.~as possiblec to the ratioss prescribed in the Treaty.

-+ . CLAUDE AUGUSTUS SWANSON, SECRETARY GF THE NAVY

Tk MARCH %, 1933 - JULY 7,

" RAUAL HisTORY oiSIoN

The Honorable Claude A. Swanson, Secretary of the Navy from
March 4, 1933, to the date of his death, July 7, 1939, had been asso-
ciated with the Navy since 1910, when he joined the Naval Affairs
Committee of the Senate. - Froff that date he advocated a United States

Navy second to none.

.

Born at Swansonville, Pittsylvania County, Virginia, on March 31
1862, he attended public schools until he was sixteen. After teachin
in a public school for a yed} he enrolled at Virginia Polytechnic
Institute. Not able to continue his college course after onec year,

duc to lack of funds, he accepted a position as a clerk in Danville,

Virginia, where he remained until able to matriculate two years later

-at Randolph Macon College, from which institution he was graduated

with a Bachelor of --rts degree in 1885. He then studied law at the
University of Virginia, and was awarded the degree of Bachelor of Law

in 1886.

From his law practice at Chatham, Virginia, he was nominated
and clected to the Fifty-third Congress in 1893, Reelected, his ca-
reer continued in Congress until his resignation, after clection to
the Governorship of Virginia in 1905. Inauguratced on February 1,
1906, he served as Governor until Fecbruery 1, 1910. On August 1, 191
he was appointed to fill the vacancy of John W. Danicl, Dcceased, in
the U. S. Senate, which scat he held until his appointment as Sccre-
tary of the Navy, in the Cabinet of Prcsident Franklin D, Roosevelt,

on March 4, 1933,

P In 1918 he became Chairman of the Senate Naval Affairs Committec
and as such helped to put through the great Naval building program .

~during World War I. Although he was not a delegate to the London
' ‘Naval Conference in 1930, he was chosen to prcsent the treaty to the

Senate, which he did in a 12,000-word address in advocacy of it. The
Trecaty was ratified. Ih 1932 he was appointed delcgate to the Disarn
ament Conference at Geneva, and was chosen American member of the
Naval Commission of that Confercncc (February 2 to July 23, 1932).

Shortly after taking office as Secretary of the Navy on March 4;
1933, Mr. Swanson said,"Wc want to construct up to the London Treaty,
I think cvery cffort should be made to kcep the ratios of the London
My opinion is that thc Fleet should be built up as quickly

Whether we shall
get the ratios by increascs or decrcascs is a quecstion for the State

Department.” .

Treaty.




~° SWANSON, Secretary of thc Navy : 'Pago 2

A C Sccrctary'jf the Navy Swanson:wasfin his sgvénth year in that
capacity in President Roosevelt's Cabinet. when he died at Rapiden,
Virginia, on July 7, 1939. I T

-

‘ Interment was in Hollywood Ucmcler;
Richmond, Virginia, on July 10, after scrvices held in - the Unitcd
States Scnate Chamber at the Capital, Washington, D. C.

Messages of condolence at the time of his death contoined the
foallowing statements:

"His passing is a great loss to the armed forces of our Nation."
: - War Depnrtment '
"Under his leadership, the sca defensc of the nation has bene-
fited by its greatcst peacctime expansion and nas made great
progress toward reaching an adequate strength for the dcfense
»f this country. Throughout his long carecr in the public
service, he has begen a statesmon of the highest character and’
attainments, of unqucstioned integrity, and he has devotcd him-
sclf unremittingly and without rcserve to the best intcrcsts
of his country. We of the Navy feel deeply the passing of our
distinguished and bcloved Secretary.” ' ‘
) - Chief of Navael Operations
"Wwith the passing »f Claude A. Swanson, & long and brilliant
career of usefulness has come to an end. His loyalty to the
people he served and his ruggec honesty make him live on in
our hearts as a friend and an example of a public servant of
the highest possible type. He lived in truth the adage he was

so fond of quoting 'When in doubt do right.'"
- Charies Edison, Acting Secnav.
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