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lections and arrangements of materials compiled over a devoted lifetime provided a framework
on which subsequent efforts have continued to build.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

FOREWORD

July 16, 2012

For nearly half a century, the Naval Documents of the American Revolution have
connected us to our revolutionary heritage. These records enrich our understanding of
America’s origins and reveal the formation of our national character. I commend the
United States Navy on releasing Volume 12, which carries forward this proud tradition.

This volume documents the war at sea in April and May of 1778. During this period,
the United States advanced the cause of independence in cooperation with our coalition
partners. France had recognized the United States with a treaty of commerce and had
secretly signed a treaty of alliance. In keeping with this agreement, the French
dispatched one fleet from the Mediterranean to North America and prepared another at
Brest to pin down the British Home Squadron. Spain, for its part, provided the United
States considerable clandestine financial assistance; in New Orleans, the Governor of
Spanish Louisiana lent military aid to an American river-borne force intent on capturing
British West Florida.

Today, the United States proudly defends its own sovereign shores, yet we continue to

work with international partners in pursuit of peace and prosperity. As our world grows

increasingly interconnected, we collaborate with partners throughout the global

community as our founders worked with their allies—on the basis of mutual interest
-and mutual respect.

In reading these accounts, we recognize something fundamentally American in the
voices of our forebears—their unyielding bravery, their drive to serve our nascent
country, their willingness to lay down their lives for freedom’s cause. For over 200
years, an unbroken line of selfless patriots has served in the United States Navy,
courageously defending our national security and our founding ideals. May that bold
example continue to inspire us all for generations to come.
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This print and others of similar nature throughout the volume are engravings by Gerrit Groenwegen, from
the Eberstadt Collection of Naval Engravings and Etchings, Naval History and Heritage Command.



Introduction

On 1 December 2008 the Naval Historical Center was officially renamed the
Naval History and Heritage Command. The name change reflects a transformation
in function. The Naval History and Heritage Command is not a history center located
in the nation’s capital. Rather, headquartered in the Washington Navy Yard, we are
a nationwide organization with facilities, including Navy museums, artifact ware-
houses, and the USS Constitution’s maintenance and repair detachment, in a number
of states. With archival records and libraries in several locations and thousands of
historical artifacts and pieces of naval art on loan and on display, we have a presence
in every part of the country.

Naval history is important to the Navy, for good naval history makes for a better
Navy. Employed in training and education, naval history improves the ability of naval
personnel to understand the current world and how it came to be, and to think crit-
ically about contingencies that affect the future and the possibilities for influencing
the course of events. Naval history is a crucial component of the Navy’s strategic plan-
ning: Sound history is essential to sound decision making. As heritage, naval history
motivates and inspires sailors. Ultimately, a nation that is familiar with the Navy’s his-
tory will understand and support the Navy’s mission.

Without naval documents there can be no naval history from which the Fleet
can benefit. Naval documents are necessary to the writing of naval history, and naval
documentary editions facilitate the use of those documents. Documentary editions
identify the more important among the sea of naval records. These editions transmit
accurate texts from one generation to the next. And they provide context to make
the texts meaningful.

Documentary editions of naval records promote the writing of both academic
naval history, from which the Navy draws to inform decision making, and popular
naval history that spreads understanding of the Navy’s role in national defense
among the citizenry. Every serious naval history of the Civil War relies heavily on
the Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies, just as studies of the Navy’s
role in early wars rely on editions of naval documents on the Quasi-War with France
and on the Barbary Wars. The Naval War of 1812: A Documentary History (three vol-
umes to date) is both a part of, and an impetus to, a burgeoning interest in Amer-
ica’s second war with Great Britain. Numerous writers on naval aspects of the War
of Independence have declared the Naval Documents of the American Revolution series
“indispensable.”

Senior Historian Dr. Michael J. Crawford and fellow editors Dr. Dennis M. Con-
rad, Mr. E. Gordon Bowen-Hassell, and Mr. Mark L. Hayes, whose recent death is
greatly lamented, have produced a volume in the Naval Documents of the American

xi



Revolution series that will be of continuing value to scholars, students, naval person-
nel, the Navy, and the United States. I commend them for their good work and give
them joy on the completion of this important volume.

Javr A. DELoacH

Rear Admiral, USN (Ret.)

Director of Naval History

xii



Editors’ Preface

“Che si ¢ avuta del vigor delle forze Americane per mare.” In April 1778, Captain John
Paul Jones of the eighteen-gun Continental Navy ship Ranger made a daring cruise
in the Irish Sea during which he made prize of several British merchant ships and
raided ashore—burning a ship in the English harbor of Whitehaven and attempting
to kidnap a Scottish earl from St. Mary’s Isle. The cruise culminated with the capture
of the twenty-gun HMS Drake, which Jones brought into Brest, France. Ranger's cruise
terrorized the residents of the coast of Great Britain and increased the British peo-
ple’s anxieties about their island nation’s vulnerability to invasion, especially now
that the French had joined the war as America’s allies. Although France’s leaders
understood that this expedition would have little effect on the war’s outcome, it con-
firmed their opinion that America’s sailors were eager to bring the war to the enemy,
according to Francesco Favi, Florentine ambassador to Paris. In Favi’s words, the
French Court believed “America’s sea forces are vigorous.”

The texts printed in this volume document the vigor of the American war effort
at sea during the spring of 1778, the entry of the French into the war, and the British
response to the new military realities, as well as a host of related themes. The period
of the war covered by this volume was one pregnant with possibilities as well as
fraught with peril for all parties to the conflict.

This volume is a product of collaboration that draws on a rich store of resources
built up over the course of nearly a century. William Bell Clark (1889—1968) began
collecting historical texts on the naval history of the War of Independence when still
ayoung man, long before the Navy engaged him to produce the initial four volumes
of the Naval Documents of the American Revolution series. The project office shelves still
hold some 130 grey, three-ring binders containing typescripts of logbooks, muster
rolls, orders, correspondence, newspaper reports, and other records that Clark lov-
ingly transcribed on his manual typewriter. Clarks’ successors Drs. William James
Morgan and William S. Dudley, in the course of editing volumes five through nine,
continued to develop the resources on which the current editors drew to produce
this, the twelfth volume in the series. Under the project’s first editors, capable staffs
created filing systems and finding aids, searched repositories for documents, made
photo- and micro-copies, recommended selections, perfected transcriptions, exe-
cuted translations, proofed copy, and prepared indexes. We, the current editorial
staff, consider ourselves to be engaged in a collegial enterprise and look on those
who served before us as fellow collaborators.

Among our colleagues and collaborators, special mention is due to E. Gordon
Bowen-Hassell. Mr. Bowen-Hassell joined the staff in 1969, when Volume 5 was in
production. He retired in 2008, after thirty-nine years with the project. His co-work-
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ers came to rely on his mastery of the naval history of the United States’ founding
era and his encyclopedic knowledge of its documentary sources. The value of his
contributions to the series is incalculable. His retirement will force those of us who
remain to redouble our efforts so that future volumes may match the high standards
of accuracy and completeness he helped create and maintain.

Our fellow editor Mark Hayes died unexpectedly while engaged in the study
of the navy in irregular warfare and while this volume was still in manuscript. Mr.
Hayes’s contributions to this work included the editing of portions on the operations
of Continental Navy Captain Gustavus Conyngham, whose difficult handwriting he
had mastered, and portions dealing with the southern coast of the United States.
With his death the historical enterprise has lost a productive scholar and the histor-
ical community a warm and caring colleague.

Various current and former staff members of the Naval History and Heritage
Command Center helped in production of this volume. Alexis Catsambis, of the
command’s Underwater Archeology Branch, assisted in collating transcriptions of
Italian documents and of Vice Amiral d’Estaing’s lengthy dissertation in French on
his North American strategic vision. Margherita Desy, historian for the command’s
Detachment Boston—the team that maintains and repairs USS Constitution—expertly
completed our transcription of the muster roll of Massachusetts Navy ship Hazard
by checking the original, much-faded document in the Massachusetts State Archives.
John Reilly, formerly of the Ship’s Histories Branch and now of the Naval Historical
Foundation’s staff, participated in the collating of Italian transcriptions.

Alex Hidalgo, of the Department of History at the University of Arizona, tran-
scribed and translated several Spanish language documents.

With gratitude we acknowledge the archivists, curators, and librarians of the
many records repositories who have so readily lent their professional assistance to
our enterprise. Ellen McAlister Clarke, Library Director of the Society of the Cincin-
nati, and Katherine Ludwig, Librarian of the David Library of the American Revolu-
tion, for instance, went out of their way to be helpful during our visits to their
repositories and in subsequent inquiries by e-mail and telephone, and Brigitte
Schmauch, an archivist at the French National Archives, graciously verified our tran-
scriptions based on imperfect photocopies against the original documents in the
archives in Paris.

We are indebted to several friends of naval history for voluntary contributions
of labor and expertise. Mr. Jon M. Beaulieu, of Washington, D.C., assisted with draft-
ing the introductory essays for the American and European theaters. Mr. Robert
Brooks, of Stockton Springs, Maine, volunteered his extensive knowledge of British
naval officers serving on the North American station to enhance identifications pro-
vided in the volume, and spent countless hours reading through the draft manuscript
to offer useful suggestions regarding selection and annotation. Mr. Donald M. Lon-
dahl-Smidt, of Montvale, New Jersey, made his collection of materials relating to
British transports available to us. Dr. Thomas Long, of The George Washington Uni-
versity, assisted with the collection of some of the documents as well as giving us the
benefit of his expertise on the Virginia State Navy. Mr. Joe Rubinfine, autograph
dealer of Cocoa, Florida, provided the image of a compass rose that illustrates the
discussion of compass directions in the section on “Editorial Method.” Ms. Virginia
Steele Wood, of Washington, D.C., alerted us to the relevance of the Mordecai Shef-
tall Papers at the American Jewish Historical Society.
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The following student interns assisted with a variety of tasks, such as surveying
newspapers, transcribing documents, and researching annotations: Eric E. Connon,
of Saganaw Valley State College; Christopher Crawford-Franklin, of the University
of Aberdeen; Jessica Hassay, of St. Mary’s College; Orrin Konheim, of Mary Wash-
ington College; Syvain Lautier, of Nimes, France; and Andrew Pfister, of Ohio State
University. Student interns Catherine Boundjia, of Caen, France, a student at ENSI-
CAEN, Majday Rachiq, of Mulhouse, France, a post-graduate at the University of Lille
III, and Max Schmitz, of Luxembourg, a post-graduate at the Université Catholique
de Louvain, Belgium, provided invaluable aid proofreading French transcriptions
and improving English translations.

Extracts from The Private Papers of John, Earl of Sandwich, First Lord of the Admiralty,
1771-1782, edited by G. R. Barnes and J. H. Owen ([London]: Navy Records Society,
Copyright © 1932-38), are reprinted by permission of the Navy Records Society. We
greatly appreciate the cooperation of all the institutions and individuals from whose
collections, public and private, we draw the texts printed in this volume.

Responsibility for the contents of this volume is that of the editors alone. Rec-
ognizing that no documentary edition will be perfect, we believe this volume, despite
its inevitable flaws, makes a worthy contribution to the study of the young nation’s
fight for freedom.
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Editorial Method

Principles of Selection

In selecting documents for this series, the editors’ goal is to include those records
that are necessary for a comprehensive understanding of the war at sea of the Amer-
ican Revolution. By comprehensive, the editors do not mean they include every doc-
ument touching on the war at sea, but rather that they provide full coverage of naval
aspects of the armed struggle and present the reader a meaningful overview of the
entire sea effort. As an earlier volume explained, “documentation bearing on the
regular naval forces on both sides, state navies, privateers, merchant shipping, logis-
tics of the conflict, and operations on sea, lake, bay and river fall within the context
of ‘naval document’ as used in this series” (Vol. 6, p. xi).

The series accounts for the activities of each of the Continental Navy’s warships
and of most of those of the state navies. It seeks to document every aspect of the or-
dinary business of operating and maintaining the Continental and state navies. It
chronicles privateering activities, both American and British.

We also cover the activities of British squadrons in American waters and of se-
lected individual British warships. No attempt is made to document the ordinary
business of operating and maintaining the Royal Navy and therefore fiscal accounts,
muster rolls, payrolls, and prize share lists are excluded. There is also little about
British supplies, cannon, gunpowder, munitions, pay, prize money, and building and
fitting out of ships. We do, however, cover British naval operations, logistics, convoys,
transports, and manning of vessels. Documents have also been included that concern
the aims and strategy of the British, account for prizes taken, and balance Patriot ac-
counts of actions and operations. Coverage of the British naval effort in this and pre-
vious volumes will serve as the model for treatment of the naval efforts of France and
other European powers in coming volumes.

We print diplomatic correspondence that deals directly with naval matters, in-
cluding the outfitting of privateers and American naval vessels, the sale of their prizes
in European and Caribbean ports, and the supplying of America with munitions by
European powers. Internal American politics that affect naval operations are docu-
mented, but not so internal European politics. In covering the French, Spanish, and
Dutch naval war efforts, we publish documents that: concern aims and strategy; fol-
low movements of squadrons and selected individual warships from these countries;
relate to joint operations with American armies and navies; or illustrate the effects
of allied naval forces on the American populace, as well as on the American war ef-
fort. In short, we provide enough documentation of the European efforts to give
context to those of the United States.
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Variant Texts

When multiple copies of a text are available, the version that is closest to the text
that the recipient read is printed. For example, an autograph letter signed has prece-
dence over a recipient’s letter book copy, since the former is what the reader saw
and the latter may contain copyist’s errors; but a recipient’s letter book copy has
precedence over a draft, since the former is probably closer to the version the writer
sent, containing changes made in preparing the final version. Significant variations
between versions are discussed in notes; otherwise the editors do not indentify variant
versions.

Placement of Documents

Documents in this volume are divided into two sections, the American Theater and
the European Theater, according to where they originated, even though some doc-
uments created in Europe may concern events in America, and some created in
America may be about events in Europe. Within each theater, documents are
arranged in chronological order by date of origin. Under each date they are ordered
by place of origin, from north to south. For documents created on the same day in
the same location, public records precede private; and public records appear in
order of organizational hierarchy. In this hierarchy, Continental records precede
state, and state precede municipal; executive documents precede legislative, and leg-
islative precede judicial; a letter from the president of Congress precedes a letter
from a committee of Congress, and a letter from a committee of Congress precedes
aletter from a board acting for the committee; a document of the British Admiralty
precedes one from an admiral, and a letter from an admiral precedes one from a
captain. A letter written on the same day as its response always precedes that re-
sponse. Laid out in tabular fashion, the principles of arrangement are as follows:

By theater: American, followed by European
By chronology
By geography north to south
Public, by organizational hierarchy
Private

Documents that cover a span of dates, such as a letter written over the course of
several days, are placed at the last date in that span.

Undated and incompletely dated documents appear at their earliest conjectured
date, as follows:

Conjectured Date Placement
sometime in a given year before documents dated
1 January of that year
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sometime within a given month before documents written
the first of the month

after a given month before documents dated the
first of the next month

Notes

Notes follow each document. Each document has an unnumbered source note that
precedes the numbered notes and describes the document using abbreviations to
indicate the type of document and the repository and collection from which it came.
If the document was taken from a published source, that source may be short titled.
The abbreviations used in all of these cases are listed below. Contemporary addresses,
endorsements, and docketings are also given in the source notes.

The full name and rank or position, if known, of persons named in the text but
not identified in the text or notes can be found in the index. In notes identifying of-
ficers of the Royal Navy, a bracketed numeral after the name refers to the enumera-
tion system employed by the British Admiralty to differentiate officers of the same
name and incorporated into The Commissioned Sea Officers of the Royal Navy 1660—1815,
Occasional Publications of the Navy Records Society, Vol. 1, edited by David Syrett
and R. L. DiNardo (Aldershot, England: Scolar Press, for the Navy Records Society,
1994).

Transcription

Transcriptions adhere as closely as possible to the originals in spelling, capitalization,
punctuation, and abbreviation, including the retention of dashes and underlining
found in the original text. Exceptions to this general rule are as follows: The names
of ships are italicized. Complimentary closes, unless unusual or otherwise significant,
are shortened and end with [&c.], and, in the interest of saving space, are attached
to the last paragraph of text. Words and passages that were crossed out by the author
are transcribed either as overstrikes or in notes if they are deemed significant by the
editors. When a spelling is so unusual as to be misleading or confusing, the correct
spelling immediately follows the misspelled word in square brackets and italicized
type or is discussed in a footnote.

In the eighteenth century, the thorn, a symbol much like the letter y, was used
in pla’l of the letters th. In this volume, the thorn is represented by the letter y, so
that “y*” is “the,” “y"” is “that,” “y*” is “this,” and so forth. Another symbol, the “tailed
P” or ,isretained. This symbol represents any of the prefixes per, pro, and pre. The
tilde, a flourish employed by writers in the eighteenth century to indicate the omis-
sion of one or more characters, is silently replaced by the appropriate letters.

Where the source is a newspaper or other printed work, the editors have not at-
tempted to retain typeface: for example, blocks of text in all italics have been putin
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roman font, and some words in all capitals have been normalized. Exceptions are
printed broadsides or advertisements where different typefaces emphasize the mean-
ing of the text.

In order to present accurate texts, this volume renders non-English documents
in their original languages, including preserving spelling and accent marks however
irregular. Each of these documents is accompanied by an English translation.

Ships’ Logs

Two categories of modifications to the original text appear in the transcriptions of
most of the logbooks and officers’ journals that appear in this volume. First, a num-
ber of columns of such information as the direction of the wind, ship’s course, dis-
tance traveled, latitude, and longitude are eliminated. The noon bearing is brought
into the text of the “Remarks” column, set oft as a separate paragraph. Second, the
dating of the daily entries has been made to conform to civil time, rather than sea
time. Most eighteenth-century logbooks and journals of ships at sea began the new
day with the previous day’s noon reading—the locating of a ship using navigational
instruments when the sun was at its meridian. Thus, according to the log of a ship
in the midst of the ocean, noon on 31 December civil time would be the beginning
of 1 January. In this volume, however, each day’s entry begins with midnight, except
as noted. In making this modification, the editors start each entry with either the
noon bearings or the last bearings of the previous day.

Abbreviations Commonly Used in Logbooks

Abbreviations commonly used in logbook entries found in this volume are listed
below in alphabetical order, with their expanded meanings. In the text, the abbrevi-
ations in the list may be followed by a period or colon and lowercased words may be
capitalized.

Abbreviation Meaning

agr? aground
anch? anchored

an¢ anchored; answered
ans? answered

bb! barrel

bb" best bower

bd board; bound
bears bearing

bod bound

b" bower
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bri¢/brig"
brt/brot

bl

btbr

C

car?/carr?
c°/com’/comp’/co’
conts

dis
distee/dist®

do
emp’/empl?
e/et

erd

fa™/fath

fird

P'ﬂ

P'ﬂS

fr

fs!

gall

gt

han?

harb*

hhd

14/1s14

lar®
lat/latt?/lattde
lat"/latt”
leag®/leg*/legue/lg®
lieu*

lt

long?

m
man¢/mann?
md

mains'

mast”
mid/mid"/midsh"
miz"

ml\
mod¢/mod!/mod'®
m

brigantine
brought
best; boat; brought
best bower
cape

carried
company
containing
distant; distance
distance
ditto
employed
east

eastward
fathom

fired

fathom; from
fathoms

fair; for
foresail
gallant
gallant; great
handed
harbor
hogshead
island
larboard
latitude
latter
leagues
lieutenant
lieutenant; light
longitude
main
manned
made
mainsail
master
midshipman
mizzen

main
moderate
miles
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m*/m!
n
ne
num"
obs/observ'/observat®
off
onb?
pc/pY/ps’
p/p”
pound’/p"

t
q'/qu’/qua’/quart’
recd
ret?
runs/runn?
sch’
sd
sev
short?
sig'/sig"/sign'
sl
sm'/sm’
s°/s
southd/s™
st
star?
stays'/stay"
studs/studd®
t
tk4/TK
tg/tg"/topg'/topgall'
topm"
tops'/top*
tsls
var
A
wch
V\’d
_Wd /wrd
wea'
weigh?
work®
Wr

1

1

mast

north

north; number
number
observation
officer

on board
pieces
pounders
pounder
part; past; point
party

quarter
received
returned
running
schooner
sounded; said
several
shortened
signal

sail; small
small

south; southern
southward
saint
starboard
staysail
studding

top

tacked
topgallant
topmast
topsail
topsails
variable

west

which

wind

—ward (as in leeward, northward, etc.)

weather

weighed, i.e., raised
working

water; weather
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wt
wth

Yd
Yc

Directional and Compass Readings

west; with

Directions in logbooks are based on the mariners’ compass or compass rose illus-
trated below. Boxing the compass is the action of naming all thirty-two principal
points of the compass in clockwise order. The list below gives the symbol, its meaning,
and its location in degrees on the compass.

/. 4&//{'/ // e Marinérs
N D
Compaly

NbE
NNE
NEbN
NE
NEDbE
ENE
EbN

EbS
ESE

North

North by east
North-northeast
Northeast by north
Northeast
Northeast by east
East-northeast
East by north
East

East by south
Eastsoutheast
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11.25°
22.50°
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45.00°
56.25°
67.50°
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SEbE Southeast by east 123.75°

SE Southeast 135.00°
SEbS Southeast by south 146.25°
SSE South-southeast 157.50°
SbE South by east 168.75°
S South 180.00°
SbwW South by west 191.25°
SSW South-southwest 202.50°
SWbS Southwest by south 213.75°
SW Southwest 225.00°
SWbwW Southwest by west 236.25°
WSW West-southwest 247.50°
WhbS West by south 258.75°
w West 270.00°
WbN West by north 281.25°
WNW West-northwest 292.50°
NWbW Northwest by west 303.75°
NW Northwest 315.00°
NWbDbN Northwest by north 326.23°
NNW North-northwest 337.50°
NbW North by west 348.75°

Sometimes, the logbooks further divide the distance between the principal points
of the compass by quarter points. Thus, the 11.25° between north (N) and north by
east (NbE) can be divided into 2.8125° increments by indicating a fraction of a point
on the compass. For example, NYE translates into a compass reading of 2.8125°
NYE is 5.625% N%E is 8.4375°. Sometimes the heading or direction in the logbook
is given with ordinals between the direction-indicating letters, for example, N10W.
This notation is read north ten degrees west and means that the vessel is steering
ten degrees west of true north. Thus S61E would mean that the vessel is on a heading
sixty-one degrees east of true south, or a compass reading of 119°.

Textual Devices

The editors silently supply letters and words that are missing from a damaged man-
uscript but are obvious from the context. They use brackets and roman type to supply
those letters and words that are probable, with a question mark within the brackets
where they are questionable. The editors use brackets with italic type when supplying
the proper spellings of personal and geographic names or the correct spellings of
words that are otherwise confusing. The bracketed, italicized phrases, [torn] and
[illeg.] (“illegible”) indicate indecipherable or non-conjecturable words missing from
manuscripts. The virgule, /, in source notes indicates a line break in addresses, en-
dorsements, and docketings. Extracts, translations, and enclosures are indicated thus:
[Extract]; [Translation]; [Enclosure]. All other editorial insertions in the body of
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the texts are indicated by italic type within brackets. For documents in which the
texts lack a date or place of origin, the editors supply a date or place, or both, in
square brackets and italic type, flush right before the text.

[roman]

[roman?]

[italic]
[torn]
[illeg.]

[Extract]
[Translation]

[Enclosure]
e

probable conjectural reading, or text supplied from an-
other part of the document (in the case of logbooks in par-
ticular)

questionable conjectural reading

editorial explanation

document is damaged, with non-conjecturable text missing
text is indecipherable

the text following is part of a larger text

the text following is an English translation from the text’s
original language

the text following was an enclosure of the preceding text
crossed out text

Abbreviations Used to Describe Manuscripts

Copy
D

Df

DIfS

DS

L

LB
Transcript
Translation

CaNSHP

CSmH
Ct

CtHi
CtNLHi

CtY
De-AR

DLC
DN
DNA

Contemporary Copy
Document

Draft

Draft Signed

Document Signed

Letter, Recipient’s Copy
Letter Book

Copy not contemporary
Contemporary translation

Repository Symbols

Nova Scotia Archives and Records Management, Halifax,
Nova Scotia, Canada

Henry E. Huntington Library, San Marino, Calif.

Connecticut State Library, Hartford, Conn.

Connecticut Historical Society, Hartford, Conn.

New London County Historical Society, New London,
Conn.

Yale University, New Haven, Conn.

Delaware Department of State, Division of Historical and
Cultural Affairs, Hall of Records, Dover, Del.

Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.

Navy Department Library, Washington, D.C.

United States National Archives, Washington, D.C.
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FrBAPM

FrPNA

M-Ar
MB

MdAA
MdAN
MdHi
MeHi
MH-H

MHi
MiU-C

MMhHi
MSaE
Nc-Ar

Nh-Ar

NHi
NHpR
Nj
NjGbS

NjHi
NjMoHP
NjP

N

NN
NNAJHS
NNC
NNPM
PHarH

PHi

PPi
PPISPM
PPAmP
PU
PWacD

PYHi

Archives Du Ministéere Des Affaires Etrangeres, Paris,
France. Document conservé au Centre historique des
Archives nationales a Paris.

Archives Nationales, Paris, France. Document conservé au
Centre historique des Archives nationales a Paris.

Massachusetts State Archives, Boston, Mass.

Boston Public Library, Boston, Mass. Rare Books Depart-
ment. Courtesy of the Trustees.

Maryland State Archives, Annapolis, Md.

United States Naval Academy Museum, Annapolis, Md.

Maryland Historical Society, Baltimore, Md.

Maine Historical Society, Portland, Me.

Harvard University. Houghton Library, Cambridge, Mass.
By permission of the Houghton Library, Harvard Uni-
versity.

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston, Mass.

University of Michigan. William L. Clements Library, Ann
Arbor, Mich.

Marblehead Historical Society, Marblehead, Mass.

Essex Institute, Salem, Mass.

North Carolina State Department of Cultural Resources,
Division of Archives and History, Raleigh, N.C.

New Hampshire Department of State. Division of Records
Management and Archives, Concord, N.H.

New-York Historical Society, New York, N.Y.

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, Hyde Park, N.Y.

New Jersey State Library, Trenton, N.]J.

Rowan College of New Jersey, Savitz Library, Glassboro,
N.J.

New Jersey Historical Society, Newark, N.J.

Morristown National Historical Park, Morristown, N.J.

Princeton University, Princeton, N.J.

New York State Library, Albany, N.Y.

New York Public Library, N.Y.

American Jewish Historical Society, New York, N.Y.

Columbia University, New York, N.Y.

Pierpont Morgan Library, New York, N.Y.

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Divi-
sion of Archives and Manuscripts, Harrisburg, Pa.

Historical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa.

Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, Pa.

Independence Seaport Museum Library, Philadelphia, Pa.

American Philosophical Society, Philadelphia, Pa.

University of Pennsylvania Library, Philadelphia, Pa.

David Library of the American Revolution, Washington
Crossing, Pa.

Historical Society of York County, Pa.
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R-Ar
RHi
RHNIi
ScHi
ScU
SpMAH
SpSAG

SpVAS
Uk

UKLi
UKLNMM
UKLPR

Vi

ViHi

ViU

Adm.

Arch. dipl. Corr. Pol.
C.O.

H.C.A.

PCC

PRO
RG
S.P.

Adams, Diary

Adams Papers

Allen, Massachusetts
Privateers of the Revolution

Rhode Island State Archives, Providence, R.1.

Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence, R.I.

Newport Historical Society, Newport, R.I.

South Carolina Historical Society, Charleston, S.C.

University of South Carolina, Columbia, S.C.

Archivo Historico Nacional, Madrid, Spain

Ministerio de Educacién, Culturay Deporte, Archivo Gen-
eral de Indias, Seville, Spain

Archivo General de Simancas, Valladolid, Spain

British Library, London, England

Brown, Picton and Hornby Libraries, Liverpool, England

National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, United Kingdom

National Archives, London, United Kingdom

Virginia State Library, Richmond, Va.

Virginia Historical Society, Richmond, Va.

University of Virginia, Charlottesville, Va.

Collection Symbols

Admiralty

Archives diplomatique, Correspondance Politique

Colonial Office

High Court of Admiralty

Record Group 360. Records of the Continental and Con-
federation Congresses and the Constitutional Con-
vention. “Papers of the Continental Congress”

Public Record Office

Record Group

State Papers (Domestic)

Short Titles

Adams, John. The Diary and Autobiography of John
Adams. Edited by Lyman H. Butterfield, et al. 4 vols.
Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1961

Papers of John Adams. Edited by Robert J. Taylor, et al. 15
vols. to date. Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University
Press, 1977-
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AMERICAN THEATER
From April 1 to May 31, 1778

SUMMARY

The spring of 1778 brought dramatic changes to the American Theater. The
Royal Navy had achieved extensive control of the seas and had soundly beaten units
of the Continental fleet in direct confrontation. However, on 12 May 1778 the British
commanders in North America learned that France had officially entered the war
on the side of the Americans. The British, who had dominated the Atlantic, were
forced to loosen their hold on the coastline and make plans to consolidate their
strength in New York in order to reinforce their more valuable possessions in the
theater. The majority of the Continental Navy fleet had been reduced to river galleys
and other small ships able to outrun and evade their much larger British counter-
parts but also unable to challenge their enemies on the open seas, while Continental
Navy ship construction encountered frustrating delays.

In the northern states the port of Boston remained untouchable by the Royal
Navy and Army alike. The British lacked the manpower to take the city, which con-
tinued to be a principal destination for trade and a staging point for insurgent naval
activity. In addition, the British coastal blockades suffered from extreme weather,
causing significant damage that could be fully repaired only in Britain. In April, Vice
Admiral Viscount Richard Howe sent a large squadron back to England to repair de-
terioration owing to the heavy demands placed on his ships. To redress the material
fatigue of the blockade Vice Admiral Howe recommended construction of a shipyard
in New York. The arrival of Continental Army Major General John Sullivan in Rhode
Island caused the British to conclude that a major Continental Army operation was
underway in Rhode Island. To deprive the American forces a source of resupply, the
British made use of their amphibious capabilities and manpower advantage to strike
at the stores, livestock, and munitions located on the Elizabeth Islands. The raids
destroyed numerous warehouses while taking few casualties. The success of the raids
was offset by their collateral political damage, driving the local populace to embrace
the American cause.

In April the British had a firm grip on the Mid-Atlantic region. Their control of
the entrance of the Chesapeake Bay suffocated trade from Maryland and Virginia.
In Delaware and Eastern Maryland loyalist movements evoked a cry for help from
the Delaware governor. From their base in Philadelphia, the British struck out at
Continental Navy supplies and materiel in the Delaware River. In these amphibious
assaults they destroyed more than forty ships, including two stripped-down Conti-
nental Navy frigates that had been sunk and refloated, Effingham and Washington.
British raids along the coast of Delaware caused concern among Americans when
prominent American supporters were kidnapped.

In the South, the British faced a serious threat from the Continental Army forces
under Major General Robert Howe. The Georgia State Navy along with Continental
reinforcements managed to reduce the Province of East Florida to a single ship for

3
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defense in action near Frederica Island in the Altamaha River, where they captured
East Florida Sloop Rebeccaand HM Armed Sloop Hinchinbrook. In Spanish Louisiana,
a Continental Army contingent under command of Captain James Willing had taken
refuge in the city of New Orleans after attacking British holdings and capturing
prizes in West Florida. From there, Willing moved outside the city and carried out
several amphibious raids on British plantations in West Florida, causing a diplomatic
standoff between the Spanish and British. The British increased their naval presence
around the city and made protests to the Spanish, who rebuffed British attempts to
persuade Governor Bernardo de Gadlvez to seize and turn over the Americans. Galvez
publicly maintained neutrality, rebuffing British demands as well as enforcing a strict
policy against the Americans’ outfitting ships for the purpose of attacking the British.

The Marine Committee, after experiencing shortages of funds, resumed con-
struction of naval vessels at Portsmouth, New Hampshire, and New London, Con-
necticut, and saw frigate Alliance completed at Salisbury, Massachusetts. The March
1778 captures of Continental Navy frigate Alfred as its consort the frigate Raleigh
looked on and of the frigate Virginia within days of its launch called the American
frigate captains’ competence into question and induced the Marine Committee to
order formal inquiries. In contrast, Captain Abraham Whipple, Continental Navy
frigate Providence, engaged and evaded several British warships in a daring escape
from Narragansett Bay under the cover of a storm and headed for France. Several
other Continental Navy ships returned from France, including frigates Queen of
France, Deane, and Raleigh, which carried copies of the Franco-American treaties.

The Franco-American treaties arrived at the Continental Congress on 25 April.
Having quickly ratified the treaties, Congress commissioned six vessels to assure that
at least one signed copy of the treaties reached the American Commissioners in
France. The French alliance gave the American cause a major morale boost in the
spring of 1778 by promising a revival of trade when the British were forced to re-
group their naval assets to face the French fleet. The major change in North America
began on May 12th, 1778 when Vice Admiral Viscount Howe sent out orders to bring
the majority of the British warships in North America to the mouth of the Delaware
River to aid in the evacuation of Philadelphia as well as to begin the formation of a
task force to intercept the French Fleet from Toulon.
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April
MANSEL ALCOCK TO TIMOTHY PICKERING, JR.
[Extract]
[ Beverly or Salem, Mass., April 1778]
Sr.

.. its very hard the Circumstances of the Times admits not the Sea Ports to
exert their strength in the little Maritime War we are able to carry on, with[ou]" in-
curring the Jealousy & Envy of the Country People, who Ultimately reap all the Ad-
vantages arising from it; My Agencys' so totally engross my Time that I know but little
of Public Affairs, therefore unfit to write a Lre of this Sort; Millets?> Accounts have
made me from a Warm Advocate for Privateering almost a Convert to the Interests
of the Army, I shoud always have been so, but I had such a high Opinion of Our
Virtue & Our strength, that I only look’t on Privateering as the exuberance of both,
but I find my self mistaken, stand rectified in my Opinion & shall act accordingly,
tho’ I cant entirely give up Privateering, as its confin’d but to few States, the middle
Ones [be]ing wholly excluded by Howe’s® situation &c,

... it was mov? in Council,? that all the Small Privateers under such a Burthan
sho? have no Commcons [i.e., commissions] granted them, & it had been Carried but
M" Hopkins® oppos? it, they were stigmatis® as Pirates &c &c but he Urg? they had
Commissions from the State, and if so, the Conclusion was too Pointed, the ostensi-
ble pretence was they hurt our Nova Scotia Friends, but the Public Voice says, they
disturb® the Clandestine Trade carried on thro’ that Channel, & the Popularity of
the Derbys® lessons much on this Motion, & some other Circumstances of which you
may have better information from Millet, it was One of these little Piratical Privateers,
that took the Rich Prize Millet will inform you of, and for which I hope the Army
will be so much the better, You understand Mechanics and can apply them Politically,
one broken or Weak Cog in a Principal Wheel retards the Motion of all the Depend-
ent or Colateral Ones, had this Motion of Derbys past our Legislature, it might have
been adopted by the whole Continent without Knowing the Sinister motive of it, and
% if not % of our Advantages by Privateering have been struck of[f]—Give Pay
enough, Premium enough, and a high Gratuity at the expiration of three Years or
the War, and there certainly is Landmen enough in America, to fill Your Armys with'
recurring to the Ports to lessen the little Maritime Strength and Advantages ags' the
most Potent Maritime Nation that ever existed in the World, . . .

In hopes of Congratulating You on some favourable event that may happen
befor you arrive here, am with great respect [&c.]

Mansel Alcock

L, MHi, Timothy Pickering Papers, vol. 17, fols. 133-134a. Addressed on cover: “To/General
Pickering/Address—.” Docketed: “M. Alcock/April 1778.” Pickering was a member of the Continental
Board of War, meeting at York, Pa. Alcock was an owner of privateers.

1. That is, purchasing agents for the Continental Army at the seaports.

2. Possibly, John Baptiste Millet, a Salem, Mass., privateer captain and shipowner.

3. That is, the position of Vice Adm. Howe’s fleet in Delaware River and Bay stifled privateering in
Pennsylvania, Delaware, and New Jersey.

4. Massachusetts Council.

5. Daniel Hopkins, of Salem, was one of the councillors.
6. Elias Hasket Derby, John Derby and Richard Derby, Jr., all Salem merchants.
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ISAAC SEARS TO NATHANIEL SHAW, JR.

Dear Sir Boston 1*¢ April 1778

Yours of the 24™ March I received,—' your draught on me for £2,000
payable to Capt John Lamb meets with due honour. I am glad to hear the Ship
Putnam? is provided with her Stores. Capt: Breeden is out of Town. dont know
when he will return. I fear shall be disappointed of geting the chain and cross
barr Shott, I should be glad to know if the Ship is like to get man’d and by what
time she will Sail. I think the first of May soon enough, and cou’d wish she might
accompany our Ship Mars® and Brigt: Gener’l Arnold* at that Time—You ask my
Opinion of M* David Dickson which is something delicate. he has been here near
twelve Months. The latter part of which he has done little but adventuring to Sea
which at present is very precarious—I suppose he has made a Fortune but it is
astonishing to me that he shou’d have contracted so large a debt as he has with
you and made so small a payment in so long a Time—"he must have made a large
sum on The Sugar as I believe none of it sold under £16 to £18 M" Dickson is a
young Gentleman for whom I have a particular regard; M" Sam" Breck of this
Town I believe principally does his Business, I shall have about four Thousand
Pounds to pay him in a short time. if you think proper you may draw in my favour
on him for that Sum, payable in one Month the money shall be applied to your
Order I am Sir [&c.]

Isaac Sears

P.S. I have not been able to procure the Doctor’s Instruments, the person who made
them being out of Town- I believe little dependence may be put on my getting them
here—TI have not yet rec® the Suit of Colours from Capt: Lamb for particculars on
that Subject I refer you to the Letter which he says he will write you—
L, CtY, Nathaniel and Thomas Shaw Papers, packet 27, no. 1645. Addressed on cover: “To/Nathaniel
Shaw Esq”/Merchant/at/Newlondon.” Addressed below close: “Nathaniel Shaw Esq".” Docketed: “Isaac
Sears/Letter/April 1+ 1778.”

1. In the letter Shaw informed Sears that the building and fitting out of the privateer General Putnam
cost him £45,000, and that it had all her stores and provisions on board ready for a cruise. Nathaniel
Shaw, Jr., to Isaac Sears, 24 Mar. 1778. CtY, Nathaniel and Thomas Shaw Papers, Letter Book (Jan. 1775—
July 1782).

2. Connecticut privateer ship General Putnam, Thomas Allon, commander, of New London, mounting
twenty 9-pounders, a crew of 150 seamen, owned by Nathaniel Shaw, Jr., and Co., of New London, was
commissioned on 23 Apr. 1778. DNA, PCC, item 196, vol. 6, p. 34.

3. Massachusetts privateer ship Mars, Gilbert Ash, commander, of Boston, mounting 22 carriage guns,
a crew of 130 seamen, owned by Isaac Sears, of Boston, and John and Samuel Broome, of Hartford, Conn.,
was commissioned on 23 May 1778. M-Ar, vol. 139, pp. 184, 233. The copy of her letter of marque and
reprisal in the Papers of the Continental Congress refers to her as a Connecticut privateer that was com-
missioned on 11 May 1778. DNA, PCC, item 196, vol. 10, p. 20.

4. Massachusetts privateer brigantine General Arnold, James Magee, commander, mounting 20 carriage
guns, a crew of 120 seamen, owned by Isaac Sears and Paschal N. Smith, of Boston, was commissioned on
11 May 1778. DNA, PCC, item 196, vol. 6, p. 8.

5. In Aug. 1777 merchant David Dickson purchased 200 hogsheads of sugar from Shaw, worth

£20,000, and had only paid Shaw £7,000 by Mar. 1778. Nathaniel Shaw, Jr., to Isaac Sears, 24 Mar. 1778.
CtY, Nathaniel and Thomas Shaw Papers, Letter Book (Jan. 1775—July 1782).
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JOHN DESHON TO CAPTAIN ABRAHAM WHIPPLE, CONTINENTAL NAVY

New London April 1. 1778
Dear Sir
The bearer M" Jonathan Woodworth brings Twenty Men with him for which request
to M* Vernon' to give him first Le'” of Marines on board Ship Providence,? I imagine
this will near compleat y" Compliment of Men for your Ship, I heartily wish you suc-
cess in your intended Cruize and advise you of all means to wait for a proper time to
sail,? as the Enemy is no doubt apprized of your sailing. I think you cannot well have
too much wind when you sail. if M" Woodworth had more time he could easily enter
more men f[or] the Cruize, I have advanced M" Woodworth Twelve hundred
Dol[lars] the Remainder of Bounty for each man you must make[.] I am Sir [&c.]
John Deshon—

LB, MiU-C, Abraham Whipple Papers, Letter Book (1778), 2. Addressed at foot: “To Capt Whipple Ship
Providence.” Marginal notation: “].D./to/AW/April 1. 78.” Deshon was a member of the Continental Navy
Board of the Eastern Department.

1. William Vernon, member of the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Department.

2. Woodworth was appointed first lieutenant in the Continental Marines on board frigate Providence.
LB, MiU-C, Abraham Whipple Papers, Letter Book (1778).

3. Providence sailed from Narragansett Bay on the night of 30 Apr. See Diary of Captain Frederick
Mackenzie, 1 May, below.

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE PEARL, CAPTAIN JOHN LINZEE

April [1778] At Anchor off New Castle
Wednesd” 1" AM Sett up Main Rigging.
do.

1s* fresh breeses & cloudy PM Fired Ten Guns at a number of
Rebels in a breast work! on the Pennsylvania Shore.? At 6 His
Maj* Camilla came up & Anch® here.?

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/675, fol. 40.

1. On 31 Mar., Brig. Gen. William Smallwood, the Continental officer commanding in Delaware, re-
ported to Gen. George Washington that he had sent a “strong Party” of troops to scout for forage along
the shore of the Delaware River. GW Papers, Rev. War Series, 14: 373-74. Pearl probably fired on troops from
this detachment.

2. That is, Delaware shore. At this time, the state of Delaware was sometimes referred to as the lower
counties of Pennsylvania.

3. H.M. frigate Camilla, Capt. Honorable Charles Phipps, commander.

JOURNAL OF THE MARYLAND COUNCIL

[Annapolis] Wednesday 1 April 1778
[Ordered] Tho* Read Comm’ of the Brig. Baltimore,' receipt of 2 short 3
pounders 4 long 3 pound® with their Carriages which were sent to Baltimore & also
4 short 3 pounders the property of this State received for the use of the Congress

Journal and Correspondence of the Council of Maryland, 1778-1779, vol. 21: 3.
1. Elsewhere, Baltimoreis identified as an armed galley. See, for example, NDAR11: 8, 9, 10, 275.
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COLONEL GEORGE DASHIELL TO GOVERNOR THOMAS JOHNSON, JR., OF MARYLAND

Sir Somerset County [ Md.] April 1+ 1778.

Inclosed is a list of the names of sundry persons residents of this County, who has
apply’d to me for a flag to go on Board of the British Ships to make enquiry after a
Number of Slaves, which has absented them selves from their Masters service, and its
believed have gone on board the Shiping while at Tanjeer Sound' but as I do not con-
sider my at Liberty to comply with their Request without your Excellency’s permission,
they have requested me to write to you on the subject; I am personally acquainted with
the several Gentlemen, and can inform you that their attachm* to their Country’s cause
is not to be doubted.— in case they should procure a Flag and it should have the desired
effect of recovering their slaves, it would in all probabillity discorage others from going
to the Enimy, as I am apprehensive they will have frequent Oppertunities.— the Shiping
which lay in the sound, have gone down the Bay, but we have the greatest reason to ex-
pect them up dayly, as they have for some time past, as soon as One went down Others
returned.— I am apprehensive that it will be very difficult to prevent the Inhabitants in
some parts of this County from tradeing with the Enimy while the Water Craft are con-
tinued on the different Rivers in this County.— agreeable to the directions of the Sup-
plementary Act to the Militia Law, the field Officers has held a Court Martial for the
Tryal of such persons as refused to give their Attendance when the Respective Classes
to which they belonged were Ordered on duty.— We have apply’d to the Court to issue
execution against the delinquents for the recovery of the fines, who refused to do it for
as much as they are of Opinion that they are not invested with any such Power

I request the favour of you to advise me how we shall proceed in this business,
if the fines is not speedily recovered, our Militia will be useless.—*I have the Honour
to be [&c.]

George Dashiell
L, MdAA, Maryland State Papers (Red Books), S989, 4584-122. In the left margin opposite the signature
the following names are appended in column form: “Peter Waters, W™ Waters, W™ Gilliss,
Whittey McClemmy, Lambert Hyland, Jacob Reis, Robert Elzey, Miss Sally Elzey, Miss Nancy Elzey.”
1. That is, Tangier Sound.
2. In their reply of 6 Apr., the Council refused to give permission for the flag, writing that “the Im-

propriety of permitting our People to go to the Enemy to solicit Favors, is so strong that we have rejected”
every application to do so. The Council added that they hoped “some Method will be fallen on to indem-

nify them, without their being obliged to crouch to our Enemies.” Journal and Correspondence of the Council
of Maryland, 1778-1779, vol. 21: 12.

JOURNAL oF H.M.S. S7. ALBANS, CAPTAIN RICHARD ONSLOW

April 1778 Moored in Hampton Road Virginia—

Wednesday 1* Mod" breezes & fair at 7 AM came off a Flag of Truce from
Portsmouth, the Emerald, Virginia Prize,' & Otters Tender® Stand-
ing In.—

Moored in Hampton Road Virginia—
Fresh Breezes & Cloudy the Emerald & Virginia Frigate Came to
an anchor

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/828.

1. For the capture of the Continental Navy frigate Virginia, Capt. James Nicholson, commander, see

NDAR 11: 848-49.
2. Brig tender Dunmore, Lt. John Wright, commander.
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COMMISSION OF ROBERT ELLIOTT AS CAPTAIN OF MARINES

By Oliver Pollock Esq" Agent for the United Independant States of North America
To all to whom these presents shall come Send Greeting, Know Ye, That by virtue of
full power and authority to me given by the Honourable Congress of the Said States
I do by these Presents Nominate and appoint Robert Elliott Gentleman Captain of
Marines on board the Ship Morris Captain W™ Pickles Commander in the service of
the Said States; I do moreover Promise he shall enjoy the pay and emolument of
Cap" of Marines and the Enemy whereby notified that in Case of his being taken
prisoner he is to expect the Treatment becoming his Rank as Captain aforesaid and
shall be exchanged as such and every Indignity offered to his person shall be retali-
ated, He Subjecting himself Nevertheless to Obey such Orders and directions as he
shall from Time to Time receive from me or other Superior or Senior Officer duely
Appointed by the Said States.— Given under my Hand on board the Ship Morris on
the River Mississippi the first day of April 1778!
The above is a True Copy Signed
Philip Francis, OI" Pollock Agent
Copy, DNA, PCC, item 41, vol. 3, p. 34 (M247, roll 49).

1. On the same date, Pollock commissioned Daniel Longstreet to be lieutenant of Marines. DNA,

PCC, item 41, vol. 3, p. 33 (M247, roll 49). Also on 1 Apr., Captain James Willing, with the approbation
of Pollock, commissioned James Elliot to be “Lieutenant of Engineers” in Morris. Ibid., p. 30.

OLIVER POLLOCK TO CONTINENTAL COMMERCE COMMITTEE

Sirs New Orleans 1 April 1778

This serves to Inclose you Copy of what I had the Honour to write you Via Mar-
tinico the 6™ Ult> to which I beg leave to Refer.! since this Capt” James Willing Arriv’d
here in the prize Ship Rebeca Cap™ Cox Commander? and was fitted out from London
as A letter of Mark Mounting 16 Guns with 20 men on Board and is the Ship men-
tion’d in my last taken by Lieu* Tho* M‘Intyre & his party of only Ten men® which
Cap™ Willing had sent down before him She’s A Compleat Vessell and will make A
fine Ship of warr by taking off her upper Deck. She will Carry Twenty Six pounders
and Cap™ Willing & Cap" Pickles* are both of Oppinion it will be Agreable to you to
have her fitted Out on your Account, this I shall think more Seriously of and advise
with the G° and if I find A sufficiency of Cash to put your first Orders in Execution
this shall be done Afterwards as she will Really make an Excellent Ship properly fitted
out which I can have done here on verry moderate terms, and then she will ans"for
Convoying or Carrying Valuable Cargoes from here to any Port of your Continent
this fall or be sent out from here on A Cruize as you may Judge proper, but as its un-
certain what time I can have your Orders on this Subject in all Probability I will put
one or Other in Execution as soon as Possible

The Amount of all the prizes made by Cap™ Willing in his Route down I believe
will be D™ 25,000 or thereabouts but it would been much more Considerable had
his party been only double the number, as there was A Great many Sav’d themselves
by flying to this Goverment which he has laid open for both parties for protection,
and further Insists that the British shall not make Captures on us or we on them
from the Entrance of the Balize to Manchak®, though this point we have not and will
not Give up till Such times as the Court of Great Britain Returns to the Court of
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Spain the Vessells & Effects taken from Us in this River by the Sloop of war Nam’d
the Diligencé as youll see by Copy of A letter sent by Cap” Willing to the Governor®
though it is neither his wish or our Interest to Enter into any Altercation yet as its
His desire, and may in future be of service by Establishing the same Right in this
River which the English Claim’d & took our Vessells under their Guns here, which
however I must Inform you this Governor Condemn’d as also all the Officers of the
Custom, and declar’d their Sentiments to the former Governor Unzaga® as being A
weak Act of his own, which the[y] say the Court will bring him to an Account for Suf-
fering, But till this happens, or that we Get some Satisfaction for the Injury done be-
tween them, I desire this Governor that he may permit me to dispose of the prizes
so taken from the Balize up to Manchak, & let the proceeds be deposited in his own
Treasury till thatis done or Otherwise till the Court of Spain and you may determine
the point—This I don’t know whether he will agree to or no But we shall Equally
Reap the benefit Even if I am obliged to Give them up, as he will not suffer the Eng-
lish to make any Seizure on our Vessells or in short any American property within
the same limits which he has already wrote the Captain of A sloop of war sent from
Pensacola to demand the Sloop Rebeca & all the prizes &c* brought in here by Cap®
Willing,'” but in place of Granting him that, he has Given us leave to dispose of Every
thing taken above Manchak Either on the River or the English Teritories—and luck-
ily the Ship Rebeca is one of these prizes, I have also the pleasure to Inform you that
the Number of Tories that was settl’d on Baton Rouge which had form’d A plan for
Cutting off our Boats in Going up we have totally Routed, and have taken about One
Hundred of their Slaves which Cap™ Willings officers & men have bro' down here,
which I have sold at D™ 140 Each Round for Ready Cash fifty of them I have deliver’d
and the Remainder I am to deliver in four or five Days, this I can assure you is verry
Hurtfull to the Enemy, as the[y] have been Suplying Jamaica Constantly with Lumber
& Pensacola with provisions, Ever since the Commencement of the warr, But the In-
habitants of the Natchez is in Generall friend to the American Cause for which I
wish Sincerly you would send them some protection only Sufficient to Guard against
the Indians will do for the present, as it is not in their power to send any Troops
there from Pensacola, but I am afraid the[y] will set the Savages to work Against them
for declaring their Sentiments to Cap” Willing on his Arrivall. Nay theres severall of
them has Joined him, and I Expect he will have A party of Two Hundred men with
him by the time he setts off from here as there Coming to him Every day, but as our
funds here is but small I am determin’d to let no more in the Service than what is
Really wanted to take up the Boats—as the Governor has no Orders from the Court
of Spain to Supply me with any money, I am afraid he will be slow in assisting me In-
deed he tells me he Cant take upon himself to lend out the Kings money which he
has Receiv’d for the Use of the Province which he would be Oblig’d to ans' for in
particular in Case of A Rupture with Great Britain, he will want all the Cash he has
here for the Use of the Militia which he would be Oblig’d to Raise to defend the
Colony. However he has Assur’d me of Advancing A little in Case of Necessity which
of Course I must have Recourse to Comply with your Orders, in Sending the quan-
tities of Goods you want, I was Getting Every thing in Order for Cap” Willing & his
party to send off directly but he tells me its of no Use Going from here till Next
month or Even the month of June as theres no such thing as passing the falls upon
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the Ohio till the begining of October, therefore I come to the Ressolution of dis-
patching Two Batoes under Spanish Colours deeply loaded with Sundry Merchandize
for which this serves now to Inclose you Invoices & bill of Loading Invoice Mark’d
S.U.S. Amounting to Twenty Five Thousand & Sixty Three Dollars Four Rials—!!
which sum I have here put to your debit and Credited by the Court of Spain the
prices the Governor had fix’d here by Impartiall Judges in order to make an Estimate
of them so that you may know at least near the Value of them for your Goverment in
making the payment in flour here which will be agreable to him to Receive without
you have Otherwise provided for it at the Court of Spain, this mode he only points
out, it lays with you Intirely how far you may think it Convenient to Comply with.
The Invoice mark’d U:S."? is Goods I partly purchas’d here at Vendue belonging to
the prizes brought in by Cap” Willing and the Greatest part I purchas’d here at the
first hands, and though theres some of the Articles Rather high youll upon Examin-
ing find them in Generall well laid in at this market, I have paid down half Cash for
them & the Other half Engag’d to pay the latter End of this year for this and many
Other sums I shall have to pay them for account of the States; I shall Expect large
Supplys of flour or if this is not practicable A Credit fixt on France or Spain and this
once Establish’d you may be Assur’d of having Constant Supplys of all Sorts of Goods
you Chuse to Order. This Invoice with the Charges paid by me for the freight of them
& the Goods I have Shipt belonging to the states furnish’d by the Court of Spain
Amounts to 35970 Dollars 6 Ryals—which sum I have also debited the states for & if
found Right youll please note Accordingly I have about Eight thousand Dollars worth
more of verry fine French Goods purchas’d which I keep in Readiness by the time
Cap" Willing will Set off, which shall be as soon as he thinks he Can pass the falls on
the Ohio, or Even A little sooner as he may lay thereabouts with his people at less
Expense than here and in the mean time I shall Order them to have five or Six Batoes
Ready and buy up about Twenty thousand Dollars worth of more Goods fit for your
market and dispatch the whole Under his Command as you direct. Those Good/[s]
which I have sent up under the Spanish Colours I have Order’d to be Stor’d at the
Spanish Fort, under the Care of the Commandant there and M* Robert George
whom is a verry Carefull and fit person to take Care & Keep the Goods from any
damage or Embezlement of the Batoe men, The Commadant & George have Orders
to deliver Said Goods to your Orders therefore if you find it necessary you Can Send
for them Imed? after this Comes to hand which I am in hopes this or the Duplicates
which I shall forward by sea will Reach you, so as you may have Batoes there Ready
to Receive them pretty near by the time the[y] Get to the Illinois Country and if your
flour is Ready you Can send it down the Ohio at the same time & Ship it in Spanish
Boats from there here, but youll please Observe Boats is not always to be Got there
However I have Given Orders for one of those to Remain there till Cap® Willing Calls
there whom will take the whole of the Goods with him from that, Unless sent for by
you before he Gets up, theres another sloop of warr Arriv’d from Pensacola Nam’d
the Hound" to Relieve the one here now which I am told Intends Going up as high
as Manchak, and I suppose will be Station’d there to prevent our Boats Getting past.
But perhaps we may Contrive some method of taking her before she Can do much
Damage as the fate of the Rebeca will now put them more on their Guard this will not
be so Easily Accomplish’d But we must at least Guard Against his Cutting off our
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Boats or if theres no other Chance I must Endeavour to dispatch them as I have done
the Rest. I purchas’d A small schooner for One thousand Dollars which I dispatch
in about Ten Days for the Continent under Spanish Colours Command’d by Cap®
Lafite with A small Assortment of Goods which I shall advise you of in due time.!
Cap" Pickles Arriv’d here about Two weeks ago and deliver’d me the packet with that
to the G which you did me the Honour of sending and for which I beg leave to Re-
turn you my Sincere thanks. The people belonging to the Vessell Rais’d on him &
the Captain & took the schooner from them & put them on Shore at Havana where
the[y] have been well treated, and Came Passengers down in the spanish packet
here."” I have Pickles Employ’d in taking Care of the Rebeca & if I determine fitting
her out shall Give him the Command of her as I believe him Capable & steady to
our Cause—!'° youll Observe to the Commanding Officer that you may send down
with the flour or upon any other Expedition that he must be Carefull in Comming
down the River for fear of an Attack from the Indians, or perhaps some of the British
sloops of warr or Other Arm’d Vessells the[y] may Station at or Even above Manchak
and to Avoid any Surprise or danger he will do well to Call in at the spanish Posts
where I shall have the Nec[¢]ssary Instructions lodg’d for his Information, and if
Necssary I will desire the G to lodge Orders for the Boats to be put under Spanish
Colours, the first post is the Arkansaws after coming into the Mississippi, and the sec-
ond Point Coupee, where he may Get Every Inteligense Necssary of the Enemy, this
I only mention for your Goverment as I believe the[y] will be no Great danger, you
desire my Oppinion with Respect to lodging flour at the Cape!” for this Market. In
ans" thereto I have to Inform you the whole Supplys for this place now Comes from
there and provided you Can only send it there with any degree of safety the Risk is
Intirely Ours & the Expense of its Comming from there here may be Obtain on mod-
erate terms as the Vessells in the Trade Generally Comes half loaded from there—
But should you be so Circumstanc’d as not to have this in your power or find that
the Expenses high, by sending Supplys of flour Either this way or Via the Ohio River
you must Establish me A Credit on France or Spain Otherwise procure Orders from
the Court of Spain to this Gov' to Supply me with Cash in proportion to the quantitys
of Goods youll want and the Expences I will have to be at in forwarding them &c*
though I can pass my Bills when you Authorise me to draw, yet if you Cant send me
no Supplys of flour, it will be necssary to have A little Cash here for paying the
Charges. I thought it nec[e]ssary to have another conference with the G before I
concluded this letter and am Just now come from Him, and he Agrees to Supply me
with some Indian Goods say Strands & blankets & A number of other Articles that
will ans' but in this Expedition he Expects A Concern for his advances which will be
advantageous for us, as it will Enable me to send more goods than I otherwise could,
and at same time make a begining for A larger Concern in some Other Expedition
particularly if this turns out well, But as those Goods in all probability will be Scarce
here next fall as I dont suppose there will be any more Imported from London the
sooner you Order Supplys from France this way the better terms youll have your
Goods on. The money I mention’d having laid out for the Use of the States was
Chiefly on account of forwarding your letters an Exact account of which I shall fur-
nish you with the Copy of the Journals, I kept here since the Commencement of this
warr, and upon Examination if you think the states should pay it well, if not I shall
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be fully Satisfied with my own Good Intent of serving the Cause, and the Honour
you have already Confer’d on me. This Goes Inclos’d in the Governor’s letter to
which I Refer'® and am with profound Respect [&c.]

OI" Pollock

L, DNA, PCC, item 50, pp. 209-22 (M247, roll 64). Addressed: “To the Hon"¢/Robert Morris/William
Smith and/Henry Laurens Esq™.”

. See NDAR 11: 535-36.

. Ship Rebecca, John Cox, master.

. Lt. Thomas McIntire, Independent Company of Western Pennsylvania.

. Capt. William Pickles, formerly master of the brigantine Norton.

. Gov. Don Bernardo de Galvez.

. The Balize is the main mouth of the Mississippi River, and Manchac was a settlement where the
Iberville River flows into the Mississippi.

7. HM. brig-rigged sloop-of-war Diligence, Comdr. Thomas Davey, commander. For more on these
captured vessels, see NDAR 5: 1225 and 6: 1168.

8. Capt. James Willing to Gov. Don Bernardo de Gdlvez, 18 Mar. 1778. NDAR11: 706-7.

9. Former Gov. Don Luis de Unzaga y Amezaga. Galvez succeeded him as governor on 1 Jan. 1777.

10. Governor Don Bernardo de Gdlvez to Commander John Fergusson, R.N., 18 Mar. 1778, NDAR
11: 704-6.

11. The invoice in French and dated 1 Apr. is in DNA, PCC, item 50, pp. 155-57 (M247, roll
64).

12. The Invoice, entitled “Sundry Merchandize Shipped on Board the Bateau La Providence” is in
DNA, PCC, item 50, pp. 149-53 (M247, roll 64). See also, Bill of Lading for the bateau La Providence, 31
Mar. 1778. NDAR 11: 850-51.

13. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Hound, Comdr. Joseph Nunn, commander.

14. In his letter to the Continental Marine Committee of 20 May, Pollock reported that Lafitte “de-
clined going the Voyage” so Pollock replaced him with Jean Morain as captain of the sloop Bernardo. DNA,
PCC, item 78, vol. 23, pp. 483-84 (M247, roll 104).

15. In a letter to Don Diego Joseph Navarro, the Governor of Cuba, of 12 Apr. 1778, Galvez reported
that “William Pickel and Matthew Roan, who fortunately could land on your island in the boat which, by
compassion, was given to them by the mutinous crew of the schooner Bostonian” had arrived in New Or-
leans in the Spanish naval brigantine Santa Teresa and had delivered Navarro’s dispatches to Galvez.
Archivos Generales de las Indias, Papeles de Cuba, Legajo 1232, no. 64. Translation by Carmen R. Philpott
and Maria Scioneaux for the Works Progress Administration of Louisiana, 1937-38.

16. It appears Pollock had already decided to make Rebecca into a ship of war. As seen in his letter to
Robert Elliott, this date, below, he appointed Pickles captain of the Rebecca—renamed Morris-and com-
missioned marine officers to serve in it.

17. That is, Cape Francois.

18. Galvez’s letter has not been found.

Sy OU s 00 NO —

CAPTAIN JAMES WILLING, CONTINENTAL ARMY, TO
GOVERNOR DON BERNARDO DE GALVEZ OF SPANISH LOUISIANA

Sir New Orleans April 1. 1778

I am inexpressibly sorry that any Act of mine should be the means of giving your
Excellency the least displeasure; I am conscious of the rectitude of my intentions
however I may have error’d without designing the most remote Approach to any dis-
respect to your Person or Authority, both which I hold in the greatest esteem and
deference

By what I can understand by the Translations I have been able to obtain of the
Letter of the 27 Ult> which you did me the honor to write,' Your Excellency has
been informed That I affixed Proclamations in the Publick parts of this City &c* Per-
mit me Sir to assure you that I set up a Notice in writing within side the House
wherein I lodged by Your Excellency’s permission and in no other place whatever;
This House I esteemed my Quarters under the protection of your Government—
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This Sir I thought the least offensive method of requesting such Brittish Subjects as
were by me made Prisoner of War to the American Arms, to repair onboard the Prize
Ship Rebecca when I should grant them Permission in writing with full assurance to re-
main unmolested by any American Officer or Soldier upon their pledging their Honor
that they would surrender themselves when thereunto required upon any future Cartel
and as those Gentlemen could not or would not have any opportunity of being ac-
quainted with my desire, if the same had not been made known to them in this City, I
hoped, that such Notice as I gave them was the least likely to give Offence to your Ex-
cellency and might have answered the desire purpose; But as it had an effect I did not
forsee, I take this opportunity to begg Your Excellency to be assured; That I am ex-
ceedingly sorry, any Act of mine should give you the least degree of disgust or Offence
and shall in future take particular care that I shall myself and all Officers and Soldiers
under my Command be particularly cautious of avoiding whatever may possibly be
esteemed disagreeable to your Excellency or prejudicial to any of his Catholick
Majesty’s Subjects under your Government—I have the honor to be [&c.]

Ja* Willing Cap™

In the service of the Ind*

united States of America
L, SpSAG, Papeles de Cuba, Legajo 2370, Part II. Addressed: “To/His Excellency Don Bernardo de
Galvez/Knight of the Royal Order of Charles y¢ 3¢/Colonel of His Armies and Governor/General of the
Province/Of/Lousianna.” Willing was captain of the Continental Army’s boat of war Rattle Trap and com-

mander of an American expedition that had come to Louisiana from Fort Pitt via the Mississippi River.
1. Galvez’s letter has not been found.

CAPTAIN SAMUEL CHAMPLIN, JR., TO NATHANIEL SHAW, JR.

American Revenue April 1°¢ 1778
Lattitude 23..40[ N]Long 48[ W]—!
Dear Sir/

I have the pleasure to Acquaint you that yesterday Morning about Sunrise the
Man at Mast head espied a Sail we gave her chace at two came up with her she
prov’d to be the Ship Lovely Lass ——— Waid? Comander from London bound to
New York with an exceeding Valuable Cargoe on Bord consisting of near the follow-
ing articles—Viz) 255 Bales Dry Goods 7 Baggs Hops 5 Bagg Pepper One H* Hams
5 Coils Cordage 827 Bb* Flower 29 Puncheons Old Spirit 4 Bales Beever Furr 64
Chests Tea 370 Casks Porter & Wine Eight Cases of Ascid 137 Basketts Cheas 21 Hh*
of Loaf Sugar 2 Hogsheads Porter 7 Hampers of Wine & Porter—-&c &c—Which we
wish safe to America—® Cap" Concling is in Compy* we have taken out a few pieces
of Linnen &c &c We have on Bord Seventy Seven hands en-beréd Cap" Concling
has as he says Sixty Seven the Sloop you know—

Have put on bord Nath' Thomson as prize Master and have orderd him to make
the best of his way to some friendly port in America am in hast your Hum" Serv*

Sam" Champlin
L, CGtNLHi, Nathaniel and Thomas Shaw Letters and Papers, Portfolio 21.
1. This is in the latitude of the Bahamas.
2. Andrew Waid, master.
3. For more on the capture of ship Lovely Lass, see The Connecticut Gazelle; and the Universal Intelligencer,

8 May, and The Royal American Gazette (New York), 19 May, below.
4. Capt. Joseph Conkling, commanding Connecticut privateer sloop Revenge.
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JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE NIGER, CAPTAIN ROBERT LAMBERT

April 1778 Old Cape Francois ESE 9 or 10 Leag*

Wednesday 1* off shore 2 or 3 Miles.
AM D Wr [Light Breezes & fair W] at dawn of Day Saw a
Schooner on our Starb® Bow & soon perceived it to be our
Chace. Soon after saw another Vessel which we took to be a Vir-
ginia Pilot Boat upon our Beam & another Sail upon Larb® Bow
at ¥ past 5 being almost Calm hoisted out the Barge & Sent her
Mann’d & Armed after the Chace at Day light fired a shot at the
Chace & another Shot at the Vessel on our Larb® Bow. Perceiving
that she hauld towards our Barge, Soon after fired another Shot
at the Schooner upon which she Bro" too with her head towards
our Barge' & Perceived that the strange Vessel ahead was a Ten-
der who sent her Boat on board the Prize this Tender proved to
be the Southamptons Tender? at 12 Prize in Company

Point Massquesea ESE Dist 4 or 5 Leag® Mod" Breezes &

fair W= At %2 past 12 Saw 3 Sail to Windw® Prize in Company
[Made] Sail & Gave Chace At 2 Saw a Sail on our W* Bow & our
Tender® in Chace of her at % past 4 fired 8 12" & 10 6™ Shot at
the Chace & She Bore down to us D Shortened Sail Hove too
Hoist’d out the Cutter & Sent her on board the Prize Tender in
Comp* Found the Prize to be the Schooner Adventurefrom Cape
Francois Bound to Maryland.! D* took the Master & 7 Men out
of her & left the Mate & Sent 4 Men to take Charge of her at
Sun Set Isabella SSW dist. 7 or 8 Leag* D> made Sail Tender & 2
Prizes in Company. At %2 pt 11 Saw a Sail on our W* Bow & tender
in Chace

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/637. This entry is a continuation of the narrative begun on 28 March and continued

on 29 and 31 March. See NDAR 11: 825, 834, and 851.

1. Schooner Angelina, master unknown, on a voyage from South Carolina to Cape Francois with a
cargo of tobacco, rice, and indigo. “A List of Vessels taken by His Majestys Squadron under the Command
of Sir Peter Parker at Jamaica between the 3d March and the 21st June 1778,” UKLPR, Adm. 1/240.

2. Possibly tender Vixen mentioned in a French report of 4 Mar. 1778. NDAR11: 513-15. H.M. frigate
Southampton, Capt. William Garnier, commander.

3. Probably sloop tender Washington, Lt. John Pakenham, commander.

4. Schooner Adventure, master unknown, on a voyage from Cape Francois to Maryland with a cargo

of “Linens & Rum &c.” “A List of Vessels taken by His Majestys Squadron under the Command of Sir
Peter Parker at Jamaica between the 3d March and the 21st June 1778,” UKLPR, Adm. 1,/240.

JOURNAL OF FRENCH NAVY FRIGATE ETOURDIE,
LIEUTENANT DE VAISSEAU MARQUIS DE MONTBAS

du 1 avril 1778
[ St. Pierre, Martinique]
a neuf heures du matin la brize faible de la partie de IESE [illeg.] suis aperct que le
feu avait pris a bord d’un bateau insurgent, sur le champ j’ay envoyé le canot et la
chaloupe avec des bailes et des sceaux, ayant donné ordre a lofficier qui étoit dans
la chaloupe de couper les amares du bateau et de noyer les poudres ce qui a ete éx-
ecuté dans une minute, et le bateau a été halé au large. Apres midi j’ay recti une let-
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tre de m" le m* de bouillie' par la quelle il me prie de faire mouillier dans la rade
de la galere tous les corsaires anglo americains qui sont en rade. Sur le champ j’ay
donne des ordres en consequence au capitaine de port.

[Translation]
April 1+ 1778

[St. Pierre, Martinique]
at nine in the morning with a faint breeze from the ESE [illeg.] I noticed that fire
had broken out on board a rebel boat, immediately I sent the cutter and the launch
with bails and buckets, having given orders to the officer who was in the cutter to
cut the moorings of the boat and to drown the powder magazine, which was executed
in an instant, and the boat had been hauled out to sea. In the afternoon I received
a letter from Monsieur the Marquis de Bouillé! by which he asked me to have an-
chored in the galleys’ roadstead all the Anglo-American privateers that are in the
roads. Immediately I gave these orders in consequence to the captain of the port.
D, FrPNA, Marine B* 147, fol. 303.

1. Francois-Claude-Amour, Marquis de Bouillé, governor general of Martinique and the French
Windward Islands.

CAPITAINE DE VAISSEAU CHEVALIER CHARLES P1COT DE DAMPIERRE
TO GABRIEL DE SARTINE

Monseigneur— Au fort royal le 1 Avril 1778

Dans la croisieére que je viens de faire, J’ai Alé a marie galante pour y faire du
Bois. J'y ai Trouvé la diligente Commandée par m* duchilleau.! cet officier a vint ren-
contré a la mer le v Le portland 1.’amiral young n’y Etait pas—ils Se parlerent & Se
Separerent. Un petit coup de vent que j’ai Essuié avait Endomagé le mat de mizéne
du portland & 1’avait obligé de venir mouiller le quatorze de mars a marie galante ou
m" duchilleau Etait mouillé. Quand il apperceut le v** Il Envoia prendre par Sa
chaloupe une goualette construction anglaise & L’a fut mouiller a Costé de lui de
peur que L’anglais ne S’en Empara. Ces messieurs prennent tous les B Des prize
quioque ce Soient des francais qui les aient achelés. M" duchilleau S’est Conduit
parfaitement Bien. Le dimanche quinze le portland fut routte pour antiques.

Mr. De montbas? Comm® La corvette L’ efourdie mouillé a S" pierre pour L’ordre
& la police de la radde. Entendit tirer du Canon le dix neuf de mars du Costé du
prescheur il fila ses Cables sur le champ et arriva assez a temps pour Empescher un
Bateau insurgent d’estre pris. Il s’eut Eté cependant Sans L’ efourdie quoique la Bat-
terie du prescheur fut Beaucoup de feu. Ces Batteries de Terre ne peuvent faire de
mal qu’a ceux qui sont mouillés dessous, & Sans des Batiments de guerre on ne peut
pas faire respecter les costes, ny leur donner protection.

M" de montbas a chassé la fregatte anglaise Jusques a la grand anse de la
domingue aprez quoy il Est revenu prendre son poste dans la radde de St. Pierre ou
m" le marquis de Bouillé m’a prié d’avoir tourjours une fregate J’ai choisi m* de
montbas pour ce la parce que officier Est tres Capable de remplir ce poste que Sa
corvette Est trop petite pour aller croiser. Il En faudrait une pareille a la radde de la
Basse Terre a la guadeloupe.

Les anglais ont deux v** De guerre & six fregattes ou Corvettes.

Les hollandais ont dans ces mers trois v*** De guerre & deux fregattes com-
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mandés par I’amiral Comte de Byland. Je suis [&c.]
Le ch®" De Dampierre

[Translation]
My Lord Fort Royal, 1 April 1778

During the cruise I just completed I went to Marie Galante to obtain wood.
There I found the Diligente, commanded by Mr. Duchilleau.! This officer had met at
sea the ship of the line Portland. Admiral Young was not aboard. They spoke to each
other and separated. A small storm I experienced damaged the Portland’s mizzen-
mast and obliged it to anchor on the fourteenth of March at Marie Galante, where
Mr. Duchilleau was moored. When he sighted the ship of the line he sent for his
longboat, a small schooner built in England, and had it moor alongside for fear that
the Englishman might seize it. These gentlemen take all boats prize, regardless of
their purchase by the French. Mr. Duchilleau did perfectly well. On Sunday the fif-
teenth the Portland was on course for Antigua. Mr. De Montbas, commanding the
corvette Ltourdie, moored at St. Pierre to keep law and order in the anchorage, heard
gunfire on nineteen March on the Precheur side. He veered his cables at once and
arrived in time to prevent the capture of an Insurgent vessel. It would have been cap-
tured, however, without the Etourdie, although the Precheur Battery fired much.
These shore batteries can harm only those moored under them, and without war-
ships one cannot have his coast respected, nor give it protection.

Mr. De Montbas? chased the English frigate as far as the Grand Bay of Dominica,
after which he returned to take his station in St. Pierre Anchorage, where the Marquis
de Bouillé begged me to keep a frigate at all times. I chose Mr. de Montbas for that
because this officer is very capable of filling the billet, and his corvette is too small for
cruising; there is need of a similar one in Basse Terre anchorage, Guadeloupe.

The English have two ships of the line and six frigates or corvettes.

The Dutch have in these seas three ships of the line and two frigates com-
manded by Admiral Count de Byland. I am [&c.]

The Chevalier De Dampierre

L, FrPNA, Marine B* 140, fol. 38. Notations at the top : “La Protée” ; “M Le Ch®” de Dampierre.”
1. Lieutenant de vaisseau vicomte Duchilleau de la Roche.
2. Lieutenant de vaisseau Gabriel-Francois-Xavier Barthon, Marquis de Montbas.

April 2

ADVERTISEMENT OF THE SALE OF SHIP ROYAL BOUNTY
[ Boston, April 2, 1778]
TO BE SOLD.
At Craft’s Wharf, North-End, BOSTON,
On WEDNESDAY, the 5™ Instant,
At TWELVE o’CLOCK,

THE good Ship ROYAL BOUNTY,' burthen about 360 Tons, more or less, a fast
sailing Ship. Inventory of her Sails and Stores, may be seen at said Wharf, any Time
before the Sale; also sundry spare Blocks, Takels, and a Copper Hearth. Inquire of
DANIEL PARKER, or Capt. JOHN GULIKER.
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Independent Chronicle, and the Universal Advertiser (Boston), 2 Apr. 1778.

1. Ship Royal Bounty, Thomas Compton, master, serving as a cartel vessel carrying American prisoners
from Halifax for exchange at Newport, Rhode Island, was seized by the prisoners on 13 and 14 Jan. 1778
and carried into Marblehead, Mass. For more on her seizure, see NDAR 11: 200, 229, 801-2.

GOVERNOR JONATHAN TRUMBULL OF CONNECTICUT TO CONTINENTAL
MARINE COMMITTEE

Copy— Lebanon [Conn.] 2** April 1778
Gentlemen

I take the liberty of addressing you at this time in commendation of Cap" Seth
Harding of this State, not of myself only, but at the desire of my Council of Safety.

This Gentleman has, from the commencement of the War, been employed in
the Service of this State, as Commander of an Armed Vessel, in which character
he has distinguished himself on several occassions—particularly in the Spring of
1776 in Boston—This Action was particularly gallant, and has seldom been
equalled'—nor perhaps has any one man, during the War, with so small a Com-
mand as a Brig of 16 Guns, taken such a number of Prisoners as he did on that day
only—Want of health has prevented him, during the winter past, from active life,
by which means the Command of two Ships owned by this State has devolved to
his former Lieutenants—

He is now recovered and I would propose him to your Hon"* Board to be ap-
pointed to the command of the Frigate now building at Norwich,? which is so forward
as to require the speedy appointment of a Captain—As much merit and service may
be pleaded in favor of Cap* Harding, as of any Gentleman, and there is no one who
can man the ship more expeditiously than him, from the opinion which the Seamen
in general entertain of him—

I would likewise mention, that of the many appointments in the Navy hitherto, this
State has never nominated one—I am &c &c
JT—1

Copy, CtHi, Jonathan Trumbull Papers. Addressed at foot of first page: “Hon"* Navy-board of the/United
States—Yorktown.”

1. Trumbull refers to the capture in Nantasket Road on 16 June 1776 of the British transports brig
Annabella, ship Lord Howe, and ship George, by the Connecticut Navy brig Defence together with Washington’s
Fleet schooners. See NDAR 5: 618-21.

2. Continental Navy frigate of 36 guns, later named Confederacy.

JOURNAL OF RHODE ISLAND NAVY SCHOONER-RIGGED ARMED GALLEY SPITFIRE,
CAPTAIN JOSEPH CRANDALL

April 1778 Remarks at Tiverton [R.1.]

Thursday 2¢ First part this 24 Hours fine pleasant Weather small wind at SW,
fitted out our barge, with Ten men, Under the Command, of
Lieut. Cartwrig[ht,]' and in Company with a Whale Boat, of Eight
men, under Command of Cap Thomas attempted to De-
stroy a Sloop, on Shore on Rhodeisland? near the enemys fort,’
sat her on fire, Twice, which was put Out by the heavy Rain, at-
tended with Thunder & Lighting
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D, UKLPR, H.C.A. 32/455/1.

1. Lt. Paul Cartwright, second lieutenant of galley Spitfire.

2. That is, the island of Rhode Island, now called Aquidneck.

3. British battery at Bristol Ferry. On 3 Apr. Capt. Frederick Mackenzie noted in his Diary: “The
Rebels with two armed boats, attempted last night to burn the Sloop which was on shore near The
Townpond. They boarded her, but did not succeed. It was a sloop from Swansea, with potatoes, onions,
cider, &c., which was trading with the British Army on the island of Rhode Island.” Mackenzie, Diary 1:
263-64.

RoyAL AMERICAN GAZETTE (NEW YORK), THURSDAY, APRIL 2, 1778

Lieut. Clark in a row-galley, with a party under his command; lately went on a
cruize in the Sound: In Connecticut he set fire to a rebel galley and destroyed several
boats. A party of rebels who assembled to oppose him were drove back with the loss
of five killed and nine wounded.!

Among the prisoners brought in here by Lieut. Clark; is Charles Wright, brother
to that notorious rebel Obadiah Wright, who, since the reduction of Long-Island;
has kept a store at the East-End of it, and is suspected to have carried on a most in-
iquitous trade, by purchasing goods in this city and supplying the rebels with them.
About two months ago said Obadiah Wright went over to the rebels in Connecticut,
with goods and cash, it is said to a large amount.?

1. H.M. armed galley Dependence, Lt. James Clark, commander. According to the master’s log of the
Dependence, it was accompanied on the raid by H.M. armed brig Halifax, Lt. William Quarme, commander,
and two tenders. On 24 Mar. 1778 at 6 A.M., 43 marines and “12 Refugees” from these vessels landed at
Stamford, Conn. UKLPR, Adm. 52/4159. The master’s journal of the Dependence reports that the expedi-
tion burned a “Rebell Galley.” UKLPR, Adm. 52/1694. Neither the log nor the journal mentions a clash
with local militiamen, although the journal reports that the Dependence fired four 24-pounders and four
4-pounders with “round & Grape” shot to “scour the woods before the troops landed” and the log reports
that one of the raiders was killed during their two hours ashore.

2. Obadiah Wright was later found guilty by a Connecticut court of illicitly trading with the British.
Middlebrook, Maritime Connecticut, 2: 94, 238.

JOURNAL OF THE MARYLAND COUNCIL

[ Annapolis] Thursday 2¢ April 1778
Levin Frazer, Joel Higginbottom of the Galley Independence, David Ferguson of
the Galley Congqueror, John Jackson of Dorchester County Nathan S' Clair of Balt®
County and Caleb Healy of Prince Georges County took the Oath of Fidelity and
Support to this State according to the late Act and Certificates given

Journal and Correspondence of the Council of Maryland, 1778-1779, 21: 3.

CAPTAIN JAMES NICHOLSON, CONTINENTAL NAVY, TO
CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE

“Gentlemen, St. Alban’s, April 2, 1778.
“This will inform you of my misfortune in losing the Virginia, at three o’clock in
the morning of the 31* ult. I had weighed from Annapolis at eight the preceding
morning, and had taken the advantage of going down the Bay in company with a
brig which had a pilot on board, supposed to be one of the best in the Bay, to whom
I had agreed to give 100 provided he carried me out clear of the ground. The wind
blew hard at N.W. and in every other respect it was a most favourable time; and altho’
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my tender was absent with 19 hands, I thought it most adviseable to proceed. At the
above mentioned time she struck on the Middle Ground,' and in about an hour and
an half beat over it, with the loss of her rudder, and making as much water as we
could well clear her from with four pumps;? in which case, we thought it was ad-
viseable to come to an anchor until day light, when we found one of the enemy’s
ships about two gunshots off, abreast of us, and another further up the Bay;®> upon
which I hoisted out my barge, and took such of my crew as inclined to run the risque
of getting on shore, viz. 10 including myself, and with the greatest difficulty I got on
Cape Henry, where I waited until 10 o’clock, when I saw the two ships. I immediately
went to Portsmouth, got a boat, and came on board the St. Alban’s with a flag, in
order to procure the parole of my officers, which I expect to accomplish; after which
I shall proceed to Baltimore, and from thence shall immediately wait on Congress.
The Virginia is obliged to be towed, and is not yet got up.* I am [&c.]
JAMES NICHOLSON.”

“The Hon. Marine Committee.”

Pennsylvania Packet or the General Advertiser (Lancaster), 15 Apr. 1778.

1. The “Middle Ground” is a shoal area located at the entrance to Chesapeake Bay.

2. Nicholson meant that the Continental frigate Virginia was taking on water at such a rate that four
pumps were needed to remove it.

3. H.M. frigate Emerald was credited with the capture, but shared prize money with H.M.S. St. Albans,
H.M. frigate Richmond, H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Senegal, and H.M. frigate Ariel, all of which were in
sight of Virginia at the time of its capture. See the Journal of H.M. frigate Emerald, 31 Mar. 1778. NDAR
vol. 11: 848-49.

4. In his memoirs, written many years later, Joshua Barney, who served as a lieutenant on Virginia at
the time of her capture, presented a less flattering portrayal of Nicholson’s actions. Barney wrote: “. . . at
day light we saw three of the Enemy’s Frigates near us, we had passed them; & the loss of our rudder pre-
vented us getting to sea, the moment Capt. Nicholson saw the Enemy he ordered the Barge to be hoisted
out & left us, not waiting to take his papers or even the private Signals with him & in that manner escaped
onshore; so soon as he was gone I ordered the Cable cut, in order to run the Ship on shore at Cape Henry,
which could very easily have been done, the wind being fair, but in this I was overruled by the other Lieut.
& Pilot, who declared we could not approach the land so that all I could say was without effect: the men
gave themselves up, broke open store & slop room got drunk &c & would do nothing. I then cut the Rud-
der away which hung by its ropes & at 10 O’clock the Enemy’s Frigate Emerald Capt. Caldwell came &
took possession of our Ship . . . The next day Capt. Nicholson came on b® in a Flag of Truce to enquire
after his Cloaths, on which occasion I could not help upbraiding him with his conduct in quitting his ship
the first man, who if he had remained onb? there was not the least doubt but we should have ran the
Ship on shore where she might have been destroyed by which means prevented her falling into the ene-
mies hands & saved 300 men from being made prisoners.” Autobiography of Joshua Barney, DNDAR.

5. On 10 Apr., Nicholson’s letter was read in Congress and referred to the Committee of Intelli-
gence. JCC10: 328.

OLIVER POLLOCK TO CONTINENTAL COMMERCE COMMITTEE

Sirs New Orleans 2¢ April 1778—
I'had the Honour of writing you by this Conveyance yesterday since which I have
the Pleasure to Inform you I Receiv’d A letter from Capt™ Calvert in the privateer
Schooner Nam’d the Reprisall, fitted out by me lately, which letter Informs me of A
prize he has made out side of this River, with the following Cargoe on board Viz 48
Slaves 98 Barells of flour 2 Bbls Sugar and 1 Bbl Coffee Arriv’d to A Safe Port,' I have
also the Satisfaction to Acquaint you, that I have Just Receiv’d A letter from Lieu®
Tho* M“Intyre dated the 30" Ult> at Manshack from which place he had Driven off
(some Rangers & Tories) that was lodg’d there, and was then in full possession of
the Place,? which he had made an Offer of to the Spanish Commandant to take in
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Charge till Demanded by you, M“Intyre also writes that he had A large quantity of
Stock Gather’d which he had his men then driving Over to this side. This will prevent
the Enemy having any fresh Provisions should the[y] dare Retake that place from
the present possessors, and be of Infinite Service to us when wanted for the Use of
our Troops and Batoes. This goes by M" George® after the Batoes & Goods I sent yes-
terday and have Given him Orders to hurry down those Batoes here Again should
you not have any demand for them up at the Illinois Country in Order that I may
dispatch them back with more Goods, This I am Oblig’d to do as Chief of the Batoes
belonging to this River is now taken up by diff' People for that Place. Youll no doubt
find the Charges come high on sending up those Goods, but youll please Observe I
have try’d Every method I Could think of to avoid any Extraordinary Charges by
agreeing for the first Boat at so much A Bale, and I thought to lessen that price, by
fitting out the Second my self But notwithstanding all my Oeconomy I find my Error
and for the future if possible agree by the Bale or W* for which the Customary prices
is D™ 25 3 500 Ib which they Esteem to be [equal to a]* french Hhd delivered at the
Spanish Fort in the Illinois Country As Mon" Pouree® the Patroon and Commander
of the Two Batoes is the person [who]® freighted me the first @ month till his Return
which may perhaps Appear high to you yet he is well worth the money as he is A man
of property & Character which will have A Great Charge & trouble for his wages.
And I make no doubt will do his Duty. I have Given Orders that in Case they Should
meet any of your Troops to Supply them with what any of the Commanding Officers
may want I have the Honour to be [&c.]
OI" Pollock

L, DNA, PCC, item 50, pp. 225-27 (M247, roll 64). Addressed below signature: “The Hon" Robert Mor-
ris/William Smith &/Henry Laurens Esq™.”

1. For more on the seizure of the schooner Dispatch by the privateer schooner Reprisal, Joseph Calvert,
commanding, see David Ross and Company to Gov. Don Bernardo de Galvez, 11 Apr., below.

2. For more on the recapture of Manchac by Lt. Thomas McIntire, see Galvez to Don Antonio Bu-
careli y Ursua, 24 Mar. 1778. NDAR 11: 777-80.

3. For more on Lt. Robert George’s mission, see Pollock to the Continental Commerce Committee,
1 Apr., above.

4. In a letter book copy of this letter in PCC, “equal to a” was written at this point. DNA, PCC, item
50, pp. 66-67 (M247, roll 64).

5. That is, Eugene Pourée.
6. Taken from the letter book copy in DNA, PCC, item 50, pp. 66-67 (M247, roll 64).

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE GLASGOW, CAPTAIN THOMAS PASLEY

Ap' 1778 The West Caucos ESE 6 Leagues'
Thurs’ 2 Fresh Breezes and fair. At 7 (AM) saw a Sail to the S°w® Gave
Chace, At 9 Fired 2 Shot & bro* her too, Proves a Snow from
Cape ffrancoise to America. Took possession of the Prize.?
Ditto SEBE % E 7 Leagues
Moderate Breezes and fair, Made & Shortned Sail occasionally

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/399.

1. That is, West Caicos I.

2. Snow Renaud, carrying a cargo of salt and wine. “A List of Vessels taken by His Majestys Squadron
under the Command of Sir Peter Parker at Jamaica between the 3d March and the 21st June 1778,”
UKLPR, Adm. 1/240. In his private journal, Pasley wrote that Renaud’s papers had it bound for Bordeaux,
France, but that the “Cargo being suspitious,” Pasley had it closely examined and discovered a quantity
of salt, which convinced him it was headed to America. Three seamen, who had been “badly used by the
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Master,” confirmed Pasley’s suspicions, whereupon the captain, saying his crew had “sold him,” confessed
it was bound for the United States. Pasley adds: “The Captain so readily confessing was a fortunate cir-
cumstance, as it is my opinion that the bare affirmation of the three Sailors. . . would not have condemned
her.” Pasley, Private Sea_Journals, pp. 21-22.

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE NIGER, CAPTAIN ROBERT LAMBERT

[April 1778] Point Massquesea ESE Dist 4 or 5 Leag®

Thursday 2" Mod" Breezes & fair W* at % past 12 [a.m.] made Sail & Gave
Chace to a Sloop to Windw® At %% past 2 Tender & 2 Prizes' in
Comp* at 4 Saw 2 Tenders to Windw® At %6 past 5 the Southamp-
tons Tender? brought too our Chace D* Hoisted our Colours &
fired a Gun to Leeward at % before 6 fired another Gun to Lew®
the Tender not takeing notice of it Fired a 12 Shot at them %
past 6 fired another 12™ Shot at them, But they still took no no-
tice of it D> Bore away® AM D W* Tender & Prizes in Company
D Read the Articles of War & Abstract to the Ships Comp*

Isabella Bay* SBW dist. 2 or 3 Miles

Do W= [p.m.] Sent on board the Tender 3 more hands & Victualles
the same for 4 days at 4 Mounti Christi at %% past 4 Parted Company
with our Tender who stood on the Wind to the Eastw® d° made
Sail & Edg® away to go in our Prizes at Sun set Mounti Christi WSW

dist 4 or 5 Leag* Opened Cask of Pork Cont# 308 »* Short 4 P
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/637.

1. One tender was possibly Vixen; the schooners were Angelina and Adventure. On the capture of these
schooners, see Journal of H.M. frigate Niger, 1 Apr., above. The second tender was a sloop formerly called
Washington, which was captured on 28 March. See Journal of H.M. frigate Niger, 28 Mar. 1778, NDAR 11:
825.

2. Probably H.M. frigate Southampton’s tender Vixen.

3. Both H.M. frigate Nigerand H.M. frigate Southampton were credited with capture of the prize, sloop
“In’s Milsey,” master unknown, carrying a cargo of tobacco, wooden staves, and corn. “A List of Vessels
taken by His Majestys Squadron under the Command of Sir Peter Parker at Jamaica between the 3d March
and the 21st June 1778,” UKLPR, Adm. 1/240.

4. The bay under Cabo Isabela, Spanish Santo Domingo.

JOURNAL OF H.M.BRIG-RIGGED SLOOP-OF-WAR BADGER, LIEUTENANT MICHAEL JOHN

EVERITT
April 1778 Mounte Christ' [SSE] 5 or 6 Leagues.
Thursday 2¢ 5 AM saw a Sail in y* SW Quart" Gave Chace His Maj* Ship Stork

in Sight

Mounte Christe E' 4 or 5 Leagues
[at] Noon fir'd 8: 4 Pound” Round Shot & 4: 4 Pound: Round &
Grape, Bro® her [too] she proved to be a Sloop from Cape Fran-
cois Bound to Boston, sent an Officer & Boat & took Possession
of her.? His Maj* Ship Stork in Sight.”
PM Lay too, His Majestys Ship Stork in Company, 2 Sent the
Prize [to] Jamaica, Mod" and Clear Weath" 4 Made Sail His
Majestys Ship Stork in Comp* %2 past 6 Mounte Christ S%W 5 or
6 Leagues,

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/78.
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1. Monte Cristi, Spanish Santo Domingo.

2. Sloop Nancy, James Howland, master, 70 ton burthen, on a voyage from Cape Francois to Dart-
mouth, Mass., with a cargo of molasses and rum. “A List of Vessels taken by His Majestys Squadron
under the Command of Sir Peter Parker at Jamaica between the 3d March and the 21st June 1778,”
UKLPR, Adm. 1/240.

3. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Stork, Lt. Francis L’Montais, commander.

April 3

JOHN GALLARD TO CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD OF THE EASTERN DEPARTMENT

To the Naval Continental Committee, to be held in Providence, April 3.
1778.
John Gallard Mariner humbly sheweth.

That at Providence in the Year 1776, he engaged to go on Board the Continental
Ship Columbus, and for that Purpose he proceeded to Philadelphia, and there entered
accordingly.! He then proceeded in her to New-Providence and after the Accomplish-
ment of the Business of the Fleet there,? afterwards in attempting to go into Rhode-
Island he lost his left Arm in an Engagement with the Glasgow Ship of War.? He
received on Account of his Service his full Wages but no Prize Money except Twenty
Dollars, and Nothing on Account of the Loss of his Arm or his Pain, Misery, and Dam-
ages occasioned thereby. He then proceeded to Philadelphia by Land, and entered
on Board the Continental Sloop Sachem, James Robinson Esq. Commander, about the
25" Day of March 1777. as Boatswain—On the 5" Day of April the Sachem was taken
by an English Ship of War,* and the Petitioner made Prisoner; in which Condition he
remained 11 Months and 5 Days, until he was relieved by a Cartel at Newport.

Now he requests that Order may be made for full Compensation to him for the
Loss of his Arm, agreeable to the Resolution of Congress in that Behalf, and the Ar-
ticles by him signed, with Such further Sum as may be judged reasonable for his Pain
Misery, and extraordinary Expences in this dreadful Matter;® and that he may be or-
dered to receive his whole Prize Money due on Account of his whole Service, and
his Wages from the Time of his Entry on Board the Sachem for one whole Year, for
which Time he engaged at 15 Dollars a Month, Eleven Months and 5 Day having ac-
tually expired at the Time of his Release from the Prison Ship at Newport.

John Gallard
D, RNHi, William Vernon Papers.

1. According to the muster roll of the Continental Navy ship Columbus, Gallard entered as a seaman
on 1 Jan. 1776 and was wounded in the action with Glasgow and left at New London to recover. NDAR 7:
147. His bill for board while recuperating at New London is in NDAR 5: 913.

2. For more on the first New Providence Expedition commanded by Commo. Esek Hopkins, see
NDAR 4: 133-34, 225, 461-64.

3. For accounts of the action with H.M. frigate Glasgow on 6 Apr. 1776, see NDAR 4: 679-81. Commo.
Esek Hopkins’s letter of 9 Apr. reported Columbus had one man who lost an arm in the engagement.
NDAR 4: 735-36. The commander of Columbus, Capt. Abraham Whipple, in his account of 30 Apr. does
not mention any casualties. NDAR 4: 1328-29.

4. Continental Navy sloop Sachem was captured by H.M. frigate Perseus on 5 Apr. 1777 near Cape Hen-
lopen. NDAR 8: 277-78.

5. On 5 Apr. 1778 Capt. Abraham Whipple certified that Gallard, while serving as quarter gunner on
Columbus, had lost his left arm in the action with H.M. frigate Glasgow. He added that Gallard had in “every

way approved himself a good, faithful and expert Gunner” and “acted with proper & becoming resolution,
on all Occasions.” RNHi, William Vernon Papers.
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JOURNAL OF THE CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY

At a meeting of the Governor and Council of Safety holden at Lebanon on the 3d
day of April, A. D. 1778.

Voted, That Capt. Richard Dickinson’s' account incurr’d for services &c. for brig
Minerva, an arm’d vessell belonging to this State lately under the command of Capt.
Giles Hall, be referr’d to the Committee of Pay-Table for settlement and to draw on
the Treasurer for the ballance.

His Excellency the Governor is desired to write our Delegates in Congress rela-
tive to Bushnell’s Machine,? and desire them to lay the same before Congress &c.
&c.

On motion by Ezekiel Williams, Esq", Deputy Commissary General of Prisoners
in this State, for liberty and authority to have and obtain a guard over the prisoners
of the United States about to be confined on board a prison [ship] now fitted at
New London and ready to receive the prisoners on board agreeable to the orders
of Congress: Resolved, that he, said commissary, be supplied and furnished with a
guard to consist of one lieutenant, one sergeant, one corporal and twenty privates,
for the purpose of guarding the prisoners and to be under the direction of said
commissary at the expence of the United States. And in case the said men cannot
be otherwise obtained, the said commissary is to make application to Samuel Ab-
bott, Esq", colonel of the 20™ regiment of militia of this State, who is hereby ordered
and directed, if need be, to order a detachment of as many men out of his said reg-
iment as shall be wanting and necessary to compleat said number for the purpose
aforesaid.

Hoadly, ed., Public Records of the State of Connecticut, 1: 579-80.

1. Probably pilot of the brigantine Minerva whose name appears as Richard Dickerson on its
muster roll, dated 25 Jan. 1776. Middlebrook, Maritime Connecticut, 1: 25-27.

2. This refers either to David Bushnell’s submarine Turtle, which was built in 1776, or to his floating

explosive kegs or mines with tripping mechanisms. For more on Turtle, see NDAR 6: 1499-1511 and on
kegs or mines, see NDAR 6: 1507; 11: 43, 76-78, 597-9.

CAPTAIN HOYSTEED HACKER, CONTINENTAL NAVY, TO WILLIAM VERNON

Sir, Naraganset [R.I.] 3% April 1778

I have rec® yours 2* Ins*— have got Chief of the Stores & sav’d from the Shore.

The best Conveniency we have for storing them, is a Corn Cribb, No way secure
from the Weather. The sooner they are remov’d the better.

The day after the Enemy set fire to the Ship,'! Came on a Strong Gale, which
parted her into four pieces. As soon as the Gale abated, we got to work upon her
and Set the parts on fire, the more readily to Come at the Iron, of which we sav’d as
near as can be estimated, betwixt four & Six Tons.

We have sav’d all our Sails, Cables, Guns, Powder, Small Arms &“— The Anchors
lay in such a manner, as to render it extreemly difficult, if not impracticable, to get
them a shore ‘till Warm Weather.

I have discharg’d all the people, but Eight, reserving them to row the Barge to
whatever place she may be Order’d, to dry the Sails, or whatever may be most nec-
essary, [ am Sir [&c.]

Hoysteed Hacker
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L, RNHi, William Vernon Papers. Addressed at foot: “William Vernon Esq*” Hacker commanded Conti-
nental Navy ship Columbus.

1. Continental Navy ship Columbus, which on 28 Mar. ran aground and bilged on Narragansett Beach.
It was subsequently set on fire by boats from H.M. frigate Maidstone and H.M. frigate Sphynx. See NDAR
11: 812-18.

CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO JOHN LANGDON

Sir [ York, Pa.] April 3% 1778

We have received your Letter of the 3% of March, and must confess that it gives
us great concern that you should have been thrown into so disagreeable a Situation
for want of a proper supply of Money.' So great and so frequent have been the de-
mands on the Treasury for that necessary article that it hath been out of our power
to furnish the Navy Board agreeable to our wishes.? It is on this account principally
that we have wrote to them directing them to stop the building of the seventy four
gun Ship at Portsmouth.? You will drop the building of her for the present & take
proper measures for securing and seasoning the Timber provided for her. We shall
procure an order on the Treasury or a Warrant on the Loan Offices eastward if pos-
sible to enable them to supply you with some money; hereafter when the great de-
partments of the Army shall have been supplied therewith, we will endeavour at the
payment of all our debts, and don’t doubt but that we shall be able to accomplish it,
in the mean time you must make your self and your Creditors as easy as possible. We
are satisfied with your conduct and believe that the Building of the Ships at
Portsmouth* hath been conducted with as much Oeconomy and advantage to the
Continent as in any of the united States.—

The Navy Board at Boston are empowered to settle all Marine Accounts in their
Department—the Commercial Accounts must be transmitted for settlement to the
Committee of Commerce. We are with respect [&c.]

LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fol. 136 (M332, roll 6). Addressed at opening: “John

o

Langdon Esq".

1. Langdon’s letter of 3 Mar. was addressed to the President of Congress, who was Henry Laurens.
NDAR 11: 494-95.

2. Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept.

3. The order that construction be halted on America is in the Continental Marine Committee’s letter
to the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept., 6 Apr., below.

4. Continental Navy frigate Raleigh and ship Ranger.

JOURNAL OF THE MARYLAND COUNCIL

[Annapolis] Friday 3¢ April 1778
Commission of a Letter of Marque & Reprisal issued to Henry Geddes Master
of the Sloop Rising Sun mounting 2 Car. Guns & 4 Carbines navigated by 8 Men Be-
longing to Archibald Buchanan & C° Balt. Town dated 20 Oct* 1777

Journal and Correspondence of the Council of Maryland, 1778-1779, 21: 6.

CAPTAIN BENJAMIN CALDWELL, R.N., TO VICE ADMIRAL VISCOUNT HOWE

My Lord Emerald. Off Willoby’s Point,' 3d April 1778.
I have the honour to acquaint Your Lordship, of our having taking the Rebel
Frigate Virginia, of thirty Guns and one hundred and Fifty Nine Men, (there was
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many more Men belonging to Her, but some were Sick on Shore, and others left be-
hind,) She Sailed from Annopolis, at 9am the 30™ of March, with a strong Notherly
Wind, and in the Night to avoid us, got upon the Middle Ground Shoal, and knocked
Her Rudder of[f], and beat into deep Water, and then Anchored; and we took Her
in the Morning without opposition.— We were then lying between the Horse Shoe
Shoal, and the Middle Ground.— She was going upon a Cruise.
The Captain? got on Shore, which was not in my power to prevent, as it blew
hard, and a large Sea.
Inclosed is an Account of the officers and Men.?
The Ship is very well as a Frigate, Sails fast, and well found in every thing but
Cables.* I have the Honour to be [&c.]
B.C.
LB, UKGrNMM, Benjamin Caldwell Papers, CAL/110, Letter Book (May 1776-June 1779), p. 19. Ad-
dressed at the bottom “To/The Viscount/Howe.”
1. That is, Willoughby Point, Va.
2. Capt. James Nicholson, Continental Navy.
3. Enclosure not found.
4. Virginia was later purchased from a representative of its captors for £4,523 by the British Naval
Storekeeper at New York and brought into service on 1 June 1778 as H.M. frigate Virginia. UKLPR, Adm.
17/220; Adm. 51/1027, part 3, fol. 2.

“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM A GENTLEMAN ON BOARD THE EMERALD, DATED VIRGINIA, APRIL 3.”

“I have the pleasure to acquaint you of our taking the Rebel frigate Virginia
(Congress ship) of 30 guns, and 159 men;' she had a number more men belonging
to her, but many were sick and left on shore. We have been a faithful watch upon
her for 14 months, and almost despaired of having an opportunity of taking her, as
she generally was under the protection of batteries. On the 20" of Jan. she had got
down the bay, within a few miles of the Capes, when we gave chace; the wind came
from the sea, and we had a fair chace after her for 21 hours, when she got up to Bal-
timore. She sails extremely well, was clean, and we were 26 months foul, or think
then we should have taken her. On the 30™ of March she took the opportunity of a
strong northerly wind, and made another attempt to get to sea; but in the night, in
order to avoid us as we lay at anchor within and between the Capes, she got entangled
with a shoal or bank of land, struck upon it, and was obliged to anchor, when we
took her without opposition.

“The only merit in taking of her is, that it will save the merchants some thou-
sands of pounds, but more particularly those that insure for though her reign might
not have been long, yet long enough to do much mischief. I send you a list of prizes
made here from December, by which you will perceive we have been attentive to the
Frenchmen: Monsieurs share part of the losses of this war, and we get something.
Upon my word the fatigue is great here, lying at anchor almost in the open sea, and
that during the winter months; from the 28™ of last month in the evening, to the
taking the Virginia the 31* in the morning, was one constant storm, and the sea some-
times went over us, but spirit and good ships will do any thing. This ship has taken
since February 1777, 43 sail, great and small.”

The following is a list of French vessels, and others, taken by the Virginia
squadron, from December 28, 1777, to the 31* of March, 1778:—Auc-en-Ciel, with bale
goods and sundries, taken by the St. Albans, and destroyed,? Le Courier de Miquilon,
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with molasses and rum, taken by the Emerald.® Alexandrine, with tobacco, by the Emer-
ald.* Dragon, with tobacco, by the Emerald.® L’Elegante, with tobacco, by the Richmond
and Emerald.® A brig, name not known, with bale goods, wine, and sugar, by the St.
Albans, and destroyed.” Marianne, with bale goods and cordage, by the Otter’s tender.
Le Hardy, by the Otter's tender.? Fortune, with rum and sugar, by the St. Albans and
Otter."® Viscomte de Veaux, of 26 guns, with bale goods and sundries, by the Solebay, St.
Alban’s, and Senegal; she had another name when she left France.!' Le Tonnerre, of 20
guns, with bale goods and cordage, taken by the Senegal, and destroyed.'? Le Hector,
of 16 guns, with bale goods and salt, by the Richmond and Senegal,"® Jean Andria, of 12
guns, with bale goods and cordage, by the St. Albans.'* Three Frenchmen, taken by
the Pheenix, and sent into New York, their names not yet known.'> Good Hope, a Dane,
with salt by the Richmond."® Louisa Udrique, a Swede, with brass cannon, by the Sene-
gal."" Virginian frigate, of 30 guns and 159 men, belonging to the Congress, by the
Emerald; besides one tobacco ship belonging to the Congress,'® and 20 small Ameri-
can vessels. In the Viscomte de Veaux was a French Viscount, an Officer in the French
service, coming to America, to have the rank of Major-general."

The London Chronicle, 46 June 1778.

1. For more on the capture of Continental frigate Virginia, Capt. James Nicholson, commander, by
H.M. frigate Emerald, Capt. Benjamin Caldwell, commander, see Nicholson to the Continental Marine
Committee, 2 Apr., above.

2. See NDAR 10: 705.

3. See ibid., 819n.

4. See NDAR 11: 23-24.

5. See ibid., 30.

6. See ibid., 47-48.

7. This brig was Petit Camarade, M. Sylverieux, master. On its capture by H.M.S. St. Albans, Capt.
Richard Onslow, commander, see NDAR 11: 304.

8. The tender of H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Otter was the brig Dunmore, Lt. John Wright, com-
mander. According to a report published in an extraordinary issue of The New-York Gazette and the Weekly
Mercury, 8 Apr. 1778, the “Mariann” was a brig.

9. Probably sloop Le Hardy/Hardie, Ignace Moreau, master. It was on a voyage from Guadeloupe to
Virginia, loaded with camp equipage, wine, and dry goods. UKLPR, HCA 32/348/5; HCA 49/92/23; The
New-York Gazette and the Weekly Mercury, 2 Feb. 1778.

10. See NDAR11: 237.

11. On the capture of ship Vicomte de Veaux, formerly Anonyme, see ibid., 415, 430.

12. See ibid., 620-21.

13. See ibid., 631-32.

14. On the capture of ship Jean André, Guillaume Couronnet, master, see ibid., 621.

15. One prize sent into New York by H.M. frigate Phoenix, Capt. Hyde Parker, Jr., commander, during
the period 27 Dec. 1777 to 31 Mar. 1778 was brig Genevieve, Pierre Tournet, master. NDAR 11: 59. There
is no mention of the other vessels in the Vice Admiralty Court of New York’s records or in the Journal of
H.M. frigate Phoenix.

16. See NDAR 11: 468.

17. See ibid., 689.

18. The writer undoubtedly referred to the Maryland State trading ship Lydia, Ignatius Fenwick, mas-
ter, which was captured by H.M. frigate Richmond and H.M. frigate Solebay. See NDAR 11: 311.

19. In a letter to Philip Stephens of 16 Mar. 1778, Vice Adm. Viscount Howe identified this French
nobleman as “Vicomte de Sabron.” NDAR 11: 658.

JonN S. Cripps & MEY TO PRESIDENT OF MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR

Charles town S° Carolina 3¢ April 1778
Sir
Capt™ L Turner of your ship Adams' arrived safe here the 21* past & delivered
us your respected Letter dated the 25" Feb*,>we learn thereby that you had received
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Copy of our letter respecting the pliarne’ & that some of the accounts mentioned to
be inclosed, were by error left out, this circumstance we are sorry for & shall remedy
it in a few days by sending them, as this oppt* does not give us time, Permit us to as-
sure you that the large disbursements for that Ship gave us much uneasiness but you
may depend that we did all that we could to curtail the heavy expences attending a
vessell in her Situation & should be exceedingly sorry to meet another under the
like inconveniences as the Charges on Shipping at present are in-Conceivable, every
tradesman making the most extravagant demands for their Labour, owing partly to
the high price of Materials & Provisions, & there being no resource—Sailors are
grown so wanton, that they are not [worth] what they ask £18 Stg # month & a priv-
ilidge is currently given, and by some £45 Stg pay" in france for the run to there—

The Adams has now 300 bbls of Rice on board & the whole of her Cargo ready
in Store We imagined she would have been ready sooner than she was to take in,
but the weather prevented it, no endeavours of ours will be wanting to dispatch her
& we have taken care as to the quality of the Rice—No appearance as yet of the Brig™
you mention wish she may not have fallen into the hands of the Enemy—

The Certificates we received after keeping them for some time we passd at the
rate of dollar for dollar without the benefit of the Interest thereon Since that time
they have been disposed Of here at a discount of 5 § Ct—The bill received on the
Clothier General we likewise passed, happening to meet with A Gentleman travelling
your way, in General no bills on your quarters are Negociable without a considerable
discount, but we shall always try hard to Avoid it—We truly lament the unfortunate
death of M" Pliarne,* the news of which came quite unexpected & cannot but be sin-
cerely lamented by all his Acquaintence—We shall do ourselves the pleasure to write
you again in a few days in the Interim We have the honour to be [&c.]

John S Cripps & Mey

L, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 153 (Board of War Letters, 1777-1780), pp. 60-61a. Addressed
on cover: “To/Samuel Php* Savage Esq'/President of the Board of War/Boston/ fav? by M" Russell.” Ad-
dressed before opening: “Samuel Phps Savage Esq'/President of the board of War Boston.” Docketed:
“Lett" from Cripps & Mey/S> Carolina/April 3¢ 1778—/rec’d June 11" 1778.” Mey, whose full name was
Florian Charles Mey, was a partner in the merchant firm of John S. Cripps & Mey.

1. Massachusetts State trading ship Adams, Luther Turner, master.

2. Letter not found. See Massachusetts Board of War to Morris, Pliarne, Penet & Co., 25 Feb. 1778,
for instructions on Adams’s return cargo from France. NDAR 11: 426.

3. Massachusetts State trading vessel Pliarne, Samuel Green, master. Pliarnewas captured on 14 Sept.
1777 by H.M. frigate Brune on a voyage from Charleston, S.C., to Nantes, loaded with rice. NDAR 9: 927.

4. Emmanuel de Pliarne, a principal in the French merchant firm Pliarne, Penet & Cie. For more on
his death, see Benjamin Franklin Papers 25: 489-90 and n.

MINUTES OF THE GEORGIA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

[Savannah)
Friday April 3" 1778

ORDERED That Sheraud de Longig be appointed Second Lieutenant of the Con-
gress Galley there being a Vacancy of the said place and that this resolve Serve as a
Commission for the present. . .

The Board taking into Consideration the Situation of the Gallies' and the bad
provision of pay and necessaries that has hither to been made for them—A question
was propounded “Upon what establishment are the said Gallies and to whose au-
thority are they Subject.”

IT WAS RESOLVED. First.— That the said Gallies were originally undertaken and
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intended to be kept up on the establishment of this State for the express purpose of
protecting and defending the Rivers inlets and Plantations within the Same. Sec-
ondly. That afterwards Congress for a variety of reasons adopted them upon the Con-
tinental Establishment but did not in the least vary or alter the Intention or design
of the said original undertaking, and therefore in the opinion of Council they must
be Considered as a General Charge for a particular purpose—Consequently they
ought to be directed in their operations by those for whose benefit they were raised,
to wit—the Inhabitants of this State. Under this view and more especially as the Com-
modore and all the Officers of the said Gallies hold their appointments, and are re-
movable, by this State the Council are clearly of opinion that altho’ the whole charge
of the said Gallies will go as a part of the quota of this State to the General cause, yet
that the Commodore and all the other Officers of the said Gallies are absolutely Sub-
ject to the orders of the Executive authority of this State and not to those of any Con-
tinental Officer whatsoever of the Land forces within the same.

ORDERED That a copy of the foregoing resolution be delivered to Commodore
Bowen? and that he be required to issue the Same out in orders to the Captains or
other Commanding Officers of the Several Gallies under him and if the said Com-
modore or any of the said Officers have any objection to the said resolution they are
immediately to make the same known to this Board.

RESOLVED That Thomas Ross Esquire as heretofore act as pay-master to the Of-
ficers and men belonging to the said Gallies and that he be directed from time to
time as the pay Rolls shall be delivered in to him, after being duly examined by the
Navy Board to apply to the Governor® for a draft upon the Treasury for money to an-
swer the Same—And that the Treasurers charge the money paid for the use of the
said Gallies to the Debit of, or as a Loan to the Continent

ORDERED That Commodore Bowen make a monthly return to the Governor of
the Stations and Conditions of the Gallies under his Command also of the numbers
of Men, and vacancies of the Officers to them respectively belonging And that he
also from time make application to the Governor for what shall be wanting for the
said Gallies and which the Navy board Shall not furnish And that he in every respect
use his utmost endeavors to put the said Gallies upon the most respectable footing—
And whereas it is evident that men will not be induced to enlist on board the said
Gallies for the small wages which are at present allowed them and it is equally evident
that the Safety of the State at this particular and alarming juncture will be in great
measure dependent on the said Gallies And those reasons against enlisting men for
the Land Service for a Shorter time than during the War do not hold in regard to
the Sea Service Itis Therefore Ordered that in future and until the house of Assem-
bly or this Board shall make further order to the contrary all and every able bodied
man who shall be fit for the Gally Service and who shall inlist in the same shall over
and above all former allowances be entitled to a bounty as herein after mentioned.

IfforSixmonths............... ... .. ... ...... ... £5
IfforoneyearL........ .. ... ... .. ... ......... 10
IfduringtheWar.......... ... ... ... ... ... ... 20

Revolutionary Records of Georgia 2: 68-70.
1. Georgia Navy galleys Bulloch, Congress, Lee, and Washington.
2. Commo. Oliver Bowen.
3. John Houstoun.
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JAMES WARREN TO WILLIAM VERNON

Dear Sir Boston April 4™ 1778

I have received yours of Yesterday by Cap" Prince' I am very Sorry that there
has any disadvantage arisen to the Service by the Men going off from the Warren
without their pay, with regard to them Individually it is of little Consequence
Since it is Intirely owing to their own Impatience, those that tarried a few days
were Satisfied according to their wishes, Nothing but the Weather & a little touch
of the Gout prevented my being here several days Sooner than I was, and you
know it is an Old [maxi]m there is no help for Sickness, I will take care to have
the people Satisfied as soon as possible, I have this day wrote to Cap' Deshon?®
Expressing my Surprize at the Conduct of the Governor & Council of Connecti-
cutt,? if they have any new powers for this purpose I think such Conduct implys
[a] reflection on us, especially as Congress have given [us no] notice of them, if
they have not they certainly interf[ere] with a department they have no business
with, [in the] first case I should like M" Deshon should leave them [ 0] themselves,
in the other Case I hope & don’t doubt he [will act] with Spirit & let them know
they have Nothing to do with the Ship, & Insist on the New Captain & his Crew
leaving her but this I submit to your better Judgment, with regard to the duck at
N London it Seems to me it had better be Secured for notwithstanding the War-
ren* has brought in a quantity You know we want a great deal, & the Price is not
exorbitant as times go, The Warren must have Several new sails having Suffered
much in some of her Material Ones, but you will think of it and do as you think
best, I very much Approve of your sending the Providence directly on her intended
Cruise to France for the reasons you mention,” but I believe it will not be proper
to Intrust any Packages by her Unless it be one of news papers, which I will for-
ward in Season, The Blanketts are obtained & will be ready for the first Opper-
tunity the beginning of the Week, sooner they could not be had, What
expectations are we to entertain of Cannon for M* Cushings Ship,°® it will be a
Misfortune if she waits for us after hurrying him, What have you determined to
do with the remainder of the pig Iron, but two loads are yet arrived, I look every
Minute for the remainder weighed off, those Teams may carry up the Blanketts
do you propose to send your Scales & Beam down Can you make no use of the
Fire ships at Providence, I have this afternoon agreed with M" Babcock” for the
Syrens® Iron hearth at £12 P—C* he assures me it is almost as good as new, you
will please to Enquire into the quality & take it away to Norwich or send it here
as soon as possible the order is Inclosed. I Lament the loss of the Columbus® it
seems she took a poor time & was in some respects not well Conducted I fear it
will Encourage their Vigilence I wish the Providence well Clear of them, but I have
my fears about her. We have no kind of News foreign or domestick, if any thing
Occurs shall write you again immediatly, I wish you had returned and gone thro’
the Small pox which is very light, & by that means got Clear of any future Appre-
hensions, I am sure I heartily wish both for the Company & assistance of one of
you at least I am Sincerely [&c.]

J Warren
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We have failed of the Iron
hearth at Salem & I do not know
at present where we are to get
one for the Ship at Salisbury &
have not more than 20 tuns of
ballast engaged for her'

L, RNHi, William Vernon Papers. Addressed at foot of first page: “Hon"* Will™ Vernon Esq".” Addressed
on cover: “Honb" William Vernon/Providence.”

1. Probably Job Prince, Jr., merchant at Boston.

2. John Deshon, member of the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept. This letter has not
been found.

3. Gov. Jonathan Trumbull and the Connecticut Council of Safety on 25 Feb. ordered Capt. John
Cotton of Middletown, Conn., to take charge of getting the Continental Navy frigate Trumbull over the
Saybrook Bar at the mouth of the Connecticut River. Capt. Dudley Saltonstall, commander of the frigate,
and his crew were “requested, ordered and directed” to assist Cotton in this task. See NDAR 11: 426-27.

4. Continental Navy frigate Warren, Capt. John Burroughs Hopkins, commander.

5. Continental Navy frigate Providence, Capt. Abraham Whipple, commander.

6. Continental Navy frigate building at Salisbury, Mass., later named Alliance. Thomas Cushing su-
pervised its construction.

7. Probably Adam Babcock, merchant at Boston.

8. H.M. frigate Syren, which was wrecked on Point Judith, R.I., on 7 Nov. 1777. See NDAR 10: 427-29.

9. Continental Navy ship Columbus, Capt. Hoysteed Hacker, commander. Columbus ran aground and
bilged in the Narragansett Passage on 28 Mar. while trying to get to sea from Providence. See NDAR 11:
812-18.

10. Continental Navy frigate later named Alliance.

RIVINGTON’S THE RovAL GAZETTE (NEW YORK), SATURDAY, APRIL 4, 1778

The Hotham armed sloop' has, in the course of six days, taken five prizes, three
of them laden with tobacco, a fourth with flour and tobacco, and the fifth with lum-
ber, sugar, &c. &c. These were a fleet, consisting of seven vessels, two of which were
armed as convoy to the rest. When the Hotham fell in with the above, the convoy
rowed off so precipitately as to elude the utmost endeavours used to come up with
them. They were bound for Boston and the West-Indies.?

1. Sloop tender Hotham, tender to H.M. frigate Preston.

2. In Howe’s Prize List of 30 Oct. 1778, four of the prizes are listed and credited to H.M.S. Preston,
Capt. Samuel Uppleby, commander. The four prizes were: sloop Endeavour, Samuel McLennan, master;
sloop Adventure, Robert Richardson, master; sloop Peggy, Jean Forest, master; and schooner Polly, Augustin
Blanchard, master. All were listed as captured on 28 Mar. UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 484-90; H.C.A.
32/320/6, 32/262/7, 32/418/26, 32/424/8. The New-York Gazette: and the Weekly Mercury reported on 6
Apr. that the captured ships were out of Chincoteague, Va., that three of them had arrived at New York,
and that the other two were “hourly expected.” On 13 Apr., the same newspaper reported that one of
Hotham’s prizes had been “ordered to the Chesapeak.”

JOURNAL OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS

[ York, Pa.] Saturday, April 4, 1778
The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report; Whereupon,
Ordered, That a warrant issue on Nathaniel Appleton, Esq. commissioner of the
continental loan office in the State of Massachusetts bay, in favour of the Marine
Committee, for 40,000 dollars; one other warrant in their favour for 30,000, dollars,



James Rivington
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on John Lawrence, Esq. commissioner of the continental loan office in the State of
Connecticut; and one other warrant for 30,000 dollars in their favour, on Nicholas
Gilman, Esq. commissioner of the continental loan office in the State of New Hamp-
shire; for which sums the said Marine Committee is to be accountable, the same
being advanced on their application for the use of the navy board in the eastern
department.

JCC10: 308-9.

BRIGADIER GENERAL WILLIAM SMALLWOOD, CONTINENTAL ARMY, TO WILLIAM AUGUSTUS
ATLEE

Dear Sir. Wilmington. [Del.] April 4. 1778

By Capts. Norwood,' I send you thirty five prisoners of war agreeable to the list
below, all British seamen and officers. You wrote me the jails were full, but I have no
other expedient but to forward them to your care, as it would be precarious to keep
them at this post or in this Government. I hope you will supply the party with provi-
sion for their return, and give Capt. Norwood all the dispatch in your power, which
will much oblige, Your obedient [&c.]

W. Smallwood.

1. Hugh Congleton, 3¢ Lieutenant 8. Thomas Benney, Marine.
Of the Roebuck.? 9. Thomas Smith, Marine
2. James Donavin, Mate of 10. William Chritic, Sailor
the Schooner Reed.? 11. John Fowler, do. Roebuck.
3. Samuel Wischam, mate of 12. Thomas Maloney, do
the same schooner. 13. Richard George, do
4. Windsor Donavin, 2¢ mate 14. George Lacho, do
of the same schooner. 15. William Ketterick, do
5. Thomas Soltar, Sailor 16. Walter Williamson, do
6. Thomas Pusey, Marine 17. Walter Guthridge, do
7. Thomas Lowe, Marine 18. Thomas Whitten, do

19. James Watkins, do
20. Thomas Brown, do
21. Edward Hongchurch. Sailor of the Schooner.*

22. William Sprackett, do

23. Francis Carroll, do

24. John Mitchell, dodied at Lancaster. 26" April, 1778.°
25. Joseph King, do

26. James Hamilton, do

27. John Richards, do

28. Richard Pierce, returned, being a soldier Col. Green’s regiment®
29. Benjamin Bearnes, Sailor

30. Dennis Coakley, do

31. Peter Adick, do

32. Peter Johnson, do

33. Charles Branson, do

34. John Thomas, Marine

35. Charles Kelley, Sailor
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Tr, DLC, Peter Force Transcripts, Miscellaneous Letters A-B. Notation at top of transcript: “4866/Gen.
Smallwood/to William Atlee.” Notation at foot of page: “W. Atlee, Esq.” Atlee was Deputy Commissary
General of Prisoners.

1. Capt. Edward Norwood, Maryland Continental line.

2. H.M. frigate Roebuck, Capt. Andrew Snape Hamond, commander. As seen in a report published in
The Pennsylvania Packet of 8 Apr., below, a tender of H.M. frigate Roebuck had run ashore at Cape Henlopen
on 22 Mar. and its crew of twenty-one men had been captured. Hugh Congalton must have been an acting
lieutenant as he was not commissioned until 6 June 1778. UKLPR, Adm. 6/21, p. 562.

3. On 5 Apr., Gov. Caesar Rodney of Delaware wrote Smallwood requesting that he return the “Cap-
tain of the Schooner Reed,” whom Rodney had sent to Smallwood’s camp. Rodney added: “The veshell is
Libeled in the Court of Admir[alty] and the Judge requests his being sent down here. . . . it seems the
Veshell can’t be [con]demned without him.” Rodney Letters, 258.

4. This was the first line of the second page of the letter.

5. The entry reporting Mitchell’s death must have been added later.

6. Col. Christopher Greene, First Rhode Island Continental Regiment. It is probable that this notation
was added later.

JOURNAL OF THE VIRGINIA NAVY BOARD

[ Williamsburg] Saturday the 4™ day of April 1778.—
Present.
Mr Whiting, Mr Travis and Mr Lewis.—
This Board doth recommend to his Excellency the Governour, and the Honourable
the Council,! Mr Charles Dekay. . . . . as a proper person to be appointed a Lieutenant
in the Navy of this State.—

Ordered that the Keeper of the publick store deliver to Captain Celey Saunders forty
Blankets and twenty Rolls of Canvas for the use of the ship Tempest.—

Ordered that the Keeper of the publick store, deliver to Mr David Anderson? two
dozen sail needles,-two bolts light Canvas, one compass, one, two hour glass, two
quires of paper, six gimblets one dozen tar and paint Brushes, one quadrant two
thousand sixpenny nails, two thousand eight penny d° five yards of flannel, and one
bolt Canvas N° 2 for the use of the ship Dragon.—

Ordered that Doctor M“Clurg? deliver to Doctor David Brown such Medicines as he
may want for the use of the Ship Dragon.—

Ordered that a Warrant issue to Mr Joshua Storrs for the use of Messieurs Hewes
and Smith* for two thousand eight hundred and five pounds four shillings for the
purpose of furnishing necessaries for the use of the ship Caswell—°

Ordered that Cap" Callender,’® deliver to Cap" W™ Saunders 12 Lb of twine for the
use of the Manley Galley.
This Board doth recommend to his Excellency the Governour, and the honourable
the Council Mr John Hamilton, as proper person to be appointed a Lieutenant in
the Navy of this state.—

Ordered that a warrant issue to Captain Celey Saunders for two hundred pounds
upon acco" to furnish necessaries for the use of the ship Tempest.—
DS, Vi, Navy Board Journal, pp. 373-74.

1. Gov. Patrick Henry and the Council of the State of Virginia.
2. Anderson was a midshipman in the Virginia Navy.
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3. Dr. James McClurg was director of the Virginia General Hospital.

4. Joseph Hewes and Robert Smith were merchants at Edenton, N.C.

5. Virginia Navy galley Caswell was preparing to proceed to Ocracoke Inlet, N.C., where it was to take
station. Stewart, History of Virginia’s Navy, p. 53.

6. Capt. Eleazer Callender commanded the Virginia Navy ship Dragon.

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE HIND, CAPTAIN CHARLES HOPE

April 1778 D° [Heneago]' NbW 5 L#
Saturday 4 at 5 AM saw a Strange Sail to the Southward TK* and gave chase at
Noon fired 5 Shot at her to bring her too sent a boat on board her
North Part Heneago NWBW 6 Leagues
Light Air & Clear W' at 2 PM the Boat Returnd took the Chase
aPrize senta Petty Officer & 4 Men to Carry her down to Jamaica?
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/457, part 5.
1. That is, Great Inagua I., Bahamas.
2. Schooner Martha & Mary, William George, master, sixteen tons burthen, bound to St. Eustatius

with a cargo of rice. “A List of Vessels taken by His Majestys Squadron under the Command of Sir Peter
Parker at Jamaica between the 3d March and the 21st June 1778,” UKLPR, Adm. 1/240.

JOURNAL oF H.M.S. PORTLAND, CAPTAIN THOMAS DUMARESQ

April 78 At the Pitch Kettle Moorings in English Harbour Antigua
Saturday 4™ Fresh Breezes and clear W* Came in the Fly from a Cruize.! Our
Ships Crew receiv’d Prize money for y¢ Success Schooner. Peggy
Katty and Sampson Brigs and Maria Sloop.? Our Tender y© Tartar
sentinto S* Johns An American Privateer laden with Rice and In-
digo.*
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/711, part 4.
1. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Fly, Comdr. Edward Garner, commander.
2. For more on the capture of Success, Peggy & Katey, Sampson, and Maria, see List of Prizes Con-
demned in the Vice Admiralty Court of Antigua, 14 Jan. 1778. NDAR 11: 124-27.
3. Sloop tender Tartar.
4. This was probably sloop William, Joseph Watson, master, which was captured off St. Barthélemy,

French West Indies, on 31 Mar. See, Young’s Prize List, 27 Apr., below; there the capture is credited to
H.M.S. Portland.

April 5 (Sunday)
MASTER’S JOURNAL OF H.M. ARMED BRIG CABOT, LIEUTENANT EDMUND DOD

April 1778

Sunday 5 Cape Lahave [ Nova Scotia] bore NWBN about 8 Miles
at 10 AM Saw a Sail to Windward bearing Down upon us At
Merd"™ Spoke her and [found] her to be from Boston' boarded
by the Lydia Letter of Marque—

Cape Lahave bore NWBN about 8 Miles

More Moderate [PM] Set T G'sails and Staysails Thick Fogg out
Boat & Sent 6 Men & an Officer on board the prize Made Sail
saw the Lydia Barke to W'ward in 2 Reefs in the Top sails & Main
sail Down Top G'yards hard Gales & Squally 3 Sail in Sight
Sounded in 50 fms
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D, UKLPR, Adm. 52/1636, part 3, fols. 36-37.

1. The Master’s Journal identifies the ship as the Mariain the 7 Apr. entry, as follows: “At 4 PM Moord
Ship Small Bower to the Northward Sent a 11 prisoners Taken in the Ship Maria to [ Halifax] prison.”
Adm. 52/1636, part 3, fols. 36-37. The capture was credited to the letter of marque bark Lydia.

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE SCARBOROUGH, CAPTAIN ANDREW BARKLEY

April 1778

Sunday 5™ Latt? in 39°..39" N [off Nantucket Shoals, Mass.] at 6 AM
saw a sail on the lee-Bow, made sail & gave Chace.— fir’d 4
Swivels shoted & bro® to a Schooner! from Charlestown bound
to Boston.— at % past 10 sent a Petty Officer & 4 men to take
Charge of her.—

Latt® in 40°..32" N*

First & Middle parts fresh Breezes & Hazy with rain, Latter fresh
Breezes & Clear.— at 1 PM made sail the Prize in C* at 6 got
down T:G: yards.— soundings from 40 to [50] f™ Fine sand.—

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/867.

1. Schooner Abigail, Josiah Thatcher, master, owned by John Bishop, with a cargo of rice, indigo,
pitch and deerskins, sent into Halifax, where it was condemned as a lawful prize of Scarborough on 1 May

1778. Howe’s Prize List, 30 Oct. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 486-87; CaNSHP, Vol. 496, Vice Admiralty
Register, vol. 6 (1777-1782), p. 124.

CAPTAIN JAMES WILLING, CONTINENTAL ARMY, TO
GOVERNOR DON BERNARDO DE GALVEZ OF SPANISH LOUISIANA
Sir
I am extremely sorry that I should in any Case differ in Opinion from your Ex-
cellency, But I cannot help thinking that the Prizes N> 2.3 & 5' do not come within
the same line with those others already deliver’d up at your Desire; And must yet
take the liberty of insisting upon the right the Troops or Naval Powers of the Amer-
ican States have to seize and take the Persons and Property of all British Subjects
upon any part of the River Mississippi from its source to the Sea in like manner as
upon the high Seas provided the same is not on shore upon His Catholic Majesty’s
Territorys or under the Guns and protection of any Fort in Your Excellencys Gov-
ernment, Neither of which was the Case of either of these Prizes
The prizes in Question are now in your Power and under your Authority; But I
apprehend I cannot be answerable to My Masters the Honorable Congress for the
Restitution of these Prizes if your Excellency does not think proper to give me a pos-
itive Order in writing for so doing; I shall at the same time expect that you will be
pleased to enforce A restitution of those Negroes part of the Captures Ilegally made
that are now onboard of a British Ship of War off this City Which Negroes were part
of the property I had here and to which you accorded protection as well as any other
Property that may in future be taken or received onboard of any Brittish Ships in
like manner Which your Excellency was pleased to promise upon my delivering up
a Negroe belonging to a Brittish Subject that had come onboard the Prize Ship Re-
becca in this Port.2 I have the honor to be Sir [&c.]
Ja* Willing Cap™
New Orleans 5™ April 1778 In the service of the
Indep* United States of
America



6 APRIL 1778 37

L, SpSAG, Papeles de Cuba, Legajo 2370, part II, fol. 273. Addressed below close: “To/His Excellency/Don
Barnardo De Galvez.”

1. As seen at Willing to Galvez, 24 Mar. 1778, where the circumstances of each capture are discussed in
some detail, prize no. 2 was brigantine Neptune, John Knowles, master; prize no. 3 was a batteau owned by
Stephen Shakespear; and prize no. 5 were boats captured above “Spanish Aux Arcs” after trading with a British
post. NDAR 11: 776-77. The captured boats, prize no. 5, were owned by a merchant named Rapicaut. John
Caughey, “Willing’s Expedition down the Mississippi, 1778,” The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 15 (Jan. 1932):
22.

2. Gdlvez wrote Comdr. John Fergusson of H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Sylph on 6 Apr. conveying
Willing’s charge that Fergusson had given shelter aboard Sylph to fugitive slaves belonging to Willing.
Adm. 1/241.

April 6

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE BLONDE, CAPTAIN JOHN MILLIGAN
April 1778
Monday 6 D [Cape Sable] Nb3W Distance 31 Lg*

AM at 5 Set the Fore Sail at 6 Sat Main Top™ at 9 Sat Fore Topsail
at 11 Outall Reefs up T. Gall* Yards & sat the Sails at Noon saw
a Sail to the North® gave Chace
D° NI12W dist 25 Lgs.
First Parts Light Breezes & Cloudy, Middle & latter Mod & D¢ In-
termix’d with foggs at 3 PM Set Steering Sails at 4 Came up with
the Chace, she prov’d A brig from Cork bound to Antigua with
Provisions, had been in Possession of the Rebels 5 Weeks!' took
out the Prisoners & sent 2 petty Officers & 5 Men onb® her at 8
took her in tow & made S*
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/118, part 3, fols. 100-101.

1. For more on the brig, Lord Dungannon, see Extract of a Letter from Corke, 25 May, below. It had
been captured on 5 Mar. by two Massachusetts privateers, the ship Cumberland, James Collins, command-
ing, mounting 20 guns, owned by Paul Dudley Sargent and others, of Boston, and brigantine Fanny, Capt.
John Kendrick, mounting 16 guns, owned by Adam Babcock and Archibald Blair, of Bedford in Dart-

mouth, Mass. M-Ar, Revolutionary Rolls Collection, vol. 5, pp. 112, 115, 270; Mass. Archives Collection,
vol. 166, pp. 123, 420; vol. 167, pp. 45, 226.

CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD OF THE EASTERN DEPARTMENT TO JAMES LOVELL

Navy Board Eastern Department

Sir Boston April 6. 1778
We have before us your favours of the 2¢ & 12" Ult> Accompanied by Several
Letters for your agents & Commissioners in Europe,' You will permit us to assure
you of the most punctual Attention to the dispatch & Security of these Rapers Letters
We duly observe your hints, & have hitherto observed the line of Conduct you pro-
pose with regard to the Gazettes, & shall pursue it in future, no oppertunity at pres-
ent Appears but we shall omit none that shall in future offer I am S*in behalf of the

Board [&c.]

J Warren—
Cap' Burke? will hand you this I suppose he intends an Application to Congress for
an Appointm" you know him & if his Conduct while a prisoner was without Excep-
tion will no doubt pay a proper Attention to his Applications there are Insinuations
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to his disadvantage but I don’t know they are Supported by Evidence

L, DNA, PCC, item 37, pp. 109-10 (M247, roll 44). Addressed at foot: “Hon" James Lovell Esq".” Ad-
dressed on cover: “Honb" James Lovel Esq"/Member of Congress/York Town/Pensilvania/P Cap" Burke.”
Docketed: “Apr 6™ 1778 /Gent"Warrerr/Navy Board/rect 22¢/answ® 26™.” Lovell was a leading member
of the Committee for Foreign Affairs.

1. The letter of 2 Mar. from the Committee for Foreign Affairs is in DNA, PCC, item 79, vol. 1, p.
173; the letter of 12 Mar. has not been found.

2. William Burke was appointed captain of Washington’s Fleet schooner Warren on 1 Feb. 1776. H.M.
frigate Liverpool captured Warren on 26 Aug., and Burke was taken as prisoner first to Halifax and later to
New York, where he remained until his escape in Mar. 1778. On 30 Apr. he presented a memorial to the
Continental Congress, below, requesting back pay and an appointment as a captain in the Continental
Navy.

JOURNAL OF RHODE ISLAND NAVY SCHOONER-RIGGED ARMED GALLEY SPITFIRE,
CAPTAIN JOSEPH CRANDALL

April 1778 Remarks at Tiverton [R.1.]

Monday 6™ This 24 Hours wind at SW. Pleasant Weather Lieu" Cartwright,'
with nine Men in the Barge with Cap' Thomas, & a Whale Boat
under Command of Lieu' Helme, Ferry Boat under the Com-
mand of M Gifford? Master of the Spitfire Boarded the Sloop
mentioned, on Thursday 2¢ April, and notwithstanding the fire
from the enemy fort, & Guards Set her on Fire, & Destroyd her
within, 80 Rods of the enemy fort on Rh Isl*?

D, UKLPR, H.C.A. 32/455/1.

1. Paul Cartwright, second lieutenant of Spitfire.
2. David Gifford.
3. British battery at Bristol Ferry on the island of Rhode Island. Capt. Frederick Mackenzie noted

on 7 Apr. in his diary: “The Rebels burnt the Sloop at Bristol ferry last night, without loss or opposition.
Everything of value had been previously taken out of her.” Mackenzie, Diary 1: 265.

THE NEW-YORK GAZETTE: AND THE WEEKLY MERCURY, MONDAY, APRIL 6, 1778

New-York, April 6.

On Friday the 27™ ult. Arrived here the ship M Kenzie, Alexander Potterfield,
master; he formerly commanded the Glasgow Packet, a transport in his Majesty’s serv-
ice, which was taken by the rebels in Spencer’s Inlet, near Charlestown, the 21% of
July, 1776;' and was kept prisoner at the place last mentioned, until the 16™ of Octo-
ber last, when he was exchanged; after which he resided nine weeks in St. Augustine,
and then went on board his Majesty’s ship Lizard, Thomas M’Kenzie, Esq; Com-
mander, who, on a cruize in company with the Carrysfort, Capt. Fanshaw, and Porteus,
Capt. Elphinstone,? took and sent into Augustine, five prizes: They also burnt one
brig and sunk another. Upon Mr. Potterfield’s return to St. Augustine, he had au-
thentic intelligence, by prisoners who had escaped from Charlestown, that in the
late conflagration which happened in that place, 700 houses, 15,000 bushels of salt,
and merchandize to the amount of 100,0001. sterling were consumed. The fire was
observed by the crew of the Carrysfort, then in the offing; and a partial account of it
has already been published in this paper.® Of the ship Alquin Queen (now the M’Ken-
zie) together with her cargo,* one of the prizes captured by the Lizard, and con-
demned in a Court of Vice Admiralty at St. Augustine, the gallant Captain M’Kenzie,
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with the unanimous consent of his officers and men, made a present to said Potter-
field, in consideration of his loss and sufferings among the rebels. . . .

By Capt. Pearse from Kingston, in Jamaica, we learn that Rebel Prizes are daily
carried into that Island, by his Majesty’s Ships, and among them are the following,
viz. Sloops Revenge, Catharine, and Boston; Brig Sally, and Schooners, Unity and Oxford.”

1. On the capture of the brig Glasgow Packet, Alexander Porterfield, master, by the South Carolina
Navy row galley Revenge, Capt. Thomas Pickering, commander, see Capt. Alexander Campbell to Lord
William Campbell, 21 July 1776, and Journal of the South Carolina General Assembly, 11 Oct. 1778, NDAR
5: 1172-75; 6: 1228.

2. H.M. frigate Lizard, Capt. Thomas Mackenzie, commander; H.M.frigate Carysfort, Capt. Robert
Fanshawe, commander; H.M. frigate Perseus, Capt. Honorable George Keith Elphinstone, commander.

3. On the fire at Charleston see Brig. Gen. William Moultrie’s Account of the Burning of Charleston, 15
Jan. 1778. NDAR 11: 136-37. As seen there, Portersfield’s report of the damage was exaggerated and sailors
from H.M. frigate Perseus and H.M. frigate Carysfort were accused of being “instigators of all the mischief.”

4. This was probably the French merchant ship Algonquin. See Du Boisviollette Genevois & Cie. To
Benjamin Franklin, 6 Dec. 1777, NDAR10: 1071-72.

5. Schooner Unity, Hilton, master, captured on 17 Jan. 1778 by H.M. frigate Southampton, Capt.
William Garnier, commander; sloop Catharine, sloop Revenge, Dean, master, and schooner Oxford, Vickry,
master, all captured by H.M. frigate Winchelsea, Capt. Nathaniel Bateman, commander; brig Sally, captured
on 8 Dec. 1777 by H.M. frigate Glasgow, Capt. Thomas Pasley, commander; sloop Boston, captured by H.M.
ship-rigged sloop-of-war Porpoise, Comdr. Thomas Haynes, commander.

CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO THE CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD
OF THE FEASTERN DEPARTMENT

Gentlemen [ York, Pa.] March [April] 6™ 1778!

We acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 20" feb* of the 2 & 7™ Of March last,
and are exceedingly pleased to hear that the Warren, after having been so long cooped
up in the Bay had got out to sea—? We have since heard that she is arrived at Boston
and carried in two or three Prizes.> We should be glad to get the Providence and other
armed Vessels out of the River,* and at a less expence than we find will attend it, but
they must be got out let the expence be what it may, if it should be practicable and
from the success that hath attended such attempts we infer its practicability. We highly
approve of the Conduct of the Board in getting out the Warren and don’t doubt but
that they will exert themselves in getting out the Providence & Columbus, especially as
the season for brisk, Steady North Winds will in a Short time be over, and we are sure
that you will exercise frugality wherever it may be beneficial. —

The Demands upon the Treasury from the great departments of the Army are
so large and frequent that the[y] cannot be supplied. We have however procured
three Warrants—One on the Loan Office of New Hampshire for 30,000—One on
Massachusets Bay for 40,000, and One on Connecticut for 30,000 making 100,000
Dollars transmitted herewith for the use of your Board.” We chose to have them on
those different States, because Money will be wanted in each. If the Money cannot
be had at the Offices, the Certificates may be disposed of—you will take care that M"
Langdon hath his share.® We have already advised you that we have paid M" Shaw
40,000 Dollars and charged the same to your Account, part of which money we per-
sume will be applied towards fitting out the Trumbull &c. The Warrants we returned
to you corrected we are glad to find have reached you.

We have determined to stop the building of the Seventy four at Portsmouth for
the present, and desire you will give orders accordingly, and for seasoning of the
Timbers prepared for her” You will man and equip the Warren with all possible dis-
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patch and order her out on a Cruize to the West Indias with directions to Captain
Hopkins® to apply to M" Bingham at S* Pierre Martinique or M" Ceronio at Cape
Francois, Hispaniola, for such supplies as he may Chance to want, and send the Prizes
he may take to their address or to the Continent as he may judge proper.—

You will further direct him towards the Close of his Cruize to go to Cape Fran-
cois, call upon Mess™ Ceronio & Carrabasse for such goods as they may have to ship
and take in what he can conveniently bring to the Continent without hurting the
Ships sailing. You will furnish us with a Copy of the Instructions you shall give him.

By the Notes in the Margin and endorssment on the Accounts which you sent
to us for inspection, and which we now remit you will see what part thereof is allowed
and what rejected.

Before discharging the wages of those and any other Continental officers, you
will procure from the Continental Agent in your district accounts of the Monies they
have paid them on that score. We have ordered the Paymaster of the Navy in this
district James Read Esq" to transmit to you a State of Captain Olneys Account, and
the Accounts of such other officers now in the Eastern Department as may have re-
ceived any monies of him. Enclosed is a Resolve of Congress respecting the pay Ra-
tions and allowances of officers not in Actual service and during their Captivity and
under Parole.® We wish Vessels for the flour and Iron speedily.!” We congratulate
Captain Rathbourne upon his Success, but cannot think he is entitled to the whole
of the ship Mary and her Cargo.!"" The question was put in Committee & they came
to the following Resolution—

“Itis the opinion of this Committee from the representation of the said Board,
that by the Resolves of Congress the Captors are only intitled to One half of said Ves-
sel & Cargo”—Enclosed is a Copy of the Resolves referred to.'? You will see that a
Claim is put in on behalf of the Continent we shall write to M" Landais by this op-
portunity—it is out of our power to comply with his wishes. We have a number of
Captains out of employ, and it would be imprudent to pass by them."” We shall im-
mediately write Samuel Tuder and Captain Lawrence at Poughkeepsie on Hudsons
River to send forward to you at Boston the sails of the two frigates, which were saved
at the time said frigates were burned and which is in their possession'* If they should
receive directions from you therefore. One of those frigates was 28 and the Other
24 Guns—The sails of the 28 may suit one of the Ships building at the Eastward as
they are large, and the sails of the 24 may suit for some of the sails of the other. You
may direct both or either of the suits of sails of these burned frigates to Boston or
Norwich or part to one place or part to the other as you shall judge proper—they
had two suits each. We are satisfied with your report respecting M' Roche.” How he
came to be suspended by a Resolve of Congress from his command of the Continen-
tal Ship of war the [Ranger] when he never was appointed to the command of her
we cannot tell. Captain Roche laid a plan before Congress, which they referred to
the Marine Committee to carry into execution, whereupon they empowered M*
Langdon to build a Vessel of war, and employed Captain Roche to advise and assist
about the building &c. He wrote the Committee a Letter dated the 29" of December
last at the close of which he mentions that he had waited with that patience that be-
came a Gentleman in his Situation living on his own Money for Six Months, wages
&c being stopped ever since his suspension and that he waited impatiently for our
farther orders. He hath a right, as you have reported in his favour, to his wages, and
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therefore would have you enquire into what time he hath been paid, and what per
month, and pay him off.

We have no vessel to give him the command of without passing by several good
Commanders who now hold Commissions and are out of service. If he will accept of
a Lieutenancy on board of one of the Frigates and you think him a proper person
we shall have no objections, otherwise we shall not consider him any longer as being
in the service of the Continent.

We approve of your altering the name of the Industrious Bee to that of the General
Gates altho we think it would have been a higher compliment to have given his name
to a frigate. We cannot determine upon a proper person to command the frigate at
Salisbury.'® We would have the berth left open for Captain Manley as he may be ex-
changed, and for the present the Charge of her be given to the person who you may
judge suitable for a first Lieutenant of her.!” We leave to you to determine respecting
the Lieutenants who are desirous to make a Cruize of a few Months. Inclosed are
the Rules & Regulations of the Navy—Congress has ordered us to Revise them—"*If
you can suggest any New Rules or alterations that will be necessary, we would be glad
you would propose them, and if you can by any means procure a British Privateers
Commission, send it forward to us. Coppies of Captain Judds and the Captain of the
Jamaica Packets may answer—they were taken by Captain Harding of the Connecti-
cut State ship and their Commissions are in the Maritime Court of the Middle District
Massachusets.!” We have ordered M" Barnabas Deane of Connecticut to lay his ac-
counts against the frigate Trumbull before you, which you will please to examine and
transmit to us a Copy of his account Current when we shall give orders for the paym*
of the balance that may be due to him.*” We are Gentlemen [&c.]

LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fols. 131-33 (M332, roll 6). Addressed at top of first
page: “The Commiss™ Of the Navy Board/at Boston.”

1. Internal evidence proves that this letter was not written on 6 Mar.; it was probably written on 6
Apr.

b 2. Letters not found. On the Continental Navy frigate Warren eluding a British blockading squadron
in Narragansett Bay and escaping to sea, see Memoir of Elias Ware, 16 Feb. 1778, and Frederick Macken-
zie’s Diary entry of 17 Feb. 1778. NDAR 11: 355-56; 362.

3. Warren arrived in Boston on 23 Mar. It had captured two prizes—an unidentified snow and the
ship Neptune, but Neptune was retaken. NDAR 11: 781-82; The Providence Gazette; and Country Journal, 18
Apr., below.

4. That is, the Providence River.

5. On 4 Apr., Congress approved a Committee on the Treasury report directing Nathaniel Appleton,
John Lawrence, and Nicholas Gilman, commissioners of the Continental Loan Offices in Massachusetts,
Connecticut, and New Hampshire, respectively, to advance money for the use of the Eastern Navy Board.
JCC10: 308.

6. See Continental Marine Committee to John Langdon, 3 Apr., above.

7. The Continental Navy ship of the line America being built at Portsmouth, N.H.

8. Capt. John Burroughs Hopkins.

9. For this resolution of Congress, dated 20 Mar. 1778, see NDAR 11: 741.

10. See Continental Marine Committee to Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Department, 23
Feb. 1778. NDAR 11: 410.

11. Capt. John Peck Rathbun of the Continental Navy sloop Providence argued that the armed mer-
chant brig Mary, which Rathbun had captured when he occupied Fort Nassau, Bahamas, was a British
warship and thereafter he and his crew deserved the entire value of it instead of the one-half share that
Congress had mandated Continental naval officers and crews should receive when they captured mer-
chantmen, transports, or store ships. See John Bradford to Leonard Jarvis, 4 Mar. 1778. NDAR 11: 505.

12. The resolutions, dated 30 Oct. 1776, are printed in NDAR 6: 1463-64.

13. See Continental Marine Committee to Capt. Pierre Landais, 7 Apr., below.

14. See Continental Marine Committee to Augustin Lawrence and Samuel Tuder, 7 Apr., below. These
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ships were Continental Navy frigates Congress (28 guns) and Monigomery (24 guns).
15. The report concerning John Roche has not been found. In June 1777 Congress had suspended
Roche from duty, relieved him of command of the Continental Navy ship Ranger, and ordered the Con-

P

tinental Navy Board of the Eastern Department to investigate Roche’s “character” and “report thereon
to the Marine Committee.” NDAR9: 110.

16. The frigate being built at Salisbury, Mass., was originally to have been named Hancock; before it
was commissioned, the name was changed to Alliance.

17. Capt. John Manley, who was captured while commanding Hancock, had not yet been exchanged
but command of the Alliance ultimately went to Capt. Pierre Landais.

18. For Congress’s order, dated 5 Mar. 1778, see NDAR 11: 518-19.

19. Capt. Seth Harding, commanding the Connecticut Navy ship Oliver Cromwell, had captured H.M.
packet Weymouth from Jamaica and its captain, Paul Flyn, on 28 July 1777. Capt. William Judd, formerly
captain of H.M. frigate Antelope, was a passenger in Weymouth. NDAR 9: 11, 33-35; on the trial involving
Weymouth, see Samuel Eliot, Jr., to Jonathan Trumbull, 29 Oct. 1777, ibid., p. 340.

20. See Henry Laurens to Barnabas Deane, 11 Apr., below.

CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO THE CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD
OF THE EASTERN DEPARTMENT

Gentlemen [ York, Pa.] April 6" 1778—
You have inclosed with the other papers herein the Sailing Instructions and Sig-
nals by Day & night for the enemys Transports & Ships under Convoy—they were
lately taken on board a Transport in the River Delaware and we wish Copies of them
may be given to the Commanders which you send out of your Department as they
be serviceable.! You will take care to dispatch the ship Providence as soon as possi-
ble—We leave it to you to order her Cruize as you may think proper sending us a
Copy of the Instructions you give the Captain—? We are Gent" [&c.]
LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fol. 136 (M332, roll 6). Addressed at top: “The Commiss™
Of the Navy Board/at Boston.”
1. The sailing instructions were from the Kitty or the Mermaid, British transport ships captured in the
Delaware River on 9 Mar. by gunboats commanded by Capt. John Barry.

2. See the Board’s instructions to Capt. Abraham Whipple, commander of the frigate Providence,
dated 25 Apr., below.

CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO CAPTAIN THOMAS READ, CONTINENTAL NAVY

Sir [ York, Pa.] April 6" 1778

We have been favoured with your letter of the 21* of March and hope you
have by this time got the Brigantine Baltimore nearly fitted. We observe you are
under some difficulty in procuring Seamen; but as we have this day been informed
that Captain Nicholson' of the Frigate Virginia left behind him fifteen of his men,
with two of his officers—we would have you immediately endeavour to secure these
men for your Vessel as they are in the Continental Service.? Upon your applying to
M Stephen Steward he will furnish you with what Tobacco you may further want
to compleat your lading, and Ship the remainder of your Crew on the best terms
you can.’

As M* Fanning is one of the officers Captain Nicholson left behind, should you
want an officer of his Rank we would advise you to engage him for your Vessel if
agreeable. We are sir [&c.]

LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fol. 137 (M332, roll 6). Addressed at top: “Captain

Thomas Read.”
1. Capt. James Nicholson.
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2. That is, Capt. Thomas Plunkett and Lt. John Fanning, Continental Marines. See Continental Ma-
rine Committee to Capt. Thomas Plunkett, Continental Marines, 6 Apr., above.

3. The cargo of tobacco was intended for sale in France. Baltimore sailed from Annapolis in late May.
See Continental Commerce Committee to American Commissioners in France, 28 May, below.

CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO CAPTAIN THOMAS PLUNKETT,
CONTINENTAL MARINES

Sir [ York, Pa.] April 6% 1778

We have received yours of the 4" instant and are much pleased to hear of the
Virginia having got to Sea, yet are sorry that you and M* Fanning were so unlucky as
to be left behind.!

There is no employment for you at the Northward, therefore you are at liberty
to engage in any business that you think proper and when vacancy happens we shall
inform you. With regard to M* Fanning we have wrote to Captain Thomas Read of
the Brig Baltimore that should he want an Officer, to apply to M* Fanning which we
hope will be agreeable. You will deliver over the men belonging to the Virginia to
Captain Read and we will order the payment of such wages as is due to them We are
Sir [&c.]

LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fol. 137 (M332, roll 6). Addressed at top: “Captain
Thomas Plunkett.”

1. Continental Navy frigate Virginia, Capt. James Nicholson, commander, had sailed from Annapolis
on 30 Mar. but had run aground and been captured on 31 Mar. See Nicholson to the Continental Marine
Committee, 2 Apr., above. Plunkett, the senior Marine officer on the Virginia, and Lt. John Fanning, Con-

tinental Marines, had been left behind on the Virginia’s tender when the frigate departed. Smith, Marines
in the Revolution, p. 464.

JOURNAL OF H.M. BRIG-RIGGED SLOOP-OF-WAR DILIGENCE, COMMANDER THOMAS DAVEY

April 78 De [Island Corvo'] S* 35: 48 E

Monday 6™ Dist 128 Lea*
Mod" & Cloudy. gave Chace to a schooner & came up with her
prov’d to be an American Schooner from bilboa b to Boston.?

took Charge of her.
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/250, part 4.
1. An island in the Azores.
2. Probably, Schooner John, Azariah Woodberry, master, carrying a cargo of bale goods and iron.
UKLPR, H.C.A. 32/370/5; NDAR11: 453. In Gayton’s Prize List, John’s capture is credited to Diligenceand
to H.M.S. Antelope, Capt. Charles Holmes Everitt, commander. NDAR 11: 453.

JOURNAL OF THE VIRGINIA NAVY BOARD

[ Williamsburg] Monday the 6th day of April 1778.—
Present.
Mr Travis.—
Ordered that the keeper of the publick Store, deliver to Mr Isaac Mercer one hun-
dred and fifty nails for the use of the Ship Caswell—'

Mr Isaac Mercer received Orders to repair with his Boat® to Mr Holts Mill,? and take
on Board a Load of Bread flour and Cannon Ball, which he is to carry to Suffolk,
and deliver to Mr William Cowper taking his Receipt for the same, and then to return
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as soon as possible to Holts creek, and on his arrival there, to wait on the Board for
further Orders.—

Captain William Saunders received Orders to proceed with the galley under his com-
mand* to Cherrystones® and deliver the cannon he has on board for the purpose of
a Battery to the county Lieutenant of Northampton, after which he is to remain on
that shore for the protection of the trade & inhabitants against the enemies tenders
or Vessels of war that he may be able to repel, paying due regard to his officers and
Sailors &c.—

Ordered that Mr William Holt deliver to Lieutenant Lewis Jones one coil of two inch
Rope, one d° twelve thread Ratline, one bushel of salt, and one coil of spun yarn,
for the use of the Protector Galley.

Ordered that the Keeper of the public store deliver to Lieutenant Lewis Jones fifty
pump Tacks, two hundred tenpenny nails, one hour, or half hour glass, six quire of
cartridge paper, and two pound of Brimstone, for the use of the Protector Galley.—
DS, Vi, Navy Board Journal, p. 375.

1. Virginia Navy galley Caswell; Isaac Mercer was a lieutenant in the Virginia Navy.

2. Virginia Navy armed boat Nicholson.

3. The mill of William Holt was near Williamsburg, Va.

4. Virginia Navy galley Manley.

5. Presumably, Cherrystone Inlet on Virginia’s Eastern Shore, near the present-day town of Cape
Charles, Va.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL THOMAS BROWN, BRITISH PROVINCIAL TROOPS, TO GOVERNOR
PATRICK TONYN OF EAST FLORIDA

[Extract]

Copy of a Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Brown of the Rangers to His Excellency
Governor Tonyn dated at Fort Tonyn on S* Marys River the 6" April 1778

Sir/

... The present force of South Carolina is supposed to consist 2000, and of
Georgia five hundred and Sixty.

The Charlestown fleet was in a great degree manned by draughts from the dif-
ferent regiments to act as marines.

The Forts at Sullivans Island and on the River are kept in good repair.!

At the Fort at Beaufort they have mounted Twenty one pieces of Cannon. Viz"
Three of Twenty four, and the rest nine and twelve pounds, with four field pieces,
and two Six Inch Cohorns—the fort is Garrisoned by fifty of the Artillery Company.

At Cat Island Winyaw,? the Rebels have Six nine and twelve pounders for the de-
fence of the passage.

From Savannah the Rangers have brought me intelligence, that whites turbulent
Gentry® have a second time broke open the stores, compeled their Officers to give
them rum—huzza’d for His Majesty and drank success to his Troops.

Twenty were sent to Tybee to Garrison the Island, who boarded a French Snow
laden with Rice and Indigo, and have convoyed her ‘tis Supposed to New York or
Augustine.*
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A Fire broke out in Savannah a short time after our Affair at Fort Barrington®
destroyed a public store with Cloathing, ammunition &c &c, and ten houses—The
Court house narrowly escaped as it was fired in three places.

The Rebel General (Howe)® told one of his Colonels (Scriven)” that they were
so perpetually hairyed in Georgia, he apprehended before Summer it would be a
King’s Province.

One of the Rangers administered the oath of allegiance to a Serjeant and twelve
posted on Ogechee, who I expect will return with some of our Rangers now in South
Carolina.

The Gallies® are laying manned intirely with Governor Wright’s Negroes® at the
following places, one at Sapelo high point—one at Sunbury—one at Ossabaw oppo-
site to Shannons point, and the other at Savannah.'

Two Vessels a Ship, and a Brig with rice and Indigo are laying in the mouth of
Ogechee river without a Gun.

There at Beaufort with the same Cargoes—a Ship and two Brigs, one the prop-
erty of John Hancock," the other a Frenchman.

I have sent to acquaint Captain Jordan of the Galatea with every material
occurrence.

One hundred and twenty plantations with the Negroes, and Stock will be
peremptorily sold."

I have the honour to remain [&c.]

(Signd) Tho* Brown
Copy, UKLPR, PRO 30/55, Gen. Sir Guy Carleton Papers, vol. 9, no. 1072. Enclosed in Gov. Patrick Tonyn
to Gen. Sir William Howe, Apr. 8, 1778.

1. Fort Moultrie on Sullivan’s Island, S.C., and Fort Johnson on Ashley River, S.C.

2. On Winyah Bay, guarding the approaches to Georgetown, S.C.

3. Presumably, soldiers of the Third Georgia Continental Regiment commanded by Col. John White.

4. On 25 Mar., Capt. George Young’s company of Georgia Artillery was ordered to Tybee Island to
relieve a detachment from the Fourth Georgia Continental Regiment posted there, but this company was
not from the Third Georgia Continental Regiment nor is there any indication the posting was a punish-
ment. “Order Book of Samuel Elbert”, p. 119.

5. On 13 Mar. 1778, Brown with a party of one-hundred East Florida Rangers and ten Indians cap-
tured Fort Barrington/Fort Howe on the Altamaha River. Too weak to hold the post, Brown burned the
fort and retreated into East Florida taking the captured garrison of twenty-three men with him. Searcy,
Georgia-Florida Contest, 17761778, p. 130.

6. Maj. Gen. Robert Howe, Continental Army.

7. Brig. Gen. James Screven, Georgia militia. Screven had resigned his commission as a colonel in
the Continental Army on Mar. 20, 1778. Heitman, Register.

8. Georgia Navy galleys Bulloch, Congress, Lee, and Washington.

9. That is, slaves taken from the confiscated estate of Georgia Royal Governor James Wright.

10. “Sapelo high point” is the northern-most point of Sapelo Island; Shannon’s Point was a spit of
land at the confluence of the Ogeechee River and Green Island Sound.

11. Former President of the Continental Congress and Boston merchant John Hancock.
12. These are plantations and slaves confiscated from Loyalists.

JOURNAL OF H.M. SHIP-RIGGED SLOOP-OF-WAR SNAKE, COMMANDER WILLIAM YOUNG

April 1778 Antigua N* 4 leas

Sunday 6" D Wea" [good & fair] A Commission was read appointing
M Spencer! Lieut of the Ship in the stead of Lieut Hardy who
was appointed to command the Pelican Brig.? Sailed from English
harbour. chaced & took a Sloop from Martinique to Boston.?
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D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/906, part 1.

1. Henry Spencer.

2. Lt. John Oakes Hardy succeeded Lt. John Plummer Ardesoif as commander of H.M. armed brig
Pelican.

3. Sloop Betsey, James Clark, master, of 90 tons burthen and a crew of seven, from Boston, carrying a
cargo of molasses and rum. The date of capture is given as 7 Apr. in the prize list. Young’s Prize List, 27
Apr., below. In the entry of 8 Apr. in the Journal of H.M.S. Portland, Capt. Thomas Dumaresq reported
that the Betsey had been part of “y° American fleet that pass’d by under Convoy of 2 French Men of War.”
UKLPR, Adm. 51/711.

APRIL 7

THE FREEMAN'S JOURNAL, OR NEW-HAMPSHIRE GAZETTE (PORTSMOUTH),
TUESDAY, APRIL 7, 1778

PORTSMOUTH. [April 7.]

Yesterday arrived here Capt. Thompson' in the Ship Raleigh, of 32 Guns,— He
sailed from hence last August, and has, during the Cruise, taken Six Prizes, five of
which got safe into Port>—He informs that the Alfred,> who sailed with him, is taken.

The Ranger,* who sailed from hence, some time after Capt. Thompson, arrived
in France in 32 Days.

Capt. Darling® is also arrived here in the Sullivan, having taken two-Prizes on his
Cruise.

1. Capt. Thomas Thompson, commanding Continental Navy frigate Raleigh.

2. During the cruise to France, Raleigh and Alfred made the following known captures: on 2 Sept.
1777, snow Nanny, Anthony Hooper, master (See NDAR 10: 116 and n, 242, 847, 930, 939, 940-41, 946);
on 28 Sept. 1777, brigantine Sally, Edward Marshall, master (See NDAR 10: 875, 939, 946, 948, 1001); on
28 Sept. 1777, ship Jamaica, David Watt, master (See NDAR 10: 875, 877, 900, 912-13, 939, 941, 947); and
also on 28 Sept. 1777, ship Ann Susanna [Anna Susannah], John Taylor, master (See NDAR 10: 875, 877,
900, 912-13, 941, 947). Departing L’Orient on 29 Dec. 1777 on their return voyage to America, the
squadron reportedly made the following prizes: brig Eagle, J. Morgan, master, captured on 30 Dec. 1777
on a voyage from Yarmouth bound to Genoa and Leghorn but escaped in the night (See NDAR 11: 1046
and n.; and The Independent Chronicle, and the Universal Advertiser [Boston], 9 Apr., below); and an uniden-
tified sloop with wine taken off Senegal Bar, Africa. This sloop was probably the Granville. On 2 Feb. Capt.
Thomas Thompson signed seven seamen from sloop Granville on board Raleigh. These were the last entries
he made in the muster book of the Continental Navy frigate. (See The Independent Chronicle, and the Uni-
versal Advertiser [Boston], 9 Apr., and the Muster Book of Continental Navy Frigate Raleigh, Appendix A,
below).

3. Continental Navy ship Alfred, Capt. Elisha Hinman, commander, was captured by H.M. frigate Ari-
adneand H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Ceres on 9 Mar. near Barbados. For more on this engagement, see
NDAR11: 575, 624, 638, 647, 684, 708, 769, 811 and n.; and The Independent Chronicle, and the Universal Ad-
vertiser (Boston), 9 Apr., James Warren to John Gill, Printer of The Continental Journal, and Weekly Advertiser
(Boston), 20 Apr., and Officers of Continental Navy Frigate Raleigh to the Printers of The Independent Chron-
icle, and the Universal Advertiser (Boston), 2 May, all below.

4. Continental Navy ship Ranger, Capt. John Paul Jones, commander.

5. Capt. Thomas Dalling, commanding New Hampshire privateer brigantine General Sullivan, which
mounted 14 carriage guns, manned by a crew of 100 seamen, and was owned by Eliphalet Ladd and others,
of Exeter, N.H. It was commissioned on 13 Sept. 1777. DNA, PCC, item 196, vol. 6, p. 43 (M247, roll 203).
General Sullivan was returning from a cruise in the West Indies from Jan. through Mar. 1778. See NDAR
11: 423, 739.

JOURNAL OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL

[ Boston] Tuesday April 7" 1778
Whereas sometime since, the Secretary was directed to take Bonds of all Persons
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applying for Commissions for Privateers or Letters of Mart in the sum of Five hun-
dred pounds which sum is found much too small to answer the valuable purpose de-
signed to be answered thereby. Therefore Ordered that no Commission for a
Privateer or Letter of Mart be given out by the Secretary in future unless the Com-
mander of such Privateer or other Vessel, with two sufficient Sureties shall have given
Bond to the Treasurer of this State' in the sum of Two Thousand pounds conditioned
that they shall put on shore & deliver to the Commissary of Prisoners in some of the
United States all Prisoners by them Captured. And the Treasurer aforesaid is hereby
directed to put in suit the Bonds of such Persons taken as aforesaid, who have not
complied with the Condition thereof—And the Selectmen of the several Towns in
this State are hereby called upon & directed to give Information to the Treasurer of
this State of all Masters or Commanders of Privateers or other Vessels who have or
may during their Cruize or Cruizes liberated any Prisoners by them taken since the
first day of January 1778 Ordered that the Secretary be directed to have printed this
Order in the Public News Papers—

LB, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 22 (Council Records, Jan.—Oct. 1778), pp. 147-48. Marginal

note: “Bonds for Commissions/for privateers to be/ 2000—.”
1. Henry Gardner.

JAMES WARREN TO WILLIAM VERNON

Dear Sir Boston April 6. 1778

I'wrote on the 4™ Instant & not finding any Conveyance it now remains on hand,
& I suppose will reach you with this. Yours of the 3¢ & 4™ have just reached me my
last will account for your not having a line by the Eastern Post, I am Sorry we are dis-
appointd in our Expectation of Cannon from Salisbury,' it is my opinion that we
must have them on the best Terms we possibly can from Providence, and that the
Mould should be sent for down, as we may Suppose that the Expence of Transporta-
tion of the Mould would be Trifling in comparison of the odds it will make in the
Cannon, I think we never agreed on any terms for the Cannon. it was left with M*
Huntington? & he alone can determine that matter, I believe we had better engage
for this Ship? first more especially as it Seems to be Undetermin’d what Cannon the
Norwich Ship shall carry, I wish she may be able to carry 18 pounders Cap' Hopkins*
says his are not too heavy for the Ship, but it has been our opinion that 12 pound™
were to be preferred. if she will bear 18 pound™ or a Considerable part of them of
that Size it will Certainly be best, but it is as Certain that there is a disadvantage in
overloading the deck of a Ship, You & Cap' Deshon® will be best Able to Judge of this
Matter, I am only waiting for a Team to Send forward the Blankets & will have one
to Morrow if possible, I will write you an account of the Advances to the officers &
people of the Sloop Sachem.’ Cap' Burke” has made his Escape & been here some
time and is now bound to Congress, I wish for the Liberation of all officers & men
who have been so Unhappy as to fall into the hands of the Enemy, particularly Such
as are Severely used I am glad to find the Providencein such forwardness® I send you
by the Bearer M" [blank] Fifteen hundred dollars in Current bills having no Certifi-
cates & Supposing these more Agreeable to you I am Your Friend [&c.]

J Warren—

April 7" The officer of the Providencewho brought your favour Engaged to call on me
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& I Intended to Send this & the money you wrote for by him he called at the office
when we were all gone to dinner Some of the Family Seeing a Letter on the Table be-
fore prepared Unadvisedly Suffered him to take it on which he went off without my
Seeing him I am Still in quest of a Team to Carry the Blanketts without being able to
procure one as yet shall Embrace first opportunity to forward this & the money—
L, RNHi, William Vernon Papers. Addressed at foot of second page: “Hon"* Will™ Vernon Esq'.”

1. Salisbury Furnace, Salisbury, Conn.

2. Joshua Huntington, superintendent of construction of the Continental Navy 36-gun frigate at Nor-
wich, Conn., later named Confederacy. See NDAR 10: 202, 685-86.

3. Continental Navy 36-gun frigate building at Salisbury, Mass., later named Alliance.

4. Capt. John Burroughs Hopkins, commander of the Continental Navy frigate Warren.

5. John Deshon, member of the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept.

6. Continental Navy sloop Sachem, Capt. James Robinson, commander, taken by H.M. frigate Perseus
on 5 Apr. 1777 near Cape Henlopen. NDAR 8: 277-78 and n; 9: 979, 980n.

7. Capt. William Burke, formerly commander of Washington’s Fleet schooner Warren.

8. Continental Navy frigate Providence, Capt. Abraham Whipple, commander.

JAMES WARREN TO JOHN LANGDON

Navy Board Eastern department

Sir Boston April 7" 1778
Your favour of the 28" Ult* is received,' I am fully Sensible of the disadvantage
of doing public business under the Circumstances you do, I wish it was in my power
to afford you any relief, or to Answer with any certainty the Several questions you
ask, That Congress intend you shall be Supplyed I have no doubt, but whether that
Supply will be Seasonable I am Unable to Say, I have always flattered myself with
prospects of Supplys equal to the business assigned us, but have hitherto been dis-
appointed & greatly Embarrassed, I can therefore only say it is at present Aetaaksy
wholly out of our power to Supply you with any even the Smallest sum, we have re-
peatedly wrote & represented the bad effects both to the Credit & Interest of the
Continent, by keeping us so Short of Money,? we have about a Month agoe wrote
very pressingly on this Subject, I hope this will produce the desired Effect, but the
Marine Com'"* dont Seem to be fully Imprest with an adequate Idea of the Extrava-
gance of the Times, & the Extensiveness of our departm®, I hope soon to be able to
give you more pleasing Acco®™ of our own Situation and am in the mean time [&c.]

J Warren—

L, Private Collection, Capt. J. G. M. Stone (Annapolis, Md., 1959). Addressed at foot: “Hon"* John Lang-
don Esq”” Docketed: “Letter from the/Navy Board/April 7" 1778.”

1. Not found.

2. See John Langdon to President of Congress, 3 Mar., NDAR 11: 494-95.

CAPTAIN BOYD PORTERFIELD, BRITISH ARMY, TO
LIEUTENANT GENERAL SIR HENRY CLINTON

Sir/ 7 April 1778

I have the Honor to inform your Excellency of the proceedings of the detach-
ment, under my Command from their leaving the Hook—*

The 5™ about 3 O’Clock in the morning, we weighed, and at 8 O’Clock, we an-
chored off Squam Inlet, after reconoitring the place from the Vessells, we landed at
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about one hundred yards distance from a Saltwork, on the left of the Inlet, which
we immediately destroyed.—

We then proceeded, and most compleately demolished, a very considerable
work on the right of the Inlet, which belonged to the Congress, and is said to have
cost Six thousand pounds; likewise some others contiguous, but of less conse-
quence.— after compleating the above, we re-embarked without opposition.—

The same day in the afternoon, we weighed and anchored off Shark. We landed
a reconoitring party to examine the Country, but the Wind coming to the Eastward
occasioned a very high Surf, and made it necessary in the opinion of Cap" Collins,?
to re-embark, as he apprehended it would encrease, and render it impracticable to
get the Boats off;— We immediately & with some difficulty re-embarked & proceeded
to the Hook—

The dispatch that was necessary in destroying the Works, prevented our taking
an exact account of everything;— but there was at least one hundred houses, each
containing from 8 to 10 Kettles and Boilers, (a great part of which were copper) for
the purpose of making salt.—

We also destroyed a large quantity of Beef and Bacon, mostly dried, & a great
deal of ready made salt.

We likewise destroyed a Sloop partly loaded with flour belonging to Boston & a
quantity of Grain, which we found on the Beach?®

For particulars I refer your Excellency to Cap" Robertson, of the 35™ Reg'— I
have the Honour to be [&c.]

Boyd Porterfield
Staaten Island [N.Y/] Cap" 71* Reg'
7™ April 1778— Highlanders

L, MiU-C, Sir Henry Clinton Papers, vol. 33, item 15. Docketed: “R? 8"/Report/Cap" Porterfield 71*
Reg"/of the proceedings of the/Detachment sent to destroy/the Salt Works at Squam./—dated 7™ April
1778 —"

1. That is, Sandy Hook, N.J. According to an account provided by Capt. Alexander Robertson, an of-
ficer who accompanied the raiders, the party consisted of 150 British troops, 40 Marines, and “Provincials,”
transported in three small boats. They were escorted by H.M. armed sloop George, Midn. Robert Lightbody,
commander, and H.M. frigate Fowey, Comdr. Henry Colins, commander. The New-York Gazelte and the Weekly
Mercury, 13 Apr. 1778.

2. That is, Comdr. Henry Colins, R.N. In his account, Robertson said that the raiders found and de-
stroyed at “Squam” [ Manasquan Inlet] not less than “One Hundred different Houses, in each of which
were from six to ten Coppers and Kettles, for the Purpose of boiling Salt.” Ibid.

3. For Ambrose Serle’s valuation of the salt works and supplies destroyed in the raid, see his journal
entry of this date, below. Robertson reported that the raiders destroyed “immense Quantities of Salt, Beef,
salted and dried Hams, Sides of Bacon, Flour, Corn and Hay.” The New-York Gazette and the Weekly Mercury,
13 Apr. 1778. In a letter to Gen. George Washington of 10 Apr. 1778, Col. Israel Shreve reported that the
British raiders “Burnt the Buildings belonging to the Works on that River [ Manasquan River], and Imme-
diately Imbarked, the Salt and pans were not Distroyed.” DLC, George Washington Papers, Series 4. See
also, Extract of a Letter from Kildare, Monmouth County, 9 Apr., below.

JOURNAL OF AMBROSE SERLE

[Extract]

[Sandy Hook, N.J.] TUESDAY, April 7th.
Two or three small armed Vessels, with Troops on board arrived last night from Egg
Harbor, where they had destroyed some Salt Works, erected by the Rebels, and other
Stores, to the Value of near £30,000, without the least Inconvenience.! Enterprizes
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on the Coast, by small Detachments, would annoy the Rebels exceedingly, and with
great Facility on our Part. . . .
Edward H. Tatum, Jr., ed., The American _Journal of Ambrose Serle, Secretary to Lord Howe, 17761778 (San
Marino, Ca.: The Huntington Library, 1940), 282-83.

1. For more on the British raid on American saltworks at Squan River Inlet, see Capt. Boyd Porterfield

to Lt. Gen. Henry Clinton, this date, above, and Extract of a Letter from Kildare, Monmouth County,
N.J., 9 Apr., below.

CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO CAPTAIN PIERRE LLANDAIS,
CONTINENTAL NAVY

Sir [ York, Pa.] April 7" 1778

It would give us much pleasure could we at this time comply with your wishes
by giving you a command in the Continental Navy, but it is entirely out of our power,
without neglecting several good Commanders who are already in Commission but
unemployed, and whose merit and former services we cannot over look. We are Sir
respectfully [&c.]"
LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fol. 138 (M332, roll 6). Addressed at top: “Captain Pierre
Landais.”

1. Despite what the committee wrote here, Landais did get a command. On 19 June, Congress ap-
pointed him captain of Continental Navy frigate Alliance, which was still under construction.

CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO AUGUSTIN LAWRENCE AND SAMUEL TUDER

[ York, Pa.] April. 7" 1778

Gentlemen We have directed the Continental Navy Board at Boston to apply
to you for the Sails belonging to the frigates which were destroyed in Hudsons River
& which are under your care,' as they will be wanted for some of the frigates in the
Eastern States, you will please to follow such directions as you shall receive from that
Board as to the forwarding of the Sails. We are Gentlemen [&c.]

LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fol. 137 (M332, roll 6). Addressed at top: “Mess™
Lawrence & Tudor/Poughkeepsie.”

1. See Continental Marine Committee to Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept., 6 Apr., above.
Continental frigates Congress and Monigomery had been burned in Oct. 1777 to prevent their capture.

CAPTAIN ANDREW SNAPE HAMOND, R.N., TO CAPTAIN JAMES FERGUSON, R.N.

Roebuck at Philadelphia
Dr Sir the 7™ April 1778.

I was extreemly concerned to learn by your Letter of the 5™ Instant, which I re-
ceived yesterday, that you have met with so much bad weather and been so unfortunate
as to have sprung your Mainmast. If it should prove too bad, to be rendered Serviceable
by fishing, the sooner You send me the Dimensions the better, as I may immediately set
about providing You with a new one.—' The four Hay Ships are arrived at the Town;—
I hope before this the rest of the Convoy with the Isis. are also arrived in the River.?

What can have become of the Admiral>—? It is impossible to express the anxiety
we are in on his account, as ten days have elapsed since his Lordship was off New-
York. I hope we shall find He has gone back thither, and that He is not all this time
beating about at Sea.
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The General* is somewhat disappointed at his Letters not having gone to Rhode
Island.— If you should leave the River before the Eagle comes in, You will be so good
as to leave the Letters onboard the Pearl with Captain Linzee.”

The Vulture (which I have stationed from the Brown to the Narrows) is in want
of Fuel.® I have therefore sent the Elk down to her with Coals, and a Supply also of
that Article for the Zebra at the Cape;—’ by that Conveyance you will receive this
Letter.

I have no News of any importance to Send You from hence;- the Fort at
Billingsport is now held by the Jersey Volunteers, under a Colonel Vandyke;® and as
the Country People daily come in, it seems to promise many advantages.

I have the honor to be [&c.]

AS Hamond.
LB, ViU, Hamond Papers, Letter Book (1778-1779). Addressed at bottom of the second page: “Capt™
Ferguson—Brune, at Wilmington [Del.]”

1. The problem with its mainmast did not incapacitate H.M. frigate Brune, which performed convoy
duty a short time later.

2. On the convoy of forage ships and victuallers escorted to Philadelphia by H.M.S. Isis, Capt. John
Raynor, commander, see NDAR 11: 787.

3. On the whereabouts of Vice Adm. Viscount Howe, see his letter to Secretary of the Admiralty Philip
Stephens, 23 Apr., below.

4. Gen. Sir William Howe.

5. H.M. frigate Pearl, Capt. John Linzee, commander; H.M.S. Eagle, Capt. Roger Curtis, commander,
was Viscount Howe’s flagship.

6. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Vulture, Comdr. James Feattus, commander, was patrolling an area
from the Brown Shoals, near the mouth of the Delaware River, to the Narrows, some twenty miles up the
river.

7. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Zebra, Comdr. John Orde, commander, was cruising near Cape Hen-
lopen.

8. The West Jersey Volunteers, raised in January 1778, numbered some 200 men and was commanded

by Maj. John Van Dyke. Philip R.N. Katcher, Encyclopedia of British, Provincial, and German Army Units 1775—
1783 (Harrisburg, Pa.: Stackpole Books, 1973), 102.

“PHILADELPHIA. TO THE PRINTER OF THE ROYAL PENNSYLVANIA GAZETTE.”

SIR, [7April 1778]!
THE gun boat mentioned to be taken by the Camilla and Pearl's boats, in your
paper of the 24th of March last, was taken as follows:

Lieut. Spry, commander of his Majesty’s galley, the Cornwallis, Mr. Bradfould
master, and twenty-two of the crew; Lieut. Bogue and ten marines belonging to
the Camilla,* and ten men belonging to the Pearl;* on the 18th of March last,
landed in two gun boats, a little above Red Lyon Creek, about four miles above
Reedy Point, on the Pennsylvania shore,* under cover of the gallies guns, marched
about three miles up into the country to the head of Red Lyon creek, there sur-
prised and took a rebel gun boat called the Fame, Joseph Wade commander,
mounting one four pounder, four swivels, and two wall pieces, manned with twelve
men. On the sight of the British seamen and marines on the top of a hill where
the boat lay under, the rebels hove overboard the swivels, wall pieces, and most of
the small arms, stove the boat with a shot, and made their escape over the creek,
not withstanding a heavy fire of small arms on them at the distance of about 150
yards.
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The boat was got safe down the creek; and brought along side the galley, to the
great credit of Mr. Bradfould, and the seamen left in charge of her.’
The Royal Pennsylvania Gazette (Philadelphia), Tuesday, April 7, 1778.
1. The date was taken from the date of the edition of The Royal Pennsylvania Gazette.
2. Lt. Thomas Bogue; H.M. frigate Camilla, Capt. Charles Phipps, commander.
3. H.M. frigate Pearl, Capt. John Linzee, commander.
4. Red Lion Creek is in Delaware.

5. For more on the capture of the Pennsylvania Navy armed boat Fame, see Master’s Journal of H.M.
galley Cornwallis, Lt. Thomas Spry, 18 Mar. 1778, NDAR 11: 692.

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE EMERALD, CAPTAIN BENJAMIN CALDWELL

[April 1778] Sowels Point SW, Back River Point
Tuesday 7 North, Old point Comfort West.
at 2 past 5 AM weigh’d & made Sail; at 8 AM anchored in Hamp-
ton Road without prize,' found riding here the S* Albans & 2 Vict-
uallers 10 AM employed bringing provisions onboard, Carp* &
arm®* empl® onboard the S Albansin making a machine for Steer-
ing the Virginia Frigate.?
Hampton Church NWBN, Old Point Comfort,
NEBN, Sowels Point SBW.
Ditto Wea* [Moderate Wea"] employed bringing Provisions on-
board, Moored Ship a Cable each way sent an anchor & Cable
onboard the Virginia, the Carp® & arm* emp® as before.
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/311.
1. Continental Navy frigate Virginia, Capt. James Nicholson, commander, captured on 31 Mar. 1778
after running aground near the entrance to Chesapeake Bay. NDAR 11: 848-49.
2. Virginia’s rudder broke off and was lost when the ship ran aground. Carpenters and armorers from

Emeraldworked on board St. Albansin constructing a substitute-finished on 11 April- to allow the captured
frigate to sail to New York.

JOURNAL OF THE VIRGINIA NAVY BOARD

[ Williamsburg] Tuesday the 7th day of April 1778.—
Present.
Mr Travis.—
Ordered that Captain Robert Tompkins deliver to Captain Richard Taylor the six,
six pounders with their apparatus belonging to the Henry Galley for the use of the
Ship Tartar—

Ordered that Mr John Rollinson, deliver to Captain Robert Tompkins three
four pounders in his possession belonging to the navy, for the use of the Henry
Galley.—

Ordered that Mr William Holt! deliver to Captain Celey Saunders sixty gallons of
Lintseed Oil, three barrels of pork, five ditto of Beef, four coil of two yarn spunyarn
one ditto of four inch rope three barrels of turpentine, three coil of two inch
cordage, three ditto of one and half inch ditto and two pound marline for the use
of the ship Tempest.—

DS, Vi, Navy Board Journal, p. 376.
1. Holt was the agent/contractor for the Virginia Navy on the James River. NDAR 5: 1220n.
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MINUTES OF THE GEORGIA EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Tuesday April 7" 1778 [Savannah]
The Board met
Present
His Honor the Governor [ John Houstoun]
Richard Wylly John Fulton
John Lindsay Charles Kent

WHEREAS it appears that there is reason to apprehend an attempt by Sea is in-
tended against the Town of Sunbury—Ordered that it be left to the discretion of the
Commanding Officer in Liberty County' whether to march the Militia with the Con-
tinental Troops,? or to keep them for the defence of Sunbury—

ORDERED That the said Commanding Officer draft a detachment sufficient to
Mann the Gallies® at Sunbury and that they go on board the same as Marines and
that the Commanding Officer of the Gallies* act in concert with the Officers of the
said Militia this order Nevertheless to be left to the discretion of the said Command-
ing Officer of Liberty County who being on the spot will be better enabled to judge
from circumstances

ORDERED That 12 9™ Cannon Shot be delivered out of the Arsenal for the use
of Sunbury
Revolutionary Records of Georgia 2: 72-73.

1. Col. John Baker.

2. Third and Fourth Georgia Continental Regiments commanded by Col. Samuel Elbert.

3. Georgia Navy galleys Congress, Capt. John Newdigate; Washington, Capt. John Hardy; Lee, Capt. John
Braddock; and Bulloch, Capt. Archibald Hatcher.

4. Commo. Oliver Bowen, Georgia Navy.

CAPITAINE DE VAISSEAU FRANCOIS, CHEVALIER DE LA LAURENCIE
TO GABRIEL DE SARTINE

Monseigneur

La Reparation faite au grand Mat de la tourterelle a eté achevée le 26. Mars. dés
le lendemain jappareillay du fort Royal pour aller croizer au Vent de la Martinique
dans I’esperance d’y Rencontrer une fregatte anglaise qui peu de jours auparavant
avait visité un batiment francais partie de brest le 16 fevrier. la ditte fregatte se lenvit
au Milieu du Canal Courant ses bordées de la pte. des salines a celle la plus au Vent
de S* Lucie, avait arboré pavillon blanc. dans la Confiance que cetait une fregatte
francaise le Capitaine s’en etait approché, langlais lavait fait Visiter; comme il Netait
chargé que deffets pour le Roy on le laissa passer.

Le 29 sur les dix heures du Matin j’eus Connaissance d’un brick qui M’aperce-
vant prit chasse sans Mettre de pavillon. je le suivis sans pouvoir satteindre, quoique
Ma fregatte eut une superio[ri]té de Marche il doubler la p* des salines de deux
bord avant Moy et daprés sa Manoeuvre je lay jugé corsaire Royaliste.

Le 30. apres Midy je Rencontray le V** La prothee, et la fregatte la blanche. jenvoyay
prendre les ordres de M™ Le commandeur de dampierre, qui Menjoignit de venir
prendre un Convois a s' pierre. je My suis Rendus le 31. et Mon depart pour le de-
bouquement fut fixé au 3. de ce Mois Conformament a la demande qui Men fut faite
par le Commerce.



54 AMERICAN THEATER

pendant les deux jours que jay Resté a s pierre, il Me été parlé asses ouvertement
du Convois (par les differentes question qui mont eté faite, je juge qu’on désirait
penetrer quel pouvait étre la Conduitte que je projettais tenir Relativement aux ba-
timens angloamericains qui profiterais de Mon escorte) le S* bergame' depute du
congrés dans Cette colonie sest un peu ouvert. il est venu Me voir Me demander pro-
tection pour les Navires Insurgens Ma Reponse a été que jappareilleray a huit heures
du Matin, que tous les batimens qui sortiraient sous pavillon francais fixeraient Mon
attention, que je Ne Négligerais Rien pour Les Conserver. il me demandé de les de-
fendre contre les V*** de guerre anglais (je luy ay dit que surement ils Ne seraint pas
attaqué si je Ne Rencontrais que des forces egalle a celles que javais, Mais que je Nen-
gagerais point daffaire si je Me trouve inferieur; cela Na pas part le sastisfaire) il Ma
demande des Signaux je luy Refusé, il a en Recour a Mr. le Marquis de boiiillé qu
Men a parlé, jay crii devoir Rendre a ce general les Raisons qui Me faisais agir ainsy.
des signaux sont des [illeg.] qui peuvent Constater une protection trop ouverte, em-
barasser les Ministres du Roy, et Me compromettre beaucoup. Le sieur bergame a
demandé qu’on se séparat du Convois la Nuit platot que le jour, jay Representé au
general que la separation de jour Me paraissait plus Convenable quil y avait tout a
gagner pour les capitaine de la flotte. quils seraient escorté au Moins jusqua lendroit
fixé; que de jour Restant en panne jusquau [Moment?] ou je Ne les decouvoirerais
par du haut des Mats, ils aurent la facilité de se Replier sur Ma fregatte en cas de
[illeg.] dennemis.

Le S* bergames Ma ecrit au Moment de Mon depart pour Me Recommender
un batteau chargé d’efféts important pour larmée de Wassinnton, jay Repondu quil
Navait que Me tenir de pres, que je le ferais observer, et que la Nuit pour la com-
modité des diferens capitaines jaurais des feux allumé.

jay délivré des signaux a cinq batiment francais allant a bordeaux et a Nantes,
Mon convois est de dix Neuf; C’est de quatorze angloamericains.? il est possible
quune si grande quantité Reunis sous I'escort dune seule frégatte occasionne
quelque d’ostilité; Mais on Ne Me Reprochera pas davoir compromettre le Minis-
terre, Ny le pavillon du Roy.

permettez Moy Monseigneur qu’en vous assurant du désir sincere de Meriter
votre confiance, je vous démande quelques éclairissements sur la Conduitte que jau-
ray a tener par la suitte. je puis vous assurer de la plus grande disgretion. Les instruc-
tions donné jusqu’a present Relativement aux Convois se borne a escorter jusqu’a
Vint cinq lieues d’antigues, M™ de botiillé et de dampierre scavent qu’il y a des an-
gloamericains dans tous les Convois, le premier Regarde comme interressant de les
protéger. Mais le Nombre saugmentent, cela devient embarassant quand il faut
passer de pres devant la dominigue, et antigue.

Le Commerce parait tres péné de la prise d’un batiment Nantais arrété par un
petit corsaire Royaliste a 30 lieues dantigue. M" de boiiillé 4 envoyé le Réclamer, je
doubte quil soit Rendu le Navire a eté Reconnu étre une prise anglaise acheté en
france et le capitaine avait Negligé de se Munir de suite de propriété formalité Nec-
essaire selon les loix anglaise.

Larmée insurgente Manque de tout. un capitaine du Convois qui Commande
un petit batteau francais a deposé avoir fait 26500" dun objet qui luy en avait couté
trente cing. il luy fut permis de vendre pupliquement, il est si satisfait de cette fortune
quil hazarde un second voyage. il a preté une partie de son argent aux congrés a six
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pour cent.

il y a bien des corsaires Rassemblés dans le port de s" pierre sans entrer dans les
Vues politiques du gouvernement je Ne puis connaitre quel peut etre lavantage de
les Reunir en si grand Nombre dans la Ville principale, en perspective a tout ce qui
entre ou sort du canal, un acte dostillité commis par une Ville aussy Riche occasion-
erait bien du Mal aux habitans et sa baye est peu défendue, il Me semble quil serait
possible de leurs donner les Memes secours en leurs fixant un lieu plus fermé.

Le 1°* du Mois un corsaire préparant des artifices la pipe a sa bouche fit sauter
la dunette de son Navire, lexplosion fut assés considérable, quatre hommes ont été
brilé. sans la chaloupe de letourdi et 1a Mienne le feu se communiquait dans les v
a la Rade.

un batiment anglais pris et conduit a la Martinique apreés une traversee de vint
deux jours, a déposé qua son départ [de] gibraltar on y Repandait que les generaux
howe devient Recevoir ord[7]e de Rembarquer leurs troupes, et de se [passer ?] sur
Nos Colonies.

en général il parait qu'on 4 pas une grande Confiance aux opérations de M*
Wassington ? selon le Rapport de quelques personne arrivés depuis peu de la Nou-
velle angleterre. il y a de la division dans ’armee; Mais personne Ne donne de détail
circumstancée.

Nous Navons Rien Rencontré sous la dominique, a la guadeloupe. Nous avons
en du Cable pendent vint quatre heures. le convois sest dispersé, et ce Nest pas sans
peine, et patience que je [illeg.] venu a bout de le Rassembler.

il y a deux batimens, un francais, et un americaine qui ont jointes le convois
sous la guadelouppe.

jay trouvé la diligente sous Voille a la basse terre,” jay prié M" duchilliau* de predre
la quetie du convois jusqu’a ce que Nous fussion depassé antigue; il était tres possible
que tous les batimens Nauray pu doubler Monsérd, et leurs position eut été facheuse.
Mr. duchilliau me été dun grand secour. j’ay lhonneur detre [&c.]

Le ch®* de la laurencie
a bord de la tourterelle par
la lattitude de 18. d 20. M.
longitude 64 d. 30 M.
ce 7 avril 1778.

en passant devant antigue Nous avons aperceu deux frégattes et un V**
Motiillé dans le port s' jean. un batteau avec pavillon et flamme anglaise a elongé
tous les batimens du convois, il était armé de six cannons et de quatre vint a quatre
vent dix hommes. en passant pres le batimen le plus de la queue, il luy a dit que
dans la Nuit il comptait le prendre duchilliau la chassé, dans la Nuit il 4 cherché a
penetrer dans le convois la diligente luy a envoyé un coup de Canons.”

[Translation]
On board la Tourterelle, 7 April 1778
My Lord

Repairs to the mainmast of la Tourterelle were completed on 26 March. On the
very next day I was under way from Fort Royal to go on a cruise to windward of Mar-
tinique, in the hope of meeting an English frigate that a few days earlier had exam-
ined a French ship that departed Brest on 15 February. I sighted said frigate in the
middle of the channel tacking from the Pointe des Salines to the most windward
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point of Saint Lucia; it had hoisted a white flag. Confident that it was a French frigate,
the shipmaster approached it. The Englishman had it searched; as it was loaded only
with articles for the King, it was allowed to pass.

On the 29" about ten in the morning I perceived a brig, which, sighting me,
gave chase without raising any flag; I followed him but could not reach him despite
the superior speed of my frigate. He rounded the Pointe des Salines two tacks ahead
of me, and judging from his maneuver it was a Royalist privateer.

On the afternoon of the 30™ I met the ship of the line Protée and the frigate
Blanche. I sent for Commander de Dampierre’s orders, who bid me come to St. Pierre
to take a convoy. I went on the 31* and my departure for passing the narrows was set
for the 3™ of this month in conformity with the request made to me by the shippers.

During the two days I remained at St. Pierre I was spoken to very openly about the
convoy: Judging by the various questions asked of me, there was a desire to penetrate
what might be the conductI planned to take regarding the English American ships which
would take advantage of my escort. Mr. Bingham,' Congress’s agent in this colony, was
somewhat open. He came to see me to request protection for the insurgent ships. My
answer was that I would be under way at eight o’clock in the morning; that all the ships
going out under the French flag would hold my attention, and that I would neglect noth-
ing to preserve them. He requested that I protect them against English warships. I said
to him that surely they would not be attacked if I were to meet only forces equal to those
I had, but that I would not initiate anything if I were the weaker force. That did not ap-
pear to satisfy him. He asked me for the signals, which I refused him. He resorted to the
Marquis de Bouillé, who spoke to me about it. I believed in giving this General the rea-
sons for acting as I did. Signals are evidence that can prove a too-open protection, em-
barrassing the King’s Ministers, and compromising me greatly. Mr. Bingham requested
that they separate from the convoy at night rather than by day; I told the General that
separation in daylight hours seemed more fitting; that there was everything to benefit
the convoy’s captains, and they would be escorted at least as far as the predetermined
location; that by day, being hove to until I could no longer sight them from the top of
the masts, they would be able to fall back on my frigate in case an enemy approached.

Mr. Bingham wrote me when I departed to assure the safety of a ship loaded
with considerable articles for Washington’s Army; I answered that it need only keep
close to me, that I would have it watched, and that at night I would have the lamps
lighted for the convenience of the various captains.

I have delivered signals to five French ships going to Bordeaux and Nantes. My
convoy will have nineteen: Fourteen will be English American.? It is possible that
such a large number assembled under escort of a single frigate will cause some act
of hostility, but I shall not be reproached for having compromised the Ministry, nor
the King’s ensign.

Permit me, My Lord, while assuring you of a sincere desire to deserve your con-
fidence, to ask for clarification on the conduct I should follow in the future. I can
assure you of the greatest discretion. The instructions given me up to the present
regarding convoys are limited to escorting out to twenty-five leagues from Antigua.
Messrs. de Bouillé and de Dampierre know that there are English Americans in all
the convoys; the former considers it of concern to protect them. But their number
is increasing, that becomes embarrassing when one must pass close to Dominica and
Antigua.
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Merchant shippers appear to be very hurt by the capture of a ship from Nantes
taken by a small Royalist privateer 30 leagues off Antigua. M. de Bouillé has sent to
reclaim it; I doubt that it will be returned; the ship was recognized as an English
prize bought in France, and its master neglected to furnish himself with the deed of
ownership, a formality required by English law.

The insurgent Army lacks everything. A convoy captain who is master of a small
French ship stated under oath that he earned 26,500 livres tournois from an article
for which he paid thirty-five. He was allowed to sell it publicly, and he is so satisfied
with this fortune that he will risk another voyage. He lent part of his money to the
Congress at six percent.

There are many privateers present in the port of St. Pierre. Without discussing
the political views of the government, I could not learn what advantage there may
be in assembling them in such numbers in the chief city, in view of all who enter and
depart the channel. A hostile act committed by such a wealthy city would cause its
residents harm, and its bay is little defended. It seems to me that the same help could
be given them by designating a less visible place.

On the first of the month a privateersman preparing some explosives while
smoking a pipe blasted the poop of his ship.

The explosion was rather powerful; four men were burned. Without the Etour-
die’s longboat and mine, the fire would have spread to the ships in the roadstead.

From a captured English ship taken to Martinique after a passage of twenty-two
days it was stated under oath that upon departing from Gibraltar it was being said
that General Sir William Howe were to receive orders to re-embark their troops and
invade our colonies.

In general it seems that there is not much confidence in Washington’s opera-
tions. According to report of several persons recently arrived from New England,
there is dissension in the army, but nobody gives specific details.

We met nothing near Dominica. At Guadeloupe we were forced to lie to for
twenty-four hours. The convoy became scattered, and with some difficulty and pa-
tience I succeeded in reassembling it.

Two ships, one French and one American, joined the convoy near Guadeloupe.

I found the Diligente under sail off Basse Terre.® I asked M. duchilleau* to bring
up the rear of the convoy until we were beyond Antigua; it was quite possible that all
the ships would not have been able to round Montserrat and their position would
have been uneasy. M. duchilleau was a great help to me. I have the honor of being
[&c.]

The Chevalier de la laurencie
On board la Tourterelle in
Latitude 18° 20 [N]
Longitude 64° 30 [W]

While passing before Antigua we sighted two frigates and one ship of the line
moored in the port of St. John, a vessel with an English ensign and commissioning
pennant skirted all the ships in the convoy; it had six guns and 80 to 90 men.
Passing close to the rearmost ship, it said to it that during the night it expected to
be chased by Duchilleau; in the night it tried to penetrate the convoy, the Diligente
gave it a cannon shot.”
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L, FrPAN, Marine B* 140, fols. 83—-84. Notations: “A bord de la Tourterellele 7 avril 1778./M Le Che de la
Laurencie.”

1. Continental agent William Bingham at St. Pierre, Martinique.

2. “On the third [of April], I sailed with 21 Vessels, 15 of which were Insurgents and 6 French.” “Ex-
trait du Journal de la campaigne Le Tourterelle,” FrPNA, Marine B* 140, fol. 88.

3. That is, Basse Terre, Guadeloupe.

4. French Navy frigate Diligente, Lieutenant de vaisseau Charles-Louis, Vicomte Du Chilleau de La
Roche, commander, joined the convoy on 6 Apr. Ibid.

5. On 7 Apr., with no strange vessels in sight, the French Navy escorts left the convoy at 18° 4" N, 65°
W, that is, near the Danish West Indian island of St. Thomas.

VICE ADMIRAL JAMES YOUNG TO SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY PHILIP STEPHENS

[Extract]
Sir Antigua 7™ April 1778.

. ... His Majestys Ship Yarmouth being much Shattered by the Blowing up of
the Randolph Privateer;' and wanting greater repairs than We can Conveniently give
Her at this Yard; I propose sending Her to England, (accompanyed by the Shark
and Comet Sloops)? with the first Convoy from these Islands, which I have appointed
to Sail from S* Christophers the 30" April Instant.—° His Maj: Ship Phenix being
now refitted* (and from Capt Colpoys report nothing to be immediately appre-
hended from the Dutch Squadron)® I shall forthwith send Her back to America to
join Lord Howe.

The Port Antonio Naval Store Ship William M¢Cullock Master, arrived at Eng-
lish Harbour the 1% Instant and shall be discharged as soon as possible. Please
likewise to acquaint their Lordships I am still apprehensive there will be a want
of Provisions for the necessary supply of the Kings Ships employed in these Seas;
The Agents for the Victualing not having received by the present Convoy more
than two Months Supply of Bread, for the Squadron, they say, more was Shipped
in England, but the Vessels having it on board had the misfortune (with several
others) not to join the late Convoy in time, but are soon expected to arrive here.’
I am Sir [&c.]

Jam® Young
UKLPR, Adm. 1/310. Addressed at foot of first page: “Philip Stephens Esq".” Docketed at the top of first
page: “(N* 3) /Rec® 22 May.” There is a note in Stephens’ hand at the bottom of the second page of the
letter that reads: “Orig' sent-/Weym™ herewith/as annex to his/Letter of the—.” Thomas Thynne, 2nd
Viscount Weymouth, was the Secretary of State for the Southern Department.

1. On the explosion of Continental frigate Randolph, Capt. Nicholas Biddle, commander, during
an engagement with H.M.S. Yarmouth, Capt. Nicholas Vincent, commander, see NDAR 11: 576, 1175~
717.

2. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Shark, Comdr. John Chapman, commander, and H.M. ship-rigged
sloop-of-war Comet, Comdr. William Peacock, commander.

3. Young later pushed back the sailing date of the convoy escorted by H.M.S. Yarmouth to 2 May.
Young to Stephens, 27 Apr. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/310.

4. H.M. frigate Phoenix, Capt. Hyde Parker, Jr., commander, had been damaged in a storm.

5. Capt. John Colpoys, commander of H.M. frigate Seaford, scouted Vice Adm. Graaf Lodewijk van
Bylandt’s Dutch Navy squadron that had arrived at St. Eustatius in Mar. 1778. For the report, see Colpoys
to Young, 31 Mar. 1778, NDAR 11: 852-53.

6. In a letter to Stephens of 18 July 1778, Rear Adm. Samuel Barrington, Young’s successor as com-
mander of the Leeward Islands Station, complained of the continuing shortage of provisions, noting that
for some time the ships assigned to that station had been “supplied with Rice in lieu of Bread which
cannot but be prejudicial to the health of the Seamen.” Barrington blamed the contractors for the short-
ages. UKLPR, Adm. 1/310.
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April 8

JOHN BRADFORD TO CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE

Hon"* Gentlemen, Boston 8 April 1778
I herewith transmit to the honble Board an Inventory of Goods' deliver’d Me
by Cap" Hopkins,? being the Continental Part after an equal Division of the whole,
I wish I could give the agreeable Intelligence of the Arrival of either of the Prizes,’
but we have not heard from them, tho a few Days ago we find they were not at Rhode-
Island, the Winds & Weather being very unfavourable for a long Time past, We Still
expect them. The Brig Dispatch is, I hope, at her Port,* having had a fine time for
several Days after sailing. we yesterday heard of Cap" Chews’ Death, who died bravely
fighting a Ship of twenty six Pound Cannon,® his Brig was arrivid at Martinico in a
shatter’d Condition the particulars you’ll have no Doubt from the Board—7last Ev'n-
ing came to Town Cap" Adams® who was Master of the Lynch Pacquet which I sent to
France. he arriv’d in the Raleigh® 6th Ins" at Portsmouth, and says, that on the 6th
last month being about eighty leagues from Antigua in Company with the Alfred"’
they fell in with two British Cruisers one a 24,'"" the other an 18 Gun Sloop,'? that
the Alfred was attack’d by the smallest, & the other went to her Assistance at which
the Alfred being engag’d with both bore away & gallantly supported a running Fight
with the two, however she was obliged to strike after doing great honour to his
Colours. Cap" Adams was a Witness to this Matter tho at the same time the Raleigh
took no Part in the Action." yours &c
JB

LB, DLC, John Bradford Letter Books, vol. 2, pp. 121-22. Addressed at top: “The Hon"* Marine Board.”
Bradford was Continental Agent for Massachusetts.

1. This refers to 120 bales of duck and osnaburg Capt. John Burroughs Hopkins took out of the prize
Neptune at sea. See NDAR 11: 653, 782.

2. Hopkins commanded the Continental Navy frigate Warren.

3. The prizes were ship Neptune, J. Smallwood, master, and snow Robert, James Hall, master. Neptune
was recaptured by H.M. frigate Orpheus on 26 Mar. Howe’s Prize List, 30 Oct. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488,
fols. 486-87.

4. Continental packet brigantine Dispatch, Lt. John Brown, Continental Navy, commander, had been
ordered on 16 Mar. to Charleston, S.C., by Bradford. See NDAR 11: 653-54.

5. Capt. Samuel Chew, commanding Continental Navy brigantine Resistance.

6. H.M. Post Office packet boat Grenuville, Capt. William Kempthorne. For more on this engagement,
see NDAR11: 810-11.

7. Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Department.

8. Capt. John Adams.

9. Continental Navy frigate Raleigh, Capt. Thomas Thompson, commander.

10. Continental Navy ship Alfred, Capt. Elisha Hinman, commander.

11. H.M. frigate Ariadne, Capt. Thomas Pringle, commander.

12. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Ceres, Comdr. James Richard Dacres, commander.

13. The Continental Marine Committee replied to Bradford on 28 Apr., below. For more on this ac-
tion, see NDAR 11: 575, 708.

JOHN BRADFORD TO NATHANIEL SHAW, JR.

Sir Boston 8" Apr 1778
Y favt of the 29 ulti> is before me' I have seen Colo. Sears? on that business

who tells me, if he Remembers Right Cap" Lamb? inform’d him that the Goods on

publick Account Occupied the whole of the hold, which was a Motive for Giving his
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Opinion as he did, ButI told M" Sears that the Brig was floor’d with Molasses & Rum

the Navy board* thought Cap* Lambs demand very Extraordinary and Supposed
You would not pay it

The Memo™ you inclosed was an Exact schedule of her Cargo dld me, saving
an Error in the Musquet Balls. each box weighed one hundred w*, therefore there
was but three tuns. a Box the Cap" made use of for the Brigs use, and must be
Charged. I weighed the powed [ powder] it turned out [ six]® tons twelve hundred Net
weight. I think Cap" Lamb told me he used a few four pounds Shot. Colo Sears has
promised he will see Waters® again on this Occasion when You shall hear from me
in the Interim I am Sir [&c.]

Jn° Bradford

I heartily deplore the Death of poor Cap* Chew!” in him his Country has lost a
Gentleman & a Brave officer, and his Acquaintance a Social Companion he did
honor to himself & to the Colours he fought under in his last moments.
L, CtY, Nathaniel and Thomas Shaw Papers, packet 27, no. 1689. Addressed on cover: “To Nathaniel Shaw
Jun: Esq"/Continental Agent/at/New London.” Addressed below close: “Nath" Shaw Jun® Esq™ Docketed:
“John Bradfords/Letter/Apr' 8 1778.”

1. Shaw wrote Bradford on 29 Mar. inquiring why freight charges were so high for the gunpowder,
lead balls, and arms imported on Continental account in the brigantine Favourite, John Lamb, master.
CtY, Nathaniel and Thomas Shaw Papers, Letter Book (Jan. 1775—July 1782).

2. Isaac Sears, merchant at Boston.

3. Capt. John Lamb.

4. Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept.

5. The letter is torn here and “six” is supplied from the copy in the John Bradford Letter Book, vol.
2, p. 284.

6. Josiah Waters, merchant at Boston. For more on the weight of the gunpowder casks, see Waters to
Nathaniel Shaw, Jr., 8 Apr., below.

7. Capt. Samuel Chew, commanding Continental Navy brigantine Resistance, was killed in an engage-
ment on 4 Mar. with H.M. Post Office packet boat Grenville, Capt. William Kempthorne, commander.

JosiAH WATERS TO NATHANIEL SHAW, JR.

[Extract]
Dear Sir Boston April 8. 1778

Your favor of the 2¢ instant I rec? p* Cap' Allen. . . .

Yesterday came into this Port a Cap' Smith in 25 days from Martinico, he
Brought a Letter from W™ Leeds 1* Lieu® of the Resistance' dated S* Pierre’s Mar-
tinico 10 March, the Contents of which though truly disagreeable I will Endeavor
to give you, he Informs the Navy Board,? that soon after they saild from Martinico
they fell in with a Letter of Marque Ship Mounting 20 Six & 9 pdrs,’ which they at-
tackt,? when our friend Cap' Chew® was the first who fell. he with I think three others
were kill’d instantly,® Cap' Leeds receivd a Shot in his Shoulder & several others
were wounded—Cap' Leeds’s Wound obliged him to go below, where M* Geo’
Champlin” had been confined with severe Sickness of which he died two days after
the Engagement—

From this Situation of affairs the Brig at the Same time having suffer’d Consid-
erably twas thought best to leave the Ship, which they did, having before taken a
Sloop & a Schooner—M" Leeds’s Situation was such that he intimates his apprehen-
sion of not returning in the Resistance he speaks very highly of the spirited Conduct
of the Crew—
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The Relation I had from Cap' Smith above mentiond, was, that the Resistance
bore down upon the Ship, with design I suppose to board her, when Cap' Chew siting
upon the Quarter deck tying a Handcherchief about his head and demanding an
imediate Surrender (for it seems the Vessells were so nigh eaeh-other as to sheutat
talk with each other) receivd a Shot from her Tops which immediately put an end to
his Existance I most sincerely Condole with his Family & Friends this unexpected
Loss—I am D Sir [&c.]

J Waters
P S. One misfortune after another, However it does not become an American to
be disheartned—The Raleigh® is Arrived at Portsm® with the disagreeable Informa-
tion that, on the 9™ of March (I think it was) the Alfred was taken by two British
Cruizers—?

You will give me leave (though I am not requested to do it) to inform you that
I saw the Casks of Powder lately taken out of the Brig’t Favouriteand really suppose
their size were such as would have containd from 40 to 50 Gallons Each, mostly,
which may account for their Cont$ so large a Quantity of Powder as was intimated by
Cap' Lamb'

L, GtINLHi, Nathaniel and Thomas Shaw Letters and Papers, Portfolio 21. Addressed on cover: “Nathaniel
Shaw Jun* Esq"/Merch*/New London.” Docketed: “Josiah Waters/Letter/April 8 1778.”

1. Continental Navy brigantine Resistance, Capt. Samuel Chew, commander.

2. Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept.

3. H.M. Post Office packet boat Grenville, Capt. William Kempthorne, commander.

4. For more on the engagement of 4 Mar., see NDAR 11: 810-11.

5. Capt. Samuel Chew, Continental Navy.

6. Another report of Lt. Leeds’s letter of 10 or 11 Mar. from Martinique states that 12 of the Resistance’s
crew were wounded. The Connecticut Gazette; and Universal Intelligencer (New London), 17 Apr. 1778.

7. Lt. George Champlin, Continental Navy.

8. Continental Navy frigate Raleigh, Capt. Thomas Thompson, commander.

9. Continental Navy ship Alfred was captured by H.M. frigate Ariadne, Capt. Thomas Pringle, com-

mander, and H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Ceres, Comdr. James R. Dacres, commander.
10. Capt. John Lamb.

MILLER & TRACY TO COLONEL JEREMIAH WADSWORTH

[Extract]
D S¢ Boston April 8™ 1778
Agreable to your Desire have made Application To Colo. Sargent' for your share
of The Goods in the Lady Gage,?® he at first told me they were Determin’d to sell the
whole at Chalk due, that is a Newfangled name for Vendue, but they have since Con-
cluded To, Divide such Articles as would handily be divided & sell the ship & The
Remainder at Chalkdue, have Rec’d for you As P Memorandom Anex’d am still to
Receive half a Pipe of Madeira, which is said to be very Good one Box Claret Mark’d
Lord How & one Box Citrons, Shall agreable to your Directions To M* Miller em-
brace the first oppertunity to send them into the Country. They ask for the Wine
Bro" in this prize Fifty Shillings P* Gallon, but I believe none has been sold for that.
The Maderia is of a good Quality but The most of it new, I don’t think it at Present
cou’d be sold for more than Forty Shilling P* Gallon, There is at present more Wine
than money here, Fre-Guinea-Ship by a Vessle That arriv’d yesterday from Martinico
we have an acc* That the Cumberland® had Taken three more prizes, one of which
was a Vessle® from Belfast her Cargo not known, sent here, but not yet ariv’d another
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from Ireland with provisions had got into Martineco, the Other had arriv’d at Do-
minico,” The Guinea Ship Sail’d from Martinico bound here,® about the same time
the Sloop did, in Company with The Gen" Lincoln privateer,” but neither has yet
arriv’d. The Ship had in about Thirty Hogsheads Molosses & Forty Hogsheads Rum,
so much for Privateering.

But I have now a Disagreable aco" to give you I saw a Letter from Cap" Leeds®
Dated at Martineco who was an Officer with Capt™ Sam" Chew, he Informs that Capt™
Chew was kill’d on the fourth of March in Attempting to Board A Ship mounted
with Twenty 6 & 9 pounders’ That Several more of The Officers were wounded and
the Brig" Oblidg’d to Shire off had got her into Martineco That, George Champlin'’
died after her arival there, & himself is badly wounded; The Rawleigh Frigate'' is
arriv’d at Portsmouth & brings an acc" of the Alfreds' being taken near Madeira.

Hope before this something new has taken Place in The Commiss* Depart-
ment or I know not what will become of us, We are Oblidg’d to Refuse Salt, Salted
provis* & many other things that is much wanted for the Army for want of Cash,
almost every Day, There is not more than three weeks Allowance of flour here &
we cannot buy though we have been Offer’d several parcels for want of Cash. . . .I
am D" S* [&c.]

Jared Tracey

Receiv’d From Colo. Sargent
1 Pipe Madeira wine 146 G* 6 out
1 Butt d° 145 G*-3 out
3 Boxes Clarret 3 dz each
1 Kegg Gin 6 Gallons
7" or thereabouts Green Tea
L, CtHi, Jeremiah Wadsworth Papers. Addressed on cover: “To/Jeremiah Wadsworth Esq"/At/¥Yesk
town/Penstvanta/ Camp.” Addressed below close: “Jeremiah Wadsworth Esq"” Docketed: “Miller & Tracy
Letter/April 8™ 1778.” Wadsworth became Commissary General of Purchases for the army on 8 Apr. 1778.

1. Paul Dudley Sargent, merchant at Boston, and part-owner of Massachusetts privateer ship Cumberland.

2. Ship Lady Gage, Joseph Royal Loring, master, captured by Massachusetts privateer ship Cumberland.
See NDAR 11: 159, 842.

3. Massachusetts privateer ship Cumberland, James Collins, master, which mounted 20 guns.

4. Brig Lord Dungannon, Charles Kirby, master, from Belfast and Cork bound to Antigua. For more
on this capture, see Journal of H.M. frigate Blonde, 6 Apr., above.

5. That is, French Saint-Domingue.

6. This unidentified Guineaman was a prize of the privateer Cumberland. See NDAR 11: 301.

7. Massachusetts privateer schooner General Lincoln, John Margeson, master, mounting 10 guns.
Margeson held the rank of lieutenant in the Continental Navy.

8. Lt. William Leeds, Continental Navy, first lieutenant of Continental Navy brigantine Resistance.

9. H.M. Post Office packet boat Grenville, Capt. William Kempthorne, commander. For more on this
engagement, see NDAR 11: 810-11.

10. Lt. George Champlin, Continental Navy, second lieutenant of brigantine Resistance.

11. Continental Navy frigate Raleigh, Capt. Thomas Thompson, commander.

12. Continental Navy ship Alfred, Capt. Elisha Hinman, commander. For more on the capture, see
NDAR11: 575, 708.

LiBELS FILED IN CONNECTICUT MARITIME COURT FOR NEW LONDON COUNTY

County of New-London. State of CONNECTICUT, ss.
To whom it may concern

Know ye, that Libels are filed before the Honorable Richard Law, Esq; Judge of the

Maritime Court for the County aforesaid, in Favour of Dudley Saltonstall, Esq: Com-
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mander of the armed Ship Trumbull,' against the Sloop Industry, Casey, late Mas-
ter; against the Two Mast Boat , Joseph Vail, late Master; against the Two Mast
Boat s Fordham, late Master; against a small Boat & their several Cargoes;
also against a Parcel of Goods and Merchandize, found on the 19th of Feb. 1778.—
Also one other Libel in Favour of Capt. John Kerr,? Commander of the armed
Schooner Mifflin,* against the Sloop Dory, Thomas Nye, late Master, and her Cargo.—
All which Vessels, Boats, Goods and Merchandize were taken as it is said, for Breach
of the Laws of Trade, and brought into the County aforesaid.— For the Trial of the
Justice of said Captures, the Maritime Court for the County aforesaid will be held in
New-London, in the County aforesaid, on the 29th Day of Instant April, at 2 0’Clock
Afternoon, of which all Persons claiming Property therein are to take due Notice
and Govern themselves accordingly.
Per Order,
WINT. SALTONSTALL, Register.
April 8, 1778.
Connecticut Gazette; and the Universal Intelligencer (New London), 10 Apr. 1778.
1. Continental Navy frigate Trumbull, in the Connecticut River.

2. Lt. John Kerr, Continental Navy.
3. Continental Navy schooner Mifflin.

CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD OF THE MIDDLE DEPARTMENT TO CAPTAIN JOHN ASHMEAD

“To JOHN ASHMEAD, EsQ.: “CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD,

BORDENTOWN [N.].], April 8th, 1778.
“Sir: Whereas, it is probable that the Enemy may make an Excursion in order to
destroy, or take possession of, the Shipping at this Place, you are therefore hereby
directed to prepare for sinking the Mercury Packet under your command;' you are
to find immediately some suitable Place for the Purpose, and remove here there,
and, when she is emptied, have two Holes bored through her Bottom, and Plugs in-
serted, so that in case of alarm, the Plugs being drawn, she may sink forthwith. It will
be convenient to have the Plugs very long, and secret Marcks made by which they
may be easily directed to the Holes in case we should have an opportunity of raising

her again. Trusting to your Diligence and Discretion in conducting this Business,

“We are your friends,
“FrAS. HOPKINSON.”

The Historical Magazine, 1st ser., vol. 3, no. 7 (1859): 202.
1. Continental packet brig Mercury.

THE PENNSYLVANIA PACKET, OR THE GENERAL ADVERTISER (LANCASTER),
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 8, 1778

We hear from Lewistown, that on Sunday the 22d instant, at two o’clock in the
morning, an English tender belonging to the Roebuck,! mounting eight carriage guns
and four swivels, with twenty-one men on board, ran ashore at Cape Henlopen; it
being in the night, she was not discovered by the guards until day, before which time
the crew had set her on fire and left her (the guns can only be saved). When the
crew was first discovered, they were paraded on the beach, and surrendered them-
selves prisoners of war on firing one musket.
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The next morning (being the 23d) a schooner called the Reed, and formerly be-
longing to Wilmington, mounting eight carriage guns and four swivels, James Don-
avan, Master, from St. Christophers bound to Philadelphia, with sugar and limes,
consigned to Tench Cox, Merchant, also ran on shore at the Cape: The crew, con-
sisting of eleven white-men and one Negro, surrendered themselves prisoners. The
sugar, together with the rigging and sails, are saved.

The prisoners, being the crews of both vessels, amounting to thirty-three in num-
ber, are sent under guard to Dover, on their way to General Smallwood’s head quar-
ters at Wilmington?®. . . .

1. H.M. frigate Roebuck, Capt. Andrew S. Hamond, commander.
2. Brig. Gen. William Smallwood commanded the American Continental forces in Delaware.

CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO THE CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD OF THE MIDDLE
DEPARTMENT

Gentlemen [ York, Pa.] April 8" 1778

Agreeable to your application in your letter of the 21% of February last,' we en-
close A Warrant on the Loan office of the State of New Jersey for Eleven thousand
Dollars to enable you to pay M" Taylor for the shot he furnished for the use of the
Navy. We shall now answer the queries you presented for our consideration in that
Letter.—
first. We have already ordered the Paymaster? to remove his Office to Baltimore when
your Board removes to that place
2% We would by all means have the Commissarys Store at Bordenton immediately
broke up. Congress has resolved that no Rations or Subsistance Money shall be al-
lowed to any officers but such as are in Actual Service—inclosed is the Resolve dated
the 20 March last.?
3rd We would have you examine the Accounts of your clerk and Treasurer yourselves,
and appoint or nominate a New One just as you please.

4" The Agents at Baltimore® will be notified that they are responsible to your Board
for the settlement for their Accounts.

As the New Signals for the Navy have been sent to the Navy Board of the Eastern
Department and have been given to several Commanders we think it would be im-
proper to alter them at this time, however as it may be necessary hereafter to change
the Signals, we would be glad if you would compose at sett.—

The want of officers at present makes it impracticable to hold a Court Martial
for the trial of the officers who commanded onboard the Continental Vessels that
were destroyed in the Delaware.” Congress having ordered us to revise the Rules and
Regulations of the Navy, we would be obliged to you to propose any alterations or
amendments which you may think necessary to be adopted.®

We acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 12" of March and are pleased to
hear that you had lodged the Stores in places of greater safety. We are glad to inform
you that the Virginia frigate has got to sea.* M" Read the Paymaster having repre-
sented that the duties of his office did not require his constant attendance he had
our permission to transact some business for the Board of war. Congress has not ap-
pointed him to any new office—you will please to write to him and advise him to re-
turn to his Office if he hath not already returned. You have enclosed an Account of
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Maxwell & Loyals which we refer to you for examination.” we suppose you will require
them to exhibit the particulars of the Charges in the said Accounts with the vouchers
we have marked the drafts paid by this Committee since our removal from Philadel-
phia, and you have in your Books an Account of what had been paid before. You
have also inclosed a Receipt of Lieut: Robert Harris’s late of the Ship Reprisal for 150
dollars paid him by the Navy Board at Boston which please to order to his debit in
the Paymasters Books.® We have your favour of the 25™ of March and approve of the
offer you have made the General of Rice Codfish and oil for the use of the Army.’
You will take the Commissarys Receipt for those articles and charge him in your
Books. The Board of war have had consideration that part of your letter which relates
to Captain Robinson and we suppose will communicate their Sentiments thereon to
General Washington who doubtless will take proper measure for his releasement.'
We are Gentlemen Your hble servants

*An Account since received that she unfortunately go on a Bank in the night and
was next morning taken by the enemy. Captain Nicholson and nine of his Crew who
were all that chose to venture in the Barge escaped to shore.—!!

LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fols. 138-39 (M332, roll 6). Addressed above opening:
“The Commissioners of the Navy Board/at Bordenton.”

1. Letter not found.

2. James Read.

3.See NDAR11: 741.

4. William Lux and Daniel Bowly.

5. On the destruction of the Continental ships in the Delaware River, see Navy Board of the Middle
Department to Gen. George Washington, and Washington to the President of Congress, both 23 Nov.
1777. NDAR 10: 580-82.

6. The instructions, dated 5 Mar., are above. NDAR 11: 518-19.

7. James Maxwell and Paul Loyall were overseeing construction of Continental naval frigates at
Gosport, Va.

8. Continental Navy ship Reprisal, Capt. Lambert Wickes, commander, had foundered off Newfound-
land on 1 Oct. 1777. NDAR 10: 1009.

9. The offer is in the Board’s letter to Washington, 24 Mar., above. NDAR 11: 774.

10. The Board of War wrote Washington concerning the situation of Capt. Isaiah Robinson on 12
May, below. In his reply of 16 May, below, Washington discussed complications holding up Robinson’s
release.

11. The letter from Capt. James Nicholson reporting the capture of Continental frigate Virginia is
dated 2 Apr., above.

JOURNAL OF THE VIRGINIA NAVY BOARD

[Williamsburg] Wednesday the 8th day of April 1778.—
Present.
Mr Travis and Mr Archer.

Lieutenant John Thomas received Orders to proceed with the Galley under his Com-
mand' to the head of Elk, and deliver his load to Colo. Hollingsworth,? taking a re-
ceipt for the same, and to return as soon as possible to Queen’s Creek and on his
arrival there to wait on the Board for further Orders.—

Lieutenant Joshua Singleton received Orders to take the command of the Henry Galley
till further orders and to make a return of every thing on Board thereof to this Board.—

Lieutenant Stafford Lightburne received Orders to proceed with the Galley under
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his command?® to Queen’s Creek on York River, and to wait on the Board for further
Orders.—

Ordered that the keeper of the publick store, deliver to Captain Celey Saunders,
One thousand Nails for the use of the ship Tempest.—

Ordered that Cap" Callender,* deliver to Cap" C: Saunders, twelve pound twine for
the use of the Tempest.—

Ordered that Charles Groden a marine on Board the Brigantine Northampton, be dis-
charged from the service, having served the time of his Enlistment.—
DS, Vi, Navy Board Journal, p. 377.

1. Virginia Navy galley Protector.

2. Col. Henry Hollingsworth was the Continental deputy quartermaster in Maryland and supervisor
of purchases for the Maryland Board of War. On this date Gov. Patrick Henry of Virginia wrote Gen.
George Washington announcing that the state was sending him supplies. The memorandum listing those
supplies has not been found but their nature is suggested by an entry in the Journal of the Virginia Council
of State of 7 Apr. The Council, learning that Washington lacked “articles of Living which Custom & the
great fatigues to which he is constantly exposed must make necessary to the preservation of his health,”
agreed to send him as a gift a supply of “good rum, wine, Sugar & such other Articles as his Excellency
may think needful.” Va. State Council Journal, 2: 117-18.

3. Virginia Navy galley Lewis.

4. Capt. Eleazer Callender commanded the Virginia Navy ship Dragon.

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE EMERALD, CAPTAIN BENJAMIN CALDWELL

April 1778 [Hampton Church NWBN, Old Point

Tuesday 8™ Comfort, NEBN, Sowels Point SBW.]
[PM] Ditto Wea" [Moderate Wea"] Completed the Ship to 3
months Provisions, Carpenters and armo[r]ers employed as be-
fore;' sent our Tender up to Baltimore with some of the officers
and men belonging to the Virginia.

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/311.

1. Continental Navy frigate Virginia was captured on 31 Mar. 1778 after running aground near the
entrance to Chesapeake Bay where the ship’s rudder broke off and was lost. NDAR 11: 848-49. Carpen-

ters and armorers from Emerald worked on board H.M.S. St. Albans to construct a substitute (finished
on 11 Apr.) to allow the captured frigate to proceed to New York.

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE GLASGOW, CAPTAIN THOMAS PASLEY

Ap" 1778 Cape Maize South 3 Leagues.
Wednes’ 8 At 8 (AM) saw a Sail to SW. Gave Chase.
The Island of Cuba from West to NE 5 or 6 Leagues.

Fresh Breezes and Fair Still in Chase, at 2 Fired a shot & bro*
her too. Sent an Officer to Examine her proved a French Sloop
from Cape ffrancoise to Cape ffair.' took possession of the Prize
sent a Petty Officer with Hands to take charge of her. Made Sail
with the Prize in Company.?

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/399.

1. In his private journal, Pasley identifies the sloop as Two Friends and writes that it was bound for
Cape Fear, N.C. He also indicates that he only took possession of it as “punishment” for having forced
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Glasgow to pursue it twenty leagues from its “Cruizing ground” and because the captain of the sloop was
“insolent.” Pasley, Private Sea Journals, pp. 23-24.

2. In the 9 Apr. entry, Pasley recorded that at midnight the prize sloop sprung a leak that was “impos-
sible to be stop’d” so Pasley removed the prize crew “at no small hazard to the Boat and Boat’s Crew” and
“she went down without our having the power to save one individual thing.” UKLPR, Adm. 51/399; Pasley,
Private Sea Journals, p. 24.

JOURNAL OF H.M. BRIG-RIGGED SLOOP-OF-WAR BADGER, LIEUTENANT MICHAEL JOHN

EVERITT
April 1778 Cape Francois SS[E] 13 or 14 Leagues
Wednessd: 8™ 6 AM bore away saw a Sail in y* SW Gave Chace; 8 Saw Sail

in y* SW made Sail and Gave Chace, 10 Set Steering sails,
D° Weath® [Calm]

Saw y* W' End of Tortuga E%S 5 or 6

Leagues.—!
PM Saw a Sail in y* SE Quart” made Sail, and Gave Chace,
Fir’d 16: 4 Pound” Round Shot & 10 Round & Grape when
she run on Shore about 5 Miles to Windw® of Jean Rabel?
the Sea when whe Left her, making a fair breach over her,?
haul’d off V4 past 6 Cape Nicholas* EbN 2 Leag*

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/78, part 2.

1. Ile de la Tortue, French Saint-Domingue (present-day Haiti).

2. Jean Rabel Bay, French Saint-Domingue.

3. In Parker’s Prize List, this capture, listed under the date 13 Apr.,, is given as an unidentified “pri-
vateer” with a cargo of gunpowder that was “destroyed.” “A List of Vessels taken by His Majestys Squadron
under the Command of Sir Peter Parker at Jamaica between the 3d March and the 21st June 1778,”
UKLPR, Adm. 1/240.

4. Cap Saint-Nicolas, French Saint-Domingue.

April 9

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE BLONDE, CAPTAIN JOHN MILLIGAN
April 1778
Thursday 9 De° [Cape Sable] bore North 12 Leag*

at 5 AM Sat' Close Reeft Fore Tops" at 7 Sat Mizon Tops" & hauld
down Main Stay*" at 10 Out 3¢ Reef Main Tops"
Cape Sable N°40E* 5 Ls*

Mod* & Clear at 1 PM sat the Fore Sail at 3 Saw 2 Sail to Wind-
ward Out all Reefs up Top Gall* Yards and gave Chace at 7 TK?
Ship [at] Y2 past 8 Spoke the Chace it prov’d His Majesty’s Ship
Orpheus who was in chace also. Gave Chace In Com? with her at
11 Came up with the Chace which prov’d a brig in Ballast from
Marble Head bound to Carolina?

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/118, part 3, fols. 101-2.

1. That is, set.

2. Brig Friendship, Nathaniel Brimblecomb, master, owned by John Glover, from Marblehead bound
to Virginia in ballast, captured after a twenty-two hour chase, sent into Halifax, declared a lawful prize of
H.M. frigate Orpheus, Capt. Charles Hudson and H.M. frigate Blonde on 6 May. Howe’s Prize List, 30 Oct.
1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 484-85, 486-87; CaNSHP, Vol. 496, Vice Admiralty Register, vol. 6 (1777
1782), 126.
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JOURNAL OF H.M.S. CENTURION, CAPTAIN RICHARD BRAITHWAITE

April 1778 De- [Cape Sable] N33W 23 Lgs
Thursday 9 AM Commited the body of the deceased' to the Deep. At 11 Saw
a Sail to the Eastw®* Wore Ship. Out all Reefs Topsails. Up Top-
Gall'y* set TopGall*- Sails, Studdingsails & Driver & Gave Chace.
D N25W 31 Lgs
First part fresh breezes & clear W= middle D° latter light Airs &
calm. PM at 1 departed this Life W™ Flowers. At 3 Shortened
Sail, brought too, hoisted a boat out & sent her with an Officer
on board the Chace which proved to be a Brig the property of
Rebels.? at 7 made Sail.
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/177.
1. John Tod.
2. Brig Stork/ Storke, Philip Aubin, master, owned by William Coombs, bound from Martinique to New-
buryport with molasses, cordage, canvas, etc., sent to Halifax, where it was condemned as a prize on 4

May. Howe’s Prize List, 30 Oct. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fol. 487; CaNSHP, Vol. 496, Vice Admiralty
Register, vol. 6 (1777-1782), 125.

CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD OF THE EASTERN DEPARTMENT TO
AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE

The Navy Board Eastern department, present their Respects to the Hon”* Commis-

sioners at the Court of France, & Inclose them the Gazettes to this date, by the Ship
Providence, other Packages, they have by them for the Hon"* Commissioners, they
don’t think proper to risque thro’ the dangerous Channel this Ship is obliged to
pass—!

Boston April 9. 1778

L, PPAmP, Benjamin Franklin Papers, vol. 53, fol. 37. Docketed: “Card from the Navy Board/9 Ap. 1778.”

1. Continental Navy frigate Providence, Capt. Abraham Whipple, commander, had been blockaded in
the Providence River. To escape, it had to evade the British squadron based at Newport.

JOHN BRADFORD TO LEONARD JARVIS

Dear Sir, Boston 9" April 1778

I have loud Call from y* Secretary of the Board of Ordnance & War,' for a Return
of all Ordnance & military Stores since I came into Office. I beg on Receipt of this
you will be kind enough to forward me a Return as soon as may be not only of Ord-
nance & Stores but also of Tents Blanketts &c As M" Secretary presses the Matter in
a most earnest tho polite Manner. Sorry I am to acquaint you that so far as Cap" John
Adams? may be credited who was a Passenger on Board the Raleigh® when the Alfred*
was taken it is the most criminal Matter that has happen’d this War. Adams declares
that the Raleighwith 230 stout fine fellows on Board lay to Windward & see the Alfred
engage two Ships, the one he says could not be larger than a 24, & the other an 18
Gun Sloop.® Hinman finding himself deserted by his Companion befere bore right
before the Wind, & continued a running Fight about an hour the wind being very
light, when the very Instant Thompson order’d to let down the Foresail & bear down
to them, the brave Hinman overpower’d by so superior a Force was obliged to strike,
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if he has survived the Carnage he & a very large Number of very useful Members are
for a time lost to the Community by such Conduct, as in Britain would bring him to
his Knees to receive the like Punishment a[s] Byng suffer’d,” Im sorry the Post is
stopped what is the Reason. If money is wanted I will gladly Subscribe your &c
JB—

LB, DLC, John Bradford Letter Books, vol. 2, p. 122. Addressed at top: “To Leonard Jarvis Esq"” Jarvis was
Deputy Continental Agent for Massachusetts at Bedford in Dartmouth (now New Bedford).

1. Joseph Nourse. Bradford replied to Nourse on 15 Apr. and 22 Apr., below.

2. Adams had commanded the Massachusetts packet schooner Lynch which was captured on 9 May
1777 by H.M.S. Foudroyant off the French coast. For more on this capture, see NDAR 8: 866; 9: 381-82.

3. Continental Navy frigate Raleigh, Capt. Thomas Thompson, commander.

4. Continental Navy ship Alfred, Capt. Elisha Hinman, commander.

5. H.M. frigate Ariadne, Capt. Thomas Pringle, commander.

6. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Ceres, Comdr. James Richard Dacres, commander.

7. Adm. John Byng (1704-1757) was shot, while kneeling, at Portsmouth, England, on 14 Mar. 1757, after
a courtmartial found him guilty of not doing his utmost to relieve the French siege of Minorca in May 1756.

THE INDEPENDENT CHRONICLE, AND THE UNIVERSAL ADVERTISER (BOSTON),
THURSDAY, APRIL 9, 1778

BOSTON, APrIL 9, 1778.

The Raleigh' and Alfred? sailed from L’Orient the 29™ of December, in Company,
and proceeded to cruize off the Coast of Africa; from thence crossed [to] the Wind-
ward Island[s], and from that to Boston. Saw no English Vessel during the Cruize,
except one Sloop, with Wines, which they took off Senegal Bar, from an Anchor,?
until they come to the Windward of Deseada,* where they fell in with two British
Ships of War. The Alfred bore away at a very unfavourable Time, to try to make her
Escape, and was taken. They afterwards chaced the Raleigh 19 Hours, at about 6 Miles
distance, who got off by out-sailing them.” The Raleigh and Alfred has taken 6 Prizes
since they left America;® all which are safe arrived, except one Brig, with Salt.”

1. Continental Navy frigate Raleigh, Capt. Thomas Thompson, commander.

2. Continental Navy ship Alfred, Capt. Elisha Hinman, commander.

3. Probably the sloop Granville. On 2 Feb. Thompson entered seven seamen from sloop Granvillein
Raleigh’s crew. These were the last entries he made in the Muster Book of Continental Navy Frigate Raleigh,
Appendix, below.

4. Deseada I., French West Indies.

5. For an account of the engagement and chase of frigate Raleigh, see James Warren to John Gill, 20
Apr., below.

6. For more on prizes taken by Raleigh and Alfred, see The Freeman’s Journal, or New-Hampshire Gazette
(Portsmouth), 7 Apr., above.

7. The brig with salt may have been the brig Eagle, ]. Morgan, master, from Yarmouth bound to Genoa
and Leghorn, which was taken on 30 Dec. but escaped during the night. See NDAR 11: 1046 and n.

LIBELS FILED IN THE MASSACHUSETTS MARITIME COURT OF THE MIDDLE DISTRICT

STATE of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. To all whom it may concern.

Middle District.
NOTICE is hereby given, That Libels are filed before me, against the following Ves-
sels and their Cargoes, viz.— In Behalf of Peter Pollard, Commander of the armed
Sloop called the Independence,' and all concerned therein, against the Ship Annapolis,®
of about 350 Tons burthen, James Hamrick late Master: In Behalf of William Rogers,
Commander of the armed Brigantine called the General Washington,”> and all con-



70 AMERICAN THEATER

cerned therein, against the Brigantine Swift, of about 60 Tons burthen, Thomas Parks
late Master: In Behalf of Edward Fettyplace, jun. Commander of the armed schooner
Dolphin,* and all concerned therein, against the Ship Canso, of about 50 Tons bur-
then, Samuel Ingersol late Master: In Behalf of John Fletcher, Commander of the
armed Schooner Success,” and all concerned therein, against the Brigantine William
and Polly,’ of about 80 Tons Burthen, Edward Simons late Master: In Behalf of John
Conolly, Commander of the armed Schooner Terrible,” and all concerned therein,
against the Schooner Dove, of about 45 Tons Burthen, John McGray late Master: In
behalf of Thomas Simmons, Commander of the armed Schooner Lively,® and all con-
cerned therein, against the Schooner Edward, of about 65 Tons Burthen, ——— Tay-
lor late Master. All which Vessels, and their Cargoes, so libelled, are said to have been
taken and brought into the Middle District aforesaid. And for the trial of the Justice
of these Captures, the Maritime Court for the said District, will be held at Boston on
Tuesday the 5™ Day of May, 1778, at Ten O’Clock in the Forenoon, when and where
the Owners of said Captures, or any Persons concerned therein, may appear, and
shew Cause, (if any they have) why the same, or any of them, should not be con-
demned.
N. CUSHING, Judge of said Court.

Independent Chronicle, and the Universal Advertiser (Boston), 9 Apr. 1778.

1. Massachusetts privateer sloop Independence, Peter Pollard, commander, mounting 10 carriage guns,
crew of 55 seamen, owned by Isaac Sears and Paschal Nelson Smith, of Boston, commissioned on 31 Dec.
1777. M-Ar, Revolutionary Rolls Collection, vol. 6, pp. 131, 134.

2. Ship Annapolis, J. Hendrick, master, 300 tons burthen, mounting six 6-pounders and eight 4-
pounders, built at Ipswich, England, in 1767 with thorough repairs in 1777, owned by Eden & Co., of
London. Lloyd’s Register of Ships, 1777-1778. For more on this capture, see NDAR 11: 834-35.

3. Massachusetts privateer brigantine General Washington, William Rogers, commander, of Boston and
Wilton, Conn., 120 tons burthen, mounting 18 carriage guns, crew of 130 seamen, owned by Isaac Sears
and Paschal Nelson Smith, of Boston, and Samuel Broome, of Wethersfield, Conn., commissioned on 10
Nov. 1777. M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 139, p. 150. It had been captured on 18 Jan. 1778 by H.M.
frigate Seaford off Barbados. For more on her capture, see NDAR 11: 157, 278, 285, 329.

4. Massachusetts privateer schooner Dolphin, Edward Fettyplace, Jr., commander, mounting 10 car-
riage guns, crew of 60 seamen, owned by Samuel Russell Gerry and others, of Marblehead, commissioned
on 26 May 1777. M-Ar, Revolutionary Rolls Collection, vol. 5, p. 190.

5. Massachusetts privateer schooner Success, John Fletcher, commander, mounting 2 carriage guns
and 8 swivel guns, crew of 14 seamen, owned by Nathaniel Tracy, of Newburyport, commissioned on 15
May 1777. M-Ar, Revolutionary Rolls Collection, vol. 7, p. 155.

6. Brigantine William and Polly, E. Symonds, master, 160 tons burthen, built in Great Britain in 1751,
owned by W. Spurrier, of London, bound from London to Newfoundland. Lloyd’s Register of Ships, 1777
1778.

7. Probably, Massachusetts privateer schooner Terrible, John Conway, commander, mounting 4 carriage
guns and 10 swivel guns, crew of 35 seamen, owned by Thomas Gerry and Samuel Trevett, of Marblehead,
commissioned on 28 Nov. 1777. M-Ar, Revolutionary Rolls Collection, vol. 7, p. 225; Mass. Archives Col-
lection, vol. 168, p. 50.

8. Massachusetts privateer schooner Lively, Thomas Simmons, commander, mounting 2 carriage guns
and 14 swivel guns, crew of 40 seamen, owned by Samuel Page and Walter Price Bartlett, of Salem, com-
missioned on 22 Dec. 1777. M-Ar, Revolutionary Rolls Collection, vol. 6, pp. 193, 195.

WILLIAM VERNON TO JAMES WARREN

Dear sir Providence [R.I.] 9" April 1778
Two hours since I have y* fav: of y¢ 4™ ! T rejoice to find you at Boston, aae was
confident nothing less then indisposition cou’d be the occation of Hre-delay your
not being there sooner—and glad those Men belong® to the Warren? are well satisfied
who kept by the ship, & hope she will be soon Man’d & sail— Leiut Hyde® whom I
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take to be a judicious good sort of a Man, and indeed every other Person that I have
seen belong® to the Warren, complain bitterly of the 2"* Leiut. M" Page,* & Tell me
it will be almost Impossible to Man the ship if he is continued in her. I find by Cor"
Tillinghast® e also by Capt. Whipple® frem in who’s ship he was 3* Leiut., that his
behaviour & Conduct was such that he had not the good will of scarce a single Man
on board. I shou’d think if Capt. Hopkins’ finds this to be his character it wou’d be
best to dismiss him from his ship, as their are many Leiut. Out of Imploy belong# to
the Service. I thought but to give you these hints &c— I am glad you have wrote
Capt. Deshon® fuly on the Subject of the Trumbull® am confident he will attend to
what will be best, and for the good of the cause— suppose you have advised him to
secure the Duck as its probabil it may be wanted, and as you well observe its not ex-
travagantly high as goods ar selling— The Warrens sails that she left at Providence,
wou’d have been sent yesterday, but the Teemsters went off #—an—express sooner
then expected. They will go first opy—

Fheotamglad-thatthe The Providence'® I believe will have 180 men. She has fell
down Two Miles and is geting the Crew on board. They muster’d on board Yesterday
about 80. the complaint is want of Blankets. Must confess the weather is rather cold
to lodge without. Hope we shall have them here this day— in my last w™ I find you
have not rec® I informed you shou’d want at least 1500 to dispatch s% ship. She will
be more expensive then you can conceive. Advances to the Men will be 70 doll* upon
an averidge, besides innumerable other expences that Money is call’d fore. Hope it
will be in your power to transmit me that sum first safe hand—

I also mention’d the disappointment of the Cannon at Connet"'" and that the
Browns'? wou’d supply them &c. ané several
Df, RNHi, William Vernon Papers. Addressee is determined by the contents; the remainder of this draft
is missing.

1. See James Warren to William Vernon, 4 Apr., above.

2. Continental Navy frigate Warren.

3. Vernon refers to Hyde as a captain of marines in his letter to James Warren, 26 Mar. 1778, NDAR
11: 796-97.

4. Lt. Benjamin Page, Continental Navy.

5. Daniel Tillinghast, Continental Agent for Rhode Island.

6. Capt. Abraham Whipple, commander of Continental Navy frigate Providence.

7. Capt. John Burroughs Hopkins, commander of Continental Navy frigate Warren.

8. John Deshon, member of the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept.

9. Continental Navy frigate Trumbull, Capt. Dudley Saltonstall, commander.

10. Continental Navy frigate Providence.

11. Salisbury Furnace, Salisbury, Conn. See Warren to Vernon, 6 Apr., above.
12. John, Nicholas and Moses Brown of Providence, owners of the Hope Furnace, Scituate, R.I.

CAPTAIN WALTER GRIFFITH, R.N., TO SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY
PHILIP STEPHENS

Nonsuch off Newport Rhode Island
Sirs the 9™ of April 1778.
Pursuant to my Instructions from Vice Admiral Lord Viscount Howe, I Order
Captain Reddall' of His Majesty’s Store-Ship the Grampus to proceed with the Ship
under his Command to Spithead, and upon his arrival to inform you of it, and wait
there for their Lordships further Orders.
He has likewise my directions to receive onboard Lieutenant General Bur-
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goigne? & his Suite for the purpose of Conveying them to England: He is likewise to
take under his Convoy, such of the Transports, as may be Reported to me unfit for
further Service, and others as fall under the Description of such as are to be sent
Home by my Instructions, a List of which are annexed for their Lordships informa-
tion,” as well as a Copy of my Letters to the different Civil Offices, relative to such
Matters as regard their Seperate departments*

I do further desire to inform you that Lord Howe Sail’d from this Port in the
Eagle (for the Delaware) the 23% of last Month.

On the 28™ The Rebel Frigate (Columbus)® was destroy’d near this Port, and as
itis Probable that you cannot receive this Account (being so recent) from His Lord-
ship, so soon as thro” my Hands, I beg leave to refer you to a Copy of my Letter to
Lord Howe upon that Occasion,® and one to me from Captain Gardner of the Maid-
stone upon the same Subject;7 and likewise to One from Lieutenant Christion of the
Kingsfisher Sloop,® relative to a Rebel Brig running on Shore in the Seconnet passage’
of 14 Carriage Guns.

On the 27 Of last Month, the Isis'” sailed from this Port for the Delaware,
with a Third Division of Forage Ships for the use of the Army, the two former Di-
visions Preceded each other, the first under Convoy of the Brune,'' Dispatch,'* and
York-Arm’d Sloop," the Second under Convoy of the Diamond;'* and what remained
of the Forage Ships not ready when the Isis Sailed, was to follow under Convoy of
the Apollo,"”” who after seeing them safe into the Delaware (under the Protection
of some Ship for proceeding to Philodelphia) was to Cruize in the Lattitude of
38°.30" and 40°.30 " and 66°.00 and 70°.00 West Longitude for Six Weeks, but at
Liberty to extend it, in Limits and Time, A Copy of my Instructions to Captain Pow-
nall I do enclose,'® & such as seem General Ones in it, I mean to give to all the
Cruisers in this Division for their future Guidance: The Maidstone after seeing the
Lord-Tow[ n] shend Ordnance Ship to New-York, is to join the Apollo on her Ren-
dezvous, and Cruise together.

The Mermaid'” & Sphynx'® are Sail’d under my Orders to Convey & protect Seven
Transports to Shelter Island (near Long-Island) for the purpose of Wooding for the
use of the Troops here; A large Ship under French Colours (seeming to be an Old
Indiaman)' is arrived in the adjacent (Rebel) Port of New-London, (which may soon
be fitted out) makes two Frigates Necessary on this Service, one to attend the Party,
the other to be without to prevent any annoyance from the Sea, the Situation being
such as to admit of it.

The Diamond Captain Fielding Sail’d from hence the 2% Instant with three Vict-
uallers under his Convoy for Halifax.

The Juno,® Cerberus® and Convoy of Transports arrived here the 30" Of March
from Cape Cod Harbour, being sent there to Convey General Burgoigne’s Army to
England; the Convention being broke they are in Consequence returned to this Port;
The Haerlem Arm’d Sloop?? was sent with Lord Howe’s directions to Land the Provi-
sions for the use of the Army, but the Sloop going for expedition within the Shoals,
and the Convoy returning without, Missed each other.

The Ships now on the advanced Posts to this Island, are the Flora,* Venus** and
Lark® for the Middle passage; The Somersef?® for the Narraganset, or Western passage;
The Kingsfisher Sloop, Alarm Gally*” (and soon the Spitfire Gally)® for the Seconnet
or Eastern passage.
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The Junowill soon relieve the Somerset who is to go to New-York.

The Unicorn® is to relieve the Kings-Fisher while she gets a Foremast in, then the
Unicorn is to proceed to Halifax to heave down, the lower Pintles of the Rudder are
so worn as only to be got at by that Means.

The Strombolo Fireship™ to go to New-York (when the Season is a little more ad-
vanced) to be fitted for occasional Sea Service;

The Greyhound® is arrived at New-York from Antigua, being Necessitated to bear
away, a Sea breaking upon her, beating in part of her Stern, and Sprung a lower Mast,
said to have returned to New-York from Antigua unrepaired.

A Vessel reports (and Circumstances Coroborate) that the Phenix® Captain
Parker is at Antigua, being obliged by Weather to bear away from this Coast.

A french Ship* being taken near the Chesopeak by the Ships of that Detach-
ment, and some of the People belonging to her being brought to this Port in the
Ariel* T am instructed to send such Home in the Grampus, if in the intermediate
time they behaved properly, they have so, & they go to England in the Grampus ac-
cordingly. I am likewise instructed to inform their Lordships, that amongst those
that goes, is a Person who assumes the Title and Name of the Viscount de Sabron,*
calls himself a Captain of Dragoons and Major of Infantry in the French Service, He
is supposed to be an able Engineer; The Purser of the Grampus knew him formerly
in the East-Indies, but he did not go then under his present Name, and the Purser
does not recollect what Name he did go by.

I likewise enclose to you a Copy of Lord Howe’s Instructions to Captain Brath-
wait,® and a Copy of the Resolutions of Congress,37 which was to have been sent
Home with the Transports from Cape-Cod Harbour had they Proceeded from
thence, & returned here, after his Lordship had left this Port.

Five or Six Vessels with Provisions &c* will be sent the soonest possible (for the
use of General Burgoigne’s Army) to Boston: The Oeconomy (and Service) to Gov-
ernment makes this Step Necessary, as will be explained by the General Himself.—
They shall proceed under the Sanction of a Flag of Truce, and, therefore a Convoy
needless, but to avoid the dangers attending so intricate a Navigation as between the
Shoals, the Haerlem Arm’d Sloop shall proceed so far with them, and as General Bur-
goigne will (of Course) give his Commissaries, Suitable directions, for the reception,
& discharging the Vessels, with proper Receipts to be given, as well as other Matters
relative to it; nothing more on my Part is Necessary, but expedition in sending them,
and explicit Orders for that Purpose, are already given. I am Sir with great Respect,
[&c.]

Wat: Griffith
L, UKLPR, Adm. 1/1838, sect. 9, no. 13. Addressed below close: “To/Philip Stephens Esq"/Admiralty-
Office/London.” Docketed: “N° 1/Capt™ Griffith’s/letter to/M* Stephens/Rhode Island/9 Ap' 1778—
/R, 13 May./ (9 Inclosures).” Notation in Stephens’s hand on first page: “Read.”
1. Comdr. Ambrose Reddall.
. Lt. Gen. John Burgoyne.
Enclosure no. 5, not printed.
Enclosure no. 8, not printed.
Continental Navy ship Columbus, Capt. Hoysteed Hacker, commander.
. See NDAR 11: 815-16.
. Capt. Alan Gardner, commanding H.M. frigate Maidstone. See NDAR 11: 816-17.
. Comdr. Hugh Cloberry Christian, commanding H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Kingsfisher. See

NDAR11: 832.
9. That is, Sakonnet Passage.
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10. H.M.S. Isis, Capt. John Raynor, commander.

11. H.M. frigate Brune, Capt. James Ferguson, commander.

12. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Dispatch, Comdr. Christopher Mason, commander.
13. H.M. armed sloop York, Lt. Thomas Walbeoff, commander.

14. H.M. frigate Diamond, Capt. Charles Feilding, commander.

15. H.M frigate Apollo, Capt. Philemon Pownoll, commander.

16. Enclosure no. 4, not printed.

17. HM. frigate Mermaid, Capt. James Hawker, commander.

18. H.M. frigate Sphynx, Capt. Alexander Graeme, commander.

19. Ship Lyon, Jean Michel, master. See NDAR 11: 629 and n, 659, 797 and n.

20. H.M. frigate Juno, Capt. Hugh Dalrymple, commander.

21. H.M. frigate Cerberus, Capt. John Symons, commander.

22. H.M. armed sloop Haerlem, Lt. John Knight, commander.

23. H.M. frigate Fora, Capt. John Brisbane, commander.

24. H.M. frigate Venus, Capt. William Peere Williams, commander.

25. H.M. frigate Lark, Capt. Richard Smith, commander.

26. H.M.S. Somerset, Capt. George Ourry, commander.

27. H.M. galley Alarm, Lt. Philip d’Auvergne, commander.

28. H.M. galley Spitfire, Lt. James Saumarez, commander.

29. H.M. frigate Unicorn, Capt. John Ford, commander.

30. H.M. fireship Strombolo, Capt. Samuel Wittewronge Clayton, commander.

31. H.M. frigate Greyhound, Capt. Archibald Dickson, commander.

32. H.M. frigate Phoenix, Capt. Hyde Parker, Jr., commander.

33. Ship Vicomte de Veaux, Pierre Donat de La Garde, master. See NDAR 11: 415 and n, 488 and n.
34. H.M. frigate Ariel, Comdr. John Becher, acting commander.

35. See NDAR 11: 658.

36. Capt. Richard Brathwaite, commanding H.M.S. Centurion. Enclosure no. 9. See NDAR 11: 407-9.
37. Enclosure no. 6, not printed.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM KILDARE, MONMOUTH COUNTY, APRIL 9, 1778

“About 135 of the enemy landed on Sunday last about ten o’clock, on the
south side of Squan inlet,' burnt all the salt-works, broke the kettles, &c. stripped
the beds, &c. of some people there, who, I fear, wish’d to serve them—then
crossed the river and burnt all excepting Dirrick Longstreet’s: after this mischief
they embarked. The next day they landed at Shark river and set fire to two small
works, when they observed fifteen horsemen heave in sight, which occasioned
them to retreat with great precipitation, indeed they jumped in their flat-bot-
tomed boats in such confusion that they sunk one or two of them. One of their
pilots was the noted Thomas Oakeson. The enemy consisted chiefly of Greens,?
the rest Highlanders.”

The New-Jersey Gazette, 15 Apr. 1778.

1. That is, Manasquan Inlet, N.J.

2. The 36™ Regiment of Foot was known as the “Saucy Greens,” but it was the 35" Regiment of Foot
that participated in this operation. Richard Trimen, comp., The Regiments of the British Army Chronologically
Arranged (London: William H. Allen and Co., 1878), 81; Capt. Boyd Porterfield to Maj. Gen. Sir Henry

Clinton, 7 Apr., above.
3. British 71* Regiment of Foot (Fraser’s Highlanders).

JOURNAL oF H.M. ARMED SCHOONER VIPER, LIEUTENANT EDWARD PAKENHAM

April 1778 In Delaware River
Thursd’ 9" at 9 AM Weigh’d & tow’d up %2 p* Saw 3 Vessels on the Jersey
Shore scuttled by the Rebels at 11 past by another D at 12
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Came too in 3 f™ off Dunck’s Ferry. Some Rebels fir’d at our
Boats, the Galley' fir’d a 4 P* w Struck the House & drove them
back. Bro* a Boat on b from the Shore.
In Delaware River
Mod" & Clear W* At 3 PM Weigh’d at 4 Came aground near Pen-
rose pt D° Car® an Anch" out & hove off, towed down w" the 2
Gun Boats ahead at 6 Came agr? near Pegestom Creek? as did
the Cornwallis % p* 10 Car® the sm" B' out in 2%% f at 11 Hove
into the Channel,
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/4385.

1. Probably H.M. galley Cornwallis, Lt. Thomas Spry, commander.
2. Probably, Pennsauken Creek, N.]J.

JOURNAL OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS

[York, Pa.] Thursday, April 9, 1778

The Committee on the Treasury Brought in a report; Whereupon,

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the treasurer in favour of James M’Clelland,
for the use of Colonel George Morgan, for 4,000 dollars, to answer a requisition from
Brigadier Hand, for building armed boats on the Ohio; Colonel Morgan to be ac-
countable:!

The Marine Committee, to whom was referred the letter from Benjamin Tupper,
of the 19 March last, brought in a report;> Whereupon,

Resolved, That a copy of the said letter be transmitted to Isaac Smith, Ebenezer
Storer and William Philips, Esqrs. of Boston, who are commissioners appointed by
the Marine Committee, to settle and adjust the accounts of prizes with the agents
appointed by General Washington, &c. and to require the said agents to pay the sev-
eral proportions justly due to the captors, &c.?

The said committee, to whom was referred the letter of Thurmer Hoggard,
brought in a report;* Whereupon,

Resolved, That it be referred to Messrs. Maxwell and Loyal, superintendents,
and to David Stodder, masterbuilder of the continental frigates, building in Virginia,
to consider and report their opinion to the Marine Committee, whether an al-
lowance, and, if any, what allowance should be made to Thurmer Hoggard, for the
frame furnished by him for one of the said frigates, over and above the price origi-
nally stipulated, and in like manner to consider and report their opinion with regard
to the frame of the other frigate agreed to be furnished by Thomas Talbut, deceased,
to whom the said Hoggard is executor.”

JCC10: 325-26.

1. For Gen. Edward Hand’s requisition, see Hand to Col. George Morgan, 31 Mar. 1778. NDAR 11:
o ;}%;Fupper’s letter, addressed to Henry Laurens, is in the DNA, PCC, item 78, vol. 22, p. 557 (M247,
rol 1??38)6;6 Continental Marine Committee to Phillips, Smith, and Storer, this date, below.

4. See Thurmer Hoggard to Continental Marine Committee, 20 Mar. 1778, above. NDAR 11: 744.
The report, written by committee member William Ellery, is in the DNA, PCC, item 78, vol. 11, p. 297
(M247, roll 96).

5. See Continental Marine Committee to James Maxwell and Paul Loyall and Continental Marine
Committee to David Stodder, both dated 11 Apr., below.
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CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO WILLIAM PHILLIPS, ISAAC SMITH, AND
EBENEZER STORER

Gentlemen [York, Pa.] April 9" 1778.—

Enclosed is a Copy of A Letter from Col* Benjamin Tuper to the President of Con-
gress with A Resolve of Congress thereon' You will please to enquire of M* Watson
whether the Vessels & Cargoes have been sold>— if not you will dispose of them and
pay to the Captors the several proportions justly due to them. We are Gentlemen [&c.]
LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fol. 140 (M332, roll 6). Addressed before opening: “Isaac
Smith, Eb: Storer & W: Philips Esq™.” Phillips, Smith, and Storer, all Bostonians, were “Commissioners
appointed by the Marine Committee to settle and adjust the accounts of Prizes, with the agent appointed
by General [George] Washington.” JCC 10: 297-98.

1. In a letter to Henry Laurens of 19 Mar. 1778, Benjamin Tupper requested assistance in obtaining
a share of prize money for two ships captured by him in Oct. 1775 at Washington’s order. DNA, PCC,
item 78, vol. 22, pp. 557-59 (M247, roll 103); see also, Washington to Tupper, 20 Oct. 1775, NDAR 2: 539.
Tupper’s letter was referred to the Marine Committee, which on 31 Mar. recommended that the com-
missioners be ordered to pay Tupper and the other captors their fair share. JCC 10: 297-98. On 9 Apr.,
Congress approved the committee’s recommendation. See Journal of the Continental Congress, this date,
above.

2. William Watson had served as Continental agent at Plymouth, Mass.; he was appointed to that po-
sition by Gen. George Washington. NDAR 2: 493-94.

JOURNAL OF THE VIRGINIA NAVY BOARD

[Williamsburg] Thursday the 9™ day of April 1778.—
Present.
Mr Hutchings. Mr Travis, Mr Archer and Mr Lewis.—

This Board doth recommend to his Excellency the Governour,' and the honourable
the Council Lieutenant John Laherty as a proper person to be appointed a Captain
in the Navy of this State.—

Captain Francis Bright received Orders to go and take the command of the Henry
Galley and proceed with her to reconnoiter the Channel of Cape Charles in order
to form a judgment whether the ship Dragon® cannot be properly stationed there,
for the protection of the trade & inhabitants. After doing this business he is to return
to Queens Creek and wait on the Board for further orders.—
DS, Vi, Navy Board Journal, p. 378.

1. Gov. Patrick Henry.

2. Virginia Navy ship Dragon, Capt. Eleazer Callender, commander. At the time of this order, Dragon
was stationed at Yorktown, Va. NDAR 11: 694.

COLONEL SAMUEL ELBERT, CONTINENTAL ARMY, TO CAPTAIN GEORGE MELVIN, CONTI-
NENTAL ARMY

Orders to Captain Melvin. Sunbury [Ga.] 9" April, 1778.
(Dear Sir): You are to go with the detachment under your command,’ with
the Captns. Hardy & Bradock? who will proceed with you up the river Alatamaha,
and take under their convoy a large flat and boat with sundry necessaries for the
army which you are to forward with all expedition to me at Fort Howe.? A Mr. Cantey
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hires twenty negroes for the purpose of working the flat and boat up the river. Mr.
Austin & Mr. Cantey* likewise go as patroons. Let me intreat that you exert yourself
in joining me with the above without loss of time, as the army can’t pass the river
without the assistance of the boat and flat, and without a galley to cover their retreat
it will be imprudent to pass it; please consult with Captns. Hardy & Bradock and with
them do all you can for the public service, I wish you success, & am, sir, Yr. most
obedt. Servant.
N.B. Should it be judged improper to leave the galleys with your men, the negroes will
be sufficient to carry up the vessels if they don’t come as high as we are with the galleys.
“Order Book of Samuel Elbert,” p. 123.

1. In After Orders of this date, Elbert directed Melvin to “make choice of twenty four men from the
2 battalions of infantry” to make up his command. Ibid., p. 123.

2. Capt. John Hardy commanded the Georgia Navy galley Washington; Capt. John Braddock com-
manded the Georgia Navy galley Lee.

3. Formerly, Fort Barrington, Ga.

4. Probably Montgomery Cope Austen and James Cantey, Jr. The former served in the Georgia Navy;
the latter owned land on the Altamaha River.

LOG OF THE MASSACHUSETTS NAVY BRIGANTINE TYRANNICIDE,
CAPTAIN JONATHAN HARADEN

Remarks on Thursday April 9™ 1778—

No Observ* to day—
Middle Part Pleasant Weather employd in Cleansing the Hold at 11 AM spoke the
Lyon' Broached a Tierce Beef & a Hh® Water—

[Noon] Latt® P* Observ* 25..33 N* [at sea off Florida]
These 24 Hours begins with a Fresh Breeze & Clear Weather at 1 PM saw a Sail &
Gave Chace at 2 PM spoke the Chace a Schooner from St Augustine bound to Mar-
tinico with French Prisoners Close Reeft the Top Sails & Reeft the Main sail at 6
PM spoke with the Lyon at 8 PM saw a Sail & gave Chace at 9 PM Gave him a Waist
Gun & he returned some Shott then hauled our Wind to the NW— we took him to
be a British Frigate of 32 Guns he Fired several small Arms from his Tops into the
Hazard® & at the Lyon— at last he gave Chace to the Lyon and then we lost sight of
them— at 12 spoke with the Hazard—
D, MSaE, Log of the Brigantine Tyrannicide (November 1777-May 1778).

1. Massachusetts privateer brigantine Lyon, Benjamin Warren, commander.
2. Massachusetts Navy brigantine Hazard, Capt. Simeon Samson, commander.

April 10

JOURNAL OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL

[ Boston] Friday April 10™ 1778
On motion Ordered that the Secretary be & he hereby is directed to take Bonds
of all Persons taking out a Commission for an Armed Vessel in the sum of two thou-
sand pounds conditioned that they shall not carry out with them any person in pay
of this State or any Officer or Soldier belonging to the Continental Army—

LB, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 22 (Council Records, Jan.-Oct. 1778), p. 154. Marginal note:
“Order to Secretary.”
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MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL TO PRESIDENT MESHECH WEARE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE

St [ Boston] Council Chamber April 10™ 1778

I am directed by the Council to inform You that they have found it necessary in
order to obtain a sufficient number of Prisoners to redeem our Suffering Brethen
now Prisoners in the hands of the Enemy to take bonds of all Persons taking out a
Commission for any Armed Vessel, in the Sum of Two Thousand Pounds Condi-
tioned that they shall not carry out with them any Person in pay of this State, or any
Officer or Soldier belonging to the Continental Army. And to bring home with them
or deliver to some Commissary of Prisoners in some of the United States, all Prisoners
by them taken—!

I'am also directed to request the State of New Hampshire will take the same Pre-
caution the better to effect the good purposes intended to be answered thereby—
In the Name & by Order of the Council I am with great Esteem [&c.]

John Avery D* S*

L, Nh-Ar, Meshech Weare Papers, vol. V, p. 5. Addressed below close: “The Hon"e Meschech Weare.”
1. See Journal of the Massachusetts Council, 10 April, above.

MARYLAND COUNCIL TO THE MARYLAND DELEGATES IN CONGRESS

[Extract]
Gen" In Council Annapolis 10" April 1778.
... The Commissions & for Privateers sent hither are all used, they are free-
quently taken rather with a View to ascertain the Property and prevent their being
taken by Privateers under Pretences of Suspicion, as has been the Case in some In-
stances, notwithstanding regular Clearances, than any Expectation of making Cap-
tures. We therefore request you’ll have a Supply of Commissions & sent us by the
first Oportunity— We are &

LB, MdAA, Governor and Council (Letter Books) 1777-1779, S1075-6, 4007, p. 137, no. 158. Addressed
at bottom: “Delegates for Maryland in Congress—.”

GOVERNOR PATRICK HENRY OF VIRGINIA TO WILLIAM LEE

Sir Virginia W™burg 10™ April 1778—

I have taken the liberty to apply to you several times lately to assist us in procur-
ing the means of defence against the Enemies of America' It gives me pain to be
under the Necessity of making further Application to you, but we find it will be Im-
possible to Import Cloathing for our Soldiers for the Next Winter and other Neces-
saries unless we Can Obtain an Extensive Credit, our Bay is so Blocked up by the
British Cruisers that very few Vessels of Burthen Escape however if this was not the
Case, we have not Vessels Sufficient to transport Tobacco Enough to purchase the
Articles we want I flatter my self Our trade is an object of Such importance to the
French that on proper Application the Court will Indulge us with a Loan Necessary
to procure the Goods. The Sum we wish to Borrow, is Two Millions of Livres which
will not be more than we Shall have Occation to lay out in the course of Twelve
Months, in order to Discharge the Loan and the Interest arising there on, we will
Ship Tobacco in such Good Vessels as may be Sent here for that purpose, and Allow
what you think a proper freight, the Tobacco to be sold on Acco" of the State I must
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in behalf of the Common Wealth Intreat you Sir to use your best endeavours to Bor-
row the Sum Mentioned, either out of the Kings Treasury or of Individuals. I am told
very few of the Merch® of France have Large Capitals, & therefore it is improbable
that you will Succeed with them— Whether the Gentlemen not Concerned in Trade
will think it a Matter worthy Attention I do not know, but I am persuaded the King
is Disposed to aid us & Tobacco is so Essential an Article of Commerce, I must sup-
pose he will lend a favourable Ear to a Petition in our behalf If you can by any means
procure the Money or Credit for us, you will be pleased to have the Goods Shiped as
soon as Possible agreeable to the Inclosed Invoice if there is War Between France &
Britain, let them be sent directly to Virginia in fast Sailing Armed Vessels with orders
to fall in with the Coast rather to the Northward of Cape Charles and to go into some
of the Harbours on the Sea Side of the Eastern Shore or into Chesapeake Bay as may
be found most safe we shall endeavour to keep Boats at Cape Charles and on the
Sea Side to look out & to Pilot all Vessels into Safe Harbours,? If there is no War be-
tween France & Britain, let the Goods be sent in French Vessels to Cape Francois,
and there Delivered to our agent Rawleigh Colston Esq" from thence we Can Import
them Cannon excepted, in Small fast Sailing Vessels we have provided, and Are Pro-
viding for that Purpose, and Whether sent directly to Virginia or to Cape Francois
let the Goods be Insured it will be proper to send them in Different Vessels that we
may not be altogether disapointed It is Supposed many of the British Vessels will
Cruise this Summer off Occracook® and the other Inlets of N° Carolina to intercept
our Trade, we therefore think it will be best to order the Vessels that bring the Articles
wrote for by Cap LeMair,* & the heavey Cannon now ordered, into the Harbours on
the Ea. Shore of Virginia or perhaps the Pilot may bring them into the North Chanel
of our Bay® which we shall endeavour to guard with our largest Gallies.

I'send here with Copies of the letter & Invoice by Cap' LeMair We mean to have
the Tobacco Insured which we Ship in the Vessels you are to send, & the Mode we in-
tend to adopt is imediately upon the Arrival of any such Vessel here to advise you of
the time She will probably sail from this and of the Quantity of Tobacco to be put on
Board, we Mention this matter Now that it may by no means be ever Neglected, in
Case the letters of advice from the State agent Should at any time Miscarry I am [&c.]
Copy. P. Henry
LB, Vi, Thomas Smith Letter Book, vol. 1, pp. 35-7. Addressed at top: “William Lee, Esq™”

1. See Henry to Lee, 13 Dec. 1777. NCSR 10: 727-29.

2. The portion of this sentence beginning with “of the Eastern Shore” and ending with “Safe
Habours” appears as an interlineation in the original text.

3. That is, Ocracoke Inlet, N.C.

4. On the mission of Jacques Le Maire de Gimel to France and the response of William Lee, see Ben-

Jjamin Franklin Papers, 27: 361-64.
5. Also called Cape Charles Channel.

JOURNAL OF THE VIRGINIA NAVY BOARD

[Williamsburg] Friday the 10th day of April 1778.—
Present.
Mr Hutchings, Mr Archer and Mr Lewis.—
Ordered that a Warrant issue to Mr James Davis for the use of Cap" Christopher
Calvert for Two hundred pounds upon acco" for the purpose of furnishing neces-
saries for the use of the south Quay shipyard.—
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Ordered that the Keeper of the public store, deliver to Mr James Davis one thousand
six penny nails two thousand eight penny ditto, and two thous® twenty penny d* for
the use of the ship at South Quay.—

Ordered that Joseph Davis foreman, and Jn® Rochel master Joiner at the south
Quay shipyard in lieu of their former pay, be allowed ten shillings each § day, and
that the other carpenters & Joiners who are now at six shillings, be allowed eight
shillings 8 day, commence# from this day.—

Ordered that a Warrant issue to Captain George Elliot for seventy five pounds upon ac-
count for the purpose of furnishing necessaries for the Use of the Safe Guard Galley.—

Captain George Elliot received Orders to proceed with the Galley under his Com-
mand to the head of Elk, and deliver his Load to Colo: Hollingsworth,' taking a re-
ceipt for the same, and to return as soon as possible to Queens Creek, and on his
arrival there to wait on the Board for further Orders.—

Ordered that Mr Steele? have leave to be absent from his duty in the Navy till the
twenty fifth day of May next.—

Ordered that a Warrant issue to Captain Charles Thomas for One thousand five hun-
dred pounds upon account for the purpose of purchasing hemp, and furnishing
necessaries for the use of the public rope Walk at Warwick.—

Ordered that Joseph Martin, and Benjamin Hoare, sailors in the Navy being infirm,
are discharged from the service.—
DS, Vi, Navy Board Journal, pp. 378-79.

1. Elliott commanded the Virginia Navy galley Safeguard. Col. Henry Hollingsworth was the Conti-

nental deputy quartermaster in Maryland.
2. William Steele was a lieutenant in the Virginia Navy.

THE NORTH-CAROLINA GAZETTE (NEW BERN), FRIDAY, APRIL 10, 1778

NEWBERN, April 10.

On Saturday last a sloop came up with Occacock Bar and anchored, the pilots
knowing the vessel, as she had lately sailed from this port, went on board her, when
to their great surprise, they discovered her to be an English privateer from St. Augus-
tine, the Capt. of which told them, that they were come after the Frenchmen, and if
they did not immediately carry him over the bar into the road where lay a French
ship and a brig, with a considerable quantity of tobacco on board, he would instantly
put them to death.! The pilots accordingly carried the sloop in, when she immediately
boarded the brig and ship, hoisted what tobacco was on board the ship, into the brig,
and carried her, with a Bermudian sloop loaded with salt, out, and went off with them.
They had taken two or three prizes off the bar before. Thus has a small sloop with 4
guns and 30 men robbed this state of two fine vessels with more than 100 hogsheads
of tobacco and a considerable quantity of salt. This surely shews the necessity of keep-
ing some force on Occacock island, otherwise our trade will be annihilated.
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1. East Florida privateer sloop Ranger, George Osborne, commander. For another account of this in-
cident, see the Deposition of John Adams, enclosed in Thomas Bloodworth to Gov. Richard Caswell, 20
Apr., below.

LIEUTENANT COLONEL THOMAS BROWN, PROVINCIAL TROOPS, TO BRIGADIER GENERAL
AUGUSTINE PREVOST, BRITISH ARMY

[Extract]

Sir. Fort Tonyn' 10" April 1778.
... Byaletter from Cap" Mowbray? I have received the following intelligence,—

April 13—

The new created General Elbert® is on his march with about 700 Men and 2 thirds
of the Militia, was at the Altamaha last night, he has seven field pieces with him.—

The Gallies and Transports are advanced to Sapello and that his intentions are
to destroy Fort Tonyn.

Itis confidently reported that 800 men are on their march from the back parts
of the Carolinas as friends and whether this Armament is to stop them or take you,
time will tell, this is so confidently affirmed, that it is beyond a doubt;* I wish you
success we will endeavour on our parts to give the Gallies their deserts.—

Poor Ellis® is no more he was unfortunately drowned on the 8™ instant in cross-
ing the sound after being on the boats bottom five hours; I escaped by swimming
upon an oar with great difficulty. I am &c* sign’d,

|: Mowbray

The number of Elberts party consists of three hundred men, upon receiving in-
formation of the march of the Carolinians he set off from Savannah for the Altamaha
in order to intercept or harrass them on their march.

Part of the South Carolina and Georgia militia marched Hogechee® and returned;

The above intelligence I have received from three rangers who crossed the Al-
tamaha yesterday— I have the honor to remain [&c]

Tho* Brown

Copy, UKLPR, PRO 30/55, Gen. Sir Guy Carleton Papers, vol. 8, no. 1081. Note at top, “(Copy.) of a let-
ter/from Colonel Brown to/Brigd" General Prevost.”

1. Fort Tonyn was located on the St. Marys River in present-day Nassau County, Fla., near the hamlet
of Mills Ferry.

2. John Mowbray, captain of East Florida armed sloop Rebecca.

3. Contrary to what Brown wrote here, Col. Samuel Elbert of the Georgia Continental line had not
been promoted to general.

4. In aletter of 27 Apr. to Sir William Howe, Prevost, the military commander in East Florida, wrote
that 350 loyalist refugees had escaped to East Florida from South Carolina. UKLPR, PRO 30/55, Gen. Sir
Guy Carleton Papers, vol. 8, 1124; microfilm copy, ViW, British Headquarters Papers, vol. 8, 1124.

5. Lt. Alexander Ellis who had commanded H.M. brig Hinchinbrook.
6. That is, Ogeechee River.

CAPITAINE DE VAISSEAU CHARLES P1cOT, CHEVALIER DE DAMPIERRE
TO GABRIEL DE SARTINE

Monseigneur — a S* pierre le 10 avril 1778
I1 Est arrivé icy le Six de ce mois un Bateau francois de le Barbade qui a amené le
capte d’une fregatte du Congres de vingt deux Canons qui En venant de L’orient a
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Eté prize au vent de nos isles.! Ce Capte a dit que pendant Son Sejour a la Barbade
il y Estait arrivé un Convoy de Trente huit B® Marchands Escortés par deux corvettes
L’une de Vingt & L’autre de quatorze Canons. La quantité de fregattes & corvettes
que les anglois ont icy Est Enorme, & les corsaires americains ne peuvent rien faire
actuelment.

Comme on Scait a la dominique dans les vingt quatre heurs ce qu’on fait a S*
pierre les anglois detachent des B* Pour aller audela des debouquements & ils y
prennent des B® Convoiés a plus des Soixante lieues au large.

Je crains que nos convois ne Soient insultés parce qu’ils S’y mestent Trop
d’americains parmi nos francois. Dans le dernier qui Est Sorti les deux de ce mois
& qui Estait Composé de vingt deux B® De Toutte grandeur il n’y avait que Six
B* Francois y Tout le reste Estait americain. Je n’estais pas a S" pierre ; je crois
que je m’y Serais opposé parce que ces insurgents mettent pavillon francois &
Compromettent la fregatte qui Escorte. Je vais faire mes representations a m* le
general.?

il n’y a pas assez de fregattes icy pour [croiser] & garder les costes Surtout Si il
faut convoyer les americains.

M" L’amiral yong® doit Estre relevé En may. Ne Scavons pas Encores celui qui le
relevra n’y avec quelles forces ils viendront.

On prepare Tout icy comme Si on devoit y Estre attaqué & on fait Baucoup de
depenses inutiles Si on n’a pas une forte Escadre icy pour Saisir au moment de la
guerre des Touttes les isles angloises. Je Suis [&c.]

Le ch™ De Dampierre

[Translation]
My Lord St. Pierre, 10 April 1778

On the sixth of this month a French vessel from Barbados arrived here, bringing
the captain of a Continental Congress frigate of 22 guns, which was captured to the
windward of our islands en route from L’Orient.! This captain said that during his
stay in Barbados, there arrived a convoy of thirty-eight merchantmen escorted by
two corvettes, one of twenty guns and the other of fourteen guns. The number of
frigates and sloops the English have here is enormous, and American privateers can
do nothing at this time.

Since what goes on in St. Pierre is known in Dominica within twenty-four hours,
the English detach ships to sail beyond the narrow waters, and they capture vessels
in convoy more than sixty leagues offshore.

I fear that our convoys may be insulted because too many Americans fall in
among us French. In the last sortie on the second of this month, made up of twenty-
two vessels of every tonnage, there were only six French ships and all the rest were
American. I was not in St. Pierre; I think that I would have opposed it because these
Insurgents fly the French ensign and compromise the escorting frigate. I am going
to protest to the General.?

There are not enough frigates here for cruising and to guard the coast, espe-
cially if Americans must be convoyed.

Admiral Young® is to be relieved in May. We do not know who will relieve him
and with what forces they will come.*
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Everything here is being prepared as though attack is expected and with much
useless expenditure, if we do not have a strong squadron here to seize all the English
islands when war breaks. I am [&c.]

The chevalier De Dampierre
FrPNA, B* 140, fol. 41.
1. For the capture of Continental Navy ship Alfred, Capt. Elisha Hinman, commander, on 9 March,
see NDAR11: 575.
2. Francois-Claude-Amour, Marquis de Bouillé, Governor General of Martinique and the French
Windward Islands.
3. Vice Adm. James Young, who was in command of the British Navy’s Leeward Islands Station.

4. Young’s successor was Rear Adm. Samuel Barrington. His instructions from the Lords Commis-
sioners of the Admiralty, dated 3 May, are below.

April 11

JAMES WARREN TO WILLIAM VERNON

Dear Sir Boston April 11. 1778

I last Evening received your favour of the 9™ ' I wrote you on the 6™ which
with the money you wrote for Still remains on hand for want of a Conveyance. I
hope for one this day  M" Hopkins,? & will give you my opinion of many Articles
of your Enquiry. I shall only Add to what I have mentioned there that I have great
doubts of the Propriety of putting 18 pound™ on the Ship at Norwich.? Hopkins
says his Ship bears them.? this Ship May carry them, but will they not Shake both
of them to pieces if an Engagement should happen. I have been disappointed in
the Pigg Iron Contracted for at Plymouth. I shall not get more than fifteen tuns
where they talked of Thirty, so that we must have some more for the Ship at Sal-
isbury.” T have indeed Contracted for about ten tuns more but shall not get it soon
enough to go in her bottom, therefore it may be best to send part of that at Prov-
idence down here the rest may perhaps go to Norwich if necessary hereafter. I am
at a loss where it is best to send the Stores saved from the Columbus. It is true it
will be Cheaper to send them to Norwich than Boston, but if any are sent there
that will not go into the New Frigate® it will Occasion a great Expence for in that
Case they must finally be removed again perhaps to this place. The wrought Iron
saved would soon be used in the Ships here & not much of it perhaps would be
proper to go into the New one.” you will be able to Judge what is best to be done—
I hope the Providencé will not go without a very good time. Cap' Chew? is indeed
dead to my Grief, having conceived a very good opinion of him from a Letter re-
ceived soon after you left me which exhibited Such a Specimen of Spirit & Indus-
try as marked him in my mind for a good officer. The Rawleigh'® arrived at
Portsmouth on the 6™ the Alfred is taken." many Censures are passed on the Con-
duct of Cap' Thompson as the Account of the Matter was handed us by a passenger
that came with him. I did not till yesterday receive a line from him when I received
two Letters by his Clerk one of which gives a particular Account of this Matter, &
the whole passage, which represents it in a more favorable View. He was in this
Bay and yet went to Portsmouth instead of coming in here. I have now ordered
him to proceed with the Ship Immediatly to this port knowing that she may be
fixed for the Sea here with more dispatch & greater advantages than there. I wish
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to have your Explicit Approbation of this Order as it is more than I like to do
alone, & yet what I thought necessary to be done without delay. He has 100 men
Engaged till August she wants little but Provisions, Cleaning, & manning, to fit
for the Sea Again what shall we do for Men for the Warren & what shall we do for
money. I have thoughts of Sending an Express on purpose. I wish the Small pox
was gone that you Could return I hope it will soon. There must be another of us
here. Do write immediatly to M Deshon'? & Impress him with the Necessity of
it— I am Your Friend [&c.]
J Warren

P.S. I will talk with Cap' Hopkins about M" Page'® his Second Lieut. but if recollect
right he considers him as the best officer he has—

I shall send a packet of News Papers which we are desired to direct should not
be drowned on any Occasion, as the Intelligence will be scattered by the Enemy, &
our Commissioners will have their Share of it

Your Son'* preparing to go to Providence, Send the money by him

L, RNHi, William Vernon Papers. Addressed on cover: “The Hon"¢/William Vernon Esq'/Providence.”

1. See Vernon to Warren, 9 Apr., above.

. Possibly Acting Lt. William Hopkins of the frigate Providence.

. Continental Navy frigate later named Confederacy.

. Probably Capt. John Burroughs Hopkins, commanding Continental Navy frigate Warren.
Continental Navy frigate later named Alliance.

. Continental Navy frigate Confederacy.

. Continental Navy frigate later named Alliance.

. Continental Navy frigate Providence.

9. Capt. Samuel Chew, commanding Continental Navy brigantine Resistance. Chew was killed in an
engagement on 4 Mar. with H.M. Post Office packet boat Grenville, Capt. William Kempthorne, in the
West Indies. See NDAR 11: 537, 623-25.

10. Continental Navy frigate Raleigh, Capt. Thomas Thompson, commander.

11. Continental Navy ship Alfred, Capt. Elisha Hinman, commander.

12. John Deshon, member of the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept.

13. Lt. Benjamin Page, Continental Navy.

14. That is, William Vernon, Jr.

C N o SN S

CAPTAIN ABRAHAM WHIPPLE, CONTINENTAL NAVY, TO DANIEL TILLINGHAST

Ship Providence April 11. 1778—
Sir, [ Providence, R.1.]
Any Men that L' Devol' or Captain Jones,” may enter I desire that you
would supply them with monys to pay them. My Business detains me on board
till tomorrow morning— if M* Varnon?® or you should want me before then
send word by the Boat that brings this, should be glad that M* Varnon would
give the Purser® Orders so that he may come on board and serve out the Blan-
kets, and let me know the price. Your Compliance will greatly Oblige Your
friend at Command
AW—
LB, MiU-C, Abraham Whipple Papers, Letter Book (1778), p. 1. Addressed at foot: “Coll° Dan' Tilling-
hast—.” Marginal notation: “A W/to/D T/[Apr]il 11. 78.” Daniel Tillinghast was Continental Agent for
Rhode Island.
1. Lt. Silas Devol, Continental Navy.
2. Capt. William Jones, Continental Marines.

3. William Vernon, member of the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept.
4. Samuel Chace, purser of the Continental Navy frigate Providence.
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THE PROVIDENCE GAZETTE; AND COUNTRY JOURNAL
SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 1778

PROVIDENCE, April 11.

Saturday last a large Sloop being observed from an eastern Port, standing west-
ward, Capt. Charles Jenckes, of this Town, went in a Boat, with 7 Men, and brought
her in. She proved to be a Transport from Halifax, bound to Rhode-Island, laden
with Coal for the Troops, having one Swivel and two Musquets, but made no Defence.
The Crew, which consisted of 4 Seamen, beside the Captain and Mate, have since
been conducted here.

Sunday last about 30 Transports, under Convoy of a Frigate,' sailed from New-
port, and steered to the Westward.

Capt. Joseph Smith, in the Sloop Victory,? of this Port, on his Passage from
the West-Indies, was lately taken by three British Tenders, and ordered to an
Enemy’s Port; but he soon after re-took the Vessel, and carried her into South-
Carolina.

1. H.M.S. Mermaid, Capt. James Hawker, commander, convoying transports bound to Shelter Island
for wood. Mackenzie, Diary 1: 264.

2. Sloop Victory, 20 tons burthen, with no guns, sailed from Providence on 18 Nov. 1777 bound for
Virginia in ballast. R-Ar, Maritime Papers, Outward and Inward Entries (1776-1787), 56.

MASTER’S JOURNAL OF H.M. GALLEY DEPENDENCE, LIEUTENANT JAMES CLARK

April 1778 Verplanks Point North %4 Miles—

Saturd* 11" at 9. AM. Weighed & made Sail, at /2 past 10 A:M: gave chace, to
a Rebell boat crossing the river, at %2 past 11 (A:M) the boat run
on shore, sent the boats manned & armed to bring her off, fired
4: 24 P" round & Cannister, Shotd: & 6: 4 P" round & grape, to
Scower the woods & Cover the boats, at noon the boats returned
without Loss,! Hauled our wind.

Donderbarrack P2 as  margin—

Donderbarrack P North 1 Mile—
Light airs & variable, the first & middle P* Latter P* fresh Gales
& thick fogg, at 3. PM. anchored in 5 f W* Donderbarrack P*
NBW % miile,

D, UKLPR, Adm. 52/1694.

1. In the report of this capture in the Captain’s Journal of Dependence, Clark noted that the captured

vessel was a “Guard boat with all her Arms.” UKLPR, Adm. 51/4159.
2. That is, Dunderberg Mt., N.Y.

RIVINGTON’S THE RovAL GAZETTE (NEW YORK), SATURDAY, APRIL 11, 1778

The letter of marque ship Levant, Capt. Martin,' sailed from Sandy Hook the
5™ inst. And returned yesterday with a large sloop from Virginia for Bourdeaux, Steel,
master, which he took three days after he went out: She has on board 105 hogsheads
of tobacco, &c. &c. &c.?
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1. Ship Levant, Capt. John Martin, 330 tons burthen, mounting 20 6-pounder and 8 3-pounder guns,
rebuilt in 1777, owned by Davis & Co., Bristol, England. Lloyd’s Register of Ships, 1777-1778.

2. Undoubtedly, sloop General Gates, Thomas Steel, master. UKLPR, H.C.A. 32/339/5. Condemnation
proceedings for the General Gates, initiated by Martin, began on 15 Apr. 1778 and concluded on 6 May.
UKLPR, H.C.A. 49/92. An advertisement in The Royal Gazeite of 20 May listed the cargo as “James River to-
bacco and lumber.”

VICE ADMIRAL VISCOUNT HOWE TO ROYAL GOVERNOR WILLIAM TRYON OF NEW YORK

(Copy.) Eagle, off Sandy Hook, [N.].]
Sir, April the 11" 1778.

Captain Duncan' has delivered to me the Copy of the circular Letter from the
Secretary of State,? and the Message he was charged with by Your Excellency,® re-
specting your Determination to grant Letters of Marque conformable to the Tenor
of'it, as soon as you shall be furnished with the requisite Authorities from the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty.

Persuaded of the dangerous Consequences that must ensue to the King’s Service
by the Temptation thereby offered the Seamen to withdraw from the Transports, on
which the Subsistence of the Army immediately and entirely depends, as well as from
the Ships of War, I trust that you will in regard thereof be prevailed on to postpone
the Issue of such Letters of Marque; at least in the present Circumstances of the War,
or untill the King’s further Pleasure (if deemed necessary to be taken) can be had
upon the Matter.*

I am more particularly encouraged to hope for this Testimony of your Indul-
gence, when I consider the Tenor and Spirit of the circular Letter, which, as I con-
ceive, is not obligatory, nor indeed applicable to the State of this Province.

The Letter obviously respects the Province in which the civil Government is reg-
ularly exercised and the Laws are still in Force.

Application is to be made to the Assemblies regarding the Maintenance and Se-
curity of the Prisoners: And as a necessary Ground for the Operation of that civil Au-
thority, it is presupposed that the Captures will be brought into some Port within
your Government whereas, by the late restraining Acts, the special Licence of the
Commissioners therein mentioned, is required for exempting this Port from the Ef-
fect of the general Prohibition extended in the case to all the Provinces not in the
King’s Peace. I have the Honor to be, &c.

Howe.

Copy, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 256-57. Addressed at foot of first page: “Governor Tryon.” Docketed:
“Copy of a Letter from/the Lord Viscount Howe/to Gov" Tryon, dated/Eagle, off Sandy Hook,/11" April,
1778./N2 3./In Lord Howe’s N> 59.” Enclosure no. 3 in Vice Adm. Viscount Howe’s letter No. 59, 9 May
1778, to Secretary of the Admiralty Philip Stephens.

1. Capt. Henry Duncan, R.N,, First Captain of Howe’s fleet.

2. Lord George Germain to British Colonial Governors in America, 10 Jan. 1778. See NDAR 11: 900-

1.

" 3. Not found.

4. Tryon replied on 12 Apr. that he would not grant letters of marque until he received instructions
and authority from the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 258-59. Tryon

acknowledged receipt of such powers in a letter to Lord George Germain of 5 Sept. 1778. UKLPR, C.O.
5/1108, fol. 262.



11 APRIL 1778 87

ViIcE ADMIRAL VISCOUNT HOWE TO CAPTAIN GEORGE KEITH ELPHINSTONE, R.N.

Sir, Eagle, Sandy Hook [N.].] April the 11™ 1778.

Being informed that the Difficulties the Rebels find in attempting to make their
Returns of Tobacco from Chesepeak Bay, have induced them to prosecute that Com-
merce through North Carolina; Putting to Sea out of Ocracoke Inlet, and receiving
Supplies by the same Channel; I desire You will acquaint Captain Fanshawe' with my
Wishes, that all the Attention which the State of his Force admits, may be had to that
essential Object.

I am at the same Time informed, that a French Frigate-built Ship is now, or has
lately been stationed in Cape-Look-out Harbour;? and an uninterrupted Trade car-
rying on there with the Rebels: It is desirable that the earliest Opportunity should
be taken to obstruct this Intercourse also. I am, [&c.]

Howe

L, UKGrNMM, Adm. Viscount Keith Papers, KEI/2/2. Addressed below close: “Honble Captain Elphin-
stone/ Perseus.” Docketed: “Perseus/Lord Howes Order to/obstruct the Rebel commerce/at Ocracoke and
Cape-Look-out/11" April 1778.”

1. Capt. Robert Fanshawe, Senior Naval Officer commanding the British squadron patrolling off the
Carolinas and Georgia.

2. Ship Ferdinand, Denis-Nicolas Cottineau de Kerloguen, master. It anchored off Beaufort, N.C., and
transferred its cargo to that town. See NDAR11: 441-43, 534. See also, Cottineau to Gov. Richard Caswell,
12 May, below.

GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON TO THE CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD
OF THE MIDDLE DEPARTMENT

Gent™ Head Quarters Valley Forge [Pa.]11™ April 1778

I am fav* with yours of the 31°¢ ult>! All the Articles which you send over are
to be directed to the Comm?’ Gen' of purchases? or his deputy in Camp and they will
give Receipts upon delivery.

I have never had an answer from General Howe respecting Cap" Robinson
and Galt.> Our Commissioners are now sitting at Newtown to endeavour to procure
a general Release of prisoners and to settle a more extensive Cartel than has hitherto
subsisted.* I am in hopes if they agree, that Cap" Galt may be redeemed notwith-
standing his indiscretion.” If Cap" Robinson is detained I shall not fail to make a de-
mand of him in a proper manner.® I am with great Respect Gen" Your

Df, DLC, George Washington Papers, Series 4. Addressed at bottom of page: “Navy Board at/Borden-
town [N.].].” Docketed on a separate page: “To/Continen' Navy Board/at/Bordentown/11%" April
1778.”

1. See Continental Navy Board of the Middle Department to Washington, 31 Mar. 1778, NDAR 11:
845.

2. Jeremiah Wadsworth. His assistant at camp was Royal Flint.

3. Washington had written Gen. Sir William Howe concerning the case of Capt. Isaiah Robinson,
Continental Navy, and Capt. Nathaniel Galt, Pennsylvania Navy, on 22 Mar. 1778. NDAR 11: 759.

4. The commissioners: William Grayson, Robert H. Harrison, Alexander Hamilton, and Elias
Boudinot, met in early Apr. with representatives of Sir William Howe at Newtown, Pa., to negotiate a treaty
for the exchange of prisoners of war. They were unable to agree on terms. Commissioners for Prisoner
Exchange to George Washington, 15 Apr. 1778, GW Papers, Rev. War Series, 14: 518-23.

5. For more on the “indiscretion” of Galt and Robinson, see Robinson to Washington, 17 Mar. 1778
and Howe to Washington, 19 Mar. 1778. NDAR11: 674, 711.

6. Washington wrote Howe again on behalf of Robinson and Galt on 27 May, below.
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CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO JAMES MAXWELL AND THOMAS LOYALL

Gentlemen [ York, Pa.] April 111778
We have determined for the present to stop the building of the Frigates in Vir-
ginia. We find on examining your Account that you have neglected giving us Credit
for the following Sums which will make a considerable balance in our favour.
Your draft of the 9" July last

in favour of W™ Holt for £390:0:0 V2 Curry
A Warrant on the Loan Office in
Virginia for 10,000 Dollars transmitted 3000. 0.0

you the 24™ of November last a 6/ p Doll*

your draft of the 5™ March last

in favour W™ Holt for 243.11.0

Virg* Currency £3633.0.0

M Stodder tells us that you have not received any Money on the Warrant on the
Loan office transmitted you the 24™ of November' If there should be no money in
the office you must negotiate the Loan Office Certificates.? We enclose you A Resolve
of Congress empowering you & M" David Stodder Master builder of the Frigates to
consider and Report what allowance if any you think ought to be made to Thomas
Hoggard for the frames of the Frigates over and above the prices originally stipu-
lated.? When we shall resume the building of these Frigates we shall be glad to have
your superintendancy of them in the mean time we are with great respect [&c.]

LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fol. 140 (M332, roll 6). Addressed before opening: “Mess™
Maxwell & Loyal.”

1. See Continental Marine Committee to Maxwell and Loyall, 29 Nov. 1777. NDAR 10: 631-32.

2. On 11 April, Congress ordered a warrant for $8,000 for Maxwell and Loyall, but according to a
note written by Henry Laurens, the President of Congress, the order was “Postponed by desire of the Ma-
rine Committee.” JCC 10: 338; DNA, PCC, item 136, vol. 2, pp. 215, 217 (M247, roll 145).

3. Congress had asked the committee to consider additional compensation for Thurmer Hoggard,
which Hoggard had requested in a letter to the Marine Committee of 20 Mar. 1778, above. NDAR 11: 744.
In aletter to Congress of 9 Apr., the committee recommended that the matter be referred to Maxwell,

Loyall and David Stodder for determination, which Congress ordered in a resolution of the same date.
DNA, PCC, item 78, vol. 11, pp. 297-98 (M247, roll 96); JCC 10: 326.

CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO DAVID STODDER

Sir [ York, Pa.] April 111778

We have determined for the present to Stop the building of the Frigates in Vir-
ginia of which you are the Master builder and are willing that you should enter into
the employ of the State of Virginia, and continue therein until we shall think proper
to resume the building of them or you shall be ordered to build other vessels for us.!
In the mean time we would have you take particular care of the Ships Frames and
Materials for building so as to prevent any rot or embezzlement, and shall make you
a reasonable allowance for your trouble therein. When we shall have an opportunity
to converse with the Honorable Rich® Henry Lee Esq” who was the Gentleman that
agreed with you respecting the terms of your employment we shall be able to deter-
mine upon an allowance to be made you. So soon as we shall have decided on this
matter we will give you notice thereof, and at the same time will inform you whether
the terms you have proposed for your future service is agreeable in the mean time
we are Sir [&c.]
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LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fol. 141 (M332, roll 6). Addressed before opening: “M"
David Stodder.”

1. In a short letter of this same date to the governor of Virginia, the committee informed Patrick
Henry that Stodder could “be employed by your State in building small Vessels upon condition that he
shall resume the building of the Frigates or build any other vessels for the Continent when we judge
proper.” The committee added that when work on the frigates was “again taken up,” they were confident
Henry would “give every assistance.” LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fol. 141 (M332, roll
6). Also, on 11 Apr., Congress ordered a warrant for “Daniel Stoddard, master builder of the frigates in
Virginia” for $800 “in part payment of wages due.” DNA, PCC, item 136, vol. 2, p. 215 (M247, roll 145);
JCC10: 338.

HENRY LAURENS, PRESIDENT OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, TO BARNABAS DEANE

Marine Committee
Sir, York [Pa.] April 11th 1778
We have received your letter dated the 11" ul° requiring a Remittance of 20,000
Dollars to pay off Bills against the Frigate Trumbull. As it is high Time that your Ac-
counts against that Vessel were closed, we must request that you will make them up
and produce them to the Navy Board at Boston' for examination and we shall give
Orders for the payment of the balance that may be justly due to you. We are sir Your
hble servants
Henry Laurens
President.
M Barnabas Deane.
[Superscribed] M" Barnabas Deane Wethersfield Connecticut
[Endorsed] Hon™ Henry Laurens Esq" April 11" 1778

Connecticut Historical Society Collections 23, p. 126.
1. That is, Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Department.

CAPTAIN JOHN BARRY, CONTINENTAL NAVY, TO GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON

D" General

I send by the bearer the things I have Purchased for Your Excellency.! It wood
have gave me grate pleasure to have had it in my power to have Complated the whole,
but some of them selling so high and others not good was the Occasin— the men I
have here that your Excellency Ordered me from Camp Wants close? and the[y]
Grumble Very much About it— I fear thare Is some of them that will not stay unles
the[y] can be suplyed With them— I think in a little time our Crusing will be At an
end but I want to have one sweep more among them before we give up, we have
being unhappilly blocked up here for this few days past but if the men stay will be
out in a few days— Should be glad if Your Excellency wood let Me know the time
you wood want the men and the Gratest Care shall be taken that the[y] Join thare
Respectave Regiments— Your Excellency will oblige me Very much if you will desire
General Varnum?® to send the men and Close by the Bearer as soon as posable if
the[y] dont Come soon it will brake up my cruising which I should be Very Sorry for
as I think we can be of use for some little time yet—* I Remain [&c.]

John Barry

Wilmington [Del.]
April 11: 1778
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L, DLC, George Washington Papers, Series 4. Addressed below close: “His Excellency General Washing-
ton.” On the cover sheet: “His Excellency General Washington/Commander in Chief &c. &c—.” In a dif-
ferent hand, “on publick Business/by M" Chiltun/Captain Barry.” This was John Chilton, reputedly a
Continental warrant officer. GW Papers, Rev. War Series 14: 107n. There is also docketing on the address
sheet: “From/Cap™ Barry/6" & 11™ april.”

1. The items undoubtedly came from the British Army armed schooner Alert and the British transport
ships Mermaid and Kitly, all of which Barry had captured, and included sugar, tea, and hair powder amount-
ing to $356. Barry to Washington, 6 Apr. 1778, DLC, George Washington Papers, Series 5.

2. That is, clothes.

3. Brig. Gen. James Mitchell Varnum commanded the Rhode Island Continental brigade.

4. Washington replied on 15 Apr., below.

JOURNAL OF THE MARYLAND COUNCIL

[Annapolis] Saturday 11™ April 1778.
[Ordered] That the said Commissary of Stores' Pack up forty Blankets, and send
them onboard the Dolphin Capt. Rich® Bryan, to be delivered to George Keeports in Balt*?

That the said Commissary of Stores deliver to James Boyle® of the Galley Baltimore,
40 pair Shoes, 10 Shirts, 20 Coarse d* 20 check D° or Check to make them, 50 yds
Ozn* 4% yds black serge Denim, % yd Buff Cloth 12 yds russia Drab, 3 yds Stript Hol-
land & 4% yds red Cloth with Thread and Trimmings—
D, MdAA, Governor and Council Proceedings, 3842, S1071-23, p. 191.

1. John Muir was officially appointed commissary of stores on 21 Apr., but may have been functioning
in the office before that date.

2. Keeports was the storekeeper in Baltimore.
3. Boyle was a lieutenant of marines.

MARYLAND COUNCIL TO CAPTAIN JAMES NICHOLSON, CONTINENTAL NAVY

Sir. In Council Annapolis 11™ Ap" 1778.

The Dolphin' goes up for such of the Virginia’s Crew as are at Baltimore? The
Plater’ will lie ready for a Part of them. If it can be done instantly perhaps the Dolphin’s
Bottom had better be cleaned in Baltimore: We wish to see her return as quick as
possible, with a full double set of Men. It had better be given out that the Design is
to Man the Johnson Galley.* If Cap' Nicholson is gone to York, we hope he has said
enough to make this intelligible.— We are &

LB, MdAA, Goveror and Council (Letter Books) 1777-1779, S1075-6, 4007, p. 139, no. 163. Addressed at
bottom: “Capt. James Nicholson or the 1*- Officer now at Baltimore of the Virginia.” The first lieutenant
of Virginia, Joshua Barney, had been captured with the ship.

1. Maryland Navy schooner Dolphin, Capt. Richard Bryan, commander.

2. Continental Navy frigate Virginia, Capt. James Nicholson, captured by H.M.S. St. Albans near the
entrance to Chesapeake Bay on 31 Mar. 1778. See Nicholson to the Continental Marine Committee, 2
Apr., above.

3. Maryland Navy galley Plater, Capt. Richard Murrow, commander.

4. Maryland Navy galley Johnson. As seen in Maryland Council’s journal entry of 16 Apr., below, Johnson
had been removed from active service.

JOURNAL OF THE VIRGINIA NAVY BOARD

[ Williamsburg] Saturday the 11" day of April 1778.—
Present.
Mr Hutchings, Mr Travis, Mr Archer, and Mr Lewis.—
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Ordered that a Warrant issue to Mr John Lewis for the use of Fielding Lewis esquire
for one thousand five hundred pounds upon account for the purpose of furnishing
necessaries for the use of the ship Dragon.—

Captain James Barron received orders to proceed with his Boat' to Cape Charles as a
look out if he has provision for this expedition, but if he has not then he is to come
round to Queens Creek, and take in such as may serve. But if in consequence of or-
ders given some time ago to Capt Rich? Barron he shou’d have come away from
Hampton, then he is to apply to Cap. Allen or the commanding Officer of the fort®
for the rigging sails &c which belong to the Brig* Liberty,> and bring them to the Col-
lege Landing.—

Ordered that Captain Elliot,* deliver up his Pilot to Lieutenant James® for the use of
the Brigantine Northampton —

Captain Richard Barron received orders if he has not left Hampton to take on
Board his Boat® the Rigging, sails, &c, belonging to the Brigantine Liberty and pro-
ceed up to the College Landing that Cap" James Barron may the sooner comply
with his Orders.—

Captains Taylor, Callender and Bright,7 recieved Orders to proceed to Cape Charles
on the eastern shore for the purpose of taking a survey of every channel and harbour
there, which they are to report in writing to the Board.—
DS, Vi, Navy Board Journal, p. 380.

1. Virginia Navy armed pilot boat Liberty.

2. Presumably, Fort Nelson at Portsmouth, Va.

3. Virginia Navy brigantine Liberty, Capt. Thomas Herbert, commander.

4. Capt. George Elliot commanded the Virginia Navy galley Safeguard.

5. Lt. Michael James.

6. Virginia Navy armed pilot boat Patriot.

7. Virginia Navy captains Richard Taylor, Eleazer Callender, and Francis Bright.

JOURNAL OF H.M.S. EMERALD, CAPTAIN BENJAMIN CALDWELL

April 1778 [Hampton Church NWBN, Old Point
Saturday 11 Comfort, NEBN, Sowels Point SBW.]
at 10 AM anchor® here a Sloop from New York;! got the machine
from the S Albans to the Virginia,? at Noon employed fixing it.
[Hampton Church NWBN, Old Point
Comfort, NEBN, Sowels Point SBW.]
Ditto Wea" [Moderate Wea"] at 2 PM departed this life Jn®
Reynolds Seaman, at 6 PM got the machine fixed onboard the
Virginia;
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/311.

1. In the journal entry of H.M.S. St. Albans for this date, Capt. Richard Onslow identifies this vessel
as “the Nautilus Tender,” which presumably means it was the tender of H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Nau-
tilus, Capt. John Collins, commander.

2. Continental Navy frigate Virginia, Capt. James Nicholson, commander, was captured on 31 Mar.
1778 after running aground near the entrance to Chesapeake Bay where the ship’s rudder broke off and

was lost. NDAR 11: 848-49. Carpenters and armorers from Emerald worked on board St. Albans in con-
structing a substitute rudder to permit the captured frigate to sail to New York.
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PETITION OF DAVID ROSS AND COMPANY TO DON BERNARDO DE GALVEZ,
GOVERNOR OF SPANISH LOUISIANA

[ New Orleans, 11 April 1778]
The Petition of David Ross & Company English Merchants in the Mississippi, Most
Humbly Sheweth.—

That the Schooner Dispatch commanded by Cap" James M“Craight coming from
Kingston in Jamaica, last from Pensacola with a Cargo of fifty prime Negroes, a hun-
dred Quarters of flour belonging to David Ross and Company, about the 24" of last
March, was seized in the river Mississippi, about four Leagues above the South West
pass, by an Armed Boat, belonging to the Rebel Subjects of his Britannic Majesty,
and Commanded by one Joseph Calvert, who pretended to Act under the Authority
of the Confederate Rebels in his Said Majestys Colonies.—!

That the Said Joseph Calvert, as soon as he had Seized the said Schooner, Con-
ducted her from the River, where she had Anchored, into the Bay of Barataria to the
westward of the entrance of the Mississippi where he discharged, in the Territory of
his Catholic Majesty, the Negroes and Flour abovementioned, as with the personal
Effects of David Ross, and Others that were upon freight belonging to the Passen-
gers.— That on Sunday last the 6™ of this Month, the Said Joseph Calvert being at
Barataria embarked the said Negroes as well as the Flour, on Board the said Privateer,
and four Periaguas,? and Conducted them by a Canal that leads from the Bay of
Barataria to a habitation about a League above New Orleans.—

That he still Continues at this habitation with a part of the Slaves; and that the
Rest have been Conducted higher up the River by land (Supposed) to the habitation
of Oliver Pollock, who calls himself Agent for the American Congress.—

That the Said Oliver Pollock has already offered to Sell a part of the Slaves, and
that he and his accomplices have Sequestered all the Negroes, as well as the Rest of
the effects of the Cargo.— That at the time of the Surprize of the said Vessel he had
on board (belonging to a M* Barnardie, an Inhabitant of your province) Two Ne-
groes who had taken a passage for their Masters Habitation and which Negroes were
put in Irons, and Carried off in the Said Vessels.—

That those who have been on board, the Schooner at Barataria since she has
been Seized, have seen neither Captain M“Craight, his Crew, or the passengers and
from the Character of the Said Joseph Calvert, there is Reason to fear they have been
destroyed by him, and his Accomplices, in order that the Act they have Committed
(in Violation of the Rights of Men) may not be discovered And this Suspicion is
Strengthened from the Said Joseph Calvert’s having Endeavored to engage People
at New Orleans by offering exorbitant Wages, to Conduct the Said Schooner to
Campeche.—*

As this Act of hostility, or Piracy, had been committed in the Part of the Missis-
sippi, which is bounded on both sides by the Territories of his Catholic Majesty, and
which has been declared by your Excellency to be in every Respect a Spanish Port.—

Your Petitioners most humbly intreat that your Excellency will be pleased to take
this affair into Consideration, and give Orders that the Said Privateer (now in the
Canal which leads from Barataria to the house of the Lieutenant Governor) be
seized; as well as the Captain & Crew.—
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That the Bodies of Oliver Pollock, who calls himself Agent for the American
Congress, and James Willing in the Service of Said Congress, be arrested as Encour-
agers and Accomplices of the Acts above mentioned and they may be obliged to Pro-
duce the Subjects of his Britannic Majesty, who were on board the Schooner as well
as the Vessel and Cargo, seized in Violation of the Rights of Men, and in Contempt
of Treaties, and good harmony that Subsists between their Sacred Catholic and Bri-
tannic Majesties.—

Your Excellency was so good as to grant a protection for this Vessel, as soon as
she should be in the River, and there is every Reason to believe that She was in pos-
session of the Captain, at the time of the Capture.—

Your Petitioners, trusting in the humanity and Justice, of your Excellency, hope
to find the Reparation they have Solicited, and their Gratitude for this favor shall
finish but with their Lives.—*

Copy, UKLPR, Adm. 1/241. Addressed before opening: “To His Excellency Don Bernard de Galvez/Gov-
ernor of Louisiana & &*” Docketed: “A Copy of Governor/Galvez’s Mandate/15"™ April 1778.” Docketed
in another hand: “In Sir Pet" Parker’s Letter/Dated 27" July 1778.”

1. The South West Pass was one of three entrances into the Mississippi River from the Gulf of Mexico.
Capt. Joseph Calvert commanded the privateer schooner Reprisal.

2. That is, piragua, which was a kind of dugout canoe or a two-masted flat-bottomed boat undecked
or decked only at the ends.

3. Campeche is in present-day Mexico.

4. As seen in his letter to Gov. Peter Chester of West Florida of 1 May, below, Gdlvez ordered the
schooner returned to Ross.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM GRENADA, APRIL 11

“We have no late news from America; the French in these islands (notwith-
standing all their protestations to the contrary) still continue to assist the Ameri-
cans openly; prizes are still carried in there and sold, and every protection given
them. Last week 16 sail of vessels, American and French, left St. Pierre’s, Martinico,
for America, under convoy of a 14 gun brig, a 10 gun sloop, and a French frigate.!
This is a fact, and what they do frequently. Nine sail left it about a month ago,
under convoy of a French 64 guns ship, who saw them clear of the islands.? We are
much plagued with French privateers round this island.— They have lately taken
a sloop called the Fly, with 21 hhds. Rum, 10 hhds. Sugar, and 6 negroes; also an-
other sloop.

“The Botetourt government sloop® has brought in a schooner from Carolina,
with 219 tierces of rice, and the Delight, a small schooner privateer of 14 swivels, be-
longing to this port, has sent in here and into Tobago prizes to the amount of
20,0001. currency.”

The London Packet; or New Lloyd’s Evening Post, 1-3 June 1778. The paper’s masthead bears the date 1-3
June, but someone has crossed through those printed numbers and written 3-5 June above them. The
latter dates are correct as certain of the reports in the paper are headed 4 June.

1. Probably the convoy discussed in the letter of Chevalier de La Laurencie to Gabriel de Sartine, 7
Apr., above.

2. Probably, French Navy ship of the line Protée, Capitaine de vaisseau Chevalier de Dampierre,

commander.
3. Grenada government sloop Bottetourt, Capt. James Connor, commander.
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April 12 (Sunday)

CAPTAIN WALTER GRIFFITH, R.N., TO
SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY PHILIP STEPHENS

Nonsuch off Newport Rhode
Sir/ Island 12" April 1778.

Since the making up my Pacquet by Captain Reddall of the Grampus,' (the
Wind continuing to blow in, that they cannot Sail) I have thought proper to give
him directions to take onboard, or distribute amongst the Ships of his Convoy
Forty Sea Prisoners, that were taken in Arms, and belonging to the Port of Boston;
and I desire to explain to you the reason for sending such to England, as from a
Cursory View of the Papers, and Conversation, on the Subject, I judge to be the
Case.—

Sir George Collier at Halifax having Heretofore Charter’d the Ship Royal
Bounty, for the purpose of sending Prisoners to this Port, for Exchanging (the
State of the Province of Nova-Scotia making such a Step necessary,) he fitted her
in every respect as a Cartel & Sail’d under that Sanction for this Port, in Company
with other Vessels that were under Convoy of the Cabot Arm’d Brig,? but between
the Time of the Prisoners being Embarked, & Sailing, a Flag of Truce arrived from
Boston to Halifax with English Prisoners for Exchange, but Sir George Collier, I
believe, having already Charter’d the Royal Bounty, for a Stipulated Price and for
a Stipulated Time, and the Number of English brought, not adequate to the Num-
ber he had Embarked, He continued his intentions and Order’d her to proceed
accordingly.® Having lost Company with the Cabot, the Prisoners Rose and took
possession of the Royal Bounty, and went immediately to Salem, upon that infor-
mation Lord Howe directed the Commissary of Prisoners here (M" Waller)* to re-
monstrate, and Demand, that the Royal Bounty shou’d be returned, as being been
under a Flag of Truce, & that the Men shou’d be accounted for, by Exchange. And
it being his Lordships intention, that if this just and Elegeble mode was not
adopted on their Part, that the Prisoners here taken in Arms, belonging to Boston,
(the Culpable Port) shou’d be sent to England; The inclosed Copy of M* Wallers
Letter,” and the answer from their Commissary,® on that Subject will evidently
Manifest, that the Truce is broke on their Side.

I am further to add that the Men sent Home are such as may in future be
most able to injure our Trade, & as far as I can learn, there’s none at Boston of
Our Seamen to Exchange in lieu of them. I am Sir [&c.]

Wat: Griffith

L, UKLPR, Adm. 1/1838, Section 9, no. 20. Addressed below close: “Philip Stephens Esq"” Docketed: “12
April 1778 /Rhode Island/Capt. Griffith/R, 13 May/ (2 Inclosures).” Marginal note in Philip Stephens’
hand: “Read.”

. H.M. storeship Grampus, formerly H.M.S. Buckingham, Comdr. Ambrose Reddall, commander.

. See NDAR11: 73-74, 94-95.

. See NDAR11: 147-48.

. Charles Waller.

. For Inclosure no. 1, see NDAR11: 461-62.
. For Inclosure no. 2, see NDAR11: 801-2._
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JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE APOLLO, CAPTAIN PHILEMON POWNOLL

Ap" 1778
Saturday 11 Cape Henlopen NE 25 Leagues Sandy Hook NNW
6 AM out 2 Reef Topsails, at 10 employd Hogging Ship.
Cape Henlopen E* [35 Leags.?] S> Part of Nantucket [ NE]
40 [Leags.]
[ Light] Winds and hazey, %2 past 5 PM saw a Schooner to the
Northw?® set Studding sails [%2] past 7 fired a Shot at her; a
Schooner from Cape Ann in Ballast bound to Virginia took her
in tow;
Sunday 12 from 7 AM to Noon clearing her of Provisions, Wood & Water
&c &c
Se- Part of Nantucket NE 30 Leagues
[D°] Winds and Clear, 1 PM to 6 employd breaking the Prizes
upper Works for fire wood, at 6 set her on fire and made sail.

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/52, part 2, fol. 11.

JOURNAL OF H.M. SHIP-RIGGED SLOOP-OF-WAR STORK, COMMANDER FRANCIS

L’MONTAIS
April 1777 At Sing' Anchor in Isabella Bay
Sunday 12 Mod" & Cloudy with rain, [A.M.] saw the Southamptons Tender?

board a Sloop, Prov’d French Sloop from Cha* Town to Cape

Franc*® took D> & Sent her to Jamaica Hoisted in our Boats & at 10

AM weigh’d & Came to Sail, found the Halm of the Sm" B* Broke
Isabella Point East, Dist> 2 Leagues

Fresh Breezes & Clear W* at 2 PM Reeft TS, TK* Occasionally

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/930, part 7.

1. L’Montais mistakenly wrote 1777 instead of 1778.

2. The tender of H.M.S. Southampton, Capt. William Garnier, commander, has not been further iden-
tified.

3. Sloop Swallow, Kohue, master, 20 tons burthen, with a cargo of tobacco. The prize was
credited to H.MLS. Southampton, Capt. William Garnier, commander. “A List of Vessels taken by His Majestys
Squadron under the Command of Sir Peter Parker at Jamaica between the 3d March and the 21st June
1778,” UKLPR, Adm. 1/240.

JOURNAL OF H.M. ARMED BRIGANTINE ANTIGUA, LIEUTENANT BILLY DOUGLAS

April 1778 S' Martins S* 49:00 W* Dis" 100 leagues

Sunday 12 at 1 (AM) Bro*" too a Brig too a Brig from Philadelphia bound to
Antigua at /% past 5 Saw a Sail Gave Chace as did the Beaver' at'4
past 11 Fired 2 Four P** Shotted to bring too the Chace, She
proved to be a Schooner from Virgina bound to Martinique with
Tobacco flour & Lumber Sent an Officer & 4 Men to take Charge
of her & Bro" the Prisoners on Board—*

St Martins S* 77:00 W* Dis" 80 leagues

D W* [Light Breases & Cloudy] at 1 PM Gave chace at %4 past
1, the Beaver made our Signal to leave of[ f] Chace Shortened sail
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& Bro® too, at 2 the Beaver came up with us & took charge of the
Prize at % past 2 make sail in Company with the Beaver & prize
at 6 PM Close Reeft the Topsails.
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/4117.
1. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Beaver, Cmdr. William Truscott, commander.

2. As seen in Young’s Prize List, 27 Apr., below, the prize was schooner Hope, Jacob Bentson, master,
and a crew of seven. Antigua and Beaver shared credit for its capture.

April 13

LiBEL FILED IN MASSACHUSETTS MARITIME COURT OF THE EASTERN DISTRICT

State of Massachusetts-Bay To all whom it may
Maritime Court, Eastern-District. concern.

NOTICE is hereby given, That a Libel is Filed before me, by George Deake, in Behalf
of this State, himself, and others, against the Schooner Two BROTHERS, burthen about
50 Tons, Thomas Louden, late Master, her Appurtenances and Cargo. And for the
Trial of the Justice of said Capture, a Maritime Court, for said District, will be held
at Falmouth,' on Wednesday the Sixth Day of May, 1778, at the Hour of Ten in the
Forenoon, when all Persons concerned may appear and shew Cause, if any they have,
why the said Vessel, her Cargo and Appurtenances, should not be condemned.
TIM. LANGDON, Judge of said Court.
Boston-Gazette, and Country Journal, 13 Apr. 1778. The Eastern District of Massachusetts became the State

of Maine in 1820.
1. Falmouth is today Portland, Me.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR SURGEONS FOR THE CONTINENTAL NAVY

[ Boston, April 13, 1778]
ANY Gentleman qualified to serve as Surgeon on board a Continental Cruizer, may
be provided for, by applying to the Navy-Office.

Boston-Gazette, and Country Journal, 13 Apr. 1778. This notice appeared in The Boston-Gazette, and Country
Journal for three weeks.

BRIGADIER GENERAL WILLIAM SMALLWOOD TO GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON

[Extract]
Dear Sir Wilmington [Del.] April 13" 1778

... Yesterday morning 50 men from a Frigate and Sloop' landed at one Porters?
below Newcastle 6 miles, and were getting Grain & Stock off, I detached a Party and
all the Waggons to be had— (except such as are always held ready for a sudden
Move)— with Orders to remove the Grain to Christiana Bridge w is within three
or four Miles. This man has 1000 Bushells of Corn, & 2000 of Wheat whiek lying on
the Shore, which he has had repeated Orders to move, but hitherto to no Purpose,
The Grain will be moved Tomorrow & I have ordered the Party to burn his Hay if he
does not also move it— these Waggons will be a draw back to the Object in View but
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as they were at this Duty Yesterday I thought it best not to order them off till Tomor-
row when I expect it will be finished— We have drew latterly chief of our Supplies
from that part of the Country to Christiana from whence they are brought down in
one of the Captured Sloops—? this Measure I judged best as the Stores & Forage in
that part lye most exposed to the depredations of the Enemy— As you seem to rec-
ommend a Circular March to avoid a possibility of being intercepted I don’t know
but I shall touch at Fags Manor* in my way up— but shall submit this to further In-
quiry.

50 Sail have passed up within this two Days 30 of which are Transport Ships &
Brigs the remainder Sloops &c which seem to be loaded[;] the Transports are light
and appear to have no Troops on Board they passed up under Convoy of a 64 & a
Frigate—? in haste remain with sincere Regard [&c.]

W Smallwood

L, DLC, George Washington Papers, Series 4. Addressed below close: “Gen" Washington.” In the portions
of the letter not printed here, Smallwood acknowledged receiving Washington’s orders of 12 Apr. and
discussed the removal of his detachment’s wounded and stores.

1. H.M. frigate Thames, Capt. Tyringham Howe, commander; H.M. frigate Brune, Capt. James Fergu-
son, commander; and H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Dispatch, Comdr. Christopher Mason, commander,
were all operating in the area mentioned by Smallwood, though none of the logs of these vessels mentions
any such expedition. UKLPR, Adm., 51/982; 51/117;51/253.

2. Probably Alexander Porter.

3. On the captured sloop, see News from Burlington, New Jersey, 7 Jan. 1778. NDAR 11: 54-55.

4. That is, Faggs Manor, present-day Londonderry, Pa. In his letter to Smallwood of 12 Apr., Wash-
ington ordered the stores at Faggs Manor moved unless Smallwood “think them safe.” DLC, George Wash-
ington Papers, Series 4.

5. In his journal entry for 11 Apr., Capt. John Montresor reported the arrival in Philadelphia of “40
Sail of Transports &c. from New York under Convoy of the Nautilus Ship of War.” Montresor, Journals,
485. The H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Nautilus, Comdr. John Collins, commander, was a 14-gun sloop.
Also, an eleven-ship convoy was proceeding up the Delaware River at that time, escorted by H.M.S. Isis,
Capt. John Raynor, commander, and by H.M. frigate Pearl, Capt. John Linzee, commander. UKLPR, Adm.
51/484.

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE EMERALD, CAPTAIN BENJAMIN CALDWELL

April 1778 [Hampton Church NWBN, Old Point
Monday 13" Comfort, NEBN, Sowels Point SBW.]
Ditto Wea” [Moderate Wea"] at 2 PM anchored here His
Majesty’s Ship Richmond,' at 5 PM the S$ Albans® made a Signal
for seeing 5 strange Sail, & we answered it Unmoored Ship &
hove Short; at 7 PM the Richmond Weigh’d & Gave Chace, at 8
PM departed this life M* Conway Spencer (Mid)® at 9 PM sent
our Barge [to] board one of the Sail, which was the Dunmore Ten-
der,* with a French snow,” and a Schooner,’ her prizes & a French
Polacker which She chaced up & run her aground upon the
Willoby’s Shoal;” and the " Albans Tender boarded her;®
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/311.
1. H.ML.S. Richmond, Capt. John L. Gidoin, commander.
2. HM.S. St. Albans, Capt. Richard Onslow, commander.
3. That is, Midshipman.
4. H.M. brig tender Dunmore, Lt. John Wright, commander.

5. Snow Francois, Jean Ettiene La Fontaine, master.
6. Schooner L Source, Joseph Ratty, master.
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7. The journal entry of H.M.S. St. Albans for 13 Apr. gives the following information about this uniden-
tified polacca: “from Cadiz bound up James River load’d with dry goods and Salt.” UKLPR, Adm. 51/828.
8. Presumably tender schooner Dasher.

JOURNAL OF THE VIRGINIA NAVY BOARD

[ Williamsburg] Monday the 13" day of April 1778.—
Present.
Mr Hutchings, Mr Travis, and Mr Archer.—
Ordered that Mr Armistead,' be desired to purchase for the use of the Navy twelve
tons of ship Iron, three d* of nail Iron of different sizes, and one ditto of iron plates
for Cambooses.—?2

Ordered that the Keeper of the public store, deliver to Lieutenant Joshua Singleton
five hundred pump Tacks for the use of the Henry Galley.—

Ordered that the Keeper of the publick magazines, deliver to Lieutenant Michael
James eighteen pound of Lead for the use of the Brigantine Northampton.—

Mr Isaac Mercer received Orders to proceed with the Boat Nicholson under his com-
mand to Cabinpoint, and call on Mr Belches for ten thousand weight of Bacon, and
as much pork as will fill up his Boat, observing to be careful to receive none but what
is good, and to be particular as to the quantity, returning as soon as possible and wait
on the Board for further Orders.—
DS, Vi, Navy Board Journal, p. 381.

1. William Armistead, Jr., Virginia’s Commissary of Stores.

2. A camboose or caboose was a small deck house used as a galley on larger vessels or, on small
coasting vessels, a cooking-stove usually used on the open deck.

THOMAS SMITH TO SAMUEL PHILLIPS SAVAGE, PRESIDENT OF
THE MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR

Honble Sir Virginia Williamsburg 13 April 1778

I received your Favour of the 31% Jan’ and 6™ & 6™ February last,' and observe
the Contents, am sorry it has not been in my power to have answered you before
now the seeessary requisitions made by your Honble Board naturally led me to make
the reeessary inquirys after the papers which were supposed to have been in the care
of Capt” Thomas Herbert (who Captured the Portland Prises),? but, Sir after my most
earnest desire of obtaining the necessary papers and every proof essential for the
Condemnation of the Vessel. I find myself defeated,—

therefore i the matter must rest on the papers you have now in your Possession;
and which I hope will be suff* to prove her British property at least amount to a pre-
sumption equal to our wishes and should I be happy enough to discover anything in
future which may Beam a light on the affair you may be assured of my earliest trans-
mittance of the same.

You would, Sir, have been addressed in this Subject by a dif hand had there have
been a Board of War in this State, but that not being the Case Your Address came,
and under the Cognizance of His Excellency the Governor and his Honble Council,
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who have given me Instructions to answer your sundry favors which I shall think my
self Honord in doing as Occasion requires from particular desire I have drawn on
you, Favor M" Hesrry R Harvey of Salem, New England for 333 Dollars which I flatter
myself will meet due Honor having rec® 3 Value here, the Balance of the Nett pro-
ceeds of the Prise you’ll please Remitt to the Honble the Members in Congress for
the State of Virginia® I am with due respect [&c.]

Thomas Smith

LB, Vi, Thomas Smith Letter Book, vol. 1. Addressed at top: “The Hon""* the President of the Board
War Boston.” Smith was Virginia’s State Agent.

1. The letter of 31 Jan. 1778 from the Board of War to Gov. Patrick Henry is in NDAR 11: 243.

2. Capt. Thomas Herbert formerly commanded the Virginia Navy brigantine Liberty. The prize, sloop
Portland, T. Bayley, master, 100 tons burthen, had been taken into Boston by Prize Master Seth Cobb.

3. On 20 Apr., Smith wrote the Virginia delegates to Congress informing them that he had requested
the Massachusetts Board of War to send them the net proceeds of the prize and asking that they inform
him when they received it. Vi, Thomas Smith Letter Book, vol. 1. On 25 July, Smith wrote to his assistants
on Virginia’s Eastern Shore that reportedly 382 barrels of raisins and figs, the cargo of the prize Portland,
had arrived on board the schooner General Smallwood but that his assistants had sent Smith neither notice
of it nor information concerning the distribution of the goods. Smith to Isaac and Thoroughgood Smith,
25 July 1778, Vi, Thomas Smith Letter Book, vol. 3.

RETURN OF OFFICERS AND MEN ON BOARD GEORGIA NAVY ARMED GALLEY CONGRESS
FROM MARCH TO APRIL 1778

A Return of Officers and Men doing duty on Board the Congress Galley From 13"
March to 13" April 78

John Newdigate— Capt——- 3 Rations
S. Watson Lieut——— 2 D°
Lewis Mumford Clerk——— 1
Ja* Sutor Boatswain 1
Jn° Bigot—— Gunner 1
Jn° Brown—— Carpenter 1

E Morton——— Steward 1
Jn° Manly—— 1
Har® Russel 1
Joseph White 1

G. Scott 1

B. Brown 1

N. Pirrett! 1
Jn° Robinson 1
Negroes 12 12

28 Rations?
1 days Rations for 9 Additional Seamen . Order Com™ Bowen
1 Days Rations for 28 of the Artillery Cap® Young # Comodores Order

M’ Sheftal. S* d1* the above twenty eight Rations for the Crew of the Congress and the
additional thirty saven rations served as above specified.

O Bowen
13" March 1778 Comm®

Received March 13" 429" Beef 3 BBI* Rice & the Within Rations of Salt 8" Can-
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dles & 54 Gallons Molosis in part of the Within Rations.
And 163™ Beef March 24 &
96™ Pork—6"™ Soap
Lew® Mumford
Rec? 103™ Beef
& 125 d*
& 45™ Pork

820™ Beef
372" pork

Received the Within Rations in fact April 3% 1778
Lew* Mumford

D, NNAJHS, Mordecai Sheftall Papers, D-92. No place is given but for much of this time, the armed galleys
of the Georgia Navy were stationed at Sunbury, Ga.

1. On a return for the Georgia Navy galley Washington for August 1778, his name is given as “Nickles
Parrot.” NNAJHS, Mordecai Sheftall Papers.

2. The column actually totals 29 rations.

PROVISION RETURN FOR THE CREW AND MARINES SERVING IN
GEORGIA NAVY ARMED GALLEY CONGRESS

A Provission Return of Officers and Men, including Marines doing duty on Board
the Congress Galley commanded by Capt Jn® Newdigate-Monday April 13™ 1778—

1 Jn® Newdigate Captain 3 Ra*
2 M. De Songyj— 1 Lieut— 2 do
3 Lewis Mumford Clerk 1do
4 John Manley Boatswain 1do
5 John Bigot— Gunner 1
6 Jo* White— Armourer 1
7 Benj. Brown Seaman 1
8 Har* Russel Deo— 1
9 Geo: Scott— d> 1
10 John Robinson do— 1
25 15 Negroes _ 15
28 Ra® Congress’s
Crew
26 Jn® Alcock. Serg" 4™ Battlion' 1 Marines
27 Jno Cully De 34 do 2 1 on Board
28 Rob" Cass Cor* 4™ Do 1 the
29 Laury Harrison d* do 1 Congress
30 W= Bishop Priv' Do 1 Galley
31 Hen* Grayon do do 1
32 Roger Carrol do do 1
33 Ja* Moore— do do 1
34 Rawly Griffiths do do 1
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35 Jesse Smith— do do 1
36 Jn° Tomlinson— do do 1
37 Mooreman Dobbs do  do 1
38 John Junior— do do 1
39 John Philips do do 1
40 Geo: Stapleton do do 1
41 Tho* Elliot— do do 1
42 John Bartrap do do 1
43 Mich" Cockburn do do 1
46—

Total—46 Ration
1 Weeks Rations for 46 Men
483" Beef. 3229 Of Rice, 20 Gall* Molasses, 3™ Candles, 3™ Soap: Salt 16 Quarts
Rec? the Above In full
Lew®* Mumford

D, NNAJHS, Mordecai Sheftall Papers, P-12. No place is given but the Congress galley was stationed at Sun-
bury, Ga. There is a note on the first page of the return that reads: “Mr. Sheftal/dl? one weeks Rations
agreable/to the within return. O Bowen Commo.” This list of the crew and marines differs from the list
dated 13 March 1778 to 13 April 1778, this date, above.

1. That is, Fourth Georgia Continental Battalion, Col. John White, commander.

2. That is, Third Georgia Continental Battalion, the commander of which, Col. James Screven, re-

signed on 21 Mar. 1778, and his successor, Col. John Stirk, did not assume command until 9 May 1778.
Searcy, Georgia-Florida Contest, 1776—1778, p. 139.

JOURNAL OF TIMOTHY BOARDMAN, CARPENTER’S MATE OF
CONNECTICUT NAVY SHIP OLIVER CROMWELL

[1778, April] 13* Cros? the Tropick! Shav?! & Duck About 60 Men.?

Log-Book of Timothy Boardman, p. 51.

1. That is, the Tropic of Cancer (Lat. 23° 27' N).

2. This passage refers to the traditional “crossing-the-line” ceremony in which sailors who had never
crossed into the tropics (polliwogs) were initiated into the ranks of veteran mariners (shellbacks). For an
account of another “crossing-the-line” ceremony, see Diary of John Adams for 7 Mar. 1778 in NDAR 11:
1068.

JOURNAL OF H.M. SHIP-RIGGED SLOOP-OF-WAR SNAKE, COMMANDER WILLIAM YOUNG

April [1778] [At Sea, off St. Eustatius]'

Sunday 13: [AM] Chaced a Brig to the Sow® Fresh breezes and squally. [ PM]
fired a shot to bring too the chace. She brought too and return’d
a broadside fired a broadside into her. She struck & proved a
brig from Carolina loaded with rice & indigo.? Exchanged her
people & made sail in chace of a schooner. In a squall carried
away the Main and fore topmasts. Employed all night clearing
the deck.

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/906, part 1.

1. The location of H.M. sloop Snakeis taken from the noon reading for 14 Apr.

2. Brig Friendship, Archibald Young, master, 100 tons, carrying 6 guns and a crew of 12, from South
Carolina. Young’s Prize List, 27 Apr., below.
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April 14

JOHN WENDELL TO ROBERT MORRIS

Sir Portsmouth N: Hampshire April 14™ 1778

I did myself the Honour to write You under the 4" November last, in which I
took the Liberty to write you on the Subject of the Impolicy of not supporting Gen-
tlemen of the Navy, in proper Rank, and just hinted that John P. Jones Esq" of the
Ranger thought Himself degraded, that others were no ways connected in the Service,
when he was the Eldest Lieut™ & yet they superseeded Him, He felt the Degradation,
& could scarce yield to it, however he was perswaded to do it, & from the personal
Respect he bore to You, and the Presumption you was not consenting to it he made
himself contented, I have the Pleasure to assure you, that from a Number of Letters
from the Officers under his Command, they give him an excellent Character, both
as a Gentleman & Seaman, a Man of Resolution & Prudence and give me Leave to
add, worthy of y" Patronage. He looks to You for the Preservation of his Rank. I have
a Number of Friends in Congress but not in the marine Department, that it is notin
their Way to serve him; The Raliegh Frigate is arrived here, tho’ the Alfred is not, she
being taken by two Frigates (both of which she ingaged in sight of the Raliegh but
without her giving Assistance, Capt Henman is suppose’d to be carried into Antegua,
& I hope will be soon discharged, That if there is any bad Management, it will be
known, the Passingers & Sailors make great Complaints I forbear my own Thoughts
till a fair Examination of the Case, but this I will say, I dare believe Cap' Jones would
not have suffered this Disgrace without the Risque of a Battle'

I am now to beg your Pardon for the trouble I give you in perusing this Letter
& the Freedom I have taken in writing it, being unknown to you, but I have done it
from a Principle of doing Justice to Capt Jones’s Merit I have the Honour to be with
singular Respect [&c.]

John Wendell

I have a Family Connection with the Morris Family in Morrisania how so with Yours
I know not—2
L, NHpR, Naval History Collection, Correspondence Regarding Naval-Maritime Matters, 1775-1783, no.
72. Addressed below close: “The Hon"*/Robert Morris Esq".” Docketed: “Portsm® New Hampshire/April
14" 1778—/John Wendell Esq"/relative to Cap'J.P. Jones.” John Wendell (1737-1808) was a Portsmouth,
N.H., merchant. His son, David Wentworth Wendell, served as a midshipman on the Continental Navy
ship Ranger, commanded by Capt. John Paul Jones. NDAR 10: 338-39.

1. On the capture of the Continental Navy ship Alfred, Capt. Elisha Hinman, commander, by the H.M.
frigate Ariadneand H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Ceres, see NDAR11: 575, 624. Capt. Thomas Thompson,
who commanded the Continental Navy frigate Raleigh, was tried by a court-martial in early July for his
role in the affair.

2. Robert Morris, a delegate to the Continental Congress from Pennsylvania, was not related to the
Morris family of Morrisania, N.Y., which included Gouverneur Morris, a delegate to Congress from New

York in 1778. Gouverneur Morris later served as assistant superintendent of finance under Robert Morris.
DAB.

JAMES WARREN TO WILLIAM VERNON

Dear Sir Boston April 14, 1778
I received yours of the 10" Instant last Evening.' the money was deliv-
ered to your Son last Saturday, and I dare say received by you on Monday Morn-



104 AMERICAN THEATER

ing. I was and am Still unable to say anything of the Cost of the Blanketts. The
truth is I received them and a much larger Number, with some Stockings, and a
quantity of Ravens Duck, from Bilboa on Acco" of the Continent, and Ventured
to reserve 300 blanketts, one bale of Stockings, and forty pieces of ravens duck
for our Board. one hundred and forty of these blanketts were forwarded to you.?
they are very good and you’l be able to set a proper price on them. I suspected
the late Movements would Excite the Vigilence of the Enemy. Would it not be
good policy to give out in such a manner as will reach them, that we mean only
to keep in port a larger Number of their Ships, and to Guard Providence River.
If they get it and it Succeeds it may put them off their Guard, and at the same
time their laying there may make many objects for our fireships if you think
proper to improve them. I have already wrote you on the Subject of the Colum-
bus’s Stores.” I cant think of a better disposition of them than sending to Boston
or some Secure place this way. I don’t at present know of any birth for M*
Brown.! he must be remembered when we have. I will mention M" Dunham to
Cap' Hopkins® as you desire. We have not any News of any kind. I am Your Friend
and hum"* Serv'

J Warren
“Papers of William Vernon and the Navy Board,” p. 234. Addressed at foot: “Hon"* Will™ Vernon Esq"
[Providence].”
1. Not found.

2. The blankets were for the Continental Navy frigate Providence, Capt. Abraham Whipple, com-
mander, which was fitting out for a cruise.

3. Continental Navy ship Columbus.

4. Possibly Lt. John Brown, Continental Navy.

5. Capt. John Burroughs Hopkins commanding Continental Navy frigate Warren.

RHODE ISLAND COUNCIL OF WAR TO CHARLES WALLER

State of Rhode Island &c. In Council of War

Sir, Providence April 14™ 1778.
We wrote you yesterday proposing the Exchange of sundry Prisoners,' since

which we are inform’d that the Ship Neptune ——— Smallwood? Master lately Cap-

tured by the Warren Frigate® has been since retaken and carried into Newport Har-
bour.* We would therefore propose to exchange the said Cap" Smallwood and his
Crew, for Allen Brown &e-his Prize Master and the Crew of the said Ship Neptune now
Prisoners in Newport, And upon your sending us the said Allen Brown and his Crew
or assuring us that the Exchange shall be made agreeable to this Proposal we will
see that the said Cap" Smallwood & his Crew be immediately sent to Newport. We
are Sir [&c.]
Signed by Order and in Behalf of
the Council of War by

Df, R-Ar, Letters from the Governor, vol. 3 (1778-1779), 26. Waller was commissary of prisoners at New-
port. Addressed at foot: “Charles Waller, Esqr.” Docketed: “Council of War to Charles/Waller Esqr; Com-
missary of/Prisoners, April 14™ 1778.”

1. Not printed.

2. Capt. Joseph Smallwood was master of the English merchant ship Neptune.

3. Continental Navy frigate Warren, Capt. John Burroughs Hopkins, commander.
4. Neptune was recaptured by H.M. frigate Orpheus on 26 Mar. UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fol. 486-87.
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MINUTES OF THE PENNSYLVANIA SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

The Council met

Lancaster, Tuesday, April 14, 1778.
Present. His Excell* Tho* Wharton, jun., Esq", President. Joseph Hart, Esq", Jonat™
Hoge, Esq", James Edgar, Esq", & Jacob Arndt, Esq,

Francis Bryan, a private belonging to the Chatham Galley, having lost his Arm in
the Service, made application to the Council, for a present Supply of Money, (& pro-
ducing a furlow for one Month) On consideration, An Order was drawn on the Treas-
urer in favor of the said Francis Bryan, for the Sum of Five Pounds to be charged to
William C, Bradford, Paymaster of the Fleet.

D, PharH, RG 27, Minute Books of the Supreme Executive Council, vol. 6: 252.

CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO WILLIAM SMITH

Sir [ York, Pa.] April 14™1778

Enclosed is Captain David Porters receipt for Ten thousand Dollars paid him
by this Committee which he will deliver to you and you will apply towards purchasing
the flour and Iron for the use of the Navy in the Eastern Departm! We are Sir [&c.]
LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fol. 141 (M332, roll 6). Addressed before opening:
“William Smith Esq".”

1. On 11 Apr. Congress ordered that a warrant be issued “in favour of the Marine Committee” for
$10,000 to pay Smith. DNA, PCC, item 136, vol. 2, p. 215 (M247, roll 145); JCC 10: 338.

JOURNAL OF THE MARYLAND COUNCIL

[Annapolis] Tuesday 14™ April 1778
[Ordered] That the Said Treasurer Pay to Captain John David five hundred and
Thirty Eight Pounds, seventeen Shillings and four Pence due to the Crew of the Gal-
ley Congquerorlately under his Command and the further sum of Twenty six Pounds
one Shilling & five Pence per Accounts passed by the Auditor General'

D, MdAA, Governor and Council Proceedings, 3842, S1071-23, p. 193.
1. Zephaniah Turner.

JOURNAL OF THE VIRGINIA NAVY BOARD

[ Williamsburg] Tuesday the 14™ day of April 1778.—
Present.
Mr Hutchings, Mr Travis and Mr Archer—

Ordered that the Orders given to Captain George Elliot of the tenth instant, be coun-
termanded, and that he now proceed in Consequence of fresh Orders with the Galley
under his command' to the head of Elk, taking with him thither under Convoy the
Brigantine Northampton, and deliver his Load to Colo Hollingsworth, from whom he
must have a particular receipt for the same as its for the Grand Army,? then he is to
apply to Mr Tobias Rudolph for as much ship iron as he can conveniently bring for
the use of the Navy and to return as soon as possible to Queens Creek and wait on
the board for further Orders—
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Lieutenant Michael James receives Orders to proceed with the Brigantine Northamp-
ton under his Command, under the Convoy of Captain George Elliot to the head of
Elk, and deliver his Load to Colo Hollingsworth taking a receipt for the same, then
he is to apply to Mr Rudolph for as much ship iron as he can conveniently take on
Board for the use of the Navy, and to return as soon as possible to queens Creek,
and to wait on the Board for further Orders.—

Ordered that the Keeper of the public store, deliver to Lieutenant John Laherty one
hundred yards of light duck for the use of the ship Dragon.—

Ordered that a Warrant issue to Mr David Anderson for the use of Captain Eliezer
Callender on account for fifty pounds for the purpose of furnishing necessaries for
the use of the Ship Dragon.—

This Board doth recommend to his Excellency the Governour, and the honourable
the Council Mr John Richards as a proper person to be appointed a Lieutenant in
the Navy of this State.—
DS, Vi, Navy Board Journal, p. 382.

1. Virginia Navy galley Safeguard.

2. The “Grand Army” was Gen. George Washington’s Continental Army. On 5 June, the Council of
the State of Virginia instructed that an order be drawn on the state’s delegates in Congress for $7,784%
“in favour of M" Tobias Rudolph for a Quantity of Bar Iron purchased by him for this State.” H.R. MclIl-

waine, et. al., eds., Journals of the Council of the State of Virginia, 4 vols. to date (Richmond, Virginia State Li-
brary, 1931-), 2: 145.

COMMANDER JOSEPH NUNN, R.N., TO GOVERNOR PETER CHESTER OF WEST FLORIDA

Copy (A) On Board His Majestys Sloop hound
Sir off New Orleans 14™ April 1778—

I take the Earliest opportunity to acquaint your Excellency that I arrived here
on the 12 Instant after a very Tedious and painful navigation. I have not yet had
time to make myself perfectly acquainted with the Situation of the Kings affairs in
this Country, therefore I think it necessary to send, for your Information Copies of
Captain Ferguson’s Correspondence with the Governor of Louisiana, and with his
Majestys Subjects now under the protection of the Spanish Government—" I will at
Present confine myself to the following observations That the head Quarters of the
Rebels is now at New Orleans from whence they make their plundering Excursions
both by Land and water, in so private a manner that it is not possible for the Kings
Ships to prevent it, I most earnestly wish to know what your Excellency would rec-
ommend in such a Situation. Do you think I should Commence hostilities with
Spain—? or would you have His Majestys Ships proceed up the River, where there is
Scarce a Subject left— and the most fertile parts of the Province are laid waste—
Manchack is Totally Stript, and only the bare walls of the houses remain as a Monu-
ment of the Cruel depredations that have been committed by a Rebel Banditti— A
number of His Majestys Subjects have Escaped with a Considerable part of their prop-
erty, and Sought Protection on the Spanish Territory; and I am well assured, that
they will not return to their Plantations ’till they Can have the protection of a Suffi-
cient Military Force; if such Protection can be afforded from Pensacola the officers
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and Crews of His Majestys Ships under my Command, will be happy in Cooperating
with the Kings Troops in bringing about so desirable an end— I heartily wish such a
measure may be adopted, if not I have only to lament the loss of the most Fertile
parts of West Florida— and perhaps a number of Industruous People who will be
under the necessity of becoming Spanish Subjects. I beg leave further to observe to
your Excellency that I think all British Commerce to this River, should on our part
be prohibited, whilst an Enemy is in Possession of the Country. I am well assured
that Goods have been lately Introduced into this place by British Merchants, which
Goods have been purchased by the Spanish Commissary for Indian Affairs expressly
for the purpose of gaining over the Indian Nations, a Circumstance that may prove
fatal to the peace and welfare of your Province

Captain Fergusson by his good Conduct and perseverance has succeeded so far
as to prevail on the Merchants, to draw all their Ships from the Town of New Orleans.
M" Campbells Brig® that was taken is given up, and will fall down the River this day,
the only British Ship remaining here is the Rebecca Still under the protection of the
Spanish Governor, in Consequence of her having been taken upon English Territory.

I could wish to know whether your Excellency conceives this affair, is to be Set-
tled by Arms, or by Negotiation; if the latter I think it would be highly necessary, that
your Excellency should send deputies from your Council, who I think would have
much more weight than possibly could be expected from the Commander of a Kings
Sloop, whose line of Service is quite Foreign to such Business. Neither Captain Fer-
guson or myself have heard a Word of M" Burdon since he has got his reinforcement,*
but I have the Mortification to learn that a Party of Rebels (under the Command of
one Rumsey formerly an officer in His Majestys Service)® have plundered Several
Plantations, and burned Houses near the Lakes— For any further Information I refer
you to the Bearer who is a good Subject and has His Majestys Service much at heart—
I have the honor to be &c.

Jo* Nunn

P.S. Since writing the above I have received an account of the Capture of a Schooner
in the Mississippi and that you may be fully acquainted with the Particulars I have
enclosed to you, a Copy of a Petition from M" Ross to Governor Galvez on that Sub-
ject—" The very difficult Situation that I am in in Consequence of the part that the
Spanish Governor has taken in this affair renders it unnecessary for me to point out
to you how far it may be requisite to take some Speedy and Spirited measures to pre-
vent a growing evil—’

This I am Convinced, of that you have more force in the Province than the
Spaniards have in Louisiana, altho Joined by their associates— I had forgot to tell
your Excellency that your Letter was delivered to Governor Galvez Yesterday.—
Copy, UKLPR, C.O. 5/594, fol. 553-56. Enclosed in a letter from Chester to Lord George Germain of 7
May 1778, below. Rear Adm. Sir Peter Parker also enclosed a copy of this letter in his letter to the Secretary
of the Admiralty, 27 July 1778. UKLPR, Adm. 1/241.

1. Nunn forwarded twelve letters that passed between Comdr. John Fergusson, commander of H.M.
ship-rigged sloop-of-war Sylph, and Gov. Don Bernardo de Galvez, covering the period 14 Mar. through 6
Apr. 1778. He also forwarded four proclamations and/or letters between Fergusson and the British sub-
jects residing in Louisiana and New Orleans, spanning the period 23 Mar. to 3 Apr. 1778. Copies of all of
these documents were enclosed in Chester to Germain, 7 May 1778, and can be found in UKLPR, C.O.
5/594, fols. 559-90.

2. Chester referred this question to Germain in his letter of 7 May, below. As seen in a note at that
letter, Germain expressly forbade initiating hostilities with Spain.
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3. On the release of the brigantine Neptune, see Galvez to Chester, 1 May, below. John Campbell was
the brigantine’s owner.

4. Lt. George Burdon, commander of H.M. armed sloop West Forida, then operating on Lakes
Pontchartrain and Maurepas.

5. For more on Captain Rumsey, see Willing to Continental Marine Committee, this date, below.

6. See Petition of David Ross and Company to Gdlvez, 11 Apr., above.

7. As seen in Galvez to Chester, 1 May, below, Galvez ordered its American captors to return the
schooner Dispatch to its owner.

8. Nunn delivered Chester’s letter to Galvez of 21 Mar. That letter is discussed in Galvez’s reply of 1
May, below.

CAPTAIN JAMES WILLING, CONTINENTAL ARMY, TO THE
CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE

Gentlemen of the Comittee of Congress for the Navy Board New Orleans 14" Ap"
1778

Copy
Sirs

I have scarce time even to give you an imperfect sketch of my route to this place,
for the particulars of which I must refer you to some future occasion by which I pro-
pose sending my Journal agreeable to the Instructions I had the honor to receive
from You.! I left Fort Pitt with your Dispatches the 11" Jan* taking with me 24 Privates
Two Serjeants and a M* M¢Intyre? whom I appointed to act as Lieu® until your Pleas-
ures was known, whose prudent and courageous conduct since will recommend him
to your Notice when Known beyond any thing I can possibly advance.—

After making the best of my way I found on my arrival at the English Aux Arc
opposite the River Arcansaw,’ The British Flag was hoisted in Defiance by the Indian
Commissary whom I made Prisoner took his Goods, and notwithstanding the oppo-
sition I met with from several Chickasaws carried with me also sundry Traders

The Spanish Commandant Mons" DeVillier! received me with uncommon Po-
liteness and offer’d me every service or assistance in his Power against the Indians
detached by Stewart against any Americans they might fall in with. from hence I
pushed to the Walnut Hills where I was informed lay a Body of 60 Indians with some
British Soldiers to attack Us— I took prisoners 50 Indians and four white Men the
Indians namely Chactaws where sent to their Nation upon a promise of laying down
the Hatchet and the white Men I carried along with me to the Natchez which I took
possession off the 20" February[.] The Inhabitants all except the Magistrates taking
an Oath of Neutrality a Copy of which I inclose,” from hence I proceeded down the
River taking all the British Property in my way to Manchac where Hen” Stewart the
Indian Com?* narrowly escaped being my Prisoner by saving himself in his Shirt and
crossing the Ibberville—°

To this place was detached Lieu" M‘Intyre with 12 Men whose Conduct has
gained him immortal honor for it was owing to his success that we did not loose in a
great Measure the honor and property we acquired. He took by a most resolute and
well conducted Plan a large Ship belonging to London called the Rebecca mounts 8
Dble fortified 3 Pounders 6 dble fortified 4 pounders 12 Swivells (and 10 Men on-
board) besides small Arms[.]” I likewise took a Brig® with a load of Lumber burnt a
considerable quantity of Staves &c As I delivered the whole into the hands of the
Agent’ I must refer you to his Letters at this time for particulars.— I am sorry to in-
form you that Yesterday I received an account from the Natchez that One Colonel
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Hutchins who had made his escape from this place had by his Storys & influence got
anumber of Men assembled to protect their Property pretending to apprehend Dan-
ger from the Americans, But as One M" Hiorn'’ one of the Delegates is arrived and
has in a great measure as I understand removed their prejudices and fears I appre-
hend no bad consequences, however I shall depart from here speedily to settle matters
and from thence proceed to the Illinois where I shall endeavour to secure myself (per-
haps take possession) of the Country until you send me the necessary succours to
mount the Ohio, As we have good information the Enemy intend to interrupt and
cut us off if possible I imagine I may be able to carry back with me about 150 Men
owing to the junctions of the Two M* Harrisons & Eliot"' who have enter’d with alacrity
into the service as Lieutenants and who have since lost their Property for their noble
and spirited behaviour. Captain Rumsey formerly an Officer and Engineer in the
British Service has joined me at the particular recommendation of the Agent and ap-
probation of Captain Will™ Pickles— and as we have the strongest reason to conceive
him a valuable acquisition to the States, We have conjointly signd assured and recom-
mended him to be confirmed in the Rank of Captan of Engineers, He acts as Adjutant
here and will be of considerable utility in forming my work that may be necessary
upon the River or at the Illinois, he has already been out upon the Lakes in search of
the Kings Sloop of War but she was returned to Pensacola—'2 However it has had this
good Effect that most of the Inhabitants along the Coast as far as Mobile are bringing
in their Cattle to this place by which means Pensacola will in some measure be Dis-
tressed— If it was not for four Frigates that are now in the River and seem to intimi-
date a little our Protector' I proposed sending a Detachment to Mobile, at present I
believe we must think of our Retreat Capt™ Calvert has taken a Vessell belonging to
a M Ross the property of the Capture is as yet disputed'* But for the particulars I must
again refer You to Your Commercial Agent and remain w™ the greatest Respect [ &c.]
Ja* Willing

Since writing the foregoing I am sorry to inform You that Lieu* Rueben Harri-
son and Ellis with 20 Men of our Party were cut off at the Natchez who went up with
an intent to pacify the minds of the People and remove their prejudices. Both Offi-
cers and five Men agreeable to the best information I have yet [got?] were kill’d on
the Spot four wounded and the rest made Prisoners—' I refer you to the Agents
Letters for particulars & to Lieu* George who has charge of this— As the Enemy
have posses’d themselves of all the passes on the River and there is Two Frigates now
lying here I am incapable as yet of determining how to act; We want assistance both
Men and Boats: I shall do myself the honor of writing You sirs in a few days in expec-
tation of better News, as I hear Gen" Hand is on the Wabashe—!'® The Ship Rebecca
is put under protection of the Spanish Gov" and we are in all about 70 in Number

The party who cut off our Men as above consisted of about 300 Men backed by
about as many Chactaws headed by one John M<Gillivray of Mobile and Alex" M‘In-
tosh of the Natchez!” I am—Sirs/Yours-&¢

JW—g

3% [May, 1778]
Copy, DNA, PCC, item 78, vol. 23, pp. 491-94 (M247, roll 104). Notation at the bottom of the last page:
COPI}’: Willing’s journal has not been found.

2. On 8 Mar. 1779, Congress not only confirmed Thomas McIntire’s appointment as lieutenant, but
promoted him to the rank of “captain in the army of the United States.” JCC 13: 291-92.
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3. At the site where the Arkansas River flowed into the Mississippi River were the posts of Aux Arc.
On the east side of the Mississippi stood English Aux Arc; on the west side of the river stood the post of
Spanish Aux Arc.

4. Don Baltasar de Villiers, commander of the post at Aux Arc or Spanish Arkansas.

5. For the text of the capitulation signed by the residents of the Natchez District, see Minutes of the
Governor’s Council of West Florida, 17 Mar. 1778. NDAR 11: 678-80.

6. On the escape of Henry Stuart, British Deputy Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Southern District,
see NDAR 11: 524, 526. As seen there, Stuart took refuge inside the fort at Spanish Manchac.

7. On the capture of the Rebecca, John Cox, master, see NDAR 11: 490-92.

8. On the capture of the brig Neptune, see NDAR 11: 699. As seen there, the capture was credited to
Thomas Mclntire and Richard Harrison.

9. Oliver Pollock, Continental Commercial Agent.

10. William Hiorn, one of the delegates named by the residents of Natchez to treat with Willing, had
accompanied Willing to New Orleans as surety that the residents would abide by the agreement. NDAR
11: 679, 682.

11. Richard and Reuben Harrison, James Eliot.

12. H.M. armed sloop West Florida, 1.t. George Burdon, commander.

13. Only two Royal Navy vessels, H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Sylph, Comdr. John Fergusson, com-
mander, and H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Hound, Comdr. Joseph Nunn, commander, were in the Mis-
sissippi River. As seen at Galvez to Don Diego Josef Navarro, this date, below, the report that two additional
British frigates were approaching the river was false. The “Protector” was Don Bernardo de Galvez.

14. Capt. Joseph Calvert commanded the privateer schooner Reprisal. The prize was the schooner
Dispatch, which was owned by David Ross & Co. Galvez later ordered that it be restored to its owner, Robert
Ross, because it was taken in Spanish-controlled territory.

15. There were conflicting claims concerning this engagement, but it appears that Anthony
Hutchins laid a trap for the Americans at White Cliffs, some five leagues below Natchez. Lt. Reuben
Harrison learned of the ambush from a resident and sent word via that resident that he had come to
enforce the oath of allegiance and not to stir up trouble and therefore would approach Hutchins’ po-
sition peaceably. Upon arriving at Hutchins’ position, the Americans recognized the trap and ordered
“friends of the United States to separate themselves.” In the confusion that followed, one of Hutchins’s
more ardent disciples fired on the Americans, which precipitated a general exchange of gunfire.
Hutchins’s force of thirty men, who were less exposed, got the best of the exchange and the Americans,
who had five killed (including Harrison) and four wounded, were forced to surrender. “Deposition of
William Ferguson, November 6, 1797,” in Andrew Ellicott, The Journal of Andrew Ellicott. [Philadelphia:
William Fry, 1814]; Hutchins to Lord George Germain, May 21, 1778, in Davies, Documents of the American
Revolution, 15: 123-26.

16. Brig. Gen. Edward Hand, the commander at Fort Pitt, was not at the confluence of the Wabash
and Mississippi rivers en route to reinforce Willing.

17. As seen in note 15, the force that captured the Americans at White Cliffs numbered only thirty
men and was commanded by Anthony Hutchins. McGillivray and his subordinate, Capt. Alexander
Mclntosh, did not arrive at Natchez with reinforcements until 28 May, more than a month after the en-
gagement. Farquhar Bethune to John Stuart, 16 June 1778, Davies, Documents of the American Revolution,
15: 145.

DON BERNARDO DE GALVEZ, GOVERNOR OF LOUISIANA, TO DON DIEGO JOSEF NAVARRO,
GOVERNOR OF CUBA

Reservada—

Muy Senor mio: Segun varias noticias secretas, y que por distintos sugetos he
recevido parece que los Yngleses proyectan un atentado contra esta Ciudad por
haver recivido en ella a los Americanos, y sus presas,' y aunq® La recepcion hecha a
dhos Americanos es la misma q“ Se verifica en los Puertos de Europa, y en las Yslas
de America, contra los q© Dhos Yngleses no han tomado venganza alguna, quiza se
atreveran con esta Plaza por verla indefensa: Nada tendria de cuerdo dho proceder,
y mas quando no parece q° Ellos estan en estado de procurarse la Guerra, pero las
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apariencias se conforman con las noticias, pues ya tengo al frente de esta Ciudad
dos Fragat*? y segun los avisos deven venir otras dos. 6 tres, de las quales la una se
considera en las pasaje este Rio, y se dice ge. Es de 32.. Canones, cuya Artilleria la
pasard otro buque para poder entrar por ellas;® Si esto és, asi no pueden dhas Fra-
gatas tener otro objeto q* el esta Plaza, pues a Manchak, Natches, y los demas es-
tablecim'* Yngleses, no tienen que Subir, ni q* hacer p" q* no ay nadie en ellos:
El que manda estas Fragatas se dice és un hombre brutal, y capaz de cometer
qualquier atentado, sin pararse en consequenc** Su intencion parece q* és la de
pedirme las presas de los Americanos, y sus personas particularmente la del Com-
mandante, Ofiziales de su partida, y si no combengo en ello, hacer fueo sobre la
Ciudad, y destruirla: Ya se deha ver, y Vs. Conocera q* yo no devo asentir a tal de-
manda, (que ya me la hace el Governador de Panzacola en carta q acavo de re-
civir)® y q% devo estar como efectivamente lo esta Resuelto a defender dhos
Americanos, y sus presas, y emplear p* ello todas las fuerzas que tengo aunque son
bien pocas, pues seguramente el Rey no aprovaria el que yo dejase impunemente
violar el Asilo que dhos Americanos pidieron en su Real nombre, y que bajo la
misma proteccion se la ha Concedido; pero como moralmente és casi imposible
que yo pueda hazer una gran defensa con poco mas de 200.. hombres casi todos
Cumplidos y acrehedores a Ymbalidos, y quatro Artilleros que aun estan divididos,
uno destacado, y los tres en esta Plaza, se hace indispensable, q“ Vs. me auxilie con
algunas Companias, 6 piquetes de esos Regimientos, y algunos Artilleros,’ esto es
por lo que hace a fuerzas de tierra, pues p* las de Mar és preciso tambien q Vs.
pida a el S Comandante General de ese Departamento el que embie tres o0 quatro
embarcaciones de Guerra ligeras, y manejables en este Rio, a fin de que con estos
auxilios no sean inutiles mis esfuerzos, y q en caso de Ataque queden con honor,
y ventaja las armas del Rey.

No creo sea menester q“ yo Suplique a Vs la prontitud con que deva venir el re-
fuerzo (sea qual fuese) q* Vs. me dé pues mis ideas son las de entretener las Con-
textaciones, y valerme de todos los medios que tengo premeditados para ganar
tiempo.

No obstante los bien fundados Rezelos que tengo, aun no creo que los Yngleses
se atrevan a Ynzultarme pero al mismo tpo6 no devo Confiarme de una nacion q“ ha
dado pruevas de poco escrupulosa en guarder feé quando se le antoja.

La situacion de esta Plaza és la mas rara, y Critica que puede haver; ella esta
abierta, y és la unica frontera q“ la Espana tiene con los Yngleses: si la Guerra es-
tubiera declarada estaria mas Segura, por que las defensas empezarian desde la Bal-
iza, pero no estandolo yo no puedo imperdirlo el que den fondo en la misma Levé,
0 Muelle y esta és una ventaja como la de tener la Punta de la Espada sobre el pecho,
y esperar a que el Enemigo hiera, y me atraviese para desembainar la mia; Por fin
ninguna fatiga ni precaucion perdonare que pueda Contribuir a la mejor defensa
de esta Provincia que el Rey me ha Confiado: Deme Vs. los auxilios que pueda con
la mayor prontitud, y al mismo tiempo este sin Cuidado, pues como ya he dicho en
nada cederé q“ pueda perjudicar el honor de la nacion.”

Dios Gué a Vs. m* a* c®> Deseo. Nuevo Orleans 14. de Abril de 1778/ B Lm. de
V.S. su m* at> serv*
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Bern® de Galvez
[Translation]
Private

My Very Dear Sir: According to various secret reports I have received from dif-
ferent individuals, it seems that the English are planning an attack against this City
in retaliation for the refuge given to the Americans and their prizes.! And although
the reception given to said Americans is the same as in the ports of Europe and
the Islands of America, against which the English have taken no revenge, they will
perhaps venture to do so here because they see the town as defenseless. That action
would not be prudent particularly since they do not appear to be prepared to wage
war. Nevertheless, appearances seem to confirm these reports as I already have two
frigates in front of the City? and according to reports, an additional two or three
are expected, one of which, said to be a vessel of thirty-two guns, is at the mouth
of the river; her armament will be transferred to another vessel to allow her pas-
sage.? If this is true, these frigates cannot have any other object but this town, as
there is no need to move upward and no business to attend to in Manchac,
Natchez, and the other English settlements given that no one is there. I have been
informed that the commander of these frigates is a brutal man, willing to commit
any kind of transgression without regard to the consequences.” It appears he in-
tends to demand I turn over the Americans and their prizes, especially the Com-
mander and the Officers in his party, and to open fire and destroy the city if I do
not accede to it. His intention is clear, and Your Lordship knows I cannot accede
to such a demand (which the Governor of Pensacola has already made in a dispatch
I have just received)® and that I should be, as in fact I am, determined to defend
these Americans and their prizes and to use all the forces at my disposal, although
they are few, for this purpose; surely the King would not approve of my allowing
the violation of asylum and protection granted to the Americans in his Royal name
to go unpunished. But, since in practicality it is nearly impossible for me to mount
a strong defense with a few more than two hundred men, the majority of whom
have served their full terms and are eligible for retirement allowances, including
four artillery men who are separated, one on detachment and the other three in
this town, it is indispensable Your Lordship assist me with several companies or a
detachment from your regiments as well as some artillerymen.® These will be used
for land defense while for the defense of the sea it will be necessary that Your Lord-
ship request from the General Commander of that department to send three or
four shallow-draft vessels that may be suitable for navigation in this river, so that
with this support my efforts will not be futile and that the King’s arms may stand
victorious and with honor.

Your Lordship, I do not believe it necessary to point out the immediacy with
which these reinforcements should arrive (whatever your Lordship may send me).
In the meantime, my idea is prolong the negotiations, making use of every means at
my disposal to gain time.

Although my suspicions are well founded, I still cannot believe the English
would dare attack me. At the same time, one must not trust a nation that has proven
less than scrupulous in keeping faith when it serves their purpose.
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The situation in this town is as critical and unusual as it could be. It is exposed
and is the only border that Spain has with the English. It would be more secure if
war was openly declared, as its defenses would begin at Belize, but since it is not, I
cannot prevent vessels from anchoring at the levee or wharf, and this is as disadvan-
tageous as having the Tip of a Sword at your chest, just waiting for your enemy to
strike, while trying to unsheathe one’s own. Be sure, I will forego no precaution that
may contribute to the best defense of this province entrusted to me by the King. Your
Lordship, give me as soon as possible whatever support you can, and at the same
time, rest assured I will not accede to any demands that may jeopardize the honor
of the nation.”

May God protect Your Excellency for many years. New Orleans 14 April 1778./
Your most loyal servant kisses Your hand

Bern® de Galvez
L, SpSAG, Cuba, Legajo 1232, no. 65. Translation by Alexander Hidalgo, 2011. Don Diego José Navarro
Garcia de Valladares served as captain general and governor of Cuba from 1777 to 1780.

1. The “Americans” were the expeditionary force commanded by Capt. James Willing.

2. The H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Sylph, Comdr. John Fergusson, commander, and H.M. ship-
rigged sloop-of-war Hound, Comdr. Joseph Nunn, commander.

3. The report that other frigates were then en route to the Mississippi River was false as Galvez ac-
knowledged in a letter to Navarro of 27 April. Kinnaird, ed., Spain in the Mississippi Valley, pp. 269-70.

4. Comdr. Joseph Nunn.

5. The letter from Gov. Peter Chester of West Florida has not been found.

6. In a letter to José de Galvez of 12 Apr., Bernardo de Gdlvez wrote that the threat to New Orleans
had caused him to construct a battery of eight cannon. He hoped the King of Spain would approve this
“pequeno gasto” or small expense. SpSAG, Santo Domingo, Legajo 2596, no. 140.

7. The requested reinforcement had arrived at the Balize by 22 May. Gdlvez to Navarro, 9 June,
SpSAG, Papeles de Cuba, Legajo 1232, no. 86.

April 15

AFFIDAVIT OF THOMAS CARRUTH

Know All Men by these Presents—
That I Thomas Carruth of Marblehead in the County of Essex Marriner for And in
Consideration of the Sum of Eighteen pounds Lawfull [money] to Me in hand paid
By Ebenezer Graves of Marblehead, in Said County, Blacksmith the Receipt Whereof
I do hereby Acknowledge, do here by Sell and assign and Make Over to him the Said
Ebenezer Graves and his heirs, or Attrony, One Quarter part of A Single Shear of
All prizes that Shall be taken By the Brigganteen General Gates' Cap' John Skimer
Com"in the Continential Service, Bound A Cruise Against the Enemys of the United
States of America, for the Space of five or Six Months—Further More I Do promise
that he Shall be Intitled to all the One Quarter of A Share of All prizes that Shall be
taken in Company or Any Other Ways Concern’d this Said Cruse And I the said
Thomas Carruth, do hereby Covenant and promise the Said Ebenezer Graves, that
I the Said Thomas Carruth, Will proceed in the Said Briggantteen and do My Duty
th[torn] there As to Intitle the Said Ebenezer to the Said of Quarter of A Share Dur-
ing the Whole of the Said Cruse be it Longer Or Shorter and I do hereby fully Im-
power, the Said Ebenezer Graves in My Name to demand and Receive of the Agent
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or Agents for the Said Briggateen During the whole of the Said Term and in My
Name to pass Ample Receipts and Discharge for the Same, In Witness Whereof I
have hereunto Set My hand & Seal this fifteenth Day of Aprill Anno Domini one
thousand Seven hundred & Seventy Eight—
Signed Sealed and
Delivered in presents
of us— thomas Carruth
Benj™ Wormsted
Thomas Vinning
Marblehead [Mass.] Aprill the 15" 1778
To the Agent
Sir Please to Deliver to Ebenz" Graves of Marblehead Or his Order? All that May Be
Due On the One Quarter of A Share that May be taken By the Brigganteen Genarall
Gales, Or Any prize Or prizes she May be Concerned in this Cruse and So doing you
will Oblidge your Hble Ser*
thomas Carruth
DS, MMhH]i, Privateers-Power of Attorney, no. 3593, Affidavits concerning Brig General Gates. Docketed:
“Thomas Couth Obligation.”
1. Continental Navy brigantine General Gates, Capt. John Skimmer, commander, which was fitting out
for her first cruise at Boston.
2. In a postscript of 6 July Ebenezer Graves designated Maj. Richard Reed his attorney to receive all

monies arising from Thomas Carruth’s service during the cruise of brigantine General Gatesin the summer
of 1778.

JOHN BRADFORD TO CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE

Hon"* Gentlemen, Boston 15 April 1778
I have the honour to transmit by this Opportunity the Schooners Acc* as com-
pleat as Circumstances would admit, there being a Number of the Warren & Lynchs
Men yet absent, which prevents my closing their Accounts at present.! I've the pleas-
ure to acquaint you of the Arrival of the Snow Robert,? at Bedford,® a prize to the War-
ren,* laded with Flax Seed & Fustic the non appearance of the Ship® makes me
apprehensive she is retaken, the Cargo of the Robert is four puncheons, with three
hundred & eighty six tierces of Flax Seed, & fifty Tons of Fustic, having nothing ma-
terial I'm yours &c
JB—

LB, DLC, John Bradford Letter Books, vol. 2, p. 123. Addressed at top: “The hon" Marine Board.”

1. These are the final accounts of Washington’s Fleet schooners that Gen. Washington first placed in
operation in the fall of 1775. In June, 1776, Bradford, as Continental Agent, became responsible for all
charges concerning the fitting out and provisioning of the remaining schooners as well as the final ac-
counts of all prizes taken by Washington’s Fleet schooners from June onward. Warren was captured on 26
Aug. 1776 by H.M. frigate Liverpool and her crew carried into Halifax. Lynch was taken off the French coast
by H.M.S. Foudroyant on 9 May 1777 while sailing as a packet. The Continental Marine Committee on 30
May requested that Bradford turn over to the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Department copies
of his final accounts of Washington’s Fleet schooners for settlement and adjustment by that board.

2. Snow Robert, James Hall, master.

3. Bedford in Dartmouth (now New Bedford), Mass.

4. Continental Navy frigate Warren.

5. Ship Neptune, Joseph Smallwood, master, which was recaptured by H.M. frigate Orpheus on 26
Mar. Howe’s Prize List, 30 Oct. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 486-87.
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JOHN BRADFORD TO CONTINENTAL COMMERCE COMMITTEE

Honb' Gentlemen, Boston 15" April 1778
I have the honour to transmit by this Opportunity to the hon” Committee my
Acc" Curr* with ye particular Acc™ of each Vessell as by the Schedule inclos’d, when
the Goods belonging to the Dispatch' are dispos’d of T will forward that Acc" together
with her Outfit for Carolina,? as likewise the Acc" of Sales of a parcell of Blanketts
recei’d from Bedford® which arriv’d at Nantuckett to the Address of Mess John &
Nic* Brown of Providence with the Acc" of the half of Brig Friendship & half her Cargo
of Salt when sold. M" Grant* the Owner of the Brig left orders to sue Me for half what
she sold for, which was accordingly done,’ tho Ive charg’d in my Acc* the Ballance
paid Cap" Cleveland® I've not paid him but £400 chusing to keep the Remainder in
my hands ‘till he produces his Vouchers & till I know if his Accounts receive the Ap-
probation of the honble Committee, every Account has been carefully check’d & 1
believe them free from Errors. I shall be very glad if they are acceptable to those to
whom I’'m under the highest Obligations yours &c
JB—
P S. The Number of Acc® sent forward as follows
viz N° 1. Supplies to Major Chace’

2 Cost of [ blank]

3 Brig Robert’s Cost®

4 Brig Fanny’

5 Brig Tiyton'

6 Brig Elizabeth"

7 Schooner Lynch Voyage'?

8 Sales Salmon"

9 Brig Trytons Invoice

LB, DLC, John Bradford Letter Books, vol. 2, p. 124. Addressed before opening: “The Honble Commercial
Committee.”

. Continental packet brigantine Dispalch, Lt. John Brown, Continental Navy, commander.

. That is, South Carolina.

. Bedford in Dartmouth (now New Bedford).

Thomas Grant.

For more on the sale of brig Friendship, see NDAR 11: 653, 654n.

. Capt. Stephen Cleveland, formerly commander of Continental packet Dispatch.

Maj. Thomas Chase, Deputy Quartermaster General at Boston.

. Brig Lively, Nicholas Martindale, master, was captured by Washington’s Fleet schooners Franklin,
Capt. John Skimmer, commander, and Hancock, Capt. Samuel Tucker, commander, on 29 Oct. 1776. Brad-
ford purchased it on 13 Mar. 1777 for the Continental Secret Committee and renamed it Robert. See NDAR
7:137, 139, 232-33.

9. Brig Fanny, William Tokely, master, owned by the Continental Secret Committee, was taken illegally
by Massachusetts privateer schooner Eagle, Capt. Elijah Freeman Payne, commander, and sent into Boston.
See NDAR 7: 470-71, 809, 906, 1216.

10. Brig 7riton, Thomas Brinton, master, was captured on 7 Nov. 1776 by Washington’s Fleet schooners
Hancock, Capt. Samuel Tucker, commander, and Franklin, Capt. John Skimmer, commander. See NDAR
7:104, 105, 137, 139, 1014.

11. Probably brig Elizabeth, Thomas Edwards, master, taken on 7 Nov. 1776 by Washington’s Fleet
schooner Lee, Capt. Daniel Waters, commander. See NDAR 7:104, 105n, 139.

12. Schooner Lynch’s accounts for voyage to France as a packet under the command of Capt. John
Adams.

13. This refers to 426 tierces of salmon, part of the cargo of the brig Triton.
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MINUTES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR

Board of War,
Present— Boston April 15™ 1778—
Sam" Ph’ps Savage Esq" Jonathan Glover Esq"
John Brown Esq" Isaac Phillips Esq"
Thomas Walker Esq" Eleazer Johnson Esq"

George Williams Esq"

Sam' Ph’ps Savage Esq" President—
Order’d, That Eben” W Calf be paid for Water for Brig' Favorite 9/.— Also for
Brig' Dolphin® £1.. 7..—as p* his Bill—
Order’d, That Jon®* Glover® Esq" be paid for Spy Schooner William sundries as p"
Bill........... 17.—

Also, d° for d° for Sch” Orne Cap' Dennis . 6.—
1..3.—

Order’d, that Benj* Cushing be paid Sundrys for Brig'

Favorite Seven Pounds, seventeen Shillings & Six. 7.17..6
d° for Brig' Massachusetts* 3. —.—
d° for Schooner Starks® 1.12.—
de for Brig' Dolphin 21.17.—

Order’d, That Col° Glover be paid Sundry Disbursements &c. for Brig*

Favoritecommanded by Cap' Bartlett as p' said Bartletts several Bills ams to 75..—.. 1—

Also for 30 yards old Canvas he supplied s’d Brig" £9..—..—

LB, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 149 (Board of War Minutes, 1777-1778), p. 281.
1. Massachusetts State trading brigantine Favorite, Nicholas Bartlett, Jr., master.
2. Massachusetts State trading brigantine Dolphin, Israel Turner, master.
3. Col. Jonathan Glover of the Massachusetts Militia and member of the Board of War.
4. Massachusetts Navy brigantine Massachusells, Capt. John Lambert, commander.
5. Massachusetts State trading schooner Starks.

NATHANIEL SHAW, JR., TO ANDREW PERKINS

Sir/ New London [ Conn.] April 15" 1778
I sent up a Quantity of Cordage by Nath" Harris which I purchas’d of Cap"
Michel,' and a Great part of it I Suppose will be for the Continental Use,? and you
must Send me the Inclos’d Receit, and deliver it out to my Orders, as I may have Oc-
cassion for it—and also Inclose the Receit you gave Harris— have given M" Potter?
orders to Bring down such as he has Occasion for— I am Sir [&c.]
Nath' Shaw Jun*®
L, Phi, Frigate Confederacy Papers, 1776-1779. Addressed on cover: “To/Cap' Andrew Per-
kins/Merch'/In/Norwich.” Docketed: “Nath' Shaw Jr/Letter & order to/Andrew Perkins/Ap' 15 1778.”
1. Capt. Jean Michel, commanding the French ship Lyon lying at New London.
2. This cordage was for the Continental Navy frigate, later named Confederacy, building at Norwich,
Conn.

3. Probably Richard Potter, master of the Connecticut privateer ship General Putnam fitting out at
New London.
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ANDREW ELLIOT TO VICE ADMIRAL VISCOUNT HOWE

Superintendents office New York

My Lord 15 April 1778

I just now had the honor of receiving Your Lordships letter of yesterday with the
enclosures. The complaint in Mr. Martins letter is consistant with those I heard daily
even before the Act came over making it lawfull to send prizes into New York and be-
fore the prizes were condemned.' to take pains to convince but interest is blind

After that Act of Parliament® came over pointing out the method of sending
home prize Goods and the court of Admiralty opened; the most ignorant was con-
vinced that without lycense from one or other of the Commissioners prize goods
could not be shipt. I received the 23 of December last a letter from Cap® Duncan’®
dated on board the Eagle at Chester on Delaware the 3 Decmber enclosing me a
form for the blank licenses Your Lordship proposed for the sending home of prize
goods desiring me to get a number printed, which was immidiately done and the
Blanks sent to Rhode Island. Your Lordship returnd them sign? in your letter of
9t Jan” which I received the 19" of January. As soon as I received Cap" Duncans
letter of 3 Decmber I made it know publickly that lycenses were to be sent me; by
an advertizement at the Coffeehouse I informed the moment I received the
lycenses which was the 19" January & a London Ship sailed with one of the licenses
30" of January; every step to forward the shipping of prize Goods I made my par-
ticular study agreable to Your Lordships orders. The Court of Admiralty open? the
16™ Sep™ last, from the first libelling a vessell to condemnation requires near one
month, so that no great number of prizes could have lain any considerable time
when M¢Clean & Kelsicks letter of the 16™ Decmber was wrote as there was but
two months from 16" Oct” to 16" Dec™.* There is one part of M" Kelsicks letter I
positively deny, I never did write to the Commissioners about Prize Goods till I had
Cap" Duncans letters, for two reasons—as Superintendent I had nothing to do with
Prize Goods the act confining it to the Commissioners from whom I had no orders
on the head— and secondly because I was certain from every part of their conduct
they would give the proper orders, as soon as attention to things of greater moment
allowed; I therefore never did tell Mess® M“Clean and Kelsick that the Commis-
sioners would take it into their consideration. The attending to Acts of Parliament,
and regulations of trade made by Commanders in Chief in America for the publick
good, will ever occasion complaints from individuals where particular interests can-
not always be attended to— I have the honor [ & ]

LB, N, Andrew Elliot Papers, Letterbook B, pp. 88-39. Elliot was superintendent of the port of New York.

1. In a letter to Lord George Germain of 20 Jan. 1778, Samuel Martin, a merchant of Whitehaven,
England, complained that prize goods could not be shipped from New York without the consent of Vice
Adm. Viscount Howe and Gen. Sir William Howe, which consent had been withheld. He added that deny-
ing permission to ship prize goods might be “sport” to the Howes but was death to Martin “and suchlike.”
Germain referred the letter to members of the Carlisle Commission. Davies, Documents of the American Rev-
olution 13: 235.

2. Elliot is referring to “An Act to prohibit all Trade and Intercourse with the several Colonies therein
mentioned,” which was passed by Parliament in 1777.

3. The letter from Capt. Henry Duncan has not been found.

4. This letter has not been found, but Samuel Martin had enclosed extracts of letters from “Maclean
and Kelsick” of 19 Aug. and 14 Nov. 1777 complaining about the treatment of prize goods at New York in
his letter to Lord George Germain of 25 Dec. 1777. Davies, Documents of the American Revolution 13: 215.
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GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON TO CAPTAIN JOHN BARRY, CONTINENAL NAVY

Sir Head Quart™ 15" April 1778'

In a letter rec’d from you some days past were inclos’d the Paroles of some Of-
fc— these I have deliver’d to the Commissary Gen' of Prisoners—? yesterday I rec’d
the Articles agreeable to the Bill sent me by Major Burnet & by him, or when he
sends down you shall receive the amount—?

The men at present under y* Command belonging to Gen" Varnums Brigade I
cannot think of suffering to remain with you so long as you perhaps may wish, &
have to desire that you will send them by a careful Officer to Camp by the first day
of next month—* Their time of stay will be so short, that I cannot think it necessary
or right that they should receive their cloaths untill they join their Corps— I am &¢

GW. n.

Df, DLC, George Washington Papers, Series 4. Addressed below close: “Capt Barry.”

1. Washington’s headquarters was at Valley Forge, Pa.

2. These were undoubtedly the paroles of the officers from the ships Kitty and Mermaid and the British
armed schooner Alert, all of which Barry had captured on 9 Mar. 1778. NDAR 11: 560-61.

3. See Barry to Washington, 11 Apr., above.

4. Barry’s request concerning the men of the Rhode Island Continental brigade serving with him is
in his letter to Washington of 11 Apr., above.

JOURNAL OF THE VIRGINIA NAVY BOARD

[ Williamsburg] Wednesday the 15™ day of April 1778.—
Present.
Mr Hutchings, Mr Travis and Mr Archer.—
Ordered that William Mullock and Robert Hamilton sailors on Board the Safeguard
Galley be discharged, having served the time of their Enlistment.—

Ordered that the Keeper of the publick store deliver to William Plume as many nec-
essaries not exceeding thirty pounds in value for the use of Amelia, the daughter of
Captain John Harris late of the Musquetto who is now a prisoner, on his paying for
the same.—!
DS, Vi, Navy Board Journal, p. 383.

1. As worded, this order is confusing. What it meant was that Amelia Harris was to receive £30 worth
of supplies and that amount was to be deducted from the wages owed to Capt. John Harris, who was cap-

tured in the brig Musquetto off Bermuda on 4 June 1777 and was then in Forton Prison, Portsmouth, Eng-
land. John Harris to Benjamin Franklin, 14 July, in Benjamin Franklin Papers 27: 92—94.

GOVERNOR RICHARD CASWELL OF NORTH CAROLINA TO THE NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL

ASSEMBLY
[Extract]
To the Honorable, the General Assembly
Gentlemen.

... A Letter from the Governor of Virginia of the 23% of February, respecting
the Ship Caswell was delivered me a few days ago' And a pay roll of the Crew belong-
ing to the said Ship with the Captains remarks on the usefulness of a Tender,? these
I also lay before you for Consideration; And think it necessary to Acquaint you that
Captain Wilson informed me he had one hundred & forty five Men on Board the



120 AMERICAN THEATER

said Ship, that the Ship was properly fitted to proceed to Ocacock® Bar and waited
my orders,

But as I was not fully Acquainted with the Contract made by the Commissioners
of this State with the State of Virginia in Respect of the two Gallys* Sayed to be Built
at the Joint expence of the said States, I could not tell how far I might be Justifiable
in giving Capt. Wilson Orders, therefore only advised him to proceed with his Ship
immediately to Ocacock and protect the Trade in the best manner in his power untill
he heard further from me; And that in the mean Time I would lay this Business be-
fore the Legislature— The defenseless Condition of Ocacock and the recent Behav-
ior of the Enemy there, shew the necessity of a Speedy determination in the Measures
you shall think proper to take
New Bern 15™ April 1778. R? Caswell

LS, Nc-AR, Revolutionary War Collection. Docketed: “Message from His Excell*/to Gen" Assembly,/re-
spect® sundry Resolves/of Congress: Letters &c &c,/15 April 1778.”

1. The letter from Gov. Patrick Henry has not been found.

2. The payroll and the letter from Capt. Willis Wilson have not been found, but on 29 Apr. the Gen-
eral Assembly sent to the Senate for approval a resolution to issue a warrant on the state treasurers to
cover “the additional pay voted by the General Assembly in December, 1777” that was due the crew as
demonstrated in the “pay roll.” NCSR, vol. 12:. 637. On the same date, the House empowered John Easton
to “purchase a small fast sailing vessel and rig and fit her to serve as a tender to the Caswell.” Ibid., p. 636.

3. That is, Ocracoke.

4. Virginia Navy galleys Caswell, Capt. Willis Wilson, commander, and Washington, Capt. Goodrich
Boush, commander.

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE CARYSFORT, CAPTAIN ROBERT FANSHAWE

April 1778 Charles Town Barr N71°W 25 miles

Wednesday 15™
at % past 7 AM Saw a Sloop bearing S4E Standing to the W'ward
D° made Sail & gave Chace At 11 Out 1** Reef Topsails At Noon
Still in Chace.

Charles Town Lighthouse N36°W 31 miles

First & Middle part Mod" & Hazey Latter Foggy Wea™ At 1 PM
fired a Shott at the Chace— At 2 Made Sail— At 5 the Chace br*
too D°found her to be a Sloop Cape Francois for Charles Town,
loaden Sundry’s Merchandize' D° took the Prisoners on board
& Sent a Midshipman & 6 Men on board the Prize & Dispatched
her for S* Augustine

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/168, part 7, fols. 372-73.

1. Sloop General Gates, Eaton Rudolph, master, owned by Valentine & Co., with salt and dry

goods, taken off St. Helena I., S.C., sent into St. Augustine. Howe’s Prize List, 30 Oct. 1778,
UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 486-87.

JOURNAL OF TIMOTHY BOARDMAN, CARPENTER’S MATE OF
CONNECTICUT NAVY SHIP OLIVER CROMWELL

[19°..18" Nth Latt]!
15th [April 1778] At Day Break We? saw two Sail Bareing SEbS Distance 2 Leagues
We Gave Chase Under a Moderate Sail At 9 oclock PM.? Came Up with them they
at First Shew French Colours to Decoy us when we Came in About half a Mile of us*
the[y] Ups with English Colours We had Continental Colours Flying We Engaged
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the Ship Admiral Kepple as Follows When We Came in About 20 Rods of her We
Gave her a Bow Gun She Soon Returned us a Stern Chaise & then a Broad Side of
Grape and Round Shot Cap' Orders Not to fire till we Can See the white of their
Eyes We Got Close Under their Larbard Quarter they Began Another Broad Side
& then We Began & hel? Tuff & Tuff for About 2 Glasses & Then she Struck to Us at
the Same time the Defencé® Engaged the Cyrus’ who as the Kepple Struck Wore Round
Under our Stern We Wore Ship & Gave her a Stern Chase at which She Immediately
Struck. The Loss on our Side was One Kill* and Six Wounded one Mortally Who
Soon Died.® Our Ship was hull* 9 times with Six Pound Shott Three of which Went
through Our Birth one of which wounded the Boatswains yoeman the Loss on their
Side was two Kill? & Six wounded their Larbourd quarter was well fill* with Shott
one Nine Pounder went through her Main Mast. Imploy? in the After-noon Takeing
out the Men & Maning the Prise The Kepple Mounted 20 Guns 18 Six Pounders &
two Wooden D° with about 45 Men, the Cyrus Mounted 16 Six Pounders with 35 Men
Letters of Marque Bound from Bristol to Jamaica Laden with Dry Goods Paints &C.
Log-Book of Timothy Boardman, pp. 51-52.

1. The bearing is taken from “Sailing Directions on Second Cruise,” Ibid., p. 54. Latitude 19°
North is in the latitude of the Leeward Is.

2. Connecticut Navy ship Oliver Cromwell, Capt. Timothy Parker, commander.

3. Obviously an error for “A.M.”

4. That is, “them.”

5. British letter of marque snow Admiral Keppel, Abraham Brown, commander.

6. Connecticut Navy ship Defence, Capt. Samuel Smedley, commander.

7. British letter of marque ship Cyrus, Christopher Deake, commander.
8. Capt. James Day, Connecticut Marines.

April 16

SIMEON DEANE TO AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE

Casco Bay Falmouth [Me.] 16 Apl 1778
Honorable Gentlemen

I have the Pleasure to inform you of my arrival here yesterday in the Frigate
L’Sensible & do this day set out for Congress—!' It wou'd be with much satisfaction
could I write whatever News there may be now Current but the short Time I am
here previous to my departure gives me no Opportunity of any particular inquiry,
further than that no very Considerable Transaction between the Two Armies has
lately occurred—

The Continental Fleet which left France in Feb" last we have not yet any intel-
ligence of nor of Capt™ Courter from Spain?

Chevalier Marigny® being very apprehensive of the British Cruizers who are so
plenty here is desirous of leaving this Place as soon as Possible for which reason am
not able to be more particular in my Intelligence.

I beg leave to observe in behalf of that worthy Officer that I have experienced
the utmost Politeness & Civility from him as well as the other Officers of the Frigate—

From Boston I shall send to this Port (Express) if any thing particular occur &
hope to be in Season for the Ship—I am happy to inform your Honors that I hear
the Spirits of the People are very high & I make no Doubt the good News which I
have the Honor to be bearer of will give the greatest Satisfaction—
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I must at the same time add that a report prevails that Quebec is in our Hands
by a revolution in Canada.* As the News is not yet Confirmed I have desired the
Gent™ of the Committee here to write if they obtain any further Intelligence that
may be authentick—& Inclose it (if in Season by this Frigate) To the Hon. Commis-
sioners at Paris—I am [&c.]

Simeon Deane

L, PPAmP, Benjamin Franklin Papers, vol. 9, fol. 53. Addressed: “The Honorable/The Commissioners for
the/United States/of North America/at Versailles—.” Docketed: “M. Simeon Deane/Falmouth Ap.
16./1778.”

1. Simeon Deane carried copies of the Franco-American treaties. He had departed from Brest,
France, on 8 Mar. Adams Papers, 6: 36n. He arrived at Congress on 2 May. Charles Carroll of Carrollton to
Charles Carroll, Sr., 3 May 1778, Smith, Letters of Delegates 9: 570-71.

2. The “Continental fleet” was the vessels that departed from Nantes in late February under the pro-
tection of a French squadron commanded by Chef d’Escadre L.a Motte-Picquet, which accompanied the
vessels part of the way across the Atlantic. The “fleet” then broke up and sailed to various American ports
individually. For the make-up of this “fleet,” see Lord Stormont to Lord Weymouth, 6 Feb. 1778. NDAR
11: 977-79. Capt. Harmon Courter had also been dispatched with copies of the Franco-American treaties.
Courter sailed from El Ferrol, Spain, on board the French Navy frigate Nymphe, L.t. Commandant Nico-
las-Antoine, Chevalier de Beaudot de Sainneville, commander, and arrived in Boston on 5 May and at
Congress on 18 May. See Harmon Courter to Franklin, 13 March and 5 May 1778 and James Lovell to
Franklin, 20 June 1778, Benjamin Franklin Papers 26: 105-6 and n; 400; 662—63.

3. Lt. Commandant Charles-Louis-René, Chevalier de Bernard de Marigny, commander of the
French Navy frigate Sensible.

4. The report was false.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR DESERTERS FROM CONTINENTAL NAVY FRIGATE RALEIGH

DESERTED from the Continental Ship of War Raleigh,

John Frost, Midshipman. Sam. Demerrit, Ordinary.
Daniel Lang ditto. Benjamin Prince, do.
Francis Little, G’'rs Mate. Rob. M’Daniel, Ordinary.
Hen. Frost Cate, Master at Arms Rob. Williams, do.
Phillip M’Cann, Boatswain Mate Rob. Furnass, do.
Mathius Bell, do. Yeoman. George Shaw, do.
Peter Messuere, Qr. Mastr. John Mills 1st, Corporal
Mark Pitman do. Marines.
Michaiel Everet, Seaman. John Mills 2d, Marine.
John Simpson, do. Timothy Gleeson, do.
Robert Spencer, do. Satchivel Runlet, do.
James Wright, do. John Hill, do.
James Richardson, do. John Davis, do.
John Spinley do. Moses Swombly,  do.
John Slooper, do.

WHOEVER shall apprehend any of the above Deserters, so as they may be con-
fin’d in any of the Goals in the New-England States, shall be paid 10 Dollars Reward
for each, and all Charges— All Commanders of Privateers, Merchant Ships and oth-
ers, are forbid to harbour, secrete or carry away the said Deserters; as they may de-
pend on being prosecuted agreable to the Rosolutions of Congress for harbouring
Deserters from the Continental Service— ‘Tis hoped that the Legislative Authority
will do their Endeavour to apprehend and bring to Justice such villainous Offenders,
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who avail’d themselves of the Indulgence given them to see their Friends, and basely
deserted their Duty—Every Person discharg’d from the Raleigh, will have a Certificate
sign’d by me,
THOMAS THOMPSON.
Portsmouth, April 16th, 1778.

The Freeman’s Jowrnal, o, New-Hampshire Gazette (Portsmouth), 21 Apr. 1778.

THE INDEPENDENT CHRONICLE, AND THE UNIVERSAL ADVERTISER (BOSTON)

THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 1778
BOSTON, April 16, 1778.

Four Prizes arrived last Thursday at a safe Port,' to the Southward of this, viz. A
Ship, a Snow, a Brig, and a Sloop. The Snow? is the Prize the Warren Frigate® took on
her Passage round from Providence; but the other three we cannot learn who cap-
tured by, what laden with, or where from.

Since our last, arrived in an Eastern Port, a Prize Schooner, taken by a SNAKE
Privateer, but whether by the Rattlé* or Black,® cannot, at present, be ascertained.

We hear from Salem, that on Tuesday se’nnight arrived there, two Prizes, taken
by a small Privateer from the Eastward, commanded by Capt. McDaniel, viz. a
Schooner laden with Rum and Molasses, bound from Hallifax for Fort Cumberland;®
and a Sloop laden with Salt and dry Goods.

Same day arrived at Salem, a Schooner, taken by a Boat, with six Men. The
Schooner was fitted out as a Tender to the Albany,” commanded by the noted Capt.
Mowatt, and was in pursuit of a French Vessel in one of the Eastern Ports, where the
Men boarded and carried her, and brought her safe into Port, as above. The
Schooner was commanded by one Brown, a Midshipman of the Albany,® and had
eight hands besides, who were brought to this Town, and put on board one of the
Guard Ships in this Harbour, on Wednesday last.

1. Bedford in Dartmouth (now New Bedford), Mass.

2. Snow Robert, James Hall, master.

3. Continental Navy frigate Warren, Capt. John Burroughs Hopkins, commander.

4. Massachusetts privateer sloop Black Snake, Henry Phelps, commander, of Salem.

5. Massachusetts privateer sloop Raitle Snake, Joshua Stone, commander, of Falmouth, Casco Bay, Me.
6. Fort Cumberland, Nova Scotia.

7. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Albany, Comdr. Henry Mowat, commander.
8. Midn. John Brown.

LiBELS FILED IN THE MASSACHUSETTS MARITIME COURT OF THE MIDDLE DISTRICT

State of Massachusetts-Bay,} To all whom it may
Middle-District. concern.

NOTICE is hereby given, That Libels are Filed before me, in Behalf of Thomas Sim-
mons, Commander of the private armed Schooner Lively,' and all concerned therein,
against the Brigantine Eliza, her Cargo, &c. of about 100 Tons burthen, Robert Jack,
late Master:—And against a certain Shallop named the Barbara, her Lading, &c. of
about 20 tons burthen, ——— Lister, late Master:—In Behalf of James Hovey, Com-
mander of the armed Brigantine Fuirfield,* and all concerned therein, against the
Ship Whim,* of about 70 Tons burthen, Dominick French, late Master:—In Behalf of
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John Dixey,* against the Schooner Two Brothers, of about 50 Tons burthen, Joseph
Lowder, late Master. ‘Which Vessels, and their Cargoes so libelled, are said to have
been taken, and brought into the Middle-District aforesaid. And for the Trial of the
justice of these Captures, the Maritime Court for said District, will be held at Boston,
on Wednesday, the 6th Day of May, 1778, at 10 o’Clock in the Forenoon; when and
where the Owners, of said Captures, and any Person concerned, may appear and
shew Cause, if any they have, why the same, or either of them should not be Con-
demned.

N. CUSHING, Judge of said
Court.
Independent Chronicle, and the Universal Advertiser (Boston), 16 Apr. 1778.

1. Massachusetts privateer schooner Lively, Thomas Simmons, commander.

2. Rhode Island privateer brigantine Fairfield, James Hovey, commander, owned by Amos Hubbard
and others, of Rhode Island, was commissioned on 28 Oct. 1777. William Paine Sheffield, Rhode Island
Privateers (Newport, R.I.: John P. Sanborn, Printer, 1883), p. 60.

3. Ship Whim, Dominick French, master, owned by Thomas Case, of Liverpool. For more on its cap-
ture, see NDAR11: 61.

4. John Dixey, of Marblehead, was part-owner of the Massachusetts privateer schooner Spring Bird,
James Dennis, commander.

NATHANIEL SHAW, JR., TO GOVERNOR JONATHAN TRUMBULL OF CONNECTICUT

Sir/ New London April 16" 1778

Cap* Michel' the Command® of the French Ship Lyon who lately Arived in this Port
from France, has been landing, and almoast Compleated the Sale of his Cargoe? and is
Preparing to go out on a Cruse, and this day a Recruting Officer, of the Continental
Army, Inlisted Several of his Men, and many more have a Disposition to leave him—
The Captain says that unless your Excellency will Interfear in the Matter, he shall be
Oblig’d to lay up his Ship, as he Cannot git any more hands, and as he is a Commis-
sioned Vessell® he thinks that his Men, Cannot be taken from him and that Congress
would not allow of it, as it would be the means of Discouraging any more Ships from
Comeing here, should be Glad to know your Excellency’s Opinion P the Return of
the barer M* Brook who Comes on purpose—* This day Cap" Peter Griffin® sent Six
Prisoners hear, that he had taken on Long Island belonging to a Fleet who are now att
Shelter Island getting wood— they Consist of Twenty Five Sail Convoy’d by a Frigate of
Thirty Six and a Ship of Twenty Guns, and are to Return to New Port. I am Sir Your
hum Serv*

N Shaw Jun*

LB, CtY, Nathaniel and Thomas Shaw Papers, Letter Book (Jan. 1775—July 1782). The addressee is deter-
mined by the use of “Your Excellency” as a term of address.

1. Capt. Jean Michel.

2. See Shaw to Andrew Perkins, 15 Apr., above.

3. Although Michel traveled to Hartford to meet with the Governor and Council of Safety, there is
no record of Lyon being commissioned as a Connecticut privateer. See NDAR 11: 628-29, 659.

4. See Michel’s Advertisement for Deserters from Ship Lyon, 21 Apr., below.

5. Capt. Peter Griffing (or Griffin).

NOTICE TO SEAMEN OF CONNECTICUT PRIVATEER BRIG NANCY

THE Gentlemen Volunteers that have engaged to go a Cruize in the Privateer Brig
NANCY,! MICHAEL MELLALY, Commander, are desired to repair on Board immedi-



16 APRIL 1778 125

ately, as she is now compleatly fitted and ready for sailing.
New London, April 16, 1778.
Connecticut Gazette; and the Universal Intelligencer (New London), 17 Apr. 1778.
1. Connecticut privateer brigantine Nancy was commissioned on 23 Apr. 1778 and was owned by

Nathaniel Shaw, Jr., of New London. It mounted 16 guns and was manned by a crew of 199 seamen. DNA,
PCC, item 196, vol. 10, p. 107.

RovAL AMERICAN GAZETTE (NEW YORK), THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 1778

NEW-YORK, April 16.
The following particulars relating to the taking the schooner ALERT, are just arrived
from Philadelphia.'

That on the 6th of March last, she entered Delaware-bay, being joined by the
ships Mermaid and Kitty, from Rhode-Island,? and at three o’clock in the afternoon,
three half-gallies or armed boats attacked and engaged them till sunset, when the
boats left them— with light wind, they all continued standing up the bay till seven
o’clock, when they came to anchor. At day-light next morning they made sail to-
gether, and at seven o’clock, seven half-gallies came off from the Pennsylvania shore,
six of which attacked the Kitty, being the most defenceless, the other being the largest
of the gallies, lay a-head of the schooner so as to rake her fore and aft, whereupon a
severe firing began between the ships, schooner, and the enemy’s boats or gallies,
which continued until 10 o’clock, when a breeze springing up, (they having had little
or no wind, and a calm during the engagement) they obliged the boats to sheer off,
and stand for the Jersey shore; the schooner chasing them as near as she could ven-
ture to the shore, and would have taken or destroyed five of the boats, had there
been sufficient depth of water to have followed them a little further; the ships and
schooner then proceeded up the river, the boats also rowed up, keeping in shoal
water, until 9 o’clock when they reached the lower end of Reedy-island, it becoming
calm, the boats crossed a head of them and got into Reedy-island in a thick fog; a
breeze springing up soon afterwards, and the enemy being joined by two more boats,
making nine in number, they again attacked the ships Kitty and Mermaid, boarded
and took them, notwithstanding all endeavours used by the schooner, by setting every
sail he could to get to their assistance, but was prevented for want of wind; the enemy
then manned the ship Mermaid, nearly of equal force with the Alert, and with the
ship and boats together attacked the schooner, endeavouring to board her, Captain
Moore perceiving this, hauled his wind, when the third engagement began, in which
his pilot was wounded, and incapable of keeping the deck, and the larboard clue of
the schooner’s main-topsail being shot away by the Mermaid, together with the fore-
brace; the boats, some a-head and some a-stern, firing incessantly into her, and hav-
ing no wind to work his vessel, it being quite calm, and the nine boats making a
disposition to board him, having but about six rounds of powder, and eight rounds
of grape shot left, and it being near night, when a flag came from the boats to de-
mand a surrender of the schooner. Capt. Moore consulted his mate, the pilot, and
Mr. James Stratton, lieutenant of engineers, who was on board, and they agreed with
him, that it was impossible in their situation to defend the schooner against such su-
perior force, (the boats having from 16 to 20 men each) and therefore it was best,
(to prevent the loss of lives that must necessarily happen on being boarded) to de-
liver her up, making the best terms he could, which he did, and by that means saved
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the baggage and cloaths belonging the passengers.?

1. British Army armed schooner Alert, Daniel Moore, commander.

2. British transport ship Mermaid, Jacob Snowball, master; British transport ship Kitty, J. Mallet, master.

3. The articles of surrender of Alert, dated 7 Mar., are printed in NDAR 11: 539-40. The American
flotilla that captured Alertwas commanded by Capt. John Barry. His report on the taking of Alert, Mermaid,
and Kitfty is in his letter to Gen. George Washington, 9 Mar., also in NDAR 11: 560-61.

PENNSYLVANIA NAVY BOARD TO PRESIDENT THOMAS WHARTON, JR., OF THE PENNSYLVANIA
SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Sr State Navy Board [ Trenton, N.J.] April 16 1778
We rec® your Excellency’s' by Cap' Houston,? also one from General Washington,?
which Cap"Blewer? will shew you. On receipt of that Letter, we applyed to Governor
Livingston® for advice: he told us, that he was very Sorry the Galleys should be dis-
mantled, but as it was out of his Line he declined to give Advice. We then applyed to
him for Power to press Waggons, he said he had not that Power; on which we pre-
sented a Memorial to the Governor, praying he would lay it before the Council & As-
sembly, who soon after empowered the Governor to give orders to press such
Waggons as we wanted. Six Galleys being then dismantled, as well as the Brig Con-
vention, we carried off the Stores and Cannon to different Places, and put them under
the Care of such Inhabitants as we could trust and depend on. While we were carry-
ing off these, an order came from General Washington to send the Men that were
on board the Galleys which were sent from his Camp,® many of which were sent off;
on which two more Galleys were dismantled; They are now all in a proper Creek
ready pluged, and can be sunk in Half an Hour. Four Galleys and four armed Boats
are now as low as Burlington. The Shot we have buried in a good Place near the
Water, For any other particulars must refer your Excellency to Capt. Blewer.

Alarge Quantity of Powder was sent to Pitts Town, since which we gave an Order
to M" Pearson’ to remove most of it to Allen Town, at which Place there is a Quantity
of Duck and other Stores an Inventory of which Cap" Blewer has. I am By Order of
the Board your Excellencys [&c.]

W™ Bradford
L, PHarH, RG 27, Executive Correspondence (loose) of the Supreme Executive Council. Docketed: “1778
rec’d April [229 from?] /Colonel William Bradford/of the State Navy Board:.”
. Pennsylvania Supreme Executive Council to Pennsylvania Navy Board, 11 Mar. NDAR 11: 603—4.
. Capt. Thomas Houston, Pennsylvania Navy.
. Gen. George Washington to Pennsylvania Navy Board, 15 Mar. NDAR 11: 647-48.
. Capt. Joseph Blewer, member of the Pennsylvania Navy Board.
. Gov. William Livingston of New Jersey.

. Gen. George Washington to Pennsylvania Navy Board, 18 Mar. NDAR 11: 690.
. This may have been George Pearson, who served in the Continental Quartermaster department.

O OU s 00 N~

JOURNAL OF THE MARYLAND COUNCIL

Thursday 16™ April 1778.
[Ordered] The Johnson Galley, Ship Defence & Brig Friendship are to be removed
to Baltimore Town their Sails to be lodged in a Sail maker loft, labelled so as to be
distinguished and receipts taken for them.' Their Rigging to be sent into a Conven-
ient warehouse, and inventoried the Inventory & Receipts to be returned to the Gov-
ernor and Council the Vessels to be carried as near the Falls as convenient and
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moored by each other— The Chester Galley is to have the Johnson’s Anchor & Cables.
The Gunner of the Defenceis to be left in Charge of the Vessels. The Invalid at Balti-
more belonging to the Independenceand one of the most indifferent Hands belonging
to the Baltimore Galley are to be left with the Gunner to wet the Decks and Assist him
in taking care of the Vessels

D, MdAA, Governor and Council Proceedings, 3842, S1071-23, p. 195.

1. On 15 Apr. at Annapolis, Capt. Bennett Mathews acknowledged receipt of “one Mainsail and Four
sail one Messon and Messon Stay Sail, FourStay Sail” from Defence and “one Four Sail one Top Sail and
one Main Top Stay Sail” from the brig Friendship. MdAAA, Executive Papers, 6636-11-32. The following day
he acknowledged receiving “Four hundred weight Junk” from Friendship for the use of Maryland Navy
galley Independence. MAAA, Executive Papers, 6636-11-39. In August, Capt. John Gordon, commanding

the Maryland Navy galley Conqueror, acknowledged taking boatswain’s stores, gunner’s stores, and cook’s
and cabin stores in addition to the rigging from Defence. MdAA, Executive Papers, 6636-12-20.

LOG OF THE MASSACHUSETTS NAVY BRIGANTINE 1YRANNICIDE,
CAPTAIN JONATHAN HARADEN

Remarks on Thursday April 16™ 1778
Latt® P Observ* 36..54 N [at sea in the latitude of North Carolina]
Middle Part small showers of Rain and Hazy Weather at 6 AM saw a Sail in the NE
and gave Chace at 7 AM set Studden Sails squally with Rain  carried away our
Fore Topmast Studden Sail Boom at 12 on Meridian spoke with the Chace a Priva-
teer Sloop' from Rhode Island Goverm" returning from a cruize out 4 Months
[At noon] No Observat™ to Day

D, MSaE, Log of Brigantine Tyrannicide (November 1777-May 1778).
1. Probably Rhode Island privateer sloop Sally, Lemuel Bishop, commander.

CAPTAIN THOMAS JORDAN, R.N., TO GOVERNOR PATRICK TONYN OF EAST FLORIDA

(Copy)
Galatea Frederica Sound 16™ April 1778

It was not before the 13" Instant the favour of your Excellency’s duplicate of
the 27™ March reached me, and was sent in by the Watering Brig' from Captain M
Kenuzie.

The Lizard* did not call off here as I expected, he passed this place the 11™ in
his way to New York, and the next day to our great joy the Express Schooner arrived
with Provisions for the Rebecca, and the original Packett your Excellency was pleased
to honour me with—and beg leave to return my thanks for the Civilities therein con-
tained.

As Lieutenant Ellis® could not find sufficient Water on to Sapelo within Land
for the Hinchinbrook, and Rebecca, 1 ordered them to go as far with them as they could,
and then to proceed to Sapelo with their Boats, if they found it prudent, as I thought
it of Consequence to get a knowledge of that Bar, and Harbour, and gather intelli-
gence— this they effected very properly with their Boats but I am sorry to acquaint
you after their return Ellis and Mowbray with five men in the Boat overset within
about a Mile and half off the Galatea, coming to give an account of their Expedition,
and poor Ellis, and one of the Seamen were most unfortunately drowned.— We had
seen the Boats two sails— but the weather unluckily for them was very Hazey, and
the Boats sails disappearing we concluded they had lowered them to row round a
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Shoal, which a boat they had sent before confirmed, and said they meant to dine
with me, and after having waited sometime I concluded they had foun[d] themselves
too late, and had gone to Frederica to shoot— The Weather being so moderate I
had not the least idea of their being upon the bottom of the Boat, and driving up
one of the Rivers, which they did ’til near dark— At about nine oClock we heard a
voice in the Marsh at a great distance— I sent the Boat to follow the Sound, and she
returned with Mowbray and four Men, who informed me, Ellis was weakened by
being so long in the Water, and the Boat rolling over a little, he was washed off by
which the Service was deprived of an active good officer.

Your Excellency requests me to consider of a Matter relative to the fixing of a
Couple of Vessels to act as Galleys with heavy Ordinance, if you recollect it was a sub-
jectI entered upon so long ago as last Summer— there is no doubt of the utility of
such Galleys at present—but a necessity also, and in my opinion it might be easily
executed—by taking two of the stoutest of the Prize Schooners or Brigs, cuting them
down and strengthening them so as to carry a Twenty four pounder in each, in which
case you would have heavier Mettal than Yankeys which must ever succeed in river
Work— nothing would make me more happy than to have it in my power to assist
your Excellency in this, and every other Service— I have but one Carpenter I can
trust, and he is at present in a high fever.— the lowering and strengthening those
Vessels might I should imagine be executed with common workmen, and the
strength required to support the resistance of a Twenty four pounder— I should sup-
pose an Artillery officer the best judge of— to construct a proper Galley I grant re-
quires able hands but the Cuting down one of these Vessels, that she may row the
faster, and of course draw less water and taking out her Bowsprit that her Gun might
act, fixing two Latteen sails with short masts— to execute this I should think your
Excellency will find many in St. Augustine to be taken hold of for so essential a Serv-
ice, for every day convinces me the more, that nothing else can effectually stop the
inland navigation or get at their Galleys.

I had flattered myself from the information I had gathered, that I should have
succeeded in cuting them off, but I now find that to be false, for I can’t ever stop
them, if they chuse to push for it, for these Marshes are so cut, and lead into back
rivers, which they at high water can get along in, and out of the power of either of
us to follow them a mile— I have just now learnt they can get into one of those Rivers,
and not come near Frederica Fort, which the people of that Island, and others before
assured me could not be— therefore that Post under this circumstance cannot be
of that consequence, I before thought it, and I cannot as yet learn where to place
the Galatea, to that advantageous situation I could wish, for I hear nearly the same
accounts of Sapelo, but even that would not be a safe move to make just now, for
three of their Galleys shewed themselves the other day, and came to a place called
Doo Boy,* the next day the 15™ Instant they disappeared, and its most probable they
are gone up one of the branches of the altamaha— I expect to know tomorrow and
therefore detain the Schooner otherwise should dispatch her, as our wants will come
of course, and unless we can get a supply of bread from Augustine, we must soon
leave this place— The Hinchinbrook will have hers also, she and the Rebecca from the
above information, I have thought proper to order down to the dividing® where the
Galleys must come if they wish to get to the Southward, but even these I can’t get to
assist them if these Galleys prove too heavy for them.
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I was informed the 13™ when they advanced to Sapelo they had several small
Vessels with them as transports for their Troops, but neither of those appeared with
their Galleys— I shall spare no pains to stop them coming on, or preventing their
getting back, but your Excellency is pleased to say you shall be disappointed, if we
do not get one of them, if that could happen we certainly should get the three, but
be assured neither can happen if they are not fools— I will answer for it, they will
never suffer deep water to run between them, and a Kings Ship.

The party of Rangers your Excellency mentions as sent hither to act with us its
true— Colonel Brown® was good enough to send a Captain, and I think Seven Men
in a Petuaga’ to know if we wanted assistance, but on his joining the Galatea, Captain
Wheatley® shewed me an order from Colonel Brown, not to be absent more than ten
days, on which I asked him, what time he had been in coming— he said five days—
and will it not take you the same time to return— he thought it might— on which I
told him I would not detain him longer, than just to write a few lines to Colonel
Brown— he wished to get ashore to kill a Bullock and refresh his people, which he
did and returned the next day morning, but his party were too few to be of real Serv-
ice, otherwise I should have wished them in the Fort, and would have given them a
couple of Guns for its defence.

A Fever we brought to this, has gone near through the Ships Company I buried
two before I got in, and five since upon Jekyl Island, a few days ago I had forty odd
down since which they have been mending— I had many stout men before I left S
Augustine, that can’t now crawl up a Ladder, notwithstanding the fever has left them
since that time I have with the utmost respect [&c.]

Signed Tho* Jordan
Copy, UKLPR, C.O. 5/588, fols. 133-38. Docketed: “East Florida/Copy of a Letter from/Captain Tho*
Jordan/of the Galatea/to/His Excellency/Governor Tonyn/N° 3.” Notation in another hand: “In Gov*
Tonyn’s of Ap- 24" 1778/N° 54./3.”

1. Extrapolating from information found in the April-May 1779 Muster book of the H.M. frigate
Galatea, it appears that the watering brig was a tender to H.M. frigate Carysfort. At the time of this letter,
the watering brig was commanded by Acing Master Robert Cauzsar.

2. H.M. frigate Lizard, Capt. Thomas Mackenzie, commander. Mackenzie was the officer who carried
Tonyn’s letter for Jordan.

3. Lt. Alexander Ellis, then commander of H.M. armed brig Hinchinbrook. East Florida Provincial armed
sloop Rebeccawas commanded by Capt. John Mowbray. Sapelo Island is a sea island on the coast of Georgia.

4. Jordan is referring to Doboy Sound at the southern end of Sapelo Island.

5. That is at the Frederica River dividings, above Fort Frederica. “Dividings” was the term for what
oceanographers today call “tidal nodes.” For a discussion of these nodes and their significance, see Virginia
Steele Wood, “The Georgia Navy’s Dramatic Victory of April 19, 1778,” The Georgia Historical Quarterly 90
(Summer 2006), 179n.

6. Col. Thomas Brown, commander of the East Florida Rangers.

7. Presumably, Jordan is referring to a pettiauger, which is another name for a piragua or pirogue,

which was a two masted sailing barge fitted with lee boards. Encyclopedia of Nautical Knowledge, p. 398.
8. Capt. Moses Whitley, East Florida Rangers.

April 17

JAMES WARREN TO WILLIAM VERNON

Dear Sir Boston April 17 1778
I received yours of the 13" Instant,’ I hope the money sent came to hand
in Season to prevent any great disadvantage.? The pigg Iron from Providence is
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daily coming in but under a Circumstance that Strikes me disagreeably. I find
the Neat Weight is mentioned instead of Gross, which seems Calculated to An-
swer the purposes of Extortion, and to have Consequences that Extend into fu-
turity. what the Computations or Customs are I know not, but I think it would
be best for the public to make no Estimates but by Gross Weight, if it even Cost
a little more at present. I hope Capt" Whipple® will Succeed in getting his Ship
out both for his own reputation and the good of the public. I have made large
purchases here. so has Cap' Deshon* at N London. I have purchased Thirty two
Shot, some duck, a Cable and many other things. Where the money is to come
from to pay for them we all know, but when and how we are to Comply with the
Contracts remain Uncertain. An Express to Congress for money might be Effec-
tual, but it is a Measure for several reasons I would avoid if possible. I wish to
have your Sentiments on the Matter. Our Business is now Extensive and grows
very fast upon us, and our Treasury is very low. I must go home® next week, or
have no Gardens and no Farm this Year. What am I then to live on. the Extortion
of the Country and Town takes all I get here to maintain me in the Simplest
manner without any Connection with a family. my Letter to Cap*' Deshon which
went by Cap' Hopkins® and now inclosed to you, give my opinion of the Colum-
bus’s” Stores and Several other Matters. I hope you have wrote to Cap' Deshon
and shall be obliged to you for it. M" Blodget® has been with me repeatedly about
the Pursers birth in the Warren and Claims our promise. Cap' Hopkins has an-
other in that place, and I understand by him Cap® Deshon agreed to or made
his appointment. Conceiving it improper that one of us should Countermand
the doings of another, I have given him no Encouragement till I see Cap'
Deshon. you will speak to Cap® Hopkins on this Subject. I am sorry the Enemy
have got one of the Warrens prizes and glad that another has arrived Safe.” T am
Your Friend and Serv'
J Warren

P.S. Do Expedite your Contract for the Cannon as much as possible. have them
cast and sent forward on the Ship. will certainly wait for them. if you write to the
Navy Board at Bo[r]dentown wont it be well to desire them to forward to us the
Resolutions of Congress relating to the Navy Board as ordered by the Marine
Committee.'”
“Papers of William Vernon and the Navy Board,” 235-36. Addressed at foot: “Hon"* Will™ Vernon Esq"
[Providence].”

1. Not found.

2. See James Warren to William Vernon, 11 Apr., above.

3. Capt. Abraham Whipple, commanding the Continental Navy frigate Providence.

4. John Deshon, member of the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept.

5. That is, Plymouth, Mass.

6. Capt. John Burroughs Hopkins, commanding the Continental Navy frigate Warren.

7. Continental Navy ship Columbus which ran aground and bilged on Narraganset Beach on 28 Mar.
and was subsequently burned by the British. See NDAR 11: 802, 803n, 812-18.

8. Probably Nathan Blodget who later became the purser of the Continental Navy frigate Alliance.

9. On 26 Mar. H.M. frigate Orpheus recaptured Warren’s prize, ship Neptune, Joseph Smallwood, master.
The snow Robert, James Hall, master, had arrived safely at New Bedford. See NDAR 11: 782n, 783n, 796n.

10. The Continental Marine Committee had been ordered by Congress on 5 Mar. to revise the Rules
and Regulations of the Navy. On 6 Apr., above, they sent the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept.
the Rules and Regulations of the Navy and requested suggestions for any new rules or alterations that

they might think necessary, above. On 8 Apr. the committee sent a similar request to the Continental
Navy Board of the Middle Dept., above.
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THE CONNECTICUT GAZETTE; AND THE UNIVERSAL INTELLIGENCER (NEW LONDON)
FriDAY, APRIL 17, 1778

NEW-LONDON, April 17.

One Day last Week, a Sloop from Halifax, laden with Coal, some Coffee and
other Articles, was taken by a Boat with seven Men and one Swivel, from Coaxet,! in
Dartmouth: the Sloop had three Swivels and eight Men, but made no Resistance:

the Boat was out but three Hours, and the Men it was said would share upwards of
1000 Dollars each.

1. That is, Acoaxet on Westport River, Mass.

Vice ADMIRAL VISCOUNT HOWE TO COMMODORE WILLIAM HOTHAM

Private Eagle Off Sandy Hook. [N.].]
D= Sir/ April the 17" 1778

The Wind being favorable to put to Sea for the Delaware where my earliest pres-
ence is necessary, I have not time to finish the Official Instructions You would other-
wise have received before I left the Hook.

By the Andromeda, I am advised that R. Ad" Gambier! is to be daily expected. I
mean that he should be charged with the Services of this Port at present; As some
time will probably be requisite to get his Ship in condition for other Service after his
passage from England.? And I propose (which I am sure will be more agreeable as
being a more active Scene) that you should take the Command in Chesepeak Bay;®
where three of the large ships bringing European Cargoes, are said to be destined,
in order to load back with Tobacco.

Capt. Onslow! is apprized of the necessity for his Stay in Chesepeak Bay, by your
Tender.® And I mean a 50 Gun ship to be sent immediately from the Delaware, if I
find the Circumstances of the Service such upon my arrival as to admit of it.

By this earlier notice of your probable Appointment, You will have leisure to
prepare the necessary Information on the different Branches of the Service of the
Port and adjacent Stations, in readiness for the R. Admirals arrival; And as I shall
have time to finish the Official authorities on my way to the Delaware, they will be
very soon sent back to you. I am with the greatest regard D* Sir [&c.]

Howe
L, University of Hull, England, Brynmor Jones Library, William Hotham Collection, Letters from Viscount
Howe, 1776-1780 (DDHO/5/1). Addressed at foot of first page: “Com" Hotham.” Docketed: “17" April
1778./Private Letter from/Lord Howe.” Docketed in a different hand: “Answ® by the Andromeda April 1778.”
1. Rear Adm. James Gambier.
2. Gambier’s “ship” was H.M.S. Ardent, Capt. George Keppel, commander.
3. Hotham did not succeed Onslow in command of the squadron in Chesapeak Bay.

4. Capt. Richard Onslow, commanding H.M.S. St. Albansin Chesapeake Bay.
5. Probably sloop tender Hotham.

MINUTES OF THE PENNSYLVANIA SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

[Extract]
The Council met
Lancaster, Friday, April 17, 1778.
Present. His Excell” Tho* Wharton, jun., Esq™ President. Joseph Hart, Esqr., Jonat®.
Hoge, Esq"™, James Edgar, Esq™, & Jacob Arndt, Esq™
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A Certificate signed by Will™ Crispin, Commissary, setting forth, that he had
took by force 121 Gallons of Jamaica Spirits, for the use of the Fleet, on the 20™ of
November, being laid before the Council, and it appearing to have been very old
Spirit, for which he could have had Five Pounds @ Gallon; whereupon, An Order
was drawn on the Treasurer in favor of Elias Boyce, for the Sum of Six hundred &
five Pounds, to be charged to Will™ Crispin, Commissary. . .

D, PHarH, RG 27, Minute Books of the Supreme Executive Council, vol. 6: 253.

JOURNAL OF THE MARYLAND COUNCIL

[Annapolis] Friday 17" April 1778

Ordered That M" Crysall' supply the Dolphin® with a Barrel of Beef a Barrell
of Pork two Barrels of Bread and 12 b Candles— M" Harris® is requested to fur-
nish the Dolphin with 40 Gall* Whiskey— Capt Campbell* is requested to furnish
the Dolphin with half a Barrel of Musket powder 200 Swivel Balls and 400 Musket
Cartridges— . . .

Ordered That the western shore Treasurer® Pay to Capt Thomas Coursey one
thousand four hundred and fifty two Pounds, fifteen Shillings and eight Pence due
himself & Crew of the Chester Galley per Pay roll exam? & passed by the Auditor
General®. . ..

Lieut Gale,’

You are to proceed with all Expedition to Chester Town with your Detachment
of Artillerists, Artillery & small Arms & be subject to the Orders of Col> Bordley®it is
designed you should act in Concert with the Militia against the Insurgents.—® If the
wind should prove unfavourable so that Attempting to get to Chester may occasion
delay you are to land at Queen’s Town call on any Militia Officer immediately for
Assistance of Carriages & and proceed forward to join the Militia collected some
where we expect in the Head of Queen Annes County sending an Express as soon
as you get to Queen’s Town to Col> Hemsley'” and another to Col® Bordley— the
Arms & Cartouch Boxes may be delivered to either of them. We trust your Activity
will be equal to the Occasion

Ordered that Capt Matthews'' deliver to Capt. Coursey out of the Johnson Galley
what Rigging & Pig Iron he may want for the Chester Galley.'?

Lieut, Cox,'?

You are to proceed to Cambridge with the Baltimore Galley and there deliver the
Arms you have in under the care of such Person as Robert Goldsborough Esquire
shall direct you, who is requested to write to the Lieut* of Dorchester and Caroline
Counties' the six Boxes marked D are for Dorset and the five marked C for Caroline
150 Stand for each County, You are to receive at Cambridge what Continental and
State Goods are there and with them return to Annapolis with all Dispatch none of
the Goods must be taken on board loose and if any of the Packages want repair it
must be done by those who have the Care of the Goods take every precaution to pre-
vent embezzlement.

D, MdAA, Governor and Council Proceedings, 3842, S1071-23, pp- 196-98.

1. That is, John Crisall.
2. Maryland Navy schooner Dolphin, Capt. Daniel Bryan, commander.
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3. Isaac Harris.

4. Capt. William Campbell commanded a company of matrosses in the state service.

5. Thomas Harwood.

6. Zephaniah Turner.

7. Lt. Edward Gale of the Independent Company, Maryland Artillery.

8. In a letter of this date, the Council informed Col. William Bordley, commander of the Kent County
militia regiment, that the detachment consisted of “thirty two Artillery Men, two field pieces” and that
the Council was sending “two Hundred stand of good Arms and all the Cartouch Boxes we have fit for
Use about 130.” Ibid., p. 40.

9. In early April, noted Delaware Loyalist Cheney Clow sparked a Tory uprising in Queen Anne’s
and Kent counties in Maryland. Reportedly, between 600 and 700 Loyalists joined Clow on Jordan’s Is-
land at the head of the Chester River, began to erect a fort, and were disarming anyone who refused to
join them. Edwin M. Jameson, “Tory Operations on the Bay,” in Chesapeake Bay in the American Revolution,
ed. Ernest M. Eller (Centreville, Md.: Tidewater Publishers, 1981), p. 386. On the suppression of this
uprising by Delaware militiamen, see Brig. Gen. William Smallwood to Gen. George Washington, 17
May, below.

10. Col. William Hemsley commanded the Queen Anne’s County militia regiment.

11. Capt. Bennett Matthews, commander of the Maryland Navy galley Independence.

12. On the Maryland Navy galley Johnson, see Journal of the Maryland Council, 16 Apr., above.

13. Lt. John Cox who was temporarily in command of the Maryland Navy galley Baltimore.

14. These were the County Lieutenants who were responsible for organizing and training the militia
of their county.

CAPTAIN BENJAMIN CALDWELL, R.N., TO COMMANDER MATTHEW SQUIRE, R.N.

Emerald.

Sir off Tangier & Watts Islands 17" April 1778

You will please, to receive such Americans, enlisted for General Sir William
Howes Army,' as will be sent you from the Senegal;? Victualling them at two thirds al-
lowance, taking the first oppertunity of sending them to New York, or Philadelphia;
sending a list to the Command?' Officer. I am [&c.] B.C.
LB, UKGrNMM, Benjamin Caldwell Papers, CAL/110 Letter Book (May 1776—June 1779), p. 22. Ad-
dressed at bottom: “To/Captain Squire/ Otter.”

1. On these enlistees for the British Army, see Caldwell to Capt. Richard Onslow, 31 Mar. 1778. NDAR

11: 848.
2. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Senegal, Comdr. Anthony James Pye Molloy, commander.

L.OG OF THE MASSACHUSETTS NAVY BRIGANTINE 7TYRANNICIDE,
CAPTAIN JONATHAN HARADEN, COMMANDER

Remarks on Friday April 17" 1778

No Observt™ to Day
from 12 to 5 AM Moderate at 6 AM saw a Sail and gave Chace at 8 AM spoke with
the Chace the Privateer Brig" Oliver Cromwell Cap* —— Richardson from Salem out
8 days bound upon a Cruize—' at 10 AM handed the Top Sails and hove too—

Latt® P Observ* 38..20 N* [at sea in the latitude of southern Delaware]
[PM] Latter part squally with a Fresh Breeze Broached a Hh? of Water—
D, MSaE, Log of Brigantine Tyrannicide (November 1777-May 1778).

1. The petition for a letter of marque, the commission and the bonds for this Massachusetts privateer

cannot be found. There was a privateer brigantine from Salem named Oliver Cromwell, William Coles, com-
mander, which was commissioned on 29 Apr. 1777.
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THE PROVIDENCE GAZETTE; AND COUNTRY JOURNAL
SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 1778

PROVIDENCE, April 18.

The Snow! lately taken by the Warren Frigate? is safe arrived at a neighbouring
Port.? Her other Prize, a Ship from Whitehaven,* was retaken by the Orpheus Frigate,
within six Hours Sail of Boston, and brought into Newport.

1. Snow Robert, James Hall, master.
2. Continental Navy frigate Warren.

3. New Bedford, Mass.
4. Ship Neptune, Joseph Smallwood, master.

RIVINGTON’S THE RoYAL GAZETTE (NEW YORK), SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 1778

NEW-YORK, April 18.

Yesterday a sloop from Cape Francoise, for Virginia, arrived in this harbour;'
she was taken by the Letter of Marque ship Rose, Capt. Duncan;? and is laden with
rum, sugar, molasses, duck, calicoe, chintzes, medicines, &c.

1. Probably, sloop Dolphin. The Dolphin and its cargo were advertised for sale in The Royal Gazelte on
16 May.

2. British letter of marque ship Rose, James Duncan, master, 305 tons burthen, owned by James Dun-

can & Co. Rosewas armed with twenty-two 6-pounders, two 4-pounders, and two 3-pounders. Lloyd’s Register
of Ships, 1777-1778.

JOURNAL OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS

[ York, Pa.] Saturday, April 18, 1778

The Marine Committee brought in a report; Whereupon, Congress came to the
following resolution:

Whereas, it is expedient that a speedy enquiry be made into the causes of the
loss of the Virginia frigate, and a competent number of officers belonging to the navy
cannot, at present, be obtained for that purpose:

Resolved, That the navy board in the middle district, with William Smith, Esq. of
Baltimore, and Stephen Stewart, Esq. of West river, in the State of Maryland, or any
three of them, be, and they are hereby appointed and fully authorized to make a
strict enquiry and examination into the causes of the loss of the said frigate, and the
conduct of James Nicholson, late commander of the said frigate; and that to that
end they repair to Baltimore as speedily as possible, and call before them the said
James Nicholson, and examine all persons, evidences and papers necessary, and
make report of such their enquiry, together with the evidences, to the Marine Com-
mittee, to be laid before Congress.'

JCC10: 36364

1. See Continental Marine Committee to the Continental Navy Board of the Middle Dept., 16 May,
below. As seen in a note at that letter, the inquiry was still pending in Mar. 1779.
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BRIGADIER GENERAL JOHN DAGWORTHY TO GOVERNOR CAESAR RODNEY OF DELAWARE

Dagsberry' April 18™ 1778
A Commander of a Schooner? with his Mate and eight Sailors having been made
prisoners and their Vessel taken by a Number of the inhabitants of Indian River I
send to recieve your orders in relation to them.
Rodney Lelters, p. 260. Dagworthy commanded the militia in Sussex County, Del.

1. That is, Dagsboro, Del.
2. As seen at Rodney to Dagworthy, 7 May, below, the schooner was Fortune.

CAPTAIN BENJAMIN CALDWELL, R.N., TO COMMODORE WiLLIAM HOTHAM, R.N.

Emerald
Sir off Tangier & Watts Islands 18" April 1778.

I beg leave to Inclose you Captain Symonds’s Letter to me,' relative to the situ-
ation of the Solebays Anchors and Cables, and to request She may be supplied, with
those material Articles;— Should She be so unfortunate as to loose, another anchor,
She will then be obliged to leave the Station, and there are too few Ships here at
present, to Guard the Bay,? if more could be had.

This Ship has been here very near a year,” and is in great want of Sails, and
Cordage, and the upper Works being Caulked. I am [&c.] B. C.
LB, UKGrNMM, Benjamin Caldwell Papers, CAL/110 Letter Book (May 1776-June 1779), p.22. Addressed
at the foot: “To/Commodore Hotham.”

1. Letter not found.
2. Chesapeake Bay.

3. H.M. frigate Emerald had arrived in Chesapeake Bay on 5 June 1777. D, UKLPR, Logbook of H.M.
frigate Emerald, Adm. 51/311.

BRIGADE ORDERS OF COLONEL SAMUEL ELBERT, CONTINENTAL ARMY

Brigade Orders.
Washington Galley, 18th April, 1778.

Parole-Liberty.

The division of troops on board the Washington under the command of Lieut.
Colo. Rae' are the first to land at the place called Pikes Bluff, on the north west ex-
tremity of Frederica, including the first division of riflemen; the latter lead the vans
and are immediately to take post in the woods, and cover the landing of the rest.
Canty’s boat will attend for the purpose.?

Major Roberts with the division on board the Bullock,® with the second division
of riflemen is next to land, and are to proceed agreeable to the orders for the first.
They are to form on their left. The above boat with what can be spared from the gal-
leys is to attend their landing.

As soon as the above two divisions have effected their landing and taken posses-
sion of the woods in front, Captn. [ George] Young is to land with the Artillery, and
get in order for action with all possible expedition.

All the boats are next to rendezvous with the Lee, where the commanding officer
will be ready to debark with the rest of the troops.*

Officers and soldiers are earnestly entreated to pay the strictest attention to their
duty, in which case the commanding officer will insure them success against the plun-
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derers of their country and the common enemies of the rights of mankind.

Colo. White on board the Lee, Captain Melven on board the Washington, and
Lieutenant Patty on board the Bullock® are to remain with the detachments under
their command, and assist in fighting and navigating those vessels.

By order of the C. C.,°
JOHN HABERM., B. M.
“Order Book of Samuel Elbert,” pp. 127-28.

1. As seen in his letter to Maj. Gen. Robert Howe, 19 Apr., below, Elbert put some 300 rank and file
and two pieces of artillery on board the gallies. Lt. Col. Robert Rae’s detachment was on board the Georgia
Navy galley Washington, Capt. John Hardy, commander.

2. For more on James Cantey, Jr., and his flatboat, see Elbert to Capt. George Melvin, 9 Apr., above.

3. Maj. Daniel Roberts’ detachment was on board the Georgia Navy galley Bulloch, Capt. Archibald
Hatcher, commander.

4. Georgia Navy galley Lee, Capt. John Braddock, commander.

5. Col. John White; Capt. George Melvin; Lt. Bernard Petty.

6. That is, Colonel Commanding, which was Col. Samuel Elbert.
7. That is, Brigade Major John Habersham.

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE GALATEA, CAPTAIN THOMAS JORDAN

April 1778 Moor’d in St Simons Sound.
Saturday 18" Mod"™ and Cloudy W* Emp® working up Junk. Rece’d Fresh Beef—
At Single Anchor off Frederica Island.—

Light Breezes and Calm, at 5 PM Received Information by a Boat
from the Hinchinbrook & Rebecca (which was there upon the Ad-
vanced Post) that three Rebel Rowe Gallies' had Anchored of[f] the
Town of Frederica, that they were Perceived from our Advanced
Guards to Embark a Number of Men on their Boats, About % p“ 5
PM Lieu* Merrick went in the Pinnace Man’d and Arm’d and was
soon after followed by the Watering Vessel.?

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/4197.

1. Georgia Navy galleys Washington, Lee, and Bulloch.

2. Lt. William Augustus Merrick. The “Watering Vessel” appears to have been a brig tender of H.M.
frigate Carysfort, Capt. Robert Fanshawe, commander.

April 19 (Sunday)

TRIAL AND CONDEMNATION IN VICE ADMIRALTY COURT OF NOVA SCOTIA
OF MASSACHUSETTS PRIVATEER SCHOONER HAMMOND

[ Halifax, Nova Scotia]
Cause.
Sir George Collier Commander of His Majesty’s Ship Rainbow
VS. the Schooner called the Hammon.!
9™ April } Libel filed & Entered & Order made thereon as on
1778 file.
Registers Office 13™ April 1778.
Edward Dalton Lieu" of the Rainbow being duly Sworne Deposeth that being on
a Cruize in the Rainbows Tender? they fell in with the Schooner Hammon at
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L’Have® Arm’d with 12 Swivels & Small Arms, & 28 Men, that the Rebels ran the
Schooner ashore & got away all but Six, that the Deponant took Possession of
her & brought her into this Port.
E. Dalton
Sworne before me.
Charles Morris Jun® Reg

1778.
Court opened as usual, The Libel Order & Return thereon Read, the Evidence
taken before the Register also Read, the Judge then Ordered Proclamation to
be made for all Persons Claiming property in the Schooner Hammon & her Ap-
purtenances to Appear and Assert their Claims, none appeared, The Advocate
General then moved for a Decree, which was pronounced as on file, whereby
the said Schooner & her Appurtenances were Condemned as Lawfull Prize to
the Captors thereof.
Court Adjourned without Day.
D, CaNSHP, Vol. 496, Vice Admiralty Register, vol. 6 (1777-1782), p. 120.

1. Privateer schooner Hammond, Jonathan Woodman, commander, taken on 22 Mar., sent into Hal-
ifax. Howe’s Prize List, 30 Oct. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 483-84. Massachusetts privateer schooner
Hammond mounted two carriage guns and was manned by a crew of twenty-five seamen. It was commis-
sioned on 24 Dec. 1777 and was owned by Robert Shillaber and others, of Danvers, Mass. M-Ar, Revolu-
tionary Rolls Collection, vol. 6, p. 108, vol. 8, p. 16; Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 168, p. 112.

2. H.M. schooner tender Arbuthnot. UKLPR, Adm. 51/762, part 1, fols. 30-31.
3. La Have, Nova Scotia.

190 April}

COMMANDER HENRY MOWAT, R.N., TO CAPTAIN THOMAS FITZHERBERT, R.N.

Copy Albany, River S" John [ New Brunswick] 19 April 1778
Sir,

Major Studholme! the Officer Commanding at Fort Howe having by this oppor-
tunity laid before General Massey? a plan describing the Situation of this place, as
also the intelligence he has procured since his last Dispatches, leaves with me only
to remark, that the Albanyis now placed agreeable to the tenor of your Orders,” and
I wish very Sincerely that the Navigation of this River* would admit of a full extension
of them, which I am sorry to observe it does not, owing principally to the interruption
of the Bar which allows of Vessels passing only at certain periods of the Tide: this cir-
cumstance I think incumbent on me to lay before you, and I also think it necessary
to make known, that the Major has been pleased to shew me the Orders he is under,
by which he is instructed, in case he is obliged to leave his Post to repair immediately
with his Party & on board the King’s Ship, and as no mention is made in my Orders
respecting him or his Post, I pray you will be pleased to signify your directions on
that head, in case he should be forced to that Alternative, which he certainly will
should any Cannon be brought against the Blockhouse, and on that Supposition I
think it my Duty to observe, that the Ship’s retreat will entirely depend upon a lead-
ing Wind and a favorable time of the Tide.

The intelligence which goes to the General at this time will no doubt be laid be-
fore you Sir, and you may rest assured that no exertion of the Albany shall be wanting
in co-operating with the Major Should the service require it; although I must beg
leave to observe as my opinion that if the Rebels have any design against Cumberland
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or any part on that Shore, they never will make any attempt at this Post in conse-
quence of that Measure; my reason is thus, because they have Mechias, Pas-
samaquady’® and Several other open Harbors to assemble at and favor their designs
much more than this place could do were they in possession of it, and they also have
itin their power to annoy and even destroy the upper Settlements on this River with-
out appearing here, which you will See they intend doing if the intelligence be just.
I have the honor to be, Sir [&c.]
H. Mowat

Copy, MiU-C, Sir Henry Clinton Papers. Addressed below close: “Thomas Fitzherbert Esq"” Docketed:
“Copy M Mowat/Letter to Capt™ Fitzherbert/19 April 1778.”

1. Maj. Gilfred Studholme, brigade major at Halifax, was, at the time of this letter, commanding Fort
Howe, an outpost at the mouth of St. John River.

2. Maj. Gen. Eyre Massey, commanding the British Army in Nova Scotia.

3. Capt. Thomas Fitzherbert, commanding H.M.S. Raisonable, which was operating out of Halifax.

4. That is, St. John River, New Brunswick.
5. That is, Machias and Passamaquoddy Bay, Me.

COLONEL SAMUEL ELBERT, CONTINENTAL ARMY, TO MAJOR GENERAL ROBERT HOWE,
CONTINENTAL ARMY

Frederica Harbour on board the

D* General Ship Rebecca 19™ April 1778

I have the happiness to inform you that about Ten OClock this forenoon the
Brigantine Hinchinbrook,' the Sloop Rebecca® & a prize Brig® of theirs all struck the
British Tyrants Colours & Surrendered to the American Arms

Being informed that the above Vessels were at this place, I put about Three hun-
dred men, by Detachments from the Troops under my Command at Fort Howe on
board the three Galleys, the Washington, Capt Hardy, the Lee Cap" Braddock, & the
Bullock Capt Hatchet:* a detachment of Artillery with two Field Pieces under Capt
Young, I also put on board a boat & with this little Army embarked at Darien, I last
Evening effected a landing at a Bluff about a mile below the Town, leaving Col*
White on board the Lee, Capt Melvin on board the Washington and Lieu® Petty on
board the Bullock each with a sufficient Party of Troops— immediately on landing I
despatched L* Col> Rae & Major Roberts with about one hundred men, who
marched directly up to the Town & made prisoners of three marines & two Sailors
belonging to the Huntingbrooke—> It being late the Galleys did not engage till this
morning. You must Imagine what my feelings were to see our three little men of War
going on to the attack of those three Vessels, who have spread Terror on our Coast,
& who were drawn up in order of Battle. But the weight of our metal soon damped
the courage of those Heroes, who took to their Boats & as many as could abandon’d
their Vessels & every thing on board, of which we immediately took possession. What
is extraordinary, we have not one man hurt. Capt Ellis is drown’d & Capt Mowbray
made his escape.® As soon as I can see Col® White (who has not yet come to us) with
his prize I shall consult with him, the other Field Officers & the three Capt* of the
Gallies, on the expediency of attacking the Galatea now laying at Jekyl.” I send you
this by my Brigade Major Habersham who will inform you of other particulars 1
am [&c.]

(Signed) J Elbert Col Comds
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LB, ScHi, Henry Laurens Papers, Copy Book.

1. H.M. armed brig Hinchinbrook, Second Master and Pilot James Murray, acting commander. Merrick
had been sent the morning of 18 Apr. from H.M. frigate Galatea to be the senior naval officer present.

2. East Florida armed sloop Rebecca, John Mowbray, commander.

3. This vessel was unnamed but was probably a tender to H.M. frigate Carysfort. In the account of the
capture given by Capt. Thomas Jordan in the log of the H.M. frigate Galatea of this date, below, it is called
simply “watering Brigg.”

4. Georgia Navy armed gallies Washington, Capt. John Hardy; Lee, Capt. John Braddock; and Bulloch,
Capt. Alexander Hatcher, commanders.

5. That is, Hinchinbrook.

6. Hinchinbrook’s former commander, Lt. Alexander Ellis, had drowned on 9 Apr.

7. That is, Jekyl Island, Ga. The Georgia Navy gallies did not attack Galatea.

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE GALATEA, CAPTAIN THOMAS JORDAN

April 1778 At Single Anchor off Frederica Island—

Sunday 19 AM Rece’d the following Information by the Return of the Boats—
At the first dawn of day the Gallies' were perceived about a Mile &
Half from the Hinchinbrook. Advancing down the Creek. it was then
Calm and a Strong Ebbtide Running, and having Approach’d within
the Point Blank Range of their Shot came to Anchor, and begun a
heavy Cannonade upon the Hinchinbrook; Rebecca & watering Brigg,
the Circumstances of the Weather and tide Rendering it Impossible
for the Hinchinbrook to Advance towards the Gallies, (her Guns
which were four Pounders were useless,) In this Situation the Vessels
Lay near an hour & half Exposed to a very Galling fire, still Hoping
that a Breeze of wind would Spring up to Enable them to Stem the
tide & Board the Gallies, but it still Continuing Calm their rigging
much disabled & one of their Boats sunk, it became Necessary for
them to Move their Birth, they therefore weighed their Anchor and
Dropt Lower down the Creek the Gallies following them and Kept
up a Constant fire, but taking Great Care Never to Approach nearer
the Hinchinbrook than the Range of their shot. In this Manner the
Hinchinbrook, Rebecca, & Brigg Continued Droping down Anxiously
Waiting the turn of the tide or a favourable wind, and having Pro-
ceeded about a Mile, all three Vessels Most unfortunately Got a
ground at the same time, the tide still Running very Rapidly down
the Creek, rendering all the Effects to get them afloat useless, or
even their Broad sides to the Stream. The Gallies Instantly Perceiv-
ing the Situation of the Vessels, and taking advantage of it, Advanc-
ing with all speed to get Possession of them. In this Critical Moment
no time was to be lost the Least delay would have Made them all Pri-
sioners. they had therefore no Alternative but to Abandon the Ves-
sels & retreat in their Boats which with Great Difficulty they Effected
& Returned to the Galatea. At 11 AM unmoor’d, Weighed and came
to Sail out of the Inlet. at Noon Anchored in 8% f™ about a mile &
half from the Entrance. The Hinchinbrook and Rebecca’s People Vict-
ualled onboard this Day the latter Returned in their Boats to S"
Johns—



Colonel Samuel Elbert
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At Single Anchor of Frederica Island—
Fresh Breezes and Cloudy W at 6 [PM] Shifted our Berth. Guard
Boats Emp® during the Night.
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/4197.

1. Georgia Navy galleys Washington, Capt. John Hardy, commander, Lee, Capt. John Braddock, com-
mander, and Bulloch, Capt. Archibald Hatcher, commander.

REAR ADMIRAL SIR PETER PARKER TO SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY PHILIP STEPHENS

[Extract]
Bristol Port Royal Jamaica
Sir the 19 April 1778.

The Diligence Packet arrived the 13 ins* from Pensacola and brought me Dis-
patches from Governor Chester and the Commanding Officer of His Majestys Ships
on that Station,' informing me that the Rebels had actually attacked our Settlements
on the Mississippi— The Governor has desired some assistance from me, and has
also applied to General Dalling for a re-enforcement of Troops—?

I propose to send the Activefrom hence which with the Hound, Sylph, West Florida,
and Florida Surveying Schooner,? that will be soon ready, and may be employed on
her arrival at Pensacola if found necessary, will I think be a sufficient force by Sea—
However as the Province of West Florida is actually invaded, I shall also send the Stork
when she comes in from her Cruize—*

Enclosed you will receive copys of the Letters and Papers mentioned in the mar-
gin for their Lordships information,” and as I coincide in opinion with the Governor
and Council at Pensacola, that a Sloop stationed near Manchac wou’d not only be a
great protection to that part of the Province and the British Vessels in the Mississippi
but also a means of preventing the Rebels from penetrating through the River
Iberville and the Lakes Maurepas and Port Chartrain,® either to Mobile or Pensacola;
and also that another small armed Vessel in the Lakes Commanded by a Lieutenant
would be an additional security to the Province

I shall direct Captain Williams of the Active who will Convoy the Troops to Pen-
sacola to continue til all apprehensions of an Invasion are over, and the Province se-
cure, and then return to this Port with His Majestys Ship under his Command and
the Stork, leaving the Hound on the Pensacola Station, and the Sylph near Manchack
in the River Mississippi—

I'shou’d not do my duty or answer the end of my Appointment to this Command
were I [{o] neglect laying before their Lordships my opinion as circumstances may
arise for their Lordships Consideration; The extent of this Station and the various
services expected from the Kings Ships are well known to their Lordships, and re-
quire perhaps more Vessels than can be conveniently spared from England; and Ves-
sels may be purchased here fit for the Service.

Their Lordships may think it requisite to Station one Sloop in the Bay of Hon-
duras—one at Turks Island and one in the River Mississippi and another Armed Ves-
sel on the Lakes.—

The Hornett is now at Turks Island— the Cupid on the Mosketo shore from
whence She proceeds to St Georges Key—7 remains on that Station four Weeks and
then is to return here, taking her route through the Gulph of Florida, with such
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Trade under her Convoy that may be willing to avail themselves of her protection so
far on their way to Europe.—

A Copy of my Order to Captain Haswell of the 28 of Feb* will explain the corre-
spondence between the Lieu* Governor of the Bahama Islands® and myself without
troubling their Lordships with Copys of the Letters—

You will please to observe that Vice Admiral Gayton gave up the Command of
the Fleet to me the 27 of Feb* tho’ he did not sail til the 3¢ of March.—

Since Admiral Gayton sail’d the Squadron has taken (25) Vessels of different
denominations some of them more valuable than the general run lately;” many have
escaped by outsailing some of our foul Vessels, which proves the Ultility of the scheme
their Lordships have adopted to Sheath some Frigates with copper, a few on this Sta-
tion wou’d clear these Seas of Privateers, and besides the annoyance to the Trade of
the Rebels, and the considerable expences saved in heaving down— it wou’d be the
means of preserving many Lives and preventing desertions—

The 5" of last Month the Friendship a Letter of Marque in company with two
ships— the Thomas of London & the Byron of Bristol' took off the Isle of Ash on the
South side of Hispaniola a Privateer Sloop of fourteen Six Pounders named the Gen-
eral Gates—"" The Raitle Snake a Rebel Privateer Ship of Sixteen or Eighteen Six &
four pounders apppear’d lately off the East end of Jamaica'? & took a small Tender
belonging to the Company of the Bristo—" She then ranged along the South side
of the Island put most of the Men she had taken on shore, and made prize of two
small Vessels of little value— an Express was immediately sent off to the Cameleon &
Racehorse on the North side of the Island to endeavour to intercept her, but they had
not the good fortune to meet with her—'*

I have sent the Druid" off the different Lading Ports between this and Bluefields
‘til the Convoy sails from thence, least the Rattle Snakeshou’d return as She threatend
and attempt to Cut some of the Ships when loaded, out of the open Bays—

I have met the Governor and Council twice— they have consented to the Im-
pressing of Seamen when wanted to complete the Compliment of His Majestys
Squadron on this Station, agreeable to the Act,'® in that case, made & provided—

Guns are to be sent to some of the principal Lading ports, and the Camel'” has
now a Schooner under Convoy for that purpose, She is afterwards to proceed to S*
Lucia at the NW* end of Jamaica and bring if possible the Racehorsefrom thence; She
has been condemned as unserviceable by her Own Officers and some Masters of
Merchantmen, when she comes here, she shall be regularly Surveyed, and if found
as bad as represented, I shall trespass on their Lordships indulgence and purchase
as soon as possible Another Vessel in her room and move Lieu* M“Namara (if he
chuses it) with his Crew into her—

I have the pleasure to assure their Lordships that the greatest harmony subsists
among all degrees of People, and that they seem well disposed to second the views
of the Governor and Council in discouraging and preventing Supplies or Intelligence
from being sent to the Rebels, which I am told at the beginning of these disturbances
was not sufficiently attended to, but was carried on by a few Ill disposed Americans
settled in this Island. . . .

Their Lordships will probably have heard before this reaches you that His
Majestys Ship the Yarmouth on the Lew® Island Station fell in with five American Pri-
vateers. One of which, the Randolph of Thirty Six Guns in engaging the Yarmouth
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blew up and every Soul on board perished—'® One of her Consorts struck to the
Yarmouth but the remaining three escaped.'

The Alfred an American Privateer of Twenty Guns is taken by the Ceres and sent
into Barbadoes—?*" I give credit to this whole account, but the Blowing up of the
Randolph cannot from the information I have received be doubted.—

The Trade will sail from Bluefields the 30 ins" under Convoy of the Winchelsea
& Porpoise and will be accompanied by the Bristol and Niger as far as the Latt® of
32_21

Governor Dalling has Ordered a Detachment of One Captain, two Subalterns
with One hundred Men to embark immediately for Pensacola, and I expect they will
sail in two or three days, the Florida Surveying Schooner will be ready to accompany
the Active. I am sir [&c.] P: Parker

L, UKLPR, Adm. 1/241. Addressed at bottom of first page: “Philip Stephens Esq"” Docketed: “Sir Peter
Parker/19™ April 1778.” There are several notations throughout the letter. Under the date line is: “Rd 6
July.” In the margin on the first page is a list of enclosures, which are discussed in note 6, below. At points
throughout the rest of the letter are other notations, presumably inserted by clerks in the Admiralty office
to facilitate their creating a synopsis of this letter.

1. Gov. Peter Chester of West Florida; the ranking naval officer at Pensacola was Comdr. Thomas
Lloyd, who commanded H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Atalanta.

2. Gen. John Dalling was governor of Jamaica.

3. H.M. frigate Active, Capt. William Williams, commander; H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Hound,
Comdr. Joseph Nunn, commander; H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Sy/ph, Comdr. John Fergusson, com-
mander; H.M. armed sloop West Florida, L.t. George Burdon, commander. There were two armed
schooners named Forida then in Peter Parker’s command. The newer, commanded by Lt. James Kirkland,
was then fitting out at Jamaica. The older Florida, Lt. John Osborne, commander, was at the time of this
letter laying at Pensacola, condemned as unfit, but still in service. It was presumably the former Forida to
which Parker referred.

4. H.M. brig-rigged sloop-of-war Stork, Lt. Francis .’ Montais, commander.

5. In the left margin is a list of enclosures: “N°(1) Letter from the Governor of Florida,” which is
Gov. Peter Chester to Parker, 25 Mar. 1778 (UKLPR, Adm. 1/241). “N° (2) Substance of Intelligence re-
specting the transactions of the Rebels on the Mississippi,” which is a summary of intelligence concerning
the activities of the force commanded by Capt. James Willing as compiled by Chester and the Governor’s
Council of West Florida. According to the heading on the document, the summary was taken from dep-
ositions given under oath by “several Inhabitants of that part of the Province” and from “different Letters
received.” (UKLPR, Adm. 1/241). There is also a letter from Lt. George Burdon to Chester, 3 Mar. 1778
(NDAR11: 698). “N°>(3) Letter from Cap" Nunn of the Hound Sloop Pensacola,” which is Comdr. Joseph
Nunn to Parker, 19 Mar. 1778 (NDAR, 11: 719). “N°>(4) Letter from Cap" Nunn of the Hound Sloop Pen-
sacola,” which is Nunn to Parker, 21 Mar. 1778 (NDAR 11: 755-56). “N°(5) Letter from L* Jn> Osborne
of the Florida Surveying Schooner Pensacola,” which is Osborn to Parker, 25 Mar. 1778 (UKLPR, Adm.
1/241). “N°(6) Letter from Capt. Lloyd of the Atalanta Pensacola, which is Comdr. Thomas Lloyd to
Parker, 26 Mar. 1778 (NDAR 11: 800-1). “N°(7) Letter to Cap" Haswell of the Hornett dated the 29 Feb”
1778.—,” which is Parker to Comdr. Robert Haswell of H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Hornet, 28 Feb. 1778
(NDAR 11: 469-70).

6. That is, Lakes Maurepas and Pontchartrain in present-day Louisiana.

7. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Cupid, Comdr. William Carlyon, commander. Parker is referring to
the Mosquito Coast, which was a British protectorate that stretched along the coast of present-day
Nicaragua and Honduras. St. George’s Cay is a small island off the coast of Belize.

8. Lt. Gov. John Gambier. As can be seen in Parker’s letter to Robert Haswell, 28 Feb. 1778, Gambier
had requested assistance because “American Privateers are very troublesom.” NDAR 11: 469.

9. “A List of Vessels taken by His Majestys Squadron under the Command of Sir Peter Parker at Ja-
maica between the 3d March and the 21st June 1778,” UKLPR, Adm. 1/240.

10. British letter of marque ship Friendship, Duncan Fisher, master, 250 tons burthen, carrying 16 car-
riage guns both 4 and 6-pounders and a crew of 25 men. It was on a voyage from Liverpool to Jamiaca
with a cargo of provisions, herring, and coal. It was owned by Liverpool merchants John and James
Roberts. UKLPR, H.C.A. 26/61, p. 125. British letter of marque ship Thomas, James Barton, master, 177
tons burthen, carrying ten 6-pounders, 2 cohorns, 4 swivel guns, and a crew of 30. It was on a voyage from
Liverpool to the West Indies with a cargo of provisions, Irish linen, cottons, fustian, shoes, and cordage.
The owners were Liverpool merchants Thomas Tarleton, John Tarleton, and Daniel Backhouse. UKLPR,
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26/61, p. 149. Ship Byron, ]. Russel, master, 280 tons burthen, carrying six 4-pounders, built in Bristol in
1768, and owned by Champion. Lloyd’s Register of Ships, 1777-78.

11. Thatis, Ile a Vache in present-day Haiti. Georgia privateer sloop General Gates, Casper Rowx, com-
mander. According to a newspaper account of its capture, General Gates carried fourteen 6-pounders, two
4-pounders, 12 swivel guns, 4 cohorns, and a crew of 85 men. See News from Jamaica, 13 Mar. 1778, NDAR
11: 633-34.

12. Pennsylvania privateer ship Rattlesnake, David McCulloch, commander.

13. H.M.S. Bristol, Capt. John Raynor, commander.

14. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Cameleon, Comdr. John Douglas, commander; probably H.M. armed
sloop Racehorse, Lt. James McNamara, commander.

15. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Druid, Comdr. John Bourchier, commander.

16. Parker might be referring here to the Act of 15 George III, c. 31, sect. 19, repealing Anne 6, c.
37, which had protected American merchant seamen against impressment.

17. HM. frigate Camel, Capt. Richard Rodney Bligh, commander.

18. On the destruction of Continental Navy frigate Randolph, Capt. Nicholas Biddle, commander,
during its engagement with H.M.S. Yarmouth, Capt. Nicholas Vincent, commander, see Journal of H.M.S.
Yarmouth, 7 Mar. 1778. As seen at Yarmouth’s journal of 12 Mar., four survivors from Randolph were found.
NDAR11: 543-44; 623.

19. None of the other ships comprising Randolph’s squadron was captured by Yarmouth.

20. For the capture of Continental Navy ship Alfred, Capt. Elisha Hinman, commander, by H.M. frigate
Ariadne, Capt. Thomas Pringle, and H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Ceres, Comdr. James Richard Dacres,
commander, see Journal of H.M. frigate Ariadne, 9 Mar. 1778. NDAR 11: 575.

21. H.M. frigate Winchelsea, Capt. Nathaniel Bateman, commander; H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war
Porpoise, Comdr. Thomas Haynes, commander; H.M. frigate Niger, Capt. Robert Lambert, commander.

JOURNAL OF TIMOTHY BOARDMAN, CARPENTER’S MATE OF
CONNECTICUT NAVY SHIP OLIVER CROMWELL

[19°.. 46 Nth Latt]!

[April] 19" [1778] Cap' Brown of The Ship Adm! Kepplé & Cap' Dike of the Cyrus®
with Three Ladies & 8 Men Sett off in a Long Boat for S' Kitts O" Capt™ Parker &
Smedleys* Permition
Log-Book of Timothy Boardman, p. 52.

1. The bearing is taken from “Sailing Directions of Second Cruise.” Ibid., p. 54. Latitude 19° North
is in the latitude of the Leeward Is.

2. Capt. Abraham Brown of the British letter of marque snow Admiral Keppel.

3. Capt. Christopher Deake of the British letter of marque ship Cyrus.
4. Connecticut Navy captains Timothy Parker and Samuel Smedley.

April 20

CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD OF THE EASTERN DEPARTMENT TO JOHN LANGDON

Navy Board Eastern Department

Sir Boston April 20. 1778

We have the pleasure to inform you, that we have this day received a Warrant
on the Loan office of your State for Thirty thousand dollars, a large share of which
we propose for you. We shall soon send it forward, & as soon as the money can be
procured shall order a part of it to be left with you. be pleased to dispose matters so
that the money may be ready in the office when called for, and if the whole cannot
be had in Current bills to Negotiate as many Certificates as you possibly can— The
Marine Committee have directed us to order the Building of the 74 Gun Ship at
Portsmouth' to be Stopt for the present, & the Timber prepared for her to be Sea-
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soned. You will therefore please to Observe & Execute those orders as soon as they
reach you. it is also their determination that Cap" Roach? should be paid off his
wages. you will therefore Settle with him & pay his wages to the time the report was
made by our Board in his favour. no provision can be made for him as a Commander
of a Ship in the American Navy. if he should incline to take a Lieutenancy it is left
with us if we think him a proper person to Appoint him. otherwise he is to be Con-
sidered as no Longer in the Service of the Continent. you will please to Inform him
of this and if he should Incline to take a Lieutenancy he will Inform us of his deter-
mination, & procure a recommendation for that purpose. The Raleigh® Arrived here
Yesterday— I am [&c.]
J Warren

I Give you Joy on the Great & good News from France
L, Private Collection, Capt. J. G. M. Stone (Annapolis, Md., 1959). Addressed at foot of second page:
“Hon"* John Langdon Esq"” Docketed: “April 20" 1778—/James Warren Esq./Letter Answ.”

1. Continental Navy ship of the line later named America.

2. Capt. John Roche, Continental Navy.
3. Continental Navy frigate Raleigh, Capt. Thomas Thompson, commander.

JAMES WARREN TO WILLIAM VERNON

Dear Sir Boston April 20, 1778
Not having met with an Opportunity to send forward my last it is hereinclosed,

Since which the Raleigh' arrived Safe on Yesterday. I shall proceed with her as fast as
I can. shall leave proper orders during a Short Absence I propose. The Warren? lays
in a most destitute and forlorn Situation. It is Necessary Cap' Hopkins should return
immediatly.?® I have just received a packett from Congress. have time only to Inform
you that there are inclosed three Certificates amounting to 100,000 dollars on Loan
Office, Boston for 40,000, Connecticut for 30,000, New Hampshire for 30000. I shall
send them forward as soon as possible. We have great and agreeable News here. For
want of time must refer you for particulars to the papers. I give you Joy on the Occa-
sion and am Your Friend and hum"* Serv* J Warren
“Papers of William Vernon and the Navy Board,” pp. 236-37. Addressed at foot: “Hon" Will" Vernon Esq
[Providence].”

1. Continental Navy frigate Raleigh, Capt. Thomas Thompson, commander.

2. Continental Navy frigate Warren, Capt. John Burroughs Hopkins, commander, most of the crew of
which had deserted.

3. Capt. Hopkins had gone home to Providence about 15 Apr. See James Warren to William Vernon,
15 Apr., above.

JAMES WARREN TO JOHN GILL, PRINTER OF THE CONTINENTAL JOURNAL,
AND WEEKLY ADVERTISER (BOSTON)

Mr. Gill: BOSTON April 20, 1778.
AS the loss of the ALFRED is a subject of much speculation, and has given rise
to severe censures on the conduct of Capt. Thompson;' the regard which is due to
the reputation of a Gentleman, whose character until now, merited the esteem of
the public, and entitled him to the distinction conferred on him, induces me to offer
you the following paragraph of a letter received from him; which by being published
in your paper, may exhibit to your readers a view of that matter as stated by him to
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the Navy Board in this department,? and may enable such as don’t choose to suspend
their judgment ‘till a proper enquiry is made, to form perhaps a more compleat one
than they could do from the variety of circulating reports. I am, &c.
J. WARREN.

“ON the 9th March, lat. 16, 31, N. long. 55, 40, W. at six o’clock in the morn-
ing, saw two sail from the mast-head, in the W.N.W. at half past seven hove too for
the Alfred, discovered that the sails were two ships standing to the Northward close
upon a wind;® I spoke Capt. Hinman,* he asked me “what I thought of the two
ships,” I told him “we could not determine at that distance, but we would go down
and see what they were, and then determining accordingly, desired him to go down
to the aftermost ship, except I should discover her to be the larger than the other,
in that case I would make for her;” he reply’d “he would go down and observe my
motions”; at ten we were within five or six miles, and could plainly discover them
to be ships of force: I then haul’d the wind upon the same tack with them, keeping
the wind of them, the Alfred did the same; she was then upon our weather quarter,
and the two ships upon our lee; by this I thought we should have more time to dis-
cover their force, and see what difference there was between their sailing and
our’s:— Two things requisite to know previous to commencing any engagement.—
On seeing us haul the wind the headmost ship tack’d,” then the other tack’d;® by
this we found they were trying to work up and get our wakes; the Raleigh I found
sailed nearly as well as they, but the Alfred dropt a-stern and to leeward withal.—
As the weathermost ship passed under the Alfred’s lee, standing to the Southward
on the third tack, Capt. Hinman hoisted his colours and fired several shot, which
were returned under English colours; they were then two miles apart, and the other
ship four miles to leeward of her consort; the Alfred was about three miles a-stern
of us. I had before determin’d to tack to the Southward, and on seeing the firing
I order’d the master to put the ship in stays immediately, and stand towards the Al-
fred, that we might be close together, when the weather ship stood to the Northward
again, which would have been a favorable opportunity to attack her if she chose to
come up, as the other ship to leeward could not have fetch’d up to his assistance
in less than two hours. The instant our helm was put a-lee (without waiting any sig-
nal from me) I saw the Alfred right before the wind, and set studdingsails, and every
other light sail she could set, it was then half past twelve, wind E.N.E. light breeze.
I had not then determin’d in my own mind what was best to be done, as I knew
not their real force, but I imagin’d either was an overmatch for the Alfred, which I
suppose Capt. Hinman discover’d, being near them, and knowing the Alfred’s best
sailing was on one mast, thought that was his only chance to escape; he might like-
wise think the ships would pursue us, being the largest ship, and that we could
trust to our sailing; and by that means both ships might be saved. All my concern
was for the Alfred, I was not at all concerned for ourselves, I was sure we had an
equal chance to attack one, or to escape from them both by sailing; On the con-
trary the Alfred was neither able to engage one, nor to escape by sailing. I am sorry
he tried to effect his escape at that time as I plainly saw the leewardmost ship” bear-
ing then S.W. would cut him off before he could pass her, or I could give any assis-
tance. As I saw the Alfred bear away I did not go about just then, but ordered the
courses to be haul’d up, thinking that would tempt the weathermost ship® to stand
on for us, but found in a few minutes they were determin’d to act more cautiously,
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as they both made towards the Alfred: I then ordered the master to veer and make
sail toward the Alfred, and run between her and the other ship to take off her fire,
and give the Alfred an opportunity to escape, whom I thought gain’d upon them,
but in a few minutes the two got up and began a furious fire, which was return’d
by the Alfred as fast as they could; just as we had got studdingsails hoisted we had
the mortification to see the Alfred haul down her colours; it was then one o’clock,
the firing lasted about ten minutes; we were then within three miles of the ships.
This sudden and unexpected motion in the Alfred, left nothing for us to do, but to
try to effect our own escape from them, (certainly a superior force) we veer’d and
haul’d our wind to the Northward; being smooth & light winds, they soon finished
with the Alfred, then both together pursued us; they gained upon us as the wind
was light, & I imagine they were clean ships; As soon as night came on I edged away
and set all our light sails, and kept all sails drawing. I thought by thus altering the
course we should loose them, but at eight o’clock by the help of our glass we saw
them both a-stern; the moon shone very bright and clear all the night. Thus they
pursued us all night, sometimes they seemed to gain, and sometimes to go a-stern,
at day-light they were about four or five miles a-stern, crowding all they could set;
at seven they seemed to gain upon us. I gave orders to lighten the ship, we threw
over all the lumber on [or] the booms and things we could spare, started water,
&c: the whole weight about 35 tons, from tight to midships; after this we gained
upon them: at ten they gave over chase and haul’d their wind to the Southward,
after chasing us nineteen hours. One of the ships sailed faster than the other con-
siderably, and would have come up with us; but so very cautious were they of sep-
arating, that whenever she got a little a-head, she would heave too and wait for the
other: This they did repeatedly.”

Continental Journal, and Weekly Advertiser (Boston), 30 Apr. 1778.

1. Capt. Thomas Thompson, commander of Continental Navy frigate Raleigh.

2. Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept.

3. H.M. frigate Ariadne, Capt. Thomas Pringle, commander, and H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Ceres,
Comdr. James Richard Dacres, commander. See Journal of H.M. frigate Ariadne, Captain Thomas Pringle,
9 and 10 Mar., and Journal of H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Ceres, Commander James Richard Dacres, 9
and 10 Mar. NDAR 11: 575, 596, 596-97.

4. Capt. Elisha Hinman, commander of Continental Navy ship Alfred.

5. H.M. frigate Ariadne.

6. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Ceres.

7. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Ceres.
8. H.M. frigate Ariadne.

PETITION OF ELIAS HASKET DERBY, FRANCIS CABOT, AND JOB PRINCE, JR., TO
MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL

State of Massachusetts Bay
To the Hon’ble the Council of the State aforesaid—
The Petition of Elias Hasket Derby, Francis Cabet, Job Prince j* & others
Humbly Sheweth

That your Petitioners have fitted out the Brig" called the Franklin burthened two
hundred Tons mounting Eighteen Six Pounders and navigated by One hundred
Men—having on board as provisions One hundred and twenty Brls Beef & Pork &
three thousand W" Bread—as ammunition two thousand W* Powder and Shot in
Proportion—
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Officers on Board are as follows
Thomas Connolly Commander
J- Leach 1* Lieut.
J- Sellman 2 D°
Jn° Stevenson Master
Said Brig" is intended to cruise against the Enemies of these United States—

Your Petitioners therefore humbly request your Honors to commission the said
Thomas Connolly as Commander of the Said Brig" for the Purposes above men-
tioned and as in Duty bound shall ever pray— In behalf of the Owners &c

Job Prince jr.
Boston April 181778
In Council April 20% 1778 Read & Ordered That a Commission be issued out to
Tho* Connolly as Commander of the within mentioned Vessel—he complying with
the Resolves of Congress—
Jn° Avery DY Secy
DS, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 168 (Revolution Council Papers, 1777-1778), fols. 264—-64a.

Docketed: “171/Petition of Job Prince &/others for a Commission for/a Privateer with Order/thereon—
/April 20" 1778/D.”

CAPTAIN JOHN LAMB TO NATHANIEL SHAW, JR.

Dear Sir Boston April 20™ 1778

I Did Expect a line from you before this but am disapointed. the Vessel will Be
ready Soon I now have all my water and Provisions in. Shall take in my Guns in the
morning. as their will be no Greate to Do after that Shall take the opertunty to come
up and Settel my affaires (if Possible to Settel them when up) by the norwich own-
ers of the Sloop Trumblé I have been us® as a Villing. but as I can’t make heard money
this matter must be Settel? by Prouveing to you a Suffitent Surty to be Paid in
westindies. I Still [remember] the Ingratitud of Cap* Sestora. when Saving the Ship
Out of the most Greatest Difficulty and never Receiving one Sol for the affaire.? that
he Should behave with So much Uncture is brutal. I Shall be Oblg® to make a Dis-
advantageous Purchase of money hear to Get the brig* to Sea as The cost is much
more than I Expect® Iam Deceiv* from my Expectations of the [ costs of] her outfit
they Am" to much more than I could Expect with Respect

John Lamb

PS as to the bills you mention® I have Out the bill of capt™ Billings*® 30 half Jo**
the other I believe I Left with m* Moore.” I am Extreemly Sorry I wrote on the back
of the company* bill at that time I suppos® 50 P. C* would be making the Interest
Good but find now I was deceiv®..if they are dispos® to do Justice they will but I
doubt

L, CtY, Nathaniel and Thomas Shaw Papers, packet 24, no. 1542. Docketed: “John Lamb/Letter/April
20" 1778—."

1. Massachusetts privateer brigantine Favourite, John Lamb, commander, bonded by William Shattuck,
merchant at Boston, John Lamb, mariner of Norwich, Conn., and Patrick Moore, of Martinique, was com-
missioned on 27 May 1778. M-Ar, Massachusetts Archives Collection, vol. 139, pp. 172, 221.

2. Connecticut privateer sloop Trumbull, Henry Billings, commander, mounting 10 carriage guns, a
crew of 50 seamen, was commissioned on 20 May 1777 and was owned by Andrew and Ebenezer Hunt-
ington, of Norwich. DNA, PCC, item 196, vol. 15, p. 49. On 20 Nov. 1777 Lamb purchased a one eighth
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share in the privateer on account of Nathaniel Shaw, Jr. See NDAR 10: 554-55.

3. Lamb appears to be referring to damage sustained by the privateer Trumbullin the West Indies in
Nov. and Dec. 1777, causing her to be sold as a wreck at Martinique. See NDAR 10: 829, 830. A sol is an
old French copper coin equal to 12 deniers or 1/20 of a livre.

4. Massachusetts privateer brigantine Favourite.

5. Capt. Henry Billings, commander of privateer Trumbull.

6. A Portuguese gold coin, or a “half Johannes,” equivalent in Apr. 1778 to eighteen Continental dol-
lars.

7. Patrick Moore, of Martinique, who had been part-owner of Connecticut privateer sloop Trumbull.
See NDAR 10: 554-55.

LIEUTENANT’S JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE MAIDSTONE, CAPTAIN ALAN GARDNER

April 1778 D° [Nantucket Shoals] West Dist 35 Leagues

Monday 20" Fresh Gales & Cloudy PM Chaced fired at & br* too a Rebel Pri-
vateer Sloop of 8 Guns & 39 Men,' took the Prisoners out, & sent a
Mid™ & 8 Men onboard her,?

D, UKLNMM, ADM/L/M/27. Journal kept by Lt. George Countess, second lieutenant of H.M. frigate

Maidstone.

1. Rhode Island privateer sloop Greenwich, Joseph Gardner, commander, owned by Jacob Greene and
others, bound for New Bedford, taken in Lat. 40°.22 and Long. 67°.02 , sent into Rhode Island. Howe’s
Prize List, 30 Oct. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 485-86; or more on the cruise of Rhode Island privateer

sloop Greenwich, see NDAR 10: 567; 11, 496.
2. On 22 Apr. the Journal notes the privateer sailed for Rhode Island. UKLNMM, ADM L/M/27.

THE NEW-YORK GAZETTE AND THE WEEKLY MERCURY, MONDAY, APRIL 20, 1778

NEW-YORK, April 20.

On Monday last was sent in here the Sloop Pennsylvania Farmer, Benjamin Allen,
Master, of and from Baltimore, in Maryland, bound for Coracoa,' loaded with 108
Hogsheads of Tobacco, and 200 Barrels of Flour and Ship Bread; taken by the Letter
of Marque Loyal Subject, Capt. Andrew Sym; she mounts 4 carriage Guns and 6
Swivels, and had 15 Men on board.

Advice was received from the Leeward, that on the Ist inst. the Seaford, Capt.
Colpoys, took a Rebel Privateer Ship of 16 Guns, called the Hammond, after chasing
her into a Bay in Martinique, where there was a small Fort, called the Fonoko Porte,
which fired upon the Seaford, Capt. Colpoys returned the Compliment and sent a
Party of his Marines and Sailors on shore, who spiked up the Guns of the Fort, dis-
mounted them and broke the Carriages.?

On the 26th of February, arrived at Carlisle-Bay his Majesty’s ship Fly, Captain
Garnier,® with the Prize Sloop Polly, Eleany Cobb, Master, belonging to New-London,
and bound for Guadaloupe, with Horses and Provisions, which she took off Deseada*
about a Fortnight before.

1. That is, Curacao, Dutch West Indies.

2. This is a much exaggerated version of an incident that took place on 28 February 1778 involving
H.M. frigate Seaford, Capt. John Colpoys, commander; Massachusetts privateer brigantine Hampden, John
Bartlett, commander; and Fort Royal, a French fort on Martinique. See Journal of H.M. frigate Seaford,
Captain John Colpoys, 28 Feb. 1778, and Capitaine de Vaisseau Charles Picot, Chevalier de Dampierre to
Gabriel de Sartine, 9 Mar. 1778, NDAR11: 471, 571-73.

3. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Iy, Comdr. Edward Garner, commander. Carlisle Bay was in Barbados.
4. Presumably, La Désirade, Guadeloupe.
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM NEW YORK, APRIL 20.

“His Majesty’s ships Perseus, Carysfort, and Lizard,' have taken and destroyed 35
prizes on the coast of Carolina and Florida, several of them armed vessels from
France and the West Indies, laden with cloathing, ammunition, and salt. The Galatea®
has sent eight prizes into Augustine; the Greyhound and the George Privateer, with the
Active,® have sent in twelve.”

Williamson’s Liverpool Advertiser and Mercantile Chronicle, 12 June 1778.

1. H.M. frigate Perseus, Capt. George Keith Elphinstone, commander; H.M. frigate Carysfort, Capt.
Robert Fanshawe, commander; H.M. frigate Lizard, Capt. Thomas Mackenzie, commander.

2. H.M. frigate Galatea, Capt. Thomas Jordan, commander.

3. H.M. frigate Greyhound, Capt. Archibald Dickson, commander; British letter of marque ship George,
James Askew, commander; Guernsey privateer schooner Active, Peter Agnew, commander.

GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON TO COLONEL JOSEPH KIRKBRIDE, PENNSYLVANIA MILITIA

[Extract]
Head Quarters [ Valley Forge, Pa.]
Sir 20" April 1778.
... T have already given my opinion on the subject of dismantling the Galleys,'
in concurrence with the Sentiments of Governor Livingston and Commodore Hazel-
wood?— it is understood that those Galleys only are to be dismantled that are desti-

tute of crews— . . .
Df, DLC, George Washington Papers, Series 4. Addressed at foot of last page of text: “Joseph Kirkbride
Esq"/Lieutenant of the County of Bucks.” Addressed on a separate sheet: “Joseph Kirkbride Esq"/Lieu-
tenant of the County/of Bucks/Belle vue.” Docketed: “Copy to J. Kirkbride/Esq'/Lieu' of the C¥ of
Bucks/20™ April 1778.” Joseph Kirkbride was a Bucks County, Pa., justice of the peace and a delegate
from the county to the Pennsylvania General Assembly. In 1775 he was chosen colonel of the First Regi-
ment of Bucks County militia and in 1777 he was named county lieutenant.
1. See Gen. George Washington to the Pennsylvania Navy Board, 15 Mar. 1778. NDAR 11: 647-48.
2. Gov. William Livingston of New Jersey and Commo. John Hazelwood of the Pennsylvania Navy.

CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO GOVERNOR JONATHAN TRUMBULL OF
CONNECTICUT

Sir [ York, Pa.] April 20" 1778
We have the honor of acknowledging your Letter of the 2¢ ins* and very un-
happy in not being able to comply with the request of your Excellency and your
Council of Safety. The gallant conduct of Captain Harding intitles him to notice;
but when you Sir, and your Council of Safety consider that by the destruction and
Capture of Several of our frigates their Captains are thrown out of actual Service,
you will easily perceive that it would be doing not only injustice to those officers
some of whom at least are very valuable, but to the Continent to pass by them, and
appoint to the command of the frigate at Norwich any Gentleman who hath not
had a Command in the Continental Navy let his merit be ever so great. It would
particularly disapoint the expectations of Captain Hinman' who hath wrote to us
on the subject should we honor Captain Harding with the Command of that frigate.
Indeed it is not with us to appoint it is our it is our duty only to nominate and rec-
ommend. We beg leave to answer the last paragraph in your Excellencys letter to
observe, that it is not the practice of States to recommend Navy Officers, and that
Captain Saltonstal® was nominated to Congress by the Marine Committee in conse-



152 AMERICAN THEATER

quence of recommendations from the Delegates of your States.” We are with great
respect [&c.]
LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fol. 142 (M332, roll 6). Addressed before opening: “His
Excellency Governor Trumbull.”

1. Capt. Elisha Hinman, Continental Navy.

2. Capt. Dudley Saltonstall, Continental Navy.

3. Despite what the committee wrote here, on 25 September 1778 Congress appointed Seth Harding
to be captain of the “frigate at Norwich,” which was later named Confederacy. JCC12: 951.

THOMAS BLOODWORTH TO GOVERNOR RICHARD CASWELL OF NORTH CAROLINA

Sir, Wilmington Ap" 20™ 1778.
Inclosed I send your Excellency the Deposition of Cap" John Adams & others
brought to me by Major Dunbibin who took them out of a Prize (taken by the Enemy
and bound to S*' Augustine) that was drove a Shore about seven Miles from this Town,
there being no Gaol in this County I have ordered them on board the Brig* of War
(Washington) ' till your Excellency will please to communicate some further instruc-
tions Respecting them, whether being forced into the British Service, they may be
considered & treated as prisoners of War agreeable to Resolve of Congress, or oth-
erwise may be permitted to enter on Board the Washington as Subjects to the United
States (of which they affect a great desire) on proviso they take the State Oath agree-
able to Law, In the cases above mentiond your Excell’ will be able to Judge by Read-
ing the depositions, and shall wait your Instructions.—* I am with due Respect.—
[&c.]
Tho* Bloodworth

[Enclosure]
State of North Carolina}
New Hanover County.

Before me Tho* Bloodworth— one of the Justices for the County aforesaid per-
sonally appeared John Adams who made Oath on the Holy Evangelists of Almighty
God and sayeth—

That he was at S Eustatia in February 1777 and there took a Passage in the
Sloop called Heart of Cedar commanded by Richard Minors which was going from
that place to Cha* Town S° Carolina—and arrived at that place in a passage of
Twenty Eight days, and left the vessell in a few days and entered as Mate on board
a Schooner commanded by Cap" Wyat belonging to Mess™ Gillion & Mays® of that
place bound on a Voyage to S" Eustatia and fell in with S* Thomas’s and was taken
by a Tartola privateer sloop called the Rose, commanded by John Adams of Liver-
pool and was carried into Tartola and remained there four Weeks, and being much
in distress was obliged to commence mate of a brig™ bound for Liverpoole Com-
manded by John Canning of that place, after my arrival there had several offers of
employ, did not take up with any of them but went passenger on board of a ship
bound for Tartola James Lee master after my arrival quited said Vessell and ship’d
mate of a Sloop belonging to S' A Croix when I arrived there was offered the com-
mand of a Schooner belong® to Nathaniel Cruger of that place loaded with Salt
and bound for Edenton in North Carolina which offer I accepted of and sailed as
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master of the said Schooner called the Favourite, on the 28" December last, and
was taken by the Ship Galatea commanded by Thomas Jordan on the 8" January*
and was detained as prisoner on board said Vessell one Month & a half and then
sent to Augustine and from the Misconduct of the Master of the Prize going to Au-
gustine the Hinchinbrook® took Charge of her at which time I was Robbed of my
Clothes &c I was put on Shore a few days after my arrival at Augustine I took
Lodgings at a Tavern and not having money enough to Satisfy my Landlord was
then obliged to take up with the offer of Cap" Osborne who Commands the Ranger®
to ship with him as a Prize Master on proviso he would pay what I was then in-
debted— That he saild with said Osborne from Augustine on a Cruize the 16
March last and the third day after sailing we Took a Schooner belonging to Georgia
loaded with Rice & Indigo bound for S* A Croix commanded by a Cap" Forster
After which we proceeded to Occacock and on the passage came Across a Small
Sloop commanded by Cap' Savory with some Salt on board she being of little Value
stript her of the Sails & Scuttled her— Took the pilot on board at Occacock who
promised to Conduct us in and out we then went over the bar & dropt Anchor
between a Ship & a Brig* laying in that harbour we Mann’d the Pilot Boat & our
own and went on board y* ship and took possession of her and hoisted out 19 Hdds
of Tobbacco and left her— And then went on board the Brig* & Took Possession
of her and Cargoe and carried them out of the Harbour at that time there was
coming in a Mudian’ Sloop loaded with Salt which the Sloop boarded and took
which two Vessels was sent to Augustine—® We the next day came of[f] Beaufort
and took a Schooner loaded with Tobbacco &c which this deponent had the Com-
mand of and was proceeding to Augustine with her And the Wind blowing hard
all day on Saturday the 11 of this Instant and great part of the night I being below
about 12 OClock was Called up by one of the men and was told I was on shore &
Verily Believe from the Misconduct of the Sailors that the Vessell got on shore, And
further Sayeth not.—
John Adams
Taken & sworn to
this 18" Ap" 1778
Before me—
Tho" Bloodworth.

L, Nc-Ar, Governor’s Papers, State Series 111, Richard Caswell, 3, 1778, Apr. 20-Oct. 17, G.P. 3, p. 1.
Addressed below signature: “To/His Excell*/R® Caswell Esq".” On a separate sheet is the note: “En-
closures: 1778, Apr 78 deposition of John Adams./Peter Geroe/John Joseph.” Docketed “Letter from
Thomas/Bloodworth/20" April 1778.” As indicated in the notation, Bloodworth enclosed depositions
from John Joseph, a Portuguese sailor, and Peter Geroe, a French sailor, both of whom swore, like
Adams, that they had been captured, taken to St. Augustine, and forced to serve on Ranger.

1. Virginia Navy galley Washington, Capt. John Forster, commander.

2. Caswell’s reply has not been found, but Adams was still in jail when he petitioned Caswell and the
North Carolina Executive Council on 30 June 1778. NCSR 13: 454.

3. Schooner Splatt, Jacob Wyatt, master, and owned by Charleston merchants Alexander Gillon and
Florian Charles Mey.

4. In his journal entry of 8 Jan., Capt. Thomas Jordan of H.M. frigate Galatea lists Samuel Smith as
master of the schooner Favorite. NDAR 11: 68.

5. H.M. armed brig Hinchinbrook, Lt. Alexander Ellis, then commander.

6. East Florida privateer sloop Ranger, George Osborne, commander.

7. That is, Bermudian.
8. For another account of this episode, see The North-Carolina Gazette, 10 Apr., above.
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MINUTES OF THE NORTH CAROLINA SENATE

[Extract]

[New Bern, Monday, 20, April 1778.]
Received from the Commons the follows Message
M" Speaker & Gentlemen of the Senate—

We herewith send for your concurrence the Report of the joint Committee ap-
pointed to consider the Dispatches Letters &c laid before the Assembly by His Ex-
cellency the Governor!

concurred with by this House with the alterations thereto annexed—

Jn° Williams, S. C.2

At the same time Received the Report referred to in the above Message which
is as follows—

Report of the joint committee appointed to consider the Dispatches Letters &c
laid before the Assembly by His Excellency the Governor

The Committee having considered the matters to them referred, came to the
following Resolutions—

1 Resolved that it is expedient to sink the old money?® & that a Bill be brought in for
that purpose—
29 Whereas the Terms agreed upon between the Commissioners of this State and
the Assembly of Virginia,* respecting a naval Armament to be kept up for the Defence
of Ocacock, have not been complied with by this State insomuch that the Frigates
which were stipulated by the said Commissioners to act on the part thereof in concert
with two Row Gallies to be built by the commonWealth of Virginia, have been sold,
or otherwise employed; and whereas, the Protection of Ocacock is essentially neces-
sary to the Trade of this State
Resolved therefore that this State will take one of the said Gallies, to wit the Caswell,
at the original Cost thereof and pay and victual the Officers & Men thereto belonging
from this Date forward, & that the pay of the said Officers & Men shall be as follows
vizt. For the Commander p* Day 3 Dollars & !4, Lieutenant 2 Dollars & '4 Master 2
Doll* Doctor 2 Dollars & % Captain of Marines 2 Dollars & ' Lieutenant of Marines
2 Dollars, Masters Mates 1 Dollar & % Midshipman 1 Dollar & % Boatswain 1 Dollar
& %% Common Sailors 35 Dollars per month— Resolved also that a small fast sailing
Vessel ought to be purchased and fitted as Soon as fast possible to act as a Tender to
the Caswell
D, Nc-Ar, Colonial and State Records.

1. Gov. Richard Caswell.

2. That is, Senate Clerk.

3. By sinking the money, it meant allowing it to depreciate in value.

4. For more on this agreement, see Journal of the North Carolina Senate, 26 Apr. 1777. NDAR 8: 446.

5. For more on the purchase of a tender to serve Caswell, see Caswell to Capt. Willis Wilson, 26 May,
below, and Capt. John Easton to Caswell, 29 June, Nc-Ar, Executive Letter Book, p. 494.

SOUTH CAROLINA NAVY BOARD TO CAPTAIN PHILIP SULLIVAN

Capt™ Philip Sullivan
Sir/

You’ll please Order a Num/[ber] of Men from on board the Gen' Moultrie to assist
in Landing her Guns out of the Schooner! and have all the powder, and Gunners
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Stores Landed & delivered to the proper Officers appointed to Receive them—? I
am [&c.]
Monday 20" April 1778— Edward Blake first Commiss".

Salley, ed., South Carolina Navy Board, pp. 149-50.

1. Presumably, South Carolina Navy armed schooner Rattle Snake, Capt. James Woodhouse, com-
mander.

2. On 23 Apr. the board ordered Sullivan to unload the remaining stores on board General Moultrie
belonging to South Carolina and to have his warrant officers submit “proper Return of all the Stores ex-
pended.” The board sent similar instructions to Capt. Charles Morgan of the brigantine Fair American.
Ibid., p. 150.

CAPTAIN TIMOTHY PARKER, CONNECTICUT NAVY, TO GOVERNOR JONATHAN TRUMBULL
OF CONNECTICUT

Oliver Cromwell 20™ april 1778 Latt? 20°. Long® 50 W.
May it please your Excellency
Should the Ship Admiral Kepple' come Safe to port, M" John Tilinghast my third Lieu®
whom I have putin command of her, will give a more particular Account of the Value
of both Ships and their Cargoes than I at Present have time to do— On wednesday
the 15th Instant about 10 in the Morning fell in [with] the Ships Adm! Kepple and
Cyrus® from Bristol for Jamaica—both Letters of Marque & Mounting 18 excellent 6
pounders Each—The Kepple made a verry warlike appearance and was the best mand
Ship by Some considerable odds— I run close along Side of her in the Cromwell re-
ceving the first fire at Some Distance but did not return it till I came close on board—
She gave me a warm reception for about three glasses, when she thought proper to
Strike I unfortunately had one man killed outright M* James Day my Captain of
Marines mortally wounded—since dead I have two others with their thighs broke
which I fear will not Recover—three more wounded, one thro the arm, one thro the
leg, the other in the Shoulder, like to do well— The Courage and Bravery of my raw
Undisiplin’d men Cannot fail of Doing honour to their Country— The merit of my
Officers must be Conspicuous to Every Deserving man in keeping Such unExperi-
enced young boys as many of them were, to their Quarters, with out the Show of fear
or noise of Confution, thro whole Short the warm Action— M* Peas?® the Lieu' of the
Defence comes in the Cyrus— Captain Smedley has been unfortunate in a leaky Ship
Likewise in having Smallpox on board by which means his Ship is much weakend I
think have been always Ready to Render him any Services in my power— there is a
great harmony Subsisting Between us and I think we have been mutually Serviceable
to Each other— All the Invo[i]ces that could be procurd from on board the Adm!
Kepple have Inclosd to Cap' Jabez Perkins—* have Sent your Excelency a packett of
late news papers with A printed Bill with its Amendments to Enable his Majesty to
send Comissioners to America—? all which I hope will come Safe to hand— Shall
Cruize a little longer in these Latitudes and then proceed According to Orders &c—
Should my Conduct hitherto and for the future meet with the approbation of your
Excelencey and the Publick Tis the Only and highest Reward I am Seeking I am
Sir [&c.]
Tim’ Parker

L, Ct, Connecticut Archives, 1st Series, vol. 9, p. 249a-b. Addressed below close: “His Excellency Gov*

Trumbull.” Parker sent this more detailed letter to Trumbull by Lt. John Tillinghast, prize master of snow
Admiral Keppel.
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1. British letter of marque snow Admiral Keppel, Abraham Brown, commander.

2. British letter of marque ship Cyrus, Christopher Deake, commander.

3. Lt. Joseph Pease, prize master of ship Cyrus.

4. Jabez Perkins was the prize agent for Connecticut Navy ship Oliver Cromwell.

5. The Commission for Quieting the Disorders in America, known as the Carlisle Commission.

CAPTAIN TIMOTHY PARKER, CONNECTICUT NAVY, TO GOVERNOR JONATHAN TRUMBULL
OF CONNECTICUT

Oliver Cromwell 20th april 1778
Latt® 20 [N] Long® 50 [W]
May it Please your Excelencey
In the Ship Cyrus comes Leu' Peas' of the Defence as Prise Master— M" Peas will Inform
of our Falling in with and Taking the two Ships Adml. Kepple and Cyrus.® and of the
Contents of their Cargoes in a more particular maner than its in my power to do at
present— have wrote by Leu' Tilinghast* Comander of the Kepple more fully. of the
loss I Sustaind in men— I Reciv’d Some Damage in the hull and Riging— had four
Shot Betwen wind and water through the Side had Several Shroud Shot in two. to-
geather with Braces Bowling® and other Runing ropes. Sails a little tater’d &c I take
them both to be Valuable Ship[s] and hope theye both come Safe to port— I am Sir
[&c.]
Tim’ Parker
L, Ct, Connecticut Archives, 1st Series, vol. 9, p. 251. Docketed: “20™ April 1778 Lat 20°. Long 50—/Cap*"
Timothy Parker.”
1. Lt. Joseph Pease, Connecticut Navy.
2. British letter of marque snow Admiral Keppel, Abraham Brown, commander.
3. British letter of marque ship Cyrus, Christopher Deake, commander.
4. Lt. John Tillinghast, third lieutenant of Connecticut Navy ship Oliver Cromwell and prize master of

Admiral Keppel.
5. That is, bowline.

CAPTAIN TIMOTHY PARKER, CONNECTICUT NAVY, TO GOVERNOR JONATHAN TRUMBULL
OF CONNECTICUT

Oliver Cromwell [ at Sea] 20" Ap" 1778
May it please your Excellency
The Fortune of War has thrown M" Henry Shirley with his Lady and family into my
hands, he having taken passage in the Admiral Keppel, Cap* Brown' from Bristol to
Jamaica to Settle the affairs of his Estate in that Island.—
M Shirley appears to be a Man of Amiable Character [ and] was formerly Ambassador
from the Court of Great Britain to that of Russia.—
I have two Letters from M" Shirley, one address’d to Lord Howe? and another to Sir
Peter Parker®—the other to His Excellency Lord M“Cartney* Governor of Grenada,
which in case I should by the Fortune of War fall into the hands of the Enemy, I have
no doubt but they would be of infinite Service to me— When I see and consider the
anxiety of mind of that poor M™ Shirley and her young daughter as considering
themselves in the hands of their Enemies Suffer—I think their case truly pityable.—
Your Excellencys Well known Character of Humanity and generosity leaves no doubt
on my mind of his being treated with the Respect due to his Character, and that your
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Excellency will render him every Service in your power.— Your Excellencys most
Obed" Humble Servant
Tim" Parker
L, Ct, Connecticut Archives, 1st Series, vol. 9, p. 252.
1. Capt. Abraham Brown.
2. Vice Adm. Viscount Howe, commanding the North America Station.

3. Rear Adm. Sir Peter Parker, commanding the Jamaica Station.
4. George, Lord Macartney, governor of Grenada, The Grenadines and Tobago.

CAPTAIN SAMUEL SMEDLEY, CONNECTICUT NAVY, TO GOVERNOR JONATHAN TRUMBULL
OF CONNECTICUT

Ship Defence at Sea
[In Lat. 19°: 30" N, Long. 49° W]' 20" April 1778
Sir
Amidst the Greatest of Troubles and Difficultys of this World I find their is at
times some Pleasure I Shall Indeavour in the first Place to give your Excellency a
Short Detail of the former and Conclude With the Pleasing Circumstance of the Lat-
ter— On my first Weighing Anchor in Boston harber I found a man on board With
the Small Pox and to Prevent its Spreading I thought Proper to Send him a Shore in
the Pilot boat but to my sorrow it had Not the Desired affect for on 13" Day from
Boston I had Six break out With the Same Disorder two of Which is Since Ded my
Chief Carpentor? and a Petty Officer belonging to Cape- Cod I held a Councel ov
[of] the Officers and as we had upwards of fifty on board Which Never had it I thought
Proper to Inoculate them all  According it Was Done and are in a fare way to do
Well but as it happen’d they Ware taken Down With—he at a Time when they Ware
most Wanted for on Tuesday 13™ at Night we brought too a french Ship from france
bound to the Cape® which give us an Acc* of their Parting with with two Large Ships
from Bristol bound to Jamaica that Same Day mounting twenty and Eighteen Guns
Each we Immediately Drove on the Course We thought best to fall in With them—
and accordingly the Next Day in the morning Discoverd them we Soon was a Long
Side and A Warm Combat Insued Which Lasted for three Glasses When they Struck
Cap" Parker* Engag? the Warmest Ship® Which to his honour be it Spoken Behave’d
with that Conduct which Would have Done honour to the Greatest Admiral In Eu-
rope—and I have the Pleasure to inform your Excellency that Ever Since Our Ac-
quaintance there has been the Greatest Union Between us and in my Distressed
Situation Given me much Assistance— Considering the warm Reception my Antago-
nist Gave me—Come of[ f] much better then one Could Expected all tho. Hull and
Riging of my Ship was much Damaged we had but two men Wounded Which am in
hopes will Do well— I must Conclude by Wishing them both Safe in and for further
Perticu[lars] Shall Refare to the Officers On board I am your Excellencys [&c.]
Samuel Smedley
N B: my Ship Ever Since I have been Out has been very leakey therefore Shall be
Oblig® to go in Some Port Soon— the Ships Ware the Admiral Keppell mounting eight-
een Six Pounders & 47 Men the other the Cyrus Sixteen Ditt> 36 Men two Letters
of Marque—

L, Ct, Connecticut Archives, st Series, vol. 9, pp. 250a—d. Addressed on cover: “His Excellency Jont™
Trumbull Esq"/Govn®, State Connecticut/Lebanon.” Docketed: “Cap" Sam" Smedley/de, Capture of
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Ships, Cyrus/and Admiral Keppel/rec® 27" May—.” Notation on cover: “ § Admiral/ Keppell—.” On 20 Apr.
Smedley wrote a similar letter to Trumbull by the prize ship Cyrus, Lt. Joseph Pease, prize master. L, Ct,
Connecticut Archives, 1st Series, vol. 9, p. 248.

1. These bearings are taken from Smedley’s letter to Gov. Jonathan Trumbull, 20 Apr., by prize ship
Cyrus. Ct, Connecticut Archives, 1st Series, vol. 9, p. 248a-b.

2. Possibly Jonathan Darrow, carpenter on Defence during her last cruise in 1777.

3. Cap Francois, Saint-Domingue.

4. Capt. Timothy Parker, commanding Connecticut Navy ship Oliver Cromwell.

5. British letter of marque snow Admiral Keppel, Abraham Brown, commander.

JOURNAL OF TIMOTHY BOARDMAN, CARPENTER’S MATE OF
CONNECTICUT NAVY SHIP OLIVER CROMWELL

[at sea in Lat. 19°..30 " N, Long. 50" W]!
[April 1778] 20th Imploy? in taking things out of the Prise?Viz. One Chist of Hol-
land® a Quantity of Hatts & Shoes Cheeses Porter & Some Crockery Ware Small Arms
Pistols Hangers® two Brass Barrel Blunderbusses a Quantity of Riggen & C.
Log-Book of Timothy Boardman, p. 53.
1. The bearing is taken from Capt. Timothy Parker to Gov. Jonathan Trumbull, 20 Apr., above.
2. British letter of marque snow Admiral Keppel.

3. A cotton or linen fabric in plain weave usually heavily sized and glazed.
4. A small sword used by mariners in the eighteenth century.

April 21
MAJOR GENERAL EYRE MASSEY TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN
[Extract]
My Lord, Halifax 215 April 1778

As I have had no opportunity of writing to your Lordship since 25" January, I
now take the advantage of a Provision Ship belonging to the Navy, to inform your
Lordship, that I have detached Lieutenant Colonel Hierlihy' with as many of the
new raised Independent Companies as he could muster, to protect the Colliery,
boats, tools and implements at Spanish River, belonging to His Majesty; left there
under the care of the Barrack Master of Louisburgh.

Having received information yesterday, of two Rebel Pirates? proceeding to de-
stroy every thing and fire the Works at that place, the Naval Commander having been
lately changed,? I cannot say too much of Captain Fieldings alertness, who now com-
mands that Department, in assisting me for that Service; so much so, that in twenty
four hours, they set off for the support of that place, which may be of so much im-
portance, to the further supply of the British Army, and I am certain will be there
[¢n] time enough to prevent the mischief intended.

I think this the more necessary to report to your Lordship, as Sir Henry Clinton,
sent these Companies under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Hierlihy to be for-
warded to the Island of Saint John’s:* and to be under my Command: they were de-
tained here on account of the frost: and I thought I could not employ them upon a
better service: their Sick are left behind here, and I will report it to Sir Henry Clinton
who commands at York,” as they are so far on their way to the Island of Saint John’s,
to receive his further Orders.
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I yesterday had a Report from Major of Brigade Studholme® at the River Saint
John’s, where he said all was well, which Post I am determined to support, as I think
it of the utmost consequence.

Every thing here goes on to my wish, since the pleasing change has been made,
in the Command of the Navy. I blush for what has happened, and I will now take upon
me to say, that no Superior of mine shall ever hear, that all points for the good of His
Majesty’s Service, are not carried on here, with spirit and vigour. I am My Lord, [&c.]

Eyre Massey Ma Gen'

L, UKLPR, C.O. 217/54, fols. 72-73.

1. Lt. Col. Timothy Hierlyhy, commanding Hierlyhy’s Corps of Provincial Troops.

2. That is, Massachusetts privateers.

3. Capt. Charles Feilding, commanding H.M. frigate Diamond, had superceded Capt. Sir George Col-
lier as commander of the Halifax squadron.

4. Now, Prince Edward 1.

5. That is, New York City.

6. Maj. Gilfred Studholme.

ACTS AND RESOLVES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL COURT

[ Boston] Tuesday April 21 1778
In the House of Representatives. Resolved, that the Board of War be and they hereby
are Directed, immediately to employ some suitable person or persons, to build for
the service of this State, One Ship to mount Twenty Guns on one Deck,' taking es-
pecial Care to procure the most approved plan from some able Shipwright, or other
Person, well acquainted with such Business;? and to have the said Ship compleated
and fixed for Sea as soon as may be, giving timely notice to this Court, that they may
appoint some suitable person seasonably to take the Command of her.
In Council Read and Concurred.
Consented to by Fifteen of the Council.
LB, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 38 (Massachusetts General Court Records, 1777-1778), p. 469.
1. This frigate was named Protectorin 1779.
2. The Board of War chose Mr. Stephen Cross & Co. to begin collecting timber and plank for the
frigate. See Minutes of the Board of War, 23 Apr., below. On 9 July the Board of War asked Stephen and

Ralph Cross and Jonathan Greenleaf, shipbuilders at Newburyport, to supply them with drafts for Conti-
nental Navy frigate Boston for their consideration.

JosiAH WATERS TO NATHANIEL SHAW, JR.

[Extract]

Dear Sir Boston 21 April 1778
... On Saturday last I paid Cap' Allons' draft on me for 219.8/ .- in favor of D

Tillinghast;? have also attended to the other matters of which he wrote, to him refer

you as I shall write him by this conveyance—

I have this day been able to procure for you some Cart Boxes,” and as they were
hard to be obtaind & I supposed much wanted, I have purchased 12 Setts, which
shall forward to Norwich, with Sundry Articles for the Putnam—*

Permit me to congratulate you On the Agreeable tidings from France—the sum
of which you have in the Paper of Yesterday— I am Sir [&c.]

Josi Waters
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PS. Cap' Lamb’s Brig' is
just ready for Sea® She
is very much admired.
L, CtY, Nathaniel and Thomas Shaw Papers, packet 24, no. 1573. Addressed on cover: “Nathaniel Shaw
Jun®Esq./Merchant/New London.” Docketed: “Josiah Waters/Letter/April 21% 1778.”
1. Thomas Allon, commander of Connecticut privateer ship General Putnam.
2. Dr. Henry Hendren Tillinghast of Providence, R.I.
3. That is, cartouche boxes.

4. Connecticut privateer ship General Putnam.
5. Massachusetts privateer brigantine Favourite, John Lamb, commander.

RESOLVE OF THE RHODE ISLAND COUNCIL OF WAR

State of Rhode Island In Council of War.
and Providence Plantations. April 21+ 1778.

Whereas this Council have been advised by Elias Boudinot Esq* Commissary
General of Prisoners that he hath Negotiated the Exchange of Cap" Manley' late of
the Hancock Frigate for Cap" Furneaux?® late of the Syren, and requested that said
Cap" Furneaux might be sent to Newport as soon as possible.® It is therefore Voted
and Resolved that Daniel Mowry junr. Esqr; be and he is hereby directed to convey
the said Cap" Furneaux by the Country Road to Warwick Neck and deliver him to
the Commanding Officer at that Post, who is hereby requested to convey him on
board the British Frigate* lying in the Narragansett Passage.
D, RHi, Rhode Island Historical Society Manuscripts Collection, vol. 12, p. 101, no. 1287.

1. Capt. John Manley, Continental Navy, had been captured in July, 1777. See NDAR, vol. 10: 269-73.

2. Capt. Tobias Furneaux, R.N. On his capture in November 1777, see vol. 11: 428.

3. For more on Manley’s exchange, see Continental Marine Committee to the Continental Navy
Board of the Eastern Department, 9 May, below. Furneaux arrived at Newport on 25 Apr. Mackenzie, Diary

1: 271.
4. H.M. frigate Juno.

JOURNAL OF THE CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF SAFETY

[Lebanon, Conn.]
At a meeting of the Governor and Council of Safety, April 21st, 1778.

Voted, To draw on the Pay-Table for the sum of six thousand pounds, L. money,
in favour of Samll Elliot jun® Esq" agent to this State at Boston, to be in account of
business transacted by him for this State in the naval department.

Order drawn and d* to Mr. Elliot himself, April 21%, 1778.

Voted, That Mr. Sam" Elliot jun', agent to this State in Boston, be and he is desired
to prepare his accounts and lay them before this Board for settlement at Hartford at
some time during the session of Assembly in May next, if the same can be conve-
niently done.

Voted, That Sam" Elliot jun’, Esq’, be and he is hereby directed to sell the guns,
tallow, fat and bad bread in his hands belonging to this State, to the best advantage
he can for the benefit of this State, and render his account thereof as soon as may
be. Also, that the said Mr. Elliot be and he is hereby instructed to act his discretion
for securing the stores in the State of the Massachusetts Bay belonging to this State,
in such manner from time to time as he shall judge prudent, that they may not fall
into the hands of the enemy.
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Voted, To draw on Capt. Samuel Squire, commissary, for four tons of flour, in
favor of Samuel Elliot jun', Esq’, that he may replace the same where borrowed by
him for the use of this State.

Order d* to Mr. Elliot April 21¥, 1778.

Voted, That Capts. Niles' and Smith? do immediately refit the Dolphin® and Spy,*
lately under their respective commands.

Voted and Resolved, That Capt. Robert Niles be and he is hereby appointed to the
command of the sloop Dolphin, and that he do immediately refit and prepare her
for the sea in a suitable manner and engage sea-men necessary to man her for a mer-
chant voyage to the West Indies and in order to take in such loading as may be pre-
pared therefor.

Voted and resolved, That Capt. Zebadiah Smith do immediately refit and prepare
for the sea the schooner Spy in a suitable manner and engage sea-men necessary to
man her for a voyage to the West Indies, and in order to take in such loading as may
be prepared for that purpose, and to apply to Capt. Jabez Perkins for money and ad-
vice in the business.

Voted and resolved, That Capt. Jabez Perkins be and he is hereby appointed to
procure and have ready a suitable quantity of staves and hoops to load said vessells
Dolphin and Spy, for a voyage to the West Indies, and that he also collect all the hog’s
lard that belongs to this State in the care of Col. Champion® and others, to be dis-
posed of as he shall be ordered, and to attend to such further directions as he shall
receive from this board.

Hoadly, ed., Public Records of the State of Connecticut 1: 581-82.
1. Capt. Robert Niles, Connecticut Navy.

2. Capt. Zebediah Smith, Connecticut Navy.
3. For details of sloop Dolphin’s last voyage to the West Indies, see NDAR 11: 436 and n, 533, 660 and

4. For more on schooner Spy’s recent movements, see NDAR 11: 7738.
5. Col. Henry Champion, Sr., sole purchaser of livestock for the Continental Army in the Eastern De-
partment.

JOURNAL OF RHODE ISLAND NAVY SCHOONER-RIGGED ARMED GALLEY SPITFIRE,
CAPTAIN JOSEPH CRANDALL

April 1778 Remarks at Tiverton [R.1.]

Teusday 21*  This 24 Hours, Clear weather wind at WNW  Rec? on Board 1 Bar-
rell Tar, 1 ditto Flour 1 Cask Bread, (Some bad) &' Sugar 7"
Coffee 20™ Match Rope, Borrowed of M Commissary Child, 22"
Salt pork

D, UKLPR, H.C.A. 32/455/1.
1. A symbol for hundredweight.

WILLIAM SMITH TO JOSHUA HUNTINGTON

Dear Sir Fishkill [ N.Y.] April 21+ 1778.
the twelve Tons of refined Iron I contracted with the Hon’ble Navy Board to de-
liver at Norwich,' has bin laying by this Month owing to the scarceness of Forage,
that the Team’s cannot Traviel. I have now a Prospect of Sending the Iron on very
soon. this may inform you that the Team’s will want Money to pay them of[f] on their
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arrival, agreeable to the Hon’ble Board’s Order. should have sent it sooner, but have
meet with the utmost difficulty to procure Team’s. I am, with respect [&c.]
WM. SMITH
Contractor to Con’t Navy.

Connecticut Historical Society Collections 20: 88.
1. This iron was for the Continental Navy frigate Confederacy, building at Norwich, Conn.

THE CoNNECTICUT JOURNAL (NEW HAVEN), TUESDAY, APRIL 21, 1778

NEW-HAVEN, April 21.

On the 11th instant, were taken from Stony Brook Harbour, on Long-Island by
two Whale Boats, mann’d with 13 Continental Troops, a Sloop and Schooner, loaded
chiefly with Wood; the Schooner is about 60 Tons and arm’d with 4 Swivels; the Sloop
about 40 Tons; both are arrived in safe Ports, with four Prisoners.

Last Week some persons from Guilford, landed on Long- Island, and took from
thence six prisoners, viz. Two masters of vessels, three seamen, and a certain noted
Tory Captain, named Fairbanks,' who is sent to Norwich goal; the other five are sent
to Newport, to be exchang’d.

Captains Manly? and Waterus,® who had been for some months prisoners in New
York, and were lately exchang’d last Week, passed through this place, on their way
home.

1. Probably, Capt. Phineas Fairbank, an officer in the King’s American Regiment. King’s American
Regiment Permission to Pass, by Edmund Fanning, 30 Mar. 1777. UKLPR, Audit Office 13/42, fol. 267.

2. Capt. John Manley, Continental Navy.

3. Capt. Daniel Waters, Continental Navy.

CAPTAIN ANDREW SNAPE HAMOND, R.N., TO COMMANDER JAMES WATT, R.N.

[ Philadelphial)
By &a &a
You are hereby required and directed to receive onboard His Majesty’s Armed
Ship under your Command,' and Victual at the same Allowance as the Ships Com-
pany, all such Men belonging to the Andromeda as the Prize Masters of the several
Vessels in this River Prizes to the said Ship, shall think fit to send to You for Security,
until further Order.?
Given &a 21 April 1778.
AS Hamond.

LB, ViU, Hamond Papers, Orders Issued (1778-1780), p. 35. Addressed below close: “Capt”. Watt/——
Delaware.”

1. Watt commanded H.M. armed ship Delaware.

2. According to Vice Adm. Howe’s prize list, H.M. frigate Andromeda, Capt. Henry Bryne, commander,
had captured three prizes in Apr. 1778: brigs Chaumont, Charlotte, and Dolly. Howe’s Prize List, 30 Oct.
1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 487-88.

CAPTAIN ANDREW SNAPE HAMOND, R.N., TO COMMANDER JAMES WATT, R.N.

By &a &a. [ Philadelphial]
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Peter Toney The six Men named in the Margin, taken in the Brig, Charmont, a
Barnel Fountin  Prize to His Majesty Ship Andromeda,' being willing to Serve on-
Francis Millar board the Kings Ships; You are hereby required and directed to
Valentine Baron receive them onboard His Majesty’s Armed Ship the Delaware
W™ Le Fam under your Command, and Enter them as part of the Complement
Jn° Leweson. of the said Ship.
Given &a 21st. April 1778.
AS Hamond.

LB, ViU, Hamond Papers, Orders Issued (1778-1780), p. 35. Addressed below close: “Capt J. Watt/——
Delaware.”
1. For more on Andromeda and its prize Chaumont, see Hamond to Watt, this date, above.

JOURNAL OF THE MARYLAND COUNCIL

[Annapolis] Tuesday 21st. April 1778.—
Commission issued to John Gordon appointed Capt. of the Galley Congueror of the
State of Maryland—

D, MdAA, Governor and Council (Proceedings), 3842, S1071-23, p- 202.

RESOLVE OF THE MARYLAND HOUSE OF DELEGATES

[Annapolis] [TUESDAY, April 21, 1778.]
POST MERIDIEM.

The house met.

Resolved, That the governor and the council' be authorised, empowered, and
requested, to put such of the gallies and armed boats as they may think best into com-
mission, under the direction of a commodore or commander in chief,? and may direct
the others to be employed in transporting troops, provisions, or other stores; and that
the commodore have power to appoint a fit and proper person in the capacity of
clerk, to have the care of slops, and deliver the same out to the sailors and marines;
also to purchase whiskey and other necessaries, and to pay the wages that may be due
to the sailors and marines, deducting what may be advanced them in account.?

Resolved, That the governor and the council have full power and authority to
cause a warehouse to be hired at Annapolis or Baltimore-Town, or such other place
as they make think proper, for the purpose of holding naval stores; and that the clerk
appointed by the commodore be directed to purchase and lay up rigging, tar, tur-
pentine, and such other materials as may be necessary for the fitting out and keeping
in repair the gallies and other vessels belonging to this state.

Resolved, That the pay of the officers and sailors be as followeth, viz. Commodore
(common money per calendar month) 271 Captain 20/ Lieutenant, 12/. 10s. Master,
121 10s. Boatswain, 9. Gunner, 7. 10s. Gunner’s mate, 7. Surgeon, 15 Surgeon’s
mate, 12/ 10s. Carpenter, 12/. 10s. Midshipman, 7/. 10s. Cook, 6/. Seamen, 6/.

Resolved, That the governor and the council have full power and authority to
cause the vessel now on the stocks at Baltimore-Town to be fitted out for a voyage to
sea, in partnership with such person as they may think proper, or otherwise may
cause her to be sold, under the power heretofore given.*
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Votes and Proceedings of the House of Delegates of the State of Maryland. March Session, 1778. Being the Second
Session of this Assembly. (Annapolis, 1778), p. 114.

1. Gov. Thomas Johnson, Jr., and the Maryland Council.

2. On 8 June, the Council appointed Thomas Grason commodore. MdAA, Governor and Council
Proceedings, 3842, S1071-23, p. 231.

3. Jacob Gibson, Jr., called himself Grason’s clerk in a letter he wrote for Grason on 9 Sept. 1778.
Grason to John Gordon, MdAA, Lands Collection.

4. Probably the galley Annapolis.

DON BERNARDO DE GALVEZ, GOVERNOR OF SPANISH LOUISIANA, TO COMMANDER JOSEPH
NuUNN, R.N.

Sir [ New Orleans)

By your Letter of the 16" Instant I see that you are surprised that the English-
men which are fled to this town for refuge have taken the Oath of allegiance, and I
am Sorry that you should be so easily astonished.'

The Oath is Voluntary and momentaneous, one of its conditions being that they
shall be at liberty to disengage themselves as soon as their personal Interest calls
them out of this province.

If you have perceived some motions of precautions in this place, you might have
thought that as there are two parties of enemies in it which have an inveterate hatred
against each other,? T ought to take the necessary measures to secure the interior
good order & tranquility of an Asilum which ought to be respected as being under
the Dominion of my Sovereign, of Course you will give me leave to repeat to you that
you have Nothing to see in the precautions which I take; & that I have no reason to
be afraid of you, & that consequently, tho’ the occasion is trifling, your question to
know whether myself and my people are Alarmed to see two Men of War before this
town is superfluous & very offensive be assured that we can see very clearly; and that
there is a great differance between Men of War as you call them & Sloops of War?
which they realy are and that I neither ought nor chuse to answer to the question
regarding the Alarm which they may give, Our respective Courts are in such perfect
harmony that it is impossible for me to give you any Explication of the Sensation
your two Vessels cause me, therefore you may uttergo for the present in this uncer-
tainty, or wait for the opportunity (if you think it may present its self) being assured
that your Vessels cause me neither Allarm nor uneasiness.

You say that if you were come as an Enemy to spain that you would not have re-
mained so quiet & peaceable; give me leave to Ask you if you can persuade your self
that I would have remained inactive if I had been of that oppinion.

finaly you mention that the late damages which the Subjects of his Britannic
Majesty have received have been with my assistance; If you have been informed So
who has made such a Supposition has not told the truth and your listning to, & be-
lieving such falcities with so much readiness will perhaps lead us by Degrees to the
extremity of acting the one & the other, Contrary to the Intentions of our Courts. I
may perhaps be the most Sorry for it tho’ I am resolved not to disuade you from a
Willfull Error, if you do not take the first step towards it, in letting me know which is
the Said assistance, & being sincerely willing to veryfy a mistake which is of great con-
sequence to us both. Votre tres affectiouni Sevr.

Bernard De Galvez
Le 21* April 1778
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Copy, UKLPR, Adm. 1/241. Addressed below close: “M" D Joseph Nunn.” Docketed: “Governor
Galvez’s/Letter to Capt™ Nunn/21st April 1778/ Translated by Don Galvez’s/Interpreter/In Sir Pet*
Parker Letter/Dated [July] 27"

1. Nunn’s letter to Gdlvez, dated 16 Apr.,, is in UKLPR, Adm. 1/241.

2. Galvez was referring to the British and the Americans.

3. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Hound, Comdr. Joseph Nunn, commander, and H.M. ship-rigged
sloop-of-war Sylph, Comdr. John Fergusson, commander.

JOURNAL OF TIMOTHY BOARDMAN, CARPENTER’S MATE OF
CONNECTICUT NAVY SHIP OLIVER CROMWELL

[1778 April] 21% [20°..20 Nth Latt]' At Three oClock Afternoon we wore Ship? to
the Southward The Prises® Made Sail to the Northward we Lost Sight of them at
Six.
Log-Book of Timothy Boardman, p. 53.

1. The bearing is taken from “Sailing Directions of Second Cruise.” Ibid., p. 54. Latitude 20° North
is the latitude of the Leeward Is.

2. Connecticut Navy ship Oliver Cromwell, Capt. Timothy Parker, commander.
3. British letters of marque Admiral Keppel and Cyrus.

April 22

CONTINENTAL BOND FOR NEW HAMPSHIRE PRIVATEER SHIP PORTSMOUTH

[ Portsmouth, N.H., 22 April 1778]

KNOW all Men by these Presents, That WE, Thomas Roach Commander of the
Arm’d Ship Portsmouth." John Langdon & Will™ Gardner Merch™ all of Portsm® in
New Hampshire are held and firmly bound to His Excellency Henry Laurens Esq*
President of Congress or to his Successors in Office, in Trust for the United States of
New-Hampshire, Massachusetts-Bay, Rhode-Island, Connecticut, New-York, New-Jersey, Penn-
sylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North-Carolina, South-Carolina and Georgia,

in North-America, in the Penalty of Three thousand Pounds Lawful Money—to be
paid to the said Henry Laurens Esq™ or his Successor in Office—or to their certain
Attorneys, Executors, Administrators or Assigns: To which Payment well and truly to
be made and done, We do bind Ourselves, our Heirs, Executors, and Administrators,
jointly and severally, firmly by these Presents. Sealed with our Seals, and dated the
Twenty Second Day of April in the Year of our Lord One thousand Seven hundred

& Seventy Fight.—

THE Condition of this Obligation is such, That if the above bounden Thomas Roach
who is Commander of the Ship called Portsmouth, belonging to the said John Lang-
don & others—mounting Twenty Two Carriage Guns, and navigated by One hundred
& twenty Men, and who hath applied for a Commission or Letters of Marque and
Reprisal, to arm, equip, and set forth to Sea, the said Ship—as a Private Ship of War,
and to make Captures of Vessels and Cargoes belonging to the Crown and Subjects
of Great-Britain, shall not exceed or transgress the Powers and Authorities which
shall be contained in the said Commission, but shall in all Things observe and con-
duct himself, and govern his Crew, by and according to the same; and shall make
Reparation for all Damages sustained by any Misconduct or unwarrantable Proceed-
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ings of himself or the Officers or Crew of the said Ship Then this Obligation shall

be void, or else remain in Force.?

Sealed and Delivered

in the Presence of Samuel Briard Tho® Roach
Sam: Penhallow Jr. John Langdon®

Wm. Gardner.*

DS, Private Collection, Capt. J. G. M. Stone (Annapolis, Md., 1959). The handwritten portions of the
printed form are underlined.

1. For a history of its building, see Captain Tobias Lear’s Accounts for Superintending Construction
of New Hampshire Privateer Ship Portsmouth, 23 May, below.

2. Portsmouth was captured on 11 May by H.M.S. Experiment off Chedabucto Head, Nova Scotia. See
Master’s Journal of H.M.S. Experiment, 11 May, below.

3. Continental Agent for New Hampshire.

4. Deputy Continental Agent for New Hampshire.

CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO CAPTAIN THOMAS READ, CONTINENTAL NAVY

Sir [ York, Pa.] April 2241778

We have received your Letter of the 13" instant' and are now to observe that
the Captains of the Chace & Snow Georgewere not considered as Continental Officers
in the agreement the Committee of Commerce made with them therefore no argu-
ments can be drawn from that agreement to support the unreasonable demands of
your Lieutenants, who if they will not go with you at the Continental pay must quit
the service.? We have directed M" Steward to pay the wages due to the Seamen be-
longing to the Virginia and trust that Captain Nicholson will co-operate with you in
getting such a number of those Seamen to enter onboard the Baltimore as you may
want.? We shall send down the Hemp wanting for your Brig very soon & are sir [&c.]
LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fol. 142 (M332, roll 6). Addressed before opening: “Cap-
tain Thomas Read.”

1. Read’s letter has not been found.

2. On the ship Chase and snow George, in which Robert Morris had arranged to transport tobacco to
France, see Morris to the Continental Commerce Committee, 17 Feb. 1778. NDAR 11: 364. The agree-
ments involving these ships have not been found.

3. Stephen Steward, Continental Navy agent. Continental frigate Virginia, Capt. James Nicholson,
commander, had run aground while trying to escape from Chesapeake Bay and had been captured by
the British. A few of the crew escaped capture by fleeing the grounded ship with Nicholson in a longboat.
See Marine Committee to Continental Navy Board of the Middle Dept., 8 Apr. 1778, above. Other crew-
men had been left behind on the Virginia’s tender when the frigate left Annapolis. See Continental Marine
Committee to Thomas Plunkett, 6 Apr., above.

CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO RICHARD ELLIS

Sir [ York, Pa.] April 2241778
We have received your Letter of the 2% of March last advising us of your hav-
ing received from the Marshal of the Court of Admiralty at your place Two hun-
dred & Sixty nine pounds 12/ for the two thirds of the Net Sales of the Prize
Sloop Tryall taken by the Continental sloop Providence and sent into your port.'
we are now to inform you that by the Rules and Regulations of Congress the Cap-
tors are intitled to one half of the Prize, and that you had ommitted to inclose in
your Letters the Account Sales, nor have we received your letter of the 9™ feb>.2
considering the high prices at which Vessels are sold, we cannot help being sur-
prized at the small sum which the Sloop sold for, therefore we must request you
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will inform us on that head and whether she had any Cargo on board or not. We
are [&c.]
LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fol. 143 (M332, roll 6). Addressed before opening:
“Richard Ellis Esq".”

1. The letter of 2 Mar. from Ellis, the Continental Navy agent at New Bern, N.C., has not been found.
On the capture of Tryall by Capt. John Peck Rathbun of the Continental Navy sloop Providenceand its dis-

patch to New Bern, see NDAR 11: 335-36.
2. Ellis’ letter of 9 Feb. has not been found.

JOURNAL OF CAPTAIN JOHN MONTRESOR, ROYAL ENGINEERS

[ Philadelphia, April] 22 This day arrived at Chester, A fleet of 35 sail from New York
with Forage &c., also arrived the Eagle, Lord Howe.! This morning the Hussar Galley
launched. This morning the Commander in Chief? went out in the front of the lines
and approved of my Project for its further Defence. Wind S. S. West. The Rebels con-
sisting of 500 men and 4 pieces of cannon advanced within 4 miles of the Town on
the Lancaster road and returned, killing and plundering the market people. This
morning sailed the Ld. Hyde packet for Falmouth.? A heavy shower this night.
Montresor, Journals, p. 486.

1. H.M.S. Eagle, Capt. Roger Curtis, commander, served as Vice Adm. Viscount Howe’s flagship.

2. Gen. Sir William Howe.

3. In his journal entry for 28 Apr., Montresor reported that the packet Lord Hyde, Capt. Henry Jeffrey,
commander, had not sailed from Chester, Pa., until “this morning.” Montresor, Journals, p. 487.

April 23

JAMES WARREN TO WILLIAM VERNON

Dear Sir. Boston April 23. 1778
I Rec? yours of 21*¢ April last Evening' & Cap* Manley? shall send you 2,000 dollars
in Certificates $ first safe Conveyance that presents. the small Pox still remains in Town
in such a manner as renders it Unsafe for you to Come in. I therefore for your own sake
don’t wish to see you here. but our Business in the Office is such that it is Absolutely
necessary Another Member of the Board should be present. if therefore M" Deshon?
don’t Attend I think you must come & take Lodgeings in Roxbury in the Neighbour-
hood of the Town that you may at least give your Sanction to matters of Importance
Agreable to the Constitution of [tie] Board. we have no News Iam Your Friend [&c.]
J Warren
L, RNHi, William Vernon Papers. Addressed at foot: “[Hon"* William] Vernon Esq".”
1. Not found.

2. Capt. John Manley, Continental Navy.
3. John Deshon, the third member of the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept.

MINUTES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR

Board of War,
Present— Boston April 234 1778
Sam' Ph’ps Savage Esq" Jn° Brown Esq" Thomas Walker Esq"
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Geo: Williams Esq" Isaac Phillips Esq" Eleaz" Johnson Esq"
Sam' Ph’ps Savage President—

Order’d, That M’ Stephen Cross & C*! of Newbury-Port be paid in Continental
Money £1000—& in State Notes £500..—..— to pay for Timber, Plank, &c. purchas’d
by them for building a twenty Gun Ship.—?
LB, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 149 (Board of War Minutes, 1777-1778), p. 287.

1. The other members of the company were Ralph Cross and Jonathan Greenleaf.

2. This frigate was named Protectorin 1779. For more on its construction, see NDAR 11: 627; Acts and

Resolves of the Massachusetts General Court, 21 Apr., above; and Messrs. Greenleaf, Cross & Cross to
Massachusetts Board of War, 4 May, below.

LIBELS FILED IN THE MASSACHUSETTS MARITIME COURT OF THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT

State of Massachusetts-Bay,} To all whom it may
Southern District. } concern.
NOTICE is hereby given, That Libels are filed before me, against the following Ves-
sels and Cargoes, viz.— In behalf of Isaac Freeburn, Commander of the armed Sloop
Revenge,' and all concerned therein, against the Schooner Mary Ann, of about 50
Tons burthen, Edward Dikins, late Master: In behalf of John Leech and Silas Smith,
Commanders of the armed Schooners Dolphin® and Cuiter,’ and all concerned
therein, against the Schooner Neptune, of about 50 Tons burthen, William Wallace,
late Master: In behalf of Edward Bube, Commander of the armed Sloop Adams,* and
all concerned therein, against the Brigantine Active, of about 80 Tons burthen,
George Clarke, late Master: In behalf of John Rathburn, Commander of the armed
Sloop Providence,” in the Service of the United States, and all concerned therein,
against the Ship Mary, of about 250 Tons burthen, Henry Johnson, late Master:® In
behalf of John Hopkins, Esq; Commander of the Ship Warren,” in the Service of the
United States, and all concerned therein, against the Snow Robert, of about 180 Tons
burthen, James Hall, late Master:® In behalf of Nathaniel Bently, Commander of the
armed Schooner Hornett,” and all concerned therein, against the Ship Neustra Senora
del Carmen, of about 200 Tons burthen, William Stacey, late Master, taken as a Prize
by the British Ship Carysford,'® and retaken by the Hornett;'' and also against the
Schooner Henry, of about 60 Tons burthen, John Shephard, late Master.'? All which
Vessels, and their Cargoes, so libelled, are said to have been taken and brought into
the Southern District aforesaid; and for the Trial of the Justice of said Captures, the
Maritime Court, for the said District, will be held at Plymouth, on Tuesday, the 19th
Day of May, 1778, at Ten o’Clock in the Forenoon, when and where the Owners of
said Captures, or any Persons concerned therein, may appear, and shew cause (if
any they have) why the same, or any of them, should not be condemned.
N. CUSHING, Judge of said Court.

Independent Chronicle, and the Universal Advertiser (Boston), 23 Apr. 1778.

1. Massachusetts privateer sloop Revenge, Isaac Freeborn, commander, mounting 10 carriage guns, a
crew of 60 seamen, owned by John Dean and Mungo Mackay, of Boston, was commissioned on 30 Apr.
1777. M-Ar, Revolutionary Rolls Collection, vol. 7, p. 50; Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 166, p. 376.

2. Massachusetts privateer schooner Dolphin, John Leach, commander, mounting 8 swivel guns, a
crew of 25 seamen, owned by Samuel Ward and Joseph Sprague, of Salem, was commissioned on 30 Sept.
1777. M-Ar, Revolutionary Rolls Collection, vol. 5, p. 109; Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 165, p. 299.

3. Massachusetts privateer schooner Cutler, Silas Smith, commander, mounting 8 carriage guns, a
crew of 20 seamen, owned by John Norris & Co., of Salem, was commissioned on 6 Aug. 1777. DNA, PCC,
item 196, vol. 3, p. 57 (M247, roll 202).
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4. Connecticut privateer sloop Adams, Edward Beebe, commander, mounting 14 carriage guns, a
crew of 80 seamen, owned by Samuel Broome, John Broome, Andrew Rowland and Jeremiah Platt, of
Hartford and Wethersfield, Conn., was commissioned on 30 July 1777. DNA, PCC, item 196, vol. 1, p. 24
(M247, roll 202).

5. Continental Navy sloop Providence, Capt. John Peck Rathbun, commander.

6. For more on the capture of ship Mary, see NDAR 11: 247, 335, 336m, 400 and n, 401, 431 and n,
444, 445n.

7. Continental Navy frigate Warren, Capt. John Burroughs Hopkins, commander.

8. For more on the capture of snow Robert, see John Bradford to Continental Marine Committee, 15
Apr., above.

9. Massachusetts privateer schooner Hornett, Nathaniel Bently, commander, mounting 10 carriage
guns and 8 swivel guns, a crew of 50 seamen, owned by John Tracy, of Newburyport, and Samuel White,
of Boston, was commissioned on 22 Jan. 1778. M-Ar, Revolutionary Rolls Collection, vol. 6, pp. 54, 55;
Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 168, p. 156.

10. H.M. frigate Carysfort, Capt. Robert Fanshawe, commander, captured ship Nuestra Sefiora del Car-
men, Francisco Pruna (or Bruna), master and supercargo, off Charleston, S.C., on 28 Mar. For details of
this capture, see NDAR 11: 822-23 and n.

11. The ship Nuestra Seriora del Carmen, refered to as “the Ship CARMEN, of about 300 tons,” was ad-
vertised for sale on 25 June at New Bedford. Independent Chronicle, and the Universal Advertiser (Boston), 18
June 1778.

12. Schooner Henry, John Shephard, master, 70 tons burthen, mounting six 3-pounders, built in Vir-
ginia in 1773, owned by John Blackburn, bound from London to Halifax. Lloyd’s Register of Shipping, 1777—
1778.

MAJOR GENERAL ALEXANDER MCDOUGALL, CONTINENTAL ARMY, TO HENRY LAURENS,
PRESIDENT OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS

[Extract]
Sir, FishKill [NV.Y.] April 23" 1778

I am honored with your favor of the 24™ Ultimo, covering an Act of Congress,
directing General Conway to repair to these posts and authorising me to draw on
the Paymaster of the Northern Department or his Deputy for money to answer such
Demands as relate to the Army on Hudson’s River.! As the Act confine my Warrants,
to Demands which relate to the Army; some person should be authorised to draw
for the Payment of the Officers and men, who are to man the Gun Boats; and the
Rate of Pay to be allowed determined; otherwise the End of building those Vessels
will prove abortive. For men have been so embarrassed to get their Wages, when they
engaged at an uncertainty, that none will listen to any importunity to enter on board
of them; unless the Terms are particularly stated: And to man them from the march-
ing Regiments, will mutilate those Corps, discourage the Officers, weaken our In-
fantry, and not give that Strength to the River Service, which is taken from the other;
for Soldiers are not Sailors. . . .
The Position of the principal work is far from being secure, and independent:? It is
commanded by Heights in Chain for some Distance, the nearest not more than half
a mile; so that near an Equality in the Field, will be necessary to render the works
tenable. As the principal Force on that side must take post on Hills, we are now erect-
ing works on them— Important as these Objections are, all the Points on the River,
on which it would be proper to erect Works to annoy Shipping, are subject to similar
Difficulties—

If we are favored with moderate weather I hope in ten Days to have the Chain
across®. . . . I am with great Truth and Regard [&c.]

Alex* M“Dougall
M General
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L, DNA, PCC, item 161, p. 87 (M247, roll 179). Addressed: “Honorable Henry Laurens Esq" President/of
Congress.” Docketed: “No. 3/Letter from Major gen M“Dougall/at Fish Kill—April 23.1778 /read 28./To
board of War.”

1. See Henry Laurens to Alexander McDougall, 24 Mar. 1778. DNA, PCC, item 13, vol. 1, p. 240
(M247, roll 23).

2. The principal work was the fort at West Point; it was on the west side of the Hudson River.

3. On 30 Apr. 1778, a heavy chain was stretched across the Hudson River at West Point to obstruct
vessels trying to sail up the river. Paul K. Walker, Engineers of Independence, A Documentary History of the Army
Engineers in the American Revolution 1775-1783 (Washington, D.C., n.d.), p. 213.

RovAL AMERICAN GAZETTE (NEW YORK), THURSDAY, APRIL 23, 1778

On [Friday]' last a sloop from Cape Francois, for Virginia arrived in this har-
bour;? she was taken by the letter of Marque ship Rose, Capt. Duncan;® and is laden
with rum, sugar, molasses, duck, calicoes; chintzes, medicines, &c.

On Sunday was sent in here by the privateer sloop General Howe, Captain Carey,*
alarge French ship called the [San] Jago of 500 tons, with 1000 tierces of rice; which
he took the 12th instant, on her voyage from South Carolina for Nantz: She was taken
under Spanish colours, but is supposed to have a commission from the Congress,
having six 6 pounders and 20 men: This ship was some time since taken by a rebel
privateer and carried into Martinica with slaves. The present Captain says he pur-
chased his cargo at Carolina with snuff and dollars, and that he was allowed four for
one for all his hard money.®

1. The word is faded and unreadable. It was taken from a report of the prize’s arrival in Rivington’s
New-York Loyal Gazelte, 25 Apr.

2. Maryland sloop Dolphin, Robert Dashiel, master. For more on it and its capture, see ibid., 18 Apr.

3. British Letter of Marque ship Rose, James Duncan, master.

4. New York privateer ship General Howe, mounting 12 guns, John Ceary, commander. (Carey is the
modern spelling of his name).

5. French merchant ship St. Iago, Joseph Ventesse, master. UKLPR, H.C.A. 32/359/21. There is no
evidence that St. Jago had been commissioned a privateer by the Continental Congress.

VICE ADMIRAL VISCOUNT HOWE TO SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY PHILIP STEPHENS

Number 57. Eagle In the Delaware
Sir, April the 234: 1778.

Not being able, from the Severity of the Weather and other Obstructions, sooner
to make the requisite Provision in the several Branches of the Service to be regulated
at Rhode Island, I put to Sea from that Port the 23% of last Month.

Proceeding for New-York, to receive the recovered Men of the Eagle's Com-
plement from the Hospital, and to obtain more particular Information of the
Progress made in the current Services of the Port, I was prevented by the unfavor-
able State of the Weather from getting to Sandy Hook until the 4™ Instant; And
had not an Opportunity to move the Ship back over the Bar for the Delaware, until
the 16™—

During my Stay at Rhode-Island, it was necessary to provide for the Conveyance
of a considerable Quantity of Forage procured there for the Army at Philadelphia.

The two Transports named in the Margin,' and sent in the first Division ordered
for this Service under Convoy of the Brune, were taken by the Misconduct of their
Masters and afterwards destroyed as stated in the Extract of Captain Ferguson’s Let-
ter herewith enclosed.?
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Amongst® the Papers referred to in this Dispatch, You will receive a List of the
Captures lately made (with several foreign Ships included) by the Detachments of
the Fleet stationed in Chesepeak-Bay under the Orders of Captain Onslow, and on
the Coasts of the more Southern Provinces with the Carysfort.*

The Copies of Captain Fanshawe’s Letters® will explain the Cause of his Inability
longer to continue that Restraint upon the Armed Vessels of the Rebels who put to
Sea from Charles Town soon after he left the Coast.

The Consequences of being made answerable for the Value, in case of Acci-
dent to any of the foreign Ships before their Detention had been authorised by
the Judgment of a Court of Admiralty; and the necessary Care of the Men taken
out of them, appear to have prevented the Captains of the Frigates from keeping
their Stations so uninterruptedly as might otherwise have been practicable. But it
is to be observed also that they have not scrupled in repeated Instances to dispose
of such Captures for a very reduced Amount at S" Augustine, to be sooner released
from further necessary Attention to them. The Loss, however, to the Abettors of
the rebellious Colonists, will not prove less considerable in the Number of such
Ships taken or destroyed.

The Naval Stores obtained by this Means have been reserved for the Use of
the Ships of War. And the Virginia Frigate, when moved to New-York, will be exam-
ined with Reference to the Propriety of having her fitted and employed in His
Majesty’s Service. But it does not appear that the same Use can be yet made of the
Cannon taken Notice of in Captain Onslow’s Letters,® as no Carriages were sent
with them.

I have not the Satisfaction of being able to add, that the Ships stationed on the
Coasts of the Northern Provinces, have been equally successful.

The Greyhound suffering much by bad Weather at the Beginning of the Year, was
forced off of her Station, together with the Vulture, to the West Indies; and did not
return until the End of last Month.

The Renown in a still greater degree of Distress from the same Cause, and the
Phenix (not being able to recover the American Coast for a Supply of Provisions &
then wanting) were reduced to the same Necessity. The Extract from Vice Admiral
Young’s Letter” will inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty more partic-
ularly of the State of those Ships and the Retardment that will probably ensue in
their Arrival on this Station.

The Perseus lost her Rudder on the Passage from the Southern Coasts to New-
York, The Iron-Braces being corroded and decayed; And the same Accident was
nearly taking place lately in the Unicorn. But as no Appearance of a similar Defect
has yet been discovered in the Ships where the Composition-Metal has been used; I
presume the great Advantages derived from the Copper-Sheathing may, by that Ex-
pedient, be retained.

I am advised by Captain Griffith® that the Rebels attempted towards the End of
last Month to put to Sea from Providence in an Armed Ship named the Columbus
supposed of 16 Guns. But not chusing their Time with the same Judgment as in the
preceding Instance the Ship was driven ashore by the Maidstone off of Point Judith,
and burnt by the Boats of the Squadron under Cover of the Frigate, tho’ exposed to
avery considerable Fire from the adjacent Heights. Lieutenant Vashon® of the Maid-
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stone appears to have distinguished himself much on that Occasion. Captain Griffith
further informs me, the Juno and Cerberus were returned with the Transports from
Cape-Cod Harbour, the Rebels persisting in their Refusal to Comply with the Terms
of the Convention. And he sent me the Information respecting the Armed Vessels
fitting at Boston, contained in the Paper enclosed.'

On the 13" Instant by the Andromeda, 1 received your Letters of the 14™,
15", and 19" of February'' at Sandy Hook; A Duplicate dated the 15™ of Janu-
ary,'” Together with their Lordship’s Orders to appoint a Ship to receive Sir
William Howe and his Suite when he shall be ready to embark, for his Con-
veyance with all possible Expedition to England; And for the Andromeda to be
employed under my Direction.

Upon my Arrival off of Newcastle'® the 21 your Dispatches of the 7™ and 9" of
January' with the Original of the Duplicate above-mentioned (but dated the 5th: of
[anuary, instead of th: of February.' as I judge by the Contents) were delivered to
me.

The Packet by which this is forwarded being on her Passage down the River;
And as their Lordships’ Inquiries are partly answered by the Report of the Condition
of the Fleet transmitted since the Commencement of the present Year, I must beg
leave to postpone the further Particulars to be offered on the Matter of those several
Dispatches, to a future Opportunity. But their Lordships not having been pleased
therein to honor me with their Notice of the Conditional Request made in my Letter
of the 23% of last November, I am under a Necessity of soliciting that I may be relieved
in the Command of the Ships of His Majesty’s Fleet on this Station, for the due Con-
duct of which I am unable in my present Situation to undertake, and be permitted
to return to England for the Recovery of my Health. I am, with great Consideration,
Sir, [&c.]

Howe

L, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 206-10. Addressed at foot of first page: “Philip Stephens Esq"/Secretary of
the Admiralty.” Docketed: “23 April 1778/In the Delaware/Lord Visc- Howe/R, 1. June/ (10 Inclosures).”
Docketed in Philip Stephens’ hand: “Copy* for L* G. Germain.”

1. Marginal note: “Kitty; Mermaid.” The transports were the ship Kitty, J. Mallet, master, and the ship
Mermaid, Jacob Snowball, master.

2. See “Extract of a Letter from Captain James Ferguson to the Viscount Howe, dated Brune at Sea
the 27" March 1778,” NDAR 11: 803-5.

3. Stephens inserted brackets at the beginning and end of this paragraph with the notation “leave
out in the Copy.”

4. See “List of Vessels seized or destroyed by His Majesty’s Ships stationed in Chesepeak Bay and on
the Parts of the American Coast Southward thereof, according to the Accounts transmitted to the Viscount
Howe, Since the Date of the General Return of Captures made by the American Squadron of the 25™
October 1777, this date, below.

5. See Capt. Robert Fanshawe to Vice Adm. Viscount Howe, 13 Feb. and 13 Mar. 1778, NDAR 11:
337-42, 632-33.

6. See “Extract of a Letter from Captain Onslow to the Viscount Howe,” 9 Mar. and 27 Mar. 1778,
NDAR11: 562, 806-7.

7. See Vice Adm. James Young to Vice Adm. Viscount Howe, 23 Mar. 1778, NDAR 11: 770-71.

8. Capt. Walter Griffith to Vice Adm. Viscount Howe, 28 Mar. 1778, NDAR 11: 815-16.

9. Lt. James Vashon.

10. See Intelligence Concerning American Armed Ships at Boston, 23 Mar. 1778, NDAR 11: 763-64.

11. For Stephens’ letter of 14 Feb. 1778, see NDAR 11: 1003.

12. For Stephens’ letter of 15 Jan. 1778, see NDAR 11: 911-12.

13. That is, Newcastle, Del.

14. For Stephens’ letters of 7 Jan. and 9 Jan. 1778, see NDAR 11: 879-81, 898-99.

15. The correct date of this letter is 15 Jan.
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MINUTES OF THE PENNSYLVANIA SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

[Extract]

The Council met

Lancaster, Thursday, April 23, 1778.
Present. His Excell Tho* Wharton, junior, Esq", President. Hon" George Bryan,
Esq", Vice President. Joseph Hart, Esq", Jonat™ Hoge, Esq", James Edgar, Esq", Jacob
Arndt, Esq" & Mackay Esq"

... Peter Sommers laid before the Council, an order drawn by Will™ C, Brad-
ford, in favor of Henry Shriver, for the Sum of One hundred & Sixty Seven Pounds
& five Shillings, to be charged to the said Will™ C, Bradford: And an order was drawn
by William Crispin, Commissary of the State Fleet, in favor of Lasky & Shriver,' for
the Sum of Eleven hundred & Twenty eight pounds, Seventeen Shillings & Six pence,
for sundry Cattle delivered for the use of the Fleet, the said Sum to be charged to
the said Will™ Crispin, These order not being endorsed to Mr. Sommers & therefore
not payable to him, the Council found a difficulty in granting an order on the Treas-
ury; but Capt, Joseph Blewer? having represented that the Money had been long due,
& that Sommers was in partnership with Lasky & Shriver, On consideration, An
Order was drawn on the Treasurer in favor of Capt. Joseph Blewer, for the Sum of
One hundred & Sixty Seven Pounds, five Shillings to be charged to Will™ C, Brad-
ford, Paymaster of the Fleet: Also an Order was drawn on the Treasurer, in favor of
Capt. Joseph Blewer, for the Sum of One Thousand, One hundred & Twenty Eight
Pounds, Seventeen Shillings & Six pence, the same to be charged to Will™ Crispin,
Commissary. . . .

Capt. Joseph Blewer of the Navy board attended the Council and informed, that
it was intended to have Sunk the Gondola’s &ca. on Tuesday last, near Trenton, &
therefore, there cannot be any farther use in continuing the Men belonging to them
at Trenton; and that there is about twenty Sick & wounded, belonging to the Boats,
which require care & attention— That the Ammunition, Sails, Arms, Stores, belong-
ing to the boats, are at Pitts-town in New Jersey and require Some guards to be kept
over them;— That the Cannon & Shot are sunk in different places in New Jersey;—
That about 76 pieces of Canvas & some Oznabrigs which were on board the Store
Sloop, was at Northampton under the care of Capt. Joseph Stiles.— Ordered That
all the Linens in the possession of Capt. Joseph Stiles at Northampton, suitable for
the purpose, be made up into Shirts for the Soldiers; & that he be requested to get
them made as expeditiously as possibly & acquaint this Council of his progress
therein.

On consideration of the State of the Navy made by Captain Blewer, Ordered,
That the men belonging to the Navy be ordered up to this bourough, under the di-
rection of such Officers, as the Navy board, to whom they are best known, may judge
most proper, & that two Months Pay, over & beside what is due to them, be paid to
the remaining Officers & then discharged, as there appears not to be any further
service for them at present.— That a small guard be left at Pitts-Town, until the Stores
be removed.— That the Sick be ordered to this Borough by way of Reading.— That
the Ammunition & most valuable Stores be removed from Pitts-town to Easton in
the County of Northampton & the remainder committed to the care of Mr. Moore
Furman.—? That the Waggon Master of the County of Bucks, furnish Waggons to
the State Navy board, for the removal of Sick & baggage from Trenton to this bor-
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ough.— That the Waggon Master of the County of Northampton furnish Waggons
to the State Navy board, for the removal of the Stores from Pitts-town in New Jersey
to Easton in this State.*

D, PHarH, RG 27, Minute Books of the Supreme Executive Council, vol. 6: 257-59.

1. Peter Summers, Edward Laskey, and Henry Shriver were partners in a merchant firm. See NDAR
11: 805.

2. Capt. Joseph Blewer was President of the Pennsylvania Navy Board.

3. Moore Furman was deputy quartermaster in New Jersey. On 24 Apr., the Council wrote Furman
asking him to “have an Eye to” the “bulky” stores of the Pennsylvania Navy that would be left in Pittstown
and to hire men to remove those stores if threatened with capture. The Council promised that “any ex-
pence” Furman incurred in removing stores would be “repaid with thanks.” PHarH, RG 27, Executive
Correspondence (loose) of the Supreme Executive Council.

4. The Council conveyed these instructions to the Pennsylvania Navy Board in a letter of this date,
below.

PENNSYLVANIA SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL TO PENNSYLVANIA NAVY BOARD

Gent: Lancaster 23 April 1778

As the Gallies, & other Vessels, on the Delaware, lately under your direction,
have been dismantled the further continuance at Trenton of the Seamen & others!
who served in them, is become needless.? They may be usefully employed as guards
in the interior parts of this state, or in assisting in the transporting over the greater
Rivers, stores & soldiers.

For this End, I desire you will send the privates with-their-reeessaries of this
Corps by the most direct road to Reading in Bucks County, & thence to this place.
Herewith you have an order to the Waggon master of Bucks County, to furnish a suf-
ficient number of Carriages for the transportation of their necessary Baggage & of
the sick & weunded disabled. As to the Officers, you are to dismiss the whole save [6
e7?] 15 or 20 with a bounty of two months pay, over & above the pay in arrear. They
have been supported thro’ the winter, & have now the benefit of the best season to
look out for new Employment. I think they must be satisfied with the Council.?

These (siersever) 15 or 20 Officers are to take the command of their people,
keep good order & disclipline among them, & proceed hither as soon as may be. An
order from you, to the senior officer, will be requisite. M* Crispin, the Commissary
will, we I hope, be able to provide rations for their march

M= Blewer* informs Council, that a Considerable number of Musquetts, & other
small Arms, & some Gunpowder belonging to this State are lodged at Pitts-Town in
New-Jersey. These stores # I wish to be in a more convenient situation, & within our
jurisdiction. You are to procure a sufficiency of Carriages from the Waggon-master
of Northampton County for this purpose. On delivery on the inclosed Letter, M"
Crider will send you the necessary Teams.® send them to the care of Joseph Deane,
Esquire of Easton. It is left to your prudence to judge, whether our sails at Pitts-Town,
ought to be secured at Easton also. One officer & some few privates should be con-
tinued at Pitts-Town whilst the more valuable & less cuambrous goods remain there.
He may attend the Waggons to Easton, & then march his party to this place. I write
to Moore Furman, Esquire, of Pitts-Town to take care of the stores which may be left
behind[.]° it will be very proper, that a prudent Person residing near the Falls of
Delaware be engaged to ke give some attention to the Vessels left in e that neigh-
bourhood, & to the Gurs—$ Cannon & Shot, which belonged to them. Perhaps
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Joseph Kirkbride, Esquire, may be induced to undertake this. Council would be very
happy in hearing that M* Kirkbride had said he would do it.” for this purpose I write
to him on the subject. It will be proper that the person appointed, be informed, how
the Vessels &estores-are & other articles are disposed of.

I send down by M" Blewer to be deliver? to M" Crispin® a supply of money to dis-
charge the most urgent demands, & to pay off the officers who may be dismissed.’
Df, PHarH, RG 27, Executive Correspondence (loose) of the Supreme Executive Council. Docketed:
“1778 April 23 To the Navy/Board of Pennsylvania/in the State of New Jersey.” Notation at top of first
page: “Council to State Navy Board—1778.”

1. At this point in the draft there is a crossed-through interlineation that is illegible.

2. For background on this order, see Minutes of the Pennsylvania Supreme Executive Council, this
date, above.

3. The officers were not satisfied and successfully petitioned the legislature to remain in service. See
Minutes of the Pennsylvania General Assembly, 25 May, below.

4. Capt. Joseph Blewer, President of the Pennsylvania Navy Board.

5. In their reply of 18 May, below, the Pennsylvania Navy Board acknowledged having sent a letter to
“Mr. Thompson,” who was undoubtedly John Thompson, Wagonmaster of Bucks County. Crider was pre-
sumably one of Thompson’s assistants.

6. On the letter to Furman, see note at Minutes of the Pennsylvania Supreme Executive Council, this
date, above.

7. Kirkbride operated a ferry and store on the Delaware River, opposite Bordentown, N.J.

8. William Crispin was commissary for the Pennsylvania Navy. In their letter to him of 24 Apr., the Coun-
cil discussed the recall of the seamen from New Jersey and instructed Crispin to provide provisions for them
on their march from New Jersey to Lancaster. They also ordered him to use the money carried to him by
Joseph Blewer to settle his own debts and those of the Pennsylvania Navy Board. In a postscript, the Council
informed Crispin that the commissary was allowed six rations and directed him to “deduct those already
furnished—.” PHarH, RG 27, Executive Correspondence (loose) of the Supreme Executive Council.

9. On 28 Apr., the Council sent £3,000 to William C. Bradford, Paymaster of the Pennsylvania State
Navy, “for the payment of the state fleet concerning which you will please to receive directions from the
Navy board.” PHarH, RG 27, Executive Correspondence (loose) of the Supreme Executive Council.

JOURNAL OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS

[ York, Pa.] Thursday, April 23, 1778
Ordered, That the Marine Committee take into consideration the state of the
river defence of Delaware, and the measures which they may judge best and proper
for defending that river above Philadelphia.

JCC10: 380.

SAMUEL AND ROBERT PURVIANCE TO JOHN CUSHING AND SAMUEL WHITE

Gentlemen Baltimore 23 April 1778

When M" Archibald Blair of your place was here in February on his way to
Charlestown South Carolina, we purchased from him 1/16". in the Privateer Ship
Minerva' being a Quarter (as he inform’d us) of what he held in s* Ship, of which
he told us you were Ships Husbands. We expected from what he then said on the
subject, that she was nearly ready & woud sail in a month or soon after: but were
much surprized to learn from our Neighbour M" Dugan lately returnd here, that
she was not sailed when he left Boston about the end of March.— Permit us to re-
quest you will be so kind as to inform us whether said Privateer is yet gone to Sea,
the Cruize on which you have ordered her, the force of Men, Guns &c, which she
carries; & the Directions given concerning the Payment or Remittances of such Prize-
money as may be paid in the W* Indies, or any foreign Ports.—
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We shoud likewise desire to know whither it is to you as Agents or to M* Blair as an
original owner that we are to look for the future state of accounts. The manner of con-
ducting such Business has been various, and we presume is so with you,— If as we ex-
pected from what M* Blair told us, you are to hold the acct® with us in future for our
Share, we will send the Bill of Sale to our friend M Black to prove our Interest, if that is
necessary— In the mean time must request you when the vessels acc™ of Outfit & Cost
are compleated to furnish us with a Copy thereof, which becomes necessary as by agreem*
we were to pay M" Blair a certain Advance 3 Cent on the same.— We are, Gent™[&c.]
Copy) Sam' & Rob' Purviance
Copy, NjP, Andre de Coppet Collection, Papers of John Cushing and Samuel White, 1775-1787, Papers
relating to the Ship Minerva. Addressed on cover: “To/Mess™ Cushing & White/Merch® In/Boston.” Ad-

dressed at top: “Mess™ Cushing & White.”
1. Massachusetts privateer ship Minerva, John Grimes, commander.

JOURNAL OF SOUTH CAROLINA NAVY BOARD

[Extract]
Navy Board Thursday [ 23 April 1778]
The Board Met According to Adjournment.
Present.. Edward Blake Esq" first Commission [break]
George Abb" Hall Josiah Smith
Esq"—
Edward Darrell Roger Smith
... James Mayberry of The Gen: Moultrie was Nominated by the Board to the Command
of the Beaufort Galley' and the Following Orders were given him— Sir/ You are to
take Charge of the Beaufort Galley early tomorrow Morning and be as Expeditious as
possible in getting her ready to Clean, taking out her Two Guns & Landing them on
Gibbes’s Wharf before you lay her a Shore
By Order of the Board
Edw? Blake first Commiss"
.... The Board Agreed to allow Capt" Thomas Shubrick for his Negroe Carpenters
at the State Ship Yard Forty Shillings ® day for Each from the first Ins'—

Salley, ed., South Carolina Navy Board, pp. 149-51.
1. See also, South Carolina Navy Board to President Rawlins Lowndes, this date, below.

SOUTH CAROLINA NAVY BOARD TO PRESIDENT RAWLINS LOWNDES

To his Excellency the President
Sir/ Navy Board 23 April 1778—
Immediately after rece" of your Letter' the Commissioners of the Navy Board

sent to Lieut. James Mayberry the first Lieu® of the General Moultrie to know if he
would Accept the Command of the Galley which he agreed to do,? the Commission-
ers therefore beg leave to recommend him to your Excellency as a fit person for that
Command

By Order of the Board

Edw? Blake first Commiss"

To his Excellency
the President}



178 AMERICAN THEATER

Salley, ed., South Carolina Navy Board, p. 150.

1. The letter has not been found, but it presumably announced that Capt. James Doharty had re-
signed as captain of the South Carolina Navy galley Beaufort.

2. See Journal of the South Carolina Navy Board, this date, above.

COLONEL SAMUEL ELBERT, CONTINENTAL ARMY, TO COLONEL JOHN WHITE,
CONTINENTAL ARMY

Headquarters, Fort Howe, 23rd April, 1778.
(Dear Sir) I have this moment recd. intelligence that General Provost' is on his
march to attack this place; you are therefore to conduct the prizes® to Sunbury and
after putting them in a secure place and the directions of them given to Mr. Jno.
Jones, who I know to be a gentleman of honor & who I will authorize to take the
necessary steps with them. You are to land the men, leaving only such as are necessary
to put the galleys® in a posture of defence, and by forced marches join me at this
place. I know your anxiety for the safety of the State is such that no time will be lost.
I am, dr. sir, Yr. most obedient servt.,
S. ELBERT.
P.S. Pray recommend to Captn. Hardy* to take on board the three galleys what rice
they can conveniently carry, and impress a boat or two as large as he can get, loaded
with the same, and proceed with all speed into this river’ with them. Tell him bring
a barrel or two of salt.
Colo. White

“Order Book of Samuel Elbert,” p. 128.

1. Brig. Gen. Augustine Prevost, British military commander in East Florida.

2. H.M. armed brig Hinchinbrook, East Florida Provincial armed sloop Rebecca, and an unidentified
watering brig, captured on 19 Apr. 1778.

3. Georgia Navy armed galleys Washington, Lee, and Bulloch.

4. John Hardy commanded the Georgia Navy armed galley Washington.

5. Altamaha River.

PATRICK MOORE TO NATHANIEL SHAW, JR.

Sir St Pieres [ Martinique] April 23" 1778

I have to acknowledge receipt of your favours of the 26th Feb’ P Cap* Champlin'
& Canklin? who arived here a few days agone understand they took a Valuable
prize?® on their way here & dispatched her to the Continent hope she is safe arived
ere this, they are heaving down & will proceed to sea with all possible expedition &
shall give them every assistance in my Power

Observe Lamb* has sold you part of the Brig? am well pleased you are con-
cern’d in her as she is certainly a fine vessell & have no doubt of her doing well pro-
vided Lamb continues in her hope he is at sea ere this— The Ranger® Cap" Kenyon
has brought in here a fine Ship from London to S Christophers Laden chiefly with
Provisions her N* sales will be above £7000.. shall furnish you with all her Acco®
soon as Possible, am preparing to send the Brig to the Continent with a small Cargo
& order her immediately out here with a Cargo of Tobacco as there is a great deal of
trouble & expence in Maning Privateers here.
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M* Hutchinson? has not paid me any money on your A/c nor do I know when
he will however shall advise you more Particularly next Opp® & am Sir [&c.]
Patk. Moore
Copy 2¢

Copy, CtY, Nathaniel and Thomas Shaw Papers, packet 28, no. 1740. Docketed in Thomas Shaw’s hand:
“Patrick Mores/Letter/Apr' 23 1778.” Addressed at top: “M" Nath" Shaw.”

1. Capt. Samuel Champlin, Jr., commanding Connecticut privateer sloop American Revenue.

2. Capt. Joseph Conkling, commanding Connecticut privateer sloop Revenge.

3. Ship Lovely Lass, Andrew Waid, master.

4. Capt. John Lamb.

5. American letter of marque brigantine Irish Gimblet which was renamed Favouriteand commissioned
as a Massachusetts privateer on 27 May 1778. See NDAR 11: 438n.

6. Connecticut privateer brigantine Ranger, which was formerly Connecticut privateer sloop Trumbull,
Henry Billings, commander. See NDAR 11: 164, 278 and n, 437, 438n.

7. Probably Godfrey Hutchinson, merchant at Martinique.

April 24

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE BLONDE, CAPTAIN JOHN MILLIGAN
April 1778 Loff Cape La Have, Nova Scotia]
Friday 24

Y% past 4 AM Saw a large Ship to the North® standing to the SW
made the Private Sig' which she not answering, fir’d to bring her
too, no respect being paid to our Colours, fir’d 4 others (on which
she Hoisted a French Ensign & Pendant TK* & stood in for the
Land.) We pursued her into Liverpool Bay, where they Designedly
ran her onshore at % past 9 Came to an Anchor & fir’d to make
her pay respect to our Colours, which she ret! & kept up the En-
gagement for an hour & a ¥ without doing much Damage We had
Shot away her Ensign Staff, but Observing a Man attempting to
strike the Pendant, ceas’d firing. She then renew’d the Action which
we ret?with Several Broadsides & Totally Silenc’d her At the latter
part of the Action she hoisted out her boat & attempted to land,
which we sunk Instantly at 11 Sent an Officer to take Possession
which he did & landed the Frenchmen, We having many Prisoners
onb? & the French being very drunk. She provd the Duc D’Chasseul
of 24 Guns Mons" Herreaud Commd" with 105 Men from Nants
{with all kind of Military Stores & Cloathing for 5000 Men'
Moor’d in Liverpool Bay

Fresh Breezes & fair W= PM  Emp? heaving off the Prize [ &]
mooring our Ship, at 6 the Prize begun to fleet® hove in the
Hawser which parted and found it impracticable to get her off that
Tide, Carried out Anchors and Hawsers to attempt it next flood be-
fore which Time she filld and at Midnight fell suddenly on her
broadside by which Accident Math"* Rogers, Pet” Clarke, & Edw®
Fenwicke where either kill’d or Drown’d
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D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/118, part 3, fols. 105-6.

1. Ship Duc de Choiseul, Jean Heraud, master, owned by Jean Peltier-Dudoyer, from Nantes with can-
non, arms, ammunition and clothing. The salvage of Duc de Choiseul, began on 25 Apr. and continued
until 13 May. Items recovered included: 24 mounted carriage guns, 12 brass cannon, 8 iron cannon, 44
chests of arms, 10 slabs of block tin and many casks of clothing. On 1 and 3 May, the British attempted
unsuccessfully to right the ship. H.M. schooner tender Arbuthnot arrived on 3 May with three schooners
and departed on 6 May, transporting much of the salvaged cargo to Halifax. Arbuthnot returned on 12
May for more salvaged items, at which time its crew and that of Blonde completed stripping the wreck of
its masts and rigging. Howe’s Prize List, 30 Oct. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, 484-85; UKLPR, Adm. 51/118,
part 3, fols. 105-9. For more on this capture, see Extract of a letter received by a Gentleman, from an Officer on
board his Magesty’s ship Blonde, this date, below.

2. That is, move.

EXTRACT OF A LETTER RECEIVED BY A GENTLEMAN, FROM AN OFFICER ON BOARD HIS MAJESTY’S
SHIP BLONDE, DATED LIVERPOOL BAY, AMERICA, 24TH APRIL, 1778.

“On the 23d inst. after a long chace to the Eastward, we took a sloop privateer
belonging to Salem, with six carriage guns, swivels, &c. and 33 men on board.! And
this morning about day-light, as we were standing to the Northward, with the wind
at W.S.W. saw a ship close in with the land, which we also took, and proves to be the
Duc de Choiseul, . Herand, from Nantz, with 24 guns mounted, but can fight 32, (hav-
ing the other 8 in her hold) between 3 and 400 tons burthen and 105 men; she sailed
the 25™ of February, from Quiberon Bay, in company with several other merchant
ships, under escort of a squadron belonging to the French King.? Many of the com-
mon people belong to her make no scruple of owning they were going to Piscataway;
tho’ the Captain says to St. Domingo. Her cargo consists of 12 brass cannon, 5000
stand of arms, canvas, tea, drugs, &c. &c. with all kinds of necessaries for the field
and camp.

“All our endeavours, assisted by Pilots, to preserve this French ship and cargo,
proved ineffectual, as she overset, and settled on her larboard beam end, so that at
full tide the best part of her upper deck was covered; we have, nevertheless, saved 12
pieces of brass cannon, 32 ditto iron, 22 six and 10 four pounders, 4000 stand of
arms, great quantities of cloathing, and of pig-metal, 30001b. weight.”

Lloyd’s Evening Post, 29-31 July 1778. Postscript.

1. For more on sloop Pollyand its capture, see Journal of H.M. frigate Blonde, Captain John Milligan, 23 Apr.,
above. Pollywas not a commissioned Massachusetts privateer. Allen, Massachusetts Privateers of the Revolution.

2. Ship Duc de Choiseul, Jean Heraud, master, was carrying 200,000 livres tournois worth of goods pur-
chased “on Account and Risque of Congress.” NDAR 11: 894-95; Benjamin Franklin Papers 25: 494n. It
sailed from Quiberon Bay on 25 Feb. 1778 escorted by Continental Navy frigates Deane and Queen of France
and, on the first part of its voyage, by a French squadron commanded by Chef d’Escadre Chevalier de La

Motte-Picquet. Later, Duc de Choiseul became separated from the convoy. NDAR 11: 1000, 1001 7n; Benjamin
Franklin Papers 25: 494n.

JOURNAL OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL

[ Boston] Friday April 24™ 1778
Capt John Clouston’s Roll for service onboard the Brigantine Freedom!'
amounting to Nine hundred thirty six pounds sixteen shillings— Read & Allowed &
Ordered that Warrants be drawn on the Treasury in full discharge of each of the
foregoing Rolls— Warrants drawn accordingly—
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LB, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 22 (Council Records, Jan.—Oct., 1778), pp. 177-78. Marginal
note: “Cap* John Clouston/ £936..16/..—/War" £ —.”

1. Massachusetts Navy brigantine Freedom, Capt. John Clouston, commander, was taken by H.M. frigate
Apollo on 16 Sept. 1777. For more on its capture, see NDAR9: 932.

MINUTES OF THE PENNSYLVANIA SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

[Extract]
The Council met
Lancaster, Friday, April 24, 1778.
Present. His Excell> Tho* Wharton, junior, Esq®, President. Hon”* George Bryan,
Esqr¢, Vice President.— Joseph Hart, Esq®, Jonat™ Hoge, Esq®, James Edgar, Esq®,
Jacob Arndt, Esq® & Mackay Esq*

The Council taking into consideration the rations to be allowed to Commodore
Hazlewood, agreeable to their Letter to him of the 8" of January 1778,' Ordered,
That Commodore Hazlewood, be allowed Six Rations 3 Diem, from the time of his
appointment. . . .

D, PHarH, RG 27, Minute Books of the Supreme Executive Council, vol. 6: 259.
1. Commo. John Hazelwood commanded the Pennsylvania Navy. The letter referred to is above,
NDAR 11: 65-66.

JOURNAL OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS

[ York, Pa.] Friday, April 24, 1778

Resolved, That the Board of War be directed to take the most expeditious meas-
ures for transporting the public provisions and stores from the southern states, across
Chesapeake Bay or otherwise:

That it be recommended to the governments of the State of Maryland and of
Virginia, to permit the armed gallies belonging to their respective states, to be em-
ployed for the purpose above mentioned, at the continental expence; and that the
whole of the vessels so employed, be put under the command of a continental officer,
in order to prevent any ill consequences which may arise from a disputed command
betwixt the state officers:

That it be recommended to the government of the State of Pennsylvania, to fur-
nish the Board of War with as many sailors now employed in the service of their State
as they can spare, for the purpose of manning the Maryland and Virginia gallies, to
be employed in Chesapeake Bay:'

That the Marine Committee, and the Committee of Commerce, be directed to
co-operate with the Board of War in manning the gallies above mentioned.?

JCC 10: 385.

1. Charles Thomson, the Secretary of Congress, sent this portion of the resolve as an extract to
the Pennsylvania Supreme Executive Council. PHarH, RG 27, Executive Correspondence (loose)
of the Supreme Executive Council. See also, Continental Board of War to the Council, 29 Apr.,
below.

2. President of Congress Henry Laurens forwarded this resolution to Gov. Thomas Johnson, Jr., of
Maryland and Gov. Patrick Henry of Virginia in letters of 27 Apr. 1778. MdAA; DLC, Hamilton-McLane

Family Papers. As seen in Henry’s letter to Johnson of 10 Apr., above, the two states had already taken
steps to defend Chesapeake Bay.
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CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO NICHOLAS VAN DYKE

Sir [ York, Pa.] April 24th 1778
Captain Barry hath informed us that he hath appointed a M* Hall Agent in be-

half of the Continent for the Prizes he took in his Cruise on the Delaware, and that
when distribution should be made that M" Hall would deposit the Continental share
in your hands.! If that should be the case, and you should come to Congress soon,
we wish you would bring the Money with you, or otherwise transmit the same by a
Safe hand to the Navy Board at Baltimore.—? We are Sir [&c.]
LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fol. 143 (M332, roll 6). Addressed before opening:
“Nicholas Vandyke Esquire.”

1. In a letter to Capt. John Barry of 11 Mar., the Continental Marine Committee approved Barry’s
proposal to consult with Van Dyke, a delegate to Congress from Delaware, about the prizes and advised
Barry to put the disposition of them in the hands of Van Dyke “or any other person you may think proper.”

NDAR11: 604-5.
2. Van Dyke did not return to Congress until Nov.1778. Smith, Letters of Delegates 9: 273n.

JOURNAL OF THE MARYLAND COUNCIL

[Annapolis] Friday 24" April 1778

Whereas Capt. Brisson and Capt. Adilon the Commanders of two French armed
Vessels now lying at Baltimore' have represented to this Board that some of the
French Sailors shipped in Hispaniola in the said Vessels for the Voyage to be per-
formed to Hispaniola again have been enlisted into the Continental Service and that
People are indeavouring to prevail on others of the said Sailors to leave the said Ves-
sels and enter into the American Army as Substitutes— This Board are of Opinion
that any Sailors Subjects of the King of France or of any other Foreign Power who
belong to Vessels in our Ports and were engaged aboard to finish the voyage to any
foreign Port again ought not to be enlisted or taken from their Vessels without the
Captain’s Consent, and therefore require that none such be enlisted or taken from
their Vessels against the will of their Captains and to afford the effectual Encourage-
ment promised to Strangers as an Inducement to their coming and trading with us[.]
the Commanding Officer of any State Galley is hereby directed on the Request of
the said Capt. Brisson and Capt. Adilon to receive onboard his Galley any of the Crew
of the said Capt. Brisson or Capt Adilon, who are French Subjects shipped in the
Dominions of France that the said Captains shall respectively require and them se-
curely keep onboard such Galley in order that they may be again returned to the
Vessel to which they belong and Compelled to perform the Voyage according to their
Contract—?
D, MdAA, Governor and Council Proceedings, 3842, S1071-23, p. 203.

1. On 11 June, the council issued letters of marque to Pierre Adelon, of Bourdeaux, for the brig La
Comptesse Denery, and to Robert Brisson for the sloop Concord. MAAA, Governor and Council Proceedings,
3842, S1071-23, pp. 233-34.

2. On the same day, the Maryland Council wrote to Brig. Gen. Andrew Buchanan of the Maryland
militia, who was also County Lieutenant of Baltimore County, asking him to refuse for military service
any sailors recruited from vessels of those who were given “Promises of good Usage. . . to come amongst
us.” MdAA, Governor and Council (Letter Books) 1777-1779, S1075-6, 4007, p. 145, no. 182. The Council
also wrote Captains Bennett Matthews and Thomas Coursey of the Maryland Navy ordering that if those

captains had engaged for service any of Brisson’s or Adelon’s French sailors, they should “deliver them
up.” Ibid, no. 181.
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CAPTAIN BENJAMIN CALDWELL, R.N., TO VICE ADMIRAL VISCOUNT HOWE

Emerald, off the Tail of the Horse Shoe,
[entrance of Chesapeake Bay] 24™ April 1778.
My Lord,

On the 14™ Ins® the S* Albans Sailed from Hampton Road for New York, and left
the Jane Transport there under the protection of the Richmond, and at the same time
we were obliged to go to the Tangiers' for Water; where we arrived the 16™ Ins" and
found the Solebay® and Senegal nearly complete in their Water: The latter being com-
plete in her Water, the 18" I despatched her to the Otter,* at the Tail of the Horse
Shoe Shoal, and the former the 21%, and joined them at this anchorage this morning,
and received a Copy of Your Lordships letter to Captain Onslow® of the 12" Instant,
brought by the Prestons Tender,® (who went directly back,) which Captain Gidoin’
had lodged on board of the Otter for me.

My orders and Instructions from Captain Onslow are on board of the Richmond,
which to day as the Wind was, I have not been able to get, but hope I shall to Morrow.

Captain Squire had Orders from Captain Onslow, upon the Senegak joining him,
to proceed immediately to New York, as his Sloop has but One Anchor, and one
worne Cable; but Captain Gidoin thought it necessary he should stay untill my re-
turn, and as the Solebay has but two Anchors left, think the sooner the Otter goes to
refit the better, as her situation is such as to want immediate relief; and I have wrote
by her to Commodore Hotham?® for Anchors for the Solebay if an oppertunity offers,
directing Captain Squire to leave this letter, with any Kings Ship he may find at the
enterance of the Dellaware, and then to proceed to New York, in Order that Your
Lordship should be acquainted with the reasons of her leaving this, and of the Sole-
bay’s weakness in Anchors; and of the information I received the day before I left
the Tangiers, that there was an intention to attack this Ship, with Six Galleys,” or any
Ship that lay there by herself; three to come down the Sound, and three to go in at
the South enterance and to land Five hundred Men at the Watering place, to prevent
our Watering, and when we were gone, to harass the poor people that had brought
us any supply of Provision; and the morning we Sailed at the distance of about Five
Leagues South of the Tangiers, we saw three Galley’s, that had come down the Bay,
haul round the Tangier Shoal.— The Wind and Tide were both down the Bay, but
had it been otherwise, it would have been in vain, for us to have gone after them, as
they could have kept in Shoal Water; and the great Object here is to guard the en-
terance of the Bay, which I hope the four remaining Ships will effectually do. Permit
me to assure your Lordship, every effort of mine shall be exerted to do it: but as the
Ships may in future be prevented from Watering at the Tangiers, as they cannot lay
near enough to the Shore, to cover the watering,— thought it necessary Your Lord-
ship should early know the change that is likely to happen at that place. Nor should
I care to make a landing, (for the purpose of Watering or any other,) without express
Orders to do so.

I propose this Ship with the Richmond should take it in turns to lay in Hampton
Road, and the other Ships at the Tail of the Horse Shoe Shoal, and between that and
the Middle Ground.— The weather at present is unfavourab® for a Ship to lay off
Cape Charles, but next Month the Solebay and Senegal shall take it by turns to lay
there, then there will be two Ships at this Anchorage, and the fourth at Hampton
Road.
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I have the Honour of transmitting to Your Lordship the State and Condition of
the Ships here, excepting the Richmonds, which I could wish to have done, upon ac-
count of the Water, which is a serious Matter now, as we may be prevent® from getting
more at the Tangiers, but I don’t care to detain the Otter for fear of her parting, with
her only Anchor, as her Cable is not good.

Not having the particular account of all the Prizes taken since the S* Albans left
this, defer sending that Account until the next oppertunity. One French Brig has

been taken. I have the honour to be [&c.]
B.C.

LB, UKGrNMM, Benjamin Caldwell Papers, CAL/110, Letter Book (May 1776-June 1779), pp. 23-25.
Addressed at the bottom of first page “To/The Viscount/Howe.”

. That is, Tangier I., Va., Chesapeake Bay.

. H.M. frigate Solebay, Capt. Thomas Symonds, commander.

H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Senegal, Comdr. Anthony J. P. Molloy, commander.

H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Otter, Comdr. Matthew Squire, commander.

Capt. Richard Onslow commanding H.M.S. St. Albans. These orders have not been found.
. Sloop tender Hotham, Lt. Thomas Jolly, commander.

Capt. John Lewis Gidoin commanding H.M. frigate Richmond.

Commo. William Hotham, commanding the squadron at New York City.

. Probably Maryland Navy galleys.
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CAPTAIN BENJAMIN CALDWELL, R.N., TO COMMODORE WILLIAM HOTHAM, R.N.

Emerald, off the Tail of the Horse Shoe

Sir [entrance to Chesapeake Bay] 24™ April 1778.

The Otter' having but one Anchor left, I am obliged to send her to New York, for
others, the Solebay Captain Symonds? informs me by letter has but two Anchors, which
I acquainted You of by a letter gone in the Hotham Tender,” and Captain Molloy has
this day told me he is in want of two Cables.*

Should an oppertunity offer, You will please to send those Ships a Supply of these
Articles, and I shall hope the Otter will return here as soon as possible.

I have directed Captain Squire to leave a letter to my Lord Howe, on board some

Ship in the Dellaware in his way. I am [&c.]
B.C.

LB, UKGrNMM, Benjamin Caldwell Papers, CAL/110, Letter Book (May 1776-June 1779), p. 25. Ad-
dressed at the bottom “To/Commodore Hotham.”

1. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Otter, Capt. Matthew Squire, commander.

2. H.M. frigate Solebay, Capt. Thomas Symonds, commander.

3. See Caldwell to Hotham, 18 Apr., above. Sloop tender Hotham, Lt. Thomas Jolly, commander.

4. Comdr. Anthony James Pye Molloy, commanding H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Senegal.

‘WILLIAM BINGHAM TO THE CONTINENTAL COMMERCE COMMITTEE

(Quintriplicate.)
Gentlemen, Saint Pierre, Martinique, April 24™ 1778.—

I did myself the Honor of writing to you under Date of February 8" & 21*" Yes-
terday arrived here the Sloop Mesopotamia Capt: Briggs from George Town in South
Carolina with 18 Casks of Indico 56 whole & 41 half Barrels of Rice shipped by
Mess™ Livingston & Clarkson' on Account of the United States of America, which
I shall endeavor to dispose of to the best Advantage & Credit your Acco" with the
Nett Proceeds—
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Carolina Indico is so much out of Repute that it has become very unsaleable, &
the Price is consequently so low that it must turn out a most unprofitable Specula-
tion. Tobacco is the only Article of American Produce that affords a prospect of sav-
ing Remittances. It now sells currently at Livres 120 to 125.

The Idea of the extravagant Prices of Vessels, wherever this Article is to be pro-
cured is lost in the Consideration of of the substantial Profit that such Cargoes offer
when compared with the certain Loss upon Indico which cannot be less than 60 to
70%. Virginia Pilot Boats are the properest Vessels for the West India Trade. Some
of them are so burthensome as to carry 60 Hogsheads of Tobacco, & there is scarce
an Instant known of one of them being taken.

The maintenance of the Alfreds Officers & Sea-Men that have been released at
Barbadoes,—? the payment of the Passages of a Number that are daily arriving from
the different English Islands captured by the Enemy’s armed Vessels,—& the heavy
Expences attending the Sickness of a great part of them require very considerable
Funds. I look upon the mode of procuring them that I have often done myself the
Honor of pointing out to You to be the only effectual one that will answer, which is
to have a limited Credit upon the Honorable the Commissioners at Paris, which will
enable me to fulfil the Engagements I may be under the Necessity of entering into
on public Account. It will add great Facility to my Operations, & as a considerable
Loan has been negotiated in France upon the Credit of the United States I cannot
think there is any Impropriety in my Request. Perhaps you will agree with me that
due Honor & Punctuality should be paid to the Public Engagements here [as] well
as in France.?

I should be happy to receive an Answer to the Number of Letters that I have
done myself the Honor of writing to You from Time to Time, particularly to that of
December 28", concerning the Purchase of Muskets that have been a long Time en-
gaged on Public Account & which I would not chuse to forward until I secure Re-
mittances to pay for them.* I have the Honor to be [&c.]

W™ Bingham
LS, NjMoHP, Lloyd W. Smith Collection. Addressed at bottom of first page: “Honorable Secret Committee
of Congress—.” Addressed on separate sheet: “The Honorable/The Secret Committee of Congress,/York-
Town,/Pennsylvania.” Docketed: “William Bingham—S" Pierre/Martinique 24™ April 1778.”

1. Abraham Livingston and Levinus Clarkson were Continental agents for South Carolina.

2. Continental Navy ship Alfred, Capt. Elisha Hinman, commander, captured by H.M. frigate Ariadne,
Capt. Thomas Pringle, commander, and H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Ceres, Comdr. James Richard
Dacres, commander, on 9 Mar. See Journal of H.M. frigate Ariadne, 9 Mar. 1778. NDAR11: 575.

3. On 16 Apr., Congress passed a resolution authorizing Bingham to draw on the American Com-
missioners in France for up to “100,000 livres tournois.” JCC 10: 356.

4. James Lovell of the Committee for Foreign Affairs had written Bingham on 16 Apr. The letter is
printed in Smith, Letters of Delegates 9: 420-21.

April 25

MASTER’S JOURNAL OF H.M. ARMED BRIG CABOT, LIEUTENANT EDMUND DOD

April 1778
Saturday 25 Cape Negro [Nova Scotia] WBN Dist 10 Miles
at 4 AM Wore Ship at 5 D° Saw a Sail to the NE = Wore Ship &
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Gave chace & Set all Sails  at 9 the chace Hoisted Rebble Coulars
& fired a gun to Leward Which we Answered  at 10 D° the
Arburth[not]' got within Gun Shot of y¢ Chace and fired Several
Guns at 11y Chace Struck Sent the Boat on Board She proved
to be the York? a Reble Ship from Martinico Bound to Boston
Empl? Taking the prisoners on Board—

The Extrameties of the Land Bearing West to North
Moderate & Clear Sent an Officer & men on board to Carry in
the prise at 1 PM Made Sail the Arburthnot & York prise in Company
at 5 Saw a Sail to the Northward the Arburth[not] gave Chace Lay®
too for the York at9 Made Sail at 11 D° Joined the Arburthnot &
Chace the Chace proved to be a Schooner Belonging to Halifax?
Taken by the Resistance a Reble privateer of 14 guns*

D, UKLPR, Adm. 52/1636, part 3, fols. 40-41.

1. Schooner tender Arbuthnot was a tender of H.M. frigate Rainbow.

2. According to the libel entered by Lt. Dod on 30 Apr. in the Vice Admiralty Court of Nova Scotia,
the ship York, Barnard, master, was armed with 4 carriage guns and a number of swivel guns, and
manned by 17 seamen, owned in Martinique, and was on a voyage from Martinique to Boston with salt
and molasses. Alexander Brymer, of Halifax, claimed York, introducing evidence that it was the property
of Alexander Spurs & Co., of Glasgow, Scotland. He deposed that “said Ship on her Passage this Spring
from Glasgow loaded with Herring, Dry Goods, & 18 Horses, Bound to Barbados was taken by an Amer-
ican Privateer Brig called the Washington Mounting 18 Guns & Carried by them into Martinico, & that
the said Privateer was afterwards taken, when it Appeared by the Journal kept by the Privateer that they
had taken the Ship York four Days before.” Capt. Sir George Collier of H.M. frigate Rainbow, also claimed
a share in the ship York because Rainbow’s tender was present when it was captured. On 20 May the
judge decided York was a recapture and ordered it sold and the money paid into the hands of the Reg-
ister of the Vice Admiralty Court of Nova Scotia. CaNSHP, Vol. 496, Vice Admiralty Register, vol. 6
(1777-1782), 128-30.

3. Schooner Sally, master unknown, a recapture, owned by John Schoultz, on a voyage from Lunen-
burg to Liverpool, in ballast, sent into Halifax. Howe’s Prize List, 30 Oct. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols.
484-85.

4. The “Reble privateer” was the Continental Navy brigantine Resistance, Capt. Samuel Chew, com-
mander.

CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD OF THE EASTERN DEPARTMENT TO
CAPTAIN ABRAHAM WHIPPLE, CONTINENTAL NAVY

Navy Board Eastern Department
Sir Providence April 25" 1778—

We herewith deliver you your Orders to proceed with the Continental Ship
Providence under your Command to the first Port of Safety in France you will
strictly Observe them Directions—And whereas your Ship lays Blocked up by the
Enemies Ships in Providence River its very Necessary that you wait for and take the
Advantage of a Suitable and proper time to push out to Sea with a Brisk Wind in
the Night— We greatly depend and rely upon your Vigilance in improving the first
favourable Oppertunity and especially upon your Conduct8 this most important
service with prudence and spirit you must be sensible the Enemy are watching
your Motions which we hope will engage your Attention in preparing your Ship to
resist their utmost Efforts— You will be Careful to Observe and keep up strict dis-
cipline good Order & subordination with your Officers Seamen & Marines being
we Concieve the best method to preserve harmony on board your Ship. if any of
our Enemies should fall into y" hands you will treat them with humanity The
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Prizes you take during your Cruize must be Ordered to such ports of Safety where
you Apprehend they may with greatest Probability Arrive—Directing them to the
Care of the Continental Agents we wish you a Successful Cruize and are very Re-
spectfully, Sir [&c.]
William Vernon
behalf Navy Board
Eastrn Department

L, MiU-C, Abraham Whipple Papers, Letter Book (1778), p. 1. Addressed at foot: “To/Abraham Whipple
Esq'/Comm? Ship Providence.”

GOVERNOR NICHOLAS COOKE OF RHODE ISLAND TO COLONEL WILLIAM BARTON,
RHODE ISLAND STATE TROOPS

State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.
Sir, In Council of War. Providence April 25" 1778.

You being intrusted with the Care of a Cartel Vessel to carry Supplies to the Pris-
oners in Newport, are to proceed there as soon as possible, and proceed in all Re-
spects agreeable to a Resolve of this Council; on your Arrival at the first Ship you are
to apply to the Commanding Officer, for Liberty to proceed to Newport, and on your
Arrival there, you are to apply to General Pigot,' for Liberty to visit the Prison Ships,
Goal, Hospitals, and all other Places where any of our Prisoners may be confined
and you are to distribute the Refreshments you may carry with you amongst the Pris-
oners, in such Quantities as you in your Discretion shall think proper; you are to
make all the Dispatch you can in executing this Business, and to return as soon as
possible.?

You are to take Care to preserve the Character of the Flag, by avoiding every Act
inconsistent with the constant Usage in such Cases, and the strictest Honor. I am Sir
[&c.]

Nich* Cooke
L, RHi, Rhode Island Historical Society Manuscripts, vol. 3, p. 47, no. 551. Addressed below close: “Colo.
William Barton.” Barton was colonel of Stanton’s Regiment, Rhode Island State Troops.

1. Maj. Gen. Sir Robert Pigot.

2. Barton arrived at Newport on 28 Apr. and was accompanied by a vigilant British officer on a short

visit to American prisoners in the provost. He was ordered by Pigot to return up Narragansett Bay the
same day. Mackenzie, Diary 1: 271-72.

THE PROVIDENCE GAZETTE; AND COUNTRY JOURNAL
SATURDAY, APRIL 25, 1778

PROVIDENCE, April 25.

Tuesday Morning last, on receiving the very interesting Intelligence from France
inserted in this Day’s Gazette,' Thirteen Cannon were discharged at the Battery on
Fox-Point, and a like Number on board the ProvidenceFrigate.? At Sunset the Salutes
were repeated, followed by a Feu de Joy from Col. Tillinghast’s Artillery Company,® a
Detachment of Col. Elliott’s Regiment,* and Captain Keene’s Company of Militia.

Saturday last a Sloop of 80 Tons Burthen, laden with Coal, and bound from Hal-
ifax to Newport, was taken by two Boats from Pawcatuck River, and carried into a
safe Harbour.
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1. This “Intelligence” was news of the signing of the preliminary Treaties of Alliance and of Amity
and Commerce with France. A copy of the treaties, carried by Simeon Deane, arrived on 13 Apr. at Fal-
mouth, Me., in the French Navy frigate Sensible.

2. Continental Navy frigate Providence, Capt. Abraham Whipple, commander.

3. Col. Thomas Tillinghast, Rhode Island Militia.

4. Col. Robert Elliot, Rhode Island State Artillery.

JOURNAL OF RHODE ISLAND NAVY SCHOONER-RIGGED ARMED GALLEY SPITFIRE,
CAPTAIN JOSEPH CRANDALL

April 1778 Remarks at Tiverton [R.1.]
Satureday 25™ This 24 Hours pleasant Weather, wind at NW. Rec* an order from,
General Sullivan' to move the Galley up to the Mouth of Fall River,
Watch the motion of all the Boats & not Let any pass except o[n]
order from proper Authority. inployed in wooding, watering, & Git-
ing Ready for Sailing, Rec* of M" Commissary Childs 56™ w' Pork
D, UKLPR, H.CA. 32/455/1.

1. Maj. Gen. John Sullivan, Continental Army, who had recently been appointed to command the
troops in Rhode Island.

JOURNAL OF H.M. ARMED BRIG DILIGENT, LIEUTENANT THOMAS FARNHAM

April 1778 De [S. Pt of Hart Island EbN % Cables Length]

Saturday 26
Do Wt [Mod" Breezes & Fair] at 10 AM weighd & Maid Sail
Workind to Eward

Tinicock Point! EbS %2 a Mile

D° W" with Frequent Calms at 4 PM Fired 2. 3 p™ Shotted at a
Small Rebell Schooner which we Chaced into Rye Creek D° Came
too Small Br. in 2 f™ in the Mouth of s Creek and Got a Spring on
the Cable & fired 60. 3 p™ Shotted at the Scooner. at 6 Sent too
Boats armed to Destroy her but they Returned without having
Efected it at 7 weighd & towed out at 9 Came too S" B* in the
Entrance of Hamstead?

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/4163.

1. That is, Matinecock Point, Long Island.
2. That is, Hempstead, N.Y.

MAJOR GENERAL MARQUIS DE LAFAYETTE, CONTINENTAL ARMY, TO
GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON

[Extract]

....2%I Confess the taking of philadelphia is the most agreable idea I can form—
we send the ennemy out of two very disafected states— we begin the Campaign in the
most shigirg schining way— we make the best possible effect both in europe and in
America— but that enterprise is a very dangerous one— we must have at least twenty
thousand good Continental troops and about the same number of militia volonteers
&c we must be very depending upon our troops, for in every Case, or we must storm
strong fortifications or we must separate our forces two very dangerous Steps
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The taking of those redoubts and pallissades by regular approches do not seem
to me Eligible, then or we must storm the place or we must shut the communications

of the ennemy.

For the latter enterprize I understand there is one thing single place where large
vessels Can be prevented from Coming up'—billinsport—then the fort schould be
taken, batterys erected into it and ten thousand good troops left in the jerseys to
support those batterys— some thing Could be sunk in the chanal as chevaux de
frize.?

but we prevent only the men of war from reaching philadelphia. transports may
be sent by the other side of long island unless batterys be erected on tynicum island?
which is not an easy work and a large body left there to support them— one other
army schould be betwen the Schuillchyll* and the delaware which would keep in
echec the Present forces of the Ennemy— how far that project may prouve useful I
am very far from asCertaining in my own mind, and speack only of it as the only way
I know to embarass the communications of the ennemy. . . . With the greatest respect
I have the honor to be [&c.]

The M™ de lafayette
Valley forge Camp 25" april 1778
L, DLC, George Washington Papers, Series 4. A reply to Washington’s “Questions for the Consideration
of the General Officers,” 20 Apr. 1778. Ibid. In his “Questions,” Washington asked the officers to consider
three options for the 1778 campaign: attacking Philadelphia, attacking New York, or remaining in a for-
tified camp until the enemy began operations and then acting accordingly.

1. Delaware River.

2. The Americans had used chevaux de frise in their defense of the Delaware River in 1777. Some of
the spike-tipped barriers were still in the river at the time Lafayette wrote this letter and were a hazard to
navigation.

3. By “long island,” Lafayette presumably meant Billings Island; “tynicum island” was Tinicum Island,
which lay below Billings Island and Billingsport.

4. That is, Schuylkill River, which flowed west of Philadelphia and entered the Delaware River just
above Billingsport.

WILLIAM ELLERY TO WILLIAM VERNON

Dear Sir, York Town [Pa.] April 25™ 1778

Iam now to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 4™ of March and the fourth
of this month.

The Bostorn hath on board a pretious cargoe.! May she carry it safe to France!
The Enemies ships do indeed swarm in the Seas of America and Europe; but hitherto
only one of our Frigates hath been captured on the Ocean. Two have been burned
in North River, two sunk in Delaware, one captured there, and one in Chesapeak.?
The Alfred we are just informed was taken on her passage home by two frigates in
sight of the Rawleigh. The particulars of this capture and why she was not supported
by the Rawleigh we are ignorant of. I hope Cap'. Thompson is not culpable.? I enter-
tain a high opinion of him. The Columbus is a trifling Loss,* and I should not much
lament the Loss of the Alfred if her brave Captain, Officers and men were not in the
hands of a cruel enemy. Our little fleet is very much thinned. We must contrive some
plan for catching some of the Enemy’s Frigates to supply our Losses; but we must
take care not to catch tartars. It is reported that Cap'. Biddle of the Randolph, in an
engagement with a sixty gun ship, was blown up.” We have been so unfortunate that
I am apt to believe almost any bad news; but this report I cannot believe. I fear for
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the Providence. I know but little respecting her captain, and only one of her
other officers.®

General Burgoyne and his family are allowed by Congress to go to Britain on
their parole,” and Co'. Anstruther to Rhode-Island to solicit an exchange between
himself and Co'. Ethan Allen, if an exchange of the latter for L. Co'. Campbell should
not be agreed, which is the case; so that Anstruther must return on his parole.® I
know nothing about the Hessian Officers you speak of, but presume they had per-
mission to go to Newport from proper Authority.

I am sorry to hear that we are so much neglected by our Sister States, and hope
that the arrival of the new General will be attended with favorable circumstances.’
He is an officer of Spirit and I trust will take due care of the State and the tories.
When Thomas Cranston Esq came off the Island, he played the hypocrite so artfully
as to induce some people to believe that he had changed his principles.'’ I wrote to
one whose credulity was imposed upon by him my Sentiments on the occasion.
Sooner will an AEthiopian change his Skin or a Leopard his spots, than Tories will
become Whigs. I am told that he came from Newport to make a conveyance of his
Estate to his son, it may be so, but such a fraudulent conveyance will not I trust pro-
tect it from confiscation. The ten other infamous scoundrels you have given me the
list of I never had the dishonour to be acquainted with. I am of your opinion that
some persons of consequence in the Towns of S. and N. Kingstown are busy in
procuring men for Whitmore’s regiment, and by proper management it may be, if
true, fully known." The way might be this. Let Gen'. Sullivan bribe some artful per-
sons who are connected or will connect themselves with those who are supposed to
be disaffected in said or any other towns to converse with them on the subject of our
political disputes, and fall in with their sentiments, in this way they may become ac-
quainted with the principals among the Tories, and after having obtained sufficient
proof to convict them they may be dragged forth to public view and receive the pun-
ishment which such perfidious miscreants deserve. A plan of this kind was success-
fully executed in the State of New York, and cannot fail of success in any state
provided proper persons are employed. It is of great importance that the Tories
should be known not only to prevent the mischief they may do, but that the States
where they lurk may have their Estates to enable them to discharge the debt con-
tracted by a war which they have encouraged, and are still supporting by every means
in their power, against their country. If you approve of the measure I have hinted
for detecting our internal secret enemies I hope you will mention it to General Sul-
livan.

If it should be thought proper to have an addition of one to your Board, it would
have more weight coming from the board than from a member in his private capac-
ity, and I don’t know any Gentleman who would be more agreeable to Congress than
M. Whipple.'?

We have nothing new, but a melancholy account of the Randolph’s blowing up
in an engagement with a fifty gun ship. It is supposed that every Soul perished.

Inclosed is the last York paper which contains weighty manoeuvres.'” It ought
to be immediately reprinted in Providence. you will therefore deliver it to the Printer
so soon as you shall have read it.

I am with great Respect

Y™ William Ellery
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[Addressed] William Vernon Esq, Providence, Rhode Island. “Papers of William Vernon and the Navy
Board,” pp. 237-39.

1. Continental frigate Boston, Capt. Samuel Tucker, commander, carried John Adams to France to
serve as an American commissioner to the French court.

2. The Continental frigates referred to here, in order of mention, were: Hancock, Congress, Montgomery,
Washington, Effingham, Delaware, and Virginia.

3. On the capture of Alfred and the actions of the Continental frigate Raleigh and its captain, Thomas
Thompson, during that capture, see James Warren to John Gill, 20 Apr., above.

4. On the destruction of the Continental ship Columbus, Capt. Hoysteed Hacker, commander, which
was forced ashore on Point Judith, R.I., by a British naval force on the night of 27-28 Mar., see Capt.
Walter Griffith, R.N., to Vice Adm. Viscount Howe, 28 Mar. 1778. NDAR 11: 815-16. As seen at William
Vernon to the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept., 25 Mar., Columbus carried no stores, only
four swivel guns, and a skeleton crew. NDAR 11: 786-87.

5. On the destruction of the Continental frigate Randolph, Capt. Nicholas Biddle, commander, during
its engagement with H.M.S. Yarmouth, a 64-gun warship, see NDAR 11: 683-84.

6. Continental frigate Providence, Capt. Abraham Whipple, commander, was then blockaded in Nar-
ragansett Bay.

7. Maj. Gen. John Burgoyne had been captured with his army at Saratoga in October 1777.

8. Col. John Anstruther, 62d Regiment of Foot; on 9 May 1778, Lt. Col. Ethan Allen, Green Mountain
Boys, was exchanged for Lt. Col. Archibald Campbell, 71st Regiment of Foot.

9. The “new General” was Maj. Gen. John Sullivan who had been appointed commander of Conti-
nental troops in Rhode Island on 10 Mar. by Gen. Washington. Fitzpatrick, GW Papers 11: 57-58.

10. Thomas Cranston was the former speaker of the Rhode Island General Assembly. In December
1777, the assembly had ordered that Cranston, a Loyalist who had lately “come off” the British held “island
of Rhode Island,” be examined by the Rhode Island Council of War. After a short confinement, he was
allowed in May 1778 to live on his son’s farm in North Kingstown and the following year was permitted
to travel freely in the American-held parts of the state. John R. Bartlett, ed., Records of the State of Rhode
Island and Providence Plantations in New England, vols. 8-10 (Providence: Cooke, Jackson & Co., 1863-65),
8: 344, 397-98, 557.

11. This was probably The Loyal New Englander Regiment, whose commander was Lt. Col. George
Wrightman.

12. See also Ellery to William Whipple, immediately above.

13. The newspaper has not been found.

‘WiLLIAM ELLERY TO WILLIAM WHIPPLE

Dear Sir, York-Town April 25" 1778

I am to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 6™ Instant.—

Very happily for us the Flamand is not at our expence while she lies in
Portsmouth, however that hath not prevented the Committee of commerce from
doing every thing in their power to dispatch her.—' The demand of money for the
great departments?® of the army have been so large and frequent as to prevent our
supplying the navy board agreeably to our wishes.— We have lately procured war-
rants upon the Loan-offices in N. Hampshire, Massachusetts and Connecticut, and
have desired the Navy-board to give M* Langdon his share of them.? The Want of
Money and the improbability of getting hands for the 74 if she were built hath oc-
casioned us to order the building of her to be stopped; these reasons and the block-
ade of Chesapeak hath caused to cease building the Ships in Virginia.* Could you
have thought it>— The keel, stem, & stern post of one of those frigates are but fixed,
and the other is not have [half] finished notwithstanding the Carpenters have been
employed about them upwards of a twelve month.— If we were disposed to build a
navy and were to procede at this slow rate, and the enemy were to continue to cap-
ture and force us to destroy our frigates as they have done for a twelve month past
it seems to me we should never have so many frigates afloat as there are States in
the Union.— You have heard of the Loss of the Virginia and how it was occasioned.’
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It would give me pain to repeat it. The destruction of the Columbusis a trifling affair;
nor should I much regret the Loss of the Alfred, if her officers and men were not in
the possession of the enemy.—® Cap" Thompson was in sight when the Alfred was
taken by two Frigates— I shall suspend my Judgment on this matter until I know
the particulars.—’

I received a letter lately from M" Vernon in which he mentions that an addi-
tion of one should be made to the Navy board, and you as a suitable person.® I
have wrote to him that such a proposal would come with greater weight and pro-
priety from the Navy board than from him in his private capacity, and desired him
if the board thought it proper, to mention to them to propose it to the marine
committee.—

Your state have shamefully neglected sending forward a representation. I imag-
ined when you knew what happen’d last June by Rhode-Island not being represented
you would have pointed out a measure to prevent such an evil happening by your
State.—? One of the most important affairs is now on the carpet; that of a military
establishment of half pay for Life for such military commissioned officers as shall be
in the service at the end of the war, and N. Hampshire unrepresented.— When it
was known that the old members could not continue to act until the new ones arrived
the latter ought to have been order’d on in Season.—

M Burgoyne and his Suite had Leave from Congress to go to Britain on pa-
role.—"'" Gen" Lee is paroled for Gen" Prescot, and was here a few days since.—!' The
Cartel hath broke off on Gen" Howes refusing to pledge the public faith for the per-
formance of what should be stipulated.— The Epilogue would have pleased me bet-
ter, if the praise had been more judiciously bestowed.—'? The Name of the Marquis
de la Fayette is printed wrong.— It will be reprinted here, and the name printed
right.—"

This will be accompanied by Lord Norths new conciliatory Speech, two Drafts of
Bills, with remarks thereon by Congress, and a Certificate from William Tryon.—'"
Our enemies are endeavouring to accomplish that by their insidious Arts which they
have not been able to effect by their Arms. We are counteracting them.

Last evening we received the melancholy news of the Randolph Cap" Biddle
blowing up in an engagement with a fifty-Gun ship.—'® Our little fleet diminishes
fast.— We must contrive some how or other to catch some of the Frigates. Can you
tell us how to do it?— Our small Vessells I think are the most successful. Instead of
looking up to 74 Gun-Ships, we should look down to swift sailing 10 or 12 Gun
Sloops.

I have only time to add that I am with great esteem [&c.]

William Ellery
PS Give my Regards to M" Stevens, Gen" Folsom and D~ Stiles if he should be at
Portsmouth.'®

L, Private Collection, John F. Reed (King of Prussia, Pa., 1980). Docketed: “W Ellery Esq".” Ellery was a
delegate from Rhode Island to the Continental Congress.

1. For more on Flamand, see NDAR11: 765 and n. On the Continental Commerce Committee’s desire
to “dispatch” Flamand, see Continental Marine Committee to the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern
Dept., 23 Feb. 1778. NDAR 11: 410-12.

2. The quartermaster and commissary departments.

3. See Continental Marine Committee to the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept., 6 Apr.,
above.

4. On the decision to halt construction on the 74-gun ship America, see ibid. It was later decided to
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alter the design and construct a 56-gun ship. See Journal of the Continental Congress, 29 May, below. On
the decision to halt construction of frigates in Virginia, see Continental Marine Committee to David Stod-
der, 11 Apr., above.

5. On the capture of Continental frigate Virginia, see Capt. James Nicholson to the Continental Ma-
rine Committee, 2 Apr., above.

6. On the destruction of the Continental frigate Columbus, which was forced ashore off Point Judith,
R.I, by a British naval force on the night of 27-28 Mar., see Capt. Walter Griffith, R.N., to Vice Adm. Vis-
count Howe, 28 Mar. 1778, above. NDAR 11: 815-16. As seen at William Vernon to the Continental Navy
Board of the Eastern Dept., 25 Mar. 1778, Columbus carried no stores, only four swivel guns, and a skeleton
crew. NDAR11: 786-87. On the capture of Continental ship Alfied, see James Warren to John Gill, 20 Apr.,
above.

7. See James Warren to John Gill, 20 Apr., above, for more on the actions of Capt. Thomas Thompson
when Alfred was captured.

8. The letter from William Vernon, a member of the Continental Navy Board for the Eastern Dept.,
has not been found.

9. Ellery seems to be referring to Congress’s confirmation of Maj. Gen. Philip Schuyler as northern
military commander on 22 May 1777. Had Rhode Island, which was hostile to Schuyler, been represented
and cast a negative vote, Schuyler’s appointment would have been blocked. JCC 8: 375; James Lovell to
Maj. Gen. Horatio Gates, 22 May 1777, Smith, Letters of Delegates, 7: 105-6.

10. Maj. Gen. John Burgoyne was captured with his army at Saratoga in October 1777.

11. Maj. Gen. Charles Lee, Continental Army, was captured by the British in December 1776; Brig.
Gen. Richard Prescott was British commander at Newport, R.I., before his capture in July 1777.

12. On the failure of negotiations for a cartel concerning prisoners of war, see Samuel Chase to Gov.
Thomas Johnson, Jr., 20 Apr., above. By the “Epilogue,” Ellery seems to have referred to Congress’s reso-
lution praising Washington’s commissioners on the conduct of the negotiations. JCC 10: 370-71.

13. Ellery may have been referring to the role Lafayette played in a conference with the Indian tribes
on the New York frontier in early Mar. 1778. A treaty was signed and Indian attacks against American set-
tlements ceased, at least temporarily. See, “Memoir of 1779, Lafayette Papers 1: 247-49.

14. Ellery undoubtedly enclosed a handbill containing a copy of the conciliatory address of 19 Feb.
1778 of Lord North and two proposed bills that codified those concessions as well as a “certificate,” issued
on 15 Apr. by William Tryon, the royal governor of New York, attesting to the authenticity of the concil-
iatory proposal. Ellery to Gov. Nicholas Cooke, 25 Apr., Smith, Letters of Delegates, 9: 486. Congress’s re-
sponse to the British conciliatory proposal, written by delegates Gouverneur Morris, William Henry
Drayton, and Francis Dana, was published in the Pennsylvania Gazette on 24 Apr. 1778.

15. On the destruction of the Continental frigate Randolph, Capt. Nicholas Biddle, commander, dur-
ing its engagement with H.M.S. Yarmouth, a 64-gun ship, Capt. Nicholas Vincent, commander, see NDAR
11: 683-84.

16. That is, Nathaniel Folsom, Dr. Ezra Stiles, and probably Benjamin Stevens, a Portsmouth
merchant.

CAPTAIN ANDREW SNAPE HAMOND, R.N., TO LIEUTENANT JOHN HOLLOWAY, R.N.

Roebuck at Philadelphia
Sir, the 25" April 1778.

I am Commanded by the Admiral’ to Signify his Directions to you, to take under
your Convoy the Transports and Victuallers named in the Margin,? together with
such Private Vessels as appear to have proper Permission to depart; and proceed with
them as expeditiously as possible to New York; where You are to follow the directions
of Commodore Hotham? for your further proceedings. I am &ca

A.S. Hammond
LB, ViU, Hamond Papers, Letter Book (1778-1779). Addressed below close: “Lieu" John Holloway—
Thames—.”
1. Vice Adm. Viscount Howe.
2. In the margin: “Transports Echo. Betsey & Polly. Sally. Minerva. York. Quebec. Batchelor. Jeany. Terrible
Christian. Dorothy. Molly. Malaga. Peggy. Mermaid. Peggy. Union Two Brothers. Union. Lord Howe. Esk. Thames.

Victuallers Adamant. Blessing. Woodlands.”
3. Commo. William Hotham.
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JOURNAL OF THE VIRGINIA NAVY BOARD

[ Williamsburg] Saturday the 25th day of April 1778.—
Present.

Mr Hutchings, Mr Travis, Mr Archer, and Mr Lewis—
Ordered that the Keeper of the public Magazine, deliver to Captain Eliezer Callender
twenty five Cartouch Boxes, and such Lead as he may have Occasion for, for the use
of the ship Dragon.—

Ordered that the Keeper of the public Magazine, deliver to Captain Richard Taylor
twenty cartouch Boxes for the use of the ship Tartar—

Cornelius De Forrest appeared in person before the Board and engaged to furnish
for the use of the Navy twenty five thousand pounds of good sweet ship Bread at
thirty shillings per hundred, and four shillings for the Barrels; if they are not wanting
he engages to take them back; the Bread to be deliverd when called for; he also en-
gages to deliver fifty pounds of white Bread to every thousand pound of the other
kind at the same price.—!

Ordered that Captain Taylor and Callender have leave of absence from the naval serv-
ice of this State for eight days, commencing from Tuesday the twenty eighth instant.—

John Hutchings esquire, this day resigned his Seat at the Navy Board.—

DS, Vi, Navy Board Journal, pp. 386-87.
1. That same day, the board directed De Forrest to deliver nine thousand “weight” of bread to the
ships Tartar and Dragon. Vi, Navy Board Journal, p. 387.

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE SEAFORD, CAPTAIN JOHN COLPOYS

April 1778 At Sea
Saturday 25"  Mod" and fair W At 9 AM. Saw a Sail in the NE Gave chace
“[At Sea]

Ditto W At 4 PM fired 4 Shot bro* too a Sloop from Boston for His-
paniola—' Exchang’d the Prisoners
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/880, part 3.
1. Sloop Betsey, Thomas Paine, master, with a cargo of “lumber, &c.” “A List of Vessels taken by the

Squadron under the Command of Admiral Young at Barbados & the Leeward Islands 16th June 1778,”
UKLPR, Adm. 1/310.

GOVERNOR JOHN DALLING OF JAMAICA TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN

(N°18.)

My Lord, Jamaica 25" April 1778
The Grenuville Pacquet is just arrived but without her Mail, which she has lost in

consequence of having had an engagement with a Rebel Privateer, a Shot from whom

cut the Slings to which it was fastened;' I am every hour in expectation of receiving

the Duplicates of her dispatches from your Lordship, which I take for granted will

be on board the Ships of War convoying the London Fleet.
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The North side of this Island has hitherto been much exposed to the depreda-
tions of Privateers fitted out by the Rebels themselves, or by persons in the French
Islands using Commissions of the North-american Congress, in the latter case, both
Officers and men have consisted of Foreigners, French, and Spaniards, and of Mu-
lattoes and Negroes belonging to the Island of Curacoa.— Many small Vessels have
been taken; and the Inhabitants much alarmed and injured.

To remedy this evil, I consulted with Sir Peter Parker, and proposed that Beacons
should be erected on some of the head-lands along the Northern Coast, as signals
to His Majesty’s Ships, which may be cruizing on that side of the Island, when ever a
suspicious Vessel should appear in sight; which he has approved of; these signals will,
at the same time, give the alarm to the small Coasters, the Merchant Ships in the dif-
ferent Ports, and the Inhabitants on Shore. A Frigate is intended to lay as frequently
as possible in the Harbour of Port Antonio, while one or two smaller Vessels are con-
stantly cruizing on the Northern Coast; by these means not only the Ships that may
be lading for Great Britain, but the Commerce, so necessary to be carried on about
the whole Island, will be facilitated and secured.—

It is with particular satisfaction I can assure your Lordship that, from Sir Peter
Parker’s Character, and what he has already done, the People have conceived the
highest expectations that he will adopt and forward every measure that may tend to
the protection of this Island, and I flatter myself that our united endeavours, for the
attainment of that important end, will be acceptable to His Majesty.—

With equal Satisfaction I can acquaint your Lordship that, by a Continuance of
favorable Seasons, and by importation, such is the plenty of every kind of Provisions
here, that I have been Petitioned to take off the Embargo imposed at the be begin-
ning of the present Rebellion. But before I acquiesce to such a request shall obtain
from the different Parishes an exact state of the Provisions imported within a certain
space of time, as well as what may now remain on hand, and act accordingly. I have
the honor to be [&c.] John Dalling
L, UKLPR, C.O. 137/73, fols. 143—44. Addressed at foot of first page: “The Right Honorable/Lord George
Germain &° &° &°.” Docketed: “Jamaica 25" April 1778./Governor Dalling/ (N> 18.) /R, 16" July.”

1. On the engagement between H.M. Post Office packet boat Grenville, Capt. William Kempthorne,

commander, and Continental Navy brigantine Resistance, Capt. Samuel Chew, commander, see NDAR 11:
623-24, 810-11.

April 26 (Sunday)

MASTER’S JOURNAL OF H.M. ARMED BRIG CABOT, LIEUTENANT EDMUND DOD

April 1778 The Extrameties of the Land [ Nova Scotia] Bearing from
Sunday 26 West to North
at 4 AM Saw a brigg in the SW Quarter Standing to the Westward
made the Signal & gave chace Light airs the Chace bore away
the Schooner' made the Signal for an Enemy  Continued our
Chace thick Fogg and Calm Employed with Our Sweeps Saw
the Chace Distance 2 Miles—
Cleared up alittle saw the Land Bearing NW Dist 5 or 6 leag*



196 AMERICAN THEATER

Light Airs & Thick fogg hear the Report of Several Guns from the
Schooner which She fired as a Signal Every time She Saw the chace
at 2 Sprung up a Breeze Saw the Chace a head at 3 D° Cleard up
Saw the Chace bring too  Sent the Boat on Board found her? to
be from Nance in france as they Said Bound to Santlemingo but
finding a grate Quantity of Sea & Soldiers Cloathing on board Sent
an Off" and hands on board to Carrie her into Halifax at 5 PM
made Sail the Arburthnot & three prises® in Company
D, UKLPR, Adm. 52/1636, part 3, fols. 40—41.

1. Schooner tender Arbuthnot.

2. According to the libel filed in the Vice Admiralty Court of Nova Scotia on 30 Apr., Les Deux Amis
was a brigantine, H. F. Charlemeaux, master, on a voyage from Nantes to Saint Domingue, with salt, canvas
and tea, mounting 2 carriage guns and swivels, and manned by nineteen French and one New England
seamen. On 20 May, Capt. Sir George Collier of H.M. frigate Rainbow claimed a share of the prize because
his tender, Arbuthnot, was present at the time of capture. This claim led the judge to postpone judgment.

CaNSHP, Vol. 496, Vice Admiralty Register, vol. 6 (1777-1782), p. 127.
3. Ship York, brigantine Les Deux Amis and schooner Sally.

CAPTAIN ABRAHAM WHIPPLE, CONTINENTAL NAVY, TO MAJOR GENERAL JOHN SULLIVAN,
CONTINENTAL ARMY

On Board Ship Providence April 26" 1778—
Sir [ Providence, R.1.]

A Number of Men from the New Hampshire Forces having presented them-
selves to enter on board my Ship, I have given them some encouragement, but since
Understanding, there is an Express Order of Congress, which forbids the enlisting
of any of the Troops who are engaged for a Years Service, and not being certain
whether there is such an Order, I would beg leave to ask your Excellencys Opinion;1
if so shall give no further encouragement, otherwise on the Receit of the Answer to
this, shall enter those who may Offer, without further Delay. I have the honour to be
[&c.]

Abraham Whipple
L, MHi, John Sullivan Papers. Addressed below close: “His Excll> M. G. Sullivan.” Docketed: “Captain
Whipple/to/Gen' Sullivan/26 April 1778.”
1. In his reply, Sullivan wrote that he had never been informed of the troops’ arrival, confirmed that

Congress had forbidden enlisting such men, and thanked Whipple for his “Caution.” MiU-C, Abraham
Whipple Papers, Letter Book (1778), p. 2.

JOURNAL OF RHODE ISLAND NAVY SCHOONER-RIGGED ARMED GALLEY SPITFIRE,
CAPTAIN JOSEPH CRANDALL

April 1778 Remarks at Tiverton [R.1.]

Sunday 26™ First part this 24 Hours Calm Latter part wind at SW., Came to sail
at 1. oClock AM from Howland[‘s] Ferry & stood up the River,' at
3 AM, Came to at Singal Anchor,? Brought Two Boat, Commanded
by Jn° Anthony, (with a pass,) also several Small ones,— Examine’d
them & Let them know our Orders and then dismist them again

D, UKLPR, H.CA. 32/455/1.

1. Pocasset River, R.1.
2. Marginal notation at this point: “Fall River.”
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MASTER’S JOURNAL OF H.M. ARMED GALLEY DEPENDENCE, LIEUTENANT JAMES CLARK

April 1778 Phillipsborough [N.Y.] SEYS. V4 mile,

Sunday 26" at 5 AM. weighed & made Sail, at 10 AM. fired one 4 P" round Shott
at a party of Rebells, who fired on board of us—

Dobbs Ferry SSE. 2. miles

Do W" [Moderate & fair] at 3 P.M. anchored with the best bower in
7 - Wt veer’d to ¥4 Cable—Spiting devil Creek SEBS.! 1% miles,
found riding here H: M: Ship Tartar & Crane Galley.?

D, UKLPR, Adm. 52/1694.

1. That is, Spuyten Duyvil Creek, N.Y., which connects the Hudson and Harlem Rivers.
2. H.M. frigate Tartar, Capt. Cornthwaite Ommanney, commander; H.M. armed galley Crane.

BARON VON STEUBEN, CONTINENTAL ARMY, TO HENRY LAURENS,
PRESIDENT OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS

Hon"* Sir Camp, Valley forge [Pa.], April 26™ 1778
I have had the honor to write to Your Excellency on Acct of Capt Landais,' a
brave and Experienced Officer in The French Service. I am very glad That you are
able to Judge yourself of his merit and Abilities, and I am Sure that you will Soon be
convinced that he does not fall Short of the picture I have made of him. When you
have heard him, and read the papers he will produce to you, you will think it a real
advantage for America, to possess Such a deserving Officer. The Interest I take to
any Thing that regards your Nation, makes me wish that this Officer be imployed So
as to afford Honor to him, and Advantage to the Country. But I am perswaded that
his own Merit will be a Stronger Recommendation for him, than any thing I could
Say to Your Excellency in his favor; I Shall therefore leave it to your prudence to
Judge of his Abilities, and to deal accordingly I have the honor to be [&c.]
Steuben
L, ScU, South Caroliniana Library. Docketed: “Baron Steuben/26 Ap. 1778 Rec® 4 May/N° 4.” At the time
of this letter, Steuben was acting as volunteer inspector general. On 5 May, the Continental Congress ap-

pointed him major general and inspector general. Heitman, Register.
1. Capt. Pierre Landais, Continental Navy.

TIMOTHY PICKERING, JR., TO JOHN PICKERING, JR.

[Extract]
Dear Brother, York Town [Pa.] April 26. 1778.

I rec® your favour & brother Williams’s' by Millet.? I have not time now to write
you both, nor is it necessary. I am very glad to find our state® have taken measures
for importing many necessary articles for war. I have the satisfaction to inform you
that Congress (or their secret committee) have entered into some kind of contract
with a french gentleman (now here) who is fully authorized to engage in his part, to
supply the United States with goods & military stores to any amount whatever.* Our
credit is to be unlimited. In consequence of this an estimate will be laid before Con-
gress to-morrow of every necessary for the campaign of 1779. So that if with what we
now have and expect, added to such parts of the present estimate as may arrive in
the fall or fore part of winter, we can get thro’ the present campaign, we can want
for nothing in 1779.
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Our naval affairs have been conducted shockingly. You will see by the papers
how foolishly the Virginia was lost.—? The Randolph, Capt Biddle has been blown up
in an engagement with a large ship, in the west Indies. This misfortune is deeply to
be regretted; for Biddle was an excellent & amiable man, and accomplished naval
commander.® From all thatI can learn, the conduct of the other commanders of our
frigates has been generally shamefully bad. Biddle had three armed vessels his con-
sorts, had drawn them up in good order, but had not been engaged above 12 minutes
before he blew up. He had disabled the enemy so much that the others made their
escape. . . . Farewell

Tim. Pickering jun”
L, MHi, Timothy Pickering Papers, vol. 5, fol. 76. Addressed at bottom of first page: “M*John Pickering
jun®.”

1. George Williams, of Salem, Mass., who was married to Pickering’s sister Lydia.

2. Continental express rider and messenger Joseph Millet.

3. That is, Massachusetts.

4. The “french gentlemen” was undoubtedly Jean-Baptiste-Lazarus Théveneau de Francy, who was
serving as representative for Roderique Hortalez & Co. See JCC10: 315-19 and Robert Morris’ Proposed
Report on the Claims of Roderique Hortalez & Co., in Smith, Letters of Delegates 9: 279-84.

5. On the capture of Continental Navy frigate Virginia, Capt. James Nicholson, commander, see
Nicholson to the Continental Marine Committee, 2 Apr., above.

6. On the destruction of the Continental Navy frigate Randolph, Capt. Nicholas Biddle, commander,
during its engagement with H.M.S. Yarmouth, a 64-gun warship, see NDAR 11: 683-84. As seen there, the

damage inflicted by Randolph on Yarmouth, Capt. Nicholas Vincent, commander, was not as great as re-
ported here.

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE DAPHNE, CAPTAIN ST. JOHN CHINNERY

April 1778 De [Cape Henlopen] W%N 230 leagues

Sunday 26 D> Wr [Mod" & Cloudy] at 4 P.M saw a Schooner to the NW*
light airs with Swell, at 10 came up the chace; She proved to be
from Ocracock to Bilboa,! Made sail and Gave chace to a Sloop.

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/227, part 3.

1. Schooner Molly, John Collier, master, out of Newburyport, Mass., bound for Bilboa with a cargo of
tobacco. Molly was owned by Tristram Dalton. Howe’s Prize List, 30 Oct. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fol.
483-84.

CAPTAIN BENJAMIN CALDWELL, R.N., TO CAPTAIN JOHN LEWIS GIDOIN, R.N. Emerald

Sir, In Hampton Road 26™ April 1778.

You will please to proceed to the Tail of the Horse Shoe Shoal,' as soon as your
Provisions are Complete, to guard the entrance of the Bay, agreeable to Your orders
upon that head, where you will find the Solebay* and Senegal,? to co-operate with you;
and you will be pleased to place the Ships at distances from each other, from the
Middle Ground to Cape Henry, the more effectually to prevent any Vessels from es-
caping in or out of the Bay; and to remain at that Anchorage for fourteen days, from
the time of Your leaving this, then to return here. And should you have occasion to
Chace up the Bay, or out of the Capes, you are to return to Your Station with all pos-
sible expedition, as great inconvenience may arrise to His Majesty’s Service from
Your absence.

I am to inform you the Vice Admiral the Viscount Howe, desires the Captains
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will be particular to Note, by an explanation on the backs of their Weekly Account,
“the Quality of the men borne Supernumery, to the Comp', Specifying whether
such men are Seamen, fit to be return’d for Service in the Fleet, or Prisoners, and
other, persons incapable of being so appointed:"— A Weekly Account to be sent
to me every fourteen days, or as soon afterwards, as an opportunity offers, together
with a list of Prizes taken or destroyed, agreeable to the Vice Admira® form, in
order to my being prepared at every opportunity to transmitt them to him. I am
[&c.]

B.C.
P.S. Inclosed are the Ships Signals, and desire to inform you, it is the Viscount Howes
pleasure, negroes are not kept on board Kings Ships. this I think should be kept pri-
vate if possible. B.C.

LB,UKkGrNMM, Benjamin Caldwell Papers, CAL/110, Letter Book (May 1776-June 1779), pp. 26-27. Ad-
dressed at the bottom “To/Capt™ Gidoin.”

1. That is, the entrance to Chesapeake Bay.

2. H.M. frigate Solebay, Capt. Thomas Symonds, commander.

3. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Senegal, Comdr. Anthony James Pye Molloy, commander.

April 27

LIBELS IN THE MASSACHUSETTS MARITIME COURT OF THE EASTERN DISTRICT

State of Massachusetts-Bay To all whom it may

Maritime Court, Eastern District concern.

NOTICE is hereby given, That Libels are filed before me, in Behalf of Agreen Crab-
tree, Commander of the private armed Schooner Hannah and Molly,'! and the Crew
on board, against the Schooner Mayflower, burthen about 15 Tons, William Graves
late Master: In Behalf of the Officers and others concerned in the private armed
Schooner Congress, John Mareen Commander,? against the Schooner Seaflower, bur-
then about 12 Tons, Joseph Wheeler late Master: which Vessels and their Cargoes
are said to be taken and brought into the Eastern District aforesaid: And for the Trial
of the Justice of said Captures, a Maritime Court will be held at Falmouth, in said
District, on Wednesday the sixth Day of May,® A. D. 1778, at Ten of the Clock in the
fornoon, when and where all Persons concerned, may appear and shew cause, (if
any they have) why the said Vessels, their Appurtenances and Cargoes, should not
be condemned.

TIM. LANGDON, Judge of said Court.

Boston-Gazette, and Country Journal, 27 Apr. 1778.

1. Massachusetts privateer schooner Hannah and Molly, Agreen Crabtree, commander, 25 tons bur-
then, mounting 8 swivel guns and a crew of 13 seamen, owned by Agreen Crabtree, of Frenchman’s Bay,
Lincoln Co., Me., was commissioned on 31 July 1776. M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 165, fol. 477.

2. Massachusetts privateer schooner Congress, John Martin, mounting 6 guns and a crew of 30 seamen,
owned by John Farrey and Henry Newhall, of Boston, was commissioned on 24 Oct. 1777. M-Ar, Revolu-
tionary Rolls Collection, vol. 5, pp. 121, 122; Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 167, fol. 359.

3. The trial date was rescheduled for 23 June at Pownalborough. Boston-Gazelte, and Country Journal,
1 June and 8 June 1778.
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THE BoSTON-GAZETTE, AND COUNTRY JOURNAL, MONDAY, APRIL 27, 1778

BOSTON, April 27.

Tuesday last set out from this town, Mr. Deane,' who was dispatched from the
Court of France, in the French Frigate L’ Sensible, of 36 guns,? on a very important
Embassy to Congress.

Tuesday evening Commodore JOHN MANLEY, Esq; and CAPT. WATERS,? arrived in
town from New-York, where they have been prisoners a long time.

1. Simeon Deane.

2. French Navy frigate Sensible, Chevalier de Bernard de Marigny, commander.
3. Capt. Daniel Waters who had been appointed a captain in the Continental Navy on 17 Mar. 1778.

JOURNAL OF RHODE ISLAND NAVY SCHOONER-RIGGED ARMED GALLEY SPITFIRE,
CAPTAIN JOSEPH CRANDALL

April 1778 Remarks at Fall River, [ Mass.] 1778.

Monday 27" This 24 Hours Wind at SW, first part, fair, Latter part, attended with
Some fog, Brought Too, Two Ce[ ader]' Boats standing up The River,
came from Saybrook with Flour, Commanded by, Wright,> &
Lawrance® both with a Proper Pass, moord ship this 24 Hours

D, UKLPR, H.C.A. 32/455/1.

1. Spelling taken from entries in Journal for 29 Apr. and 7 May. These may have been two-masted
vessels of a design unique to Connecticut.

2. Either Amos or Reuben Wright. Taken from 15 May entry in Journal.
3. Probably, Daniel Lawrance. Taken from 15 May entry in Journal.

JOURNAL OF H.M. SHIP-RIGGED SLOOP-OF-WAR RAVEN, COMMANDER JOHN STANHOPE

April 1778 [Laying in Huntingdon Bay]

Monday 27 at 6 AM) saw a Schooner to y* NW  sent 2 Boats Mann’d &
Armed with an Officer as did the Cerberus & Diligent' from Hunt-
ingdon  proved to be a Galley She fired several Shot at y*
Boats occasioned the Boats to return the above mentioned
Galley had taken y° Refugeges off Loyds Neck in y* night on dis-
cover’d [i.e., undiscovered]? at 8 D came onboard y® Boats
Muster’d y° people at there Quarters Carpenters emp® as be-
fore people Occasionally.

[Laying in Huntingdon Bay]

First part fresh breezes Mid: & latter Calm came in and Anch®
here & Armed Sloop?

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/771.

1. H.M. frigate Cerberus, Capt. John Symons, commander, and H.M. armed brig Diligent, Lt.
Thomas Farnham, commander. In his log entry for 28 Apr., Farnham reported that the boats had
been sent to “Cut off Some whale Boats that had Landed on Loyds Neck.” Farnham agreed that the
presence of the American galley caused the British armed boats to give up their pursuit. UKLPR,
Adm. 51/4163.

2. On 6 May 1778, The Connecticut Journal reported: “The beginning of last Week, Capt Samuel Lock-
wood, landed about 40 men on Long-Island, and made prisoners of 19 Tories most of them from Con-
necticut.” Also see “Extract of a letter from Stamford, May 5,” below.

3. According to the Raven’s journal entry of 29 Apr., armed boats from the Raven made an unsuc-
cessful attempt to capture an American galley. UKLPR, Adm. 51/771.
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JOHN LANCASTER TO JAMES PARKER

Dear Sir New York Ap' 27 1778

Since I wrote you on the 24™ Instant not less than Sixteen prises some of them
large ships have been sent into this port on the 25" the $" Albans' arrived here
from Hampton It had in her Old Gutrich? and a son of Doc" Strahans of Rich-
mond came passengers she brought upwards of two hundred prisoners, and M*
Gutrich says that 130 Men from Somersett County in Maryland are now on board
the Virginia Frigate® enlisted into the British service by Mr. * who is come off
with them & that the above Gentleman at pleasure, could fetch of 170 more who
had agreed to enter into the kings servise last night came to this City a young
man of the name of Graham from Hampton Virginia he was drafted but alowed
a few days to try to find a Man in his stead but on giving a Negroe fifty dollers he
got a post on board the Hotham tender* he brings Dixon & Hunters paper® till
the 10™ Curr® by which I see Our Friend M Ingram is advertising from N° Hamp-
ton County that he intends to leave the Collony soon (his own words)—° ten of
the ships sent in Last are large & laden with Bale goods & Cordage I am in Hase
Your Friend

John Lancaster
M M<C is waiting for the Desk
*I forget the Gentlemans name

L, DNA, PCC, item 51 (Intercepted Letters 1775-1781), vol. 1, pp. 491-92 (M 247, roll 65). Addressed on
a separate sheet: M" James Parker/Philadelphia. Docketed below address: “Extracts from hence for
Govr¥/of Virg® & Maryland.” Docketed along left margin on same sheet: “Letter from/John
Lancaster/to/James Parker/Dated New York 27 April/1778./Intercepted.” James Parker was a merchant
who formerly resided in Norfolk, Va. See NDAR 1: 294. On 16 May, a committee of Congress consisting
of William Duer, Thomas McKean, and Richard Henry Lee sent extracts of this letter to Governors Thomas
Johnson, Jr., of Maryland and Patrick Henry of Virginia. In their letter to Johnson, the committee ex-
plained that the letter had been “found on board a sloop which stranded on Cape Henlopen” on 1 May
and demonstrated “how necessary the utmost vigilance will be to detect and punish these nefarious prac-
tices, which we have reason to apprehend are frequently repeated on the Eastern shore in your State and
in Delaware.” MdAA, Maryland State Papers (Red Books), S989, 4571-83.

1. HM.S. St. Albans, Capt. Richard Onslow, commander. It had been cruising lower Chesapeake Bay.

2. Probably, John Goodrich, a former sea captain from Portsmouth, Va., whose son, Bridger, was a
notorious Loyalist privateer commander. Doctor Strahan may have been Dr. Alexander Glass Strachan of
Petersburg, Va.

3. This was the former Continental Navy frigate Virginia, which had been captured by H.M. frigate
Emerald on 30 Mar. 1778 after running aground in the Chesapeake. Vice Adm. Howe commissioned it
H.M. frigate Virginia on 19 May 1778. At the time of its commissioning, Capt. John Orde was given com-
mand. UKGrNMM, Library records.

4. Sloop tender Hotham, Lt. Thomas Jolly, commander, was tender to H.M.S. Preston, Capt. Samuel
Uppleby, commander.

5. John Dixon and William Hunter, Jr., published The Virginia Gazette.

6. Probably merchant and loyalist James Ingram.

VICE ADMIRAL VISCOUNT HOWE TO COMMODORE WILLIAM HOTHAM

Private Eagle Oft Billingsport [N.].]
Dr Sir April the 27" 1778
The Thames taking some of the Transports back to New-York, furnishes me with
an Opportunity to acknowledge the favor of your letter by the Andromeda.!
The necessity for sending the larger Ships to Sea, will enable us to wait with-
out much inconvenience until it is seen whether the Danish ship is fit for our pur-
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pose; and that we may fall upon some other Expedient if she is found unfit for an
Hospital-Ship.

You may be assured of my attention to your Commands for the advancement of
M= Livie? to a Post Ship.

The inconvenience attending the removal of the prisoners from one Transport
to another on account of the infection that might be thereby conveyed to the Troops,
renders it advisable to appropriate some of the oldest & largest Transports for the
service of a Prison Ship. Two or three, reserved in this View, might I think, answer
every necessary purpose; And I have directed Capt. Bourmaster® to write to the Agent
upon this Subject.

The Thames may remain at New-York until R: Ad: Gambier* arrives; And be then
sent with his Dispatches, if requisite, or employed for any occasional Service of Con-
voy or otherwise, under your Orders. I have no intimation when the Rear Adm' may
be particularly expected.

The Isis departs directly for Chesepeak Bay and the Experiment for the Station
off of Boston. The Misfortune to the Renown of losing all her masts and being forced
to the West Indies without a probability of returning for some time, as well as the ab-
sence of the Phoenix, puts me under fresh difficulties. The Somerset being at New-York
will leave the Services of this Port abundantly well provided; But I shall be glad to
know when her Men are enough recovered for the Ship to be employed on Sea-Ser-
vice if wanted. I am D* Sir [&c.]

Howe

P.S. The Shifting the decayed plank under the Chains of the Fowey, will not-escape
your attention, when it can be effected with propriety.
L, University of Hull, England, Brynmor Jones Library, William Hotham Collection, Letters from Viscount
Howe, 1776-1780 (DDHO/5/1). Addressed at foot of first page: “Comm° Hotham.” Docketed: “27™ April
1778./Private Letter from Lord/Howe.” Docketed in a different hand: “Answ® 5" May by the/ Thames.—"

1. H.M. frigate Thames, Capt. Tyringham Howe, commander; H.M. frigate Andromeda, Capt. Henry
Bryne, commander.

2. Titus Livie, secretary of Commo. Hotham.

3. Capt. John Bourmaster was the Principal Agent of Transports in North America.
4. Rear Adm. James Gambier.

HENRY LAURENS, PRESIDENT OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, TO STEPHEN STEWARD

Sir— [ York, Pa.] 27" April [1778]
Within the present Inclosure you will receive an Act of Congress of the 19
Resolving that an enquiry be made into the causes of the loss of the Frigate Virginia
& you are therein appointed one of the Commissioners for that purpose.—' Con-
gress from your Zeal for public Interest, confide in you to engage in this enquiry
when it shall become necessary M Smith of Baltimore?® has been properly notified
of his appointment & will probably confer with you on the Subject. I am with great
respect
LB, DNA, PCC, item 13, vol. 1, p. 280 (M247, roll 23). Addressed at top of page: “Seph™ Stewart Esquire
West River/Maryland.” Steward was an agent for the Continental Marine Committee. A notation at the
top of the page reads: “by Barry.” This notation indicates that Levillin Barry, one of Congress’s messengers,
carried the letter. Laurens Papers, 12: 358n.

1. The resolution is dated 18 Apr. See Journal of the Continental Congress, 18 Apr., above.
2. William Smith, Continental agent at Baltimore.
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HENRY LAURENS, PRESIDENT OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS, TO THE
CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD OF THE MIDDLE DEPARTMENT

Gentlemen, [ York, Pa.] 27" April 1778—

Under this Cover you will receive an Act of Congress of the 18™ Resolving that
an Enquiry be made into the Causes of the loss of the Frigate Virginia which Congress
expect you will enter upon as early as possible.!

I have conversed with M" Smith? & received his promise of giving you every as-
sistance in his power & have written to M* Stewart® whose aid I believe you may like-
wise depend upon.— I have the honor to be with great regard.—

LB, DNA, PCC, item 13, vol. 1, p. 282 (M247, roll 23). Addressed at top of page: “John Nixon, Fra. Hop-
kinson/& John Wharton Esquires/Commissioners of the Navy Board/at Borden Town New Jersey.” A
notation at the top of the page reads: “by Barry.” This notation indicates that Levillin Barry, one of Con-
gress’s messengers, carried the letter. Laurens Papers, 12: 358n.

1. See Journal of the Continental Congress, 18 Apr.,above.

2. William Smith, Continental agent at Baltimore.
3. See Laurens to Steward, this date, above.

THOMAS SMITH TO CAPTAIN JOHN DAMES, VIRGINIA NAVY

Sir Williamsburg 27" April 1778
The Navy Board have agreed you Shall go into the Service in which I am
imediately concerned, of w™ Circumstance Cap" Maxwell is apprised,' I have
therefore to request you will not loose one moment of time, after the Peace &
Plenty is ready; in proceeding with all convenient speed up to Petersburg, at
which Place you must apply to Mess™ Elliott & Davis? for a Load of Tobacco, in
order to avoid the Like inconvenience, trouble & delay you formerly met with,
for want of Craft to bring the Tobacco along side of your Vessel, You must take
the Transport Boat now lying at the Ship Yard® & Tow her up with your Vessel,
this Boat will do very well to bring the Tobacco from the Ware houses down, &
will save a Very heavy Expence that we should be at in employing other Craft,
indeed the uncertainty of geting them would be very great if you have not
Oars for the Boat have them made, & when you have got your Load on Board,
Leave the Boat in the Care of Elliott & Davis, & push down, You must go to Suf-
folk & deliver your Cargo at that Place to M* Archb® Richardson,* when this is
done you must come up to James Town, &—suastAnehor & Come here to me,
for further orders in what manner to proceed, let me hear from you as often as
possible how you go on &c & am [&c.]
Thomas Smith A State
N.B. if you want money at anytime you may have it by applying to me
TS
LB, Vi, Thomas Smith Letterbook, vol. 3. Addressed at top: “Cap' John Dames.”

1. On the same day Smith wrote Capt. James Maxwell of the Virginia Navy that the Virginia Navy
Board had given Smith the use of the Virginia Navy schooner Peace and Plenty because the state had entered
into contracts calling for “a Very large quantity of Tobacco being delivered at Suffolk, in a Short Time.”
Vi, Thomas Smith Letterbook, vol. 3.

2. Elliot & Davis was a merchant firm at Petersburg, Va.

3. That is, the Chickahominy Shipyard.
4. Archibald Richardson was assistant state agent at Suffolk, Va.
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RETURN OF RATIONS FOR GEORGIA NAVY ARMED GALLEY CONGRESS

[27 April 1778]
A Return of Reashons for 44 Men On Board of the Congress Galley from the 20 of
Aprill to the 27 of Doto

1 Captain
2 Leutts Savannah 21 April 1778
1 Clark Mr Sheftal' d1* one weaks rations
40 privets for forty Privates one Captain two
Lieutenants one Clarke
O Bowen
Comm™
127" Beef
250%™ Pork
308 Q* Rice—
18 Gall* Molasses
24" Soap
24 Candles—
15 Q" Salt—

Rec?® the Above—
Sam! Watson?

D, NNAJHS, Mordecai Sheftall Papers, p. 337.

1. Mordecai Sheftall was assistant deputy commissary general of issues for Georgia.

2. Watson was a lieutenant serving on the Georgia Navy Armed galley Congress, which was com-
manded by Capt. John Newdigate.



£ C lNelloggs Lith

Captain E. Hinman, of New London, Connecticut, presumably Captain Elisha Hinman.
Note Hinman’s pigtail fastened to the top of his head.
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An Account of Ships and Vessels taken as Prize of War by his Maje

By wHAT TIME PrAcE NAME OF  NAME OF SORT OF N° oF
SHip WHEN WHERE THE VESSEL THE MASTER VESSEL GUNs
Privateers
Yarmouth' 7™ Mar® 1778 At Sea to Wind? } Randolph ~ Biddle Ship 36
of Barbados
Ariadne & 9" Mar® " Ditto Alfred Elisha Hinman  Ship 20
Ceres®
Merchant Vessels
Portland® 31 Mar™ 1778 Off S Barthole | William Jos™ Watson Sloop
‘mews
Snaké* 7" Aprt " Off Antigua Betsey James Clark Sloop
Favorite 31 Mar™ " Late: 22:30 N> Peggy Aaron Purbeck  Schooner
“ 6™ Ap" ! Late: 24:31 N> Benjamin  Ja* Hawkins Schooner 2
“ 8" Aprt " Lat: 24:38 N Prudence  John Wood Sloop "
Portland 11% Aprt " Off St Bartho } Nancy Hugh Smith Schooner 1
:lomew
“ 11" Apr " D° Nelly Rich® Davis Schooner
“ 11* Apr! " Off St Martins ~ Avk Rich? Minors Sloop
Beaver & 12" Aprt " Lat: 20:30 N> Hope Jacob Benston ~ Schooner 5
Antigua Brig®
Snake 14® Apr! " Off St Bartho} Friendship ~ Archd Young Brig 6
:lomew

UKLPR, Adm. 1/310. Docketed on a separate page: “27 April 1778 /List of Prizes taken/by His Majesty’s Ships/and
1. H.M.S. Yarmouth, Capt. Nicholas Vincent, commander.
2. H.M. frigate Ariadne, Capt. Thomas Pringle, commander; H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Ceres, Comdr. James
3. HM.S. Portland, Capt. Thomas Dumaresq, commander.
4. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Snake, Comdr. William Young, commander.
5. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Favourite, Comdr. William Fooks, commander.
6. H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Beaver, Comdr. William Truscott, commander; H.M. Armed brigantine Antigua,



sty’s Ships under the Command of Vice Adml. Young 27th Apl.

TonNs

50
90
50

60
60

10

215

470
25

100

MEN

305

180

N O~

12

TO WHAT
COUNTRY OR

PLACE BELONG*

America

America

So Carolina
Boston
Boston

Se Carolina
Providence
Rhode Island
Maryland
Virginia

Se Carolina
Virginia

S¢ Carolina

APRIL 1778

LADING

Provisions &
Warlike Stores
Ditto

Rice & Indigo
Molasses & Rum

Molasses Cocoa
and Cordage
Rice & Tobacco
Molasses &

Dry Goods
Tobacco Flour
& Staves
Tobacco

Rice & Indigo
Tobacco & Flour

Rice & Indigo

1778

'WHERE SENT
TO BE TRIED

Blown up

Barbados

Antigua
Antigua
Antigua

Antigua
Antigua

Antigua
Antigua
Antigua

Antigua

Antigua

207

PARTICULARS RELATING
THEM AND CAUSE OF
SEIZURE.

A Congress Ship of
War on a Cruize
A Congress Ship of
War on a Cruize

Property of the
N° American
Colonies in
Rebellion

Jam* Young.

Vessels under the/Command of Vice Adm"/Young/ (N* 4:) /In Ad" Youngs letter/27" Apr' 1778.”

Richard Dacres, commander.

Lt. Billy Douglas, commander.
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April 28

JOURNAL OF H.M. FRIGATE APOLLO, CAPTAIN PHILEMON POWNOLL

April 1778 Ditto [Nantucket Shoals] West dist. 5 Lg[s].

Tuesday, 28. at 5 AM wore Ship, saw a Sail NE. made Sail and gave Chace set
Studding sails at 8 out Boats & Towed the Ship, down Studding-
sails. at 10 in Boats

Ditto [Nantucket Shoals] WNWY%W 11 Lg[s.]
Light winds and clear W* at 4 PM Fired a 6 pounder and brought
too the Chace, a Brig from the Bay of Honduras, Laden with Ma-
hogany and Logwood. had been taken by a Privateer of Salem, off
the Island of Cuba, sent a Petty Officer and people on board, rec’d
the Prisoners,!

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/52, part 2, fol. 13.
1. Apollo lost sight of the prize in the evening of 29 Apr. UKLPR, Adm. 51/52, part 2, fol. 13.

JOHN BRADFORD TO ROBERT MORRIS

Dear Sir, Boston 28 April 1778

I mentiond some Time [ago] that Cap" Adams' who was a passenger on Board
the Raleigh was come to Town, & gave a very unfavourable Account of Cap" Thomp-
son’s? suff’ring the Alfred to be taken this Hour the Alfred’s Surgeon® is arriv’d &
tells me poor Hinman* fell a Sacrifice to y© most unparallel’d Cowardice of Thomp-
son, the particulars are forwarded by M" Bingham® from Martinico, the Inhabitants
of this Town are impatiently waiting for Justice to be administer’d to the two Cul-
prits— Capt. Hinman by the former Account, by Adams, as also by the Doctor’s
Account did his Country & himself great Honour, he fought both Ships ‘till he dis-
charg’d ten broad Sides the Circé® & Ariadne’ being one on his Quarter, the other
along side of him, the one a twenty the other an Eighteen Gun Vessell ~Cap"
Pringle the eldest Captain receiv’d Cap" Hinman with Politeness & has discharg’d
all his Men, save the old Country Men, but pours the most bitter Execrations
against Thompson.® I feel concern’d to give this Account as it gives me the highest
[pride?] to hear & speak well of Characters, But when a person so highly criminal
as to betray so important a Trust as he has, if the Doctor’s & Captain’s Evidence be
true, I think no Punishment can be too great for him. The Doctor’s & Adams’s
Acc" so exactly agreeing, who were on Board diff’rent Vessells, leave no Room to
doubt of the Facts, unhappy that the Man who had the Confidence of the public
should act so base a part— I deplore the Loss of y¢ brave Biddle? & Comp” the
loss of him so soon after that of the brave & worthy Cap" Chew' is truly melan-
cholly—but tho’ we make no Figure by Sea, yet such has been the Case that we
have made out by land as greatly to humble the Man who declar’d he would bring
America to his Feet. May the next be the last Campaign that we may once more
enjoy the Blessings of Peace with an unimbarrass’d Trade, which will enable us to
wipe off the Debt in which we are involved by this very expensive War, Mr. Jarvis"!
will be in Town before the'? Sale of the Snow" & shall then fix on buying her. I
hope we shall be able to mann her with some of the return’d Men from y* Alfred.
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the worthy M" Hancock leaves Boston next Week I wish you a happy Meeting &
am yours &c
JB—

LB, DLC, John Bradford Letter Books, vol. 2, pp. 126-27. Addressed at top: “Hon"* Robert Morris Esqr,”
. Capt. John Adams, former commander of Massachusetts packet schooner Lynch.
. Capt. Thomas Thompson, commanding Continental frigate Raleigh.
Dr. Amos Windship, of Boston.
Capt. Elisha Hinman, commanding Continental Navy ship Alfred.
William Bingham, Continental Agent at Martinique.
H.M. ship-rigged sloop-of-war Ceres, Comdr. James Richard Dacres, commander.
. H.M. frigate Ariadne, Capt. Thomas Pringle, commander.
. For more on this action, see NDAR 11: 329, 575, 624, 647, 660, 684, 708.
. Capt. Nicholas Biddle, commanding Continental Navy frigate Randolph.

10. Capt. Samuel Chew, commanding Continental Navy brigantine Resistance.

11. Leonard Jarvis, Deputy Continental Agent for Massachusetts at Bedford in Dartmouth (now New
Bedford).

12. The words underlined are repeated at the top of page 127.

13. Snow (or brig) Robert, James Hall, master. In his letter of 13 Apr., Morris declined Bradford’s offer
to purchase prize snow Robert. Bradford to Morris, second letter of 28 Apr., LB, DLC, John Bradford Letter
Books, vol. 2, p. 127.
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ROBERT MORRIS TO JOHN BROWN

Sir Manheim [Pa.] April 28" 1778

Amongst the letters Christian brought me last night were the several you will
find enclosed herewith, which being intended for the Marine Committee & Com-
mercial Committee You will deliver them with my Compliments and I think the Com-
mercial Committee wou’d do a very just & proper thing, if they were to give M"
Livingston' orders to Continue sending Cargoes of Rice both to M" Ceronio & M*
Bingham? as fast as he can, they have suffered exceedingly by making advances for
the Public but particularly the former and they ought to be relieved, if M* Ceronio
does not receive remittances it is probable he may be Imprisoned[,;] he has been
threatned with that Fate by his Creditors & he has Served us with a Zeal and Fidelity
that merits much better things;  wou’d order M" Livingston however not to Ship In-
digo for the loss on that will be great, but then he shou’d Ship the more Rice which
will produce a Proffit.

The Schooner Lewis, Cap' Rowan, was employed it seams to carry Cap Pickles to
New Orleans, but I am informed by a Gent” now here, that the Crew Rose & after
landing Pickles & Rowan near the Havannah they carried the Schooner into Provi-
dence which breaks up that plan—?

I thank You for the Contents of your letter of yesterday & remain D" Sir, [&c.]

Rob' Morris

P.S. I hope you have got Cap' Osmans bills accepted and ready for payment as he is
the bearer of this.*
L, NjP, Andre de Coppet Collection. Addressed below close: “M" John Brown/York Town.” Addressed on
separate sheet: “To/M" John Brown/Sec” of the Marine &/Commercial Committee’s/York Town.” Dock-
eted: “Manheim April 28" 1778 /Robert Morris Esq".”

1. Abraham Livingston, Continental agent at Charleston, S.C.

2. Stephen Ceronio was the Continental agent at Cape Francois; William Bingham was the Conti-
nental agent in Martinique.

3. That is, New Providence 1., Bahama Islands. As seen in the note at Oliver Pollock to Continental

Commerce Committee, the Spanish governor of Cuba allowed Capt. Rowan and Capt. William Pickles to
go to New Orleans aboard a Spanish ship. For more on the mutiny involving the Continental schooner
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Lewis, see The South-Carolina and American General Gazelte, 5 Mar. 1778. NDAR 11: 519.
4. This was probably merchant/privateer Captain John Osmon.

CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE TO JOHN BRADFORD

Sir [ York, Pa.] April 28" 1778

We are now to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 8" Current, inclosing an
Inventory of the Continental part of the goods Captured by Captain Hopkins,' we
wish to hear of the arrival of his Prizes, but are afraid they are retaken. you will deliver
to the order of the Board of war the 26 Pieces of coarse sheeting

24 Bolts Oznabrigs
9 doz felt hats
7 sadelles & their furniture
81 Pieces Napped Cottons
200 ready made bags enumarated in that Inventory.

Such of the other articles as the Navy Board may want for the use of the Navy, you
will deliver to them and sell what remains to the best advantage. We are sorry to hear
of the death of Captain Chew, but are glad at the same time to find that he died
bravely fighting a Ship of Superior force.? The loss of the Alfred gives us much con-
cern and we are not a little surprized to hear that the Raleigh should be in sight at
the time of the Capture and not give her assistance especially when it is said that the
force of the enemy was inferior to that of our Ships, however we shall suspend our
judgment until the matter shall be fully inquired into.* By advice from our Conti-
nental Agent in Charles Town we have the melancholy intelligence that the Randolph
which sailed from Charles Town in february last in company with four Armed Vessels
fitted out by that state during the Cruize in Longitude 53, latitude 13.30 the fleet
fell in with a british man of war of 50 Guns a severe engagement between her and
the Randolph ensued and after it had continued 12 minutes the latter unfortunately
blew up and in all probability every Soul perished.* The British ship immediately on
the explosion gave chace to the other Vessels, who were enabled to make their escape
by Captain Biddles having shot away the ships bowsprit and Mizen topMast. If this
most unfortunate accident had not taken place in all probability the Randolph and
the armed Vessels had given a good Account of the 50 Gun ship. Our little fleet is
much diminished hopeing that we may be more fortunate in future We are Sir
[&c.]
P:S: Inclosed is a Resolve of Congress of this date appointing William Burke a Captain
in the Navy, and directing that he should receive from the time he was appointed to
the Command of the schooner Warren to this day according to the Rate of Pay settled
when he was so appointed.” We now desire that you will settle his account and pay
him agreeable to the said Resolve. You will please to inform us who was the Captain
next in Commission to Captain Manly of the five Vessels fitted out by order of Gen-
eral Washington.®
LB, DNA, PCC, Marine Committee Letter Book, fols. 143—44 (M332, roll 6). Addressed before opening:
“John Bradford Esq".”

1. Capt. John Burroughs Hopkins, commanding Continental Navy frigate Warren.

2. Capt. Samuel Chew was killed on 4 Mar. during an engagement between his ship, Continental
Navy brigantine Resistance, and H.M. Post Office packet boat Grenville, Capt. William Kempthorne, com-

mander. See NDAR 11: 624.
3. On the capture of Continental Navy ship Alfred, Capt. Elisha Hinman, commander, by two British
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warships while in company with Continental Navy frigate Raleigh, Capt. Thomas Thompson, commander,
see James Warren to John Gill, 20 Apr., above.

4. On the destruction of the Randolph and the death of Capt. Nicholas Biddle and all but 4 of its crew
of 315 seamen during an engagement with the 64-gun ship H.M.S. Yarmouth, Capt. Nicholas Vincent,
commander, off Barbados, see NDAR 11: 683-84, 1175-77.

5. The resolution, dated 1 May, is below.

6. In his memorial to Congress of 30 Apr., below, Burke asserted that he was “next in commission” to
John Manley among the five captains commissioned by George Washington in early 1776. In his letter to
the committee of 17 June (DLC, John Bradford Letter Books, vol. 2, p- 140), Bradford did not rank the
captains by seniority or even mention them, but merely informed the committee that Burke was commis-
sioned on 8 Jan. 1776. Such a commissioning date would make Burke “next in commission” to Manley.
For a list of the captains and their commissioning dates, see Officers of the Armed Vessels Fitted Out by
Order of General Washington, 1 Feb. 1776. NDAR 3: 1077.

L.OG OF THE MASSACHUSETTS NAVY BRIGANTINE 7TYRANNICIDE,
CAPTAIN JONATHAN HARADEN, COMMANDER

Remarks on Teusday April 28" 1778—

Latt® P Observ* 37..30 N* [at sea in the latitude of Virginia]
Middle Part Moderate with a Small Fanning Breeze at 1 AM hove in Stays at 6
AM saw a Sail in the West  bore away and gave Chace at 10 AM sat Studden Sails
at 12 on Meridian spoke with the Sail a Snow' from Bristol bound to New York—
hoisted out the Boat and went on Board—put Anthony Furnice on Board as Prize
Master & 8 hands and Order’d her to Boston—

Latt® P Observ- 37..38 N*
[PM] Latter Part a Small breeze & Fair Weather—
D, MFSaE, Log of Brigantine Tyrannicide (November 1777-May 1778).

1. Snow Swift, William Pearce, master, which Tyrannicide escorted into Boston harbor on 7 May. For
more on Swift, see Libels Filed in the Massachusetts Maritime Court of the Middle District, 14 May, below.

THOMAS SMITH TO CAPTAIN JAMES GRAY, VIRGINIA NAVY

Sir Williamsburg 28" April 1778—

I received yours of the 26" Instant and observe the Contents it is a very un-
lucky things should have turned out as they have, there have been great Deapre-
dations on more than One Instance upon the Libertys Sails.! I would advise you by
no means to pay M' Holderby for Carrying up the Sails &c untill you have made
all the discovery’s You can Respecting the loss Sustained, indeed I would Rather
have an opertunity of Settling with him my self; I have made application to Col*
Aylett Respecting the Canvas at Fraizers? he says he has Nothing to do with it, I
had the same kind of Answer from M* Armistead,? Under those Circumstances I
would have you take such proportion of it as may be Really Necessary; taking an
Exact Account, that it may be adjusted in a future day; and push round to Cum-
berland for four Load of Tobacco which must be taken from on Board the Ship
Jane,* and desire M" W™ Webb to take a proper Invoice of the Shipping Marks
Numbers Gross Tare & Neet of each Hhd; & that you bring down the Acc" to me,
But I apprehend there are not a Sufficient Number of Hhds on Board the Jane—
in this Case you must make up the Deficiency of your Load with the State’s To-
bacco in the Warehouses, observing to take an Account of them in the same man-
ner as before directed, But should M* Webb be of opinion that it will be attended
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with any Inconvenience taking the whole of the Tobacco from on Board the Jane
Then you May take your Whole Load from out of the Warehouses, Indeed I dont
know but it will be as well to do so at Once—Endeavour to get your Complement
of hands before you Come down to this, as there is not a Man to be got here Capt
Hobbs is now waiting for men & has been for Several days & from appearances
we are not likely to get them soon, & wages are so Extravagantly high—° the Ex-
pences you have been at with M* Frazier on Account of the Brigg, you must furnish
me with an Account of, and I Shall settle it with him— I hope to see You down
Soon and am [&c.]

T Smith A. State

LB, Vi, Thomas Smith Letterbook, vol. 3, 39. Addressed at top: “Cap' Grey.”

1. Former Virginia Navy brig, then Virginia State trading brig Liberty.

2. Col. William Aylett, a former Virginia State Agent, was deputy commissary general for purchases
in the southern department; Frazer’s Ferry Shipyard was on the Mattaponi River.

3. William Armistead oversaw the Virginia Public Store.

4. Ship Jane, a former British merchant ship taken by Liberty in December 1776, was at the time of
this letter a Virginia State trading vessel.

5. James Hobbs, master of the Virginia State trading schooner Hornet. His vessel had been ordered
to Martinique. Smith to Hobbs, 16 May 1778, ibid., p. 46.

GOVERNOR PATRICK TONYN OF EAST FLORIDA TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN

Ne 54
My Lord;

In former letters I had the honour to mention to your Lordship the rebels
preparations to invade this province.

Captain Jordan of the Galatea Lieutenant Ellis of the Hinchinbrook and M" Mow-
bray commander of the Rebecca armed Sloop went into the Harbour of Saint Si-
mons in Georgia to prevent the Gallies advancing and to destroy them.' I am sorry
to inform your Lordship that Captain Jordan’s expedition has failed, and that the
Hinchinbrook and Rebecca are in the hands of the Rebels; the Officers and Crews es-
caped by Boats. I have the honour to enclose copies of Captain Jordan’s letters N°
1,23, &4

I requested Captain Fanshawe to order a Court of inquiry upon M* Mowbrays
conduct which he thought could not be done with propriety. I then called him before
His Majesty’s Council of this province to get the best probable information. Upon
examination Captain Fanshawe being present it appears that Captain Mowbray was
not to blame, having acted agreeable to the orders he had received from the Com-
manding officers of His Majesty’s Ships of War, and that he attempted to destroy his
Vessel before he left her.

I hope, my Lord, your Lordship will agree with me that no necessary expence is
to be spared for the defense of the province chiefly upon the account of the exulta-
tion and tryumph the breaking up of the settlements on St John river, and extending
the boundary’s of the rebels would occasion to them. An event which would effectu-
ally gain over the interest of the wavering among themselves and the Savages in the
Woods.

For these reasons, my Lord, and as the Galatea is the only King’s Ship which re-
mains on this Station; I have with the advice of His Majesty’s Council, and at the rec-
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ommendations of the Captains of the Navy, purchased three Vessels to be employed
in defense of the province.

The Ship which I have taken the liberty to name the Germain is to protect the
Trade on the Coast and drawing little water can pass over our Barrs and cooperate
with our Gallies, and will be an additional inducement to Sailers to serve on board
our Gallies as they are to have an equal share in the prizes that may be taken by the
Germain, and without such encouragement and the prospect of prize money I could
not get the Gallies manned.

I'mean my Lord to claim a share as Vice Admiral, and as I desire no emolument
from it, I shall give it towards the expence of the Ships. Captain Fanshawe is to assist
me with a Body of Marines, and the Brigadier General has promised his assistance.?

Permit me, my Lord, to add that such naval force will be exceedingly useful, if
not absolutely necessary, if an offensive expedition is carried on from this place
against Carolina and Georgia

Alarge body of loyalists, my Lord, that have been mostly forced to shelter in the
Woods in Carolina and Georgia, have by the assistance of our Rangers arrived in this
province. Brigadier General Prevost discovered a desire, my Lord, to have them em-
bodied under his command, I encourage the plan, and left them to determine for
themselves, supplying them with provisions and rice such support as the province
could grant them some few have come into the Generals scheme and I hope the
rest will follow.*

I am my Lord, obliged to petition the Lords of the Treasury for a supply to the
amount of twelve hundred pounds to support the expenses of Refugees and Prison-
ers, and I beg leave to solicit your Lordships protection with their Lordships, that
the same may be paid to Robert Knox Esq" Crown Agent, and that account properly
vouched shall be transmitted the 24™ June.

If, my Lord, my zeal has carried me to incur too great an expense in my Meas-
ures to defeat and render abortive the daring designs of the Rebels, I hope the up-
rightness of my intentions will justify my conduct to your Lordship. I have the honour
to be [&c.]

Pat. Tonyn
St Augustine 28" April 1778
L, UKLPR, C.0O. 5/558, fols. 127-28. Addressed at the foot of the last page: “Right Honourable/Lord
George Germain” Docketed: “S* Augustine April 28"/Gov" Tonyn/N° 54/R,/July 21%/4
Inclosures/S. P.” Notation: “Ent®” A square bracket has been placed in front of the word “A” at the
paragraph beginning “A large body of loyalists,” and another after the period ending the paragraph
“transmitted the 24™ June.]” S. P. was Sir Stanier Porten, Under Secretary of State for the Southern
Department.

1. H.M. frigate Galatea, Capt. Thomas Jordan, commander; H.M. armed brig Hinchinbrook, Lt. Alexan-
der Ellis, commander; East Florida Provincial armed sloop Rebecca, Capt. John Mowbray, commander. Ellis
died in a drowning accident before the engagement with the American gallies.

2. Tonyn enclosed letters to him from Capt. Thomas Jordan of 6 Mar., 17 Mar. 16 Apr., and 19 Apr.
UKLPR, C.O. 5/558, fols. 131-40. The letters of 6 and 17 Mar. are printed in NDAR 11: 534-35, 676-77;
the letter of 16 Apr. is above; that of 19 Apr. announced that the Americans had possession of Rebecca and
Hinchinbrook and that Capt. Mowbray was coming to see Tonyn.

3. Capt. Robert Fanshawe commanded H.M. frigate Carysfort; the “Brigadier General” was Augustine

Prevost, British military commander in East Florida.
4. On this force of Loyalist refugees, see William Brown to James Wright, 26 and 30 Apr., below.
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WILLIAM STORY TO WILLIAM VERNON

Dear Sir Boston April 29. 1778
This comes to you by Cap' Rathburn' and as I take him to be a Safe hand Send
by him two Thousand dollars in Certificates all our Cash is gone that was left when
you was here save a few dollars I miss you much and long to have the pleasure of
seeing you I hope that will soon be the case the Town is not yet ordered to be
Cleansed but Expect it every day? I wish it was so that you could be at Roxbury
where we might have your Advise from time to time as Matters are turning up every
day and the Business of the board® increasing
The doct® of the Alfred' has been at the Board and gives a particular Acco" of

Cap* Thompsons® behaviour he is Condemned by every One and they are Crying
out why don’t your board turn him out & hang him &c &c I am Sorry the Service
Suffers by the Misconduct of the Officers in the Navy I want the board should be
together to determine concerning Cap' Thompson— I am Alone M" Warren® went
home last Friday Morn# not to return till next week if then this Morning received
a Letter Suppose from M* Deshon” (it is not Signed) by which he Informs he intends
to be in Town next Week— It is absolutely Necessary that the Board or some of them
at least should be here so many persons are Constantly applying to the office and
you know I can do nothing but pay away money which I am doing and shall do as
long # as it lasts which will not be very see# long I fear I am with great respect
[&c.] Will™ Story
L, RNHi, William Vernon Papers. Addressed at foot: “Hon"¢ Will™ Vernon Esq".” Story was clerk of the
Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Department.

1. Capt. John Peck Rathbun, Continental Navy.

2. Boston was struck in early 1778 with a violent smallpox epidemic that caused many inhabitants to
leave.

3. Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept.

4. Amos Windship, surgeon of Continental Navy ship Alfred.

5. Capt. Thomas Thompson, commanding Continental Navy ship Raleigh.

6. James Warren, member of the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept.
7. John Deshon, member of the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Dept.

JosiaH WATERS TO NATHANIEL SHAW, JR.

[Extract]
Dear Sir Boston 29 April 1778.

This Afternoon a Team set off for Norwich having in Charge for you Sundry Ar-
ticles directed to the Care of Cap' Henry Billings,! who has orders to be particularly
carefull in forwarding them.

The Errors you have pointed out in the money sent by Cap“ Hyde,? I suppose
took place in the hurry in which Cap! Allon® rec? the Cash, as I never unpacket a Sin-
gle Bundle of it, but forwarded it just as it was deliverd me by Cap* Allon, taking Cap"
Hydes rec' for the full sum of 926.15.6— However I'll Endeavor to have the Mistake
rectify’d—
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Cap' Billings will forward you
a Chest, [ cont$ 12 Setts Cart Boxes.* 469" @ 1/6.}
35. 3. 6 past to your account
as also, a parcel of Round & D1 H? Shot &
some old Iron, and a p* of Chain
Barrell J cont® One Ensign & One Pennant
with a set surgeons Instruments
One Chain—
I am Sir [&c.]
Josi: Waters
L, CtY, Nathaniel and Thomas Shaw Papers, packet 24, no. 1574. Addressed on cover: “Nath