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REAR ADMIRAL WILLIAM K. MEWDENWALL, JR.,
UNITED STATES NAVY

Williawm Xavanzugh Mendephall, Jr., the son 2f the late w. K.
Mendenhzall =nd Mrs. (Jonnle Moore) Mendenhall; wo@ born” :n Febiu-
ary 23, 1900, 1n Weeo, Texas, -Eo sttgnded Brownevillie, Toxag,
rublie schouwls before his apprintuoent ta the U, 3. MNaval sgaedeny,
Annapolis, Maryland, by the Honorable John Nance JQarner in 1919,
As a Micdshipman he was a member of the wrestllng sguad and the
"Log" staff., {raduated and commissicned Ensign on June 8, 1923,
he advanced progressively in ramk to that of Rear Admiral, to
date from January 1, 1951.

Fallowing graduatlon from the Naval Acadermy in 1223, he
joined the newly-commissioned battlechip, USS MADNYIAND, and served
as a Junlor officer on baard while she aperated zs a anit 2f Divi-
sisn 5, Battls Pleet. He than had instruotion in ordnance Engi-
neering at the Naval Postgraduate schoel, Annapolis, sand In May
1931 was ordered to Asiatic Station for duty in the U253 HOUSTON.
whille aboard that crusier, Flagship of the Commzidsr in Chief, 1.
5. Agiatic Fleet, he commanded the landing force guarding the
Shanghai (China) Lyght and Power Plant during the 3inn-~-Japanese
uoatilities.

Corpleting a three-year tour of duty aboard the USS HOUSTON
in June 1934, he waa assigned to the Bureasu nf oOrdnance, Navy De-
nartment, Washington, D, ., vhere he servod until May 1936. He
then reparted as Executive Officer of the U883 HOVEY. When Cetach-
ed from that destrayer in December 1936, he joined the Staff of
the Commander Battleship Tivision 2, as Flag 3ecretary, and in
January 1938 was transferred to ths 3taff of Commander Battleships,
Battle Foree, '

Between July 1539 and February 1941 he gerved in the Design
Division of the Nuval Gun Factory, Washington, D, C. Following
fitting out duty in the U33 MEREDITH, he aasumed command 2f that
Adestroysr at her commissioning, March 1, 1941, After her shake-
down crulse, c¢onducted in Atlantic waters, she salled, under hils
command, to Bermuda, BWI, in July 1941, then opsrated along the
Atlantic Comrst. BShe later was asgigned patrol dutiss in the At~
lantic, snd while 1n WNorth Atlantic waters participated in the
necupatinn 2f Tceland and the establishnment of the United 3tates
Base at Eavalferdjur, Iceland, in ths sarly period or World war IT.

Relleved of command of the MERFDITH 1n March 1342, he Jjoined
the Staff of Commandsr Desteroyers, Atlantic Flest, as Gunnery Qf-
ficer., For his performance of Aduty in that assignment, he receiv-~
ed a Letter of Commendation from the Commander tn Chief, U. 3.
Atlontic Fleet, with authority to wear the Commendantion Ribbon.
The ¢itation follows, in part:
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t,..His untiring effort, outstanding ability and technicel
knowledge contributed much to the development and malntenance of
a marksd Increage 1n the battle efficiency of destroyers, and to
the reduction of time required for the necessary training opesra-
tions. Recent successful and,; in numerous c¢ages, outstandling opera-
tions of Jdegtroyers in the Atlantic are striking proof of the re-
gults of his training methods,”

Upon the commiesioning of Destroyer 3quadron EIGHTEEN in May
1943, he assumed command, with additional duty as Cormander Destroy-
ey Division THIRTY FIVE, A4fter almost a year of convoy operatilaons
in the Atlantic, he reported in April 1844 for duty with Anti-Sub-
marine Warfare Unit, Fleet Operational Training Command, U. 8. At-
lantic Fleet, Norfolk, vVirginia, and In August of that year assumed
command of that unit. For thres months, January to March 1945, he
had special duty under the Commander in Chief, U. 8. Atlantic Flect.

"Por exceptionally meritorious conduct,..as Commanding Officer
Atlantic Fleot Antl~-Submarine Warfare Unit =2nd while ssrving on
special duty under Commander in Chief, Atlantic Fleet..." he was
awarded the Legion of Merlt. Ths citation continuee in part:¥,,.
Charged with znalyzing operations of carrier task groups durlng
offensive =weeps against hostile submarines, (he) developed highly
effective operational methods and 1mproved the procedurc techniaue
of our surface vessgels for joint air-~surface attacks againqt enewny

undsrsea ¢rafts,..? t

He reported in March 1345 for duty as Commanding ¢fficer of the
Naval Proving Ground, Dahlgren, Virginias, and remalned there until
August 1946, when he was assigned to the Bureau of Naval Personnel,
Navy Department. In February 1947 he joined the U33 PASADENA, and
commanded thet cruiser until December 1547,

Following duty as €hilef of ztaff and Alde to Commander Battle-
ships Crulsers, U. 3. Atlantic Fleet, he transferred 1n March 1949
to the gtaff of Commander (ruisers, U, 3. Atlantic Fleet, to =erve
ag Chief of Jtaff, Aide and (perations (fficer untll Qctober 1849,
He was then assigned to the Armed Forces Speclal Weapons Project,
Washington, D. C., and in January 1951 beczme Deputy Chief of the
FProject., He assumed command of Destroyer Flotills THREE 1n Decem-
ber 1952 and while in that assignment served as Senlor Representa-
tive of the United States to the Unilted Nations Commanc, Mllitary
Armistice Commlssion 1n Korea. He wasg awarded an Qsk Leafl Cluster
in lieu of the Second Legion of Merit by the Department of the Army
and was cited as follows:

"For distinguishing himself...as a2 member of the Unlted Nations
Command, Military Armlstice Commissior in Korsa-from June 18 to
December ©, 1953, As Senlor Represzentative of the United States
Navy, Admiral Mendenhall's astute judgment and comprehensive gracp
of the far reaching strategle and political implications were of
great lmportance 1in developlng and cocrdinating an organlzation
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which later proved highly effective 1n supervising the Iimplementa-
tion of the armistlce agreement. He played 2 dominate role in all
matters of major policy and planning snd proffered timely and valu-
able recommendations 1n resolving multipisx 4ssues and problems.
Through careful estimation and expert analyses of Communist pro-
posals and intentions subssquent to the gigning of the armistice
agreement and brilliant guidance of supporting stzff officers, he
materially enhanced unification of sffort and progression toward
acceptance and adoptiaon of a frame work for an squitabls armlstice.
His training and sxpsrience were 2f spsclal significance in formu-
lating bacic pravisione of rules to govern shipping in the Han Ri-
ver sestuary and 1n 1instituting regulations for the operaticns of
Jolnt Observer Teame charged with supsrvising ths implementation
of the a2rmistice agreoment in that ares., Admiral Mendenhnll's
sound technlcal advise and recommendations coupled with his re-
sourcefulness and keen analytical perception were major contribu-
ting factors to the sueceseful conduct of ¢1fficult negotiations
prior to and during the critical post-ermistice perilod..."

Tn January 1954 he reported as Aseitant Chief of Naval Opera-
tione2, Chalrwman &hip Characterlstics Beard, Wacshington, D. C.,
and in July 1954 his title was changad to Director of the Fleet
Development and Maintenahce Division, gffice -of thas Chief of Waval
Operations., Ke was Compander Operational Development Force {ronm
dugugt 1956 until October 1958, when he beceme Commandant of the
Potomac River Naval Cammand, with headguarters at the Naval Gun
ractory (later Naval Wespons Plant}, Weshington, D. C. 0On August
17, 1950 he was asgigns? as Deputy Chlefl of Starff for Operations,
J2lat Staff, Commander in Chief, Unilted 3tates Fu-opoan Command.

.

Tn addition to the Leglon of Merit with 0ak Leaf Cluster (Army)
and the Commendation Ribbon, Rear Admiral Mendenhall has the Yangtze
Service Mcdsl; tmerican Defense Service Medal with Brenze "A";
American %ﬁmpaign Modal; European-African-Middle Eastern Campaign
Medal; Wpfld War II Victory Medal; National Defence Service Medal;
Korsan S=srvice Medal and " Unitoed Nations Sorvize Msdal. He also
has thé Korean ¥Prssidential Tnit Citation Badge.

His usual adéress and that of his wife, the former 3ally Russell
of Browneville, Texas, L= NN < hoes
a daughter, Margaret Harrilyn Mendenhall by a former merrisage,

W,VY ~ Office of Informaticn
Blographlies Branch
21 Septerber 1850
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