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“Construimus, Batuimus”
“We Build, We Fight”



L3t uiarkation 19th 0.3, {ist Marines)
o 2nd_Embarkation

10C - Norfolk NOTE - (CBRD Parks)™
533 - - {(Nor~folk) ARD - Huenene
ievdy Date. - 15 3Jep'42 Heady Date- 15 Apr'45
Left ABD - 8 Sep*42 (Ssiled from U.S. 19 Sep'42) Left ABD - 12 Jun'45
Sestinstion - Xsb-Marire-Divisien Russells Neumes Loesti on - Oklnawa

10G

H.. 442 . 19th CP assigned to Marines Organization: 3 Const. Co's plue 3/4 HQ Co. to lst
Marines, One Const, Co. plus 1/4 HQ Co. to replmcement group {to be known as
“19" replecement group”) See separate file for latter unit,
3- 9.42 ~ Transferred to PMF Depot, Norfolk.
11- B~42 - 19th CB attached to the l1st Marine Division now located in & combat erea.
9-1%-42 . Left Norfolk.
11-11-42 - Arrived Epic.
1-20-43 - Assigned 2nd Mar. Amph. Corps at White Poppy.
3= 9-43 - 19th CB changed location from XEplc to Maze. .
3~ 2-4% - 15th OB scheduled to leave for lielbourne, Australia, reporting to Com. Uen.,
15t Marine ¥,
T-71-43 -  Left Epic on 14 March for Maze. Arrived Maze 22nd March.
4. 1-43 -~ By Division General Order No. 74 of 3 Apr'43 - First Marine Division the 19th CB
designation will be as follows in the future, while attached to First Marine Div.,

Fle-t Mzrine Porce.----Third Battalicn, 3eventeenth Merines (Engineers) cfo
FPQO Sen Franclseco, Ceolif.

18th C.B,

5-11-43 - 18th CB (3rd Batt. 17th Marines, lst Div.) 1s loented =t Melbourne, Austrslia,
(ComNovBases3oPac area to ComSoPac Sec. ltr dtd 5-11.43)

7-22-43% - 19th CB at Melbourne with » Marine Division. (Sec. report 6-13-43 — PWO 7th T1t
to BuDocks)

12- 9-43 - 19th CB main body of personnel left Gown for Hgat 29 Oct'43. (Specisl report of
activities from July 23 to Oct. 24 - 4dtd 16 Nov'43)

12-29+43 - 19th CB located at Goodenough Ieland, expected to move to forward area in Dec.
(Secret NB166/A1-1 - 5455/Com7thflt to Budocks dtd Nov'43)

1-10-44 - 1 Dec'4® of 19th CB - arrived complete at Goodenough Is. during November.

3-13-44 - 1 Jan'44 report of 19th CB - moved from Gooenough Is. to Oro Bay, New Guinea on
17 Dec'43. Moved from Oro Bay to Cape Glouchester, New Britain 27 Dec'43,

4-11-44 - 1 Peb'44 report of 19th CB - operating at Cape @8louchester.

5=27-44 - 1 Apri44 report of 19th CB - opercting at Cepe Gloucester.

€~14-44 - 19th CB arrived Ruasells 2 Apr'44 (CNB Russells to Comseronsopac disp. 030025
Jun'44 (32)).

6-17-44 - 19th B is under the Administrative and Operational control of the 3rd Amph.
Corps at Russells - to be known indepeddently as the 19th CB. (Comsopac disp.
to ComGen 3rd Amp. Corp. 162154 May'44 - Sec.)

§-26-44 - 19th CB is located at Cape Gloucester as of 31 Mey'44 (Comserfor7flt Sec. 1tr.
A-9 gvar Ser. BP-001407 to Dirpacdocks dtd 8 Jun'44). (Preparing to leave SoPac
Ares }.

7-31-44 - 1 Jun'44 report of 19th CB - locsted 2t Russells for rest period.
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7.21-44 - Previeus history »f 19th CB from 19th OB report of 1 Jun'44:

19 Bept42 . .oonun.. ..., ceeoven.e-3ailed from U.S. .
1l Nov'42 to 12 Mar'43....... ....at Noumes

21 Mart'43 to 11 Jul'43 .. .. .. ....at Melbourne

17 Julld3 o0 29 Oct'43 ... ....... at Crlrng

1 Nov!dX to 17 Dec'43 ............ Steging at Goodenough Is, **

27 Dec'43 0 4 Mey'44 ............Combat period at Cape Gloucester **
12 May'44 to 1 Jun'44 ............at Russelle.

** No location given in report - gleaned from previous reports.

B=19~44 - 1 Jul'44 report of 19th CB - located at Russells. "The 19th CB has been de-
tached from the operational control of the lst MarDiv, This unit haes been
ordered nnd will move ir the near future to Noumes" -~ from 2nd end. by Comseron-
soprcfor dtd 28 Jul'44 of 19th CB report. -

A~Zl-44 — 19th CB to be returned to U,S. when transportation is aveilable. Men rec'd since
1 Sep'43 to be asaigned to 18th Reg, for disposition. (Comseronsopac (S) disp,

180948 NCR 9398 dtd 19 Aug'44 to CNB Noumea)

£-74-44 - 19th £B located at Russells (Pavuvu) - Arrived Noumea Oct'42 (duty with let
Marinediv.)

" Russells May'44
(Detn of SoPac as of 1 Jul'44)
8.29-44 - 19th P depsrted Russells 3 Aug'44 {part to Noumea), (CNB Russelle Airmailgram

150147 NCR 14207 dtd 21 Anz'44 to Comseronsopec ~ Sec.)

Loestion - ggggég 19th C.B.

8-31-44 - 19th CB located at Noumea is ready to sail to U.S. with 18 officers and 739 men.
(Comseronsopsc Sec. Disp. 272110 NCR 6134 28 Aug'44 to CNO)

9-12-44 - 19th CB, consisting of 20 officers and 761 men, arrived Parks from oversens via
S.F. B Sep.” [Conf disp, WCIBZ BBOOOB WCR 4088 RSO from Parks bo Bupers)

941944 - 1 Sep'44 repors of 19th OB -~ located at Parks.

il-4~4& .~ 1 Sep'44 report of 18th Reg. - 19th CB reported to the 18th Reg. on 10 Auz'44.

Wes detnched for shipment to U.3 on 2% Aug'44. 45 men were transferred to : he

18th Reg, ¥PFA,

1~30=45 === The 19th CB will be ready for shipment to Cincpos 1 Feb'45,.(Cominch Sec. disp,
to Cineros 211829 dtd 21 Jan'45),

1~30=45 ==~ The 19§h CB is schedunled for BIVE,(Cominch Sec. disp to Cincpos 181821 dtd 18
Jan'45),

O liimdE wme Prriis ordered to tranafer the 15th and 19th CB's to Hueneme rbout 20 Feb'4b - thes:
batts are sc=isned to BIVE,(CNU conf, disp to Parks 081455 Feb'4s5).

2-24-46 -~ The 19th CB consisting of 25 officers and 724 men departed Ferks for Hueneme
21 Peb'46,(Parks TWX222228 Feb'45 to Bupers),

2-26-45 =~ The 19th CB will be ready fer Cincpea 15 Apr'45.(Cominch Sec, disp to Cincpoa
222134 dtd 23 Feb'45),

3-33-45 - 19th CB ready for BIVE 15 Apr'45. (Cominch Sec Disp to Cincpoa P & Adv Hq 201905

Mar'45)
6-16-45 -~  19th CB departed for oversess on 12 Jun'4b with 1068 men and 25 off.

conf disp 140319 June to Bupers)
7-23-45 - The 19%h CB is assigned to the 46th Reg and 1lth Brg, effective 10 July. (CCT

AFG 371 sec¢ report on assignmeny of OB units ser 897 dtd 10 July)

(Hueneme
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19th CONSTRUCTION BATTALION

4 Sep.
9 Sep.

19 Sep.
11 Nov,
20 Jan.

9 Nar,
23 m.

3 Apr.

Okkina 19th CB

1 Juky'45 report of 19th CB., Located at Cxinawa. 15th CF embarved for h=
Centmac on 12 June '45. Was etill in trensit at the end of June '45. Report

crne vis 46th Res, 11lth Brig.

1 Aug'45 revort of the 19th CB - located at Okinawa. Departed Port Pueneme on
12 Jun'45 and landed on Okinawa 24 Jul'45 and set up camp at Tengan, Okinawa.

Report via 46th Reg and 11tk Brig. , )
1 ﬁ;g‘45 report of 7th Brig, comments re 19th 03, 19th CB depsrted Pt. Hueneme,

Calif. on 12 June'4s & debarked ot Okinawa on 2¢ July'45. 19th CB now located

in the 445th Reg ares at Tengan. 4

1 Seot'4h renort of 19th CF - located at Cklnzwe. Report via 46th Reg. & 11th
Brig.

1 Oct'45 report of 19th CB - located at Okinawa. Report via 46th Reg. & 1llth Brg.
119 men transferred to the U.S5. 161 men were rec'd by 19th CB,

For consolidation purposes request inactivation when directed by CNOB, Okinawe the
19th CB. (Cowdr.,NOB, Okinawe conf disp 201147 Oct'45 to Comservpec).

1 Nov'45 report of 19th CB - located at Oklnawa. Report via 46th Reg. & lO0th Brg.
511 men transferred to this batt. 331 men départed for discharge.

Comservpac regs NOB, Okinawa to inactivate 19th CB. (Comservpac spdltr ser 5800
dtd 18 Nov'45 to NOB, Okilnawa).

19th CB reported inactivated since 31 Dec'45. (Comervpac 012101 Feb'46 disp to
BuPers).

Final date of inactivation of 19th OB - 27 Dec 45. (CNOB Okin, spdltr ser 17-46

to Comservpac dtd 1-28-46) IFAC.IVaLEY

1942 (Budooks 14%r 20 ing. 48 4o ONO) Frow NOPC NOD Norfolk %e Uom 5 for duty
with Fleet Marine Fores, Base Depot, Norfolk, for &uty with lst Marine Div,

1943 (PuDocks 1tr 29 Aug. 43 to ONO) Moddfying above date and regt of pere
sonnel be entrained frem Camp Bradford, Little Creek, Norfelk.

1942 Arrived Noumes.

1943 Assigned 2nd Marine Amphib Corps at white Poppy.

1943 Move from Noumes to Nelbourne

1943 Arrived at Meldourne

1943  Div. Gan. Ovder JNe. 74 ¥ "Mird Bats., 17sh Merin
A, B, and C are changed to Cos. G, H, and I[Deagn

1943 Melbourne, Australisa.

1943 84111 at Nelbourne (PWO 7th fit. to BuDooks - Secrst reps. 6+13-43),

1943 Main body personnel left Gown for Rgat (Spec. Activities rept. 23 July
S0 34 Oct., dated 16 Nov. 1943),

1943 Looated at Goodenough Is. (secret NBL86/Al-1, 5455, Com 7th FH to BuDecks).

1943 Moved from Goodenough %o Ore Bay, X.4.

1943 Trom Oro Bay to Oape OGloucester, New Britain.

1944 A¢ Capp Gloucester,

194 At Oape Gloucester.

1944 Arrived Bussells (OND Russells to Comseronsopacfor dis 0300 25 June 44(8C))

1944 Te be indepsndently known as 19th CB(eomscpec dis 162154 of 44)
1044 At Cape OGloucester (comserfor 7f1t sec. 1tr A-9, ser BP-001407 to

Dirpacdocks 8 Jum 44), (Preparing to leave SoPac Aves).

-

. of 19th OB,
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IN REPLY
REFER TO

NINETEENTH U. S. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION
C/O FLEET POST OFFICE

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

The 19th Battnlion reec=lls that 1?@.3 m-ny "firsta" to its eredite-
being the first C.3, grouo to receive ™oot" training 2t Camp Bradford,
Yirginia, and beinz officially ordered to the Fleet Marine Service wzs the
firat outfit attached to the ¥-rine fJorns with sanction to wear the Marine
uniforn, .

NEW CALFDONIA: The battalion landed at loumes, Wew Jaledonis, November 11,
1942+=52 dayn ftar gmbarkation on Naval Pramsnort at Norfolk, Yirginiges
having passed through the P-nama C-n=1 and havine z~de (u:nt:namo Bay, Cuba,
end Balboa, POZ norts of call, ‘

Daring four monthe at Toumen, the Fineteanth construeted 1Y warehouses,
built docks anl roadm, as well sz refurnishine on¢ radecoratias Hotal Da
Pacifique ns ~n Officers’ Mess =nd building the larnest dar in the South
Paciflo arsa=-00 feat in length, Tor this work the drtiallcn was ziven a
"well done®” ~nd highly cormended by Gener-~l VYogzel, Tommsmding General.

Preliminary to constrmetion was » mommoth grsds job to the total of
more then 100,000 cubie yords. Conerste mixins and rod cutting were done
by hand, BRock srughars were nut into immediste =cticn, end coral oits were
working twentvefour hours a izy. Uf the 1ll wsrehouses, 75 wore of the Du~
cose Penninsuls tyne, (21l steel), constructed for the lst Marine Alr Corps.
Additionnl wrrehouses were contructed for the Haval Alr Dent, 3ignal Corps,
and PX suy-lies. PX warehounses wers 40' by 8%' while the NAD warshcuses
wars 40! by 120! and utilized met»1 siding and voofing.

Weter wrs dally needed! Geologlic exerts from the lst WAL renorted
the job "{mmosaiblef=-too mch sorale-atrats too dean, 10th well drillers
sommlatad the Job to the s-tisf eticn of the FANYs Comranding Cenaral almost
bafors the *immos~ible? order traversed offieisl chonnels to his desk, 8Six
barges were opersted twenty=four nours a day, 3=-1C0 tonners and 3-50 tonners,
A pontoon dock vas sonstructed for the lst MAC in record time., & 3000 volt
vower line was run from the Wounmaes Power Jorirrny to the lst MAC, end a
commanioation line of twenty-five riles ccnneet=d Tantouta Alroort with
the outatanding erzanigzatione within the jurisdiction of the Dureau of
Yards and Tocks.

MELLOUVRNE, AUSTRALIA: March 16U43, construction completed, the battalion
was orderad to re.ort to the Jommanding General, First Marine Divislon,
which we2s pndergoing = training and recunerative period at Melbourne, Aus-
trolia after its bitter coampalgn at Cuadslcanal. Men of the “0ld Nineteenth®
fondly refer to this period as the Ninety Day Stanmd.

‘The outfit was desirm-ted as the TAIAD BATTALION of the SEVENTEY TH
MARI 'R TNCINENRING REGIY T snd immediztely went into a training neriod
under the sa-~ervisiocn of Marine Corps instrugtors in preparation for combat
einginsering. In addition, the Sesbees conducted heavy equirment schools
for the Marines znd did sonstruction in and ~round the Marine Camm, As a

#
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NINETEENTH U. S. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION
C/O FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA

final stand for the "Battle of Melbourne" the M-rine Torps rifle instructors
invited exvarts from the Nineteenth to a m~tch, nrimarily to demonstrate
fire sunariority of the Marines. Tha battalion nleged first while the
Marine instmetors took a second snd third,

CAIRNS, QUEFRSLAND: July 1943, the Battle of Melbournme over, the Nineteenth
wag orderad to NMt. Yartha, (nes=nsland some 2700 miles to the north
to work with the U.S5. 6%th Army Enzineers. The vroject wes to build a power
of Cairns for use as a 1l:rge Army Operaticns Base. Work included a power
plant, railroad supr, rosds, canpsites, =nd a l-rze drainage project aimed
at reclaiming the malsrisl swam»n area adjacent to the ecity. Hers the Ninew
teanth acced snother *first® by ~oing on an atabrine "diet".

The malarial control drainssse, 30 fest wide nnd 3000 feet long was
alded by the use of a 3/U4 yard dragline. Whsrves were constructed with
the aid of floatins pile drivers, and a Rex 5te-m ¥owered Paver, {wt, 15
tons, bucket 1 yd.) hastened road construction., The Fort Director's area
was established, mand igloo tyne warshouses wers constructed. The engineer-
ing office tuilding was 198 x U7*, Again water-well: we-e drilled to the
devth of 150 fsat to suoply 3000 gallons of water ner hour, and an elestric-
al reticuletion unit carried 6900 volts to the rallroad rightecfevay.

GOODPMOUGH INLAND: Later in October 19438 H.M.A.3. Westralia carried the
Fineteenth out through the grezt bsrrier resf and un to Goodenough Island
where it rejoined the Firat Marine Division. During a short atay the Nine-
teenth Milt dridges, mairtalned roads, and constructed a major Army Hose
nital for the area's first contingent of Army Nurses. iHere air-raids were
first exnerienced--later to become an accustomed goccurrence. Sneemlation
was high that this wes to the “jumning=off nlesce! for invasion.

Bridges bullt were either 23' x 65! or 12* x 4O', The hospital was
comnrised of 32 wards 20! x100'; 16 utility huts 20* x 20%; and & surgical
ward 20! ¢ 72'«-all concrete decks and corrmgeted metal roofing. Novel
to the Tineteenth wns Amohibicus Tractor srlvage by svecial request of
the Commanding Ganeral. Tractors snd othery veluable utilities were raised
from graat denths,

ORC BAY and OAP® QLOUCESTRER: By LST the dattalion was moved to Oro Bay,
New Guinea to receive finnl instructions for ths amhidious assanlton New
Britein., Christmas Morning--zlonz with two battalions of Marine Engineers,
the Ninsteenth again boarded LSTs anc moved on to Cape Gloncester to hit
the beach st dusk on D=Day nlus one. In record time the landing craft were
unlosded by d-rk and the next morning movaed into the divouac area. Vork
bag=n immedi-tely--roads, bridges, and commanications.

Cane Glcougester's prime taks was to keep corsunication open to the
front lines, snd the battalion was limited to the natural materials at
hand, ser gravel, volcznie ash, teak and mehogany. General Sherman tanks
firinz armor-plercing 75MM shells to a depth of ten feet superceded pneu-
matie drillins and dynamite orews in the opeaing lava pits, Working

- Do
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NINETEENTH U. S. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION
C/O FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCQ, CALIFORNIA

Sweaty=four hours a day, a total of 75,000 cubie y=rds of lava wers re-
moved from these ~1its for road surfacing. This Sherman Method of drille
ine increased prodvction 3504. Piers were thrown out for LST sma LOM
1anding 2nd a sawmill wns srected to turn out finished lumber., OContimual
rain snd svotty sniner firs wers no aid to progress.

%hils an Oape Oloneester, the battalion exnerienced wall over 125 red
mlerte snd 95 actuzl bombings. The Purple Heart war awarded to twemty-seven
members of the bettnlion, five of them posthumously. Chester Perkins, MMle,
(0B) USWR, flev a Marine Corns Observation nlane ovar mnemy territory drope
ping flares and direseting artillery fire, ~s well as drovning smonlies to
the fizhting units. He also $raus-orted hich rrnking officers., Perking,
desides recsivinz meritorions mronoction in tha field from Major Gemeral
Ruaperts, Cosmonding Gemsr=l of the First Marine Division, received the Nav y
Alr Madal and a aitation from the Admiral of the First Fleet.

PAVOVU - NZ.i CALENCTIA = U.S.A.:  Rarly Moy 190 eeirders——"Leava Gape Glon-
cester mn® return with the ¥irst Karine UDlvision to favavn in the Fussell
Islands®, Until relieved by the 37rd HCD and sailin~ to New Crledonia for
rest, the Hineteenth bullt inztallatlone snd fecilities for the Pavuvu Marine
Rest Camp, 2nd though the Hew Caledonia stop was orimarily recuperctive in
purpbse, bdeginnings wore amade on a Seabee staging area. Order to sail for

the U. 3. A. halted the project, and on Seotembor 6th, 1044 the Swedish

Linar Torrans carried ths returning complement under the Golden Uate--ending

& two year cruiss about the South Facific. Trensportation had been under the
flags of four nations, on saven irsasports, and six LSTs. Heturned, the
Nineteenth voted 2 new name, the GOBETWITERS, which was later to becone the name:
of the battaliosn newspaner. Three men had morried iustralion girls and snother
had becore sngaged to z French s£irl in Neumesa.

STATESIDE « PARKS » HITHHHET It was at Comp Parke, California that the

Glotetrotters undearwent reorzaniration, trainine, sn’! recuneration. Many

men w0 hnd bean the victiws of melaria vare transferred to tha Naval Hospital. .
On Pedbruary 21 the boattalinn transforred to Port Huename %o nick un ’

its finsl continzent Defors embarking on a second tour of duty. Most naw

nen were freah from "hoot® snd an additional training vericd was required

whila treined men were working ag astevedoras. Mony men were able to live

with wives oné families threugh frailitiss of the Navy Homojla ®roject, rnd

1t w-3 not until the 17th of June thnt trooms embarked on APA #6, the Haywood.

PENGAN, OFINAWAt A tri- of 12 days =5ve the dattalion stops at Pearl
H-rbor, Pni-=tok in ths ¥Yarshalle, =nd T1ithi in the Crrolines before
goinz ashors on Okinawa Fhims the eveninz of July 2ith, one month and
two A=ya2 after the iskand was finally secured. ‘

The ¢smmeites, loczted on the sonth shore of Ximmu Ray on the Peoifie
side of the Island, commrised some thirty acres, twelve of them deing
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NINETEENTH U. S. NAVAL CONSTRUCTION BATTALION
C/O FLEET POST OFFICE
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
actively nsed for auerters and bettalion sstivity, In sddition to quarters
wers seven monsets, one Butler building used by Sunnly, =~nd a commosite of
three Butler bulldings fabrigated for a T shaped Mese Hzll and OGalley. "Poste
fynhoon® = n mumber of wooden barracks wera erected ~s wall as corrugated
ptesl hesds and showers,

Prioe to Aumst 1Hth, the Tengan srea was destined to De converted as a huge
surnly and werehonsing arsa, The Wineteenth was one of ihe battalions waed for
thie task, In the 30 -rea some 50,00 oublc vurds of earth wers moved pre-
narato to the construction of seventaen nronosed Maltinls Arch Warshomses,
100¢ x , beatter known ns !iza West warshuuses. Only one cf thess wes -
ereeted with surrounding drailnage and one moadified ovorret (33AR}.

In the Q3K area, earth movine, srading, =ad surfacing gre-tly outwaighed
the pending Puilaing Job, More than a half million evbic yards of earth were
noved and en intric-te drainege system develonsd. Conerete nads wera noured
for five mltinle arch wrrehovaes 100F x UOOY, ITour w.ro erceted. aAn area
of 300" x507! wes sracded -né zurfoced for am Orumance (nen .torage and wareh-
ouse. The warshouss 413 not male-ialize.

In the i8N Gem> Area D> roxinately PB quonsets, (35A7%'s) were constructed
with an adciiional fifteen combinstion 120 man hesds »ndé showars. Xleetrie,
sewer, and wator lines ware extended, An Ofrficers' Mess of four buildings was
also erected: one X0' x 100' Butler building and three 20' x 48' quonsets.

The ﬂﬂgan F¥ire Station was eredisd snc area comnleted with three gquonsets
20! x 56" eng one zombinstion hemd and showep, 45! Capt~in's Quarters
weres duilt; two quonaetl wvith adjoining lsm—tc’s.

It 15 estinet 4 th~t 75% of all etending strustursl work on Mae West
warehouses wne destroyed in the great ty-hcon of Oclober 9 -n¢ 10. Naarly all
bvil dinze wers reecnstmetad or remalwed -nd in meny cases ~ravicusly installed
" foundations of timber, stc., w~re reslaced dy concrete. All the buildings were
reinforced and thoroushly stormmnroofed, a Zigantic Job in 1%self,

The Hineteenth had a hand in many other orojectia: It vrovided an undsr~
ground main for eleetricel dist~itmtiorn in the Yedie-l and Ordnsnov storage
arsas from the 105CU generrturs; meointaine’ telephone lines to the 46sh Regl~
ment and the 1lth 3#rigede with en 2versge tam man crew watching over ihase and
on generator wateh; onerated Remimentsl garhage dump; comnleted a four million
gellon ver dny watsr numning snd vurifiestion mnit startad hy the 65th Batialion;
greded end smrfaced omen storace =vea for Oxy=Acetylene plents 170! x 300%; and
built a generater station for five 75 KV generators in the HSD Pransvertation
area as wall as transmisnion lines Ddoth underground snd overhesd for warehouses
#1 and #2 ~nd NSD Adminigtrative and Disnensary Areas. Coral fill of sr unest-
inable slcunt wes furnished for the FSD Docks. There wae a continmual o»l) for
pualler working narties for other proja:tu giving the 19th a hend in numerous
other nrojescts not menticned hareisn.

Althoush the island had béen secure uora “m s month on the date of our
1»ndinz, we lost one m~n by enemy action and exrerisnsed many a.ir alerts and
attendsnt anti-aireraft fire,

One of the most immortant functions mrfemod by the battalion during ite!
cleeing dnys was that of reeeiving snd transferring men for dischirge and relesse
to inactive duty. From 1 Sentember to 10 December 1945, aoproximately 700 nen
were transfeorrad to the United States for diseh: rge. In the vicinity of 1,000
men were traneferred to othar units, YIK1S

[P Un— e S


http:fuaotioa.,,:rto.e4
http:nerl_-.a.ay
http:oyerh.ad
http:Jr!''.1r
http:A.uRl1.st

#

15 Aug 1942

19 Sep 1942
11 Nov 1942
13 Nov 1942

24 Mar 1943

11 Jul 1943
19 Jul 1943

01 Nov 1943

08 Nov 1943
12 Nov 1943

17 Dec 1943

25 Dec 1943

27 Dec 1943

28 Feb 1944
03 Mar 1944

05 May 1944

07-12 May 1944

03 Aug 1944

19% Naval Construction Battalion

Chronology

U.S. Naval Construction Battalion 19 was established at the
Naval Construction Training Center, Camp Bradford, Norfolk,
Virginia.

The battalion departed from Norfolk for an overseas destination.
The battalion arrived at Noumea, New Caledonia.

The battalion debarked and set up a camp; the men built docks
and roads, as well as 144 warehouses for the Marine Corps.

The battalion embarked on a transport for Melbourne, Australia to
join the First Marine Division. They undertook training and were
designated 3™ Battalion, Seventeenth Marine (Engineer)
Regiment,

The battalion embarked on trains for Cairns, Australia.

The 19" Battalion arrived at Cairns where it began working with
Army Engineers. They did surveying and began several projects
to build the Port of Cairns, including a power plant, a railroad
spur, roads, docks, a campsite. They drained a swamp area.

The first echelon arrived at Goodenough Island and joined then
First Marine Division to prepare for the invasion of Cape
Gloucester in New Britain.

The second echelon left Cairns.

The second echelon arrived at Goodenough Island. On the island
the battalion built bridges, patrolled roads and experienced its first
air raid.

The advance echelon embarked on a tank landing ship for the
staging area at Oro Bay, New Guinea.

The advance echelon arrived and debarked at Oro Bay.

The advance echelon embarked on an LST and sailed from Oro
Bay.

The advance echelon landed at Cape Gloucester on D-day plus 1
and was designated 3™ Battalion, Seventeenth Marines
(Engineer). They were assigned to building roads and bridges
with local materials.

The rear echelon sailed from Goodenough Island.

The rear echelon landed at Cape Gloucester. The battalion
experienced 85 bombings, and received 27 Purple Hearts.

The battalion departed Cape Gloucester in two sections for
Pavuvu in the Russell Islands.

The battalion arrived at Pavuvu island and commenced working
on a camp, mess facilities and showers for Marines.

The battalion embarked and sailed from Pavuvu Island.



09 Aug 1944
23 Aug 1944

06 Sep 1944

21-22 Feb 1945

12 Jun 1945

24 Jul 1945

18 Aug 1945

09-10 Oct 45

01 Sep- 10 Dec 1945

27 Dec 1945

The 19" Battalion arrived and debarked at Noumea for rest and
recreation and to await a ship for the United States.

The battalion sailed for the United States, and left their equipment
with the Eighteenth Regiment.

The 19 Naval Construction Battalion arrived at San Francisco,
California, and went to Camp parks, California. At Camp Parks
leaves were given, the 19™ Battalion was reorganized and trained
for a second overseas deployment.

The 19™ naval Construction Battalion entrained and arrived at
Port Hueneme, California, for training and reoutfitting.

The 19™ naval Construction Battalion departed from Port
Hueneme on Attack Transport #6 — stopping at Pearl Harbor,
Hawaiian Island; Eniwetok, Marshall Islands; and Ulithi, Caroline
Islands.

The battalion arrived at Okinawa in the Ryukyu Islands and set up
camp on Chimu Wan. At Okinawa the 19® naval Construction
Battalion was assigned to the Eleventh naval Construction
Brigade, Forty-sixth naval Construction Regiment under the
Commander Construction Troops, Army Service Command 1L
The battalion was located and erected a camp in the Tengan Area.
They worked on a site preparation, erected warehouses, camp
areas, and the Tengan Fire Station.

A typhoon destroyed 75 percent of the construction. The
battalion repaired and rebuilt the damaged buildings.

The battalion became a receiving and transferring unit for
personnel. 700 men were Transferred to the United States and
1,000 to other units.

The battalion was inactivated on Okinawa.





















	ADP4CF.tmp
	Historical
	Information




