CAPTAIN REID P, FIALA, U, 8. NAVY

Reid Puryear Fiala was born in Brooklyn, New York, on January 14,
1909, son of Anthony and Mary Clare (Puryear) Fisla., He attended Manual
Training High School in Brooklyn and William Leonsrd Preparatory School in
New York, and entered the U. S. Naval Academy on appointment from New York
on July 19, 1927, As a Midehipman he participated in Track and Crosg Coun-
try, was At Editor of the Academy "Log,Y and was a member of the Trident
literary Society. He was graduabed with the degrec of Bachelor of Sclence
and commigsioned Engign in the U. 5. Mavy on June 5, 1931, and through sgub-
sequent advancement atlained the rank of Captain, to date from July 1, 1950.

After graduation from the Naval fAcadeny in June 1931, he was assigned
to the USS PENNSYIVANIA, and for two years served as a junior officer on
board that battleship, Flagship of the Commander in Chief, U, 8. Fleet. He
hal destroyoy duty the next five years, serving successively in the USS
CHANDLER and. USS: TREVER, units of Destroyers, Batile Force, the last two ds
Gunnery Officer of the TREVER. In June 1938 he returned to the Naval Acad-
ety fTor a tour of duly as an instructor in the Department of Mathematics,
and in June 1940 was ordered to the USS GOLDSBOROUGH, then out of commig-
sion in Fhiladelphia. That destroyer was reconverted to a small geaplane
tender and commissioned as AVD-5 on July 12, 1940, ‘

He continued service in the USS GOIDSBORCUGH. after the outbreak of -
World War IT in December 1941, until the fall of 1943. “While ke wms aboard
she served as tender for Patrol Wing 7 in +he North Atlantic, ag a convoy
escort in the Iceland Area, prior %o the war, and after the Japanese attack
on the Fleet at Pearl Havbor she wag sent south, serving as a floating base
for Patrol Wing 3, and operating around the Galapagos Islands, on the weat
coash of South America and in the Caribbean. OCaptain Fiala assumed command
of the GOLDSBORCUGH early in 1943 and served as her Commanding Officer when
she escorted the large new seaplane. tender ALBEMARLE from Norfolk, Virginia,
%o Recife, Brazil, and return in Sepbember of that year..

Transferred to command of the USS REMEY (DD-699), he participated in
aumerous operations in the Pacific during 1944 and 1945, after commissioning
that degtroyer on Sepltember 30, 1943, Under his command, the REMEY took
part in the occcupation of Kwajaleln and Majuro Atolls, the capture and occu-
pation of Salpan, Tinian and the Southern Palsu Islands, the Leyte landings,
Luzon atbacks, Mindoro and Lingayen Galf iandings, the asgsault ahd ocoupa-
tion of Iwo Jima, and FIFTH Fleet raids against Honshu and Nansel Shoto, abd
in gupport of the Okinawa Gunto operation, and others. c

He was awarded the Navy Orogs and the Dronze Sbae Medal for heroic
service while serving as Commanding Officer of the USS REMEY. The citations

follow, in parts

Navy Cross: "For extraordinary heroism as Commanding Cfficer of the
088 REMEY in action againgt mgjor units of the enemy Japanese Fleet during
the Balbtle of Surigao Strait, FThilippine Islands, October 24, and 25, 1944.
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w _. Within United States Destroyer units deployed l.. . flanking maneuver as
tactically disposed PT boats opened fire on a formidable column of Japanese.
battleghips, cruisers and destroyers advancing under cover of darkness to-
vards our waiting forces, Commander Fiala placed the REMEY in an advantageous
striking position with close range of the enemy force. Although silhouvetted
by the illuminating glare of star shells and under fire, he launched hig tor-
pedoes with precise timing in the first sudlden coordinated attack, surprised
the enemy and rendered him vulnerable to the ‘smashing blows of our heavy Na-
val units, Subsequently retiring without damage from the furious engagements
which resulted in the sinking of two Japanese battleships and three destroy-
ers before effective vebturn fire could be brought to bear upon our Tasgk Force,
Commgnler Fiala, by his forceful leadership, professional ability and deter-
mination in the face of tremendous odds, contributed materially to the deci-
sive defeat of the enemy forcees."

Bronze Star Medal: UFor heroic achievement as Commanding Officer of
s Close-in Fire Support Ship in action againet enemy Japanese forces at Sail-
pan Island on June 14-15, 1944. Operating under difficult navigational con-
ditions and in the face of repeated heavy enemy gunfire, (he) skillfully
maneuvered hias ship through dangerous waters and effectively directed accu-
rate, concentrated fire against hostile shore batteries, contributing essen-
tially to the success of our forces in the accomplishment of a vital mission
oeofand) was a congbant inspiraticn to the men under bis command .. » ¥

Captain (then Commander) Fiala commissioned the USS HARWOOD (DD-761)
on September 28, 1945, and assumed command of ‘that destroyer at San Pedro,
California, and after her shakedown -took her to the China Sea - Yellow Sea
ares for oceupation duty. He remsined in cézmand wntil the fell of 1945,
when he returned to the Naval Academy for duty as an ingtructor, and later
se Exeoutive Officer in the Department of Mathemstics. Detached in June
1949, he served as Commender Destroyer Division 602 for a year, then repor-
ted to Headquarters of the Commander in Chief, U. 8. Atlantie Fleet, for duby
on the Staff, '

On July 5, 1952, he wss ordered detached for instruction at the Naval
War College, Newporbt, Rhode Island, and upon graduation in June of the next
year, he aggumed command of the USS BOTTINEAU (APA-235). He complatéd that
assignment in May 1954, then had a tour of duty at the Armed Forces Staff Col-
lege, Norfolk, Virginia. On November 23, 1956, he was ordered to command
Destroyer Squadron 15, and a year later was detached to serve with the Joint
Staff of Commsnder in Chief, United Nations Command,,and Commander U, 8% For-

ceg, Korea.

Tn addition to the Navy Cross and the Bronze Star Medal with Gombat
W, " Captain Fiala has the American Defense Service Medal with Bronze "AM;
the American Campaign Medal; Asiatic-FPrcific Campalgn Medal with eight oper-
ation stara; the World War II Victory Medal; Navy Occunation Service Madal,
Asia Clasp; China Service Modal (extended); Hationol Defense Yervles Hedol;
and the Philippine ILiberation Ribbon.
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Captain Fiala is a membsr of the American Mathematical Society.
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