FIEET ADMIRAL ERNEST J. KING
UNITED STATES NAVY, DECEASED

Frnest Joseph King was born in Lorain, Ohio, on November 23, 1878,
son of Jemes ¢, and Elizabeth Keam King. He attended Lorain High School
before his appointment in 1897 to the U, S, Naval Academy, Annapolis,
Maryland, by the Honorsble Winfield Scott Kerr of Mansfield, Ohio, Rep-
regsentative from the Fourteenth District of Ohic. In July and August
1898, during the Spanish American War, he served in the grade of Naval
cadet in the USS SAN FRANCTISCO, flagship of the Northern patrol Squadron.,
Graduated with distinction in the Class of 1901, he served the two years
at sea then required by law before commissioning, and was commissioned
Ensign to rank from June 7, 1903. With subsequent promotions he attailned
the rank of Resr Admiral to date from April 26, 1933, He served asg Vice
Admiral in 1938-1939, was appointed Admiral in 1941, and Fleet Admiral
to date from December 17, 19hk,

After graduation from the Naval Academy in 1901, he served succes-
sively in the USS EAGLE, converted gunboat, engaged in the survey of
Cienfuegos, Cuba; in the USS CINCINNATI, & protected cruiser employed
in the Asiatic Fleet during the Russo-Japanese War; and in the USS
ILLINOIS, flagship of the European Squadron. Rejoining the CINCINNATI
in January 1903, he cruised in that vessel to Asiatic waters., He returned
to the United States in August 1905 for duty in the USS ALABAMA, flagship
of. the Second Division Atlantic Fleet. :

On duty at the Naval Academy from September 1906 until June 1909,
he served for two years as instructor in the Department of Ordnance and
Gunnery, and one year on the Executive Staff, He next served as Aide
on the staff of Commander, Second Division, Atlantic Fleeb (USS MINNESOTA,
flagehip), and in March 1910 was transferred to the USS NEW HAMPSHIRE,
with duty as first assistant to the Senior Engineer Officer, and from
August 1910 served as Senior Englneer Officer. From June 1911 until
June 1912 he had duty as Aide and Flag Secretary on the steff of Commander
in Chief, U, S, Atlantic Fleet (USS CONNECTICUT, flagship).

From June 1912 until April 1914k he had shore duty at the Enginecring
Experimental Station, Anmapolis, Maryland., Upon detachement he reported
%0 the destroyer TERRY for his first commend, On .July 18, 1914 he was
transferred to command of the USS CASSIN, and on August 10 was assigned
additional duty as Aide to Commander Torpedo Flotilla, Atlantic Fleet.
From June until December 1915 he had commsnd of the Sixth Division,
Torpedo Flotilla, Atlantic Fleet, with his pennant in the CASSIN, He
then served on the staff of the Second in Command, Atlantic Fleet
(Admiral H, T, Mayo, USN},

During the World War I pericd, he continued staff duty as Alde
and sSquedron Engineer Officer in the flagship ARKANSAS, and later the
USS WYOMING and USS PENNSYIVANTA, while Admiral Mayo served as Commander
in Chief, U, S, Atlentic Fleet, He was awarded the Navy Cross "For




2

Fleet Adm, E, J, King, USN, Dec. ~ . page

distinguished serviee in the line of his profegsion as Assistant Chief
of Staff for the Commender in Chief, U, 8, Atlantic Fleet, :

In the rank of Capbain, Fleet Admiral King served as Head of the
Postgraduate Department, U, 8, Naval Acadeny, from May 1919 uatil July
1921, and the succeeding year commanded the USS BRIDGE, In July 1922
he reported for duty on the staff of Commander, Submarine Flotillas,
Atlantic Fleet, =nd on November 20, 1922 asgumed command of Submarine-
Division Eleven, with additicnal duty from April 1923 as Commender, .
Submarine Division Three, From September 1923 wnbil July 1926 he had
comnand of the Submarine Base, New London, Connecticut, and Submarines
based at New London, and also served ag Naval Logpeetor of Ordnance in
- Charge, Navy Mine Depot, New London, . During that tour of duty he was
in charge of the Salvage of the Uug S3-531 which was sunk off Block Taland,
Septenber 25, 1925, He was awnrded the Distinguished Service Medal "For
exceptionally meritoricus servies 2n s duty of grest responsibility as of-
Ticer in charge of the salvaging of the USS g-51, "

On July 28, 1926 he assumsd eowmend of the alrerats tender WRIGHT,
with additionsl duty sg Senicr Aide on the staff of Gomnander, Alrerafc
Squedrons, Scouting Fleet. Detached in Janusey 1927, he reported to the
Feval Aly Statlon, Pensancols, Florida, for flight training, and was
designated Naval Avimbor #3368 on May 26, 1927. We rejolnad the WRIGHT
ln June 1927 to serve as Commanding (FFlesr unbil June 1928, When the
USS 8elt was sunk ofe Provinestown, Massschusetts, in Decenber 1927, he was
agglgned temporsry duty in eommsnd of the Gnlvage Poree thet reaiszed that
submarine, :

He waeg awarded n Jolid Star in Llisu of o second Distilngulshed Serviee
Medal for "exceptionally meritoricus service in a duty of gheat regpon-
sibility as Commanding Offledr of the Balvege Fores entrusted with the
raiging of the USH S-l sunk vy n resyilt of o eollisgion off Provineetown,
Magsachusetts, 17 Decenber 1927..." The eltabion asoibinves:  "Largely

through his untiring ensrgy effieient administration and Judieious decisions

this most diffiecult tesk, under exbremely adverse gondi%ibnsg was brought
to 8 prampt and suceeseful ecnelusion,

Alter serving ss Compendar, Alveraft Squadeong, feouting Flest, from
June 1 until August 2, 1998, he was named Assiotaat ohist of the - Hureay,
of Aeronsutices, Navy Dapbrtmsnt, Washingtor, 0, €., and served in thab
capacity from August 1928 until April 1929, He eommanded the Neval. Alp
Statlon, Norfolk, Virginia, the next yveoar, end 1in June 1930 assumed e
mand of the USS LEXINGION, vhieh he commshded for 4wo yenrs, He -completed
the senlor eourse &t the Naval Wap College, Newport, Rhode Tsland, in
April 1933, efter whish, with the zenk of Resy Admival, he served as
Chief’ of the Bureau of Aeronsutics, Newwy Depazmett, until June 1936,

During the period June 1936 until September 1937, he had duty
&8 Commander of Alveraft; Rase Foree, snd for four months thereafter was
Commander, Alveraft Seoublng Foree, with sdditicnnl duty as Commander
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Patrol Wing ONE, In January 1938 he was de51gnated Commander- Alreraft,
Battle Force, with the accompaﬂylnn renk of Viee Admiral. In August .
1939, in his permanent rank of Resr Admlral he reported for duty as

a member of ‘the General Board of the Naﬁyﬁ and in Deeember 1940 returned
to sea as COmmander Patrol Foree, U, 8..Fleet, :

On February .1, 1941 he was eesegnated<00mmander in Chief Atlantic
Fleet, to serve in the renk of Admirsl, Je was appointed Commandev in
Chief of the’ United, States Flset on.Decegber 20, 1941, and assumed com-
mand Decerniber. 30, 19Ll The dnules os Lommander in Chzef JUnited States
Fleet, and.Chief of Naval (perations, were cambined under Executive .
Order of March 12 l9lk:.‘9 and the next day he was nominsted.Chief of
Naval Operations by President '%ooseveltj and confirmed to that Office
by the Senate for a, term of four ysars from March i89 1942

By Acﬁ of Gongrese ﬁppfoved Deeember lh 19hh, the grade of Fleet
Admiral of the United Stetes Navy - the h:ghest grade in the Navy - was
established For certain officers on the active list of the Navy. The
President of the United States, on December 15, 194k, nominated, and
by and w1th the adv:ce and consent of  ‘the menﬂiey gppointed Ernest J,.

Klng a Fleet “Admiral OF the United States Nawy, Admiral King accepbed -
the- appointment and took the ooath of office on December 20, 194k, (His
confirmation by the Semate oh Agril 2, 1945, detes from Deeember 179 29kly,

EXecutlve Order 9635 tfane?ewred to the Chlef of Navel operations

the major funetionﬂ ‘of the Commender in Chief, United States Fleet, and-
the position of ! Commander In Chief, United btetes Fleet ceased to exist..

as an office’ establluhed by the Preejdent In accordance with:this Order,
Fleet Admlral King! § ‘bitle of. Commander in Chief, United BATES Fleet,

and Chief of Naval Operationqg became Chisf of Naval Operations .on Gctober
10, 1945, For dlstlngu1bhed service coneurrently as Commender in Chief
of the U, S, Fléet, and Chief’ of Waval Operations, during the World War .

II period Fleet Admlral King was awarded a Cold Star in liew of the

third Distinguished Serviee Medal with eitation in part, as follows:

" oodn his dusl capacity, (he) exercised complete- mzlitary control
of the Naval forces of the United States Wavy, Marine Corps and Coast
Gruard and dlfectEd all sctivities of these Forces An eondunction with the
U, S8, Army and our Allies o bring vietory to the United Statees, As
the United States Naval Member of the Joint Chief of Staff and the Come
bined Chiefs of Staff, he coordimated the naval streng?h of ‘this country
with all agenciles of the United States and of the Allied Nations, and
with exceptional vision, driving energy, and uncompromising devotion
to duty, he fulfilled his tremendous responsibiity of command and
direction of the greatest naval force the world has ever seen and the
simultaneous expansion of all naval facilities in the proeecutlon of
the war..,"




Fleet Adm, E. J. King, USN, Dec, - ... page b

On December 15, 1945, Fleet Admiral. King was relleved by Fleet:
Admiral Chester W, Nimitz, USN, as Chief- of Naval OP,‘ations, Nevy De-
partment, Weshington, D, C., and from that time has- EVed in an advisory
capacity in the 0ffice of the Secretary of the Namy He died at the

Naval Hospital, Portsmouth, New Hampshire, on June 25, 1956

In addition to the Navy Cross and the Dlstlnguished Serviece Medal
with two Gold Stars, Fleet Admiral King had the Spa i h: Campaign Medal;
the Sampson Medal; the Mexican Service Medal; the Vietory Medal, Atlantlc
Fleet Clasp; the American Defense Service Medal, wlth Bronze "A"; the
American Campaign Medal; the World War IT Victory Medal, and the National
Defense Service Medal,

The following Orders and Decorations have been- conferred upon Fleet
Admiral Xing by governments of foreign countries: Order of Vasco Nunez
de Balboa, Grade of Commander (Panams); Ouissam Alouite Cherifien and
Certificate (French Morocco); Naval Order of Merit with Diploma (Cuba);
"Estrella Abdon Celderon," First (lass (Ecuador); Order of Naval Merit,
Grande Oficial (Brazil); Special (lass, Order of Peo-Ting (China);

Grand Crogs of the Order of George I, with Swords (Qreece); Knight Grand
Cross of the Military Division of the Order of the Bath (Great Britain);
and Grend Officer de la Legion d'Honneur (France),

He had also been awarded the Grand Lodge Medal for Distinguished
Achlevement, by the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of the State
of New York; the Pennsylvania Society (of New York City) Gold Medal
Tor Distinguished Achlevement, and the American Leglon Distinguished
Service Medal, The follow1ng honorary degrees have been conferred upon
hims Doctor of Laws, by the College of William and Mary, Harvard
Unlversity, Northwestern University, Princeton University, and Miami
Unitversity (Oxford, Ohio); Doctor of Science.by Bowdoin College; and
Doctor of Civil Isw by Oxford University (England), He received the
Gold Medal for the Prize Essay awarded by the U, S. Naval Institute,

in 1909.
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