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FOREWORD

My graduating class at the Naval Academy was
honored with an address by Fleet Admiral Chester
W. Nimitz, the World War II naval commander in
the Pacific. He told us that the Navy must look
to the future, ever alert to new ways to use our
seapower far from our shores. Reading some of
the fascinating documents found in this volume,
I recalled his message. These accounts by par-
ticipants in the Revolutionary War drama make it
vividly clear that what Admiral Nimitz urged in
June 1946 was exactly what American seamen and
ships were doing in 1777 as they carried the war
deep into British waters with telling effect.

From this very early period in our national
experience to the present, the U.S. Navy has
exercised this same capacity to protect our
Nation's security in time of war, and, on other
difficult occasions, to move to areas of turbu-
lence as a peaceful and stabilizing influence.

The Department of the Navy must be accorded the
highest praise for continuing to compile these
Naval Documents volumes. They not only enrich

the world of scholarship, but also make available
to the men and women of the Navy and the American -
public the source materials of a maritime heritage
so deeply rooted in the Nation's struggle for
independence. Samuel Eliot Morison, celebrated
historian and author, characterized this work as

a "great historical enterprise." I fully agree

with his assessment.
;o <ij2£2;Z{/
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INTRODUCTION

The court of inquiry report into the loss of the Continental Navy brig
Cabot, printed in this volume, was released publicly on 19 April 1777.
Unnoted in the rush of events was the fact that this date also marked the
second anniversary of Lexington and Concord. These first two years of
- open warfare had experienced unfolding events of singular moment, none
with more far-reaching impact than the Declaration of Independence, and
the emergence of the new embattled United States of America.

Within weeks of the first exchange of fire between British regulars
and local militia, -the rebellious colonists took their fight to the water on
Lake Champlain and at Machias, Maine. General Washington, in the fall
of 1775, set a small schooner offensive in motion against British supply
ships making for Boston harbor. Individual colonies moved to form their
own navies, privateering was sanctioned, and Congress authorized the be-
ginnings of a Continental or national navy. These were bold and momentous
steps in the genesis of American seapower, particularly when launched by
an embryo government against the might of the Royal Navy. To be certain,
it was not the intention or wildest hope of the most sanguine patriot that
these efforts on the water could or would challenge the Royal Navy in the
line of battle. But as America’s maritime defensive-offensive expanded in
size and operational reach, it would annoy, distract, and distress the enemy,
and help provide the material means to sustain the light of resistance at home.

Events in the European Theatre during the first five months of 1777,
treated here in Volume 8, show clearly that American naval vessels and
privateers, out of French ports, were successfully cruising in British home
waters in ever increasing numbers. England, in the words of Benjamin
Franklin, was being “insulted on her own coasts” much to the discomfort
of the North government and the Admiralty. Convoy coverage and search
patrols by the Royal Navy had to be intensified.

Capture of the King’s mail packet Prince of Orange in the English
Channel by the Continental lugger Surprize, Captain Gustavus Conyngham,
was particularly galling. Conyngham unwisely sent his prize into the treaty
port of Dunkerque, and this action unleashed a virtual blizzard of diplomatic
protests blowing from London to Paris. Of course, on balance, it must also

ix



be recorded that enhanced British naval vigilance netted a bountiful harvest
of captured rebel vessels.

Across the ocean in America, defenses on the Delaware were readied
to meet the expected sea and land assault on Philadelphia by the Howe
brothers. Two more of the new Continental Navy frigates, Hancock and
Boston finally put to sea. Meanwhile, frigate Randolph, on her maiden
cruise, made her storm-battered way into Charleston. And, as previously
noted, Cabot, of Commodore Esek Hopkins’ original Continental squadron,
was run aground and captured.

Manning continued to- be a critical problem for the Continental Navy.
Captain James Nicholson turned to the press gang to bring frigate Virginia
up to complement, and found himself deeply embroiled with Maryland
authorities and Congress.

British warships and American privateers played the continuing game
of pursuer and pursued in the Atlantic and West Indies with a measure
of success and failure on both sides. It is noteworthy that one British man-
of-war was credited with taking no less than 45 prizes on a winter cruise
off Bermuda. )

Manuscripts from five depositories heretofore not represented are
used in Volume 8—Boston Marine Society; Mariners Museum, Newport
News, Virginia; New Hampshire Archives, Concord; Archivio di Stato,
Florence, Italy; and Archivio di Stato, Naples, Italy. Unpublished Crown
copyright material in the Public Record Office, London, is reproduced by
permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office.

Fortunately, many people who brought their knowledge, experience,
and dedication to earlier volumes in the Naval Documents series have con-
tinued to make large contributions to Volume 8. Included are Mr. and Mrs.
Henry ]. Scheffenacker, Mr. E. Gordon Bowen-Hassell, Mr. Robert I
Campbell, Miss Joye Leonhart, Lieutenant Junior Grade Dorothy Apple,
and Master Chief Petty Officer George K. McCuistion within the Naval
History Division; Commander W.E. May, RN (Ret.) in England; Madame
Ulane Bonnel in Paris; and Commander Canio Di Cairano, USNR (Ret.)
who provided valuable foreign document review and translation services.
In 1977, Dr. William S. Dudley joined the Naval History Division staff,
and has since played a leading role in readying this volume for publication.
Without the input of those named, as well as a legion of supporters unnamed
here in the introduction, a work of this magnitude could not go forward.
The appearance of each succeeding Naval Documents volume is a tribute
to this truth.

The death of Walter Muir Whitehill on 5 March 1978 left this nation,
the world of letters, and his host of friends poorer by far. As Chairman of
the Secretary of Navy’s Advisory Committee on Naval History, he en-
thusiastically and staunchly backed our historical programs including Naval
Documents. His wisdom, humanity, and sound advice are sorely missed. He
has left a legacy of excellence which the distinguished members of the Ad-
visory Committee continue to embrace. For this, we are gratefully indebted.

Joun D. H. KANE, Jr.
X
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1. The list includes depositories from which manuscripts have been used in this and previous
volumes. The Descriptive List of Illustrations includes additional sources from which
graphic material has been used in Volume 8.
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AMERICAN THEATRE
From March 1, 1777, to April 30, 1777

SUMMARY

British occupation of Newport and control of surrounding waters con-
tinued to trap the Continental Navy ships under Commodore Hopkins’
command in the Providence River. Fire ships and other means were tried
to harass the British enemy, but without marked success. Criticism of
Hopkins mounted, and Congress suspended him from command on 26 March.

American privateers and State Navy vessels on the one side, and Royal
Navy ships on the other, were active taking prizes. In the West Indian cruis-
ing ground, the roving privateers received succor from the French, Dutch and
‘Danish islands much to the consternation of the British. Munitions and
other vital materials were arriving in American ports from France in in-
creasing quantities.

As the ice left the Hudson River and Lakes George and Champlain,
preparations were underway for renewal of the conflict in that critical area.
In the Delaware, the Pennsylvania Navy, joined by Continental Navy ships,
readied the defenses of the water approach to Philadelphia.

Manning remained an acute problem for the Continental Navy. Several
commanders turned to impressment. Use of the press brought Captain
James Nicholson of the frigate Virginia into a serious confrontation with
Maryland and Continental authorities.

Randolph, first of the Continental frigates to take the sea, was dismasted
and limped into Charleston, South Carolina. Yet, Captain Nicholas Biddle
declared his new command to be “the very Best Vessel for Sailing that ever
I knew.” The brig Cabot, one of the original ships in the Continental
Navy, ran the British cordon only to be chased aground by H.M.S. Milford
and abandoned. The enemy got Cabot off, and sailed her a prize to Halifax.

The Continental Marine Committee displayed increased impatience
with the delays encountered in getting more of the new frigates to sea. This
may well have been generated by the Committee’s desire to implement its
plan for a concerted attack in squadron force against the rich Jamaica
sugar fleet departing the West Indies under convoy.



2 AMERICAN THEATRE
1 Mar. 1777

CHARTER OF THE SCHOONER Friends Adventure BY JoHN LANGDON !

Memorandum of a Charter party of Affreightment Made and Concluded
upon the first day of March A:D: 1777 by and between Nahum Ward of
Portsmouth in the State of New Hampshire Merchant_ of the One part and
John Langdon of said Portsmo Esqr agent for the Continent of the Other part

Witnesseth that the Said Ward (in behalf of himself & partners owners
of the Schooner Friends Adventure) doth hereby let on Freight to the Said
Langdon the Said Schooner Friends Adventure & the Said Langdon hath
hired the Same on a Voyage to be perform’d with Said Schooner from the Port
of Piscataqua to Baltimore in Maryland or some other port in the United
States and from such port or ports back to this port and the Said Ward for
himself & partners covenants and agrees with the Said Langdon that said
Schooner during said Voyage Shall be kept Staunch tight & every way fit for
th[is] Purpose — and on her safe return to this port the Said Langdon shall
pay to the Said Ward for the hire of the Said Schooner at the rate of Eight
Shillings P Ton P Month for each Ton that the Said Schooner Shall Measure
according to Carpenters Tonnage & further one Shilling P Ton that Said
Vessell shall Measure for the use of Extraordinary Sails which are put on
board by said Owners provided the Said S[c]hooner shall perform the said
Voyage without being lost or taken by the Enemy in which case the Said
Owners Shall not be intitelled to any hire —

1. John and Woodbury Langdon Papers, NHHS.

JouN LANGDON To CAPTAIN JoSIAH SMITH !

Cap. Josh Smith Portsmouth March Ist 1777
You haveing the Command of the Schooner Friends Adventure in the
Service of the United States are to Sail the first fair Wind for Baltimore in
the State of Maryland where when it shall please God you arrive call on Mess.
Samuel & Robert Purviance Merchants there and to them deliver my Letter
and follow their Directions in takeing on board a Cargo of Flour and Iron
for this Place there is no doubt but those Gentlemen will give you every
Dispatch needful and will supply you with any necessary you may want — I
recommend to you the greatest care & good look out to prevent your falling
into the hands of the Enemy and also that you use the utmost Frugality and
Dispatch in the course of your Proceedings wishing you a prosperous
Voyage & a safe return and am your Friend & Director —
Jn° Langdon
Agent for the States

P S if Collo Whipple should be at Baltimore call on him & know if he has

any Commands —
[Endorsed] The above I Acknowledge to be a true Copy of my Orders -

which I promise to Observe & follow Josiah Smith

1. John Langdon Letter Book, Captain J. G. M. Stone Private Collection, Annapolis.
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JOURNAL OF THE MAsSACHUSETTs COUNCIL *

[Boston] Saturday March Ist 1777

I have in Obedience to Your Honors directions perus'd the long
Memorial from the Committee of Deer Island respecting the Conduct of
Nathan Jones & find the greater part of it to be a mixed medly of general
Charges of said Jones Conduct in 1775 & of his unfriendly Speeches and
Actions before & after the Lexington Battle a principal part of the Com-
plaint arises from his retaking his own Vessel from the hands of said Com-
mittee in July 1776 Where they alledge She was placed by the order of
Congress or the General Court The several papers purporting Depositions
all relate to matters preceding August 1776 and it does not appear that Jones
had any opportunity of Cross examining the Deponents and from some hints
in the memorial the said Jones, had been already heard upon some or all of
them before Henry Gardner Esqr Capt. Browne & Capt Hosmore ~ That it
appears by a Resolve of the General Court in November last that the Com-
mittee of Deer Island had liberty to Libel the Sloop in Controversy in the
Maritime Court of the Eastern District and since that Time the said Sloop
has been condemned in the said Court & an appeal has been made to the
Superior Court to be held at York in said County the fourth Tuesday of June
next. That since the passing the Treason Act and that for lesser offences
against the State, the Rule of Conduct against suspected persons is particu-
larly marked out and that therefore a Letter to the Committee of Deer Island
inclosing Copies of said Acts and an exhortation to forgive and forget former
injurys and a Vigilant eye on Suspicious persons in future will be all that is
at present adviseable for the Council to do on the said Memorial

David Sewall

Read & Accepted. 2

Petition of John Curling? late Master of the Ship Capel for himself
and behalf of his Son William a lad of about fourteen Years of Age; Also of
John Bowes late Master of the Snow Ann and John Noble a Passenger in said
Snow. Also of Daniel McKay late Master of the Brlg John and also of
Joseph Jackson late Master of the Brig desire, praying for permission to
depart this State in a Brig whereof John Jones is Master bound for Cork.

Read & thereupon Ordered that the Prayer of the within Petition be so
far granted that John Curling with his Son a lad about fourteen Years of
Age be and they hereby are permitted to take Passage on board a Brig bound
to Cork ]ohn Jones Commander provided Mr James Horlock (who lately
had permission to go to New York) use his best endeavor to get a person
released in lieu of the said Curling of equal Rank on his Arrival at New
York & that the said Curling be not allowed to carry any Letters or written
intelligence with him and the Committee of the Town from whence the said
Brig is to Sail are hereby directed to see the Conditions abovementioned be
complied with.

On Motion Ordered that Samuel Holten & Benjamin Austin Esqrs be



4 AMERICAN THEATRE

a Committee to settle Capt [John] Ayres Account respecting the Cartel
Vessel’s Voyage to Rhode Island & report.

Petition of Matthew Lindsay of York in County of York in behalf of
himself & Brigadier Moulton setting forth that he has'a Vessel ready for a
Voyage to the West Indies praying for Liberty to prosecute such Voyage.
Ordered that the said Schooner under the Command of said Matthew Lindsay
be and hereby is permitted to proceed on a Voyage to the Island of Martinico
or Guadaloupe in the West Indies loaded with Lumber & such other
Merchandize as is not prohibited by Resolves of the General Court of this
State provided the said Master give Bond with two Sureties in the Sum of
One thousand pounds to import into this State Molasses Cotton Wool
Linnen Woolen Cloth Salt or Military Stores to the Value of the nett pro-
ceeds of his outward bound Cargo within Three months, the Dangers of the
Seas & Enemy only excepted — The naval Officer for the Port of York upon
such Bonds being given to him in the- Name of the Treasurer of the State is
hereby to clear out the said Schooner laden as aforesaid accordingly
1. Mass. Arch., vol. 20, 310, 311, 312, 313.

2. See previous Volumes in series for Nathan Jones’ difficulties with Deer Island Committee.
3. Mass. Arch., vol. 166, 312.

PAROLE OF ROBERT PORTER!

State of the Massachusetts Bay
Council Chamber [Boston] March [1]st 1777

I Robert Porter late Passenger on Board the Brige Perkins comanded by Capt
Jenkins bound for Bristol was taken by Capt [John] Skimmer & brought into
the Port of Boston. being permitted to depart this State by the Hon'ble
Council of the State of Massachusetts Bay for New York to procure the
Liberation of some Person of equal Rank detained as Prisoner there — giving
my Parole of Honor & engaging to do all in my Power to obtain Said Ex-
change or return myself in five Weeks from the Date hereof — And that I will
not directly or indirectly give any Intelligence whatever to the Enemies of
the united States or do or say any thing in Opposition to or prejudice of the
Measures and proceedings of any Congress or Assemblies for the Said State
during the present War or until I am duly discharged.

Witness Time Porter Rob* Porter

1. Mass. Arch., Revolutionary Rolls, vol. 8, 178.

MINUTES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR !

Boston 1st March 1777 [A M]

Order’d That the Commy deliver Mr Bruce for Ship Genl Lincoln four long

Boat Oars & Four Yawl Oars —
Order’d That Mr [Ellis] Gray deliver Mr Bruce one Bolt Canvas No 6 or 7. -

& three pounds Twine — -
Order'd That Mr Hichborn deliver Mr Bruce one Moses Boat for Ship Genl

Lincoln
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Capt Hopkins deliver’d Honl Mr [Thomas] Cushing the Cable P Ordr 14
Inst wt43..0.14 -
Order’d That the Commy deliver Capt Harreden [Jonathan Haraden] as
many water Casks as he wants, also 2 m'10d & 2 m 20d Nails —
Order’d That Mr Gray deliver Mr Thomas Four Pieces English Duck & ten
pounds Twine for Brig Tyrannicide —
Order'd The Comy deliver Mr Thomas Two Pieces Russia Duck - for B
Tyrannicide
Order’d That the Agents deliver Mr White all the perspective Glasses left,
wch came in Bark John
Order’d The Commanding Officer at the Castle release & send up to Town
~ the Sloop Liberty D Loring Master & suffer other Lumber loaded Vessells to
pass unmolested —

1. Mass. Arch., vol. 148, 184-86.

MASSACHUSETTs BOARD OF WAR To CAPTAIN RICHARD JAMES !

War Office Boston March 1, 1777

The Brigantine Count Destaing of which you are Master being now
loaded and ready to sail your Orders are to proceede direct for Martinico
where you are to dispose of your Cargo to the best advantage and of your
Briga Also provided you can obtain not less then Ten hundred pounds
Currency. Invest the whole proceeds in the several Articles in the annex’d
schedule giving the preference to those first mentioned, these goods youl
Ship in any Vessell or Vessels belonging to the board that may be in Martin-
ico and take passage home together with your Crew if any of your Men will
take their discharge in Martinico you may pay them off together with one
Months advance pay should they insist upon it. —

Should there be no Vessel in Martinico at your Arrival belonging to the
Board, you may Charter a small French Vessel in which you may Ship your
effects & come home yourself — _

This Vessel must be cleared for Miquelon & Shall upon their arrival here
be allowed to purchase any of our produce and be intituled to every other
reasonable indulgence

If you can’t charter a French Vessel you must continue in Martinico
till some Vessel may arrive to take you with your effects for which we shall
make proper provision

If you can’t sell your Vessel you will purchase as much salt as together
with your other effects will be sufficient to load your Briga & come direct
home. -

 Upon your return you are to make the first Harbour in New hampshire
on the Eastern parts of this State from whence you will give the earliest notice
to the Board by express — the Board Consent to allow you 5 P Cent Commis-
sions on the sales of your Cargo 214 P Cent on the Returns & five P Cent on
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the sale & return of your Briga together with a Customary priviledge home
in proportion to the Burthen of the Vessell you come in.
By order of the Board
Sam! Philips Savage Prest

Schedule

1000 effective Fire arms fit for

. Soldiers wth Bayonets
500 Soldiers Blanketts
50 Barrells Powder

200 ps Ravens Duck or Tent Cloth
100 ps Russia do
100 ps Coarse white Linnen

100 Check’t do
50,000 Flints or in this proportion
5 Ton Roll Brimstone > lay out the Neet
500 1b Twine proceeds of your Cargo.

50 Bolts of Ticklenburg
500 1b sorted Wire mostly Large
Coarse Woolen Cloaths
Salt to Ballast home.

J

1. Mass. Arch., vol. 151, 411-12, Letters from the Board of War, 1776-1780.

JAMES WARREN TO SAMUEL PHILLIPS SAVAGE !

Sir. Plymo March 1. 1777
A schooner Arrived here Yesterday from Alexandria & brings such
Accounts of the situation of the Entrance between the Capes, & of the Bay,
that I think it next to Impossible for a vessel to get into Virginia or Mary-
land. to be sure the Chance is not 1 to 10. there are 7 sail of Men of War
& 9 Tenders who ride in different parts of the Bay. & shift their stations. they
had taken when he came away 25 sail. Among which 1 presume are the
two Schooners I chartered here, as they had not Arrived at Baltimore. in
this way you must fail of geting the necessary quantity of flour. I have two
Schooners ready to sail According to your Orders for Baltimore but on this
Intelligence shall stay them till further Orders. I have talked with the
Master & think it will be throwing these Schooners away to send them this
Voayge. I propose to Order them the first wind to Boston where you may
put on Board such Cargoes as you think proper, & send them to such places
as may Answer some of your purposes. you must have Grain or flour & I
think you must get it from the Carolinas. the Other Schooner will soon be
ready. I have purchased three hhds rum. shall get two hhds sugar & with
the 5 hhds of rum bot of me make A Cargo for her. I designed her for
McTomkin, but that I also hear is in one of five Counties in Virginia Mary-
land & Pensilvania which have revolted to Howe. she must not go there, I
believe I shall send her to Carolina. ‘The Schooner I charterd Joshua
Bartlett Mr is safe Arrived at Winyaw. Irecd three hundred pounds by Doctr
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Roberts to whom refer you for perticulars of the Sarsaparilla & Am with
Respect [&c.]
] Warren

[P.S.] Irecd your several Letters by Bartl[et] & shall Execute your orders as
well as I possibly can

1. Mass. Arch., vol. 152, 81-81a, Board of War Letters, 1776-1777.

ComMODORE EsEk HoPKINS TO CAPTAIN JOHN PAUL JONEs!

Sir Onboard the Warren March 1st 1777

I receiv’d yours P Express, and do absolutely think that it is Imprac-
ticable to get those Vessels fitted and Mann'd for your proposed Expedition
and Shall Acquaint the Hon Marine Board with my Reasons — I am Sir [&c.]

Esek Hopkins

P. S. If you have anything to Communicate or to apply to me for, I am
always to be found onboard the Warren where you will be Safe -
John P. Jones Esqr Boston

1. Papers CC (Letters of John Hancock, and Miscellaneous Papers), 58, 197, NA.

ComMmoDORE Esex Hopkins To CAPTAIN JOHN PAUL JonEs! .

Sir Providence March 1st 1777 —

The above is Copy of a paragraph of an Order I received from the hon
Marine Board dated 21st Jany 2 and in Consequence thereof I am to Request
that if you have not You immediately pay the Remainder of the people’s
Wages Lately under your Command — and likewise to Return to the Several
Agents where you may have Sent Prizes a Certificate Attested of all the Men
belonging to the Ship Alfred and Sloop Providence while under your Com-
mand, that is Intitled to Prize Money, together with a List of the Officers and
the Core they are to Share in, and also the Names of the most deserving
Seamen which are Intitled to the dead Shares agreeable to Orders of Con-
gress — and you will likewise deliver either your Books of the Ship Alfred and
Sloop Providence, or an Attested Copy thereof to the Agent John Bradford
Esqr as soon as possible — I am Sir [&c.]

Esek Hopkins @

John P. Jones Esqr at Boston
1. Papers CC (Letters of John Hancock, and Miscellaneous Papers), 58, 193-94, NA.
2. See Volume 7, 1008-09.

3. Hopkins also wrote to Bradford this date asking him to see that Jones complied, Hopkins
" Letter Book, 68, RIHS.

OwNER’s BonDp FOR THE RHODE IsLAND Sroop Polly!

Know all Men by these Presents That I John Brown of Providence in the
County of Providence in the State of Rhode Island and Providence Planta-
tions Merchant, am held and firmly bound unto Joseph Clarke Esqr. General
Treasurer of said State, in the Sum of Two Thousand Pounds Lawful Money
to be paid unto the said Joseph Clarke or to his Successors in said Office for
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the Use of said State To which Payment well and truly to be made I bind
myself my Heirs Executors and Administrators, firmly by these Presents.
Sealed with my Seal. Dated the First Day of March, in the Year of Our Lord
One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy-Seven.

Whereas Joseph Tillinghast Master of the Sloop Polly owned by the said
John Brown is permitted by a Resolve of the Council of War of this State,
to sail with said Sloop for Port Dauphin in Hispaniola with a Cargo of Fish,
Onions, and Hoops. Now the Condition of this Obligation is such That if
the said Joseph Tillinghast shall proceed with said Sloop and her Cargo to
Hispaniola and shall within Eighteen Months after the Departure of said -
Sloop lodge in either of Intendants Offices within this State, Certificates from
the Proper Offices there in Case any be established or otherwise under the
Hands and Seals of three reputable Merchants residing there that the Cargo
of said Sloop was there unladed, and shall in all other respects during said
Voyage comply with the Regulations and Restrictions which Vessels have
heretofore been permitted to sail by said Council of War, and further if the
Owner or Owners of said Sloop shall upon her Return give the Refusal of her
Cargo to this State, then this Obligation shall be void or else in full Force.

John Brown

Sealed-and deiivered

in the Presence of }Wm Tillinghast Elk®* Watson

1. Maritime Papers, Bonds, Masters of Vessels, vol. 8, Part 2, R. I. Arch. Another owner’s bond
was entered into the same day by Joseph Almy of Tiverton, guaranteeing the return from
Hispaniola of the sloop Lydia, Ezekiel Dennis, to whom permission to sail had been given
on January 5th, 1777, by the Rhode Island Council of War. The Lydia’s outward cargo
was horses and fish.

Providence Gazette, SATURDAY, MARCH 1, 1777

Providence, March 1.

Friday se'nnight [February 21] a party of our troops landed on Rhode-
Island, and brought off a quantity of hay and oats. Captain Tyler, in the
Spitfire galley, attended the landing, and gallantly sustained the enemy's fire
from a battery of six guns for several hours, which was briskly returned, but
with what effect we have not yet learnt. When the troops had compleated the
service assigned them, the Spitfire drew off; she was considerably damaged in
her hull and rigging, and had 7 men wounded, one of them mortally.

MINUTES OF THE PENNSYLVANIA COUNCIL OF SAFETY !

[Philadelphia] March Ist 1777
Resolved, That Mr William Webb be appointed Paymaster to the Navy
and Navy Board for this State

1. Record Group 27, Navy Board Minute Book, vol. 1 (Feb. 13-June 80, 1777), Pa. Arch.Here-
MINUTES OF THE PENNSYLVANIA NAvy BoArp ' -

[Philadelphia] Navy Board March Ist 1777 -
In consequence of the Resolve of yesterday concerning the purchase of
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Fire Ships, The prize Ship King George, was only put up for Sale and she was
bought by Paul Cox for Eleven Hundred and Five pounds.

Richard Wells Junr presented a petition to the Council of Safety to be
continued in his Boat for the purpose of Victualing the Fleet.

Resolved, That the said Wells be continued to ply to Fort Island with
provisions daily together with two other Men in said Boat and be allowed
Twenty-five shillings P day for himself Boat and hands.

Delivered to [Captain] Hugh Montgomery of the Effingham twelve
Blankets out of the Council of Safety’s Store>for which he has given a receipt
together with Six Blankets and Three Rugs formerly received.

Resolved, That the Masters of all Shallops belonging to this State under
the direction of this Board be allowed Seven pounds Ten Shillings P Month
to comemnce from next pay day and the Mate of the Sally? be allowed Five
pounds P Month.

William Richards Ordered to deliver to John Annis 5 pieces Russia Sail
Cloth for a Mainsail for Sloop Industry [Thomas] Townsend, Master.

Delivered to Capt. John Hazlewood [Hazelwood], an order from the
Council of Safety on Dr Wm Smith for 50 1b Salt Petre.

1. Record Group 27, Navy Board Minute Book, vol. 1 (Feb. 13-June 30, 1777), Pa. Arch. Here-
after cited as Navy Board Minute Book, Pa. Arch.
2. Ammunition sloop Sally, Martin Wert, master.

Pennsylvania Evening Post, SATURDAY, MARcH 1, 1777

To be sold, on Wednesday the fifth instant, at six o’clock in the evening,
at the Coffee-house, the schooner Hope, now lying at Mr. Andrew Hodge’s
wharf, will carry about five hundred barrels of flour, and sails well. Inventory
to be seen at the Coffee-house. '

Pennsylvania Gazette, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 5, 1777

New-Jersey, March 1, 1777.

Pursuant to the Directions of an Act of the Council and General As-
sembly of New-Jersey, lately made and passed intituled, An Act to impower
the Marshal of the Court of Admiralty to secure and sell the Prize Vessel or
Brigantine called the Defiance, and her Cargoe, lately taken by the Militia of
this State,

Notice Is Hereby Given, That the said Brigantine called the Defiance,
with all her Tackle, Apparel and Furniture, now lying at the Mouth of
Tuckahoe River, in Great Egg-Harbour Inlet, and the Cargoe of the said
Brigantine, consisting of Melasses, Sugar, Coffee, Cocoa, Salt, Cotton, &c. and
sundry Whaling Tackle, will be Sold at public Vendue, at the house of John
Somers, jun. at Great Egg-Harbour, in the County of Gloucester, on
Wednesday the twelfth Instant.

The Sale to begin at ten o’Clock in the Forenoon. The Cash to be paid
on the Delivery of the Goods.

Isaac Kay, Marshal.
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RicHARD HENRY LEE TO ROBERT MORRIS !

Dear Sir, Baltimore March 1st 1777

As far as I am able to judge, the plan suggested in the inclosed memoir, is
admirably fitted to give a decided superiority to our Frigates above those of the
Enemy. If you should think so, I know you will push it into execution with
the same zeal that animates you in every thing that affects the public. Will
not the Churches furnish their bells to make 24 pounders for the Randolph
& the Delaware when they are to be employed against an enemy who mean to
exterpate religion and every thing else valuable here! Should the enemy gét
possession of Philadelphia, they will surely strip the churches of their bells,
as a perquisite for their chief Engineer, whereas, if they are lent to us, we
shall repay in kind. I hope you will not suffer the enemy to have the honor
of getting Philadelphia. I am with truth & esteem [&c.]

Richard Henry Lee

1. Papers CC (Letters Addressed to Congress), 78, XIV, 159-60, NA.

HoLTON JOHNSON TO THE MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR !

Gentelmen Baltimore March 1st 1777

I this Day Recd Yours of the 17 Inst [sic]? in which You write me You
want Flower & Pig Iron but with the Advise of Mr Hancock I have given up
the thoughts of Loding her With Flower & Iron for home as there was no
prospect of her giting out and then the Flower wold be worse[n]ing on hand
and Tobacco wold be Better I Tryd all in my power to perswade the Master
and Men to prosede the Voige to France but without success but I have
shipt as good A Master as any here Capt [Francis] Robins which out [sic was]
master of A Brig from Boston belonging to Mess[r]s Andrews Foster & Ingra-
ham, Consignd to me and fel in with Pyrets and was Taken in the Bay and sot
onshore after burning his Brig I have the Offer of as many men as I want
but there Wagers will be higher than the others was shipt for I shall En-
dever to Ship them to have there Discharge in France as my Orders is to have
the Brig sold in France Mr Pliarne has Given me Orders to Consign the
Brig to Messrs ] Gruel & Co Merchts In Nants he showd me his Agrement
with You which I thought proper to Obay his Orders as I was dezired by You
to Advise & Consult with him and shall Consign the Brig according to his
Orders I have got about one thurd of her Cargo On board & purchesd the
wind has held so to the North that the Craft has not bin able to Cum up with
Tobacco this 10 or 15 Days If the Men of war should Leve the bay before
I have her Loded I will gow down in her to Pertomeck and finsh Loding her
as Sune as possiable I shall do all in my power for the Interest of the Con-
sernd all the Vessels that is Loded is gown Down to Try to Git out we here
there is but one Man of War lays on the Tale of the Hors shew from [&c.]

Holton Johnson

1. Mass. Arch., vol. 152, 80, Board of War Letters, 1776-1777.
2. Mass. Arch., vol. 151, 42, Letters from the Board of War, 1776-1780.
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JOURNAL OF THE VIRGINIA NAvVY Boarp !

[Williamsburg] Saturday Ist March 1777. -
Ordered that a Warrant Issue to Capt John Calvert for One hundred and
twenty pounds upon Account, for the purpose of Recruiting Seamen for the
Naval service — Who gave Bond for his faithfully applying the said Money
and rendering a Just and true Account thereof. —

1. Navy Board Journal, 183-84, VSL.

VIRGINIA NAVY BoArD To CAPTAIN CHARLES THOMAS !

Sir,

Inclos’d is a memorandum of Cordage which is wanting for the Brigg
Northampton. You are desired to have it prepard as soon as possible and sent
by some good opportunity to the College landing or James Town as that
Vessel now waits for it —

Mem. Cordage
1 Cable 814 Inches 100 Fathoms

2Coils 3 Inch Rope

1 do 21y do

4 do 2 do

6 do R Ratline

1 do bolt Rope 114 Inch
1 do do 114 do
4 do Spun yarn

2 ‘do Worming

40 Ce in the whole of houseline Marline and
Hamburg line, of each an equal quantity —| -

(Signd) Thomas Whiting 1st Commr
[Williamsburg] 1st March 1777 -

1. Navy Board Letter Book, VSL. Thomas was superintendent of the Ropewalk at Warwick,
Virginia.

CAPTAIN JOoHN FORSTER TO GOVERNOR RICHARD CASWELL !

Sir, ' Wilmington March Ist 1777
Agreeable to the orders of your Excellency and the Council, I am now
heaving down and preparing the Privateer Genl Washington to take her
station for the defence of this River, but am much afraid (should even Ball
be procured in a short time) She will be delayed much longer than I could
wish for want of Hands — as from this Port being so long blocked up by the
King of England’s Ships, most of the Seamen have enlisted in the Land
Service of the United States. Before there was a Commission for fitting out
Armed Vessels in this State, those who did not enlist have gone to other ports,
and the encourageinent given in the Merchant service and on board private
Vessels of War by our neighboring States, so far exceeded the Continental
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pay that were ever so great a number of seamen here, there would be but very

little probability of my shipping a sufficiency of men for the Washington, but

as none are to be got here, I see no prospect of her being Man'd without your

Excellency in Council could advise me or fix on some expedient, how men

may be shipped with dispatch. Most respectfully I am your Excellencys [&c.]
Jrne Forster

1. Governors Letter Books, Richard Caswell, 1779-86, Appendix 1777, 338, NCDAH.

JoHN PALMER’S JOURNAL OF A CRUISE IN THE CONNECTICUT
PRIVATEER SLooOP Revenge !

Saterday the 1 Day of March [1777] this morning Clear and at 6 am See a
Sail All hands Was Call to make Sail — We Sot our mainsail and Square Sail
and Studdind Sa[i]l and Jibb and fliing Jibb and Top Sail and Water Sail
and Wringtail our Coursje S W and the Wind to the Northerd a Smart
Brease a Going 6 or 7 knots  Sot our Top gallant W[hich] Drawd hur Very
fast and at 1 P m See hur of or the Decks and at 4 P m Shee hove two and
Hawld up hur Courses in order for Battle and at 5 P m We in Musket Shot of
hur And Quick found hur Superior force to us — We Gibed and Shee Wore
Round and Giv[e] Chaice to us — and fird Several Shot at us and the thirde
Shot Shee firde Shee fird away one of our Lanyards and Struck our Starbord
bow Gun and Carde a Way the upper Parte of our Porte Sill - Shee Was a
twenty Gun Ship for Which We See — We made all Sail for to Git Cleare of
hur and Stood Cource SbW Till 10 P m and then We hawld our Wind and
Stood Cource SE till 11 P m and then hove two under fore Sail and So Ends
this 24 howers —
1. “John Palmer’s Journal of a cruise in the privateer sloop Revenge from Stonington, Conn.,
22 January 1777, cruise ending at New Bedford, 22 May 1777, Joseph Conkling, com-

mander,” MHA. Hereafter cited as John Palmer’s Journal, MHA. Palmer was Marine
lieutenant on board the Revenge.

LieuTENANT HucH C. CHrisTIAN, R.N., T0O VICE ADMIRAL JAMES YOUNG !

Copy) His Majesty’s hired Transport 4lbion
Sir ‘Old Road St Christophers March st 1777.

I have the Honour to acquaint You that agreeable to Your Orders I
proceeded with the Transports under my Command to the Island of Montser-
rat, where the Fleet arrived on the 22d Instant [sic] — light and Contrary
Winds, together with inattention (or the very bad Sailing of the Diamond
and two of the Briggs) prevented our doing it sooner — the Hessians I found
on my arrival had quitted Montserrat on the 12th of this [sic] Month and that
on the same Evening they were cast on Shore at the NE point of Nevis: — I
made the signal to Weigh and arrived in Nevis Road on the Morning follow-
ing, it was my earnest wish to have Embarked the Troops the same day: but
a Variety of delays prevented its being compleated ’till late in the Day
following. not finding it possible from the very great Surf and the scarcity
of Water to complete the Ships at Nevis: I proceeded to old Road St Christo-
phers, where I found great Difficulty in providing Casks, for those Ships which
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had received the Troops: however that difficulty as well as the want of Beds
is surmounted, but not without my giving Written Orders to the several
~ Ships to supply those Articles — I found some of them had more than they
had occasion for.

Ensign McDonnells Party being received on Board the Albion agreeable
to Your Order at Antigua rendered it impossible that she cou’d taken in any
of the Hessians ~ The Rachel and Prince William: as you will perceive by
the return which I have the Honor to inclose 2 were the Ships best Calculated
to receive the Troops: for two Reasons: the one the accomodation they could
afford, the other its being a means of strengthening very much those Ships,
which are in good Order and Commanded by Men, who I much beleive are
to be depended upon. — The Hungerford has received her proportion agree-
able to Your Order.

I found in Nevis Road a Brigg called the Royal Scepter, she is Chartered
by Government and Laden with Coals. he sailed from Cork on the 24th
November last, and says that by Leakes, bad Weather and some other Causes
he was constrained to bear up — I gave him an Order to put himself under
my Command and he now makes part of the Fleet.

The Hungerfords Fore Rigging, proved on our arrival here to be so bad,
that they were under the necessity of getting new Shrouds over Head, this
caused a delay which has given me some Anxiety; but this Afternoon I am
determined to proceed to sea.

It is with Concern that I make mention to You of my real opinion of the
Generallity of the Ships. they are ill found and the Albion, Rachel, Prince
William and one or two others (excepted) are managed with very little
attention: and I much fear, want that degree of Zeal necessary for them to
surmount Difficulty’s — however Sir you may depend upon my utmost
endeavours and I entertain very Sanguine Hopes of reachlng New York with
the Fleet.

I found at Nevis — Mr Harvey a Midshipman belonging to His Majesty’s
Ship Hope in America who had been taken by the Boston Privateer some
Weeks since — he then Commanded a Prize belonging to the Hope in which
he was blown off the Coast - he applied to me for a Passage to New York, and
as the Diamond is a Ship of which I had some Reason to entertain a Doubt -
I therefore placed him in her as a Passenger only with private Instructions to
be attentive to the Conduct of the Master of that Sh1p

Three Vessels whose Names you will perceive in the return mean to
continue with the Transports some distance to the Northward I shall most
assuredly shew them every possible attention.

I trust and hope that my Conduct will meet with your approbatlon -1
have the Honor to be with respect, Sir [&c.]

Hugh C. Christian

P. S. 7 oClock in the Evening Saturday the Ist of March; notwith-
standing my utmost endeavours to remove every possibility of an excuse, Yet
the Hungerford is in such a Condition that she cannot proceed to sea — her
Guns are not Clear, her hold is not Stow’d nor is her Rigging set up — these
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omissions I firmly beleive to have been in some degree intentional — I will be
on board her to Morrow and see her prepared — when we certainly will sail. —

1. PRO, Admiralty 1/309.
2. Only a meaningless fragment of the return has been preserved.

AcCOUNT OF MARYLAND NAVY SCHOONER Friendship 1IN CURAGAO !

The Schooner Friendship John Gibbons Master for Disbursements (in

Curacao) To James Smith Dr

1777  To Negro hire : P..3..-
Feb.19 “ Vendue Masters Commission in the Schooner}
which endeavour’d to sell at Publick Sales } 0..4..-
*  Ship Chandlers Bill 30..-..2
“  Butchers Do 51..6..2
“  Sail makers Do 12. 4. .-
“ 30 Punt Load Ballast 22..4. .-
“  Rum for the People ac Sundries 17..4..3
“  Water h..—..—
“  Balance of the Mates Wages on board 123..2. .4
“ Amot of Capt Gibbons accot for sundries 55..2..—
*“  paid Capt Gibbons his expences according )
‘““ to his agreemt on Shipping 34 days @ 8/3 } 47..6..3
‘*  TIsaac Gouverneurs Accot for a Mast,
‘“  Carpenters, & Black smiths Work } 317. .4. .4
“ Passport 2. — .~
“  Entering & Clearg fees 6..4..-
Mar 1 To Balance of a Sailors Wages 40..6. .- 1126~
“ advanced Captain Gibbons 81..4..3
122..2..3
“  Shoes for the People 7..5..3
: £842..6. .~
Commission 5 pCent 42..1. .~
£884..7. .~
Supra Cr.
£884..7. .~

By Messrs Vanbibber & Harrison
(Triplicate) Curacao March 1. 1777
Errors Excepted James Smith

1. Red Book, XVI, Md. Arch.
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2 Mar. (Sunday)

Diary oF Dr. JamEs HuTcHINSON 1

[On board the Ship Sally]

March 2nd [1777]: This morning the wind strong at West, several
small birds of different species came on board the vessel, from this circum-
stance we flatter ourselves we cannot be very far from land, two of the birds
appeared to be snow birds, and two of them not very unlike a partridge in
shape and colour, but somewhat brighter, much smaller, their legs being long,
slender and yellow. From yesterday morning about two o’clock, till this
morning about four, we had a brisk south westerly wind, by which we have
made 70 or 80 miles westing, the wind is at present Northwest, yet we are not
without hopes that we shall be able to fetch some friendly Port on the con-
tinent, tho we are still without any proofs from our observation of having got
as far towards America as the Gulf Stream, our latitude is today 32°48’,
which is 20 miles further south, than it should be by our reckoning, instead
of being further north.

Every occurrence that we can advent to, which can be considered in our
favour, proves little enough to keep our ships crew tolerably in good spirits,
they have been long praying to put away before the wind, and try to make
some Island in the West Indies, in times of peace any ship would have done
so long ago, but our case is singular. Our cargo, consisting of lead, clothing,
powder, arms, gunlocks and gun flints is considered as being of the last
importance to the Congress, our- Captain is determined if possible to give a
good account of it, and is as-desirous as man can be to beat it out to the last,
but unfortunately is not in good health, and his nerves being affected by his
complaints, he sometimes wants that fortitude which otherwise he would
possess, at some periods his spirits are like to sink, under such a series of
adversities. The officer who is second in command unhappily has not a single
ounce of fortitude or manly perseverance, with the fear of perishing con-
stantly before his eyes, he magnifies every molehill into a mountain, wears
the countenance of despair and has long been wishing to let the vessel steer
any course that might bring him in sight of a plentiful dinner, be the con-
sequence what it might; to his want of discretion we are in some measure
indebted for the hardships we now suffer. While the ship was in port, the
Captain being sick, the care of the Ship’s stores ex officio fell on him, he was
either too lazy or too ignorant to make sufficient for provision for so pre-
carious a passage; and during the voyage when provisions were running low,
he seems to have been so much afraid of coming to allowance, that he con-
cealed as long as possible from us, and even from the Captain, the real state
of our affairs, and from his fear of eating but little, we were in the utmost
danger of having nothing at all to eat, long before this time; the first time he
gave the least hint of a probability of a want of bread, was not till he had but
one cask and an half remaining, and then it was with the greatest difficulty and
entreaties that Dr. Williamson and myself could induce them to think of
allowance, they seemed so totally deprived of all power of thinking; we
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were not told of the scarcity of our meat till it was reduced much more than
our bread, and I sincerely believe, there would have been no examination
into this matter at all, had it not been for our resolutely insisting that it
should be done, and that we would see what the ships crew had to depend
upon, the mate always on being interrogated on the subject of provisions,
answering that he had laid in a sufficiency for an East Indian voyage.

It happens however that neither the fears or entreaties, either of his
first mate or sailors make any impression on the Captain while he is en-
couraged to persevere by those of whom he has a better opinion. Another
passenger, Dr. Williamson and myself are determined to support the Captain
in his attempt to deliver the cargo, in some of the United Colonies, while
there is a single ounce of provisions on board the ship, for after they are
expended, we apprehend we might eat leather and such other articles as
could be found on board, besides we have a dog, cat, pidgeon and some prunes
which would probably serve. us till we could fetch some of the Maroon
Bahama Islands near the Tropic,? where guns and ammunition in abundance
would soon procure us a supply of wild fow[e]], till we could get in the way
of other provisions; as we apprehend we can endure hardships, when there
is any necessity for so doing, with as little reluctance as any other persons
whatever.

Our other passenger who comes to the continent as an engineer and
stiles himself the Chevalier de la Comte Vrecour has long since been praying
for the friendly hand of Death to come and rescue him from his suffering and
dangers. We have frequently told him his prayers for death are obviously
useless, for if the very worst should happen he will only die, and then be sure
of the very thing he now prays for. He often lays and sweats in his bed for
whole days and nights without rising. We have overheard him talking to his
valet, about making use of his pistols, but I apprehend from some specimens
I have seen of his fortitude, there is no great danger of his exercising his
talent of engineering, by levelling that small piece of ordnance against his
own life, tho the want of good soup makes it less comfortable to him at
present. He has long since given us to know that America can hardly do
without him, yet he certainly would have suffered her to sink under the
superior skill of her enemies rather than have brought her deliverance at
half so much danger to himself, if his very great ignorance had permitted him
to suspect what was to happen during such a tempestuous winter; he often
informs me with a great degree of seriousness and gravity that he will [not]
return to France by water, but let the expense be what it may, he is deter-
mined, after the war is concluded, to go to Europe by land, as the sea is
exceedingly disagreeable; I listen to the account he gave me of his resolution
and appear highly to approve of his plan; tho I informed him I feared he
would meet with unsurmountable difficulties in executing it, he assured me
he would be ready to encounter them, however great they might be, for that
he was determined nevermore to venture on the ocean; I produced a map
of the world, belonging to the Captain, and desired him to point out the
particular route he meant to take on his return, as I informed him my
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knowledge of Geography did not extend so far, as to know the particular
point in which the Old and New Worlds were united by terra firma; he
avoided doing this, and endeavoured to convince me by a number of argu-
ments that a knowledge of geography and those kind of sciences, tho they
might be proper enough for physicians the faculty of colleges and those kind
of beings, yet they were certainly too insignificant to be taken notice of by the
gentleman and the soldier; I was struck with the profundity of his knowledge
and left him determined on a terragueous route to Europe.

1. Miscellaneous Manuscript Collection, APS.

2. Probably Watling and Cat Islands and Rum Cay where the “maroons,” fugitive slaves, sought
refuge.

3 Manr.

JAMES SULLIVAN TO SAMUEL PHILLIPS SAVAGE !

Sir Biddeford 3d of March 1777

Mr Benjamin Nason of this Town has been informed that the Honble -
Board of War wants a Number of White pine Masts and he having Timber
Suitable therefor would be glad to get any Number from fifty to Seventy of
Twenty Six Inches and under that bigness wth the usual Number of Bow
Sprits and Yards —.if you are not already supplied I beg leave to recommend
him as a Person whose Contract may be relied upon — he would deliver the
Sticks at Falmouth in the summer 1778 if this proposal is agreeable to you a
contract may be sent to me and I will See the Counterpart Authenticated and
deliver it safe to you when I come up I am {&c.]

Ja Sullivan

1. Mass. Arch., vol. 152, 89, Board of War Letters, 1776-1777.

ErLias HASKET DERBY TO THE MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR !

Committee of War -
Gentlemen — Salem, 3 March, 1777

I have a Ship of thre Hundred & fifty Tons, & a Brigt of two Hundred &
Eighty, at Portsmouth, nearly Loaded — I shall be willing to Charter them
to the state if the terms will sute me - they have as Cargo upwards of five
Hundred Thousands of Boards, Hopes & Staves—about One Hundred Cask
of Herren & some Shingles — I am Content you should have the whole paying
me the first Cost & Charges ~ together with five pr Cnt Commishons — or to
pay me the price set by this state Clear of any Charge or Commishons — the
Vessels you shall have at Nine Shillings pr Ton a Month to take them from
the time they were ready to go to Portsmouth — I suppose you have not given
more then 8/ but such Vessels Cannot be maintaind at this time for Nine
Shillings — The Vessels I Loaded for Cape Frances — Capt Nathal Silsbee was
to have had the Management of the Business I think I Can Recommend
him as a Person fit for any Business at that Place — the Ship Shall be Dischargd
& paid offf] on the delivery of her Cargo at the Cape — the Brigt Shall Like-
wise be Dischargd & paid Provided she Can be sold to my mind - if not she
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must be in pay till her arivall in this State, & paid of[f] here the state to pay
the Charge of Loading, the Wages & Provisions & the Customary Port Charges
abroad - the State of Insure 150 £ on each Ship more then the first purchese
of them at Vendue on Acctto of the Expence I have been at —
I Loaded these Vessels for my Acctto but I Suppose the Embargo will Remain
till late in the Spring when the Danger will be too great for me to Risk them
to go of[f] this Coast ~ wich is the Only reason of my letting them -
the Vessels might soon be put to sea as they have most of their stores now on
board — I will part with them as they Cost me & will assist in getting them Out
my self if agreabel — I Shall Choose Capt Silsbee Should go in the Ship — the
Brigt you will appoint a Master — or leave it to me as You like, I have left
the Matter with Capt Silsbee any agreement from him shall be Acknowl-
edgd by Your [&c.]

Elias Hasket Derby .

1. Mass. Arch., vol. 152, 88-88a, Board of War Letters, 1776-1777.

JosepH LAMBERT TO CAPTAIN GEORGE WILLIAMS !

Sir , + Salem March 3d 1777

I received your letter of the Ist Instant informing me that the Board of War
would take all the Woollen Goods Pease and Medicines taken:on board the
Prize Ship Royal Charlotte, and desiring I would send them up by the first
opportunity; but I think it will be more regular for some person to be here in
behalf of the Board to receive the Goods take an Accot of the quantity and
see to the Shiping or transporting them to Boston. I should be glad you
would send the Invoices which Mr [Miles] Greenwood gave you. There are
not Invoices of all the Goods, particularly of the Woollens; I think therefore it
will be necessary to fix the Price of them before the delivery of them. Iam
sir [&c.] :
Joseph Lambert

1. Mass. Arch., vol. 152, 87, Board of War Letters, 1776-1777.

JOURNAL OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL *

[Boston] Monday March 3d 1777 -

Ordered that Joseph Ross Master of the Cartel Vessel Hawke now lying
in the Harbour of Salem & Andrew Jones a passenger in the same both of
whom are now in this Town be forthwith directed to proceed for Salem and
to go and keep constantly on board said Vessel while she shall remain within
this State — And the Sheriff of this County is hereby ordered to convey the
said Ross and Jones onboard said Vessel in Salem Harbour ~And it is hereby
further ordered and directed that no person belonging to said Cartel shall be
permittéd to come on shore without the special Licence of Council or the
Agent by them Appointed to conduct the Exchange of Prisoners and that no
person be permitted to go on board said Cartel who is not concerned in the
Exchange and that She lays off in the Harbour ’till her departure.

1. Mass. Arch., vol. 20, 314, 315.
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MAssACHUSETTs BOARD OF WAR To CAPTAIN JacOB CoLE !

War Office,

Capt Jacob Cole, &
Capt Ebenezr Bradford Boston March 3d 1777

The Ship General Lincoln of which you are Master, being now ready
to sail, your Orders are to proceed for Charlestown South Carolina, deliver
your Cargo to Mr Stephen Bruce to whom you are consigned, receive on
Board your Ship a Load of Rice and such other Articles as Mr Bruce may
direct —

When you are ready to sail from South Carolina you are to proceed
direct for Nantes in the Kingdom of France, deliver your Lett[ers] to Messrs

Jacques Gruel & Compy there, and follow their Orders for your further
proceedings — As your Ship is to be sold you with your Men are to take your
Passage home in the first Vessel coming this Way, for which we shall make
proper provision —

If any of your Men will take their discharge in France you may pay them
off, giving them one Months advance pay, should they insist upon it - What
Money you may want for the payment of your Men & other Disbursments
Messrs Gruel & Company will supply but it is recommended to you to be as
frugal as possible — You will be careful of the Seamens Receipts for the Money
receiv'd —

By order of the Board,
Sam! Phps Savage, Prest

[1st endorsement] Boston March 8th 1777 I acknowledge the above to
be a true Copy of the orders I have rec’d from the Honble Board of War &
Promise to obey the same Jacob Cole

[2d endorsement] April 14 1777 The above I acknowledge to be Copy of
my sailing Orders in ship Pliarne saving that I am to deliver my Cargo to Mr
Pliarne or in his Absence to Messrs Alexander Gillon & Co & follow their
Directions — & promise to obey the same

P Me Eben Bradford 2

1. Mass. Arch., vol. 151, Letters from the Board of War, 1776-1780.
2. Board of War issued identical orders to Bradford on April 14. Thus, this second endorsement
appears on Cole’s orders.

Joun BrADFORD TO CAPTAIN JoHN Moopy!

‘ Boston 3rd March 1777

You being master of the Brig Betsy wch is in all respects Equip’d for the

Sea its my orders you embrace the first fair wind and Sail for Baltimore in

Maryland where on your Arrival you are to Apply to the honble John Han-

cock Esqr presedent of the Congress Who will give you directions for your
future proceedings

I hope you will be very Carefull to shun every Vessell You may see and

I would have you Run About five miles to the Southward of the Cape Henry
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and if possible pass it in the night keeping your Lights Close you may run
with Safety by the Chart And Venture to b[illegible] on the horse Shoe and
trust your Lead for the Same

I hope your conduct will be such as will entitle You to future employ
in the Continental Service. you will take particular Care of your Sails and
Riggen and Let nothing Suffer for want of Care
[Endorsed] I acknowledge the Above to be a true Copy of my orders which

I promise to follow John Moodie -

L. John Bradford Letter Book, vol. 1, LC.

Boston Gazette, MONDAY, MARCH $, 1777

Boston, March 3.

Friday last arrived at a safe port, a prize brig ! with 900 hogsheads of salt,
taken by the privateer sloop Satisfaction, Captain [John] Stevens, of this port,
who was in chase of a sail when this prize left them. — Since which we learn
the above Prize is safely moor’d.

By a Person from Plymouth, we learn, That a Vessel arrived there on
Friday last from Maryland, the Master of which we hear, reports, That seven
of the Enemy’s Frigates, with their Tenders were cruising in Baltimore
[Chesapeake] Bay, to intercept any Trade that might be carried on at that
Place.

We hear a flagg arrived at Marblehead on Tuesday last from Halifax,
with ten or twelve masters of vessels — It is said the tories have petitioned this
State, that they might return and be received into favor.

1. Margaret, John Beddlecome, master, Mass. Arch., vol. 159, 74-77.

JaMEs WARREN TO SAMUEL PHiLLIiPS SAVAGE !

[Extract] '
- Plymo: March 3d 1777
This goes p Capt Amos Rider of the Schooner Brittania Chartered on
your Acct for the Southern States. This Schooner I should have sent directly
to Messrs Purveyance at Baltimore had I not been prevented by the Intel-
ligence recd here by A Schooner from thence in a short passage. that
Intelligence I gave you by Doct Roberts. it is Since Confirmed by a Vessel
from Philadelphia. Iam fully Convinced of the Impracticability of geting A
Vessel to Baltimore: & have therefore sent her to Boston to receive such
Orders as you may think proper to give. I believe the Carolinas are as little
Infested with Pirates as any of the southern States. if you should think
proper to order her there, the Master is an honest steady Man & equal to the
disposition of the Cargo, & is well Acquainted. I have furnished every thing
necessary for the Vo[yage] except one or two Inconsiderable Articles, & also
paid the advance wages. the Vessel from Philadelphia had A long passage,
when he came away the River was Open, & clear of Men of War but the
return of them was Expected. flour was at 22/6 rum & sugar very high. . ..

1. Mass. Arch., vol. 152, 84-84a, Board of War Letters, 1776-1777.
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GOVERNOR JONATHAN TRUMBULL TO Jonn Hancock !

[Extract]
Lebanon 3d March 1777

Upon the request of the Marine Comtee we have affixed Norwich as the
place of Building a 36 Gun Frigate, and Chatham as the place of Building a
28 Gun Frigate in this State, agreable to a Resolve of Congress of the 23d
Janry and a request of the Marine Comtee of the 28th Janry, and have ap-
pointed upon like request Capt Joshua Huntington to superintend Building
the Frigate at Norwich, and Capt John Cotton to superintend the Building
the other at Chatham.?

1. Papers CC (Connecticut State Papers, 1775-89), 66, I, 293-94, NA.
2. Norwich-built frigate was the Confederacy, and that at Chatham the Bourbon.

BARNABAs DEANE TO JosHUA HUNTINGTON !

D’r Sir, Weth[ersfiel]d 3d March 1777

On the Desire of Capt Lester I write you at this time In Regard to Long
pine Timber for the Frigate Under Your Direction.? My advice is that there
Should be no time Lost in Sending high up on Connecticut River and pro-
curing the Masts Yards and Long pine timber for plank which if not got Down
the River in the Springtime Cannot be got at any Other Season. Also that
Mr Jonathan Bush is gone up for to get pine Timber for the frigate to be
built at Chatham 3 and that he would be a Suitable person to Employ in that
Service if you Should think proper to Send.

Please to Excuse the Liberty I have Taken and Believe me to be D'r Sir
[&c.]
» Bar’s Deane

P.S. Excuse haste the Bearer being Waiting.

1. “Huntington Papers,” Collections of the Connecticut Historical Society (Hartford, 1923), XX,
54.

2. Confederacy.
3. Bourbon.

New-York Gazette, MONDAY, MARCH 3, 1777

New-York, March 3.

Since our last, the Brune Frigate, Captain [James] Ferguson, arrived
from Chesapeak Bay with five Prizes. One of them is a fine new Ship laden
with above 500 Hogsheads of Tobacco, from Baltimore, on the Congress’s
Account as usual, and valued at near £20,000 Sterling. She had been but a
few Hours from the Harbor, and was taken by the Preston, Commodore Hot-
ham, in Company with the Brune.!

1. Farmer, Benjamin Dashiell, master, with tobacco, staves, ctc., taken January 20, Howe's Prize
List, May 22, 1777, London Gazette, July 8 to July 12, 1777.
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JOURNAL OF AMBROSE SERLE !

[New York] Monday, 3d. [March]
A Brig came in from Santa Cruz, which gave Account, that many American
Privateers were cruizing in the West Indies. . . . Much Ice in the North River.

1. Edward H. Tatum, Jr., ed.,The American Journal of Ambrose Serle, 1776-1778 (San Marino,
Calif., 1940), 195. Hereafter cited as Tatum, ed., Serle’s Journal.

MiINUTES OF THE PENNsYLVANIA NAVY BOARD !

[Philadelphia] Navy Board March 3rd 1777 —
Robert Towers directed to deliver to Capt. [Isaac] Roach of the
Delaware Galley Sundry Grape Shot.
Griffith Jones being well recommended to this Board he is appointed to
the Command of the Fire Ship Strumbello [Strombolo].
An order drawn on William Webb 2 in favor Elijah Dow for his Account
of Iron Work against the Chatham Gondalo for £29 10 214.

1. Navy Board Minute Book, vol. 1, Pa. Arch:
2. Paymaster of Pennsylvania Navy.

PETITION OF RicHARD SMITH TO THE MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY !

Head Quarters, Annapolis March 3d 1777.

The humble Petition of Richard Smith to the Honourable the Council

of Safety for Leave, Humbly sheweth, That your Petitioner, hath been

solicitted for to enter on Board the Conquorer, which now lies here in the

Harbour; And as I have Most honourable Gentlemen, a Father on Board,

said Boat, that's first Lieutenant, the Captain offers me a Serjeant’s Birth in

the Marines, and, as it is not going out of your Honours Service, hopes

therefrom that you will indulge me so far, as to get with my Father in said
Boat. — And your Poor Petitioner, shall ever be in Duty bound to pray.
Richard Smith

N.B. Gentlemen I have been a Twelve Month in the Service, in Captain

[John] Fulfords Company, and has no Objections tarrying therein, only

wanting to be with my Father, and hopes Gentlemen, that you will grant me

the Favour.

Ric? Smith

1. Executive Papers, Box 2, Folder 155, Md. Arch.

JoUurRNAL oF THE VIRGINIA Navy Boarp!

[Williamsburg] Monday 3d March 1777. -
Capt Charles Thomas this day received Orders for having such Cordage
prepared as soon as Possible for the four eighty one feet Gallies that are now
Building for the use of this Commonwealth together with proper Cables and
Towlines for the same — Also Two hundred and twenty Fathom of Cable laid
Rope three and a half Inches for the flat Bottom Boats which are Building for
the Transportation of Troops. — -
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Ordered that Capt Charles Thomas be empowered to Build such Houses as
he may think Necessary for the greater Convenience of Carrying on the
Business of the Rope-Walk and that the same be done as soon as possible. —

1. Navy Board Journal, 184, VSL.

JournaL oF H.M.S. Phoenix, CAPTAIN HYDE PARKER, JR.!

March 1777 Cape Henry So 85W  Distance 38 Leag:

-Sunday 2d At 9 AM Saw a Schooner to Windwd fir'd Several Shot
to bring her too." At 4 past 11 Wore Ship, set the Fore
Sail & gave Chace
Fresh gales & Cloudy At 1 PM Came up wth and Brot too
the Chace a Schooner from Hispaniola bound to Mary-
land,? at 1% past Haul’d the Main Sail up & Brot too
under the Fore Sail, at6 More Modt sent a Petty Officer
& 6 Men onbd the Prize, at 8 Running under an Easy
Sail the Prize in Co

Monday 3d at 8 AM Brot too and sent a Boat onboard the Schooner,
took the Officer & Men out of the Prize and Scuttled her,

1. PRO, Admiralty 51/694,

2. Maryland schooner Ninety Two, Jeremiah Rogers, master, with salt and dry goods, Howe’s Prize
List, May 22, 1777, London Gazette, July 8 to July 12, 1777.

JournaL oF H:M.S. Emerald, CAPTAIN BENJAMIN CALDWELL !

March 1777 Cape Henry N77° W 35 Leagues _

Monday 3d at 8 AM saw a Sail to the Westward, made Sail & gave
chace at 10 fired 2 Six pounders to bring the Chace too,
which proved to be the Schooner Edward, Saml Arnold,
Master from Baltimore bound to Boston, with Bread %
flour, sent a petty officer & six Men onboard her.

1. PRO, Admiralty 51/311.

DiArY oF DRr. JaAMEs HUTCHINSON !

[On board the Ship Sally]

[March] 3rd [1777]: Our observation today agrees very well with our
reckoning, so that we have not the least reason to suppose that we have yet
arrived at the Gulf Stream, nor have we any other mark of approaching land
than those we have observed for some time past. We this day saw a whale, and
a large shark, the latter we attempted to take, but without success, during our
passage we have frequently met with great numbers of porpoises. The mate
has struck several but we were never happy enough to secure one.

There is now remaining a sufficiency of pork for two days allowance,
besides which there is no other meat, except a little beef which is so putrid
and offensive as to threaten with disease rather than promise any nourish-
ment, and our bread has now become so low, that our allowance for this week .
is but two ounces per man a day and that exceedingly damaged; I had.
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however, instead of bread, made use of some pruans which were when bought
designed for my Uncle Pemberton as I knew him to be fond of fruit. I
distributed a few to my ‘fellow passengers and they proved of important
service to them.

Within the last 24 hours we have passed through very large floats of Gulf
weeds, this we have found more or less from longitude 44° or45°. During the
last week, besides the Boston schooner which we spoke we have seen two other
vessels, one of them a sloop that appeared to be outward bound, we made.
signals of distress, but she fled at first sight, as almost every other vessel that
we have met with during this passage has done that was in a condition to
escape. This afternoon as I was sitting on the quarter deck, with that superla-
tive Genius the French Engineer, he let me know that he had for some time
past entertained doubts whether or not our Captain had not lost the way to
America, as he had never remembered to have heard of so long a passage. 1
endeavoured to quiet his fears on this head, and let him know that I ap-
prehended but little danger of our not finding America, the only thing we
had to dread was that the winds would not permit us to approach it, we after
this had some little conversation about Latitude and Longitude, and the
principles of Navigation, during which I acquainted the Officer, that a degree
of Longitude was more in the latitude we were ... .. .. agreed to undertake
it and as there were three quadrants on board the ship, we proposed to divide;
Monsieur le Comte de Vrecour to take one as by three different observations
we should be more certain of our latitude. I therefore applied to him for
that purpose and began with asking him if engineers were not in general good
mathematicians, he answered in the affirmative; I told him I supposed he
was well acquainted with this science, he told me he flattered himself he
understood it perfectly; I informed him I was happy to hear this as it was of
the utmost consequence for our safety, as well as that of the ship and cargo
to know our latitude. I therefore offered him a quadrant and begged he
would walk on deck and observe by one of the stars, as the night was very
fine and serene, he seemed a little confused on this and informed me he had
been told that the air near land was very pernicious, and his constitution
being very delicate he could not think of going on deck. I assured him medi-
cine had been my study and I would answer for the consequences with regard
to his health, he endeavoured to form some other excuse but I assured I
would not be put off, he then took a quadrant in his hand, and came up with
us. :

Doctor [Hugh] Williamson observed the middle star in Orion belt and as
Syrius soon after came on the meridian I took this; our French observer had
been looking thro the quadrant at different stars but had neither adjusted
nor moved the index. I inquired why he did not fix on some star to observe
by, but he replied that the quadrant I had given him was an English one, and
he did not know how to make use of it. I let him know I was sorry for this
and requested him to explain to me the difference between this and the
instrument the French made use of for the same purpose, but this he avoided
doing. Dr. Williamson’s observation differed with mine about 6 miles;
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while we were working our observations Dr. Williamson talked to the
Chevalier about zenith distance, altitude, declination, etc., but I found that
to this genius, who hereafter means to direct American armies and American
_campaigns, it was all unintelligible jargon; he, however, probably considers
it as too insignificant for the gentleman and the soldier.?

1. Miscellaneous Manuscript Collection, APS.

2. On April 12, 1777, Congress resolved: “That the Count de Vrecourt be appointed an engi-
neer in the service of the United States of America, with the rank and pay of a colonel,”
Worthington C. Ford, et al., eds., Journals of the Continental Congress, 1774-1789 (Wash-
ington, 1904-1937), VII, 259. Hereafter cited as Ford, ed., JCC.

JOURNAL oF THE SouTH CAROLINA NAvVY BoARD !

Navy Board [Charleston] Monday 3d March [1777]
28th A Letter was wrote to Capt. John Mercier
Capt. John Mercier Sir/ Navy Board 28th February 1777 —

The Commissioners of the Navy direct that you do proceed
with all posible Dispatch to Beaufort, Broad River, or Savannah
river whichever the Commanding Officer of the Troops (now going
to Georgia) may Direct, and you are during the time to have the
Troops or Stores on board, to follow the Directions of the Com-
manding Officer in respect to Landing of them, and by all means
Endeavour to Cultivate Harmony, between the Troops and Your
Own people — Should you be Obliged to go of[f] the Outside Keep
as Close along the shore as you can with Safety, and you are particu-
larly recommended to keep Company with the Other Vessels & give
them every assistance in your power during the Passage and by no
means to Remain at sea all Night with the Troops on board, if you
can possibly get into any one of the Inlets, As soon as the Troops
and Stores are Landed, you are to proceed to Beaufort, and there
Employ Mr. Black to make such alterations as is necessary to Com-
pleat her for the purpose she is Intended, as soon as that is done
and the Vessel Cleared you are to proceed with the Sloop to Charles
Town, with all possible dispatch. You are to Advise the Commis-
sioners by every Opertunity of Every Transaction relating to the
Vessel worth Communicating to them —

Edward Blake first Commissr

Ordered, That Capt [Edward] Allen be informed that the Com[missioners]
have agreed to take four Coils of new Cordage & as many water Casks out of
the Different prizes as may be wanted for the Different Armed Vessels, and
to allow 60/. for each H’hd.

Ordered that Mr. Stephen Duvall proceed [to] George Town and that
he bring two Guns Landed out of the Rattle snake — .
1. A. S. Salley, Jr., ed., Journal of the Commissioners of the Navy of South Carolina, October 9,

1776-March 1, 1779 (Columbia, S. C., 1912), 48, 49. Hereafter cited as Salley ed., South
Carolina Navy Board.
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ALEXANDER GILLON & Co. TO SAMUEL PHILLIPS SAVAGE !

[Extract]

. . . with pleasure assure you that by a Vessel of ours just arrd frm France
with 42,000 wt Pouder, Arms, Gunlocks & Salt we are inform’d rice is £8 10
p Ct & Indigo 49/ p 1b this Curry. ..

Charles Town So Carolina 3d March 1777

To Saml Ph Savage Esqre President of the

Honble the Board of War Boston

1. Mass. Ar-ch., vol. 152, 85, Board of War Letters, 1776-1777.

JournaL or H.M. SLoopr Hound, CAPTAIN JAMES ROBERTSON !

March 1777 Monti Christy SEBE 6 or 7 Leags

Sunday 2d at 8 AM spoke his Majestys Sloop Racehorse Do parted
Compy - Tacking Occasionally
Fresh breezes & Clear Wr at 2 PM Jost sight of the Race-
horse gave Chace to the SE, at b fired a Swivel & brot her
too, she prov’d the Chance Arm’d Brigg 12 Guns &c. wth
Molasses from the Cape to Charles Town, took possession
of the Vessel & got 54 Prisoners on board —

Monday 3d at 8 AM chac’d to the No wd our prize in Compy
Fresh & Squally wth Rain at 1 P M fir'd 2 Swivels & brot
too a small Schooner from Carolina to the Cape with
Tobacco & Pork, took possession,?

1. PRO, Admiralty 51/463.
2. Schooner Polly, Gayton’s Prize List, February 26, 1778, PRO, Admiralty 1/240.

CAPTAIN ANDREW SNAPE HaMOND, R.N., T0 VICE ADMIRAL JAMES YOUNG®

~ Roebuck at English Harbour in the
Sir « Island of Antigua 3d Mar 1777
' The Seaman named in the Margin ? belonging to his Majesty's Ship
under my command, having absented himself from duty without leave at New
York the 8th of last December, and has since been apprehended there, and
brought back to the-Ship, where he now remains under confinement.
I therefore beg the favour that you will please, Sir, to Order a Court-

martial for his tryal. I am Sir [&c.]
A.S. Hamond

1. PRO, Admiralty 1/309.
2. Osgood James Walker.

4 Mar.

JouN BRADFORD TO THE SECRET COMMITTEE OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS !

Gentlemen Boston [4] March 1777
‘I have the Honour to acquaint you that in consequence of an application from
the Council of the State to me to provide a proper vessell to carry some
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dispaches to France I Furnish’d her in a proper manner for so important an
Errand, and yesterday she sail’d after being detain’d three days by Contrary
winds.?2 1 have sent Capn John Adams Master of the paq. A man of a
Vivid Sprightly make and very Capable, he has every necessary precaution
both from the council & myself, respecting his Conducting himself in case
of danger. I malke] no doubt he will Aquit himself to the Satisfaction of
the honble Committee — I shoul’d have been glad to have made a greater
Remittance by this vessell but the inclemency of the weather has beén such
that it has prevented some Articles being sent to town wch I had engaged. I
therefore rather than send her in ballast only took out of the Brig Tryton
on[e] hundred teirces Salmon that with a trifle of pearl Ash & twenty Seven
barrels Oil is all the Cargo Ive sent Amounting to £602.17..1 I am waiting
Orders how to dispose of the Brig Tryton & to be directed what to fill her up
with, she has now three hundred teirces of Salmon on board.

By a Letter I Recd two dfays] since from Mr [Leonard] Jarvis I find the
Ship Esther was not sail’'d she was destin’d for Rappahannock, but last eveg
were rec'd Alarming Accounts that the Capes of Virginia are so throng'd with
British cruisers that its impossible to escape them therefore I should Order
the Esther to south Carolina if my Letter can reach Mr Jarvis in time she is
the finest Merchant ship in America. I have purchas’d only two of the four
vess[els] ordered, shall purchase the Millish [Mellish] Cloathing ship which
will be sold the week after next Post I have the honour to be Your [&c.]

JB

" 1. John Bradford Letter Book, vol. 1, LC.
2. Schooner Lynch.

JoUurRNAL oF THE MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL !

[Boston] Tuesday March 4th 1777

On Motion Ordered that Thomas Cushing Junr be & he hereby is
appointed to repair in this first Vessel with the Duplicates forwarded to this
State by the Hon’ble Congress to France & to deliver them himself to the
Gentlemen they are intended for agreeable to the requisition of Congress as
by their Letter dated Baltimore February 3d 1777 said Cushing to go at the
Continental Expence.

On Motion Ordered that John Bradford Esqr be & he hereby is directed
to send the Charts which were delivered him By Capt Uzard [Azariah Uzald)
late Commander of Julius Caesar by Order of Council February 22d last
to be laid before the Board.

1. Mass. Arch., vol. 20, 316.

PETiTION OF PIERRE REPHAIGNE TO THE MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL !

To the Honle the Council of the State of Massachusetts Bay —

The Petition of Pierre Riphaigne humbly sheweth, that he in Nov. last
imported into the State of Virginia three tons of Powder, nine six pounder,
and other military Stores; your Petitioner intended to have purchasd a Vessel,
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in that part of the Country, returnd to the west Indies again, for the purpose
of farther Importation, but not being able to purchase a Vessel there and
your Petitioner being advisd to proced to New England has purchasd one;
but the Embargo laid by your honrs — prevents your Petitioner proceding on
his intended Voyage — Your Petitioner therefore prays your Honrs to permit
him to load the Snow Elesabeth, at Kennebuck, with Lumber and proced on
her Voyag to the west Indies, and from thence to Virginia with a Load of
Salt —

and yr Petitioner further prays your Honrs — to permit Henry Richards,
now a Prisoner in Salem Goal, to go with your Petitioner as Chief Mate — and
your Petitioner as in Duty bound will ever pray —

Pe riphaigne

N. B. your Petitioner proposes to navigate sd Vessel with as many French
Men as he can obtain, and has engagd several already —
[Endorsed] In Council March 4th 1777 ~ read & orderd that the Prayer
of the within Petition be granted —

1. Mass. Arch,, vol. 166, 316.

CoMMODORE EsEK HoPKINS TO THE CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE 1

Gentlemen Onboard the Warren March 4th 1777 —

My last was of the 28th Ulto since which I receiv’d a letter from Lieutt
[Ezekiel] Burroughs of the Hamden [Hampden] a Copy of which you have
Inclosed, together with a Copy of the Agents and my Orders to Mr Allen
Brown in Consequence of it — this is the second time the Hamden has been
fitted and mannd at a great Expence for the Sea, and I am realy afraid She is
so week that it will be difficult to get a Sett of Officers and Men that will
Venture to go in her — I wrote you in my last that I expected to employ the
Warren, Providence and Sloop Providence to assist General [Joseph] Spencer
in a proposed Attack on Rhode Island, since which the Genl has acquainted
me that he was disappointed in some Troops which he expected to join him
and has Order'd what Men he had put onboard the Warren &c to be put
onshore, which is done — we are likely to remain in much the same Situation
we have been in for some time — Mr [Henry] Marchant who is appointed a
Delegate for this State will Set out for Congress in a few days by whom I shall
give you all the Intelligence in my power, and propose to try some way if the
Navy here can be brought into some better regulations — I am with great
Respect Gentlemen [&c.]

EH -

To the honble John Hancock Esqr
President of the Marine Committee at Baltimore

1. Hopkins Letter Book, 68-69, RIHS. -

Dr. HENRY H. TILLINGHAST TO CAPTAIN JOHN PAUL JONEs!

Dear Sir, Providence Marh 4. 1777.
Some Time past I wrote a few incorrect and jumbled Lines inclosing a
Certificate from the Secretary of the Marine boar[d] of the Time of my En-
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trance, and asked the Favour of your giving an Order for the Ballance of my
Wages; having received no Order, I must again renew my Request, and ask
of you to send it by the first Oppertunity, the doing of which will confer on
me a particular Obligation.

Sensible of the Mutiplicity of your Business I would not at present
attempt it, but for the Desire of having my Accounts settled. The last Time
I wrote, I was so hurried, that I could not avoid Inaccuracies & Blots, and even
now I am ashamed to send this for the Inspection of one, who in every sense
of the Word is an Adept in the English.

Customary Politeness will be thought the Origin of the Phrase (for I
will not allow it a Compliment), but a true Knowledge of your literary
Character will support my Expression.

You will find Sir, subject Matter sufficient, to employ the Pen of a Critic,
but as I profess nothing but Simplicity I cannot steer clear of an Error that I
would wish to avoid.

Mr [John Peck] Rathbun will deliver you this if Sir you will give my
Account to him to be forwarded, or forward it yourself, I shall be infinetely
obliged to you. am Sir your’s unalterably

Henry H¢ Tillinghast
John P Jones Esqr Boston By Lieut Rathbun '
 [Endorsed by Jones] Providence March 4th 1777 — letter from Doctor
Tillinghast recd Boston.

1. Papers of John Paul Jones, 6558, 6559, LC.

ADVERTISEMENT FOR SEAMEN TO SERVE ON BOARD CONTINENTAL
Navy Fricate Trumbull!

Ship Trumbull.
Seamen willing to serve their country on board the Continental Ship Trum-
bull, Dudley Saltonstall, Esq, Commander, now lying in Connecticut River;
are hereby informed that she is an excellent new Ship, upwards of Seven
Hundred Tons burthen, mounting 32 Guns, and will certainly sail on a
Cruize soon after the River opens, having a considerable Part of her Men
already engaged. Apply to the Commanding Officer on Board — Mr. Gilbert
" Saltonstall in New London — Mr. Jacob White, Middletown — Mr. Jonathan

Sabin, New Haven.
March 4th 1777.

1. Connecticut Gazette, March 7, 1777.
MINUTES OF THE PENNSYLVANIA NAVY BOARD !

[Philadelphia] Navy Board March 4th 1777 -
Resolved, That John Hazlewood Esqr be directed to give immediate
and express orders in writing to the Commanders of the Fire Ships, Armed
Boats and Fire Rafts, that they order the Men under their Command to be
mustered every morning and Evening in order to attend to their duty; and
that no Officer or Man absent himself without the Special leave of the said
John Hazlewood Esqr.
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This day appointed Mr John Smith to take the management and
direction of building, finishing and launching the Chevaux de Frizes, and
gave him instructions to purchase 30 M feet of 2 Inch Pine Plank, with a
Letter to Captain Jonathan Williams of the Jerseys.

Joseph Wade is appointed to the Command of the Province Sloop at £7
10 P month with two Rations.

1. Navy Board Minute Book, vol. 1, Pa. Arch.

Pennsylvania Evening Post, TUEsDAY, MARCH 4, 1777

Deserted on the 27th of February last from the Dickinson galley,
Alexander Henderson, Esq; commander, three men, viz Wilson Jackson, of a
brown complexion, about five feet seven inches high, and short hair. He had
on, when he went away, a brown short jacket, blue trousers, new shoes, and
plated buckles. He was born in London.

John Hutchinson, born in Pennsylvania. He had on a blue jacket,
brown trousers, old shoes, oznabrig shirt, and is a servant to a gentleman in
Maryland.

James Welsh, born in or about Philadelphia, of a swarthy complexion,
about five feet four or five inches high. He had on a uniform brown coat
pretty well worn, old stockings and shoes, and short hair. Whoever secures
the said deserters so that I may have them again, shall have Six Dollars reward.

Alexander Henderson

Pennsylvania Gazette, WEDNESDAY, MarcH 12, 1777

All persons who have any Demands against the Subscribers for Ship
Timber, &c. purchased by them for the Public, are requested to bring in their
Accounts immediately, that they may be adjusted and paid. David Thom-
son, Francis Grice, Samuel Penrose, William Pollard.!

Philadelphia, March 4, 1777.

1. Committee created to purchase all timber for the four Continental frigates built in Phila-
delphia during 1776. See Volume 3.

Pennsylvania Packet, TUESDAY, MARCH 4, 1777

Philadelphia, March 4.

We have the pleasure to inform the public, that the ship Reprisal, Capt.
* Weeks [Lambert Wickes], in which Dr. Franklin went passenger, is safe
arrived in France. She took two prizes, which she also carried into a French
port.

PETITION OF THOMAS DOYLE TO THE MARYLAND COUNCIL OF SAFETY !

Head-Quarters Annapolis, March 4th 1777
The humble Petition of Thomas Doyle, now Gunner, on board the
Dolphin, to the Honourable, the Council of Safety Humbly Sheweth,
That, your Honours, some Time past, was pleased to grant me a Com-
mission, in Captain Charles Carnan’s Company of Militia, in Baltimore
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County, belonging to the Soldiers Delight Batallion, and now Gunner, on
board the Dolphin. Therefore, Most Honourable Gentlemen, as I have been
both in the Land and Sea Service, and have been serviceable in both, and
there being a Captain wanted in the Marines, on Board the Conqueror, now
lying in this Harbour, hopes that your Honours will grant me a Captain’s
Commission in said Marines on Board the sd Conqueror, as I can produce a
good Character, and one of Ability to fill said birth. Therefore, Most con-
siderate Gentlemen, hopes that your Honours will take the above Matter
into your most serious Considerations, and grant me the above Commission,
and your Petitioner shall ever be in Duty bound to pray.
Thomas Doyle
So God bless the Congress, and
Direct our General

1. Red Book, XVIII, 12, Md. Arch.

J- G. BLouNT TO GOVERNOR RICHARD CASWELL !

St. Eustatia March 4th 1777

I am sorry to inform your Excellency that I am not by any means able
to procure salt in the West Indies on the terms which 1 expected. The
doubts that are entertained here of property in America, renders it very
difficult to get any person to accept of a draft on the State. Added to that the
risque of the vessel in which the salt must come, makes it impossible to
procure any quantity into that State without giving a most extravagant price;
much more, I am sure, than the Convention expected at the time they limited
the Agents each to draw only to the amount of six thousand two hundred &
fifty dollars, a sum so inconsiderable that it would not procure more than
three thousand bushels of salt delivered there, and to purchase one bushel
here by a draft on the State, & to get freight would be altogether impractica-
ble. I have contracted for & sent per the bearer, Capt. Sears, bound to
Edenton seven hundred and fifty bushels, at sixteen shillings per bushel,
delivered there: & given a conditional bill on the Treasury for the amount
of the same. I have at present a prospect of procuring salt on those terms
to near the amount I am authorised to draw for. If it should be the case, I
hope to despatch the vessel in a few days. My bills are only payable in case
the salt is delivered I shall therefore be obliged to remain here, until I am
informed of the safe arrival of whatever salt I may send, unless otherwise
ordered by the Hon’ble the Council of State.? In the mean time, I shall do -
every thing in my power to encourage the carrying of salt to that State. If it
should be judged best to endeavour to get a greater quantity of salt, or any
other article on acc’t of the State, I shall gladly do every thing in my power
to procure it, on my being properly authorised so to do, on the best terms,
and with all possible dispatch. I am with respect your Excellency’s [&c.]

J. G. Blount

His Excellency the Gov of No Carolina

1. Governors Letter Books, Richard Caswell, 1775-79, 20, NCDAH.
2. See Council of State instructions to the agents, Volume 7, 975.
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5 Mar.

MEMORIAL oF THOMAS GREEN TO THE MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL !

To the Honorable, the Council of the State of Massachusetts Bay
The Memorial of Thomas Green —

Humbly Sheweth

That your Memorialist was born in Pool, in England, his Father being
an American did about twelve years ago come over to settle in some of these
States, and in the begining of the last Year your Memst endeavourd to git a
Passage to come and Settle with him, and meeting with an oppertunity to go
to Newfoundland took passage accordingly thinking he might from thence be
able to git on some part of this Continent, but your Memost being disap-
pointed after continuing there some Months engaged on a passage from
Newfoundland back again to Pool, and on his passage was fortunately taken
by Capt [Elias] Smith, Comr of the Privateer Washington and carried into
Beverly —

being now detained as a Prisoner in Salem and a Cartel Vessel arriving
from Halifax is proposed to be exchanged for some American Prisoner — Your
Memorialist would therefore pray that the Honorable Board would dispence
with his being sent to Hallifax and permitt his being enlarged as he is willing
and ready to Engage in the Service of the American States and looks upon
himself as properly belonging thereto — '

And as in duty bound will ever pray ’ :
Boston March 5, 1777. ) thomas green

[Endorsed] In Council March 5th 1777 On the Petition of Thomas Green,
Orderd that he the sd Green have and he hereby has Liberty to tarry in this
State and to transact his Business unmolested he behaving himself friendly
to this Country any Order, of any Committee, or others to the contrary
notwithstanding —

By order of Council

1. Mass. Arch., vol. 166, 322-23.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO CAPTAIN AMOSs RIDER 1!

War Office  Boston March 5th 1777

You being Master of the Schooner James now ready to sail, your Orders
are to proceed direct for the Northern County’s in North Carolina, with the
money you have which is Three hundred pounds purchase a full load of
Wheat & Flour if to be had, if not, compleat your loading with Corn, Rye &
Beans & come home — :

If you have more Money than is sufficient to Load your Vessell with the
above Articles, you will invest the Ballance in such light pay as can be best
purchas’d

Upon your return, you are to make the first Harbour you can & give
notice thereof to the Board —
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The Board consent to allow you five P Cent for transacting the business
with Customary priviledge.
By order of the Board
Sam! Phps Savage, Prest
[Endorsed] Boston Feby 22nd [sic] 1777 1 acknowledge the above to be
a true Copy of the orders I have receiv’d from the Honl Board of War &
promise to obey the same —
Amos Rider

1. Mass. Arch., vol. 151, 413, Letters from the Board of War, 1776-1780.

ComMODORE EsEk Hopkins To JAMES HoGAN, BosTon *

On board the Warren in Providence River
Sir March 5th 1777 -
You are hereby directed to repair on board the Ship Providence, now
lying in this river on the 15th instant — to give in your Information to a Court
Martial, concerning Capt. John P Jones’s two last Cruizes and Since he came
in -
Esek Hopkins Cr in Chief

1. Harbeck Collection, HUL.

ComMMODORE EsEk HoPkINS AND DANIEL TILLINGHAST TO
CAPTAIN ALLEN BrOwNn!

To Captn Allen Brown at Swansey v '
' Providence March 5th 1777
Sir  'We receiv’d yours of yesterday p Mr Hopkins, and in answer thereto can
only say that you must heave the Brigs ? Keal out, thoroughly examine and
Survey her, and you must provide some House or place where the Officers
and People may be kept together while that is doing — If the Leak can be
Stopp’d and you think She can be fitted for the Sea, would have you do it
with all the dispatch possible — If the Brig is Condemn’d you must bring her
here, or bring Some of the People here to carry the Sloop Providence down
to take her Stores and people onboard - We are Sir [&c.]
. D! Tillinghast
Esek Hopkins —

1. Hopkins Letter Book, 69, RIHS.
2. Continental brig Hampden which had sprung a leak on her way down the Providence River.

JOURNAL OF THE VIRGINIA Navy BoArD !

[Williamsburg] Wednesday 5th March 1777. -
Ordered that the keeper of the Public Magazine deliver unto Capt Muter
four hundred Pounds Gunpowder for the use of the Hero Galley. —
Capt George Muter of the Hero Galley received Orders to repair with his
Vessel to Portsmouth and there have her Cleaned; from thence to Proceed
with his Galley to Hampton and inform the Board as soon as he arrives. —
Merriman Payne is recommended to his Excellency the Governor and the
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honble the Council-as a proper Person to be appointed second Lieut of the
Safeguard Galley —

Ordered that a Warrant Issue to Capt George Elliott for One hundred and
eighty pounds, upon Account, for the Purpose of Recruiting Seamen for the
use of the Navy — Who gave Bond for his faithfully Accounting for the same
when required. -2

Adjourned till tomorrow Morning Ten of the Clock

: Signed, ‘Thomas Whiting 1st Comsr

1. Navy Board Journal, 185-86, VSL.
2. Elliott commanded the galley Safeguard.

JournaL oF H.M.S. Emerald, CApTAIN BENJAMIN CALDWELL !

March 1777 Cape Henry S76°W 20 Leagues

Wednesday 5th = at I AM handed the Topsails, at 8 AM saw a Sail in the
NW Quarter made Sail & gave chace, fired One 12
pounder to bring the Chace too & punished Jams Langley
Marine with 12 Lashes for uncleaness, 14 past 11 brought
the Chace too which pfoved to be the Sloop Hannah, Lot
price Master from plymouth bound to Virginia (in Bal-
last) at Noon Scuttled the prize.

1. PRO, Admiralty 51/311.

JournaL oF H.M.S. Portland, CapTaiIN THOMAS DUMARESQ !

March [1777] ~ Barbuda bore SWbS1,W 48 Leagues

Wednesday 5th At 6 AM Saw a Sail in the SE Qr made Sail in Chace
finding We did not come up with the Chace haul’d our
Wind and gave Chace to a Schooner to the Eastward
Do [Fresh breezes and fair Wear] Fired 5 Guns Shotted
at the Chace 14 past PM she brought too hoisted out
a Boat and spoke her from Surinam bound to Ipswich in
No America at 5 in boats and made Sail . . . Prize in

- Company.? '
1.. PRO, Admiralty 51/711.

2. Schooner Betsey, John Holmes, master, with a cargo of molasses, Public Advertiser, London,
June 30, 1777.

2]

MasTER’s Loc or H.M.S. Roebuck?

March 1777 [Moored in English Harbor, Antigua]

Wednesday 5th  AM. a Signal for a Court Martial was made on board
the Flora, When Willm Adams Nicholas Warren & Jas
Walker were try'd for Desertion belonging to the Roebuck *
Modt & fair, P.M.Employ'd in Stowing the Hold

1. PRO, Admiralty 52/1965.

2. On Friday, March 7, the Flora “made the Signl for Punishment, when the Prisoners Recd their
Sentence of the 5th,” PRO, Admiralty 52/1965.
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JoHN Brabrorp To JoHN Hancock !

Sir Boston 6 March 1777
Your favr by Capt Obrian [Jeremiah O’Brien] Was dld me Yesterday.
I saw Mr [Caleb] Cushing on the Occasion, and he tells me he knows the
Council wont do any thing for him, they are glad they've got rid of him, As
I'know it will Gratify you Sir if he is Commissioned for the Lady Washington,
he may be of Service by Cruising to the Eastward —2 the Brig Betsy has been
detained intirely owing to the inclemency of the weather, beyond a possi-
bil[it]y of giving her a quicker dispatch ~she is now Getting under way, the
Cabot will sail in a day or two. the Boston will fall down in a few days the
Hancock will follow in about ten days. the Lee Capt [John] Skimmer will
go on a Cruise in a few days and the Alfred will be finished in About three
weeks the post is Just Going which prevents me inlarging shall write you
a long Letter by next post in the interim I am &c

1. John Bradford Letter Book, vol. 1, LC.
2. Command of Lady Washington went to Ishmael Hardy, Mass. Arch,, vol. 159, 89.

JoHuN BRADFORD TO ROBERT MORRIS !

[Extract]
Boston 6th March 1777

I have a long time waited to receive a[n] answer to my Letter respecting
the purchase of the Millish, she is to be sold Wednesday Se'night have
wrote to Mr [Leonard] Jarvis to purchase her for account of the Contininte,
as I have bot only two of the four order’d by the Secred Comitte, I have
desir'd him also to purchase the Brig Active, she is about one hundred &
thirty Tons, if she goes cheap she is a strong built vessell & doubled forward,
having been in the Greenland trade, [and] Liverpool built — As she is rather
under the Size order’d by the Secret Committe please to say if I shall place
her [to] your private Accot — The Lively’s Sale was put off till next tuesday
by reason of the Weather, I hope the orders I have given to Mr Jarvis to
send the easter [Esther] to south Carolina will be approv’d off as by very late
Accots we have certain intelligence that Cheseapeak Bay is full of cruisers, it
appears shocking to send so fine a ship without the least prospect of her going
clear - _

I dispat[c]hed a schooner the 13 ultimore and yesterday a small Brig for
Baltimore to bring Iron for the two ships that is to be built in this State * © I
had no discretiony orders therefore was Obligd to send the Brig. I have
given the Capn every necess[a]ry precaution, and have orderd him into york
River to get intelligence how it is up the Bay for we are Informd the
Cruisers are all off the mouth of patomack if he finds that to be [illegible]
Case he is to send express to Congress to let them know of his arrival, its
possible he may be furnish’d withe the Iron without going farther up...

1. John Bradford Letter Book, vol. 1, LC.
2. A 74 gun ship which was never built, and a 36 gun frigate, the Alliance, Ford, ed., JCC, VI,

970.
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JAreD TRACY TO JosEPH TRUMBULL !

Sir Boston March 6th 1777.

There is now Sail’d Eleven Vessles that I have inteligence of & believe
probably four or five more, that was near ready when I came from the
Eastward, five or six more may soon be got ready if the weather permits and
the Sailors are not discouraged by the Accts of a number of British Men of
War, being in Chespeak Bay & of[f] the Capes, have been much hindred in
getting them away by the severe weather we have had this fortnight past. We
have now certain Accts By Various letters from Baltimore & Virginia of there
being Such a number of Men of War & Tenders in Chesepeak Bay & of[f] the
Capes as makes it almost Impractable for any Vessle to get past them either
in or out & That all Vessles there are Embargoed in consequence of which
this State has stop’d there Vessles from Sailing. Indeed the risque appears
to me to be very great & makes me much at a loss how [to] act. Should be
very glad of your advice & further direction how to proceed as soon as
possible. I am &c.

Jared Tracy

1. Miscellaneous Letters, Force Transcripts, LC.

Independent Chronicle, THURsDAY, MARCH 6, 1777

Boston, March 6, 1777.

Captain [William] Brown, in the privateer Boston, of this Port, has taken
and sent into North Carolina, a Ship and Schooner, from Guinea, with
Negroes, bound to the West-Indies; many of the poor Slaves perished soon
after their Arrival. We learn, that Captain Brown, has also taken a large 3
Deck Ship, laden with Rum and Sugar, from the West-Indies, bound to
London; it is said the Ship is cast ashore on Nantucket, and it is feared will be
lost.

Capt. Pinkham, in a Brig, from London, bound to St. Augustine, on his
Passage put into St. Martin’s on some Business; she had on board Cloathing
for a Regiment of Soldiers, Military Stores, and dry Goods, also the whole
Furniture, Plate, &c. of the Governor of St. Augustine and several Gentlemen,
Passengers; who, being ashore one Evenlng, Capt. Pinkham, welghed Anchor,
and stood to Sea, and is safe arrived in North-Carolina.

Capt. Samuel Champlin, in a Privateer from New-London, has taken
a large Double-Deck Brig, laden with King’s Stores and English Goods, from
London, bound to St. Augustine, and sent her into North-Carolina.! — This
account we had from Capt. Wilson, of New-London, who arrived here a few
Days ago, from North-Carolina.

A large Schooner, laden with Salt, from Turks-Island, bound to Halifax,
was takena few Days ago, by a Coasting Sloop, from the Eastward to this Port;
the Prize was sent into a safe Port.

Last Friday [February 28] arrived in a safe Port, a prize Brig, with 900
Hogsheads of Salt, lately captured by the Satisfaction, Capt. [John] Stevens,
of this Port.
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Sale by Auction.
To be sold by Auction, at Greenleaf’s Office, Cornhill, On Tuesday, the
11th of March next, The Prize Brig Lively, about 150 Tons, with her Ap-
purtenances, as she now lays at General Hancock’s Wharf; also, Part of her

Cargo, viz.
50 Casks Red Port Wine, in Bottles 35 Casks Draft Porter or Ale
16 ditto Sherry, in ditto 36 small Anchors
15 ditto White Lisbon, in ditto A Number of Mens Shoes
50 Boxes dip’d Candles Womens Leather and
Russet Shoes
170 Boxes Hard Soap 1 Box of Glass Salts
20 Kegs Scotch Barley 4 Hogsheads Cut Tobacco

4 Casks choice Indigo.
The Sale will begin at Ten o’Clock.

Wm. Greenleaf, Sheriff.
1. Brigantine Sally.

MINUTES OF THE PENNSYLVANIA NAvVY BoaArp !

[Philadelphia] Navy Board March 6th 1777 -
Philip Buck First Lieutenant of the Congress Gondalo presented a Peti-
tion for leave to resign which, being duly considered, the Prayer of His
Petition could not in the opinion of this Board be granted.
An order on William Webb in favor of John Flintham for 20 Mast
Hoops for the Schooner Delaware, £2..0..0.

1. Navy Board Minute Book, vol. 1, Pa. Arch.

EMANUEL MicHAEL PLIARNE TO SAMUEL PHiLLIPS SAVAGE !

Sir ‘ Alexandria 6th March 1777

‘the Letter you wrote me the 17th of the Last Month has been delivered
to me and I am Most oblige to you and the others Members of the Board
for the interest in My health. I Pérformed my Journey not without Fatigue.
but I am well & wish you same. '

I am happy, sir, hearing the attention of the Board of War in dispatching
Vessels for the Remittances in france, and I am sorry, as you, the Men of War
Seem to Like Shasapeak Bay. they are Gone for this moment but how long
will they be out? it is said the Seat of War will be next Campaign in
Virginia & Maryland. I hardly believe Gnal Howe will Run from one part
to the other. it should be to Exhauste his forces Without any effects. how-
ever it should be against the Rules of Prudence to send too Many Vessels in
this part and I agree Vith you for Sending the Greatest part to south
Carolina. But I Pray the Board of War to Consider I Don’t Chuse to be
Concerned in any other Vessels but the Brig, the Barque & the ship Caledonia,
you Mentioned in your letter.

the Ship will be Very Good to Carry Masts and timber to france with
some Furs Pelleteries and Bees Wax. it is, I think, the Best speculation
Because so Large ship Runs double risk to Come to the southern.
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if you may Get Cap[tain]s acquainted with the Coasts, I Believe the Brig
& the Barque May attempt to Come to Virginia or Maryland if by the Vessels
Watching out of the Capes, they Learn the Men of war are not to be avoided,
then they will run to the first river or in Virginia, Maryland or Carolina out
of the Capes. if any Cap[t] was acquainted with North Carolina Coast the
Naval stores should be from there a Good Remittance. But in any Case
whatsoever, put on Board that two Little vessels only Rum, cheese and Loaf
Sugar if this Last article is not too high. No Brown sugar or very little.

As you told me sir, the Board of war Should Give me an order to have
Money from the Congress, I desire the Board of War will send me Such order
for the Amount of about four thousand pounds of your Currency. Perhaps
I will not take so large sum But as Every thing in this moment is precarious,
and the Communication may be stoped for some time between us, I will be
Glad to take adventage of all the opportunities to Make from Every part the
Remittances. I wish all your paper Money Converted in Produces of this
Country and that produces safe in the ports of Europe. in fine the object of
the Governement ought to be to have the other side of the ocean the Greatest
Fr[ie]nd possible because in any turn of Business the Nation shou’d send that
Money, I Know the Desire of the Board of war to have their Remittances very
soon in France, and I think it is not need to pray them to try Every thing for
that purpose.

if the Board of war have any Business at Alexandria or any Part of the
southern states, they may be Convinced of my satisfaction in serving them.

there a[r]e some vessels arrived at Baltimore for flowr on account of the
Board and an other here. I have not Seen the Capt he is Gone down to
Williamsburg.

the Brig Ann is yet in Baltimore the Cargoe is not Compleated, wich
is amazing. the tobaco Rises. 32, to 35. shelings in Maryland and 22 to 25
In Virginia. you know the Currency. the flowr in Maryland from 16 to
18 sh. In Virginia from 12 to 14. the sugar Sells Go[o]d deal. Rum
Jamaica 15. sh. In Virginia.

I pray you to present My Respectful Compliments to the Gentlemen of
the Board and Believe I am [&c.]

Pliarne
Sir I Expect an Express from you For the Future My direction in Alexan-
dria
1. Mass. Arch., vol. 152, 91, 91a, 91b, 91¢, Board of War Letters, 1776-1777.

JOURNAL OF THE VIRGINIA COUNCIL !

[Williamsburg] Thursday the 6th day of March 1777
On the Recommendation of the Navy Board: Ordered-that a commission
issue to second Lieutenant Merriman Payne of the Safe Guard Galley.
Whereas permission was given to Andrew Johnson junior, and others,
who were adjudged to come under the statute staple of the 27th of Edward
the third Chapter 17th to purchase the ship Albion then lying at South Quay
in Nansemond county wherein they might convey themselves from this State
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to Great Britain; and whereas the said Andrew Johnson and others have
informed this Board that the said ship is in great forwardness to sail on her
passage for Great Britain, but that on accot of the shallow depth of water
from the south Quay down to the sound, it is impossible to put a proper
quantity of provisions and other necessaries on Board the said vessel where
she now lies sufficient to support them in their passage aforesaid. It is there-
fore ordered that the said Andrew Johnson and others, be permitted to bring
the said ship in Ballast only to some convenient place in this state that they
may be able with the facility to lay in a proper quantity of provisions for their
support, on their intended voyage, and departure from this Commonwealth
agreeable to the Resolution of the General Assembly, and also to the statute
of the 27 of Edward the third aforesaid. And all commanders of American
Cruizers or other armed vessels, and all other persons whatsoever are desired
and required not to delay or impede the said ship 4lbion in her way from So
Quay to some other post or place within this Commonwealth.

1. H. R. MclIlwaine, ed., Journals of the Council of the State of Virginia (Richmond, 1932), I,
360-61. Hereafter cited as McIlwaine, ed., Journals of the Virginia Council.

RicuArD HENRY LEE TO JOHN PAGE !

[Extract]
Chantilly, March 6, 1777
The inclosed is extracted from a very sensible Memoir sent to Congress
by a French Artist and which may avail us greatly in the construction of our
Provincial Frigates. It is intended for the use of our Navy board to whom
I should have written if the Express were not waiting for my dispatches 2 . . .
By a letter from our Agent in Martinique 7th January I consider the war
between Spain & Portugal as certainly commenced thus in South America,
and learn that Doctor Franklin arrived safe at Nantes the 6 December & went
directly to Paris.
1. Samuel T. Freeman Catalogue, Rare American Historical Autographs, The Collection of Fred-
erick S. Peck (Philadelphia, 1947), No. 148.

2. This memoir, which Lee intended for the Virginia Navy Board, is probably the same enclosed
in his letter of March 1, 1777, to Robert Morris.

JournaL oF HM. Sroop Hound, CAPTAIN JAMES ROBERTSON !

March 1777 Do [Monti Christy] SEBE 4 Leags

Wednesdy 5th  at 6 AM chac'd to the SE, at 9 sent the Pinnace in chace,
fired 18 Guns to bring her too —
First & Lattr Parts modt & fair Wr Middle fresh and
Squally wth Rain, 14 past Noon our Boat boarded the
Chace, & at 2 Join’d us — found her the Adventure Sloop
from America to the Cape wth Rice & Indigo — took pos-
session, & at 6 P M in 2d Reef TSails & handed Main & Mizn
TSails — made-sail Prizes in Company —



MARCH 1777 41

Thursday 6th ~ at 2 AM saw the land, set sail & haled off lost sight of our
- Prizes — at 6 the Schooner Polly join’d us but fear the other
two are wrecked on Tortuga 2

1. PRO, Admiralty 51/463.

2. Only the brig Chance was lost; the 4dventure arrived safely at Port Royal on March 12, 1777,
PRO, Admiralty 51/463. The list of prisoners taken out of the three prizes was forwarded
to the Admiralty as an enclosure in Vice Admiral Gayton’s letter March 30, 1777. The
prisoners from Chance included twenty-four Frenchmen “said to be Passengers,” PRO,
Admiralty 1/5117.

7 Mar.

JoHN LANGDON’s ACCOUNT wWiTH THE CONTINENTAL NAvY FRIGATE Raleigh!

[Portsmouth] Mar 7 [1777)
Ship Raleigh Dr to sundry Accots
To John Langdon Esqr
for 9 yds Old Canvas
ft plank
1 Bbl pitch
6 Bbs Turpentine
3 Bbs Tar
4 Empty Tarr Bbs
use of large kettle

1. John and Woodbury Langdon Papers, NHHS.

JoHN BRADFORD TO LEONARD JARVIS !

Sir Boston 7th March 1777

Mr [Joseph] Greenleaf and Mr [Nathaniel] Appleton being chosen
Agents by a number of the men Lately belonging to the Alfred, and being
possess’d of Certificates, they have Advancd sums of money to the Severall
persons, a list of whose names I now inclose, and those Gentlemen are at the
Expence of sending this Express only for the purpose of informing you, least
you should advance them money; they beg you will retain their prize money
in your hands and they will pay you a Commision for so doing

I shall Advertise the Millish and Active to be sold next wednesday
Sevnnight if any ergent business calls you from Home at that time please
to Advise me that I may Advertize Accordingly As I have not yet compleated
the Orders from Congress in the purchase of vessells, you will Buy the Ship
Millesh for the Account of the Continent also the Brig Active if she should
not go very high The Articles I purchas’d at vendue I am in want of
especially pitch lines twine &c hope an Opportunity will soon offer of send-
ing them up by water. I am [&c.]

- John Bradford agent

1. John Bradford Letter Book, vol. 1, LC.
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“List oF OFFICERS & MEN BELONGING TO THE SHIP Alfred & WHO ARE ENTITLED
TO A SHARE OF THE SHIP Mellish & Bric Active” !

Mens Names Station Agents Names Sums paid
John P Jones Captain 846.13. .4
Jonathn Pitcher Ist Lieut Nathl Greene
John P. Rathburn  Ist Lieut Jos: Greenleaf
Robert Sanders 2d Lieut
Pier[r]e Deville 3d Lieut Jos: Greenleaf
George Lovie Actg do
Walter Spooner Master Jos Greenleaf -
Charles Bulkley 2d Mastr
John Margeson Ist Mate Jos: Greenleaf
James Bachope 2d Mate
Ezek Hopkins Midshipman D Tillinghast
Michael Knies ditto Samuel Lyon
Henry Tillinghast  Surgeon
James Hogan Capn Clerk  Jos: Greenleaf
Benjn Burroughs  Ship Stewd  Jos: Greenleaf
John Webster Boatswn D. Tillinghast
James Pressey do Mate Jos: Greenleaf
Samuel Tiley Carpentr
Joseph Amos Do Mate J Greenleaf
Noel Tabor Do Yeoman  Nathl Appleton
Samuel Fry Cooper Jos Greenleaf
Mathw McCaffry Do Mate Nathl Appleton
Jacob Wasby Ship Cook R Robertson —£80.17..5

Philadelpa
Joseph Wood Armourer Jona Robbins  100. .-, .—
seen near the
new Work
House
John Painter Ditto Jos Greenleaf
Joseph Craig Masr at Arms John Slade
Elias Carr Gunner. Jos Greenleaf
Edwd Bellanger Gunr Mate ] P Rathburn
Michael Moore Stewd Mate
Jack Bettengham Cabin Stewd  Jos Greenleaf
Lillibridge Worth ~ Gunr Mate D Tillinghast
John Holden Barber N Appleton
Robt Shillingford ~ Caulker J Greenleaf
Sion Arnold’ Sailmaker Jos: Greenleaf
Thomas Cox Boatsn Yeomn Wm A Cox
Jonathan Lewis Pilot Jas Allen
Archibald Nelson  Armr Mate  John Winslow £13.12..6

Phila



Michael Barley
James Rankin
Robert Brown
John Whiteman

Barnabas Steenback
Kennet McCloud

Alexr Ballingall
Ezra Winslow
Daniel Bennet
‘Gideon Grinman
Joseph Cundall
Leonard Evans
Franklin Tennant
Edward Clanning
Durfy Springer
Stephen Norsheep
Edmd Washburn
Thomas Potter
Patrick McMullen
David Franks

Archibd Edmunson

John Wilson
James Willson
Emanuel Lewis
Anthony Francis
John Barmore
John Coit

Peter Patret
Richd Bransdell
Samuel Woggs
William Brand
William Tyron
William Roberts
Peter Diamond
Anthony Lewis
James Bascomb
Patrick Devareux
Charles Traffarn

John Robson

MARCH 1777

ditto

Gunr Yeomn D Tillinghast

Taylor
ditto

ditto

Qr Mastr

Y

Marine

Qur, Mastr

Seaman

g

€

Seaman

ditto

D Tillinghast
Phila

] Greenleaf
Phila.

D Tillinghast
Phila

D Tillinghast

Jos Greenleaf

N Appleton

J. Greenleaf

L Jarvis

N Appleton

Colo Angell

© Jo: Greenleaf

Colo Angell
Jo: Greenleaf
Jo Greenleaf

Jo: Greenleaf
Phila

Jo Greenleaf
Phila

D Tillinghast

D Tillinghast
Phila

J Greenleaf

D Tillinghast

Jo Greenleaf
Danl Tillinghast

Colo Morton
Perez Morton
Perez Morton

Jos: Greenleaf

30

£9

£12.

£18..

15

15.

10

~.15

43
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Mens Names Station  Agents Names  Sums paid
Stephen Ryan [Seaman]
James Robertson ditto 1. Cap Hacker
John Southerland ditto Jos Greenleaf
Francis Beaujack ditto
Florio Ellege ditto Jos Greenleaf
John Moore ditto Jos Greenleaf
Michael Pine ditto
Edward Bowen ditto Jos Greenleaf
Laurance Doyle ditto Jos: Hardy 32
3 & 27£
Joshua Cattawaugh  ditto D Tillinghast 30
Charles McDonald ditto
John Robinson ditto Jos Greenleaf
Thomas Connar ditto Jos: Greenleaf
John Chapel ditto
Paul Berry ditto
Samuel Hallam ditto Jos Greenleaf
Mathew Glarwin ditto D Tillinghast
Joseph Curdeaus ditto Henry Sterling 30
Timothy Williams  ditto N Greene
John Palmer ditto L Jarvis 20 9.12. .-
James Bliss ditto L Jarvis 30 1.10
Cap Hacker

Jonathn Bliss ditto D Tillinghast
John Picket ditto D Tillinghast
Isaac Stark
Rufus Ward ditto Colo Morton
James Tindall Seaman Jos: Greenleaf
Stephen Hayes Seaman
William Griffiths Marine Jos Greenleaf
James Sinnex ditto ‘Wm Duncan
Jeremiah Motrony  ditto
John Long ditto
John Nick ditto R Robinson
Ellis Rowland ditto Nat Appleton 30

Jacob Cooper
Thomas Burns ditto ‘
John McLaughlin ditto
Philip Fitzpatrick ditto Nat Appleton
John McIndo ditto

Phila £5
John Trowell ditto Nat Appleton
John Gillen ditto Jo Greenleaf

Michael Garret

ditto
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Peter Franklin ditto
Edwd Thurston ditto
Prince Williams ditto
James Foney ditto
Joshua Moses ditto
John Monely ditto
Peter Conya ditto
William Anderson ditto
James Connel ditto
Thos Donnahu ditto
Danl Pillegar ditto
Nathl Cook ditto
Nathan Tucker Marine
Joab Mann ditto
Joseph Tuck ditto
Joseph Rider ditto
John Richards ditto
Isaac Carpenter ditto
James Merrihew ditto
James King ditto
James Morey ditto
John Fiske ditto
John Deruse ditto
Barnabas Rider ditto
Ephraim Dimick ditto
John Sales ditto
William Steward ditto
Daniel Dufty ditto
Saml Tiler ditto
William Burns ditto
Thomas Clark ditto

George Weeden Boy

Thomas Burch ditto
James Turner ditto
Edmd Arrowsmith  Capn Mars.
Willim Hamilton Ist Lieut
Alexandr Nelson 2d Lieut
Gilbert Tomkins Serjt

John Caswell ditto
Matthew Green Corporal
James Edgar Drumer
Job Woodworth Marine
Wm Langworthy ditto

Nat Appleton
Jos Greenleaf
Perez Morton

John Nye
Jos Greenleaf

Perez Morton
John Winslow

James Roberts 30

J P Rathburn 30
Phila £15

Elisha Morey Jr.

D Tillinghast

E Morey junr 30

J Greenleaf

D Tillinghast

Danl Aborn 30

D Tillinghast 30

J Greenleaf

J Greenleat

E Morey junr 30

Squire Fiske 30
Nat Appleton
S Dimick 30
Jona Jenkins 31
Nat Greene

J Greenleaf
Nat Greene
Wm Reed 30

5..5..
Cap Hacker

John Manley 30

J Greenleaf
J Greenleaf
J Greenleaf

- D Tillinghast

J Winslow

J Greenleaf
N Appleton
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Mens Names Station Agents Names  Sums paid

Benjn Allen [Marine] N Appleton
William Congell ditto J Greenleaf
Patrick Doran ditto
Charles Bryant ditto Nat Appleton
Thomas Pendall ditto Nat Greene
Stephen Bell ditto
Robt Robinson ditto John Slade 25
Jeremh Connel ditto
Isaac Cogan ditto
Stephn Dexter ditto E Morey junr 30
Danl Bartlett ditto E Morey junr 30
Zebulon Whippy 2d Mastr George Whippy 30

171

[Boston March 7, 1777] 2

1. Mass. Arch., Revolutionary Rolls, vol. 52, 84, 1-7.
2. Date is approximated. John Bradford, in his letter of March 7 to Leonard Jarvis, indicated
that he had the list on that date. “

“LisT oF OFFICERS SEAMEN & MARINES BELONGING TO THE Providence SLooOP
OF WAR WHO ARE ENTITLED TO SHARES IN THE SHIP Alexander, CAPTUR’D
Sepr 20th 1776 - "1

Mens Names Stations Agents Sums paid
Jno Paul Jones Captain \
Wm Grinnell Ist Lieut 30. .~ .—
Jno P. Rathburn do ditto ] Greenleaf -13..2.10
Wm. Hopkins 2d. Lieut J Greenleaf 22.10. .-
George Lovie Actg ditto
Joseph Vesey Master J Greenleaf 22.10. .~
Zebulon Whippy Actg ditto
John Margeson Ist Masr Mt ] Greenleaf
Joseph Brown 2d ditto
John McNeal 3d ditto
Joseph Hardy ‘ Midshipmn
Bernard Gallagher Actg do D Tillinghast
Jonth Fisk Actg do
H H Tillinghast Surgeon
John Killen Clerk o
James Rogers Steward J Greenleaf
John Webster Boatswn D Tillinghast 6..—. .—
Andrew Brewer Carpenter 10, .~ .-
Saml Fry Cooper J Greenleaf
Lillibridge Worth Gunner D Tillinghast 9. .~ .-



John Bettenham
John Painter
Jas Pressey

Jno Darbarrow
Robert Brown
Edward Donnelly
John Southerland
Mathw Grimes
Aaron Quigly
John Stewart
Anthony Forrest
Richd Bransdell
Samuel Woggs
John Coit

Peter Patouret
John Willson
Anthony Lewis
James Bascomb
William Tyron
Willm Middleton
Benjn Allen
Willm Roberts
Patk Devareux
James Bachope
John Brown
Geo: Nicholson
John Fears

Wm Bryant
Thos Perfect
James Robinson
Chas Traffarn
John Powell
Abm Sing
Henry Young
Casey Benrick
Joshua Moses
Joshua Moses
James Foney
Anthony Anabona
John Williams
Jas Crawford
Ezekl Vangilder
John Monely
John Jones

Saml True
Michael Dealy
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Cook
Armourer
Boatsn Mate
Yeoman
Seaman

. ditto

ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
Landsman -
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto

J Greenleaf
J Greenleaf
J Greenleat
J Greenleaf

J Greenleaf
J Greenleaf

J Greenleaf

D Tillinghast
D Tillinghast 4.16. .—
Perez Morton 4..8..41,
Perez Morton 4..8..41
Nat Appleton
John Winslow
4.10. .-
4.10. .-
J Greenleaf
J Greenleaf
John Nye
D Tillinghast 4.10. .~
N Appleton

Jos Greenleaf
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Agents

[Boston March 7, 1777] 2

1. Mass. Arch., Revolutionary Rolls, vol. 52, 84, 8.
2. Date is approximated.

I certify that the above is a true List

Mens Names Stations Sums paid
William Kelley
Prince Williams " Perez Morton 4..8..41,
Peter Conya Perez Morton 4..8..41
Jas Grinnell Midshipmn Ln Grinnell 10.15..8
Boy ‘
Cambdge Grinnell ditto Ln Grinnell 4..5.11
Jas Turner ditto J Greenleaf
Thos Burch ditto
John Traverse ditto
Edmd Arrowsmith Lt. Marines J Greenleaf
Elias Thomas Serjt J Greenleaf
Archd Nelson Private John Winslow
Archd Edmunson ditto J Greenleaf
Patk McMullen ditto
Saml Wright ditto 4.10. .-
James Sinnex ditto 12. .-
Davd Franks ditto J Greenleaf
 Willm Griffies ditto J Greenleaf
Wm Rickets ditto
Fredk Ruffman ditto
Joseph Nocake ditto
Adin Trask ditto Ebenr Trask 4..5.11
Augusts Sanders ditto Jno Newman 4.10. .-
Richd Griffies ditto
Elias Miller ditto
Thos Potter ditto
Nathn Munro ditto
Richd Pearce ditto
John Hicks ditto- D Tillinghast
Isaac Stearns ditto 6..— .~
Jas Daley Surgs Mate  Jos Bradford 1. .—. .-
Jonth Jenks Marine _
Jos Jaqueys ditto Jas Clarke 4.10. .-
. Jno Robinson ditto J Greenleaf
Elnthn Newman Fifer Jno Newman 4.10. .-
Sam Peckman Drumer
Benjn Hill Pilot

Ja® Rogers Clerk
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“List oF OFFICERS & SEAMEN ON BOARD THE SLOOP Providence WHO HAVE A

SHARE IN THE Mellish & Active” !

Mens Names Stations Agents Sums paid
Hoysteed Hacker Esq  Captain
Philip Brown Ist Lieut Nat Greene 10..8. .-
Adm W Thaxter 2d Lieut Nat Greene
Josh Allen Actg Lieut 100. .—. .-
William Earl Master Nat Greene '
Oliver Green Surgn Mate Nat Greene
Jno Trivett Lt Marines Nat Greene
Alexr Philips Boatswain Nat Greene
Willm Allen Gunner Nat Greene
William Peckham Carpentr Nat Greene
Stephen Rust Midshipmn Nat Greene
Danl Lawrence ditto Nat Greene
Wm Wardwell ditto Nat Greene
Wm Weaver Chief Mate Nat Greene
Jere Ingraham 2d Mate 100.10. .-
Wm Harris Capt Clerk Nat Greene
Richd Grinnal Armourer Nat Greene

Oliver Smith -

John Sterling Cooper Jos Dennison 80..—. .-
Walter Quin Steward Nat Greene
John Connolly Boatsn Mate ~ Nat Greene
John York Cook Nat Greene :
Jno Abhoms Serjt Marines 100, .~. .-
Richd Fry Qr Master Nat Greene
John Albert Qr Master Nat Greene
Enos Tew Carpen Mate  Nat Greene
John Salisbury Gunners Mate Nat Greene
Oliver Perry Arms Mate Nat Greene
Nichs Weaver Guns Yeoman Nat Greene
Peleg Johnson Seaman Nat Greene
Reuben Dewey Seaman Jos Dennison 28. .—. .-
Peter Rafhl ditto J Greenleaf
Jos Difdat. ditto Nat Greene
Andrw Fernando ditto J Greenleaf
Andrew Molder ditto J Greenleaf
Wm Spriggs ditto
Aaron Martin ditto Nat Greene
James Edwards ditto Nat