January 14, 1929,

Dear Ladam:

Your letter of the 10th witime
addreesged to the State Department, requesting
information conserning one Amos Abbott, who
gerved on the LANGER under John Paul Jonee, has
been referred to this office for reply. Ve
note your statemente that he shippdédd on the
RANGER at Portemouth, N.H.,, and sailed from that
place Hovember 1, 1777, as llate, and that he was
one of the eix men detailed to go ashore off the
west coast of Scotland and carry off the plate
£rom the residence of ZLord Selkirk.

Ve £ind several mentions of John Abbott
as being on the RANRGER, although we have no ocom=
plete list of the officere and crew of the vesesel.
The HXANGER 4id sail from Portsmouth, N.H., on
Hovember 1, 1777, on & eruise to France, arriving
at the River Toire December 2., In the oogy of the
log in our poseession, which begine November 26,
it ie mentioned that several men, one of whom was
Amos Abbott, were put on board a prize veesel that
day. He is mentioned as retuwrning to the ship on
Japuary 12, 1778, We also find him in a liet of
31 officere and enlisted men who landed with Jones
at Whitehaven ipril 22, 1778, He ie not listed
as a late, however, but among the seamen and
marinee, his individual rating not given., The in-
ference is that he was a seaman, from the fact of
hie having been put on board the prize ship, and
the fact that the Historical Seotion of the liarine
Gorpe does not have him listed as a marine. The
iog of April 23 records that the captain and 40
men landed at Whitehaven, splked the guns and sei
fire to the shipping, returning to the ship, and
that a second expedition consisting of the
Gaptain and 12 men went on shore aud brought off a



-

small gusntity of silver plate. The 1lst of
names evidently refers to the first lunding on
April 2E. The carrying off of the plate ocourred
on the £8rd. We find no mention of the numes of
the men composing this party. Ain interesting side-
light on this episode is thut Jones wrote to the
Countess of Selkirk on Hay 8 stating thut he hud
nllowed his officers and men "to accept the plate
which was offered and to come away without muking
a search or demanding anything else”, but that
when It was ¢ld he would refesm 1t snd return 1%,
2 promigs which he later fulfilled.

Vary eincerely yours,

Da¥e KBOX,
C&pt., Uslinfio ,‘i’-@to -t
Ufficer iIn Charge.

Hrs. Prank .bhott Dayidson,
e/o Congumers Ilce COa
samarillo, Toxus.

“ourges: Cl. 2, ZC-RaliGBR; Cl. £, Ni&~John Paul Jones
Squadron; Copies of Letter E.0k of John
Paul Jonee, I't. 1, Lar. 1778 to July, 1779,
Pr. 24, 27; Logs of the RaUGHR and BONHOMME
RICHLRD, co ies, 1777-79; Cl. 3, area 7,
Hov. 1, 177%; John Paul Jones COmmemorution
Chronology, p. 176,




