
RE,'IR A.DMIRAL WILLIAM lL MENDENHALL, JTI • , 
UNITED STATES NAVY 

Williau Kavanaugh Mendenhall, Jr., the s0n ·::i:f the late W. K, 
Mend60:h:::ll 'lnC: Mrs. ( JGJ:lnio J';l?iJl'O) Mcndonh,:,.11; W.1$ b '.lrn· )Il. Ftbtu,
:.r-y 23-; 1900, in: W::ic·;,, Tc1X!H', ·P-o ct.t!lnc1ed 3t'Jwn~villo, ;l'GXClS, 
;:rnblic schJ'.1:j.s bot'::ira ht;; oppJintr,ont t:i. th",1 U. s.. c!ov11 ·;:,.cac'!:)OY, 
Annapolis, Maryland, by the Honorable John Nance Garner in 1919, 
As a Midehipman he was a member of the wrestllng squad and the 
"Log" staff, Graduated and co=issioned Ensign 0n Ji.me 8, 1923, 
he advanced progressively in rank t0 that of Rear Admiral, t0 
date fr0m January l, 1951, 

F'Jll0wing graduation from the Naval. Acaden:.y in l':123, he 
j::iined the newly-ca=issi-::>ned battleship, USS r,1,1:rxLAf'fJ, anc ser·1ec1 
as a juni-::>r afficer on b".)erd while she ".)perated a.s a unit '.Jf Div1-
sl.0n 5, B,:ittle Fleet, He than had instruot1on in Ordnance Engi
neering at the Naval P0stgraduate school, Amiep'.l1:i.s, and in May 
1931 was '.lrdered to Asiatic stati'.ln f0r dutv in the U33 HOUSTON, 
While ab-::,ard that aruster, Flagship :Jf the C':lmnGt',det' :t,1 Chief, U, 
S, Asiatic Fleet, he C'Jt:Gtl'.Bncled the landing foI'ce guarding the 
Shanghai ( China) Light and Power Plant during the Sin:i-Japane:;e 
h".)atilities. 

Completing a three-year t0ur -::,f duty aboard the USS HOUSTON 
in June 1934, he was assigned t-::, the Bureau of ordnance, Navy De
~artment, washingt0n, D, c., where he served until May 1936, He 
then reported as Executive Officer -::,f the USS HOVEY. when detach
ed from that destr,:,yer in December 1936, he joined the Staff of 
the C,n:unander Battleship :Civlsion 2, as Flag secretary, and in 
January 1938 was transferred t0 the Stnff of Commander Battleships, 
Battle F0ree, 

Between July 1939 and February 19.!Jl he served in the Design 
Divisi0n of the Naval. Gun FaCt'Jry, Washington, D. c. Fol.I.owing 
fitting 0ut duty in the USS MEREDITH, he assumed c0mmand of that 
des tr:iyer at her C".)mmissioning, March 1, 1941. After he1' shake
d'.Jwn cru.1se, oonaucted in Atlantic waters, she ssiled, under his 
command, t0 Bermuda, BWI, in July 1941, then operated al0ng the 
Atlantic coast. She later was assigned patrol duties in the At
lantic, and while in N0rth Atlantic waters participated in the 
occupation of Iceland and the establishment -::,f the United states 
Base at Havalfordjur, Iceland, in the early peri0d or World ~ar II, 

Relieved 0f COl!llll-~nd of the MEREDITH in March 1942, he joined 
the staff of Commander DestP0yers, Atlantic Fl.eet, as Gunnery Of
ficer, For his perf'Jrmance of duty in that assignnent, he receiv
ed a Letter 0f Commend a ti0n from the Commander in Chief, U. s. 
Atlantic Fleet, with authority to vear the Commendati-:m Ribbon. 
The citation follows, in part: 
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". , • His untiring eff".>rt, outstshding ability c:rnd technical 
kn".>wledge contributed much to the development and maintenance of 
a marked increase in the battle efficiency of destroyers, snd to 
the reduction of time requirec: for the necessary training opera
tions. Recent successful and, in numerous cases, outstanding opera
tions of destroyers in the Atlantic are striking pro".>f of the re
sulte of his training methods," 

Upon the corumissioning of Destroyer Squadron EIGHTEEN in May
1943, he assumecl cormnand, with additional duty as Comr:iander Destroy
er Division THIRTY FIVE, After almost a year of convoy operationE 
in the i\ tlantic, he reported in April 1944 for duty with Anti-Sub
marine Warfare Unit, Fleet operational Training Corr.mane, u. s. At
lantic Fleet, Norfolk, Virginia, and in August of that year assur2€cl 
command of that unit. For three months, January to March 1945, he 
h2d special duty under the Commander in Chief, u. s. Atlantic Fleet. 

"For exceptionally meritorious conduct, •• as commsncing OfficGr 
Atlantic Fleet Anti-Submarine Warfare Unit and while Eerving on 
special duty under Commander in Chief, Atlantic Fleet .. ," hG wa2 
awarded the Legion of M6rit. Ths citation continues in part:" •. , 
Charged with analyzing operations of carrier task groups during 
offensive sweeps against hostile submarines, {he) developed highly 
effective operational methods and improved the procedure techniq~e
of our surface vessels for joint air-surface attacks against ene1ny 
undersea crafts, •• " 

He reported in March 1945 for duty as Comrr:anding Officer of the 
~aval Proving Ground, Dahlgren, Virginia, and remained there until 
August 1946, when he was assigned to the Bureau of Naval Personnel, 
Navy Department. In February 1947 he joined the USS PASADENA, ane 
comma~ded that cruiser until December 1947. 

Ffollowing duty a:;, ehief of staff and Ai<:'e to Commander Battle
ships cruisers, U, s. Atlantic FlGet, he transferred in March 1949 
to the staff of Commander Cruisers, U. S, Atlantic Fleet, to serve 
as Chief of staff, Aide snd operations Officer until oct'.Jber 1949, 
He, was then assigned to the Armed Forces Speci'.ll Weapons Project, 
Washington, D. c., and in January 1951 bec2me Deputy Chief of the 
Project. He assumed command of Destroy€r Flotilla THREE in Decem
ber 1952 and while in that assignment served as Senior Representa
tive of the United states to the United Nations Command, Military 
11rmistice Collllllission in Korea. He was awarded an oak Leaf Clu:=ter 
in lieu of the Second Legion of Merit by the Department of the Army 
and was cited ae foll0ws: 

11 F'.Jr distinguishing himself. •• as a member of the Uni tee Ns tions 
command, Military Armistic€ Commission in Korea~from June 18 to 
December 6, 1953. As senior Representative of the Unitecl States 
Navy, Admiral Mendenhall's astute judgment and comprehensive grasp 
of the far reaching strategic and political implicntions wer6 of 
gr6at importance in developing and coordinating an organization 
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wh ich later proved highly effective in superv ising the implementa 
tion of th6 armi ~tice agreement . He played a dominatG role in !Ill 
matters of major policy a nd planning and proffered timely a nd valu
ab l e r ec ommendation~ in resolving multiplex issues and problems. 
Through ca r e ful es timation and oxpert nnalyse & of Communist pro
posa ls and intentions subsequent to the signing of the armiEtice 
agr eement and brilliant gu1aa nc e of supporting staff officers, he 
ma t erially cmhanced unificati0n of effort and progre::aion toward 
accept anc e and adoption of a frame work for an equit3bls armisti ce. 
Hi s tra,ining and experience were of special s i gnificance in formu
lating basic provisionE of rules to gover n Ehipping in the Han Ri
ve r estuary and in instituting r egul ations for the operstions of 
Joi•nt Observer Teams charged with supervising the implementa ti on 
of the armi etice agre ement in that area. Admiral Me ndenhall 1 s 
Eound technical adv i se- a nd rec ommendat 10ns coupled with his re
sourcefulness and keen analyticnl perception were major contribu
ting factore to the successful conduct of cifficult negotiations 
prior to a nd during the critica l post-armiEtice period ••• 11 

rn January 1954 he reported as ~f citant Chief of Naval Opera
t i omi, Cha irman Ship Char .act er1.stics soardJ W~ chington , D. C., 
a nd in July 1954 his t i t:J.e was changecl to Director of the Fleet 
Development a nd Maintenapce Division, Off1Co ·of the Chi ef of Naval 
Oper3tions . He was Corrmiander oper a tional Development Force from 
August 1956 until Oc tober 1958, when he became Comm3naant of the 
potomic River Naval Command , with heD dquarters at the Na val Gun 
Factory (later Naval Wea pons Plsnt), wnsh1ngt on, D. c. On .Auguet 
17 , 1960 he wa~ ~sf{16n e-:~· o.s De puty Chie f of staff for Oper a tions , 
J0int Sta f f , Comµiander in Chief, United st;1.tes E11..,,,opoon C·::nnma nd . 

In a dclit i on to the Le gion of Merit with Oak Lsaf Clus-t:;ar (Army) 
and the C0mrn6nda tion Ribbon, Rear Admira l Me ndenhall has the Y3ngtze 
Ser vi ce Mq,d0,l; P. merican Defense service Medal wi th Bronze "A 11 

; 

Americ-9n C,ai'l.p.~i g n Me dal; Eur0pean-African - .Midd le Eas t ern ca mpaign 
Med3l; W?flcl Wa r II Vic tory Medal; Nationa l Defe n1:e Service Meda l ; 
Korean .servic e Meeal .1nd · Uni t0d Nations s ervlee Med~l. He al:: o 
has thi Korean Fre sidential Uni t Citation Badge . 

His usual a ddr e s s ancl tha t of hi s wife ,. the forme r sally Rus sell 
of Browneville~ Texa.e , :f_ g ■•••••••••••••■ He haE 
~ aaughter, Margaret Harril yn Me ndenha ll by e former marriage . 

w;:VY - Office of Infarm:1 tian 
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