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RICHARD WIGGINTON THOMPSON, 1809-1900.

Born in Culpeper County, Va., Jume 9, 1809, Died at
Terre Heute, Ind., February 9, 1900,

H® received a good education, and removed to Kentucky
in 1831, whence, after serving as a store-keeper's clerk, in
Louisville, he went to Lawrence County, Indiana, There he
taught for a few months, and then returned to mercantile J
business, at the same time studying law at night. He was ad-
mitted to the bar in 1834, began to practice in Bedford, Ind.,
and served in the lower house of the legislature in 1854-36,
and in the upper house 1836-38, He was for a short time presi+:
dent, pro tempore, of the state senate, and acting lisutenant
gOVernor. “

He served in Congress in 1841-43 and again in 1847-49,
declining a renomination. He also refused the Ausirian mis-
sion which was offered to him by President Teylor, the recorder-
ship of the land-offige which President Fillmore tendered him,
and a seat on the bench of the Court Of Cleims which President
Lincoln urged him to accept.

He was & presidential elector on the Republican ticket
in 1864, and delegate to the National Conventions of that party
{n 1868 and 1876, In the latter he nominagyed Oliver P,Morion
for the presidensy, In 186%=69 he was Jjudge of the 18th ecir-
cuit of the state.,

On Merch 12, 1877, Mr. Thompson entered President Hayes®
Cabinet as Secretery of the Navy, and served until about Dec-
ember 18, 1880, when he resigned to become Chairman of the
American Committee of the Panama Canal Company. He prepared
magy %1tical platforms and was skillful in formulating party
principles.

He published "The Papacy and Civil Power®, 1876; "His-
tory of the Tariff", 18883 "Footprinte of the Jesuits™, 1894;
”Paxsonal Recollections of Sixteen Presidents”, 1804,
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