VICE ADMIRAL FRANK THOMAS WATKINS, U. 5. NAVY, RETIRED

Vice Admiral Frank T. Watkins, USN, was born in Provo, Utah, on December '13,
1898, He attended Utah public-schocls and had a year at George Washington Univer=-
sity in Washington, D. C, prior to his appointment to the U. S. Naval Academy in
1918, He was graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 2, 1922, and was promot-
ed through the various grades to Rear Admirel, to renk from August 1, 1948, He
served in the temporary rank of Vice Admiral, from March 1, 1957 until August 27,
1958, when he reverted to his permanent rank of Rear Admiral, On January 1, 1961
he was transferred to the Retired List of the U, 8, Navy and was advanced to the
rank of Vice Admiral, the highest rank he held while on active duty.

A veteran submariner, Admiral Watkins has spent twenty-four years of his
Naval career in assignuents connected with submarines. For more than five of
those yecars he commanded submarines, In 1841, prior to the entry of the United
States in World War II, he served as a submarine observer in several British
combatant ships and submarines operating in the Mediterranean and the North At-
lantic., Shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor, he was directed to organize
and to command Submarine Division 102, for operations in the Pacific. For out-
standing service in the two years of that command he was awarded the Legion of
Merit with combat insignia, While in that command, he also commanded the USS
FLYING FISH on her Sixth War Patrol in 1943, and for "heroic achievement'' in
carrying out that patrol was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V,

He has served at sea or with the Fleet for twenty~two of his nearly forty
years of Naval service, including command of the large crusier, UsS GUAM, as
Chief of Staff to Commander Submarines, Pacific, command of Cruiser Division 2
of the Atlantic Fleet, and command of the Mine Force, Atlantic Fleet., He com-
manded the Submarine Force, Atlantic, during the period 1954 to 1957, when
nuclear-powéred and guided missile submarines first entered Fleet service,

His shore assignments have included duty as Assistant Chief of Naval Person-
nel and as Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Administration. 1In 1947 he or-
ganized and became the first Commanding Officer of the U. 8. Naval Schools,
Monterey, California, one of which, the General Line School, provided instruction
in naval science to several thousand former Waval Reserve Officers who were com-
missioned in the regular Navy following World War II.

In the rank of Vice Admiral he assumed command in March 1957, of the fnti-
subnarine Force, Atlantic, with the task of organizing and commanding the Anti-
submarine Defense Force, Atlantic Fleet, This new comnand was officially estab-
lished on July 1, 1957, embracing all antisubmarine warfare training, operations
and defense in the Atlantic area. He also served as Coumander Ocean Sub-area in
the U, S. Atlantic Command, and as Commander, U, §, Atlantic Sub-area and Ocean
Sub-arca Atlantic in the Allied Command, Atlantic, of the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO). On August 27, 1958 he reported in his permanent rank of
Rear Admiral as Commandant of the Thirtcenth Naval District with headquarters in
Seattle, Washington with additional duty as Commander Naval Base, Bremerton.








