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 JACHINTST EDWARD WILLI&M FORSTER, '+’

 UNTTED STATES NAVY, DEGEASED

- Eaward William Forster was born in Jersey Oity, New Jerscy,
October 8, 1884, and dled Aagust 10,.1942 as the result of wounds
régelved the day béfore when the USS VINCENNES in which he was serv-
‘ing wae attacked and finally went down 1p the Battle of the Solomon
Telands, The USY FORSTER, destrayer ggoort (DE-334) was s0 named
in his ‘honor, and wag commisaloned 1n the U.8, Navy in January, 1944,

He,enlisted“in the Uﬁited Statas Navy at Norfolk, Virginia on
bugust 25, 1919, and had continuous service, having reenlisted in the
. Navy seoven timeg. - He wWas warranted Machinigt to date £#om Juno 26,
1942, - . o - _ e

Joining tho oruiser VINCENNES on August 17, 1940, that vosscl

.. was on patrol duty in the Atlantie,  from Icelgnd to the Qaribbean,

"and thefday'Pearl‘Harbor'was'attacked, Docember 7, 1941, VINCENNLS
wa8-ab Cape Town, Union of South Africa. The ship was lmmedlately

. ordered to proceed in convoy to aAustralila. Her first engagement with

the enemy was An May, 1942, Batlle of Midway, when she came. under alr
attack and shot down a plane 100 yards short of the ship's bow, - Hep
gunners were oredited with shoGting down three more alroraft in that

. engagement,

A gallant attempt to prevent superior Japanese foroes Lrom ene

. dangering-Amerloan positions on Guadalganal, in the first Battle ofl -

‘savo Island, cost the VINCENNES her 1life on August 9, 194%. The

heavy cruiser was virtually shot to pleces as Japanese gurface ships

- sent 57 known shell hits and one torpedo into her hull and supele .
structure. - In the furious action that followed throughout the nilght,

" at 2:50 a.m,, she capsized to' port and went down in 500 fathoms of

- water, taking with her two other heavy crulsers of the game bask
_group. a | | N S
. .7 Machinist Forster was awarded the Purple Heart Medal posthumously.
He had the Good Conduct Medal with three bars for enlisted service,
and was -enbitled to the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp;
Asiatié«pacific Campaign Medaly and World War Il Vietory Medal.
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