FLEET ADMTRAL CHESTER WILLIAM NIMITZ, U, S. Navylaggg(:fq¢4§

Fleet Admiral Nimitz, born in Fredericksburg, Texas, Iebru-
ary 24, 1885, attended Tiyy High Sehool, Kerrville, Texas, before
his app01ntment to the U. 3, Naval Academy from the Pyelfth Dis&
trict of his ngtive state ;n 1901, He graduated with dlSt“HthOH,‘
geventh in a class of 114, in January 1905, After graduation he
joined the U.3.3,., UHIO in San ¥rancisco, California, on February
23, 1905, and crulsed in her to the Far East where she became --
flagship of the Asiatic Fleet. In September 1906 he was trans- -
ferred to the U,S5.S3, BALTIMORE and was commlssioned Ensign, Janu.
ary 31, 1907, while serving in that ship. During the remainder
of his stay on Asiatlc Station he consecutively commanded the
U.,5¢3, PANAY and the U,3,3, DECATUR, and served in the U,5.5.

DENVER.

Fleet Admiral Nimitz returned to the United States in the
U.5.8, RENGER in Decembér 1908, and in January 1909 reported for
instruction in the Pirst Submarine Flotilla, In May of that yeéar
he was given commahd of that flotilla, with additional duty in
command of the U,S8,5, PLUNGER (later renamed A-1), He was com-
missioned Lieutenant, both grades, on January 31, 1910, and was
transferred to command of the U,3,3, SNAPPER when that submarine
was commissioned on February 2, 1910, On November 18, 1910, he
assumed command of the U,S,3, NARWHAL. From October 10, 1911,
he had additional duty as Commander, Third Submarine Division; -
Atlantic Torpedo Fleet, IHe assumed command of the U,8.,3, SKIP-

JACK {later renamed E-1l) on February 14, 1912,

On March 20, 1912, Fleet Admiral Nimitz (then Lieutenant)
rescued W. J. Walsh, Fireman, Second Class, U. 5. Navy, from
drowning. A strong tide was running and Walsh, who could not
swim, was being rapidly carried away from his ship. When picked -
up, Fleet Admiral Nimitz and Walsh were exhausted. Tor that SerV=
ice, he was awarded a Silver Life Saving Medal by the Treasury

Department'

From May 1912 until March 1913, Fleet Admiral Nimitz was
Commander, Atlantic Submarine Flotilla, After being detached
from that command he was ordered to duty in connectlon with the
puilding of Diesel engines in the tanker U,S,S. MAUMEE then un-
der construction at the New London Ship and Engine Building Cote
pany, Groton, Connecticut, During the summer of 1913 he studied
engines at the Diesecl Engine plants in Nuremberg, Germany, and
Ghent; Belgium; and then returned to the New York Navy Yard where
the MAUMREE was completed. He Jjoined her when she was commlssloned
October 23, 1916, serving as her executive officer and engineer

officer until August %,1917, While in that duty he was commissianed
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Lieutenant Commander on August 26, 1916.

On August 10, 19]7, Fleet Admirval Nimitz reported for duty
as alde on the staff of Rear Admiral Samuel 3. Robison (now Ad-
miral, Retired)}, Commander, Submarine Force, Atlantic Fleet. On
February 1, 1918, he was commissioned Commander and on February O,
he was appointed Chief of Staff to Admiral Robison; and, for ser-
vice In that duby, was awarded the following Letter of Commendation
by the. Secretary of the Navy:

"He performed meritorious service as Chief of
Staff to the Commander, U.S5. Atlantic Submarine’
Fleet," a

Fleet Admiral Nimitz reported for duty in the O0ffice of the
Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department, washlngton, D.C., on
September 16, 1918. On October 25, he was assigned additional
duty as Senior Member, Board of Submarine Design, Navy Department,
He was exscutive officer of the U,3.5. SOUTH CAROLINA from May,
1919, until June, 1920, when he was detached with orders to tom-
mand the U.S5.5. CHICAGO, with additional duty in command of Sub-
marine Divislon Fourteen, based on Pearl Harbor, T,H, He joined
the U,3,5, ARGONNE on April 7, 1922, and cruised back to the east
coast’ of the United States in her, He had instruction at the
Naval War College, Newport, Rhode Island, in 1922-1923, and follow-
ing that duty had a second tour on the staff of Admiral Robison,
gerving as aide and assistant chief of staff when the latter was
Commander, Battle Fleet, and when he wag Commander in Chief, U,S,

Bleet.

In August, 1926, Fleet Admiral Nimitz was ordered to the Uni-
verglty of California where he instglled, and later taught in, one
of the first Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps units estab-
lished 1In a university, He was commissionéd Captain on June 2,
1927. In Junes, 1929, he was ordered to command Submarine Division
Twenty (changed to Submarine Division Twelve, April 1, 1931). In
June, 1931, he was transferred to command of the U,3,5. RIGEL and
the destroyers out of commission at the Destroyer Base, San Diego,
California, In October, 19337, he'aSSumed command of the U,S3.3,.
AUGUSTA and cruised in her to the Falr East where, in December of
that year, she relieved the U,S,3. HOUSTON as flagship of the
Asiatic FPleet. After detachment from command of the AUGUSTA in
April, 1935, he served as Assistant Chief of the Bureau of Navi:
gation for three years, He attained flag rank on June 23, 1938,
and was Commander, Cruiser Division Two, Battle Force, from July
unitil September, 1938, wvhen he was transferred to duty as Comman-
der, Battleship Division One, Battle Force, holding that command

until May, 1939,
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on June 15, 1939, Fleet Admiral Nimltz was appointed Chief
of the Bureau of Navigation for a term of four years. On. Decem-
ber-17, 1941, he was detached from that assignment and ordered
to duty as Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet, with the rank of
Admiral, effective from December 31, 1041, the date when he as-
sumed that command, For hisg service in this capacity, Fleet Adm-
iral Nimitz has been awarded ths Distinguished Service Medal, with
the following citation:

imop exceplionally meritorious service as Coin-
manhder in Chief, United States Pacific Fleet.

In thet position of great responsibility he ex-
ercised sound judgment and decision in his em-
ployment and disposition of units of the Pacific
TFleet during the period immediately following our
entry into war with Japan. His conduct of the
operations of the Pacific Fleet, resulting in
cuccessful actions against the enemy in the Coral
Sea, May, 1942, and off Midway Islands, June, 1942,
yas characterized by unfailing judgment and sound
decision, coupled with skill and vigor. His ex-
arcise of command on all occasions left nothlng -
to be desired.”

Ee has also been awarded & Distingulshed Service Medal by
Congregs, with the following citatlon:

"For exceptionally meritorious service to the
Government of the United States in a duty of

zreat responsibility as Commander in Chief of

the Pacific Fleet since December 31, 1941, ‘At

the mopst critical period Qf the present war in

the Pacific, Admiral Nimitz assumed command in
that area and despite the losses at Pearl Harbor
and tragic shortage of vessels, planes and sup-
plies, organized his forces and carried op de~
fensive warfare which halted the Japanese advance.
As rapldly as ships, -personnel and mateprial became
available, he shifted from defensive to offensive
warfare and, by his brilliant leadership and out-
standing skili as & strategist, enabled the units
under his command to-defeat the enemy in the Coral
Sea, off Midway, and in the Solomon Ialands; and
to capture and occupy the Gilbert and Marshall Is-
lands. As a result of his sound judgment and mas-
terful conduct of naval warfare in the Pacific,
our forces have assumed a position of dominance in
thie vital avea." - ' ‘
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On October 7, 1945, Fleet Admiral Nimitz was officially desg
ignated and assumed duty as Commander in Chief, Pacific Fleet and

Paclfic Ocean Areas,

By act of Congress approved December 14, 1944, the grade of

Fleet Adamiral of the United States Navy - the highest grade in the

‘Navy'n was established for certain officers on ‘the active list of

the Navy. The President of the United States, on December 15,19&4

nominated, and by and with the advice and consent of the Ssnate,
appointed Chester W. Nimitz a Fleest Admiral of the United States

Navy. Flset Admiradl Nimitz- accepted the app01ntment and tooc thelg

cath of ofllce on December 19, 1944

on September 1, 1945, (Washington, D.C., Time) Fleet Admiral .

Mimitz gisned for the Unlted States when Japan formally signed the
surrender terms aboard the hattleship MISSOURI in Tokyo Bay.

- 0On Octcber/S, 1945, officially designated as Nimitz Day in
washington, D.C., Fleet Admiral Ninitz was personally presented
a Gold Star in lieu of the third Distinguished Service Medal by
the President of the United States., The citation follows:

GOLD STAR in lieu of the third DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL:

"Por exceptionally meritorious service to the
Government of the United States as Commander in
Chief, Unlted States Pacific Fleet and Pacific
Ocean Areas, from June 1944, to August 1945,
Initiating the final phase in the battle for
victory in the Pacific, Fleet Admiral Nimitg
attacked the Marianas, invading Saipan, inflic-
ting a decisive defeat on the Japanese Fleet in
the First Battle of the Philippines and captur-
ing Guam and Tinlan. In vital centinulng oper-
atlong, his Fleet Forces isolated the enemy-held
baztions of the Central and Eastern Carollnes
and secured in quick succession Peleliu, Angaur
and Ulithi. With reconnaissance of the main
beaches on Leyte effected, approach channels y
cleared and opposition neutralized in joint ‘
operations to reoccupy the Philippines, the
challenge by powerful task forces of the Jap-
anese Fleet resulted in a historic victory in

- the three-phased Battle for Leyte Gulf, Octo-
Der 24 to 26, 1944, Acceleratlng the intensity
of acrial offen81ve by pressure exerted at every
hostile strong point, Fleect Admiral Nimitz
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GOLD STAR IN LIEU OF THIRD DISTHKHESHED SERVICE MEDAL {Contitd)

culmlneted long-range st"ategy by euocessful amphib-
lous assault on Iwo Jima and Okinawa. A wise, Stead-
fast and indomitable leader, Fleet Admiral Nimitz,
by his daring strategy and his feith in the courage.
and skill of the officers and men. under his command,
finally placed representative forces of the Unlted
States Navy in the harbor of Tokyo for the formal
capitulation of the Japanese. Empire., Through his
mastery of naval warfare, his etrategioel skill, his
sound Judgment and his ingpiring 1eadersh1p, he dem=
onstreted the highest qualities of a haval officer
and rendered services of the greatest distinction to
- his country.

On NOVember 20, 1945, Fleet Admiral Nimitz Wee nominated to be
Chief of Naval Operetione in the Department of the Navy, for a term
of two yoears, that nomination confirmed by the Senate on Novembér 26,

1945,

On November 24 1945, at Peapl Harbor, T. H., Fleet Admlral
Nimitz hauled down .his flag, hoilsted in Décember 1941 aboard the
submarine GRAYLING in‘a harbor littered with wreckage of American
warships from the Jepenese attack on Decembér 7, 1941, from the sub-
marine MENHADEN and rélinquished command of his victorious Pacific
Fleet., On December 15, 1945, he relieved Fleét Admiral Ernest J.
King, USN, as Chief of Naval Operations Navy ‘Department, Washington,
D C.

Fleet Admiral Nimitz' promotion to the pormenent grade of Fleet
Admiral of the Navy was oonfirmed by the Senete to renk from Decem-

ber 19, 194k,

On December 15, 1947 Fleet Admiral Nimitz was deteohed from his
duty as Chief of Naval Operations and ordered to San Francisco,
Californila for duty as directed by the Seuretery of 'the Navy. On
January 1, 1948 he reported to San Francisco as Special Assistant
to the Secretary of the Navy, Carried by the Bureau of Naval Per—
sonnel on Western Sea Frontier records since 1 January, he now scrves
in an advisory capacity to the Becretary of the Navy and asslsts ip
other matters pertaialng to the Navy whenever called upon to do so.

In addition to the Distinguished Servioe Medal the Distlnguiehed
Service Medal by Congress, the Gold Star in lieu of the third Dis-
tinguished Service Medal, the &rmy Distinguished Service Medal, and
the Silver Life Saving Medel Fleet Admiral Nimitz hag the Vlotory
Medal, Escort Clasp, and ls entltled to the American Defsnse Service
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.'Medalg the Aslatic-Pacific Area Campaign Medal, and’ the World War IT
Victory Medal. ’ ' ‘ ' _

On August 10, 1945, Admiral Sir Bruce Fragér, Commander in Chier,
British Pacific Fleet, on béhalf of His Majesty, King George VI, in-
vested Fleet Admiral Nimitz with the Order of Knight Grand Cross of
the Bath, at ceremonies on board HMS DUKE OF YORK &t Guam. On July
16, 1946, General Alexander Papagos, World War_;iicémmgnder in Chief
of the Greek Army, presented the Grand Cross of the Order of George
I, with Swords, to Fleet Admiral Nimitz. The présentation, on be-
half of the Government of Greece, was made 4t tHe Greek Embassy,
Washington, D.C. - Fleet Admiral Nimitz has re¢eived the following -
decorations and avards from the foreign goverimerits of Chime, Ordes
of the Grand Cordon .of PaoTing (Tripod) Special Class, 8 March 1947,
from Guatamala,; La Cruz de Merito Militar. de Primefa Clase, 27 May
1947; from Great Britain; “Pacific Star, 8 September I947; from the
Netherlands, Order of Orange Ngssau with Swords in the Degree of
the Knight Grand Cross, 1 December 1947;rfrom France’ Grand Officer
in the National Order of the Legion of Honor, 9 December 1947; from
Cuba, Grand Cross of the ‘Order of Carlos Manuel de Cespedes, 13
December 1947; from Argentina, Order of the Liberator, 11 December
1947; from Belgium, Grand Cross of the Order of the Crown with Palm
and Croix de. Guerre with Palm, 26 May 1948 in addition to the Philip-
bine Medal of Valor and from Italy, Knight of the Grand Cross of the

Military Order of Italy,

Fleet Admiral Nimitz ‘has veceived Honorary Degrees from the
following UﬁiVefsities:and'Colleges; T

University of California © Williams CGolloge

University of Hawaii . , Wayne Univevsity
‘Southwestern University . : - Columbia University
University of South Carolina ~ Seton Hall College
Tulane University ' C Lafayette College
University of Richmond - Princeton University
Harvard University Fordham University
University of Notre Dame © Loras College
Northwestern,University _ University of Alabama.

Syracuae Uhiversity
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