115™ Naval

Construction
Battalion

Historical
Information

“Construimus, Batuimus”
“We Build, We Fight”
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115th C.B,
HCTO - Peary
ARD - Davisville
Ready Date -~ 223 Qet'43
Left ABD - 10 Dec'43
Location -  Midwe~Pese Subic Bay
preled
$-16-43 - VCNO ordere transfer of the 115th CB from DPerry to Davigville soout 22 3ezt<l. ’
(Conf., disp. 161831 NCR 1351 from VCNC to Peary 4td 16 Sep'4d) ‘

11-18-43 -~ Destination of 115th CB changed from LEFT to EDUR. (Conf. Disp. 181845 MR 2vé2
from CNO to addressees dtd 18 Nov'43)

12-22-43 -~ 115th OB left ABD 1G Dec'43. (VRK) .

2-29-44 - 115th CB emssigned temmorarily to the 13th Regiment. (Com7f1t 1tT Lie der 1276 to
0inC of 115th CB dtd 8 Teb'44)

5-17-44 - 1 Apr'44 report of 115th CB - operating a2t Gazmodeds, Milne Bay.

£-28.44 - 115th CB is locrted at Gemndodo ms of 31 May'44. (Comserfor7flt Sec. 1tr a-% aver
ser BP.001407 to Dirpacdocks dtd 8 Jun'44)

7~ 7-44 . 1 Jun'44 report of L15th 0B - omersting at Gamsdodo.

9.15-44 - 1 Aug'44 report of 115th CB - overating »t Gemidedo.

1G- 5-44 - 115th C2 detached from temp. duty with CNB Milne Bey »nd ordered io remsrt tn the
19th R;g {Rest. Disp. 2R10DZ NCR 39280 from Gomaerv7flt 4o CHB Birk and OUF ¥ilre)

11- 2-44 - 1 Sep'44 report of 115th CB - then locztec »t Milne 3ay. Jleport endorsed cz 132%h

Hegiment.
11-28-44 - 115th OB hereby detached from the 19th Reg. and ordered to report to CO, NABU 6
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115th C.B.

11-28-44 - (Cont.) for duty. Batt shall move forward to GETE in accordance with previous
instructions. (Oomserv?fit Bsse Plans to CNB Milne Bay 230848 NCR 2157 dtd

, 24 Novidd) s 40 |

11-8-44) - 115th OB located at BGamadodo. On 26 Sep'44 this Patt wnse detached from the
13th Reg. end assigned to the 19th Reg. A small detail was in Brisbane during
the month of Sep. (Comserfor7f1% Sec. ltr A9-4 over Ser BP-001882 to Budocks
dtd 13 Oct'44 monthly report for Sep!4d)

12218+44 ~= The 115th CB ordered detached from the 19th Reg, and ordered to report to CO, &
NABU 6 for duty and forward movement.(CKB EDUR conf. ltr P16-3(3) over Ser. 0500

, to 0inC 116¢h CB dtd 26 Nov'4d),

12-28-44 — The 115th CB is located at Milne Bay. A detail was in Brisbane during Oct'44.
This batt is scheduled for a forward movement in Hov'44,(Comserfor7flt Sec. report
for Oct'44 atd 230 Nov'4d),

1-1-45 -~ 1 Oct'd4 report of 115th CB - located at Milne Bsy.

1-13-46 « 115th OB located st Oomedodo with the 3rd Brigede; batt scheduled for forwerd
movement snd has been assigned to NABU 6, (comserfor7flt Sec report for Nev'4d
dtd 15 Dec'44)

1-15-45 = 1 Nov'44 report of the 19th Reg. -~ 224 men and 2 officers from the 115th CB
were assigned temporary addt'l duty at Brisbane in connection with the conversion
of the U33 WRIGHT. 94 men on temp 2ddt'l duty with PAD #3 Milne Bay.

1-17-46 - 1 Nov'44 report of the 115th CB - Lowated at Milne Bay. Rec'd a draft of 81 men
in Cet. '

1-31-46 -~ 115th 0B at Imzon. (Dizpecdocks San Fren 15 Jan'45 report)

Location - ILuzon 115¢h C.B.

2/16/45 - The 115th CB 1eft Milne Bay 14 Dec'44 with NABU 6 for ML operation.(Comsarfor?fit
Sec. report for Dec'44 dtd 15 Jan'45).

-15/46 - The 115th CB is located at Iuzon.(Comser7flt Sec. disp to CNO 020459 dtd 9 Feo's5),

3-19-45 - The 115th CB hereby ordered to report to CO NABU 6 for duty with the 24th Reg.
(Comserfor?f1t Conf spdltr Ser 0407 to NABU 6 dtd 3 Mar'45)

4-10445 ~ The 115th CB is located at Olongapo.(Com?flt Sec. disp to Cominch 250756 Mar'45).

4-11-45 -~ 1 Dec, 1 Jan, end 1 Feb combined report of 115th CB ~ Was relieved of 211 project
assignments on 30 Oct'44. 1In transit during 1 Jan to 21 Jan'45., Now located st
Lingayen Gulf, Luzon,

t-24-45 - 1 Dee, 1 Jan, 1 Feb, 1 Mar combined reports of the 115th CB -

30 Oct'44 ~ Batt was relieved of all work projects.
l Jan to

21 Jen'45 - Batt in transit.

7 Feb'45 - Moved from Lingayeh Gulf,

8 Feb'45 -~ Landed at Subic Bay, Luzon.

29 men of the originsl 30 men loaned to 302nd CB were retd to batt in Jen'45.
§=-30-45 - 1 Apr'45 report of 24th Reg states 115th CB arrived Subic Bay 8 Ped!45,
4-20-45 - 1 Amr145 report of 115th (B - located at Sudic Bay. End by S8tH .

5- 1-45 - The 115th CB is located at Subic Bay. (Comserfor7flt Sec Rep of 1 Apr'45)

5- 1-45 - 1 Apr'45 report of the 115th CB - Moved to camp site at Malakan River approx
2 mi north of Qlangapo on 14 Mar'45,

5- 8-46 - The 116th CB is located at Subic Bay, nssigned NABU #6. (Dirpacdocks S.F. Sec
Rep of 15 Apr'45)

5=21-45 - 1 Mar'4B report of 24th Reg - 115th CB arrived at Subic Bay on 1 Mar!4s,

5-23-46 - 1 May'45 report of 115th (B - Housed at Olangapo.
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Locstion - Subig Say

115th C.B.

Dirpacdocks SF sec rep of 15 May'45 showa the 115th CB »t Subic 3ay - zseicned
NABU 6,

6-19-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of 115th CB - located at Subic Bay.

7- 2-45 - 1 Mar'45 report of the 115th OB - Batt left Lingayen Gulf on 7 FPeb'4d5 and arrived
Subic Bay on 8 Feb'4s, Report via 24th Reg.

7-20-45 - 1 Jul'45 report of the 115th 7B - loceted at Subic Bey. 24 men tc be ¢rine®i “v
rehabilitaticn.

7-24-46 - 1 Jul'ds report of the 24th Reg 2tates that approx the lst wk in Jul'45 24 men will
be transferred to the U.S. for rsehabilitation and reassignment. The 1lth (B has
arrived at Subic Bay and ie to assume the work being done Dy the 115th (B,
The 1156th CB is attached to the 24th Reg and 2rd 3rg. Located st Sutlc 2z, iuran
constructing NevBese facilities, constructing camps, rec bks tents, shin w terie
pier, pontoon pler and docks znd Fleet Officers Club, (COT 7th F1t Jec Rep <f Jume
8=-21-45 - 1 Aug'45 report of the 115th CB - located at Subic Bay.
7-19-45 - 1 Sept'45 rerort of the 115th CB - Mo info s to locstion.
11-15-45 ~ 1 Oct'45 repor t of 115th CB - location not stated.
13-7-45 - Comservpac reqs Comphilsesfron to inactivate 115th CB.
; 060115 Dec'45 to Comphilseafron). '

1 Dec'45 report of 3rd Brig. states that the 115th CB will have been inectivsted
by 7 Dect45.

1 Nov'45 report of 115th CB - location nct steted. Renort vie 24th Rem. & Ura Ere,
315th CB reported inactivated since 20 Dec'45, (Comservpac, Pearl disp 022107 Jrn
46 to BuPers). INACTIVATED

31345 -

T=2745 -

(Comservpee restr disp
A
1323745 -

12-19-45
1-6-46 -
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Sebbees, the Navy's “‘Engineers,"

m, ours is not a story of pill-box
oying bulldozers, of D-minus land-

n&happmsss and homesickness,

as a “safe’’ war.

s assigned us. We are proud of
115th with the pride of men who
arned to live together, to work together
id who against adversity accom-
ished much-needed things.

men who formed the 115th Naval

‘born of the necessities of the
d World War—in the tale of the
cconstruction men of Wukemin Co

- Rl voccbulary
le or laid on coral atolls—in
installations of North Africa .
United Kingdom, jumping-off
the assault of Hitler's *'Festung

y another Construciion Bat-

s or similar exploits. For us was the ' with blaring band to Sun Valley and ',
‘of mud, mosquitoes, jungle rot, .
work and more work. We. built:
es of supply for the forces up. .
1t Milne Bay for the New Guinea |
Philippines compaigns—at Lin- -
Gulf for the battle of Luzon then -
Zoe at Subic Bay - for the
n Japan: With few e:mephcms ‘

‘we can make no apology; such -

) o d ch iti ‘-
“lot and we did our best on the ects G agnyues.

g years ago—on 13 August 1943— :

‘ ' 'when the IlSth .,tsxf
siruction Battalion were gathered -
amp Peary’s area A-8. Behind-them

“its ' men.

lay the weeks of “boot" caxq" drills,
obstccle courses, riﬂe pracﬁce‘ truixﬁng. AR

experiences, et mom

Shortly after our retum the ;
to Davisville, Rhode Island

“Sock' in Narrc:gdnéeﬁ Bay," marchadi |

back again, made tha mm Of libarty* o

io hdve dona }usﬁce t

onanlymthehearts',




A CAMP RISES

A jungle in a sea of mud, this was our “Island
X.” The jungle was forced to a reluctant
retreat, the mud, never. Roads were built,
shops erected, stockpiles accumulated. Native
trees, felled by our loggers and ripped at our
sawmill, became galley, chowhall, and living
quarters. Projects were assigned | and work
begun, while the camp was still building.
Temporary quarters pitched among siockpiles -
gave way to the more comfortable five-man
tents. Some of these, possessed by the indus-
trious, became veritable honeymoon cottages
in appearance. In time, we added a theater,
library, rec. hall and ship's service store; Beer

began to flow. Chief Weish and crew success-

fully created a “coke’ mcmi ‘ng hcd built

our “home " S

Occasionol pythons stmqqlinq acrossthe areq,
wheeling bats at nightfali, the birds, lizards,

and animals we captured, andﬁxeever-pment
clouds of insects remained, however—a con-
stant reminder of that ‘green ond steaming
jungle about us, awaiting its chanqe to retake
all that we had forced. imm it i
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Housing was one of the Gamadodo Base's
main needs, since it was to be one of the
principal staging areas for personnel on the
road to Tokyo.” We drew the greater part
‘of this assignment. Seven days a week, from
0001 to 2400, dozers and carry-alls cleared
and graded . . . trucks broughl lumber,

cement and fill . . . form carpenters and ce-
ment workers laid down pads hard on the

heels of engineers who had surveyed their -
placement. Carpenters raised the fmmewark

and finished the job. With double-deck bunks .
from the shops, the barracks were racdy In.
the end, the base could house 40,000 men.




On a rainy first of December we climbed the
cargo nets from LCM to LST and locked with-
_out regret at our deserted camp ashore. Two
‘weeks later we weighed anchor and put out
to sea. Destination: Hollandia, to join convoy.
Qur five-ship {lotilla trailed up New Guinea's
coast past Finschhafen, Madang, Lae, and
Jap-held Wewak to reach Humboldt Bay on

ever, and we celebrated New. Year's Dny amid
Pie Beach's wrecked tanks, amphibs and shell
cases. Until 8 January, when we at last pasged
out through the DE “'picket line,” it had begun
to look as if ours was a “waiting war.”
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Soon we were over the
oDeep, withineasyreach
efny. But our luck was
n Tacloban, Leyte, was
night we spent there.

ing we prepared o run
guntlet between Mindanao
I, Negros and Panay. In
we waiched our ships
gnes raising havoc with
shore. Beating up the
along Luzon's coast,
fs became almost con-
But 21 January found us,
thed, entering Lingayen

fast, we found our war.
gons and cruisers lay off
gsting the hills. Vehicles
dashed about, then made
nd while behind us trans-

ving beachward. With
the smoke screens came
sance raiders, bombing
afing, then running away
the water. For us there
%. Surveyors found them-
ghting fransiis practically
it Hines. One of our work
building a Marine air
paid a visit one night
en Jap coastal artillery
tep by step they ap-
our camp, to stop just
the perimeter. Then,
gs were still interesting,
tome to “Move!” and
e did.

Phoic by Pr. Jaccbe




BIC LANDING

A night and a day brought us into Subic Bay.
The date: 8 February 1945. With DE's probing
shorsline we moved on in and swept up
1-the beach in the very dooryards of the -
town. After New Guinea it all seemed very -
sirange—roads, towns, concrete bridges, com-
rative clvilization. Subic was half-deserted;
“population had gone info the hills in |
obedience to instruction leaflets dropped by
planes before the invasion. Working with-
let-up, we got our equipment ashore and-
‘off up the road through the hills to Olongapo -
Naval Base, hearing on all sides the shout

Yictory, Joe!”’

R 1 R




#Dlongapo showed all the ravages of war. -
Much of the town had been bombed or burned;
iless shells that had been buildings stood
where. Those homes still standing wore
inly in their peeling paint and patchwork
spairs the sifect of the Japanese occupation.
he once beautiful Naval Base was pock-
ed with enemy pill-boxes. Standing
bng the great trees were 105 mm. howitzers,
¢long Toms'! and tanks. Down at the water-
ont two bandsaws were all that remained of
gawmill. Lathes, milling machines and other
p lools lay about—sabotaged by hammer
nd cutting-torch. For the rest, nothing but
rap and rubble, burned and blasted ruins.




~ OLONGAPD CAMP

What a place to sleep! Scattered around the
field where we pilched our pup tents, field
artillery rocked the ground and shattered the
night as it shelled Zig Zag Pass. From across
the road 155's lumbered overhead. Machine
gun and rifle fire punctuated the occasional .
silences. Nevertheless, sleep we did—fully
clothed, loaded rifles beside us.

Fire hydrants provided temporary showers.
Strangely, neither we nor the laundresses
seemed embarrassed at our state of undress.
Chow from our field kitchen was eaten any-
where; on boxes, the ground or standing.
Hungry civilian children, cans in hand,
eagerly accepted any leavings. Qur movie
screen, set up next after the tents and kitchen,
i brought unexpected practice at hilting the
deck when our first-night audience was swept
by machine-gun fire. Inirepid Seabees went
hunting up at the front—for souvenirs,
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