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NAVAL HtsTORY DIViSfON 
VICE ADMIRJ\L FRANK THOMAS WI\TKINS, U. S, NI\VY, RE TIRED 

Vice Admiral Frank T, Watkins, USN, was born in Provo, Utah, on December ·15, 
1898, He attended Utah public schools and had a year at George Washington Univer
sity in Washington, D, C, prior to his appointment to tho U. S, Naval l\cademy in 
1918, He was graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 2, 1922, and was promot
ed through the various grades to Rear l\dmiral, to rznk from August 1, 1948, He 
served in the tempornry rank of Vice Admiral, from March 1, 1957 until August 27, 
1958, when he reverted to his permanent rank of Rear l\dmiral, On January 1, 1961 
he was transferred to the Retired List of the U, S, Navy and wns advanced to the 
rank of Vice Admiral, the highest rank he held while on active duty, 

A vetoran submariner, Admiral Watkins has spent twenty-four years of his 
Naval career in assignments connected with submarines. For more than five of 
those years he commanded submarines, In 1941, prior to the entry of the United 
States in World War II, he served as a submarine observer in several British 
combatant ships !lnd submarines operating in the Mediterranean and the North t,t
lantic, Shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor, he was directed to organize 
and to command Subr.111rine Division 102, for operntions in the Pacific, For out
standing service in the two years of that command he wns awarded the Legion of 
Merit with corobat insignin, While in that command, he also comroanded the USS 
FLYING FISH on her Sixth War Patrol in 1943, and for "heroic achievement" in 
carrying out that patrol was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Corobat "V," 

He has served at sea or with the Fleet for twenty-two of his nearly forty 
years of Naval service, including cor,lilland of the large crusier, USS GUM-I, as 
Chief of Staff to Coromandcr Subr1arines 1 Pacific, comr1and of Cruiser Division 2 
of the Atlantic Fleet, and command of the Mine Force, i\tlantic Fleet, He com
manded the Submarine Force, Atlantic, during the period 1954 to 1957, when 
nuclear-powered and guided missile subnarines first entered Fleet service, 

His shore assignments have included duty as Assistant Chief of Naval Person
nel and as Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Administration, In 1947 he or
ganized and became the first Cor.1rn1nding Officer of the U, S, Nnval Schools, 
Monterey, California, one of which, the General Line School, provided instruction 
in naval science to severnl thousand former Naval Reserve Officers who were con
missioned in the regular Navy following World War II, 

In the rank of Vice 1\dmirnl he assumed comnand in Mnrch 1957, of the lmti
subuarine Force, Atlantic, with the task of organizing and comnanding the Anti
submarine Defense Force, l\tlnntic Fleet, This new command was officially estab
lished on July 1, 1957, embracing all antisubmarine warfare training, operations 
and defense in the Atlantic area, He also served as Cmnr;wnder Ocean Sub-area in 
the U, S, Atlantic Command, and as Cormander, U, S, Atlantic Sub-area and Ocean 
Sub-area Atlantic in tho l\llicd Comr.mnd, l\tlantic, of thG North l\tlantic Treaty 
Orgnnization (NI\TO), On August 27, 1958 he reported in his permanent rank of 
Rear l\dniral as C!lmnandant of the Thirteenth Naval District with headquarters in 
Seattle, Washington with additional duty as Comraander Nnvnl Base, Bremerton, 
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"For exG:eptionally meritorious conduct••• as Co[1aander Antisubmarine Force , 
u. S, Atlantic Fleet, from Na.rc h to July 1957 , a t which tir..e th is Force was 
superseded by the Antisubmarine Defense Force Cor.inand, u~ S, Atl,mtic Fleet , 
which he commanded until ,-\ugust 8 , 1958; a.s Cor:ir.iander Ocean Sub-Area, u. S. At
lantic Fleet, und Commander u. S. Atlantic Sub~Area and Or::ea.n Sub-Area Atlantic 
in the North Atlantic Treaty Organization froo March 1957 t o August 8, 1958; 
and as Comoandant, Thirteenth Naval District, from August 27, 1958 to December 
31, 1960••• " he was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of the Second Legion of Merit. 
The citation continues in part: 

"Exercising a high degree of pr of ess i onal abili ty, Rear Adoir al (then Vice 
Adnir al) Watkins organized ond bec rune the first Comnander ~ntisubnnrine Defensa 
Force , U. s. Atlantic Fleet, a dynamic operationa l comr.1nnd f or the defense of 
the En.s t Coast of the United Sta t es and a key comr.mnd in the defense pos ture of 
the continent al United States. Through his sound j udgment, precepts, and l ead
ership , t he antisubmar i ne warfare capabilities of t he Navy's western i\.tlon t ic 
forces have been advanced significantly• .l\dditionally, Rear Adniro.l Watki ns 
contributed greatly t o t he i mprovenent of the effectiveness of thooe aspects of 
the i\.tl nntic Fleet 1s oission concerned with support of the CorDande.r in Chief , 
Continental Air Defense Cor.u-.umd. l.s Cor.imandant, Thirteenth Nave l District, he 
has continued to provide distinguished servi ce i n pr oooting harmonious relations 
with the civilian cor.nunities in his couutnd and the adjacent Canadi an conn.uni
ties •• • " 

He continued duty as Coult1lllndant of the Thirteenth Naval Dis trict until r e 
lieved of all active duty pendin3 his retirement, effective January 1, 1961. 

In addition t o the Legion of Merit: with Gold St ar and Combe..t "V" and the 
Bronze Star '1•ledal with Comba t "V, 11 he has the Counendation Ribbon for n Letter 
of Conr.1endation f ron the Secretary of the Navy for service in the Office of the 
Chief of Naval Operations during the l a tter per iod of World War II. He also has 
the Victory Medal (World War I); .l\merican Defense Service Medal, Base Clasp; 
L\siatic-Pncific Cnnpaign Medal ; American Caapai gn Hcdal; World War II Victory 
Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal, As ia Clasp; and the National Defense Ser
vice Medal , 

Vice ~dmiral Watkins ' off i cial address is He and 
Mrs. Watkins , the forner Miss Mar garet R. Or cra of Sal t Lake City, Utah , have 
two sons , Lieutenant Co-rnmander Frank T. Watkins, Jrr, USN (USNn.,Class of 1949), 
and J ohn o. Watkins , 
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