CAPTAIN MILES R, FINIEY, JR,., UNTTED STATES NAVY

Miles Rush Finley, Jr., was born In New Orleans, Loulsiana, on
May 17, 1921, son of Commander Miles R. Finley, SC, USN, Retlred and
Mrs,. (Marie Davis) Finley. During the period June 1938 to July 1939
he was. an enlisted reeruit in the U. 5, Naval Reserve.and in 1939 entered
the U, 8, Naval Academy, Amnapolis, Maryland, on appointment at large.
Gradusted with the Class of 1943, on June 19; 19L2 (course of ‘instruction
reduced to three years due to World War IT) and commissioned Ensign, he
subsequently advanced in rank to that of Captain, to date from July 1,

1962,

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 19k, he Jjoined the
USs MONTGOMERY to serve as a Jjunlor offilcer in vaerlous departments and
in Mey 194k became Executive Officer of that minelayer, He is entitled
to the Ribbon for, and & facsimile of the Navy Unit Combendation awarded
Task Unit 32.9.3 of which the USS MONTGOMERY was a part. The -eitatlon

follows in pari: .

"For owbstanding heroism in aetlon agalnst enemy Japanese forces -
at Angeur Islands, Peleliu, and Kossol Passage from Sephenber 12 to 15,
194k, Prior tc and during thE“amphibiouS'aséault against the Palau
Islands, Task Unit 32.9.3 boldly'conducﬁed*comb@%ﬁminesweeping operations
to permit the safe approach of vessels to the bombardment area and land-
ing beaches and to make possible the establishment of s Fleet Anchorage
at Kossol Passage. Mansuvering thtough the heavily mined entrances and
navigable channels in this passage, these gallant ships swept aid destroyed.
one hundred and sixteen mines off the landing beaches In the passage,
despite extremely heavy losses of -equiphent from enemy patteries. By
the couragsous,dE%erminatiOn‘and'the guperb ‘teamwork of the officers and
men who manned these ships; Task Unlt 32.9.3 was instrumental in-@eRing
safe the early use of the Kossol Passage as & Fleet and Seaplane Archor-

age..."

Detached from the MONTGOMERY in October 1944, he next attended the.
Gurmery School, Washington, D, C., and in April 1945 reported as Guunery
Officer on board the USS FARRAGUT, In HNovember of that year he joined.
the USS JOHBN R, CRAIG as Fxecutive Officer ané -Nevigator and in October
1947 assumed command of the USs MUNSER, He served as an Instructor with
the Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps Unit, University of Missourl
at Columbim, from October 1948 until May 1950, then returned to dulty
afloat as Commanding Officer of the USS SHIELDS. Under his command that
destroyer operated in the Korean area of hostilities, During the period
April 1952 to December 1954 he was Training Officer and Operations Officer
with the West Coast. Sensr Training Squadron; after which he had instruc-
tion at the Industrial College of the Armed Forces, Washingtong D. Co

In July 1958 he assumed command of the Uss BROWN, Detached from
that destroyer in June 1960, he next served as Staff Officer and Military
Assistant to the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Manpowef), Washington, D. C.
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He remained thers until July 1962 -and in-September of that year begame
Commander Degtroyer Divigion SEVENTY-TWO. ‘Returning to the Industrial
College of the Armed ForTes, he served as Executlve officer until Mapeh .
196h and thes next month reported as Chief of Staff and Ajde to Commander
Cruiser-Destroyer Flotilla TEN, In July 1965 he was assigned duty on the
ataff of the Commander in Chief, Atlantic Fleet. ,

' In addition to the Navy Unit Commendatbion Ribbony Captain Finley
has the American Defense Sexviee Medal with stars American Campaign
Medals Asiamtic-Pacifie Campaign Medal with three operation stars; World
War II Viectory Medalg China Serviee Medals Navy Oceupation Serviee Medal,
Agia Claspy National Defense Serviee Medal; Korean Service Medals and
the United Nabions Serviee Medal, He also has the Korean Presidential
it Gitation Badge. : T :

. Captain Finley is a member of the'Naval'Institﬁteg'National Gec=
graphic Society and the Naval-Academy Alumni and Athletic Assgociations,
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