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28 May 19~ - Oommissioned at NOTO. Camp Peary. Williamsburg. Ve.. 
9 Sun 1943 - Entrained f~r ABD, Port Hueneme, Calif. 

14 Jun 1943 - Arrived at A:BD9 Port Hueneme, Calif. 
11 Jul 1943 - Embarked and departed ABO. Port Hueneme. Calif. for Espiritu Santo. 

5 Aug 1943 - Arrived at Espirit u Santo. 
e Aug 1943 - Disembarked at Espiritu Santo. 

13 Mar 1945 - Dat. 1007 ope ra ting at Espiritu Santo and has been at this locctlon since 
8 Aug 1943 . 

(Above itinerary Bubmi tted by OinO Det. 1007 1t r dtd 13 Mar ' 45 Ser 170 to 
:SuPer a) 

]let. 1007 ItinjOrary 0_ c:BD ' lOO? f')und unrer 
ttlis card . 


NOTe Peary 

ABD - Huensme 

Ready Dat e ­
Lett ABD - 20 Jul l 43 "(Oct I 43 Mo. Rep. 8~8 11 Jul t 43) 

],0cation - Die E9pir1tu Santo 


LOG 
5-27-43 - Det. 1007 to depart Pea17 on 9 Jun 143: (Telegram trom Oamp Peary dtd 27 May to 

BuMed) 
6- 3-48 - Budoelts request 8 transfer ot Det. 1007 from Cemp Pea.I7 to ABDR13 Hueneme on 9 Jun I 4~ 

(Budoeks ltr to ONO dtd 3 Jun'43) 
6-10-43 - Lt. Carroll ordered to report to Adv. :Base EPIC for preparatory work rejoining 

Det. 1007 upon 1 t 8 arrival at EPIC. (lru.doeks ltr to BuPers d td 2 Jun '43) 
8- 5-43 - Det. 1007, 17 oft. aDd S39 men embarked from Hueneme. (D1sp 202908 July Oom12 ) 

l 2-18-43-. 1 Ho~'43 report of Det. 1007 - Embarlced 11 Ju1'43 --and arrived EBeN 8 Aug 143. 
2-22-44 - 1 lebl44 report ot Det. 1007 - located at :lspiritu Santo. 
3-21-44 - 1 Mar' 44 report ot Det. 1007 - located at Espiritu Santo. 
4-28.. 44 - 1 Aprl44 report ot Det. 1007 - located at Espiritu Santo. 
S- 2-44 - 1 Mq'44 report of Det. 1007 - located at Espiritu Santo. 
7- 4-44 - 1 Jun'44 report ot Det. 1007 - looated at Espiritu Santo. 
8- 1-44 - 1 Jul'(,4 report of Det. 1007 - located at Espiritu Santo. 
8- 28-44 - 1 Aug'44 report ot Det. 1007 - located at Espiri~ Santo. 
9-25-44 - 1 Sept44 report ot Det. 1oo? - located at Espiritu Santo. 

Ll - 1-44 - 1 Ootl44 report of Det . 1007 - looated at Espiritu Santo. 



D to 100"1 

11-18-44 - 1 Octl44 report of Det. 1007 - Comeeronsopac states in the 2nd end. that 150 
lI1en have been ord red to thi8 unit in order to aoaompl1oh the extrR work: load. 

12- 1-44 - 1 Nov'44 report of Det. 1007 - operating at Espiritu Santo. 
12-1.6-44 ~ J)et. 1007 located at Espiritu Santo. (en Santo Sec D1ep to ComeeronsopBc 012231 


dtd 9 Deo'~) 

1-29-45 - 1 Jan l 45 report of Det. 1007 - looated at Espiritu Santo. 

Z- 3-45 - 1 Deo'44 report of Det. 1007 - located at Espiritu Santo. 

2-20-45 ~ 1 reb'45 report of Det. 1007 - locat ed at Espiritu Santo. 
3-17-45 - 1 Feb'45 report of Det. 1007 - loca.ted at Espiritu Santo. In Unit left Hueneme 

11 Jul'4~ w1th 18 off4 and 634 men. Arr'~ Espiritu in Aug'43. Oomasronsopacfor 
18 effecting a rotation program tor this unit. 

3-11-45 - C3D 1007 1s scheduled for duty in the Sopao area or forward area for some time and 
it ia p~OPOBed that this unit be held in the field and that rehabilitstion b 
accomplished on the rotation program.(Comseronsopac Sec. ltr Ser. 00256 to Comser­
forpac dtd 6 Mar'45). . 

3-31-45 - 1 Mar'45 report of Det. 1007 - looated at Espiritu SRD.to. 
4-34-45 - 1 Aprt45 report of Det. 1007 - located at Espiritu Santo. On 22 Mar'45 a copy 

of orders were recld for the transfer of 170 men from the 47th CB to this Unit 
as replacements for the first draft under the rotation plan est for Det 1007. 
This trans! is being del~ed pending arrival of the replaoements. Transfer 
orders for the first draft (170 men) to leave this unit ,.,ere recld 27 and :'1 Mar . 

5- 9-45 - Det. 1007 is located at Es:piritu SDnto. To be a.ssigned. Samar 1 ~Y'45. 
(Dirpaodocks S.F. Sec Rep of 15 Apr t 45) 

~-G5-4:-, - 1 Me,y 145 !"eport of Det IOO? - located at Espiritu Santo. Repb.cements of 156 
men werp. rec'd from the 47th CB on J3 Apr'45 to relieve the first ciraft unci.P.T tbe 
rotation plan. The first draft of 170 men WRS trpnsferred to the .~c 3tR on 
43 Apr'4f). 

0-&6-45 - 1 Jun'45 report of Det 1007 - located. at Espiritu Santo. 
?-'>:'-4fi - necolJiDend CED lOa? cease operations imrl p dll:tely. }o.11 le rsonnel ' -Hh ,~l fI"l0S ~p 

retd to U.3 . :or rehab. Personnel with timE' overse!'s undflr 21 mos <>u.gmented 
b~' bese forces as available proceed to dismantle Ilnd UBck nlF nt :or for d :r.ovt'. 
(C~IJBOPa.C sec d;' sp 172150 July to f\incnoa P)" r 

- l-~~ - 1 J ul l 1:,5 re!lort of Det 1007 - located '8t ES1)iritu 3anto ~s of 1 J·J.l;:. 
c- ';-'::0 - Contemplate in~ctive_ting CBD 1007 5ep 15 . .nd SE'na.l.nf, c1l1!"fTIent t-:> P.L. 7 r t :,! 

persoMf'l b€'ing retd to minlrnri, for rehab. (Cotnse!"V?c on:",~ "'~ .::JrHl~ -''':;. 
!:.') Comserv7flt) 

~ -.:s-15 - 0.ncpoe f 2201~5 Jnly A ~)prov '3(l irrrnedi'1te CE' f\c,L'ti:.n r.3;) lC'()7 cpe-r, "!")'" C" '"lid 
cf'l at~on ')f all uT,shi;>~d items ,,~ (O::''''''! ~,,.t cri"-~. ( . ..,.CE}-D ,;fmt, r~ ci ~f. 
.'10646 Jul~' 0 TH c-P;:':Jt!'''iCQOC-1c H.F . \ 

c_" : _ 4 f1 - 1 .:mr~'4.f\ r~ort of De-t 1 n7 - locptf!ti E1t BS"1iritu 3anto. I r. ::oi::rJ li ~:l~1!' "' i r. 
~uthority ~rom COr.lSoP~C l'!:;T.1rovec1 by CincPOA Pf!srl. onerettl)no:; G~as d ~, ,,-;' 
;-~:) Jnl~ 1945 ",,1(1 -pr,!!~prFtion!; b"g'''':l f'n' n t-('h~le .,+, o~ -11 ',-,,:,rn:'E"e] \.:! "h l"e 

21 :lOS ov~rsec'" for ret':.:rn to TJ. S. "'0 r rll>h,...b: nf.:rSf) yt·':e... ll1~ cr' ~:: r~ ~~ r: T'J"!: 

.. ') d.!"t:lll tl~ :1:.e. ~>~lr ':I' t:'l :or +" /~T1,'d ::l'-~. 

c:l-di-<+;; - Jesire to in, ctiv[lte CDD 1007 on 20 A.'.l[" 145. :!.f not l.o.rgently "eces .· !,;.i .:Iowe-:;--· p ~. 

(C;OIJSf'!'V:Pc c!)l1f s.;1ti.ltr dtd l·~ AUf; '45 ~e!, )471)3 ~o COJ:l3~rv7tt.fl t). 

http:COJ:l3~rv7tt.fl
http:SE'na.l.nf


:~i-n-

~rjm9""rv1)"C rp"Uf>!,;,~ CinC)OF. ,1;, p.pprf"vll to in-4",i'V" e CBD 1_ 7 t .'1. I -, 

",)!nE'c>rv rc con!' ~~.o.ltr . !' 48111 dtCl G(} ',-1":;; tr ~'nc .'), • :-,/. 

.... ---':~ ,,:'ncpnc p.? ,1"0 ve ~ 1Wct i V' t ion of C ID 1(1)7. {G bC"',"t:: ':0 n::' s '-x:.l r sF"', ';!. 7 1. :lI" 

Or.lS"'rv;;pc, • 
-._.\:, jo .serv"c r.?S !"derpd "~'IS p:~(' t.o :'nactivetc .,:-:=, 1'0, (CC..5.- F, 

CGI,llJh? .)ept 1":5 to GOIDOOpAC). ( ~vlse Go, sprv')'Pc ':Jf cO/.lplet!::m )'!" l.n c cti';:-t ' -;,n •• 
• -1.1_;: - 13"'I")t··~~ -:- PJr (,f 'J:D !OO? - :I')r. trod. ,t -= irit' :)~T1tCl • .; :,,',l,",.f' f.r. 


'<J~tL ...,1 1J1:jntll :"VArse" " p..e tr-·: =:fpr:r~d t~ t t> ",3 , :')r lto:rve 0: r '1 ", ' ~""'. to 

:er.;fU) orAtior.s OJ:'" Juli"·15, "";P-:-~. nO'1 en.'-:-ec. ill .,ucl:i!lf' c ~::" ' +:':-_ . 


'- :,.--;''', 	 ~E:J llJL7 - _ pr..,t::>n~ cPf'scd { p.'l.~h.lr ... t:; . f>('fUPsted to inpctiv'·o? im! di t 1,'. 

45G pers detl'l c hec. 810/4:; ,,:-ve bepn Tt<>till'11"a b ',J . C. :"'1r Ip(,7~ Co: r('a~c:;1.i"!:r.;f'r.t;, 


rel:!~inin' pErs rlre 'Oi'_C!rln? «. disl:lPntlinz n'~nt ' . will m'JV~' ' th e('uirr.en" 

( .Juservsc:c!...Y\ St'lC rf'lnort st" nOl ' lrl dtd =--1 .)uC" <15 tt) JOOSf'r'v"'o r'"\! c; , 


9-29-45 - OBO 1007 inactivated 20 Sept l 45. (Oomaervroneopac con! d1sp 220442 Sept'45 to 
Comaervpac) • 

10-8-45 - OBD 1007 to be inactivated on or about 20 Sept'45. In£orm Oomservpac when 
inactivation is completed. (Comservroneopec con! spdltr Ber 01948 dtd 8 Sept'45 
to ONB, Santo ) . 

QN' ;§QARD 
OFFICERS MEN~ 

1 Jul'44 20 61):9 
1 AugI44 61819 
1 Sep'44 19 616 

lOct ''k 19 629 

1 Nov l 44 17 674: 

1 Dec'44 19 779 

1 J811'45 19 775 

1 Feb '45 20 767 

1 Mar' 45 20 742 


1 Aprl 45 19 739 


1 May l 45 18 725 

1 Jun'45 716
23
1 Jul'45 17 715 
1 A'1.16145 20 693 
1 Sept'45 228 

AUTBORIi'Y 

J3NF625 
BNP625 & MoR 
BNP625 & R 
!wioR 

MoR 
MoR 
MoR 


Moll 

140& 
MoR 
BV625 &, R 

BRP625 & R 
BNP625 &R 
B..JP625 c; .'\ 

BNP6a> 

c .:s. Detachment f1007 (Auto Repair) (INACTIVATED) 

http:e('uirr.en
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Prepared by C. V.I. Natthews 
Completed: Hay 2, 1969 

History of 
United states Naval Construction Battalion Detachment 1007 

Coherence, cooperation and consolidation were the objectives of United 

States armed forces representatives given the task of establishint; tfuok,, ­

and jeep repair facilities throughout the South Pacific taeatre early in 

~943. Up to this time, every Naval shore unit, Marine cOIT~and and Army org­

anization had to set up its own facility for major vehicle repair or find a 

willing service garage or machine shop to do their ,jobs. }1any major corrunands 

had such facilities, but many small units and detachments did not. The result 

was confusion, loss of time, excessive vehicle down time, abandonment of 

equipment, and duplication of repair effort and equipment. 

To alleviate these problems, to reduce the number of automotive repair 

units and to make repair facilities available to all units of all t he serv­

ices, a directive was issued by the Commander, South PaCific, requiring the 

establishment of repair ande,overhaul facilities for all automotive equipment 

of all U. S. services. The Army Service vommand was assigned responsibility 

for units at New Caledonia, Guadalcanal and Fiji; the Marine Corps was assign­

ed the Samoan Islands area; and the Commander, Naval Advance Base, Espiritu 

Santo, was aSSigned responsibility for establishing and operating a unit for 

the New Hebrides. 

Basic standards set for the facility--designated Automotive Repair and 

Overhaul Unit--was that it must be able to repair approximately 100 trucks 

and 100 jeeps monthly to factory overhaul standards, should be able to 

provide repairs to all construction equipment, and should be equipped to 

handle major tire repairs. 

Personnel at the Bureau of Yards and Docks headquarters in Hashingtnn 

lost no time in getting underway with the unit at Espiritu Santo. Planners 

set about drawing deSigns for faciliti es and shop arrangements, while others 

worked up lists of equipment, with assistance fr9I!tA th~ Army e.ngineers. 
~'rl- , ~~.'vY; • 

Personnel procurement got unden-ray -V-lhen "Construction Battalion Deta chment \ 
! /\

1007 was formed Hay 4-19, 1943 atLthe, U. S. Naval Construction Training C~nt-

er, Camp Peary, 1r~illiamsburg, Virginia. The detachment was led by CEe officers 

with mechanical engineering degrees and highly skilled mechanics and craftsmen 

in alli ed fields--all experienced in fleet maintenance or vehicle repair. The 

search for qualified men extended beyond Camp Peary to the Advance B~se Depot 

at Davisville, Rhode Island and to other Seabee installations in the E·' st •., 
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Candidates were screened to determine their qualifications and most suitable 
!> 

assignment in the detachment. After acceptance, they were given abbreviated 

military training and technical training in mechanical and machine shop skills 

with standard military components and special shop equipment. 

The detachment ..Jas activated r1ay 28, 1943. After a 10-day pre-embarkation 

leave the men assembled at Camp -BearyJ where CBD 1007 was fonnally corTUniss­

ioned on June 9th and from where they departed the same day for the \{est 

coast. Lieutenant Commander v1wrd E. Guest, C:;:C v( S), USNR, headed the unit 

as officer in charge and Lieutenant John VI . C. Carroll, CT<:C V(S), umm, was 

executive officer. The 632 enlisted men and 18 officers of the detachment 

arrived at Camp rtousseau, Advance Base Depot, Port Hueneme, California on 

June 14th. Two days later most of the men began advanced military training, 

while others assisted in erecting Quonset outs~and inspecting, conditioning 

and testing equipment prior to shipment to advance base f,depots overseas. 

CBD 1007 embarked at Port Hueneme on July 11, 1943 and arrived at Espiritu 

Santo August 5. On disembarking August 8, the men were transported directly 

to a temporary camp already built for them by Naval Construction Battalion 44 

at the U. S. Naval Advance Base. Then, until August 15, the detachment un­

10aded and deli vered their gear, a:wii1.vauIDomot;i:ve,v1p.aGb:imery,yana spare,-,parts ~ Ie 

Aided by NCB 44, which furnished all construction equipment and crews of 

10 ~-to 60 men, tbe , det~.chmentl1, c9mmenced construction of the Automotive and 

Construction Equipment Repair and Overhaul Unit. J\m.ong tl'1e t.tasks ~~weredgrad­

ing and coral paving of the entire industrial, equipment storage and perman­

ent camp areas. Other crews installed water mains, a sewage system, and un­

derground electrical power and industrial air piping systems. Then crone er­

ection of industrial shops, storage facilities and a mess hall. 

The industrial shops occupied 140,000 square feet of floor space in fif­

teen 40j1~oot arch rib steel buildings on concrete foundations and floor 

slabs. These facilities were on a 15-acre site adjacent to another 20 acres 

graded and paved for storage of waiting and repaired equipment. 

Shops included construction equipment repair, engine overhaul, paint, 

sheet metal and frame, electrical, blacksmithing and heat treating, welding, 

diesel engine and marine propulsion unit overhaul, storage warehouse, sail 
.'.'~ . d"'c'J:'k3, Il 

:5l~j" . ' ndwO;:ddrfg; ~~:I'aa:-ilRa afro- ~""gr,e~sing and washing. 
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Additional steel rib buildings were erected for parts warehousing, 

public works storehouse, transportation, hot locker, administrative and serv­

ice departments, officers quarters,and messing facilities. The machines and 

shop equipment were installed and the unit was substantially completed by 

October 1, 1943. Full service operation got underway on October 4. 

Prior to thiS, the problems inherent in the warehousing, stocking and dis­

tribution of spare parts became apparent. CBD 1007 was manned for mechanical 

skills but not for extensive storekeeping. As a result, a spedial 400-man 

organization was established as Construction Battalion Detachment 1029 in time 

to take over the subsidiary Automotive and Construction Equipment Spare Parts 

Depot on October 6. 

By the endc'o.ti October, the Seabee mechanics had reconditioned or rebuilt 

327 vehicles for 56 customers of the United States Navy, Army, Marines and 

merchant marine. At the same time, the detachment began establishing a rep­

utation for versatility and service by rebuilding 17 amphibious truck bilge 
,-----., 

pumps, regrinding crankshafts from 17 PT boats which ,.;ould ia:III:Ie otherwise 

have had to be returned to the states, repairing several diesel-driven gen­

erator plants, repairJ'~ a battle-damaged LST and manufacturing parts to 
:'~ 

repair an anti-aircraft gun from a sub chaser. 
/I

Thus in their first four weeks, CJlID~l007's craftsmen nearly doubled their 

assigned work load of 200 vehicles: they extended their services to merchanti 

and Naval vessels: they accepted responsibility for po"rer plant engines; they 

became manufacturers of impossible-to-find parts; and th~x did their:- jobs to 
(., ~::.L~~

the satisfaction of customers from every branch of the ~.i serVlces . c; 
Again in January, 1944, the detachment reported signific~ performance 

avera ges far beyond original goals. Repair of vehicles and construction eq­

uipment was nearly 600--triple the number required. The men had completed 

1038 orders, 2qi) of which were designated as major, for 48 customers. By this 

time, their official mission had been breadened lito provide and maintain area 

repair facilities for ••• refrigeration equipment, power plants, vessels assign­

ed to the base or in the harbor (either Naval or Merchant Marine), to repair 

salvaged or damaged equipment for the Advance Base or other bases, and to act 

http:endc'o.ti
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as a central re~r I3.g~rtGy for shore-based equipment for the South Pacific 

area .It They also handled a large amount of 1rlOrk on heavy equipment and roll­

ing stock ordinarily used by the Bureau of Ae~nautics and Army Ordnance. 

The success of CBD 1007 iB their high thro~ghput ~ services far beyond 

those originally called for served as a model for revisions and outfitting 

for future repair and overhaul units. The renown of the hand-picked crafts­

men was based solidly on their basic services in vehicle and construction 

equipment repair, but their reputation for ingenuity and skill in special 
-t~, ~~i~design earned", the respect of higher echelons' . Bureau of Yarllis and 

Docks headquarters. 
Among their noteworthy accomplishments were included: the design of a 

new lift for a lumber carrier, building a pneumatic press from salvaged mat­

erials, improvising a sand blast machine, design and construction of testing 

apparatus for diesel fuel injection pumps, manufacture of a heavy-duty wreck­

er truck for the base, building a bench test set for testing 'Hydrovac l units 

used in truck brake systems, design of a mobile device for transporting 50 

and 75 kilowatt diesel electric units, constructing a special trailer for 

transporting radar antenna masts, design of an oxygen tube drying box for the 

Air Corps, 60nstruction of a mobile electro-magnetic pickap device for bomb 

~ragments, building a trailer for transporting 32-foot long steel plates, and 

designing and constructing armored cabs for tractors to be used in invasion 

landings. 

~~en parts were not available for critically needed equipment, the machine 

shop person.'1el made such items as bevel and pinion and spur gears, spJ.in€- st&.ft.f> , 

special power transmission ~ .drives, bushings and other devices. 

An added aapability of great value was the development of battery rebuild­

ing facilities. When it was discovered that new batteries had not been includ­

ed in the automotive spare parts stocks, the detachment was given the ta.sk 

of rebuilding them for all Army, Navy, Narine Corps and Air IB'orps units on the 

island. By Harch 31, they had rebuilt more than 3,000 storage batteries. 

A unique side service was performed by one of the detachment~s glass spec­

ialists. The unit lol'as equipped with glass eut ting equipment, but replacement 

glass for vehicles was not stocked. The equipment was put to use,however, to 

produce driniing glasses ~rom beer bottles at the rate of 20 an hour. 

For the Air Corps, CBD 1007 specialists built two portable generator uni ts 

for use in operating training gun turrets. 
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CBD 1007 serviced and overhauled the pumps and engines at the base's 

water pumping stations. Finally, when the badly-worn Continental and Chrys­

ler engines t'or tthe ~, pilmpS could no longer be repaired because of !'lissimg 

pavts, ,~a[;l?erious water shortage threatened until the detachment designers 

llimprovised special cormections to enable use of GMC engines as substitutes. 

In Harch, 1944, the detachment was officially charged with repair and 

overhaul of all marine propulsion units f or the base's watercraft. They also 

contended with frequent demand for serviee on Hyster lifts, a pro blem which 

was finally eliminated when the detachment's designers developed a rein­

forced fitting for a part that had habitually failed under the loads imposed 

11m the lifts. 

The detachment continued through 1944 at a high rate of order completions. 

In August they set their record: 1490 orders. The total for 1944 was 15,824 

jobs, of which 5,169 were major overhauls or component replacements. Begin­

ning in September, however, serious shortages of replacement parts began to 

reverse the rate of completions, especially in the irrlportant ma j or overhaul 

of'.'vehicles and construction equipment. 

By the end of N~vember, Commander Guest reported that completion of repairs 

on trucks, jeeps and construction equipment had fallen to 358 units, due large­

ly to missing parts. In that month, there were 1,800 vehicles on hand awaiting 

parts, with an additional 600 on the way. Frequently, pa rtial shipments would 

produce all but the one vital part needed to enable the detachment to put the 

unit back in service. 

The parts shortage created another problem that became noticeable in the 

early months of 1945. Partially completed jobs put into the yards to await 

missing components often remained there for months. As time went by, the trop­

ical climate and inactivity led to deterioration--rYJ.rt~r.g(-)metM, f.f.'O~~n ~ng... 

ines, weathering of tires and fabric. It became increasingly necessary to send 

crews into the yards to inspect these vehicles, perform preventive maintenance, 

and---frequently--return badly deteriorated vehicles to the shmps f or rehab­

ilitation, repainting, lubrication, .re;.w:/'~ , '-. 
Despite these problems, order completions on auxiliary services enabled 

continuance of a high rate of moritblYl)job output. ~ajor ~~~rhauls had 

dropped to 98 in January, 1945, and continued declining in succ ~eding months • ., 
On Ivlarch 28, the authorize~lement for CBD 1007 was i ncreased to 780 

enlisted men and 20 officerS(;~Guest was transferred April 6, so greetings 

were extended to the new men on April 9 by Lieutenant Fay E. Powell, CEe, USNR, 
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who replaced Guest as officer in charge. But Powell's tenure in his new 

position "Tas destined to be brief. 

By order of the Commander, Service Squadron, :.:Jouth Pacific Forces, U.S. 

Pacific Fleet, all repair and overhaul operations of the Automottve and 

Construction Equipment Repair--~ Overhaul Unit were brought to a halt on 

July 26, 1945. ~~~ men of the detachment began dismant­.-­ling the machine s and equipment to pack for shipment to the Advance Base 

Construction Depot on Guam. 

Up to July 20, the detachment reported completion of 24,583 orders in a 

little over 21 months, an average of 1170 monthly or nearly six t:i.mes greater 

than their original goal. 

Men with over 21 months service overseas "rere transferred August 4 for 

return to the United States for leave and rehabilitation. Those with lesser 
dui'l

periods of overseasAcontinued packing and crating t he automotive repair 

equipment and other tools of the detachment. This task was completed later 

in August and the men spent their remaining time at Espiritu Santo in r eady­

th~I waI~-move to Guam. 



Chronology 

of 

U.S. Naval Construction Battalion Detachment 1007 

4-19 May 43 	 Men intended for U.S. Naval Construction Battalion 

Detachment 1007 were assembled at the Naval Construction 

Training Center, Camp Peary, Williamsburg, Virginia, 

and underwent boot training. The complement consisted 

of skilled mechanics and related craftsmen to man an 

Automotive and Construction Equipment Repair and Over­

haul Unit being established at Espiritu Santo, New 

Hebrides. The overhaul unit was to be operated by the 

Navy to provide vehicle repair facilities for all 

branches of the United States armed forces on the 

island. 

28 May 43 	 Naval Construction Battalion Detachment 1007 was officially 

established at Camp Peary with 632 enlisted men and 18 

officers. Lieutenant Co~~ander Ward E. Guest, CEC, USNR, 

was the officer in charge and Lieutenant John W.C. Carroll, 

CEC, USNR, was executive officer. 

9 Jun 43 CBD 1007 departed Camp Peary in two sections. 

14 Jun 43 	 The detachment arrived at Camp Rousseau, Advance Base 

Depot, Port Hueneme, California. 

16 Jun 43 	 Advanced military and technical training were commenced 

at Port Hueneme. 

11 Jul 43 	 The 1007th Detachment departed from Port Hueneme. 



5 Aug 43 

8 Aug 43 

9-15 Aug 43 

16 	 Aug ­
1 Oct 43 

4 Oct 43 

6 Oct 43 

31 	Jan 44 

CBD 1007 arrived at Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides. 

Detachment personnel disembarked and were transported 

to their camp which had previously been built at the 

U.S. Navy Advance Base by Seabees of Naval Construction 

Battalion 44. 

Aided by the Army's 1st Port of Embarkation, the 

detachment unloaded equipment and supplies as well as 

the specialized automotive repair machinery, spare 

parts and plant accessories. 

Land clearing, grading, paving of all industrial areas, 

construction of shops and warehouses and installation 

of machinery were performed by an average of 300 men of 

the detachment aided by NCB 44, which provided all 

construction equipment and crews. 

The detachment put the Automotive and Construction 

Equipment Repair and Overhaul Unit into full service 

to 	meet its mission of handling up to 100 trucks and 

100 Jeeps a month, as well as performing related 

mechanical and maintenance services. 

The automotive and construction equipment spare parts 

depot with functions of stocking, maintaining and 

distributing was turned over to Construction Battalion 

Detachment 1029. 

The job load for January was triple the original assigned 

volume, approaching 600 vehicles per month, of which 

about 50 percent were for major services. In addition, 

the detachment had been assigned added responsibilities 

for refrigeration units, all generators, battery rebuilding, 
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ship and boat repair, and manufacture of out-of-stock 

parts and special design items. Thus, the total job 

load for January was 1,038 orders, 20 percent of which 

were major work on vehicles, six on ships, and a large 

number of miscellaneous projects. 

The detachment handled 1,441 job orders fcr87 military 

units and a merchant ship - their largest list of 

customers in a single month. 

CBD 1007 reported the completion of 1,490 jobs for 

76 customers during the month, their greatest volume 

of orders in a month. 

LieutenattCommander Guest was transferred and replaced 

as officer in charge by Lieutenant Fay E. Powell, CEC, 

USNR, the former executive officer. 

The manpower complement of CBD 1007 was increased from 

633 men and 18 officers to 780 men and 20 officers to 

enable it to meet the excess obligations imposed by 

the expanded mission. 

All repair and overhaul operations ceased on orders from 

the Commander, Service Squadron, South Pacific Forces. 

Up to this time, the detachment had completed 24,583 

orders, of which 4,919 were major repair or overhaul 

jobs. Men with less than 21 months overseas service 

commenced dismantling equipment and packing it for 

movement of the unit to Guam. 

The Commander, South Pacific Area and Force, ordered 

inactivation of the automotive repair detachment. 

Construction Battalion Detachment 1007 was inactivated 

at Espiritu Santo, New Hebrides. 
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u.s. Naval Construction Battalion Detachment 1007 

Officers in Charge 

Lieutenant Commander Ward E. Guest, CEC V(S), USNR 28 May 43 - 6 Apr 45 

Lieutenant Fay E. Powell, CEC V(S), USNR 6 Apr 45 - 20 Sep 45 

Executive Officers 

Lieutenant John C.W. Carroll, CEC V(S), USNR 28 May 43 - 23 Apr 44 

Lieutenant Carl A. Knoll, CEC, USNR 23 Apr 44 - 15 Oct 44 

Lieutenant Robert H. Burchfield, CEC V(S) , USNR 16 Oct 44 - 7 Jan 45 

Lieutenant Fay E. Powell, CEC V(S), USNR 7 Jan 45 - 6 Apr 45 

Lieutenant Donald T. Kean, CEC, USt--TR 21 Jul 45 - 20 Sep 45 
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