
REAR Ji.DMIRAL THOMAS L. WATTLES, U. S. N'..V'f, RETB.ED 

Thomas Lippitt Wattles W'.ls born in "Elrnington,'1 Clarke County, Virginia, 
on July 15, 1900, son of Charles William and fury Alexander (Lippitt) Wattles. 
He attended public schools in Alexandria, Virginia, and Columbian Preparatory 
School, Washington, D. C~, before entering the U.S. Naval Academy, Annap
olis, Maryland, on appointment from the Eighth Congressional District of 
Virginia, in June 1917. While a Midshipman he had World War I service dur
ing the summer of 1918 in the USS ¾aSCONSIN, a battleship of the Atlantic 
Fleet. 

: He was graduated and co:omissioned Ensign on June 3, 1920, with the 
Class of 1921-.A, and was subsequently promoted as follows: Lieutenant (jg) 
June 5, 1923; Lieutenant June 15, 1926; Lieutenant Commander, July 1, 1936; 
Commander, February 1, 1941; and Captain, to date from June 20, 1942. He 
was transferred to the Retired List of the U. S. Navy on July l, 1949, and 
advanced to the rank of Rear Admiral on the basis of combat citations. 

After graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1920, he was assigned 
t0 the USS OKLAHOMA., u battla~hip of the Atlantic Fleet, and from July ta .. 
Septeober 1921.remained with the Atlantic Fleet for instruction in the Des
troyers Engineering School Afloat in various vessels of the Destroyer Force • 

...'_On _November 6, 1921, he reported for duty in the USS DENVER, operating with· 
',-the Special Service Squadron in Central and South American waters, and re:

mained on board.that cruiser until March 14, 1923. He theri assisted in 
. fitting out the ·uss RICHMOND, light cruiser building at William Cramp and 
. Sons-Company, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and served on board from her com

missioning, July 2, 1923, until December 1925. 

On January 2, 1926, h~ reported to the USS CHEl'ITNK at the Submarine 
Base, New London, Connecticut, and after completing submarine training in 
July of that year, served for two years with SubIJE.rine Division NINE. He 
was qualified to co:rru:nand in July 1927, during that tine. From June 1928 to 
June 1929 he commanded the USS R-3, operating with Submarine Division 9, 
Pacific Fleet, and based at Fearl Harbor, T. H., and for two years thereafter 

,he was Detachment Gunnery Officer and Torpedo Overhaul Officer at the Sub
marine Base, Pearl Harbor. He was commended by the Secretary of the Navy 
for meritorious achievement in torpedoes during the year 1929-1930. 

•:, From May 1931 until June 1933 he served as Gunnery Officer of the USS 
NAUTILUS, a unit of Submarine Division 12, Battle Force, operating in Cali
fornia waters, and during that time was again comm.ended by the Secretary of 
the Navy, this time for attaining the highest combined nerit in gunnery bat
tle pra.ctice, Submarine Class, for the year 1932-1933. During his third 
year in the NAUTILUS, he was serving as Executive Officer and Navigator. 

He '\.las a student at the Naval War College, :Newport, Rb.ode Island, fro:-:-, 
June 1931. to May 1935, when he completed the Junior Course and reported for 
duty as .tide to the Commandant, Ninth Naval District, and Commanding Officer 
U.S. Naval Training Station, Great Lakes, Illinois. He remained there for 
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seventeen months an,_~ =i-n October 1936 return,Y:l to sea as Cc.,1r1an:ling Officer 
,,f the USS DAHLGRE..N, of Destroyer Divisio1, 16, BattJ.e Force. During one 
~0nth before his ietachment on July ?.7, 1937, he served as Acting Commander 
of that Division. He theµ served until ~ugust 12, 1939, as Navigator of the 
USS TEXAS, battleship, operating with the Training Detachment, U. S. Fleet. 

From fi.ugust 1939 until :tAarch 1942 he was Battalion Officer, in the 
Executive Department at the Naval tcademy, and the last two months of that 
1.ssignment \.BS Executive Officer of Bancroft Hall. In fl.pril 1942 he assumed 
command of Destroyer Division 20, of the ~tlantic Fleet, and remained in 
that command for eight months, during which period he engaged in various 
convoy trips in the Atlantic as Escort Commander, and participated in the 
invasion of Morocco (Operation TORCH). Following this invasion, Rear tdmi
ral E. D. Mc:tJhorter, USN, CoITllTuJ.nder Carriers, .'.tlantic Fleet, states in an 
,:,fficial letter dated 23 December 1942: 

,1. The outstanding performance and high effici~ncy of all destroyers 
,,f Destroyer Division Twenty contributed in great D.easure to the unqualified 
success of the !:..ir Group in Operation TORCH •••• 

"?. Captain Thomas L. Wattles, U, 3. Navy, deserves the highest com.
Di::lndation and appropriate recognition for his unfailing devotion to duty 
throughout Operation TORCH and for hi;:, outstanding conduct during battle." 

From December 1942 until October 1943 he served as Co:or:iander Destroyer 
Squ'ldron 16, with additional duty as CoIIJmander Destroyer Division 31.· As a 
squadron co6r:iander he served as escort corm::iander of various convoys in the 
htlantic and Meditere'.:.!.nean. Admiral R. E. Ingersoll, USN, Conwander in Chief 
;\tlantic Fleet, cominended him for his perforr.,ance cf duty. He also received 
'.1 commendatory letter from Vice fl,.dm:iral H. K. Hewitt, USN, Co1mnmander, U.S. 
N,,.-1vnl Forces, Northwest African Waters, which read in part as follows: 11An 
unofficial report has re::i.ched me via Commander in Chief, Hediterr8.nean, con
c0rning your efficient performance of duty as escort cor::TI:1ander in the Medi
terrapean recently. The report expressed admiration of the excellent manner
in which you handled the large nixed convoy comprising K.M.S.14 and U.G.S.8. 11 

"For excGptionally meritorious conduct ....as Commander Destroyer Squadron 
'.:'.IXTEEN in the 3.ttack on the Island of Sicily from July 10 to 12, 1943 ••. 11 

hE; wq.s awarded the LBgion of i'-!erit, with Combat "V," and citation which con
tinues: "Although subjected to persistent, determined air bombardment and 
constantly ncmaced by enemy submarines, Captain Wattles directed the hazar
dous screening operations of his forces with expert tactical skill and sound 
judgment. His splendid leadership and the courageous devotion to duty of 
his cormnand under extremely harassing conditions contributed greatly to the 
protection of the transport area .-ind to the success of the landing 3.ttacks 
•_jffocted by our 13.ssault troops. 11 

In October 1943 Admiral Wattles reported as ?re-Commissioning Training 
Officer, on the .Staff of Corrm1a.nder Operational Training Command, Atlantic 
Fleet, and also served as Assistant Chief of Staff and as ActiDg Chief of 
Sfo.ff before his rfotachment in December 1944. He was 3.warded the Bronze 
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Star Modal with citntion to follow: "For rnoritorious '1.chiovomont '1S n 1'1cmbor 
of tho Staff of tho ColllllU!.ndor Float Oporationnl Trnning Command, United Stntos 
Ltlantic Float, from October 1943 to Docombor 1944. Serving as Pro-Commission
ing Tro.ining Officer during tho formntivo period of the Floot Oporntional Com
mand, Cnpto.in Wattles rondorod vnlu.'l.blo sorvico in tho plo.;rming and dovolop
mont of pro-commissioning training of tho crows of all types of vassals and in 
tho perfection of n rofroshor training program of operating vessels. Subse
quently serving ns ~cting and ~ssistnnt Chief of Stnff, ho offectivoly ndmi.n
istorod and coordinated tho work of tho stnff.o.(and) contributed directly to 
tho success of this important program, thoroby reflecting groat credit upon 
himsolf and tho U. Sg Navnl Sorvico. 11 

During tho latter period of tho wo.r ho co1llllli.lnded tho light cruiser TOPEFA, 
from her commissioning on Docombor 23, 1944. USS TOPEKI~ sorvod with tho Fast 
Carrier Task Force of tho THIRD Floot which supported tho nttack on Okinawa 
and po..rticiputcd in tho bombardment of tho Japaneso IDc.'linl2.nd, and anchored in 
Tokyo Bn.y nt the and of hostilitics. :~dmirnl l·Jo.ttlos rocoivod a Lotter of 
Commendation from tho CoIILc.nndcr in Chief, Pacific Float, with authorization to 
woar ·tho Commendation Ribbon, for outstanding services in thut commo.ndo 

Hhon dotachod from thG TOPEKI~ on November 7, 1945, hCJ w:i..s named Gonornl 
Inspector for tho Bureau of No.v-2.l Porsonnol, Navy Ibpartmcnt, HashingtonJ IJ.C. 
In Mb.y 1947 ho bocamo :...ssistant Chief of Nnv2l Personnel for Training md Wol
fnro., nnd wo.s so serving when ho suffered n corono.ry thrombosis which rosult9d 
in his retirement on July 1, 1949. 

In nddition to tho Logion of Mori t w:i.. th Combo.t 1rv, 11 tho Bronzo Star :Modal 
2nd tho Com..'Ilondo.tion Ribbon, Roc..r L..dmiro.l Wnttlos has tho Victory Modo.l, At--
1-:::.ntic Float Clasp; ,\.moricnn Dofonso Sorvico JVf...odal; Amoricc.n Campaign Modal; 
Europoo.n-I\..fricnn-Middlo Eo.storn Co.mpaign ~.cdo.l; :...sintic-Po..cific Campaign Jvfodn.l 
with oporo.tion stnrs; tho Horld \•lnr II Victory M:Jdo.l; and tho N2.vy Occupo.tion 
Sorvico Modal (ilsia Clasp). 

Directly doscondod from Joh..YJ. Ho.ttlos, who c.::.i.rno to :V.nssachusotts from .Scot
land, in 1651., ;J.dmirnl Wattles is tho groat, groo.t grands0n of Willio.m Wattles 
of lforwich, Connecticut, who, during tho Rovolutiona_y Hnr commanded tho pri
vc:.tcors llNn.ri.cy," lfYoung Cromwell," llPhoonix, 11 nvomot," and 11Thotis," in action 
ago.inst ti10 British. Ho is o.lso a. direct doscondant in tho tenth generation of 
John li.loxandcr, a.ftor whom tho C'ity of Lloxandrin, Virginia, was nnmcd. 
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He is a Qember of Ermnanuel Episcopal Church, nlexandria, Virginia; the 
U. S. Naval Academy Alumni Association; Retired Officers Association; Naval 
Historical Foundation; U. S. Haval Institute; Civil War Round Table of Wash
ington, D. C.; Sons of Confederc:i.te Veterans; Sons of the Revolution; the U. s. 
Naval Academy Alumni Foundation; and the Society of the Cincinnati, State 
of Maryland. 

Since retirement, Rear Admiral Wattles spent two years in assisting 
Theodore Roscoe in the writing of "United Stntes Destroyer Operations in 
World War II," published t,y the U. S. Naval Institute. He is currently em
ployed as a research associate on the Ordnance Research Staff of the Univer
sity of Pittsburgh in Washington, D. C. 
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