ADMIRAL THOMAS L, SPRAGUE, U. S. NAVY, RETIRE

Thomas Lamison Spraguc was born in Lima, Ohio, on October 2, 1894, son of
Grant Madison Spragus and 0livia Lamison Sprague, both of pre-Revolutionary
stock. He is the cieventh genoration of male desrendents of William Sprague who
settled in Mussachusetts in 1628 from Dorsetsnire, England. He attanded public
schools in Lima and the Ohio State University, at Columbus, before his appoint-
ment to the U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from the Fourth District
of Ohio in 1914, While a Midshipman he was Minaging Editor of The Log. Graduat
ed and commissicned Ensign on Junc 29, 1917, with the Class of 1918, he subse-
quently advanced to the rank of Viee Admiral, to date from August 15, 1949. He
was transferred to the Retired Idst of the ', &, Yavyy on April 1, 1952, and ed-
vancad to the rank of Admiral on the basis cf Comiat Awsrds.,

LTter graduation from the Naval Acadeny 1 Tuno 1917, hz was assigned to
he USS CLEVELAND, which overated on patrol and convoy service during World War
in Aoril 1918 he reported for duty in connectioca with the training of officers ar
mer. of the Navy and Naval Reserve at recelving snips, camps and schools in the
Sixtn Naval District, headquarters at Charleston, S. C. He was detached in July
of thnt year to assist in Fitving out the 7SS MONTGOMERY at the Newport News
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Company, Hewport Newe, Virginia, and was Engineer of
that destroyer from ner commissioning, July 26, 1918, until January 1, 1920, :
when he became her Commandirg Cft5cer. =

Detached from the MONTGOMERY in November 1920, he reported to the Naval
Alr Station, Pensacols, Florida, for flight training, and was designated Naval
Aviator cn Auzvet 11, 1921, Serving briefly at the Naval Aip Station, Anacostia,
D. C., he roported in November, that year, for duty on the staff of Commander
Aircraft, Pacific Flest (later redesignated Commander Airecraft Squadrons, Battle
Forea). In 1722 he vas assigned to Aireraft Squadron SPOT 4 (attached to the
alrerafs terder AROOSTOOK, airplane tender), which later became Observation
Squadron 2
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For three yrars hs had duty at the Naval Air Station, Pensacols, and in |
July 1926 revorted to Aireraft Squadrons, Battls Fleet, serving with Observation -
Squacrou OUF, bhased on the alreraft carrier LANGLEY, and later with the aviation
unrit of the T8¢ MARYLAND, Detached from the latter in July 1928, he had a three
7ear tour of duty at the Naval pip Station, 8an Diego, California, In July 1931
he assumed command of Scouting Squadron 6, and while so serving had additional
dvty as Aide to Commander Cruiser Division THREE, ths USS CONCORD, flagship. 1In
June 1932 he was transferred to command of Scouting Squadron 10, attached to Crwi
ser Division TFIVE, with additional duty as Commandor of the Cruiser Wing of the
Cruiser Cormand, U, 8. Fleet, and on the staff of Commander Cruisers, U, S. Flee

Duty as Superintendent of the Aeronautical Engine Iaboratory, Naval Aireraft
Factory, Philadelphia, Peunsylvania, preceded a year's duty as Air Officer of the
USS SARATOGA, and a second year as Navigator of the USS IANGLEY. In June 1937
he returned to the Naval Air Station, Pensacola, where he served for three years
as Superintendent of Aviation Training. He was again ordered to sea, and from
June 1940 until July 1941 served as Executive Officer of the USS RANGER. He aS=
sisted in the conversion of the USS POCOMCKE, and was commanding that vessel at
the outbreak of World War II.
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He next fitted out and pluced in comrission the USS CHARGER, second cscort
carrier to be commissioned, on March 2, 1942, Us commondoed the CHARGER until
Lezomber L1942, then servea successively as Chief of Staff and 4Aide to Commander
Fizet Alr, Quoneet. 2% Juonses Poirt, Rhod? Tsieno, and to Commancer Air Force,
Atlantic Fleet., ‘ipp exceptionally meritoricus servics ia suoport of sustained
operations against tae enemy wiile scrving o5 Ch.ef of Staff +o Commander Patrol
Wings, U. S, Atlaatin Fleet, and ister as Aide suc Chief of Staff to Commander
Alr Force, Atlantic Fleet, from Aprili 1942 watil Sune 1943..." he was awarded
the Bronnme Tiar Modal.
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Lng Jo the capture of She Mapeakall Telands and the first carrier
- ASell. Dudng tue night after cho firct raid, she was attacked
iy Japanese torpedo rlanes and ghrank Ly a torpodo, the explosion
g ner raudsr and cesmroving the steering cugines and flcoding the after en
He orderor a sz rigred to assist in steering control, headed the
the battle area, and = 2 22D 6000 miles to San Fran-
2irs-  Ue ;e aw.rded the ¢ Moric "For exceptionally meri-

torious conaunt, . .Guning tie a*tack em ™ok atoxl ir the Caroline Islands on
February 14.17, 19448, ¢ » e (e 2 toe skillful lcadership of Captain Sprague,
the damoge was trought under ccatrol and the ship returned to a safe port under
ner own power,..!

Faurtiuing to the United States in Mairch 1944, he had brief duty as Commander
Fleat Ajr, Alanaie fLalif01nia), and in July sumed command of Carrier Division
22, Thet fiyig) vater Lis command, took vart in +he capture of Saipan and
axd of lMorotai in the New Grives Campaign. During the fol-
lowing Uotolizl, In the initial amsaule bhnse of in: invasion of Leybe, By T
wlts ander e commena furnished stra‘egical anoc direct support to the success-
ful Leyie Landings of Lroops by condueting anti-submarine snd combat air patrols.
de wag evarded & Coid Star in liev of the Sscond Legion of Merit "For distine
guishiae nimsell by excepuionally meritoricus corduct,..as Commander Task Group
7704 and Tscort Carrier Task Group...in the Elanning of vhe l~1rgest amphibious

neertaken in the Southwest Facific Area, the invesion of Leyte on
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He was awarded the Navy Cross, with citation as follows: "For.,.extraordi-
nary heroism,,.while commandor of an escort carricr task group engaged in the
support of landings on a heavily defended enemy-held islend base. In the Battle

of Samar felard on 25 October, in action with Japanesc battleships, eruisers,

and destroyers, while subjected to bombardment, torpedo attacks, and suicide dive
bombing attacks, each of the units of his command performed its duties in an
outstanding manner,,,This attack was the major element in turning back a powerful
Task Force of the Japanesc Fleet composad of battleships, cruisers and destroyers
with heavy losses and damage, and without accomplishing its objective., A situa-
tion replete with danger was turned into a brilliant victory..,"

Admiral Sprague is also entitled to the Ribbon for, and a facsimile of the
Presidential Unit Citation awarded the officers and men of the USS SANGAMON, his
flagship during the Philippine operaticns.
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Uhun dotached from command of Carrier Division 22, hc assumed command of
“zrricr Division 3 and Task Group 38.1, which engagsad in fast carrier pre-invasic
C;zf&ti?ﬁS against the Japanesec homvland until the enemy's capitulation in August
1C45. TFor brillisnt service in that coumand, re wms swnrded “he Distinguished
Serviece Medal., The sitation, in part, tolicws:
‘JtvLLLknq vhe maximum strilking nower ot lcrees uvnder his command, Rear
Admiral Spraguc pressed home dovansta* 1r" as girecting destruction strikes

against aircraft and supporting industries, installations and transportation
focilities and concenirations of ngvel vessels au Yokosuka, Kure and Kobe...(His
fearless L“*der°ﬁ’p wnd his expert %actical esrirol of the -»”rlO“’, battleships,

erulscrs and destrovera in Task Groap 38.1 warc v’*ﬁl factcrs in the infliction
of extenrive damage :n the cnemy snd ia the crupleting of Fﬂﬁv“irvﬁ rissions witl
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\ ariment, Washington, D. Co Cn Februar
Bureau of Naval Personnel, and ssrved in that

¢ 82d tober assumed command op Alr Force,
assigned ddllthnul duty as Commander First Task

San Diegc, California. He was relieved of 2ll active
Retired LLlsu on April 1, 1952,
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¢ddition to tha Navy Cross, the Distinguished Sexvice Medal, the Legion
with G» lﬂ Star anc Combat "V," the Bronze Star Medal, Pre31dbntlal Unit
~on Ritbor (ZANCAMCN), ard the Navy Unit Cormendation Ribbon (HANCOCX and
1%?, A:;izut Sprague has the Victory Medal, Destroyer Clasp (World War I); the
n Dofense ¢ Service bdal, with bronze "“"; American Campaign Medal; Asiatic
qwni¢vn hbcql with one qwl"ar and four bronze stars fnine enpagements)
ar T1 Victory Madal; Navy Cﬂcupatlon Service Medal, Asia C a2sp; and
p’ﬁﬁ Liberation Ribbon with two bronze stars. =
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