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A keg mine of David Bushnell's design, made for use against British vessels in the Deloware River.
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In Memoriam

WILLIAM JAMES MORGAN

(1917-2003)

Esteemed scholar and valued colleague, Dr. William James
Morgan set an example of personal integrity, leadership,
and lifelong devotion to duty in the highest traditions of
the naval service. This volume is dedicated to his memory,
but his truest monuments are the volumes of this series
produced under his editorship.




THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

FOREWORD

July 14, 2003

I commend the Department of the Navy for its continuing efforts to publish the Naval Documents of
the American Revolution. This project records the commitment and bravery that secured American
Independence, while highlighting the remarkable character of early Americans and the legacy of
patriotism and heroism they have given us.

This 11th volume of the Naval Documents of the American Revolution covers the period between
January and March of 1778. It documents the deteriorating balance of naval forces between the
fledgling American Navy and Britain’s Royal Navy. By March 1778, six of the thirteen frigates
that were the backbone of the American Navy had been captured or destroyed and five of the
remaining seven were not in service. Moreover, the professionalism and élan of the British Navy,
also very evident in the documents appearing in this volume, made the idea of an American
challenge to British sea power ever more daunting.

Despite the dire situation and prospects for the Navy, American military leaders, political leaders,
and citizens from all walks of life struggled to build a Nation -- and a navy -- that would command
the respect of the world.

They understood that victory required both material and inner strength. Joseph Reed, a delegate from
Pennsylvania to the Continental Congress, wrote: "Our former Difficulties have been surmounted by
Vigour & firmness. The Power & Strength of the Enemy & common Danger [have been overcome]
with a Sense of the Justice of our Cause. ... The last great Evil, clashing Interests & sinister Ambition
only remains; that conquered, Victory is most certainly ours. But I am very clear, it requires more
Wisdom & Prudence to combat this than all others."

Today the United States is well prepared, materially and morally, to face the forces of "sinister
ambition" that challenge America in the war on global terror. The same resolve that is evidenced

in the pages of this volume is the hallmark of our approach to the present conflict. The daily courage
of the patriots that founded our Nation have always been an inspiration to succeeding generations of

Americans.
z



This print and others of similar nature throughout the volume are engravings by Gerrit Groenewegen, from the
Eberstadt Collection of Naval Engravings and Etchings, Naval Historical Center.



Introduction

The United States Navy has a long tradition of making the record of its activi-
ties and accomplishments available to the public through publication of historical
documents. The tradition goes back to the 1880s, when the Navy’s judgment that it
was important to make known the record of its contributions to the winning of the
Civil War resulted in the publication of the Official Records of the Union and Confederate
Navies in the War of the Rebellion in thirty-one volumes between 1894 and 1927.

Commodore Dudley W. Knox, who was in charge of the Navy’s Historical
Section and subsequently the Office of Naval Records and Library from 1921 to
1946, attributed the scarcity of works on the history of the United States Navy to the
“inaccessibility of authentic sources.” His remedy was twofold. First, he transformed
the Office of Naval Records and Library into a modern archival repository, where
records were systematically collected and professionally processed. Second, he
undertook to collect, edit, and publish selected naval records. Under his direction,
the Navy published Naval Documents Related to the Quasi-War Between the United States
and France, in seven volumes, between 1935 and 1938, and Naval Documents Related
to the United States Wars with the Barbary Powers, in seven volumes, between 1939 and
1945. The Naval Historical Center is currently continuing this function with two
major series, The Naval War of 1812: A Documentary History, and the series in which
the volume in hand is the latest contribution, Naval Documents of the American
Revolution.

Published documentary collections encourage research and writing. They save
research time by identifying and bringing together related sources from scattered
locations. They suggest historical connections and highlight neglected subjects.
They identify obscure persons and references mentioned in the documents. They
ease reading the documents, while they help avoid misreading texts. Perhaps most
important, they stimulate intellectual curiosity.

More than forty years ago, in a review of William Bell Clark’s book on George
Washington’s Navy, Rear Admiral Samuel Eliot Morison noted the need for a com-
prehensive naval history of the American Revolution. Clark, who at the time was
working under contract to the Navy as the first editor of the Naval Documents of the
American Revolution series, responded in a private letter,

Nobody will be able to write a naval history of the American Revolution, cover-
ing all the aspects you mention, until the documents [ am editing are pub-
lished. . . . Without the facilities the [Director of Naval History] has placed at
my disposal the task would be almost insurmountable, as no one man could in
a dozen lifetimes dig into the repositories of Europe and America and extract
the mass of material available.

xi



With the project approximately half completed, many historians of the
American Revolution have been making good use of the series to write on opera-
tional, economic, and local aspects of the war at sea. Just as every serious naval his-
tory of the Quasi-War, the Barbary Wars, and the Civil War written since publication
of the Navy’s documentary series on those conflicts has relied heavily on them,
every serious scholar of naval warfare of the American Revolution mines deeply
from Naval Documents of the American Revolution.

Dr. Michael J. Crawford, editor of this volume and head of the Early History
Branch of the Naval Historical Center, and his assistant editors, E. Gordon Bowen-
Hassell, Dr. Dennis M. Conrad, and Mark L. Hayes, labored together many years in
surveying collections, selecting documents, transcribing, translating, and annotat-
ing the materials, and, finally, preparing the comprehensive index. I am deeply
grateful to Dr. Crawford and his associates for so ably producing a volume that will
be of continuing value to scholars, students, naval personnel, and other individuals
interested in the crucial role played by the sea and by those who go down to the sea
in ships in the development of the American nation. This volume is a major contri-
bution to the Naval Historical Center’s mission to promote an understanding of
America’s naval and maritime heritage.

WILLIAM S. DUDLEY, Ph.D.
Director of Naval History

xii



Editors’ Preface

“France, who is in a perfect state of security, but for political reasons, would
have Britain declare war against her first; but convinced I am, at all events, she will
not let us fall.” Thus wrote a “gentleman in Martinique” to “a friend in Baltimore”
in a letter dated 19 January 1778. By the start of 1778, many on both sides of the
Atlantic Ocean anticipated an early entry of France into the war between the
United States and Great Britain. False rumors of the recognition of American inde-
pendence by France, Spain, the Netherlands, and even Prussia, circulated in
America with as much currency as did the equally false report of the death of
Benjamin Franklin in Paris at the hands of an assassin. Every ship’s master arriving
in an American port from Europe found himself eagerly questioned about the state
of affairs in Europe and the attitude of the French toward Americans. Everyone
realized that France’s entry into the conflict would fundamentally transform the
nature of the war between Great Britain and the United States.

By the new year, the French government was ready to replace surreptitious aid
to the cause of American independence with formal recognition and alliance. On
6 February, Louis XVI and the American Commissioners in France secretly signed
two treaties, one of amity and commerce, and the other of alliance. On 13 March
the French ambassador in London informed King George III that France recog-
nized the independence of the United States of America. Within days, King Louis
XVI and King George III each withdrew his ambassador from the other’s court. A
formal state of war only awaited an act of armed hostility; and the French, as the
perceptive gentleman from Martinique understood, desired that the British fire the
first shot. France’s recognition of American independence and the resulting
inevitability of war between France and Great Britain made a radical change in
British strategy necessary. A colonial war of independence now merged with a war
fought in a global arena over the balance of power in Europe.

The purpose of the series Naval Documents of the American Revolution is to present
the war at sea of the American Revolution. In fulfillment of its mission, the Naval
Historical Center, the principal historical agency of the United States Navy, publish-
es materials that will facilitate the study of the role of sea power in the winning of
American independence; to cover the Spanish siege of British-held Gibraltar, or
Anglo-French naval combat on the coasts of India, is not in the Center’s mandate.

In accord with the general principle of thoroughly documenting the War of
American Independence, this series will continue to include documentation of all
naval campaigns in North American waters. Naval operations outside those waters,
in the Caribbean, European waters, and the Indian Ocean, unless they involved
U.S. forces, will only be covered by documents that summarize and give an
overview. Operations of the Continental Navy and American privateers (whether
Loyalist or Patriot), wherever in the world they occurred, will, of course, continue
to be documented.

xiii



This volume builds on the accomplishments of previous editors and staff. The
project’s first editor, William Bell Clark, laid the foundations for our Naval
Documents of the American Revolution series as early as the first decades of the twent-
eth century, when he began collecting the texts of documents relating to the naval
aspects of the war. Dr. William James Morgan, editor of Volumes 5 through 9, laid
a course that has proved a reliable chart to his successors. To Dr. William S. Dudley,
who was editor of this series from Dr. Morgan’s retirement in 1982 until 1990, when
he became Senior Historian of the Naval Historical Center and Dr. Crawford
assumed the post, we owe a debt of gratitude.

The editors of this volume wish to acknowledge with thanks the superb assis-
tance rendered us by the two other historian-editors in the branch, Christine F.
Hughes and Charles E. Brodine, Jr., co-editor and associate editor of the Center’s
The Naval War of 1812: A Documentary History series. In particular, Charles con-
tributed to the selection of documents in this volume relating to naval activities on
the Delaware River. Charlotte Marie Knowles, the branch program assistant, ably
transcribed many of the documents from manuscript into electronic text. The staffs
of other Center branches, especially the Navy Department Library and the Curator
Branch’s Photographic Section, provided essential services.

During a ten-month fellowship in documentary editing, Dr. Gregory D. Massey
assisted the project by selecting, transcribing, annotating, and indexing documents
concerning the lower South and the West Indies for this volume as well as for Volume
10. The Center is grateful to him for his fine contribution and to the National
Historical Publications and Records Commission, which sponsored his fellowship.

The following interns assisted with various editorial tasks: James Bartlinski, of
the University of Maryland, Baltimore County; Dyann Collins, of Pepperdine
University; Ellen Jacobs, of the University of Richmond; Licutenant Dale Maxey,
USN, of Fredericksburg, Virginia; Magdelena Ortiz, of James Madison University;
and Monique Fletcher, Fiona MacGregor, and Ewan MacMillan, of the University of
Aberdeen, Scotland.

Among the translations of foreign-language materials appearing in this volume
are those by Commander Canio Di Cairano, USNR (Ret.), Susan Cameron,
Elizabeth G. Crabbs, Russell B. Holmes, and Dr. Oscar M. Villarejo. john Arnold per-
formed wonders of research for the volume at the Public Record Office in London.

Unpublished Crown copyright material in the Public Record Office, London,
is reproduced by permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office.

Extracts from The Private Papers of John, Earl of Sandwich, First Lord of the
Admiralty, 1771-1782, edited by G. R. Barnes and J. H. Owen ([London]: Navy
Records Society, Copyright © 1932-38), are reprinted by permission of the Navy
Records Society.

The present volume publishes the texts of documents drawn from repositories
and private collections located across North America as well as in several centers of
learning in Europe. We greatly appreciate the cooperation of all of these institu-
tions and individuals.

The Naval Historical Foundation contributed a subvention toward the printing
of this volume, for which we are deeply grateful.

Accepting responsibility for any failings of commission or omission, the editors
trust that this volume of documents will advance understanding of the role of the
war at sea in the founding of the United States of America.
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Editorial Method

Principles of Selection

In selecting documents for this series, the editors’ goal is to include those records
that are necessary for a comprehensive understanding of the war at sea of the
American Revolution. By comprehensive, the editors do not mean they include
every document touching on the war at sea, but rather that they provide full cover-
age of naval aspects of the armed struggle and present the reader a meaningful
overview of the entire sea effort. As an earlier volume explained, “documentation
bearing on the regular naval forces on both sides, state navies, privateers, merchant
shipping, logistics of the conflict, and operations on sea, lake, bay and river fall
within the context of ‘naval document’ as used in this series” (Vol. 6, p. xi).

The series accounts for the activities of each of the Continental Navy’s warships
and of most of those of the state navies. It seeks to document every aspect of the
ordinary business of operating and maintaining the Continental and state navies. It
chronicles privateering activities, both American and British.

We also cover the activities of British squadrons in American waters and of
selected individual British warships. No attempt is made to document the ordinary
business of operating and maintaining the Royal Navy and therefore fiscal
accounts, muster rolls, payrolls, and share lists are excluded. There is also little
about British supplies, cannon, gunpowder, munitions, pay, prize money, and build-
ing and fitting out of ships. We do, however, cover British naval operations, logis-
tics, convoys, transports, and manning of vessels. Documents have also been includ-
ed that concern the aims and strategy of the British, account for prizes taken, and
balance Patriot accounts of actions and operations. Coverage of the British naval
effortin this and previous volumes will serve as the model for treatment of the naval
efforts of France and other European powers in coming volumes.

We print diplomatic correspondence that deals directly with naval matters,
including the outfitting of privateers and American naval vessels, the sale of their
prizes in European and Caribbean ports, and the supplying of America with muni-
tions by European powers. Internal American politics that affect naval operations
are documented, but not so internal European politics. In covering the French,
Spanish, and Dutch naval war efforts, we publish documents that: concern aims and
strategy; follow movements of squadrons and selected individual warships from
these countries; relate to joint operations with American armies and navies; or illus-
trate the effects of allied naval forces on the American populace, as well as on the
American war effort. In short, we provide enough documentation of the European
efforts to give context to those of the United States.
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Variant Texts

When muitiple copies of a text are available, the version that is closest to the text
that the recipient read is printed. For example, an autograph letter signed has
precedence over a recipient’s letter book copy, since the former is what the reader
saw and the latter may contain copyist’s errors; but a recipient’s letter book copy has
precedence over a draft, since the former is probably closer to the version the writer
sent, containing changes made in preparing the final version. Significant variations
between versions are discussed in notes; otherwise the editors do not identify vari-
ant versions.

Placement of Documents

Documents in this volume are divided into two sections, the American Theater and
the European Theater, according to where they originated, even though some doc-
uments created in Europe may concern events in America, and some created in
America may be about events in Europe. Within each theater, documents are
arranged in chronological order by date of origin. Under each date they are
ordered by place of origin, from north to south. For documents published on the
same day in the same location, public records precede private; and public records
appear in order of organizational hierarchy. In this hierarchy, Continental records
precede state, and state precede municipal; executive documents precede legisla-
tive, and legislative precede judicial; a letter from the president of Congress pre-
cedes a letter from a committee of Congress, and a letter from a committee of
Congress precedes a letter from a board acting for the committee; a document of
the British Admiralty precedes one from an admiral, and a letter from an admiral
precedes one from a captain. A letter written on the same day as its response always
precedes that response. Laid out in tabular fashion, the principles of arrangement
are as follows:

By theater: American, followed by European
By chronology
By geography north to south
public, by organizational hierarchy
private

Documents that cover a span of dates, such as a letter written over the course
of several days, are placed at the last date in that span.

Undated and incompletely dated documents appear at their earliest conjec-
tured date, as follows:

Conjectured Date Placement
sometime in a given year before documents dated
1 January of that year



sometime within a given month before documents written the
first of the month

after a given month before documents dated the
first of the next month

Notes

Notes follow each document. Each document has an unnumbered source note that
precedes the numbered notes and describes the document using abbreviations to
indicate the type of document and the repository and collection from which it
came. If the document was taken from a published source, that source may be short
titled. The abbreviations used in all of these cases are listed below. Contemporary
addresses, endorsements, and docketings are also given in the source notes.

The full name and rank or position, if known, of persons named in the text but
not identified in the text or notes, can be found in the index. In notes identifying
officers of the Royal Navy, a bracketed numeral after the name refers to the enu-
meration system employed by the British Admiralty to differentiate officers of the
same name and incorporated into The Commissioned Sea Officers of the Royal Navy
1660-1815, Occasional Publications of the Navy Records Society, Vol. 1, edited by
David Syrett and R. L. DiNardo (Aldershot, England: Scolar Press, for the Navy
Records Society, 1994).

Transcription

Transcriptions adhere as closely as possible to the originals in spelling, capitaliza-
tion, punctuation, and abbreviation, including the retention of dashes and under-
lining found in the original text. Exceptions to this general rule are as follows: The
names of ships are italicized. Complimentary closes, unless unusual or otherwise
significant, are shortened and end with [&c.], and, in the interests of saving space,
are attached to the last paragraph of text. Words and passages that were crossed out
by the author are transcribed either as overstrikes or in notes if they are deemed
significant by the editors. When a spelling is so unusual as to be misleading or con-
fusing, the correct spelling immediately follows the misspelled word in square
brackets and italicized type or is discussed in a footnote.

In the eighteenth century, the thorn, a symbol much like the letter y, was used
in place of the letters ¢h. In this volume, the thorn is represented by the letter y, so
that “y*” is “the,” “y ¥ is “that,” “y*” is “this,” and so forth. Another symbol, the “tailed
P,” or B, is retained. This symbol represents any of the prefixes per, pro, and pre. The
tilde, a flourish employed by writers in the eighteenth century to indicate the omis-
sion of one or more characters, is silently replaced by the appropriate letters.

Where the source is a newspaper or other printed work, the editors have not
attempted to retain typeface: for example, blocks of text in all italics have been put
in roman font, and some words in all capitals have been normalized. Exceptions are
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printed broadsides or advertisements where different typefaces emphasize the
meaning of the text.

In order to present accurate texts, this volume renders non-English documents
in their original language, including preserving spelling and accent marks howev-
er irregular. Each of these documents is accompanied by an English translation.

Ships’ Logs

Two categories of modifications to the original text appear in the transcriptions of
most of the logbooks and officers’ journals that appear in this volume. First, a num-
ber of columns with such information as the direction of the wind, ship’s course,
distance traveled, latitude, and longitude are eliminated. The noon bearing is
brought into the text of the “Remarks” column, set off as a separate paragraph.
Second, the dating of the daily entries has been made to conform with civil time,
rather than sea time. Most eighteenth-century logbooks and journals of ships at sea
began the new day with the previous day’s noon reading-the locating of a ship
using navigational instruments when the sun was at its meridian. Thus, according
to the log of a ship in the midst of the ocean, noon on 31 December civil time
would be the beginning of 1 January. In this volume, however, each day’s entry
begins with midnight, except as noted. In making this modification, the editors
start each entry with either the noon bearings or the last bearings of the previous
day.

Abbreviations Commonly Used in Logbooks

Abbreviations commonly used in logbook entries found in this volume are listed
below in alphabetical order, with their expanded meanings. In the text, the abbre-
viations in this list may be followed by a period or colon and lowercased words may

be capitalized.

Abbreviation = Meaning

abst abstract

ab! about

anchd anchored
anchr anchor

and anchored; answered
ansd answered
answd answered

bb best bower
bbr best bower

bd board; bound
br bower
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brig
brt
brot

bt br
com’
comp?
con®
Cr

dis
dist
distee
em4
emp?

exch?
fam
fath

forem*
fores!

ftgal
fth

hd
hht
larbd
lat
latr
ld
legs

long
lowd
I

mains!
majrs
miz®
mn
mod!

brigantine
brought
brought
best; boat; brought
best bower
company
company
contains
clear
distant
distant
distant
distance
employed
employed
east
exchanged
fathom
fathom
fathom
foremast
foresail
fair
foretopgallant
fathom
gallant
handed
hogshead
larboard
latitude
latter
larboard
leagues
leagues
longitude
lowered
leagues
main
made
mainsail
majesty’s
mizzen
main
moderate
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mod®
mS
mt
ml
mtg*
nord
northrd
. obsd
offr
onbd
pCS
pS

pun?
qr
recd
recvd
remd’
rem-”
reps
retd

rids
schr

sht
sig'

sigh!

sm!
southd
stard
stays!
studssl

tend’
tgm

tkd
topgall*
topm'*
topd

tS

TS

moderate
miles

main top
mast
maintopgallant
northward
northward
observed
officer

on board
pieces
pieces

part; past; point
punished
quarter
received
received
remainder
remainder
replacing; repairing
returned
reef

riding
schooner
sounded
short

signal

signal

sail; small
small
southward
starboard
staysail
studding sail
top

tender
topgallant mast
topgallant
tacked
topgallant
topmast
topsail
topsails
topsails
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var! variable

—wd —ward (as in leeward, northward, etc.)
wea' weather

west™d westward

wr water; weather

wt west; with

wih with

ye yard

Textual Devices

The editors silently supply letters and words that are missing from a damaged man-
uscript but are obvious from the context. They use brackets and roman type to sup-
ply those letters and words that are probable, with a question mark within the
brackets where they are questionable. The editors use brackets with italic type when
supplying the proper spellings of personal, and geographic names or the correct
spellings of words that are otherwise confusing. The bracketed, italicized phrases,
[torn] and [illeg.] (“illegible”), indicate indecipherable or non-conjecturable words
missing from manuscripts. The virgule, /, in source notes indicates a line break in
addresses, endorsements, and docketings. Extracts, translations, and enclosures are
indicated thus: [Extract]; [Translation]; [Enclosure]. All other editorial insertions
in the body of the texts are indicated by italic type within brackets. For documents
in which the texts lack a date or place of origin, the editors supply a date or place,
or both, in square brackets and italic type, flush right before the text.

[roman] probable conjectural reading, or text supplied from
another part of the document (in the case of logbooks in
particular)

froman?] questionable conjectural reading

[ztalic] editorial explanation

[torn) document is damaged, with non-conjecturable text missing

[illeg.] text is indecipherable

[Extract] the text following is part of a larger text

[Translation] the text following is an English translation from the text’s
original language

[Enclosure] the text following was an enclosure of the preceding text

overstrike crossed out text

Abbreviations Used to Describe Manuscripts

Copy Contemporary copy
D Document

Df Draft

DfS Draft Signed



DS

L

LB
Transcript
Translation

CaNSHP

CSmH
Ct

CtHi
CtNLHi

Cty
DLC
DN
DNA
FrBAPM
FrPMAE

FrPNA

M-Ar
MB

MdAA
MdJAN
MdHi
MeHi
MH-H

MHi
MiU-C

MSaE
Nc-Ar

Nh-Ar

Document Signed

Letter, Recipient’s Copy
Letter Book

Copy not contemporary
Contemporary translation
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AMERICAN THEATER
From January 1 to March 31, 1778

SUMMARY

During the winter months of January, February, and March 1778, British and
American naval efforts in the American Theater reflected conditions created by
the momentous events of the previous autumn, the capitulation of Lieutenant
General John Burgoyne’s British army at Saratoga, New York, and the capture of
Philadelphia by British forces under General Sir William Howe and Vice Admiral
Richard, Lord Howe. Expectation of France’s imminent entrance into the war in
support of American independence influenced many decisions by naval leaders in
America. The British Navy strove to maintain an effective blockade of the American
coast, despite the deteriorating condition of their warships, while supporting the
British army’s footholds in the rebellious territories in the seaports of New York,
Newport, and Philadelphia. Needing to get cruising warships to sea, as well as ship-
ments to Europe of American produce, particularly tobacco, and to allow ship-
ments of munitions, uniforms, and salt into their ports, American revolutionaries
struggled to pierce the blockades of the Narragansett Bay, Long Island Sound,
Chesapeake Bay, and Charleston S.C., while taking advantage of weaknesses in the
blockade, particularly at Boston, the eastern shore of Maryland and Virginia, and
the inlets of North Carolina’s Outer Banks.

Although Americans had rebuilt the fort at Machias, Maine, Sir George Collier
at Halifax reported the province of Nova Scotia in no danger of invasion. Royal
Navy ships and provincial armed vessels continued to capture American privateers
operating in Nova Scotia’s bays and inlets.

An American project to send the French armed ship Flammand, with a few
American officers on board authorized to make prizes, from Portsmouth, N.H., to
Charleston for a cargo of rice, failed because the French crew, deceived as to their
original destination, which they had been told was the French West Indies, refused
to sail for Charleston.

The ship Royal Bounty was carrying American prisoners from Halifax to
Newport when the prisoners rose, took over the vessel and brought her into
Marblehead. British authorities claimed credit for the prisoners on the balance
sheet of prisoners exchanged, but Americans denied that the vessel should be con-
sidered a cartel, since it was coming from one British-held port and heading for
another.

Boston’s secure harbor accommodated several ships fitting out, including
Continental Navy brig General Gates and Connecticut Navy ship Defence. Continental
Navy frigate Boston, Captain Samuel Tucker, set sail from Massachusetts Bay on 17
February, carrying John Adams, appointed to take the place of Silas Deane as one
of the American Commissioners in France. The State of Massachusetts ordered
brigantine Massachusetls on a cruise off England or the Iberian Peninsula and fit-
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4 AMERICAN THEATER

ted out several state trading vessels, dispatching Adams and Favorite to France via
South Carolina, Gruel, Nantes, and Union to France, and Dolphin to Spain. The
British captured Gruel off Halifax and Union before she reached France.

"~ Continental Navy frigates Providence and Warren and ship Columbus fitted out at
Providence, R.L, awaiting a good opportunity to sail through the British squadron
based in Newport. In a heavy fog on the night of 16 February, Warren slipped past
the blockaders in the Narragansett and, after a short cruise, made it to the safety
of Boston. But Columbus, attempting to break out on 27 March, ran aground and
the British burned her.

British transports prepared to proceed to Boston to take on board the
Convention Army that had capitulated at Saratoga the previous October, until the
Continental Congress abrogated the agreement to release the British soldiers.

Work continued on the building of Continental Navy frigate Confederacy at
Norwich, Connecticut. The state government appointed its own agent to devise a
way to get the new Continental Navy frigate Trumbull safely over the bar in the
Connecticut River at Saybrook.

British authorities made the decision to issue privateering commissions at New
York. They also planned to establish a navy yard at New York City, to alleviate the
vexing problems of maintaining Royal Navy vessels on the North American station.
Vice Admiral Richard, Lord Howe, noted the depletion of naval stores and sea-
men’s clothing in his fleet. Observing that some of his frigates, long on station,
would soon be unfit for service, he recommended more frequent relief of ships
assigned to him. Considering the aid to the Americans in ships of force expected
from “foreign Powers,” he suggested that the frigates be replaced with ships of the
line. Howe voiced doubts that, with the forces at his command, he would be able
to detach ships occasionally for the defense of Newfoundland or for convoying
trade from the West Indies.

During the unusually cold winter of 1777-78, the infamous winter of Valley
Forge, ice clogged the Delaware River so that the British shipping at Philadelphia
was, for the most part, confined to the wharves until 8 March. The Americans con-
ceived of several methods of destroying that shipping. The satirical poem The Battle
of the Kegs immortalized David Bushnell’s unsuccessful attempt to float kegs of gun-
powder fitted with detonating devises through the ice-choked river against British
vessels along the wharves. Major Francois Louis Teissédre de Fleury, of the
Continental Army, proposed a rocket-powered fire boat; he also proposed sending
men over the ice with shirts impregnated with sulfur to set fire to the ships. General
George Washington ordered the erection of a battery across the river from the
wharves, in an attempt to destroy the shipping with heated shot.

The Americans employed armed boats to stop market boats from supplying
Philadelphia, and the State of Pennsylvania commissioned its navy’s barges as pri-
vateers to capture transports attempting to reach the city. A few such transports
became caught in the ice and were captured by.American forces. In January, the
crews of two Pennsylvania Navy armed boats defected, with the boats, to the British.
Under persistent pressure from George Washington, the state of Pennsylvania
eventually agreed to sink its galleys in creeks to prevent their capture by the enemy.

In mid-February, a Continental Army detachment under Brigadier General
Anthony Wayne requested Continental Navy Captain John Barry’s assistance with a
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foraging expedition on the New Jersey shore. Under Barry’s command, a force, act-
ing in armed boats along the Delaware River shore, burned hay needed by the
British in Philadelphia to feed their horses. The raid acted as a diversion, allowing
Wayne to make off with a large herd of cattle for the Continental Army.

On 7 March, Barry’s command, consisting of two Continental Navy barges and
three Pennsylvania Navy armed boats, captured two British transports, laden with
hay for the British army, and their escort, the armed schooner Alert, in the service
of the British army’s engineering department. Barry ordered the large assortment
of engineering tools on board unloaded. To prevent their recapture Barry had the
transports burned, but he attempted to escape in Alert, renamed Continental Navy
schooner Wasp. Unable to evade the superior force of the four British warships in
pursuit, Barry ran the schooner on shore.

Continental Navy Captain Isaiah Robinson and Captain Nathaniel Galt of the
Pennsylvania State Navy sailed to Philadelphia under a flag of truce with provisions
for American prisoners held there, but the British placed the two men under arrest
as spies.

Dissatisfied with Continental Navy Commander in Chief Esek Hopkins’s per-
formance and failure to obey orders, Congress dismissed him from service on 2
January.

The Continental Navy Board of the Middle Department reprimanded Captain
John Barry for disrespect to Stephen Hopkinson, a member of the board. The two
had exchanged heated words when Hopkinson interfered with Barry’s efforts to
carry out the board’s orders to sink the frigate Effingham.

The Royal Navy maintained an effective blockade of the Virginia Capes, cap-
turing many vessels attempting to leave or enter the Chesapeake, including sever-
al heavily armed merchantmen from France and the Maryland state trading vessel
Lydia. The Maryland Navy offered the ship Defence for sale. On 31 March,
Continental Navy frigate Virginia, Captain James Nicholson, broke her rudder on
the Middle Ground shoal and was captured as she was making the last of several
foiled attempts to sail past the blockade. Maryland, Virginia, and North Carolina
cooperated in protecting navigation in the Chesapeake Bay, with their navies’ gal-
leys transporting goods and interfering with British operations in shallow waters.
Maryland struggled to man its armed vessels, and Virginia built two galleys on the
eastern shore to protect shipping along the seaboard.

Unable to enter the Chesapeake, Denis-Nicolas Cottineau de Kerloguen took
his heavily armed merchantman Ferdinand into Cape Lookout Bay, North Carolina,
where he established a shore battery to protect his ship as he discharged its cargo.
Cottineau would later see service with the Continental Navy, along with his fellow
Frenchman, Pierre Landais, who had come to America as master of the merchant-
man Flammand.

On 15 January 1778 an extensive fire in Charleston, S.C., destroyed several
hundred houses, causing damages valued by one estimate at half a million pounds.
Many Charlestonians believed the fire to be the work of the British men-of-war’s
boat crews who nightly came ashore from the blockading squadron. The ships of
this squadron patrolled the coast from South Carolina to East Florida, but most
remained off Charleston, the main trading port of the rebellious South, where they
took many merchant vessels as prizes.
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Attempting to protect their trade, the South Carolina government fitted out a
squadron of armed vessels, consisting of the ship General Moultrie, the brigantine
Notre Dame, and the brigs Polly and Fair American. Difficulties manning and the need
to train new recruits delayed the squadron’s sailing until 12 February. By then the
Continental Navy frigate Randolph, which was also fitting out at Charleston, had
augmented the squadron. The frigate’s commander, Captain Nicholas Biddle,
wishing to test his new ship against the British, consented to delay sailing until
South Carolina’s small fleet was ready to put to sea.

Randolph, Biddle, and all but three of the crew never returned from this cruise.
The fleet safely passed the blockading British squadron and sailed for the West
Indies. There it encountered H.M.S. Yarmouth, of sixty-four guns. The crew of the
American frigate fought valiantly against the British ship of the line, but the heavy
fire of the latter resulted in Randolph’s blowing up. The other ships of the squadron
escaped to Charleston.

The government of South Carolina may have intended its fleet merely to drive
the British warships from the vicinity of Charleston, but British intelligence
thought it was destined either to attack St. Augustine or to convoy a large number
of American and French merchantmen past the British warships waiting offshore.

Alexander Gillon accepted appointment as head of the South Carolina Navy
on condition that he be allowed to journey to France to obtain three frigates for
the navy he was to lead.

Georgia’s naval force consisted of several galleys for defense and for the appre-
hension of smugglers who supplied the British at St. Augustine. Unable to man the
galleys adequately with volunteers, the state’s executive council sought cooperation
of the Continental Army to allow soldiers to serve in them.

Anticipating an attack on East Florida, the British stationed Galatea,
Hinchinbrook, and East Florida province armed sloop Rebecca permanently off the
coast at Frederica, Ga., to defend the inland navigation to the St. Mary’s River,
which the British fleet used for fresh water.

Bermuda was a valuable source of salt for the Continental forces, required for
curing beef and pork, while Bermudans, unable to raise sufficient foodstuffs them-
selves, surreptitiously engaged in proscribed trade with the mainland. When
Virginia Loyalist Bridger Goodrich, holding a privateering commission from the
governor of Bermuda, seized Bermudan vessels engaged in that illegal commerce,
he found himself and his ship threatened with violence by the enraged islanders.

On 10 January, a detachment of Continental Army troops under Captain
James Willing set out from Pittsburgh in the Continental Army armed boat Rattle
Trap on an expedition down the Ohio River to the Mississippi. At Natchez, Willing
had the residents sign a capitulation and declaration of neutrality. At the British
settlement of Manchac, Willing’s party captured the ship Rebecca, of sixteen guns.
The American force took several other trading vessels, seized slaves, and brought
their booty into New Orleans. Louisiana’s Governor Bernardo de Galvez issued a
proclamation of neutrality, offered protection to British subjects fleeing the
invaders, and refused British demands to turn out the Americans and return the
seized British property. He allowed the Americans to sell the property to Spanish
citizens, who obtained the goods and slaves at bargain prices, while he secretly
transferred to Oliver Pollock, the resident agent of the Continental Congress, sup-
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plies that had been sent from Spain. The governor and council of British West *
Florida, in Pensacola, created a provincial corps and sought the assistance of native
allies in expelling Willing’s force. Meanwhile, the British Navy dispatched H.M.
sloops Sylph and Hound into the Mississippi and sent men to reinforce H.M. sloop
West Florida, on Lake Pontchartrain.

On 27 January, the sailors and marines of Continental Navy sloop Providence,
Captain John Peck Rathbun, surprised the forts at Nassau, New Providence, in the
Bahamas, capturing gunpowder, several merchant ships in the harbor, and British
letter of marque ship Mary.

In the West Indies, tensions increased between the French and British. The
British complained of French collusion with the rebels: the governors of the
French islands permitted the Americans to use their ports as bases to fit out and
repair privateers and to dispose of prizes; many “American” privateers were owned
and manned by Frenchmen, having but a single American on board as the nomi-
nal captain; and French naval vessels provided convoy to American shipping leav-
ing French ports. For their part, the French had their naval vessels warn off British
cruisers examining ships near the French islands and protested that officers of
British tenders had defective commissions that were inadequate for authorizing
examination of vessels displaying French colors.

Near Barbados, HM.S. Ariadne and HM.S. Ceres captured the slow-sailing
Continental Navy ship Alfred, but Alfred’s swifter consort, Continental Navy frigate
Raleigh, got away. British warships also captured several American privateers oper-
ating in the West Indies, including St. Peterand Massachusetts privateer brigantines
General Washington and Hampden. Captain Samuel Chew, of the Continental Navy
brigantine Resistance, and some thirty of his crew lost their lives in an inconclusive
engagement near Barbados with the packet Grenville during which the British mail
was lost. At the commencement of the battle the mail was hung off the stern for
sinking in case of capture and a stray shot cut the slings. Massachusetts State Navy
brigantines Hazard and Tyrannicide arrived at St. Pierre, Martinique, after a cruise
that took them to the coast of Portugal.

On 13 February, Rear Admiral Sir Peter Parker relieved Vice Admiral Clark
Gayton at Jamaica.
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“A LIST OF MEN BELONGING TO THE BALTIMORE’

[ Maryland Navy galley Baltimore, Baltimore, 1778]
Tho* Walker—Cap*
Rich® Brogdon 1s L
James Boyle 1 Lt mariens
John Crapper 24 D
Abraham Strong Mid. {has been absent some time I believe he has Run
Thos Weems—D*
Daniel Boyle—D* Run—
John Norris—Carp~
John Thompson Boats™
Henry Rantford—Drown’d
1 John Sandsberry—Sailor in the Congueror
Charles Daily—D¢ sick on shore
2 Benj™ Sutton—D
Joshua Cross—D Sick—not fitt for service
3 Samuel Willson—Do—
4 Benj™ Rollings—D~
Able Mason—Guners Mt Sick at home—
5 Will™ Adair—Sailor—Conqueror
6 Joshua Hodgskins—D>—D*
7 Tho® Patterson—D—joiner—
Negro Abraham—Do—
John Norridge—D¢ Same
Jerry Bryan—D< Conqueror sore leggs
Paul Hutton—Marien
Hard man Swing—D® Run
Patrick M“Avery—D° Run
Phillip Hindly—Do—
Mosses Guthrie—D*
John Jones—De:
T S Hollen—Sailor Cooper in Baltimore query
John Hawser—D*:

D, MdAA, Maryland State Papers (Red Books), S 989, 4570-117.

“A LIST OF MEN BELONGING TO THE INDEPENDENCF—"

[ Maryland Navy galley Independence, Baltimore, 1778]
Bennett Mathewis Cap®
John Bruel 1+ Lieut: on board y* Chester
Joal Higgenbotton Master on furlow
John Stevenson—L: Mariens resignd
John Hart—Mid
Gitting Gover—De: resignd
John Payne—Boat™ on board y* Chester
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Thos Lucas—Guner sick on board
Roderick MKensey Carp™—in the yard
Tob Cooe—sick on shore
James Ingram—Run—
Math* Morratty-Smith, on board y° Chester
Nath* M«Clure—on board y* Dolphin
Dan* Waldrom—(on board y¢ Dolphin)
John Smith—in y¢ Shop
Joseph Nichols—on board the Chester
George Camp—D°—
Will™ Condron—Run
Joseph Parkhurst—Run
Barn: Cadigan—on board y¢ Chester
Henry Turner—time up/on board the Dolphin
Will™ Logue—on board y* Chester
Will™ Miles Sergt mariens in the Dolphin
Joseph Darlington—Drum. Sick on shore
James Curry—marien—on board y¢ Chester
John Lewis—Sick at home/run—
Edward Reed—on board y* Chester
John Flinn—run
Henry Loyd—Sick on board not good for much
Thos Servant—on board the Chester
Fdward Freeman (in the Congueror) in y© Chester
George Tollinger—
Wanted 13 Swivles
John Payne jun® Sailor—in y* Chester
George Younger Marien—run
John Crossby—run
John Ellis—Run
Henry Lungreen—run
Dennis Clancy seaman just Entered

D, MdAA, Maryland State Papers (Red Books), S 989, 4570-119. Docketed: “Baltimore.”

ARMAMENT OF MARYLAND NAVY GALLEYS

[ Baltimore, 1778]
Inventory of Guns belonging to the Galley Baltimore.
2 Eighteen’s
14 Fours, 6 Swivels
Has on board 2 Long & 2 Short Fours received from on board the Sloop Molly.
Independance
2 Eighteen’s
2 Twelve’s
2 Sixe's
4 Fours, 16 Swivels
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Congqueror

4 Eighteen’s

10 Four’s, 14 Swivels

Chester

4 Eighteen’s

10 Fours

There is 14 Six’s belonging to the Ship Defence on board of the Galley Baltimore.

D, MdAA, Maryland State Papers (Red Books), S 989, 4570-118. Docketed: “Guns belonging to/the
Balt. Galley.”

LIEUTENANT JOHN CHEVER TO MARYLAND COUNCIL

[Maryland Navy galley Chester, Chestertown, 1778)
Sir
1 apply to Counsel for arms for the Use of the States on bord of the Galley
Chester forty Muskets with Bayonets And Catredg Boxses and Likewise forty prickers
and Brushes and thirty Cutt Lashes and seven paire of pistells and two houndred
flints and twenty worms and One Box of Muskett Catredges.—From yours
John Chever Lt on bor’d Chester

L, MdAA, Maryland State Papers (Executive Papers), S 1004, 6636-12-78. Docketed: “Sundries for/the
Chester Galley.” Chever was lieutenant of marines on board Chester.

COLONEL GEORGE MORGAN TO CAPTAIN JAMES WILLING

January 1778
Provisions issued at Fort Pitt to M* Willing for 30 Men on a Voyage to New Orleans Viz

6500 Biscuit & Flour

3000™ Beef Is 5200 Rations Bread

3000™ Pork & 5400 d> Meat

That is Rations for 30 Men 180 Days

70 Gallons Wiskey at % Pint ® Man # day

will last 30 Days—
Suppose 5 Boats to ascend the Rivers rowed by 20 Men each is 100 Men—It will
require 90 days Provisions is 9000 Rations or

11250® Flour &

9000 Pork — also

560 gallons of Rum
Querie—How are they to be supplied?

I recommend to M Willing to fix on a Plan with the Commanding officer for
the purpose & it will not be difficult to execute—But orders should have been
given by Congress—

Geo: Morgan
It is to be lamented that you had not been able to leave this the 1s- of October The
Time I have so often pointed out to Individuals of Congress. You should now be
about leaving Orleans to ascend the River & thereby secure your Passage & at one

third the Expence of Provisions &c—I now dread the Issue.
GM
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L, DNA, PCC, item 159, 433 (M247, roll 178). Morgan was Deputy Commissioner-General of Purchases,
Western District, and Agent for Indian Affairs. Addressed at the foot: “To Mr/James Willing.” Filed with
Brig. Gen. Edward Hand to the Continental Commerce Committee, 17 Jan., below.

January 1

MINUTES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR

Board of War, Boston Jan» 1= 1778,
Order’d, That Mr Ivers! pay Capt Abner Sylvester for part of Cargo for
Schooner Starks?. . ..£450..—.—
Order’d, That the Com? Gen'® deliver Cap* Ab* Sylvester a Gallon Pot for the
use of Schooner Starks.—
Order’d, That Mr Ivers pay Cap* John Rider Master of the Schooner Hannah,*

for Advance Wages &c.asprhisBill .............. 76..14.—
& 745 1/2 Dollars as part of the Cargo............ 223..13.—
£300.. 7.—

LB, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 149 (Board of War Minutes, 1777-1778), 146-47.
1. Thomas Ivers, cashier of the Massachusetts Board of War.
2. Massachusetts State trading schooner Starks, Littlefield Sibely, commander.
3. David Devens.
4. See NDAR 10: 816, 823.

LIBELS FILED IN THE MASSACHUSETTS MARITIME COURT OF THE MIDDLE DISTRICT

State of MASSACHUSETTS-BAY,
To all whom it may concern.
Middle District.
NOTICE is hereby given, That Libels are filed before me, against the following Vessels,
their Cargoes and Appurtenances, viz—In Behalf of William Day, Commander of the
Ship General Mifflin,! and all concerned therein, against the Brigantine Fame, of about
150 Tons burthen, James Coates, late Master: In Behalf of William Rogers,
Commander of the armed Brigantine General Washington,? and all concerned therein,
against a Letter of Marque Ship Jonathan?® of about 300 Tons burthen, Richard
Townshend, late Master: In Behalf of William Cole, Commander of the armed
Brigantine Oliver Cromwell,* and all concerned therein, against the Sloop Fly, of about
70 Tons burthen, John Bray, late Master: In Behalf of Nathan Nichols, Commander of
a Letter of Marque Sloop, called the Patty,” and all concerned therein, against sundry
Goops, said to be British, and taken out of a Boat belonging to the Lovely Lass, George
Thompson, late Master; And against sundry GOODs, said to be British, and taken out
of the Schooner Hope, William Hunt, late Master. All which Vessels and their Cargoes,
so libelled, are said to have been taken and brought into the Middle District aforesaid.
And for the Trial of the Justice of said Captures, a Maritime Court, for the said District,
will be held at Boston, on Friday the 16th Day of January, A. D. 1778, when and where
the Owners of said Captures, and all concerned therein, may appear and shew Cause
(if any they have) why the same, or any of them should not be condemned.
N. CUSHING, Judge of said Court.
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Independent Chronicle, and the Universal Advertiser (Boston), 1 Jan. 1778.

1. Massachusetts privateer ship General Mifflin, 350 tons burthen, mounting 26 carriage guns, a crew
of 120 men, owned by Philip Moore and Archibald Mercer, of Boston, was commissioned on 28 Oct.
1776. M-Ar, Revolutionary Rolls Collection, vol. 5, p. 833.

2. Massachusetts privateer brigantine General Washington, mounting 18 carriage guns, a crew of 130
men, owned by Isaac Sears and Paschal Nelson Smith, of Boston, and Samuel Broome, of Wethersfield,
Conn., was commissioned on 10 Nov. 1777. M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 139, p. 150. She was termed
a Connecticut privateer in her Continental bond of 25 July 1777. DNA, PCC, item 196, vol. 6, p. 47.

3. Ship Jonathan, mounting ten 4-pounders and four 6-pounders, built at Liverpool in 1774, bound
from Liverpool to New York. Lloyd’s Register of Ships, 1777-1778.

4. Massachusetts privateer brigantine Oliver Cromwell, William Coles, commander, mounting 16 car-
riage guns, a crew of 130 men, owned by John Derby & Co., of Salem, was commissioned on 29 Apr.
1777. M-Ar, Revolutionary Rolls Collection, vol. 6, p. 300.

5. Massachusetts privateer sloop Paffy, mounting 4 carriage guns, a crew of 16 men, owned by
Darbey & Nichols, of Salem, was commissioned on 13 Aug. 1777. DNA, PCC, item 196, vol. 11, p. 60.
The owners were probably Elias Hasket Derby and Ichabod Nichols, who appear as Patty's owners in the
bond for her next commission, 21 Jan. 1778. M-Ar, Revolutionary Rolls Collection, vol. 6, pp. 230, 233.

ADVERTISEMENT OF SALE OF MASSACHUSETTS PRIVATEER SCHOONER LEE

For SALE,
The Schooner LEE,! burthen 75 Tons, a prime Sailer, has run all the War as an
armed Schooner. Inquire of THOMAS STEVENS at Manchester.
Independent Chronicle, and the Universal Advertiser (Boston), 1 Jan. 1778.
1. On 29 Oct. 1775 Lee was commissioned a schooner in Washington’s Fleet and was commanded
by John Manley and later Daniel Waters. She was commissioned on 12 Mar. 1777 as a Massachusetts pri-

vateer schooner, John Skimmer, commander, mounting 10 carriage guns with a crew of 54 seamen. M-
Ar, Revolutionary Rolls Collection, vol. 6, 216.

CAPTAIN ANDREW SNAPE HAMOND, R.N., TO CAPTAIN JOHN LINZEE, R.N.

By Andrew Snape Hamond Esq
Captain of His Majestys Ship the
Roebuck, and Senior Officer of the
Squadron stationed in the River
Delaware.

Whereas you have represented to me that the Crew of His Majesty’s Ship,
under your Command, suffer very much by the Weather at this inclement Season
for want of suitable Cloathing and there is not a sufficient Assortment of Navy Slops
in the Squadron to answer their necessary demands. You are therefore hereby
authorised and required to cause the Purser of His Majestys Ship under your
Command to purchase such Slops as may be requisite for the Use of the Ships
Company; taking care the same is done at as easy a Rate as possible, and that they
are good and fit for the purpose.

The Purser will be also to procure proper Vouchers for the Slops he may so
purchase, and the Prices paid by him for the different Articles, are to be Charged
against the Men receiving any thereof, upon the Ships Books, in a distinct Column,
under the head of purchased Slops—

Given onboard the Roebuck at Philadelphia the 1* January 1778.

A S Hamond.

) LB, ViU, Hamond Papers, Orders Issued (1778-1780), pp. 1-2. Addressed at foot: “To/Capt™ John
Linzee/of His Majesty’s Ship the/ Pearl.”
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CAPTAIN ANDREW SNAPE HAMOND, R.N., TO JAMES MASON

By &c. &c.

The very Sickly state of the Ships under my Orders here, rendering it absolute-
ly necessary notwithstanding the very high Price of fresh Provisions that they
should be accomodated therewith once a Week for the better re-establishing the
Men’s Health. You are hereby required and directed to Purchase from time to time
a sufficient Quantity of Fresh Beef to Serve in lieu of Salt Beef one day in the Week
onboard the several Ships & Vessels under my Directions until further Order, on
the best terms you can for the Crown; drawing Bills for the Amount on the
Commissioners of the Victualing, and taking such Vouchers as are required.

Given &c. [on board the Roebuck at Philadelphia] 1* January 1778.

A S Hamond.

LB, ViU, Hamond Papers, Orders Issued (1778-1780), pp. 5-6. Addressed at foot: “To/Mr James
Mason/Purser of His Majesty’s Ship/ Roebuck.”

BRIGADIER GENERAL WILLIAM SMALLWOOD TO GENERAL GEORGE WASHINGTON

[Extract]
Dear Sir, Wilmington January 1%t 1778—

We have recovered our Sloop which I wrote concerning the other Day, & no
other Damage sustained by the Tories retaks her, than a few Barrells of Flower, &
some Pork; our Party have surprized & drove them of [ f] whilst unloading her.—

The Brig! is like to be much more valuable than was at first supposed, there
appears to be a great Quantity of Arms, Baggage & some Cloths, Ammunition,
Rum & Wine, and I am in hopes some Soldiers Cloathing, in short she is full, & I
understand lately from England, but called by York & took in Officers Baggage &
the Soldiers now Prisoners, there were upwards of 90 Waggonloads brought from
her the Day before yesterday, but very few yesterday, being chief p- of the Day secur-
ing her by fasts on the Shore, the Tide having made very ful, & the Ice had Nigh
carried her off, but believe she is now well secured—I have ordered Waggons in to
carry of [f] the Arms heavy Baggage &c to the neighborhood of Nottingham,
where I Judge they will be more secure, & shoud be glad of your direction relative
to the removal of the Prisoners—Officers are now sorting the Arms & Baggage &c
for Removal, & as soon as an Inventory of the whole can be made out it shall be
done & transmitted. ... I remain [&c.]

W. Smallwood
L, DLC, George Washington Papers, Series 4. Addressed at foot: “His Excell* Gen" Washington.”
Docketed: “Wilmington 1% Jan?/1778/from/Gen" Smaliwood.” Two paragraphs referring to payment
due the 5th Maryland Regiment are not printed here.

1. Transport brig Symmetry, Monkman, master. For more on her capture, see NDAR10: 816, 818,
825, 826, 833, 834.

PENNSYLVANIA SUPREME EXECUTIVE COUNCIL TO WILLIAM CRISPIN

In Council
Sir Lancaster January 13+ 1778

By the bearer M= William Bradford! I have sent you four thousand pounds for
the purpose of providing provisions for the fleet belonging to this State—I should
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have sent a greater sum but the Treasury is almost exhausted I however hope

shortly to have it in my power to send you a further sum—I am with respect [&c.]
Thomas Wharton jun®

L, PHarH, RG 27, Executive Correspondence (loose) of the Supreme Executive Council. Addressed at

foot: “M= W Crispin.” Docketed: “1778 January 1= To M"/Wm Crispin Commis-/sary to the fleet.—"
1. Probably William C. Bradford, paymaster of the Pennsylvania Navy.

JOURNAL OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS

[ York, Pa.] Thursday, January 1, 1778
The Marine Committee, to whom the letter of the Hon. Thomas Cushing,
Esq.! of the 6th of December last? with the inclosed bill of exchange, were
referred, report, That, in their opinion, the said bill ought to be paid by a warrant
on the treasury in favour of the persons in whose behalf the said bill was drawn:
Resolved, That Congress concur with the committee.
Ordered, That the said report, with the bill and letter, be referred to the Board
of Treasury.
Jcc1o: 7-8.
1. Thomas Cushing was the naval agent overseeing the construction of Continental Navy frigate

Alliance. NDAR 10: 315, 479.
2. NDAR 10: 817.

JOURNAL OF H.M.S. GALATEA, CAPTAIN THOMAS JORDAN

Jany 1778 [Charlestown] S69 W 122 Ls

Thursd 1 % pt 8 AM Saw a Sail Gave Chace at 11 Fired
a Shot & Brottoo the Sch* Jolly Robin from
Porto Prince bound to Boston Laden with
Molasses Calab Hopkins Master!

do West 98 Ls

De [Mod*] & fair W= [PM] Read the Articles
of War & Abst to Ships Company Punished
Simon Needs wt 1 Doz for Neglect of Duty.

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/4197.

1. Schooner Jolly Robin, Caleb Hopkins, master, a crew of seven seamen, owned by Smith & Co. of

Boston, from Hispaniola to Boston, laden with molasses, tea, and coffee, taken in lat. 32° 45°, long. 73°
11’, sent to St. Augustine. Howe’s Prize List, 23 Apr. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 239-40.

JoURNAL OF H.M.S. PERSEUS, CAPTAIN GEORGE KEITH ELPHINSTONE

January 1778 Port Royal WNW 8 Leagues.

Thursday 1% at 6 AM, made the Signal for a Sail in the SW*, gave chace with
the Carysfort, at % past saw another under the Land to which we
changed; at 9 fired Six nine pounders Shotted and brought too
the chace, she proved a Rebel Brig from Piscattaway to Charles-
Town in Ballast,! took charge of her, and brought her people
on board; at Noon sailing down to join the Carysfort who had
left off chasing the Other Sail.

Land of Se Edisto NW* 5 or 6 Leagues
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Light airs inclinable to calm; PM dismantling and bring Stone
Ballast from the Brig; at 6 Set her on fire:
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/688.
1. Brig Nesbitt, Samuel Smallcorn, master, a crew of eight seamen, owned by Erskin & Mitchell of

Boston, from Boston to Charles Town, destroyed. Howe’s Prize List, 23 Apr. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488,
fols. 238-39.

CAPTAIN WILLIAM GARNIER, R.N., TO WILLIAM RICHARDSON

Par William Garnier Ecuyer
Capitaine du Vaisseau de Sa
Majesté Le Southampton./.
11 Vous est Ordonné par ces présentes de Vous rendre & bord de la Corvette Snail!
(Limace) et d’enprendre le Commandement; en Conséquence Vous feréz Voile
avec La plus grande promptitude pour Croiser entre les débougemens, et depuis
Les Isles Turques a La partie du nord de St Domingue, a L’effet d’Interupter tous
Les Battimens Commercaux Venants, allans ou appartenans aux habitans des
Colonies de sa Majesté en Amerique présentement en Rebellion. Vous continuréz
ce service jusqu’au dixieme Jour du mois de fevrier Prochain. que Vous devéz vous
en Returner au Port Royal, ou Si vous Trouvéz le Chevalier Pierre Parker? Vous
vous conforméz aux ordres qu’il Vous donnera. que S’il arrivoit qu’il n’en seriez a
Vous ordonner pour quelque Service particuliere, Vous feriéz alors Carener la ditte
Corvette Avec toute la Célerité possible, pour reprendroit Continuer Votre
croisiere dans les mémes parages.
Donné de moi a Bord du Vaisseau de
sa Majesté Le Southampton dans Le
Port de Port Royal Le 1¢ Janvier
1778. Signé Wm Garnier
a Monsieur
Monsieur W™ Richardson?
Je Sousigné Interpréte de la langue Angloise Au Cap francois. Certifie avoir
traduite a 'ordre de M. Le Général* La Commission ci dessus, de 1'Original en
Anglois qui m’a été remis par le Sieur Richardson Capitaine de La Corvette
Angloise Snail, en foi de quoi. Au Cap Le 15. Janvier 1778. Signé Gautarel./.
Pour Copie conforme a L’Original
dargout

[Translation]

By William Garnier Esquire
Captain of His Majesty’s Ship
the Southampton.

You are ordered by these presents to go on board the Sloop of War Snail and
take command of her.! You will then, with the greatest speed, set sail to cruise
among the passages, from the Turks Islands to the northern part of Saint
Domingue, for the purpose of intercepting all Merchant ships coming from, going
to, or belonging to the inhabitants of His Majesty’s American Colonies now in
Rebellion. You will continue this duty until the tenth day of February next. You are
then to return to Port Royal, or if you should meet Sir Peter Parker? you will carry
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out the orders he will give you. Should it happen that there might be no specific
service for you to perform, you will then careen the said Sloop as quickly as possi-
ble, so as to resume the remainder of your cruise in the same waters.
Signed by me on board His
Majesty’s Ship Southampton
in the harbor of Port Royal
on the 1* January 1778.
(Signed) W™ Garnier
To M=
Mr W= Richardson?
In witness whereof, I, the undersigned, interpreter of the English language at Cape
Francois, certify that I have, by order of the General,* translated the above commis-
sion, from the original in English, which was handed to me by M~ Richardson, com-
mander of the English Sloop of War Snail. At the Cape on the 15. January 1778.
(Signed) Gautarel./.
A Copy conforming to The Original

dargout
Copy, UKLPR, C.O. 137/73, fol. 122. Docketed: “In Gov Dalling’s (N° 15) /of 12t Feby 1778./(5.) /d-.”
Enclosure no. 5 in Gov. John Dalling’s letter to Lord George Germain, 12 Feb. 1778.
1. Tender of H.M. frigate Southampton.
2. Rear Adm. Sir Peter Parker.
3. Master’s Mate, frigate Southampton.
4. Robert, Comte d’Argout de Neritiers, governor general of Saint-Domingue.

January 2

MAJOR GENERAL EYRE MASSEY TO GENERAL SIR WILLIAM HOWE

Sir, Halifax 2 January 1778

The 224 November, we receiv’d here the disagreeable news from Quebec, of
General Burgoyne’s misfortune: soon after the Lieutenant Governor' and Council
sat, and wrote me a letter to apply for the removal of the Rebel Prisoners.

I wrote to Sir George Collier to inform him, as it was reported that General
Burgoyne’s Army were brought Prisoners to Boston, I gave it as my opinion the
sooner the Prisoners were sent from this the better, that they might be exchang’d:
the Lieut: Governor wrote to me to make the requisition, which I refus’d as I had
your Orders to receive them on shore: but would give them up when requir'd by
the Commanding Naval Officer.

But thus have they been delay’d from early in November to this day, and it is
hard to say how much longer.

I am quite happy to remain in any Command your Excellency is pleas’d to
have prescrib’d to me; but why am I to be left with an Officer, that does every thing
in his power, to retard the Service and make me unhappy, by such frequent delays.

Brigade Major Studholme’s? & M Franklin’s? Expedition from Saint John’s to
Machias, was stop’d by Captain Feetus* of the Vulture, telling them, he had Orders
from Sir George Collier not to assist them.

With the concurrence of the Lieut- Governor, I order’d Major Small® to rein-
force that Detachment; & the reason Sir George Collier prevented Captain Feetus
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from cooperating with Major Studholme, was that Sir George, wanted the whole
honour of destroying Machias with his Ships: the failure of which, has given fresh
spirits to the Rebels.

Major Small will inform your Excellency of every particular. During the
General Court Martial I thought it highly necessary to send Major Souter to take
the Command of Fort Cumberland: he went in very severe weather and is now
return’d: after performing that disagreeable journey with great chearfulness: and
effected with the greatest judgement everything I wish’d.

He has reported to me the vast expence of that Post, & what little use it is of,
for the protection of this Province.

As there are sixty Yorkshire families there, who are without doubt good sub-
jects, and would all be destroy’d, were we to abandon that Post, which is my only
reason for continuing it: in the last War it was usefull to the French, as they came
there from Canada, by the Bay of Verte.

Since Captain Barron was taken Prisoner, 1 appointed Captain Collett as
Assistant Engineer; but on Captain Spry’s Complaint of the extraordinary expences
of that Gentleman; I have sent one there of Captain Spry’s recommending; so that
I hope the Works, will go on the better.

I reported to your Excellency that I had sent Captain Spry there this Summer
to push on the Works: and as the whole of Licut* Col: Goreham’s Corps’ is there, I
beg your permission to withdraw the Light Infantry Company of Marines, which I
order’d there, when the place was invested: and which I did not think I could recall
without your permission, after having reported it to you.

Without doubt if Major Studholme can keep his ground at Saint John’s:
(which he tells me he will do.) this Province must be safe from any harm by the Bay
of Fundy as it is exactly opposite Anapolis.

I hope your Excellency approv’d of my continuing the Coal Works. When I
heard of the number of small Pirates, that were on the Coast, I sent the Deputy
Quarter Master General to apply to Sir George Collier to protect the Coal vessels:
he sent me word the Albany was at Canso: she might as well be in England: I then
purchas’d a small arm’d sloop, which I call the Howe?® and sent her & the Gage®
which brought in all the vessels except one.

Sir George Collier told the Officer that commanded the Howe, that General
Massey may send them out; but the first Man of War would take their Prizes from
them: this has damp’d the Officer: & I have mention’d to my Lord George
Germaine, to pray he will send me Two letters of marque.

I beg to report to you the Gage took one of those little Plrates which mount-
ed twelve swivels, and had taken many Merchantmen on this Coast.

I have Officer’d & mann’d those two little vessels mostly with Governor
Legge’s Corps.!?

As I return’d you Captain Shaw’s Commission which has had a good effect; you
will please to send me a Commission for Captain Daniel Cunningham, who has got
half his Company: and an Adjutant’s Commission for Lieut: Thos Green, who now
acts by my Order.

Notwithstanding my complaints of Sir George Collier’s conduct; Major Small
will do me the justice to say; he never heard me speak a disrespectfull thing of Sir
George Collier; since he interfer’d & settled matters: and I promis’d you I would
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not trouble myself about him: but, Dear Sir, how unkind Lord Howe is, not to send
here another Officer.

My Lord in his letter said there must be a publick hearing; I do not care how
soon; but I cannot be insulted, by any Man, for so I must call it when my letters to
you, are dated from the 20t November to this date; for so long ago, has he infor-
m’d me a Ship of War was to sail for the Grand Army: & five have been fix’d, &
counterorder’d since.

I have had the honour to be under your immediate Command; I therefore
appeal for my perseverance in every point of Duty.

I'am at this time high up in Rank, & have not a Colonel’s Command here.

Do not be surpriz’d if your Excellency sees me in the Howe sloop: for either Sir
George Collier must be recall’d, or myself, for I can never serve with any Man, who
occasions such delays to the King’s Service in time of Rebellion.

I again repeat to your Excellency; that I am ready to serve my King, wherever
you order me.

As my Lord Howe is pleas’d to say, Sir George Collier must have a publick
hearing; I say for that; it is by no means the method to conquer the Rebels, no
more than it was for a two Decker,!! to cut out of Shiep’s Gut River'2 ten little
Lumber boats, which were sold for thirty Pounds each, & leave a large French Mast
Ship!® there, on which there are Masts that would sell for Three hundred Pounds
each, at Portsmouth, which the present Master of the Gage offer’d to effect: & bring
to this Port.

The Troops under my Command are furnished with the most excellent provi-
sions. The King’s Molasses have been expended for some time.

As T this moment have heard the Cabbot is to sail in the morning,'* I hope you
will pardon me, for not writing this letter myself—and also forgive the Contents,
from Dear Sir [&c.]

Eyre Massey

L, UKLPR, PRO 30/55, Gen. Sir Guy Carleton Papers, vol. 7, no. 830. Docketed: “M. Gen"
Massey/to/Gen! Sir W. Howe/Halifax 24 Jany 1778.” Endorsed: “Reced 27t March/Complains much of
S= G. Collier/Fort Cumberland very expensive/& become unnecessary—/desires to withdraw the L*
Infr/Compr of Marines from thence—/Desires to be relieved—.”
. Commo. Mariott Arbuthnot.
. Maj. Gilfred Studholme.
. Col. Michael Francklin, Superintendant of Indian Affairs in Nova Scotia.
. Comdr. James Feattus, R.N.
. Maj. John Small, who led a force of 400 men against Machias in Aug. 1777.
. Coal mines at Spanish River, Nova Scotia.
. Royal Fencible Americans, a Provincial regiment commanded by Lt. Col. Joseph Gorham
(Goreham).

8. Formerly a Massachusetts privateer. See NDAR 10: 696.

9. Nova Scotia Province armed sloop Gage.

10. Loyal Nova Scotia Volunteers, a Provincial regiment raised by Gov. Francis Legge of Nova Scotia
in Dec. 1775.

11. H.M.S. Rainbow, a frigate mounting 44 guns on two decks. See NDAR9: 749-51, 757-58, 758-59,
760, 789; 10: 82-84, 587.

12. Sheepscot River, Me.

13. Massachusetts State trading ship Gruel, Capt. Joseph Proctor. See NDAR 9: 910~11, 911n, 949;
10: 66, 82, 83, 257, 587.

14. H-M. brig Cabot sailed on 12 Jan. with a convoy of 10 merchantmen and arrived at Newport on
21 Jan. UKLPR, Adm. 52/1636, part 3, fols. 28-29.
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CAPTAIN JOHN CAREY TO MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR

Hon" Sir Portsmouth [2]! Jan* 1778

Last Saturday Evening after a very fatiguing passage of 42 Days, I arriv’d at Old
York? in the State Sloop Republic® meeting with very bad weather, has disabled her
from proceeding any farther unless intirely refitted. her Sails are shatter’d to Rags;
the Anchors, & Cables are lost; my Mate dy’d with a Fever on his Passage; One Man
was lost Over board. eight Men who went ashore with Capt Palmer on an Island,
was oblig’d to leave them, the weather coming up so boisterous was forc’d to cut
our Cables. The Cargo is very valuable, consisting agreable to the Packet, which is
now forwarded. You’ll Please immediately to forward with respect to my further
proceedings, & shall wait at Portsmouth your Orders. by an unfortunate Accident
in cleaning a gun, I am bady wounded in the hand. I am Sir [&c.]

John Cary

NB—Should have forwarded the Acco® of my Arrival, but Col> Langdon* thought
it most convenient to wait for the Post.
L, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 153 (Board of War Letters, 1777-1780), p. 32. See Captain John Carey
to Captain John Lamb, 16 Jan., and Massachusetts Board of War to Captain John Carey, 19 Jan., below.

1. The date is supplied by the placement of the letter in the index to vol. 153.

2. York, Me.

3. Massachusetts Navy sloop Republic had been sent to Martinique in August 1777 with a cargo of
fish, boards and staves. She was to return to Massachusetts or New Hampshire with a cargo of molasses,

rum and cotton. See NDAR 9: 691; 10: 230-31.
4. John Langdon, Continental Agent for New Hampshire.

“VOTES AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE [ CONTINENTAL] NAVY BOARD
OF THE EASTERN DEPARTMENT”

[Boston] 1778 January 24
Voted That M~ William Barrons 1t Lieutenant of the Ship Providencé be
appointed first Lieu® of the Ship Bostor? and that a Letter be wrote him to inform
him of this Appointment and to require his Attendance immediatly on board her.—
D, DLC, Papers of the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Department.

1. Continental Navy frigate Providence, Capt. Abraham Whipple, commander.
2. Continental Navy frigate Boston, Capt. Samuel Tucker, commander.

ORDER OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL

State of Massachusetts Bay

Council Chamber [Boston] Jar 24 1778
Ordered—That Col*> Tho* Crafts be and hereby is directed to detach from his
Reg*! one Subaltern, one Serjeant, one Corporal & 7 Privates and place them as a
Guard on Board the Cartel Vessel? in this Harbour with perticular Orders not to
permit any Person to depart from or to enter on Board the Said Cartel till further
Order—And in Case there shall be any rising on Board the Said Cartel or Attack
made upon the same which can not be Quelled without firing on the Insurgents or
Assailants in such Case the Said Col® is hereby directed to give Orders to the Guard
aforesaid to fire upon them & to repeat the same till they shall submit to Order—

read & Accepted
Jne- Avery Dy Secy
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DS, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 174 (Council Papers, 1777-1778), p. 65.

1. Massachusetts militia regiment.

2. Brigantine Favorite, Lt. John Brown, commanding. She sailed soon after for Halifax, arriving on
10 Jan. See Captain Sir George Collier, R.N., to the Massachusetts Commissary of Prisoners, 17 Jan., and
The Continental Journal and Weekly Advertiser (Boston), 29 Jan., below.

DIARY OF CAPTAIN FREDERICK MACKENZIE

[Newport. Rhode Island]
2¢—[January] Thaw. The morning fine, with the wind at S. The afternoon thick,
with small rain.

At 11 this morning came in the Brune Frigate with about 30 sail of vessels
under her Convoy from the Delaware. At the same time Came in The Fagle of 64
Guns, having the Flag of Lord Howe on board, in three days from the Delaware.
Lord Howe was saluted by Sir Peter Parker, with 15 Guns, which was returned with
13. As soon as The Eagle dropt anchor his Lordship was saluted with 17 Guns from
the North Battery, which was returned with 11 only.

Mackenzie, Diary 1: 233.

JOURNAL OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS

[ York, Pa.] Friday, January 2, 1778
Congress having no further occasion for the service of Esek Hopkins, Esq"
who, on the 22 December, 1775, was appointed commander in chief of the fleet fit-
ted out by the Naval Committee,
Resolved, That the said Esek Hopkins, Esq™ be dismissed from the service of the
United States.

JCC10:13.
JourNAL oF H.M.S. PoRTLAND, CAPTAIN THOMAS DUMARESQ

January 1778
Friday 2nd At the Pitch Kettle Moorings in English
Harbour Antigua—
6 AM? they' came, & were employ’d as before. Sailmakers
repairing Sails. at Noon Came in y* Antigua Brig from a Cruize.
and brought in y* Nancy Schooner an American Privateer of 12
Carriage Guns & 41 Men y© Privateer had 4 Men kill’d & 15
Wounded.—?
At the Pitch Kettle Moorings in English Harbour
Antigua—
De Wr [Moderate breezes and Clear Weather] Our Two
Tenders fitting out.

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/711, part 3.

1. At 1 PM. on 1 Jan., “the Carpenters and Caulkers left off working for y° Holiday.”

2. Georgia privateer schooner Nancy, John Brown, commander, mounting 12 guns, crew of 40 men,
80 tons burthen, belonging to and from Georgia, on a cruise, taken by H.M. brig Antigua on 28 Dec.
1777, sent to English Harbour, Antigua. Young’s Prize List, 14 Mar. 1778, below.
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GOVERNOR VALENTINE MORRIS TO LORD GEORGE GERMAIN

[Extract] .
My Lord. St Vincent 27 January 1778.

I have the honor of this moment receiving by the Grantham Packet, your
Lordships Duplicate of the 3¢ October circular,’ as also secret and confidential;
together with your original letter of the 5% of November; to have my conduct merit
his Majesty’s approbation has ever been my supreme wish, and ambition; to receive
such is the utmost completion,

... I'am sorry to inform your Lordship that his Majesty’s Sloop lately employed
in carrying provisions to the out Posts of this Island,? was yesterday evening taken by
an American Privateer of 14 Guns, in one of the windward bays of this Island, into
which she run hopeing to avoid capture; and I must hire & insure another for that
service. the one taken will be directly carried to St Lucie, or Martinica, and tomor-
row I shall send to demand her from the french Governor as also those English
Seamen permitted to be detained in chains in St Pierres. I am from the late conduct
of that nation in these latitudes, convinced both will be refused; and I shall imme-
diately transmit to your Lordship an account thereof, but your Lordship may relay
on it these people expect, nay act in such a manner that must draw on some chas-
tisement, explanation, or war with them, under these circumstances; and thinking
the latter not the most impossible consequence, I feel very unwilling to drop those
connections and source of informations which I have established, and hitherto kept
up in the French Islands; yet, with concern I repeat it, this I must do unless I am per-
mitted to make a charge in my contingent account of the expence I have already
been at, and still must continually incur to keep these up. I wish it could possibly suit
the other services to have one of his Majestys Frigates constantly stationed at, and
for this Government. give me leave my Lord to observe that the last peace giving
such valuable acquisitions to his Majesty in these windward seas, has much altered
the nature of the former services for the Islands; and demand a regular station for
the immediate protection of the windward Islands; much too valuable to be neglect-
ed; round which the Americans, or I might call them French Privateers swarm and
in whose seas most of their captures are now, and in case of a French war will be
made. . . . I have the honor of remaining with respect and esteem [&c.]

' Valentine Morris
L, UKLPR, C.O. 260/5, fols. 65-66. Addressed below close: “The Rt Honorable/Lord George Germaine.”
Docketed: “St Vincent 2¢ Janr 1778./Governor Morris/R. 39 April/Ent” Two omitted paragraphs con-
cern Morris’s dispute with the St. Vincent Assembly over their treatment of the Carib Indians.

1. See NDAR 10: 666-67.
2. 8t. Vincent provision sloop Two Friends. See Deposition of John Carmody, 17 Jan., below.

January 3

“VOTES AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE [ CONTINENTAL] NAVY BOARD
OF THE FEASTERN DEPARTMENT”

[Boston] January 3. 1778.
Mr William Hopkins formerly master of the Continental Sloop Providence
resigned his Commission and desired a Certificate of his being discharged from
the Service which was granted him—

D, DLC, Papers of the Continental Navy Board of the Eastern Department.
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CONTINENTAL NAVY BOARD OF THE EASTERN DEPARTMENT
TO LIEUTENANT WILLIAM BARRON
Navy Board Eastern department
Sir Boston January 3¢ 1778

You are appointed first Lieutenant of the Continental Ship Boston Capt Samuel
Tucker Commander who will Sail on a Cruise in less than three weeks—

You are therefore requested to repair immediatly (without delay) onboard
and bring as many Sea men, & landsmen & marines with you as you possibly can—
We are your hum® Serv* in the name of Navy Board—

Wm Vernon

L, RHi, George C. Mason, Reminiscences of Newport, vol. 5, p. 316 (Deluxe Inlaid Edition, 1901).
Addressed at the foot: “M* Will™ Barron/1% Lieut Ship Providence.”

MINUTES OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR

Board of War Boston Janr 34 1778.

Order’d, That Thomas Lewis be paid for Handspikes for the Brig® Favorite, as
PrBill....£1..18.—

Order’d, That Cap* Ingersoll? deliver Col°® Joshu® Davis the Row Galley® with
her Stores &c. Pr Order of Court on File. Col® Davis to pay a reasonable price for
the Hire of said Galley & Cap* Ingersol to take a Receipt, & make return to the
Board.—

LB, M-Ar, Mass. Archives Collection, vol. 149 (Board of War Minutes, 1777-1778), 148-49.
1. Massachusetts State trading brigantine Favorite.

2. Capt. Nehemiah Ingersoll.
3. Massachusetts Navy row galley Lincoln.

Di1aRrY OF CAPTAIN FREDERICK MACKENZIE

[Newport. Rhode Island]
3dJany  Some heavy rain last night. Fine day. Wind S. The Streets almost clear of
Ice.

Lord Howe came on shore this Morning, but returned on board to Dinner. He
does not intend to take any quarters in town.

Mackenzie, Diary 1: 233.

JOURNAL OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS

[ York, Pa.] Saturday, January 3, 1778

A letter, of the 26 December, from the navy board, at Bordentown, with sundry
papers enclosed, respecting the conduct of Lieutenant Henessy,' was read:

Ordered, That it be referred to the Marine Committee. . . .

THREE O’CLOCK, P.M.

The Committee on the Treasury brought in a report, which was taken into
consideration; Whereupon, ...

Ordered, That a warrant issue on the Treasurer in favour of John Brown, Esq?,
for 13,359 dollars, for the purpose of discharging Thomas Cushing’s order on the
Hon. Henry Laurens, Esq. president of the Marine Committee, for that sum, in
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favour of Andrew and James Caldwell, & Co. dated Boston, 6th December last, and
expressed to be for the use of the continental ships building in Massachusetts bay;?
the said Marine Committee to be accountable:

JCC10: 15, 16.
1. Lt. John Hennessey, Continental Navy.
2. John Brown was secretary of the Continental Marine Committee.
3. Continental Navy frigate Alliance and a seventy-four gun ship of the line. NDAR 10: 817.

“A RETURN OF THE SICK IN THE STATE HOSPITAL AT BALTIMORE”

[ Baltimore] January 34 1778

Men’s Names Capt Disorder
Robert Carr Furnavil Sore arm
John White De a Cough
Zehp® White D Sore hand )
Will?am Bohom De Sore Leg {Occagoned by the
bursting of a Gun
Cornelius Carne De Convalescent
Stephen Fennell Dorsey Dropsey
John Quin Furnavil Sore Foot
Thomas Yates De Sore Leg
John Sly De Plaurisy
Men belonging to the Shiping
Nat. Egbert Coursey C.! Gally Bilius Dysentary
Sam' Gardner De- Sore Leg
Thomas Green De- Convalescent
John Cain De Sore Leg
Benj» Cheshire Cook Ship Def2 Slpenentic?

I believe there is not one in the Hospital but may in a Short time be fit for Duty
G eorge] Gale Surg™
D, MdAA, Maryland State Papers (Executive Papers), S 1004, 6636-10-2. This return is apparently in
response to a request by the Governor’s Council for a list of those in the hospital, in order to determine
who might be likely to return to service. Maryland Council to Dr. George Gale, 24 Dec. 1777, MdAA,
Governor and Council (Letter Books) 1777-1779.
1. Maryland Navy galley Chester, Capt. Thomas Coursey, commander.

2. Maryland Navy ship Defence, Capt. George Cook, commander.
3. Splenetic having an illness relating to the spleen.

MASTER’S JOURNAL OF H.M.S. RICHMOND, CAPTAIN JOHN LEWIS GIDOIN

January 1778 Chews Point going up York River SWBW
Saturd’ 3 Veerd to % of a Cable AM Heeld & Scrub? between wind &

water both sides—
[Chews Point going up York River SWBW]

Light Breezes & Clear PM at 2, Emerald made the Sig" for
Seeing a Strange Sail at 3 Weighd & gave Chace Emerald &
Tender in C>  at 5 Saw the Flashes of Several Guns fired by the
Tender at the Chace at 6 Fired 2 Guns & Spoke a French Brig
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the Tenders prize from Baltimore Loadd wh Tobacco,! at 8
Came too with the Bt Br in 6 f™
D, UKLPR, Adm. 52/687.

1. French brig Alexandrine, Jean Francois Forand, master, owned in France, a crew of 12 seamen,
from Rappahannock River to Dunkerque, with tobacco, taken in Chesapeake Bay, sent to New York City.
Howe’s Prize List, 23 Apr. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 239-40. Although attributed in the prize list
as a prize to Richmond, the brig was libelled and condemned on 20 Feb. as a prize of Emerald in the Vice

Admiralty Court of New York. UKLPR, H.C.A. 49/92, fol. 731, and 49/93, fols. 212—13. Her prize papers
are in UKLPR, H.C.A. 32/266/9.

JoUrNAL oF H.M.S. PHOENIX, CAPTAIN HYDE PARKER, JR.

January 1778 Cape Henry SE 2 or 3 Miles.

Saturday 34 At 2 AM filI'd the Main Topsail & set the Fore Sail. At  past 6
saw a Sloop to Wind ward and a Schooner to Leew? Bore away
Out all Reefs set Studing sails and gave Chace. At } past 7
Came up with and took a Schooner from Boston,! Shortend
Sail and Bro* too Main Topsail to Mast; took the Prisoners out
& destroyed the Prize. The Main Topsail being Split unbent it
& bent another. At % past 9 made Sail set Main Topsail. At
Noon Fresh Gales & Squally. Tackd

Cape Henry N 60° W Distce 19% Leag®

Fresh gales and Cloudy In 2¢ & 3 Reefs of the Topsails At %%
pt 3 PM Wore Ship. Lost a Log & 2 lines At 4 mod* and Clear
Out 34 Reefs Sounded 60 f* no ground At 10 Sounded [5]6
fm Brown Sand.

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/694.

1. Schooner Betsey, Thomas Flinn, master, owned by William Powell of Boston, a crew of 5 seamen,

from Boston to North Carolina, in ballast, destroyed. Howe’s Prize List, 23 Apr. 1778, UKLPR, Adm.
1/488, fols. 239-40.

JoURNAL OF H.M.S. GALATEA, CAPTAIN THOMAS JORDAN

Jany 1778 de [Charlestown] S 88°W 79 Ls
Satd 3 D° Wr [Mod' & fair] Y% p*8 AM Saw a Sail Gave Chace at9
Saw Another Sail  Gave Chace to the latter at 10 fired a Shot
& Brot too the Sch* §* Ann from Virginia to Curesau Laden with
Flour & Bread Fred* Dewitt Master! Wore Ship and Made Sail
after the other Vessel—
d>S76°W 51Ls
Strong Gales and Cloudy W [PM] at 3 the Chace WNW ath
Carried Away the Larboard fore topsail yard Arm & 2 Studding
sail Booms, & Broke the Tiller Rope Reeved a new One % p*
6 fired a Shot & Brot too a Brigg from Dominica to Hallifax
between the hours of 10 PM and 2 AM fired 6 Guns Signals to
our Prizes
D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/4197.
1. Schooner St. Ann, Frederick Dewitt, master, a crew of ten seamen, owned by Francis Renout of

Curagao, from Virginia to Curacao, taken in lat. 33° 20’, long. 76° 18, sent to St. Augustine. Howe’s
Prize List, 23 Apr. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 239-40.
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JOURNAL OF H.M.S. PERSEUS, CAPTAIN GEORGE KEITH ELPHINSTONE

January 1778 Port Royal WbS> 6 Leagues

Saturday 3¢ at 9 AM Saw two Sail to the Northward, at 10 the Lighthouse
NNW %AW 5 Leagues; at Noon gave chase to a Ship and a Brig
in Company with the Carysfort.

Ch® Town-Lighthouse WbS°> 4 miles—

Light breezes and clear weather; at 1 PM the Carysfort in chase
of the Ship; arrived up so near to the Brig, who was almost
crossing Charles-Town Bar, to fire Twenty five nine pounders at
her, she appeared a Privateer of 16 Guns,! and escaped only by
drawing us in Shoal water off the Bar; the Carysfort having left
off chase, hauled the wind and joined her; at 4 Anchored in 7
fms: the Lighthouse bearing NNW 2 Leagues:

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/688.

1. South Carolina letter of marque brig Bellona, Capt. Cross, from Nantes, with prize ship Glorious

Memory. See Journal of the South Carolina Navy Board, 5 Jan., and South-Carolina and American General
Gazette, 8 Jan., below.

GOVERNOR THOMAS SHIRLEY TO MARQUIS DE BOUILLE

Sir, Dominica 3¢ Janr 1778

As 1 doubt not but that Your Excellency’s Aid du Camp the Baron de Fagan
must have arriv’d some days at Martinique, So I presume he has already made my
excuses to Your Excr and told you, Sir, the reasons why it was impossible for me to
answer Your Excellency’s Letter of the eighteenth instant relative to the Seizure of
the Brigantine' belonging to the Sieur Serjenton,? by him. The accident of a fall
which I receiv’d the day after his departure, and which has confin’d me to my Bed
for some days, has prevented me from doing myself that honor untill now.

I embrace this first opportunity in my pow’r to acquaint Your Exc that the
Brigantine belonging to the Sieur Serjenton was condemned on 26 Ult. in the
Court of Vice Admiralty here. I likewise in order to convince Your Excr of the equi-
ty and justice upon which this Condemnation has been founded have sent Mons*"
Gillon® His Majesty’s sworn Interpreter and Master in Chancery for this Island to
lay all the original Papers with the several Proofs and the Reasons for her
Condemnation, before Your Ex By which I am perswaded it will fully appear, that
Your Exc* has been most impudently impos’d upon, by having that matter repre-
sented to you in a false light. Your Exc* will I hope from this be induc’d to think
more favourably of His Brittanick Majesty’s Subjects of Dominica, than Still to
entertain an Idea (tho’ the Brigantine is not giv'n up) that any of them can be
guilty of the severe crimes Your Ex has thought proper, in your Letter to lay to
their charge, very harsh if founded in truth. But surely, Sir, Accusations ought to be
avoided untill great reason from Facts and probability of truth appear to authorize
such a Liberty to be tak’n.

You must pardon me, Sir, (tho’ somewhat us’d to this Stile of writing from Your
Exc’* Predecessor) If I say that in my opinion we may carry on our Masters’
Business to full as good, if not better effect, by using more moderation and temper
when it shall become our duty to make Demands in their Name.
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I have the honor to be [&c.]
Thos Shirley
L, UKLPR, C.O. 71/7, fols. 38-39. Addressed below close: “His Excellency/The Marquis de
Botillé/Governor Martinique/&c. &c. &c.” Docketed: “In Gov+ Shirley’s of 9% Jany 1778./(2.).”

Enclosure no. 2 in Gov. Thomas Shirley to Lord George Germain, 9 Jan. 1778, ibid., fols. 34-36.
1. Union. See NDAR 10: 676-77.

2. John Sargenton [Serjenton, Seigenton}, merchant at Martinique.
3. John Gillon.

GOVERNOR VALENTINE MORRIS TO MARQUIS DE BOUILLE

Sir St Vincent 34 Jan, 1778

I once more have the honor of troubling y* Excellence with a requisition for
the delivery up to the Gentleman, who will have the honor of presenting you this,
of sundry English subjects, principally seamen who I learn are permitted to be kept
in Irons, not only onboard sundry vessels in St Pierre harbor, but also in some of
the Prisons in the Islands under your Excellences Government. should any be
detained for trifling Debts, the Gentleman who will have the honor to deliver this
to your Excellence, will be empowered to discharge these; shou’d any be unhappi-
ly detained for transgressions against the laws of your Excellences Government, I
must leave them, recommended however to your Excellencys clemency, to receive
such indulgence as many French Subjects have experienced from me. shou’d these
however under any pretence of capture by his Majesty’s rebellious Subjects, be
detained in Ports, prisons, or houses, within your Excellences Government, a
detention secured under the very forts of Martinica, and thus guaranted to the
detainers as it were by your Excellence; I must, and do demand their release in the
name, and on the part of the King my master, as also the Delivery up of a Sloop of
his Britanick Majesty belonging to this Government,! carrying the Kings provisions
to some of his out Posts, which was on the first instant taken off one of the Bays of
this Island, by a privateer and carried into one of the Islands under your
Excellences command. I herewith transmit the proof of the Capture which I have
further verified under my hand and Seal, and must now claim the same also in the
name and on behalf of his Majesty, whose person I have the honor however unwor-
thy of the same to represent in this Government. as these are objects by no means
of a Commercial, or neutral nature but respect that faith which should be observed
between our respective courts, I will not give myself leave to doubt but that your
Excellence will order immediate release of the first, and restitution of the Latter,
with all that was onboard her to be made, or I must look on an refusal as the most
ample declaration of a resolution in his most Christian Majesty, and his Governors,
to act avowedly in violation of all treatys, subsisting between the two nations, and
as more than an implied declaration of future enmity, instead of that friendship
which has lately subsisted between the Courts of London, and Versailles, and which
it has been my unwearied endeavor, hitherto to preserve by the most Scrupulous
observance not only of all those ingagements, mutually entered into between our
two Courts, but also by every mark of attention to Subjects of his Christian Majesty
which might shew my private wish to Cultivate strict friendship, as well as bare
observance of treatys. sorry I am to be compelled to say, the open encouragement
given in the Ports of the French Islands, and even in the Royal Dock at Fort Royal,
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under as it were your Excellences own inspection, to the rebellious subjects of the
King my master, gives me great reason to complain of a very different return made
to these attentions of him who still hopeing your Excellences answer to this (which
will be transmitted to his Court) may yet prevent misunderstandings that are easi-
er avoided than repaired. has the Honor to subscribe himself Your Excellences
[&c.]
/Signed/
Valentine Morris

Copy, UKLPR, C.O. 260/5, fols. 71-72. Addressed below close: “His Excellence/Marquis De Bouillie.”
Notation in Morris’s hand: “S¢ Vincent Jan? ye 3¢ 1778/letter to the French Gov" the Marquis de
Bouillie/reclaiming a sloop her cargoe & English seamen/detained prisoners/Valentine Morris—.”
Docketed: “In Gov= Morris’s of/15% Jany 1778./(1).” Enclosure no. 1 in Gov. Valentine Morris to Lord
George Germain, 15 Jan., below.

1. St. Vincent provision sloop Two Friends. See Gov. Valentine Morris to Lord George Germain, 2
Jan., above, and Deposition of John Carmody, 17 Jan., below.

JAMES HARTLEY TO SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY PHILIP STEPHENS

Sir Saint Vincent 3¢ Jany 1778
In pursuance of the directions of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty
communicated by your letter of the 30 Sept. last I have the honor to transmit you
herewith a list of all Captures which have been condemned in His Majestys Vice
Admiralty Court for this Island as Droits of Admiralty since the breaking out of the
Rebellion in North America I have the honor to subscribe myself Sir [&c.]
J¢ Hartley
[Enclosure]
St Vincent
I do hereby certify the annexed List of Captures condemned in His Majesty’s
Court of Vice Admiralty of this Island to be a just and true Copy from the Records
of the said Court and that no other Vessels have been condemned as Droits of
Admiralty since the breaking out of the Rebellion in America
J¢ Hartley
Judge Surrogate.
Court of Vice Adm»
Passed the Registers Office
W Taylor
Dy Regr Cour: Vice Admy
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Date of
Condemnation

1776
October 19

1777
March 12

June 20

September 18

Ditto

November 14

Ditto

L, UKLPR, Adm. 1/3885. Addressed at foot of first page: “To/Philip Stephens Esq~”

A List of Captures condemned in His Majesty’s Court of Vice Admiralty in Saint Vincent

Name and Quality
of the Prize

Sloop Hoope'

Sloop Ruth

Sloop Speedwell

Schooner Johnston

Schooner Friends
Adventure

Sloop Plymouth
Packet

Brig Mermaid

By whom taken and under
what Commission

His Majesty’s Ship
Solebay

The Searcher of his
Majesty’s Customs
The Collector of His
Majesty’s Customs

The Revenge Privateer {

Ditto

The General Morris

commissioned by

Governor Morris
Ditto

To whom condemned

To the Captors

To the Captor
To the Captor

One half to the
Captors absolute;
the other half paid
to the Captors upon
their giving Security
to refund the same if
His Majesty should
think proper so to
order

Ditto

To the Captors

Ditto

1. Sloop Hope was captured by HL.M.S. Solebay on 31 August 1776. See NDAR 6: 377, 377n.

Grounds of Condemnation Gross Amount of

American Property

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto

Ditto }

Ditto

the Sales of
Vessels and
Cargoes

1845, —.—

206..7..5

901..—..—

2689..18.. 3

835..0..8

The Cargoes
not yet
disposed of

86

YALVAHL NVOIIdNV
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January 4 (Sunday)

ALEXANDER ROSE TO NATHANIEL SHAW, JR.

Sir, New London January 4 1778—

I am willing to hold an Eighth Share of your New Ship Putnam! Commanded
by Cap* Thomas Allon; And As you cannot as yet assertain her Cost & outfits, I shall
leave it between said Cap® Allon And you to fix the Sum I am to pay for it which 1
hereby promise to Confirm.

For payment of my said Eighth I have put into the hands of Cap* Andrew
Breedin the Sails—rigging—Cables And Anchors of two ships now Laying in
Providence for sale; with orders to pay the money into Cap* Allons hands for your
use As fast as it can be collected.

I am desirous of holding a quarter instead of an Eighth in the Putnam, but as
I must first Consult my partners in Carolina, I purpose writing them immediately
for their consent, and hope in about six weeks to obtain it, in which case I shall
write you further and order the payment of such further share into your hands—I
am Sir [&c.]

Alex Rose
L, CtY, Nathaniel and Thomas Shaw Papers, packet 70, no. 4200. Addressed at foot: “To Nath! Shaw Jun®

Esq®” Docketed in Shaw’s hand: “Alex. Rose/Letter.” Docketed in another hand: “4200.”
1. Connecticut privateer ship General Putnam, 20 guns, building at New London.

MASTER’S JOURNAL OF H.M.S. RicHMOND, CAPTAIN JOHN LEWIS GIDOIN

January 1778 New Point Comfort, SWBW 4 or 5 lg*

Sunday 4 AM at 5 Weighd & gave Chace to 4 Sail to the North® at 7 the
Entrance of Rappahanock Rivv NW 2 Lg* [atf] 8 Sent the
Boats man? & arm® to a Sloop one of the above Sails at 10
Came too with the BB* in % 4 [47] £~ W= the N° End of Gwins
Island West 4 or 5 m* & a Ship & Snow in Rappa* R* NW 7
or 8 M* Fired a Gun & made the Sig" for the Boats to Return
The Boats returnd, the Chace having fired Several Shot at them
Do Weighd & came to Sail Emerald & tender in Sight % past 11
Fired 2 Guns & made the Sig! for the Emerals Tender to return
she being going in Shore after the Above Chace, Spoke His
maj* Ship Emerald D> & prize in Co.

[New Point Comfort, SWBW 4 or 5 Ig*] ‘
First p* mod & Clear Residue mod“ & Cloudy, Emerald &
Tender in C> prize Brig! a Stern in Chace of the Ship &
Snow in y~ Rappt PM at 1 TK* Ship & Bore down to the
prize  The Entrance of Rappahanock River on the Stard Side
going up North 2 M* & on the Larb® SSW 3 or 4 M* at 2
TK® Ship, prize in C> Receved new Fore & M Stay Tackle
Falls, the old wore out & not for their proper use at 4 Emp®
working up the Rappahanock, prize in Co Emerald & Tender 5
or 6 M* ahead [at] % p- 4 the Emerald & Tend' Anch® ahead
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at 5 Anch? in the Rappahanock with the BB in 5 fm W as did
the prize, Veerd to % of a Cable the Entrance of De River on
the Starbd hand goingup NE 3 or4Ms & on the Larbd SSE
4 m* at 6 Heard the Report of Guns fired up the River,

D, UKLPR, Adm. 52/687.
1. French brig Alexandrine, Jean Francois Forand, master, taken by Emerald and Richmond on 3 Jan.
near Rappahannock River.

JOURNAL OF H.M.S. EMERALD, CAPTAIN BENJAMIN CALDWELL

Janv 78 Newpoint Comft NEB.E.
Sunday 4t at 7 AM weigh’d & Came to Sail, in Chace of some more Vessels.
Pepperpoint NNW,

Ditto wea” [Fresh breezes and fair wear] oredered the
Richmond, to attend our prize,! at 2 PM in Chace of a Ship & a
snow, at 4 PM saw them both run aground, at 5 PM Anchored
off Carters Creek Rapahanock River, sent the Barge & took the
Ship,? & the Cutter to the Snow,? but being fired on, she
return’d?

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/311.

1. French brig Alexandrine.

2. Ship Dragon, from Rappahannock River to Dunkerque, with tobacco, taken in Rappahannock
River, sent to New York City as prize of Emerald. “The Crew got on Shore in their Boats.” Howe’s Prize
List, 23 Apr. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 239-40. She was libelled on 28 Jan. in the Vice Admiralty
Court of New York by Capt. Benjamin Caldwell and was condemned on 20 Feb. as a prize of Emerald.
UKLPR, H.C.A. 49/93, fol. 213 and H.C.A. 49/94, fols. 17-18. Her prize papers are in UKLPR, H.CA.
32/311/3 where her master’s name appears as Claude Bondit.

3. Snow Elegante, Collenau, master.

4. The log notes on 5 Jan.: “Ditto Wea" at 4 PM saw the Prize Ship afloat, at 5 PM the Richmond &
our prize Anchored here, at 6 PM the Ship anch® by us.” UKLPR, Adm. 51/311.

JOURNAL OF H.M.S. PHOENIX, CAPTAIN HYDE PARKER, JR.

January 1778 Cape Hen* N 60° W Distee 19% Leag

Sunday 4t At 6 AM Out all Reefs At 8 made Sail & gave Chace to a Sail
to Southwd At 10 Three Sail in sight At Noon Tackd

Cape Hen* N 52 W Dist™ 24 Leag®

Fresh breezes and fair. At % past 2 PM Tack’d Ship, At % p* 3
Fir'd several Shot & Bro' too the Chace A Sloop from
Bermudas bound to North Carolina.! Brot too sent a Petty
Officer and [6?] Men to Navigate her to New York, took the
prisoners out. In 1%+ Reef & 2 D of the Topsails At 5 Made
Sail & parted Company At 8 In 3¢ reef Topsails

D, UKLPR, Adm. 51/694.

1. Sloop Recovery, Ephraim Paynter, master, owned by P. Paynter & Sons of Bermuda, a crew of

5 seamen, from Bermuda to North Carolina, with salt and rum, sent to New York City. Howe’s Prize

List, 23 Apr. 1778, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 239-40. Recovery was condemned as a lawful prize by

the Vice Admiralty Court of New York on 9 Feb. UKLPR, H.C.A. 49/94, fol. 6. Her prize papers are

in UKLPR, H.C.A. 32/437/13, where she is described as a Bermudian merchant ship flying French
colors.
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CAPTAIN CHRISTOPHER ATKINS, R.N., TO LIEUTENANT HENRY THORP, R.N.

By Cristopher Atkins, Esq®
Commander of his Majesty’s Ship ZLolus.

You are hereby required a[n]d directed to repair on Board the Aolus
Schonner! and there to take on you the command, and cruize off and amongst the
Keys or the differents passages to wind ward or lee ward as you will sind [find] most
convenient for intercepting and taking of vessels belonging to his Majesty’s rebe-
lious subjects in america taking care to avoid cruizing off the ports or approaching
so near the coasts of any french, or spanish setlements as to give any unnecessary
umbrage or interruption to the subjects or trade of those Nations or any just-cause
of complaint and on no pretence to put into the island of hispaniola.

Any ships or vessels you may take during the cruize you are to send to Port-
Royal to be proceded against according to law.

When you schal have taken a prize you are to send me a Letter with-all the
papers appertaining to her condemnation to be given immediately to the agent at
Kingston to be proceded against.

Given under my hand on Board his Majesty’s Ship £olus in Port-Royal harbour
this 4% day of january 1778.

Signé
Crrhe- Atkins
Copy, FrPNA, Marine, B* 140, fol. 212. Addressed below close: “To Lieutenant henry thorp/here-by

appointed to command/the 4olus schonner.”
1. Tender of H.M. frigate £olus.

January 5

VICE ADMIRAL VISCOUNT HOWE TO SECRETARY OF THE ADMIRALTY
PHiLIP STEPHENS
Number 49. Eagle Rhode Island
Sir, January the 5% 1778.

With this you will receive a Duplicate of my Letter of the 10% of December,!
wherein I have submitted several Particulars to the Consideration of the Lords
Commissioners of the Admiralty, respecting the general Appointment of the
Ships of His Majesty’s Fleet under my Direction: The Original having been sent
in the Brilliant Ordnance Transport.

By my Letter of the 6™ of the same Month,? given to the Care of Captain
Reynolds,® who took his passage to England in the Dutton Transport, their
Lordships will be informed of the Disposition made for the further Employment of
the Ships which had been concerned in the late Operations in the Delaware. Those
Arrangements having taken place, and the Ships proceeded according to their sev-
eral Destinations, I sailed on the 29% for Rhode-Island.

The Condition of the Ships, and the Service for which they are respectively
intended, being shewn in the enclosed Returns; I only trouble their Lordships with
some Circumstances peculiar to each, which, in the general State of this Fleet,
require such further Explanation.
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The floating Ice, which subsists with little Intermission the earlier part of the
Year within the port of New-York, does not admit of Ships being continued there
in Safety, unless at the Wharfs in the East River. Commodore Hotham was there-
fore desired to station the Mercury and Rose to cruize alternately in the mean Time,
on the Jersey Coast; As, by the Tenor of his last Letter there seems little Appearance
of any material Insult being attempted by the Rebels, on the port adjacent to their
former Stations.

A new Lower Mast and Bowsprit have been requisite for the Cerberus; And for
the Venus of which the Fore-Mast and Bowsprit were sprung on her passage from
England. The Main-Mast of the Fowey is in the same State, and the Ship reported to
be in other respects defective and unfit for Winter-Service at Sea. I have directed a
particular Inquiry to be made into the Grounds of that Representation; But the
Sickness which prevailed amongst the Crew on their Arrival, would have been an
insurmountable Obstruction to the proposed Employment of the Ship at this Time.

The Centurion, Cerberus and Tartar are much out of Condition; the last more
particularly. The Senegal and Scorpion have been long in the same State: And the
Rose, Swan and Raven, being single Bottoms, will suffer by their Continuance in this
Country. But the Occasion for the immediate Service of the Ships has been such
this last Year, on every Station, that they could not be relieved.

On my Arrival here the 2¢ Instant in the Eagle, with the Bruneand Solebay, I had
the Concern to find, that the Number of Sick in the Raisonable and Somerset was
much increased. And from the Scarcity of such vegetable Refreshments as their
Complaints require, it is uncertain when the Ships may become fit for the Service
on which I meant they should be employed; at least in the earlier part of the Year.

In the Dispatches I received from Sir Peter Parker a short Time before I left
the Delaware, I had an Account of the Loss of the Syren, by some unaccountable
Neglect, as signified in the Extract from the Rear Admiral’s Letter of the 224 of last
November herewith enclosed.# An Inquiry into the Circumstances of the Accident
will be directed, when the Captain is exchanged.

The Ship having been added to the Squadron reserved for the immediate
Defence of the port, preparatory to the threatened Invasion of this Island (the par-
ticulars of which are also added from the Rear Admirals preceding Letter of the
30% of October)® her place must be supplied, if possible, from other Services. The
Relief on the Cruizing Stations, will thence become more confined: But the Force
the Rebels can now assemble in the Northern Colonies, requires every Attention to
this important post; wherein Assistance from the Fleet can contribute to its
Security. These Endeavors in the same respect will be equally extended to the
Province of Nova Scotia.

For this last Occasion I mean to employ the Raisonable. Consequently the chief
defensive Strength of this Fleet, which could be collected on a pressing Occasion
(adverted to in Case of a Rupture with the other Maritime powers in Europe)
would be so much reduced.

The Service on the point of taking place at the Time expressed in the Rear
Admiral’s Letter, tho’ essential and recommended for Consideration in the Spring;
could not be sooner undertaken, nor, for different Reasons, since prosecuted.
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The Chatham, which, of the two-decked Ships, is in the most defective State,
will soon sail to be refitted in England. The Amazon and Juno will proceed under
Orders to the same Effect; with the Transports waiting here to receive the Troops
of General Burgoyne’s Army, when it is ascertained at what port they are to be
embarked. ‘

These are the only Ships which the Exigencies of the present Service admit of
being spared from the American Station; Tho’ many of them are unequal in their
Condition to the constant Employment on which they are necessarily engaged. But
being yet unapprized of the Mode, in which it may be required that the Operations
of the ensuing Campaign should be carried on; I can only submit the State of the
Fleet to their Lordships’ Consideration, with respect to the Appointments requisite
in Number and Circumstance, for the future purpose intended.

The Port of New-York being insecure for the third Rates so late in the Year, the
Stores sent in the Buffalo for the Ships of that Class, were brought in her to Rhode-
Island. By removing a part of her Lading into the Grampus, and other Expedients,
that Store-Ship will be cleared to sail for England with the Tortoise and Chatham. But
as no fit Place can be provided at this port for depositing the Stores, of which a con-
siderable part will be left in the Grampus after those which can be received into the
Ships here have been taken out, she must necessarily be detained, until the Season
admits of her Return to land the Remainder at New York.

The Commanders of the Store-Ships representing with great Justice the
Weight of the Charge laid unavoidably on them, under the only Mode that can be
adopted for the Issue of Stores from their Ships, in these Circumstances; With
respect to the many Articles of the small Stores more especially [ am to request
their Lordships’ Orders, that an Extra Clerk, or other qualified person, may be
appointed to have Charge of the Stores on similar Occasions: As the same Necessity
will very probably subsist for the Attendance of the Store-Ships and Issue of the
Stores from the Ships immediately, in future Instances.

The Lark and Floralosing their Masts on their last Cruize off of Boston, added
to the many other Accidents of the same kind which happened last year, will ren-
der the Scarcity in that Article of the fitting Stores a considerable Inconvenience.

In further Reply to the purport of your Letters by the Venus, I am to acknowl-
edge as an Instance of their Lordships Indulgence, the adequate Salary they have
been pleased to assign for Captain Duncan® during his Continuance in the assistant
Capacity they have authorized.

I stated in my Letter of the 28" of August,’ the Directions I had given upon
Advice from Captain Brisbane® of the Capture of the Fox; with my Motives on that
Occasion. I have since been informed by Sir George Collier, that Captain
Fotheringham? was re-instated in the Ship; tho’ it was then judged impracticable to
put her in Condition for proceeding to Newfoundland or Europe: Her Rigging
being deemed wholly unserviceable, and the Stores at Halifax too much exhausted
to supply the Defect.

I shall now in Obedience to their Lordships’ Commands signified in your
Letter of the 23% of August,'® give Orders for a Court Martial to be held to inquire
into the Cause of the Capture of the Fox, as soon as the Number of Officers and
Men judged sufficient for the purpose have been released; And I shall re-commis-
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sion the Ship accordingly. Their further Directions respecting the Hancock will be
complied with at the same Time.

Lieutenant Robinson,!! late of the Bristol, has the Leave communicated to him
for his Return to England; and quitted the Bristol before I left the Delaware.

Having been some Time before informed from Rhode-Island of the Decease
of Captain Banks!? I judged it expedient, in consideration of the many beneficial
Services rendered by Captain Bourmaster!3 in his Office of Principal Agent of the
Transports, and for the Encouragement of the Officers in that Branch, to pro-
mote him to the Command of the Renown. But his Health not permitting him to
to repair immediately to the Ship, and the Arrangement afterwards made for a
considerable part of the Transports to remain at Philadelphia, requiring extraor-
dinary Attention to have them fitted for future Employment, which his
Experience in that Department more particularly qualified him to direct, I
appointed Captain Dickson!* to command the Renown; and Captain Dawson!s
(who has been distinguished by the most spirited Conduct on several Occasions,
since he has served in this Country) to the Greyhound: Influenced in that Choice,
by fresh Testimonies of the Ability which induced their Lordships to place the
Hope as a Sloop of War on the Establishment of the Navy, in Favor of Captain
Dawson.

Tho’ their Lordships have intended that the Quantity of Provisions by the
Convoies sent with the Experiment and Venus should amount to a proportion for
13,000 and 16,000 men respectively for four Months; One of the Victuallers hav-
ing been separated from each of the Convoies on the Passage and taken by the
Rebels; The Supply received has not been greater in the whole than for a Term
of fifteen Weeks for 29,000 Men. A further small deduction must be made from
that Computation, consequent of a Misfortune that happened to the juliana
Victualler;'¢ which in passing on to Philadelphia for supplying the Ships left in
the Delaware, struck, by some Inattention, on one of the upper Range of
Chevaux de Frize, which entered her Bottom, and she immediately sunk. By the
particular Diligence of the Agent, Lieutenant Barker,'” the Ship was weighed and
taken up to the Town. But I had not received any Account before I quitted the
Delaware of the Articles of her Lading which were preserved in fit Condition to
be issued in the Fleet.

The Hope Victualler, which separated from the Venus, was retaken by the
Mermaid. But the Frigate proceeding on after the Privateer which was in Sight at the
same Time, she parted from the Hope.!® And the Victualler not being since arrived,
there is Reason to apprehend some further Accident has happened to her. A con-
siderable part of the Bread received at New York by former Convoies, has proved
very defective. The apparent Cause thereof, with the several other Matters respect-
ing the Victualling Service, have been reported to the Commissioners in that
Department.

The Paper enclosed (the Contents of which were communicated to me a few
Days before I left the Delaware) contains all the Particulars I have received regard-
ing Ships of two Decks building by the Rebels, since the Date of the Information I
transmitted to their Lordships with my Letter of the 29 of last June.

I am, with great Consideration, Sir, [&c.]

Howe
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L, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 116-21. Addressed at foot of first page: “Philip Stephens Esqr/Secretary of
the Admiralty.” Docketed: “[5 Janry 1778] /Rhode Island/Lord Visct Howe/R, 21 Mar/ (6 Inclosures).”
See NDAR 10: 700-702.

See NDAR 10: 675-76.

Capt. Francis Reynolds, R.N.

See NDAR 10: 566.

See NDAR 10: 357.

Capt. Henry Duncan, R.N.

See NDAR9: 835-37.

Capt. John Brisbane, R.N.

Capt. Patrick Fotheringham, R.N.

10. See NDAR 9: 596-97.

11. Lt. Lewis Robertson, R.N.

12. Capt. Francis Banks, R.N.

13. Capt. John Bourmaster, R.N.

14. Capt. Archibald Dickson, R.N.

15. Capt. George Dawson, R.N.

16. See NDAR 10: 645, 645n, 679.

17. Lt. Thomas Barker, R.N.

18. British Navy victualler Hope, John Hyde, master. See NDAR 9: 588; 10: 579, 579n.

© 0N TR 8N

[Enclosure]

Intelligence received the 25 December 1777.

James Morris, late Master of the Friendship Brig from the Island of
Providence! for London, was taken by a Schooner Privateer? the 6% of last
September, in the Latitude of 39°, and 50%: West Longitude; and was carried into
Boston, from whence he was released in Exchange about the middle of
November

He reports, that there were forty Privateers carrying from 12 to 32 Guns
(tho’ mostly from 16 to 22 Guns) fitting at that port: The Rebels arming all the
Captures they can make serviceable for the purpose: Among these the
Weymouth Packet® taken on her Return from Jamaica last July, about 300
Leagues from the Lizard. Many British Seamen enter from the Prizes, to serve
in the Privateers: Of which some are the property of Persons who keep Dram-
Shops in the Town.

That he saw the Keel and Floor-Timbers laid for a 74 Gun-Ship, building at
North End in Boston; The Scantlings whereof appeared scarcely sufficient for a
Frigate; And only 12 Men were at work upon her.

He was informed another Ship of the same Class was building at Ports-
mouth in New Hampshire but did not hear any further particulars concerning
her.*

By another person released from Portsmouth arrived about the same Time at
New-York, this last Ship is said to be covered in as high as the Lower Deck, and pro-
posed to be finished in next May. It was reported that the Guns and Furniture were
daily expected from France.

D, UKLPR, Adm. 1/488, fols. 126-27. Enclosure No. 3 in Viscount Howe’s Letter No. 49, 5 Jan. 1778, to
Philip Stephens.
1. New Providence Island, Bahamas.

2. Massachusetts privateer schooner Eagle, Samuel Avery, commander. See NDAR 10: 89.

3. HM. packet ship Weymouth, Paul Flyn, commander. See NDAR 9: 879, 907, 947, 947n; 10: 11,
33-34, 45.
4. This 74-gun ship of the line was later named America.



Duplicate

Eagle Rhode Island
January the 5™ 1778.

Rate

St. Sh.

[F. Sh.]

Ship’s Names

Eagle
Bristol

Nonsuch