ADWIRAL HENRY B. WILSON, U, S. NAVY, DECEASED

Henry Braid Wilson was born .in Camden,. New Jersey, on February 23, 1861,
He was appointed Cadet Midshipman from the First District of New Jersey on Sep-
tember 22, 1876, and was graduated from the Naval Academy with the Class of 1881,
Commissioned Fnsign (junior grade) on July 1, 1883, and subsequently attained
the rank of Captain on March /, 1911, Selected for the rank of Rear Admiral by
the Navy's first Selection Board, he assumed that rank on July 1, 1917, was pro-
moted to Viece Admiral to date from September 25, 1918, and to Admiral, from June
30, 1919. He was transferred to the Retired list of the Navy, for statutory age,
on February 23, 1925, in the rank of Rear Mmiral, but by Act of Congress of
Junc 21, 1930, authorizing World War I Flag Officers to be retired in the highest
rank held on active duty, he was promoted to Admiral, USN, Retired, on that date.

ifter graduation from the Naval Acndemy on June 10, 1881, he sorved at
sca for six years, with consecutive duty in the USS TENNESSEE, Flagship of the
North Atlantic Station; the training ship SARATOGA (for more than four years
cngaged in training Apprentice Boys, during which he first ovidonced his intor-
cst in the cnlisted man, which never lessoncd throughout his career); and tho
Receiving Ship NFW H/MPSHIRE, TFor n briof period he was with A party making as~
tronomical obgervations in the West Indics, after which he was ordered to the
USS ALB'TROSS, nssignod to the Coast Survey and Fish Commission., On board tho
ALB ATROSS he made throo cruiscs in the Bering Sca, and took part in the deop sen
exploration preliminary to the lnying of the cable between San Francisco and
Honolulu. After his rcturn in 1894, he spent two yonrs on the Staff of tho Naval
War College, Newport, Rhodec Island,

He next scrved on bonrd the USS MICHIG'N in the Groat Lakes, then the
gunboat BTNCROFT in the Eastorn Mediterranean, returning in BANCROFT to the Wost
Indies at the outbrenk of the Spanish-'morican War in 1898, Then a lLicutenant,
he was highly commended for his coolness and bravery in action, He joined the
USS INDI'W™ in October 1898, and subsequently was asgigned to cquipment duty in
connoction with the building of the battleships ALABM” and MAINE at William
Cramp and Sons Shipyard, Philadelphia, In 1901 he was sent to the Asiatic Sta-
tion for duty as Fxecutive Officer of the iron gunboat DON JUM do AUSTRIA, a
brize of the Spanish-lmerican War, and later served, first as Navigator and af-
terward as Exoccutive Officer of tho USS KENTUCKY, Flagship of Rear Admiral Rob-
ley D. Evans, USN, Commander in Chicf, dsiatic Flect.

On his rceturn to the United States in 1904, he was ordered to the Bureau
of Navigation, Navy Department, Washington, D. C,, where he was in charge of the
Enlisted Personnel Section of that Bureau. Four years later he was ordered to
command the USS CHESTER, sedut cruiser. He roturned to the Burcau of Navigation
in May 1910, and served as Assistant Chicf of the Burcau (sccond in commnnd ) un-
til ordercd the following yenr to commrnd the USS NORTH D'KOTA, a battleship of
the First Division, Atlantic Flecot. In this command his reputation for smart
ship-handling and all-around scrmanship and ship-keeping came to full attention.

He reported in Novembor 1913 for duty as President of the Board of In-
spection and Survey, Navy Department, and scrved in that agsignment until May
1916, when he was ordered to the Newport News Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company,

Newport Nows, Virginia, where the USS PENNSYIV WIA was building. He placed in
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commission and agsumed command of the USS PEINSTIVANI A, Flagship of the Command-
er in Chief, Mlantic Fleet (Admiral Honry T. Mayo, USN), at that time the larg-
est and finegt battleship in the U, 8. Navy, He was in command of tho PENNSYIL-
VANTI A in Guantanamo Bay, Cubn, when diplomatic relations with Germany were
broken. With war imminont, and being on the promotion ligt for Flag rank, he
was detached from the PENNSYLVANTA and in April 1917 was ordered to form, organ-
ize and command the Patrol Force of the 'tlantic Fleet, his pennant in thc USS
OLYMPIA (which hnad been "dmiral Devey's Flnagship at the Battle of Manila Bay).
These Patrol Squndrons, so burriedly got together under the impetus of wnr, were
n composite of cruisers, destroyers, gunboats, Coast Guard cutters, and sea-going
yachts teken over from their nrivate owncrs.

The assigned mission was to protect shipping in the Alantic waters of
the United States, from Maine to the Panama Canal, Iater in the summer of 1917
some of these ships, as U, S. Patrol Squadrons, wore semt to Gibraltar to bage.
Wilson, thon a Rear Mmiral, had transforred his flag to the USS BIRMINGHAM in
early fugust, after the grounding of the OLYMPIA, and arrived at Gibraltar in
her on 'ugust 18, Hig forces were soon oengaged in serving ns ocean escorts for
convoys in the Mediterrnncnn, and between Gibraltar and the British Islos.

Shortly after his arrival at Gibraltar there wes need for his services
in French waters, and on October 23, 1917, he left Gibraltar with three members
of his Staff overland through Spain for Paris. Aftor a short conferonce trip
to London, he reported on November 1, 1917, for duty as Commandcr, U. S. Naval
Forces on the French Coast, with Headquarters at Brest. He continued in this
duty untll January 15, 1918, when he was designated Commander U. S. Naval Forcos
in Francec, USS PROMETHEUS, Flngship. He so sorved during the remainder of the
war and until Janunry 30, 1919, During that period all U. S. Naval gea, shore
and avintion activities in France wore under his command.

His paromount mission wns escorting troop and gtoreship convoys to and
from France, It is especinlly noteworthy that not one passenger was logt by
enemy action elther inbound or outbound in his area of command. This is a dis-
tinct tribute to his skill and leadership, for for many months the available
escort vessels were inadequate in size, speed and numbers. For example, he had
no truc combatant type ship capable of ecscorting the LEVITHAN. The adopted al-
ternative was to depend on her spocd and run her in convoy with the GRE/R NORTH-
ERN nnd NORTHERN P'CIFIC, which could meintain position on her at high spoed.
Such enforced makeshfts wore usual.

‘nother striking accomplishment of the Navy in France was the building
of fiftcen U, S. Naval ’viation Stations along the Fronch Coast. Those were
erccted by men of the U, S. Naval Forees in France, and werc completed and oper-
nting in ten months. One of his most widely known and difficult decisions made
during this period wns the one nccepting tho rospongibility for the press dig-
patch, sent without his prior knowledge, which promulgated the False Armistice
n fow days before the True /rmistice wns signed on November 11, 1918.

He was awnrded the Distinguished Scrvice Modal with citation: "For GXCO =
tionnlly moritorious scrvice in a duty of great responsibility ns Commander Pa-
trol Forees ‘tlantic Flect, and Commandor, U. S. Naval Forces in France, in
guccegsfully cooperating with the Freonch Navy and in expeditiously operating
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transports and cargo ships in French ports and War Zones." He was also awnrded
the Distinguished Service Medal by the War Department, and in addition rcceived
foreign decorntions ns follows: Grand Officer of the Legion of Honor, by France;
Grand Cordon of the Sncred Trensury, by Japan; Commander of the Order of St,.
Maurice and St. Lazarus, by Italy; and Grand Official of the Military Order of
hAvis, by Portugal.

On February 15, 1919, he returncd to the United States, his flag in the
USS NEW MEXICO, for duty as Commander Squadron Four, Division Eight, ‘tlantic
Flect. In June 1919 he was designatcdCommander in Chief, Atlantic Fleet, and
hoisted his flag in the USS PENNSYIV/NIA, of which he had becn the first C. O,
Upon mobilization of the Atlantic and Pacific Flcets for mancuvers nt the Pacif-
ic End of the Canal Zone, he assumed command of the combined forces as Commander
in Chiof, U. S, Battle Flect., Detached in June 1921, he reported in July for
duty as Superintondent of the Naval fcadomy, ~nd served as such until his trans-
for to the Retired list on his 64th birthday, Fobruary 23, 1925,

During the nearly four years of his incumbeney, the Naval cademy passed
through the greatest transformation since its beginning in 1845, a transition
from a Training School to the University it still is. Though classed as Train-
ing School in 1921, it hed by the time of his retirement, and largely through
his cfforts, become a full-flodged member of the Association of Mmeorican Univer—
sitios and had qualificd for thc subsequont authorization to award the dogrce of
Bachclor of Scionce to its graduates. The ontrance requircments had boen raised
to compare favorably with those of the better Engineering Colleges. The oerfifi-
cate mothod of admission had been strengthencd to its prosent unchallenged posi-
tion. The Midshipmen's sorviec uniforms had been changed to conform in genoral
to those the graduates would rcquire as officers of the Navy. The policy of ro-
tating Midshipmen officers to give a wider spread of command expericnce and res-
ponsibility amcng all membors of the First Class had become a- fixture., A toxt
book on Naval Leadership had been egpecially prepared and introduced into the
curriculum. Morc privileges, though in limited degrce, had been allowed First
Classmen on the theory that the transition from Midshipman to Officer would be
smoother and morc efficicnt if less abrupt than in the past. Throughout hig
entire tenure he cmphasized what he called the "Etornal Worth of Character," for
without it no naval officer could suseeed, He also emphasized the need for
smartness in person and dross, and taught this daily by precept and example,

He promulgated o Mission of the Academy, which started thus: "To mold the na-
terinl reccived into cducated gentlemen, thoroughly indoctrinated with honor,
uprightness, and truth...," That thore of honcsty and integrity was kept before
the Midshimnn constontly.

His tour at the Naval Acadomy was nnrked, as was his entirc Nawal -carcer
of forty-cight yecars, by his porticular intcercst in the development and train-
ing of personnel, The first class to graduatc under his cormand was the Class
of 1922, the members of which dedicated their LUCKY B/AG (class book) to him
with the following lines:

"To our Supcrintendent, ’dmiral Henry B, Wilson, Us S. Navy, the Class
of 1922 rogpecetfully dedicates this number of the LUCKY BAG - inspired as we
have been by his devotion to the Navy and his continued efforts to make us bet-
tor material for officers, it is our hope that our fubure success may, in some
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small degrec at least, reach the heights which his has attnined, and that we
nay occasion in our subordinates that same spirit of cooperation which he has
inspired in us,"

It is of considerable intercst that when the Class of 1922 held its
Thirticth Reunion at the Naval Acadeny in 1952, they invited Admiral Wilson to
attend in order to again thank him for the inspiration he had becn to then as
Midshipmen, His health, unfortunately, did not pormit his accepting the invi-
tion,

Admiral Wilson died in New York City on January 30, 1954, survived ty
his wife, Mrs, ’da Chapman Wilson, who resided at The Grosvonor Hetel.
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