
CAPTAIN WILLIAM R., LOOMIS 9 UNITED STATES NAVY 

William Ray Loomis 'ID.'l:S born in Seattlep Washington,, on October 2, 
1919,. son cf Ray Harvey· a:nd·Hazel· Marie (Gunn) Loomiso He ,attended Wash
ington State College at Pul.llnan. Prior to entering active naval service, 
he was Supervisor at Southern California Prison, Chino, California. Ap= 
pointed Ensign in the U0 s. Naval Reserve on August 28, 1942, he subse
quently advanced in rank to that of Captain, to q.ate from January 1, 1963, 
having transferred from the Naval Reserve to the Eegular Navy.on June 28, 
1946. 

Aft.er receiving his· commission in 1942,, he had training at various 
schools until May 19439 when he joined Bdll,',lbing Squadron STX as 'Engineering 
and Gtmnery Officer" As such he saw action in the Gilbert Islands on 
board the USS ENTERPRISE and in the Ryukyus.ll Wake_a.nd Ja'Pan on board the 
USS HANCOCK and is entitled to the Ribb.on forJ) with star ( in lieu of a 
second Ribbon) 7 the Navy Unit Commendation awarded the lJSS ENTERPRISE and 
USS HANCOCKo Followi:n~ the ~ssation of' hostilities :Ln August 1945 9 he 
continued duty with that squadron until October of that year,, and the 
next month became Administrative·Assistant·to. the Commanding Officer of 
the Naval Air Station,, Pensacola,, Flor:ida. 

In June 1946 he reported a.s Executive Officer of the USS BURDO and 
in May 1947 became Executive Officer of the USS GANTNER 0 He as,sumed 
command of that attack transl)ort in March 1948. Detached a month later9 

he next i:;;erved as Flag Lieutenant and Aide to Commander Amphibious Group 
THREE a..nd from July 1949 to A'Pril 1950 was a student at the General Line 
School,, Neiivport,, Rhode Island, Completing his instruction;, he served 
a.s O:ff.icer in Charge of the Co:rnma.nding Officer/Executive Officer Tactical 
Anti,-.Submarine Warfare Cours<e at the Anti=Submarine Warfare School,, San 
Diego;) California until January l952o He then had duty as Flag Secretary, 
later Assistant Chief of Staf'f for Administration, to Commander Allied 
Naval Forces;; Southern Europe (redesignated Commander Naval Striking and 
Support Forces, Southern Europe)Q 

He was Executive Officer of the USS JOHN W,, THOMASON from July 
1954- to June 1956;7 and after instruction at the Armed Forces Staff Col= 
lege, Norfolk, Vi.rginia9 was assigned in July 1956 to the 0:ff'ice o:f the 
Chief of Naval Operations,, Navy Department 9 Washington, D,, Co Be remained 
there until May 19599 when he assumed command of the USS PARSONS,. De
tached in July 1961 he had instruction at the Naval War College,, Newport, 
Rhode Island, until June 1962;; when he reported for duty in connection 
with military personnel policy in the Of:fice of the Assistant Secreta..ry 
of Defense (Manpower) 9 Washington, D,, C., In July 1964 he assumed command 
of the USS GRIDLEY (DLG=21), and in May 1965 was designated Chief of Staff 
and Aide to Commander Cruiser Dest~oyer Flotilla THREE~ 

In addition to the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon with star, Captain 
Loomis has the Asiatic=Pacif'ic Campaign Medal with three operation ;:itars, 
American Campaign Medal; World war II Victory Medal; Navy Occupation 
Service Medal9 Asia Clasp$ China Seririee Medal$ National Defense Service 
Medal$ and the Philippine Liberation RibbonQ 

https://Wake_a.nd
https://Ryukyus.ll


Ca;pt. W,; R 0 Loomis9 USN Page 2 

. Navy Office of' I:n:formation 
Internal. Relations Division ( 0I=430) 
31 August 1965 




