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Born in Craig, Missouri, John Allison Fitzgerald attended

high school in Oxnard, (alifornia and in 1927 was appointed to

the Naval Academy, where, 1n addition to his academic studies,

_was a member of the boxing team for four years. Oraduated on

June 4, 1931, he was assigned to the battleship TREXAS for three
years and in 193% had submarine training at New London, Con-

necticut.

— He was Assigtant Boxing Coach at the Naval Academy from
December 1934 until March 1935 after which he had consecutilve
duty in the submarines .32 and R-11. During 1938 and 1839 he
attended the Postgraduate School, Annapolis, Meryland and after
duty in the destroyer YARNALL was Executive Officer of the
destroyer DUPONT, 1939-1040, He was Exeuoutlve officer of the -
Uss GAR, when the Unlted States entered World War IT and subse-
quently participated in three war patrols in that gubmarine.

He was awarded the Silver Star Medal for consplcuous gallantry
dquring the First War Patrol of the GAR.

: Tn December 1942 he asgsumed command of the USS GRENADTER
which under his command, made two war patrols. During his second
patrol, as Commanding officer and vhile attempting to gain posi-
tion for an attack upon a convaoy, the GRENADTER was hit, while
submerged, by a half ton homb from a Japanese heavy bomber. After
twenty-five hours attempting unsuccessfully to effect repairs,
and being confronted by approaching patrol vessels and an armed
merchantship, her Commanding Officer gave the abandon ship”
order. All ballast tank vents and hatches were opended in order
to expedite sinking of the submarine. The survivors, including
Captain Fitzgerald, were picked up by a Japanese Navy auxiliary
vessel and made prisoners of war. Tor oubstanding services while
commanding 0fficer of the GRENADTER he was awarded the Navy
Cross and a Letter of Commendation with Ribbon and Combat "V,"

Liberated in Septewber 1945, he returned to the United States
and during 1946 was a member of the War Crimes Commissilon. He
subseqguently served as Operations Officer ror fask Group 17.9 and
submarine Sguadron 3, and was in command of submarine Division 32.
Tn September 1948 he reported as Pxecutive Officer of the Naval
Station, Key West, Florida, and in April 1951 assumed command of

the oiller PAWCATUCK.

#e had duty as Chief of the Operational Shore Establishment
and Training Unit at the Joint American Military Mission for Aid
to Turkey at Ankara from Seplember 1952 until October 1954, fol-
lowed by assignment as Divector of the Military Services Division,
Office of Naval Research, Navy Department. 1In July 1957 he was
designated Chief of Joint Plans, Programs Section, Military Asgsist-

ance Advisory Group, Spaln, at Madrid.
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CAPTATN JOHN A. PITZGERALD, U. S. NAVY

PERSONAL DATA

Bducation: Oxnard High School, Oxnard, California; uU. 3. Naval
Academy, Annapolis, Maryland (B3, 1931); A.A, Gunnery School

- (1931); Submarine School, New London, Conn. (1.934); Naval
Postgraduate School, Annapolls {General Line Course, 1939);
PCO School, New London (1946) :

PROMOTTONS

Enlisted Service, 6/26/26 - 6/29/27
commissioned Ensign, 6/4/31 ‘
Lisutenant (jg), 6/4/34

Lieutenant, 7/1/39

Lt. Commander, 1/15/42

commander, 9/7/4%5

Captain, to date from 7/1/50

DECORATTONS AND MEDALS

Navy Croas
gilver Star Medal
commendation Ribbon, with Combat Hyt

Purple Heart Medal ‘ ‘ '
American Defense Service Medal; American (Campaign Medal:; Asiatic-

Pacific Campailgn Medal; World War IT Victory Medal; National
Defense Service Medal

oTTATTONS (1isted by date of actlon)

g1lver Star Medal: "For conspicuous gallantry and intropidity as
Assistant Approach Officer of the USS GAR during her First War
Patrol against enemy forces in Japanese—controlled waters from
February 2 to March 28, 1942, Displaying excellent judgment and
thorough knowledge of attack procedures, Commander Fitzgerald
rendered invaluable asaistance o his commanding officer in con-
ducting successful attacks which resulted in the sinking of more
than 10,000 tons of enemy shipping..." _

tetter of Commendation (Ribbon): "For meritorious conduct in
actlion as Commanding officer of the USS GRENADIER durlng the
1 Fth Wer Patrol of that vessel from 1 January 1943 to 20




papt. J. A, Fitzgerald, USN

February 1943, With great daring and herolc actions the Com-
manding Officer launched well-planned gun and torpedo attacks
which resulted in the sinking and damaging of five enemy vessels,
totalling 15,310 tons. He skillfully evaded enemy counter-~ :
measures, and brought his ship safely back to port,.."

Navy Cross: "For extraordinary herolsm as Commanding Officer of
the USS GRENADTER during her Sixth War Patrol in enemy Japanese-
controlled waters from April =i to 23, 194%; and as g Prisoner-
of-War in a Japanese Military Prison from April 23, 1943, to
September 2, 1945. When an enemy plane bowbed his qubmarine,
Commander Fitzgerald fought courageously for twenty-two hours. to
save his fatally damaged ship, Skillfully countering reneved
enemy attacks, he mustered all remalning fire power for the
probable destruction of a hostile aireraft before Japanese surface
forces moved in for the ki11ll. Coolly mustering the entire crew,
he sent them over the side as the GRENADIER was scuttled.
Unflinchingly withstanding the cruelties of his capters in varlous
Japanese prigon camps for two years and five months thereafter,

he inspired his gallant crevw to endure the rigors of their lot..."

CHRONOLOGTCAL TRANSCRIPT OF SERVICE

Jul 1931 - Aug 1931 TUSS COLORADO (A.A. Gunnery School)
Aug 1931 - Jun 1934 UBS TEXAS (F Division J.0, M Division J.0.)
Jun 1934 - Dec 1934 Submarine School, New London, Conn.
Dec 1934 - Mar 1935 Assistant Boxing Coach, U. 8, Naval Academy
Apr 19%5 - Dec 1937 USS S-32 (Communication Off. Commlssary Off.
_ and Engineering Off.) '
Dec 1937 - Jun 1938 USS R-11 (Engineering 0fficer)
Jun 1938 - Sep 1939 P.G. School, Annapolis, (General Line Course)
Sep 1939 - Oct 1939 USS YARNALL (Engineering Officer)
Oct 19%9 - Dec 1940 USS DUPONT (Executive oOfficer)
Dec 1040 - Dec 1042 USS GAR (Executive Officer)
Dec 1942 - Apr 1943 USS GRENADIER ( Commanding Oofficer)
Apr 1943 - Sep 1945 Prisoner of War ( Japan)
Sep 1945 - Jan 1946 Rehabilitation Leave
Jan 1946 - Feb 1946 Temporary duty SubAd., M.T.
Mar 1946 - May 1946 P,C.0. School, New London, Conn.
May :1946 - Aug 1946 Duty with War Crimes Commission
Aug 1946 - Sep 1947 Operatlons Officer for Task Group 17.9 &
2 Subron 3 '
Sep 1947 - Aug 1948 Commander Submarine Division 52 .
Sep 1048 - Apr 1051 . Executive Offlcer Naval Station, Key West, "
. Florida
Apr 1951 - Aug 1952 (O, USS PAWCATUUK
Sep 1952 - Oct 1954 Chief Cperational Shore Establishment &
_ Training Unit, Joint Amerilcan Military
Mission For Ald to Turkey
Dec 1954 - , Director Military Services Division, Office.
of Naval Research :

NAVY - Bilographies Branch, 01-450 2 June 1958






