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SECRETARY OF THE NAVY

aTopy Civision

Dan-A, Kimball, Scecrctary of the Novy, is a native of St, Louis,
Missouri, but has becn a resident of California for the past thirty-
flve jcars, He was born in 3t., Louis on March 1, 1896, thc son of
John H. and Mary Able Kimball. Both parents werc of pioncer families
in the Mississippi-Missouri river valleys,

Mr. Kimball attended the public schools in St. Louis and played
football, while working part time aftcr school hours as a mcchonie on
¢lcetric automobiles--an innovation of that cra, He loft school For
full time employment ond completed his cducotion through corrcspon-~
denec¢ courscs and Independent study,

Shortly aftcr the outbreak of World War I, Mr, Kimball joined
the Army Alr Corps and went through flight training with a group which
inecludcd Gencral Jomes H, Doolittle. Later, Mr, Kimball was in charge
of flying at scverel ficlds in Plorida, At the warl's cnd, Major >
General Horacc H, Hickam (in whosc honor Hickam Air Forcc Basc, Hawaii,
is named) urged him to stay in the Air Corps, but hc dceided to cnter
busincss ond was mustered out as a first licutcnant.

In 1920 he becamc Los Angcles monager for the General Tire and
Rubbor Compeny, and rosc to be vice prosident of the corporation in
19%2, 1In 1925 he and the former Dorothy Amcs, of Chicago, were mar-
ried. They have no children, I-— —-=— —--- T+ o= 527 . ]

Mr. Kimboll was long-time manager of the Genoral Tire and Rubber
Company's intcrcsts in cleven western stotes. In 1944, Gencral Tire
bplaccd him in immcdiatc charge of the Aerojet Enginecring Corporation,
at Azusa, California, which is a corporate subsidiary of General Tres

As head of the Aerojoct Enginecring Corporation, Mr., Kimball took
a lcading part in the deveclopment of rockets and other advanced means
of propulsion. Among the products which Aerojet decveloped was the
cquipment for jot-assisted takcoffs of aircraft and the motors and
propcllants for rockcts and guided missiles.

After his World War I pilot training, Mr. Kimbeoll never lost
intercst in aviation, He holds ¢ privatc pilot!s licensc and until
hc cntcrced the Navy Department, piloted his own planc, o North Ameri-
can Navion. Now, his principal hobby is golf, and his scores arc
usually in the low 80!s,

President Trumon nominatcd Mr, Kimball to be Assistant Scerctary
of the Novy for Air on February 11, 1949. He was confirmed by the
Scnatc on Fobruary 25, 1649, and tock officc shortly therecaftecr, On
May 13, 1949, h¢ was nominated to be Under Sceretary of the Navy and
was confirmed on May 19, 1949,

He took office as Sccrcetary of the Nevy on July 21, 1951,
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Mr, Kimball is a member of the Instlitute of Acronautical Scicnces,
His clubs inecludec thc Wilshire Country Club, Los Angeles; the Jonathan
Club, Los Angeles; thc Mctropolltan Club of Washington; the Burning

Tpce Club of Washington: and the National Prcss Club., He 1s a Congre-
gationalist, 1

Off'lcc of Sccenav,
8 August 1951





