,..t Marin. DI.'t'1eion. reoe1Ted tbe }la.,. 1 

Air M81'.!!1 >';.l1il. a citation from the Admiral of the li-rst 11eat. 


PAlUYU - Ifit,; C.\UI.1lC'JIA - U. S.. A. ; lIar17 Jbl1 19i~h-urde:rI'l-Itl.eIl\"'B Oape GIn­
oe.t.r ::D~ return wUh the J'irst )Carine .I)1Yialon to PaYU"t'U 1n the llusseU 
tiled.'. Until relieved 1::7 the 331'd }JeD and. ii...il1n,: to New C...led.onia tor 
re.'. th. Blneteenth )Ullt inatal13tlons ~~ facilities tor the p~ Mariae 
tt••t C9JI'p, aad thoua;h the New CaledoniA. .top wae :primarily reCN.perr.UYe in 
JRll"J'ose. be.drdd,n£a were 1I8de Oil a Seabee .t~lng Area. Order to sail tor 
the 11. 8. A. halted the ~'!'OJ.e', ~d Oft Sft'!'tember 6th, 1944 the Svec11eh 
Ltnflr 'o"'~. oarried the ratl'u!'l1ing cOlllPlaeni Wlder the Golde Oat.......a4iag 
a 'YO y.ar 01"111•• about the S011th Pllei!1c. !rlVtlponR.Uan h").d , .. under 'he 
flage ot tour nattona, on ;8V~n tr~lcport9, ~d six LST.. Returned, tAl 
1l1nete8llth voted t. n ...· naMe, thf.' G~.O::l.t:r.i.v1·'1'~. yllich V!Eta ll~ter to becotU the ••a' 
at tha baU'ul·::ID. ntttlmA,leT. '!'.brae men. hp.d BJotJ'I'led AUfStral1<:1D 41r1a a4 anothel' 
had. bee._ ~~ed to Ill. French I?\ 1'1 in 'So'Jllt9a. 

S'!'AT'JIlSIDE - ? A..ttK:B - iili1i:!f1!~BI I t ¥'at at C,'IIIJ) PlU"kl, O~lltor nla \hat the 
Olot.t1."ott~l"" 11DdM'''''''' 'J"lIfOt"/rn.nbation. trr'tilliTltt. AD'~ reC"..:'Oe1!'Atloll.. Ma:DJ' 
11ft who hlld 'btt.m the victim!O! \')f 1O!!1:'!lJ"i'l "'''~l''e transferred to thlt ~'It't'al 1foan1tal. r 

On le'b!"U.a1'7 '1 the bl?ttAlitm .'r!mBft!rrftd. to Pon !!a.e'rl_. to ,.,1ok." . 

It. t1~1 oontln~ent bero~e emb~~lng 011 a second tour ot dnt,. M08t new 

lien vere trgeh trom 'boot II _d. "'It adt'!1tiona.l \ra1nl~ r>erlod "98 ftC\t'!.ire4 

wbtl .. trt.1ned mpD. ltere vol"k1n~ ~s ateT.:ior8s. nsl'l7 meD. vere Able to 11.,.. 

vtth vi.,.•• -nr t~il1e~ th~~h 1~~11itl.9 ot ~ha .a~ HomoJa OroJeot. p~d 

1t .... 'Bot uti1 the l?th ot June th!lt troems _bd'lted 011 APA #6, the Heywood. 


'.(UN, OrnA."At ~. trl.,., ot b.2 d",.. ~~" 'he ba.ttal.lon eto..,. at ~earl 

H~rbort ~l~tok 1n th~ V~Tnh~lst ~n~ Ullthl in the O~rol11l•• betore 

ltOl11F. ~~,,~,.~ on Ok!nBt<'1I\ Sh1",~ thflt ....en.1t'l!1; of July 24'h, one aonth Mid. 

tvo ~~y~ ~~tel" th~ i8~d W~. tinslly secured. 


!he cQRnttte, Ioc~ted Oft the south ahore of ~~ OR the P~aitic 

side of th~ I~l~nd. c~r1.ed eome thirty acre., t ..1.,.. ot tb.. baing 
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uti••l,.. UI. tor ~v.:rter. ~lf bdt.l\llon ...aUvtt;7. In ~J!d1tloll to ClGU"ten 
"ere 8ev~n mlttnSf.lts, Dna Butler bu.iIdl~ uled by 9a.nnly. ~n(l a COIImOIUe td 
three Butlv bu.tldtnga fabrloateCl. tor a , ahaned Mess Ht:;11 and Gallq. 'PoI" 
t7nhooll" - ~ number nt wonden barrac!t!1 vel'''' ereoted :"'.t. v .. 11 AS eorrut:A.'e4 
.t8~1 he~d. and ehOwerl. 

Prior to A.uRl1.st 15th. the "'M!.~~n B.rwa vne de8t1ne" to be con.med .1 A h1Ice 
ftT",,17 ~"llul Wft.rehcm,ia.g ~:rea. !he lTlneteenth ~I!I Dnl!l or i;ll ~ bRUalionl ...... tor 
'hi. '''3k. In 'h~ ~ "'.rea SOM,. 50 ,()')f) O'!'l'ble ;V'lJ"ds ot .arth were .o.... d pre­
varator, to t.he eonl!lt~ot1on of ,"enteen ~rono.ed Multl~l•.~ W~rebatt,el. 
100· x b(X')'. b.'"r kD.oW!t aD :te.q West W'.l.I'~huuses. Only one ot 'h••e 'W"ll' . 
ereated wUh tn:arround1ng (lrai~e ~.nrl one l'aQdlflec\ ~UO!\t"~t (:1SS). 

In tba !!.:! ArBR, e!'..rth mOTh,'!", ~~dlni:. ~ad tnlr1:'1Oing gr~"U7 aotw.tgbe4 
the .,.dlDr, building job. More than a.!:!!! million ~blc yard" ot fi\fth p.r. 
IIOTed. RJ\d .r-n intrie·..te draine'h~ s;rstem de''91011~t'!. Gor.crett'! :laD.' vera poured 
tor tlTe Jmlltln1e nrch 'f!;.'~ehl.it":H~S 100' % lV,)o·. ro'ttr \<f.rr; ereoted. M area 
of 300' :dim t ~~.s t!'T'aiJ e6. '.no. !1l rt".ceci ttlr AD. Ol"tlnf:lno~ il:!l"'n .;tor~e t.!Ild wareh­0\1... the "Irn.reh.ous8 cUd not m.q{;e'"iR.U... . 

In tbe m ~~ ,tr.~o!l:lni'lt.ely ?5 q.uonflletA1 (3SA.nt s) werE:! oon,true'. 
with all adc..i Uon&.l tifteen eombinRtion 120 "an hec·ds ~n(i sho"'~.. Xlectrio, 
lewr, "nd nto!' laes 'fiJI''' eneadecl. .. Off10er.' Mess of four bu1ld1ncl ".. 
al.o ereett04: one 40' lit 100' Bnt1er 1N1141n« ~d. tbre., 2",]' x 48' qa.onl.'•• 

the 'S~ !!.t! St .. U,OJ1 ..~» 8red'_ !l!l\Q :U"Ba oom':11eted. 'dth three quonl.'. 
201 S 56 1 e.nd one aOllbin2tioD heae] dO. mo""r. At 2! O&t.:~ln t 3 ~llI't.1'I 
W8re ballt; two quOIl.etl ~th ~oiftlng le~-tc·s. 

It is .stud ·il th",,' 75% of all .\e.udllll!: ct!"UctU1";U 'tor"Orlt Oll Ma. We.. 
W&l"ehousea ""'t! ae'S\r078(1 1r! the l'l"!"~a.t, ,,..,hcon of October 9 ::--nd 10. !fear17 aU 
'bu114lruea yera reeondmf!t'lld nT" r~!!l-\.!"erl "n~! in IIlr.l\V csse'S ""'l'ev1:;uslJ lneta11e4 

. t0lU14dloni of' tlmb~r. 8te., Y"!'e r.,~lMed b3r cOllcrete. Ail the ba.1141nc. nl'e 
reinforoed ~d thorou~~17 Itorm-~rooted. 3 g!~~t1e job in 1tl81f. 

'!'he !iinetef!Dth hnd A Iwlrj in m~ other 1ll'OjectiU It ~rartded aD 'llm4..... 
groulld mldn for electric!.l diet '''Urutlon in the t·~edtC!~l ann Orinan06t .torac. 
areall feOJI'l th. :WSCu «ener,. to?'s; Jr!''.1r..t n1 l1p'-ri. t elenhone lin.. to the a.6th Rect­_.t aDd the lith :arigrAe vlth I'!Jl !If.Y'!!'!tJe tftll man cr~ v~tnhlng qTe!' ~••e ad 
ora cn.e!'ator w.teb; oner~ted 'Reinmentpl ",!'bac. durp; eonmlete4 a itlllr .t1Uoa 
gallOft "'fill' cllS~ waier n~ing ~n<i wrltlc"tton 1mU .tanB4 bT th. 68th JattaltoJl; 
pPI.ded p.ud sn!'f'&eed O'neon ato~e "!ru. tor O27-.448,,,1_e 1'181'1 1'1)' x 300': ant 
butlt '" geae,.~tnr sh,t1on for 11.e 75 JCW ~enel'~toH in tbe lfsn !ru.ltlGrte.UOIl 
area ~fJ .".11 A.S '1'1tJI8mi.~loD line. both ude!'Cl'OWld ad oyerh.ad for warehau'.1 
fl Md f~ "Ild WID MIlt nhtrft' i ve all" D.I. l'neftl8rt Ar.I. Oor&l tt11 of ell .'It­
l'1Al\ble ldInunt WP..I tu.!"fti thAri tor the YSD Dockl. lfIhere fta tl eonttmtal oal1 tor 
..~11er vorkl~ nart!81 for oth~r proJects ~l...ing tke 19th .. h~d 1Jl ..-trOUI 
other t'l1"O.iectll not mentioned luI~~.:l! .• ~ til t" 

Altho'l1J!;h the 181811ri had been I.'cure 1101'. ,~ .. aollttl on the dA'. 01 nr 
l"ndlnp.:~ ye lost on••"..D by ••..,. action and _nerl_- .a.ay air alms ad 
attend~t RAtt-&lrcr~t tire. . . 

One of th., mOlt l."ortJ!!D.t fuaotioa.,,:rto.e4 .. tile battalion dvlnl it.' 
ele.1nc d!"l.Y'1 tml thp.t 0'1 recfJ1....1.ng Sad 'PM.fernBC •• for 41Ich?..rp and relefl.e 

to tnact.i". dut,. hom 1 Seotember to 10 nec.bar 1~5t aopro:d.llate17 700 lIan 
were transterred to the United St~t"8 tor dlech·rge. la the .ictDlt7 at 1.000 
men. were tr~nefe1Ted to othp.r units. nils 
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15 Aug 1942 

19 Sep 1942 
11 Nov 1942 
13 Nov 1942 

24 Mar 1943 

11 Jul1943 
19 Jul1943 

01 Nov 1943 

08 Nov 1943 
12 Nov 1943 

17 Dec 1943 

2S Dec 1943 

27 Dec 1943 

28 Feb 1944 
03 Mar 1944 

OS May 1944 

07-12 May 1944 

03 Aug 1944 

19th Naval Construction Battalion 

Chronology 

U.S. Naval Construction Battalion 19 was established at the 
Naval Construction Training Center, Camp Bradford, Norfolk, 
Virginia. 
The battalion departed from Norfolk for an overseas destination. 
The battalion arrived at Noumea, New Caledonia. 
The battalion debarked and set up a camp; the men built docks 
and roads, as well as 144 warehouses for the Marine Corps. 
The battalion embarked on a transport for Melbourne, Australia to 
join the First Marine Division. They undertook training and were 
designated 3mBattalion, Seventeenth Marine (Engineer) 
Regiment. 
The battalion embarked on trains for Cairns, Australia. 
The 19th Battalion arrived at Cairns where it began working with 
Army Engineers. They did surveying and began several projects 
to build the Port ofCairns. including a power plant, a railroad 
spur, roads, docks, a campsite. They drained a swamp area. 
The first echelon arrived at Goodenough Island and joined then 
First Marine Division to prepare for the invasion ofCape 
Gloucester in New Britain. 
The second echelon left Cairns. 
The second echelon arrived at Goodenough Island. On the island 
the battalion built bridges, patrolled roads and experienced its first 
air raid. 
The advance echelon embarked on a tank landing ship for the 
staging area at Oro Bay, New Guinea. 
The advance echelon arrived and debarked at Oro Bay. 
The advance echelon embarked on an LST and sailed from Oro 
Bay. 
The advance echelon landed at Cape Gloucester on D-day plus 1 
and was designated 3mBattalion, Seventeenth Marines 
(Engineer). They were assigned to building roads and bridges 
with local materials. 
The rear echelon sailed from Goodenough Island. 
The rear echelon landed at Cape Gloucester. The battalion 
experienced 8S bombings, and received 27 Purple Hearts. 
The battalion departed Cape Gloucester in two sections for 
Paww in the Russell Islands. 
The battalion arrived at Paww island and commenced working 
on a camp, mess facilities and showers for Marines. 
The battalion embarked and sailed from Paww Island. 



09 Aug 1944 

23 Aug 1944 

06 Sep 1944 

21-22 Feb 1945 

12 Iun 1945 

24 lui 1945 

18 Aug 1945 

09-10 Oct 45 

01 Sep- 10 Dec 1945 

27 Dec 1945 

The 19th Battalion arrived and debarked at Noumea for rest and 
recreation and to await a ship for the United States. 
The battalion sailed for the United States, and left their equipment 
with the Eighteenth Regiment. 
The 19th Naval Construction Battalion arrived at San Francisco, 
California, and went to Camp parks, California. At Camp Parks 
leaves were given, the 19th Battalion was reorganized and trained 
for a second overseas deployment. 
The 19th naval Construction Battalion entrained and arrived at 
Port Hueneme, California, for training and reoutfitting. 
The 19th naval Construction Battalion departed from Port 
Hueneme on Attack Transport #6 - stopping at Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaiian Island; Eniwetok, Marshall Islands; and Ulith~ Caroline 
Islands. 
The battalion arrived at Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands and set up 
camp on Chimu Wan. At Okinawa the 19th naval Construction 
Battalion was assigned to the Eleventh naval Construction 
Brigade, Forty-sixth naval Construction Regiment under the 
Commander Construction Troops, Army Service Command 1. 
The battalion was located and erected a camp in the Tengan Area. 
They worked on a site preparation, erected warehouses, camp 
areas, and the Tengan Fire Station. 
A typhoon destroyed 75 percent of the construction. The 
battalion repaired and rebuilt the damaged buildings. 
The battalion became a receiving and transferring unit for 
personnel. 700 men were Transferred to the United States and 
1,000 to other units. 
The battalion was inactivated on Okinawa. 
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