ISTORY Biypsuy

‘ Paul Foley, Jr. was born in Annapolis, Maryland, on September
12, 1908, son of Mrs. (Josephine Friances Drake) Foley and the late
Captain Paul Foley, USN (Retired). He attended Irving School, Tarry-
town-On~Hudson, New York, prior to Mis appointment to the U. 8.

Naval Academy, Annapolis, Marylend, from the First District of South
Carolilna in 1925, As a Midshlpman He was on the Plebe swimming

" team, was a member of the Trident Soclety and was Managing Editor

of the "Log." Graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 8, 1929,

He subsequently advanced in rank, attaining that of Captain, to

date from March 30, 1945,

‘ Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1929, he re-
ported on board the USS SARATOGA and in September 1930 was detached
for flight training at the Naval Alr Station, Pensacola, Florida,
Designated Naval Aviator on August 5, 1931, he next served with-
Pighting Squadron SIX, attached to the USS SARATOGA, and in May 1934
transferred to Patrol Squadron ONE, based at Pearl Harbor. Territory
of Hawail, From June 1937 until May 1940 he served with Crulser-
Jcouting Squadron FOUR, operating from the USS HOUSTON and lacver

the USS NORTHAMPTON. While on board the HOUSTON he participated

in the Presidential Cruises in 19%8 and 1939 to Clipperton, Gala-
pagos, Cocos, 01ld Providence Island, Silver Cay, Guadalupe, 3t,
Kitts, Nevis, Virgin Islands, and also in 1939 the Secretary of
Navy's crulse to the Bahamas.

In June 1940 he joined Patrol Squadron ¥PORT"Y-ONE, based at
Seattle, Washington., In that assignment he necle various flights
to Alaska (Dutch Harbor, Kodiak, Sitka, etc., 1940-1942) and in
October 1941 became Executive OFfficer of thac scuadron, He had tem-
porary duty in connection with Y4-engine training,attached to Patrol
squadron THIRTEEN,at San.Dlego, Califormia, during the perilod Decem-
ber 1941 until February 1942, after which he rejoined Patrol Squad-
ron FORTY-ONE at Tongue Point, Oregon. That squadron was engaged
in antisubmarine patrols attached to the Northwest Sea Frontier
{(Northwest Sector§ In April 1942 he assumed command of Patrol

Squadron FORTY ONE,

In May 1942 Patrol Squadron FORTY-ON&, under his command,
shifted its base to Dutch Harbor, Alaska, in antilcipation of Japanese
Attacks on Dutch Harbor, He agsumed further duty as Advance. Staff
Operations Officer of Patrol Wing FOUR for all operations west of
Cold Bay. He conducted war patrols with PBY-5s3 and PBY-5As of Pat-
rol Wing FOUR (later Fleet Air Wing FOUR) in the Alaskan Sector,
and in June 1942 was present during the Japanese attacks on Dutch
Harbor, He led his squadron in support of shore bombardment, by
Task Force EIGHT, of Japanese installations at Kiska Island, and
subsequently based at Cold Bay, Alaska, he ponducted antisubmarine

patrols as far west as Attu,

He was relieved of his secondary duty in September 1942 and
ln November assumed additional service as Senior Patrol Wing FOUR
Aviator at Adak to coordindte antisubmarine and anti-shipping
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patrols from that base and particilpated in the prelimlnary survey
operations of Amchitka. He was detached from command of Patrol
Squadron FORTY-ONE 1n December 1942 and ordered to return to the
United States, ¥For outstanding seprvices in the Alaska ares he was
awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Combat "V," and the Legion of

Merit. The cltations follow in part:

Bronze Star Medal: "For meritorious achlevement as Commander
Patrol Squadron FORTY-ONE and as Advance 3taff Operations Officer
of Commandsr Patrol Wing FOUR, during the Japanese aerial attack on
Dutch Harbor, Alaska, June % and 4, 1942,..(He) contributed material-
1y to the success of the Navy Patrol plane scouting and bombing '

operatlons toward preventing the enemy from geccomplishing the

{mmediate objectives in this area...

j Legilon of Merit: '"For exceptionally meritorious conduct,.,
a8 Commander of & patrol plane squadron 1n action against enemy
Japanese forces, and later as Fleet Air Wing FOUR advance 3taff
Operations Officer at Dubtch Harbor, and as Senior Naval Aviator

at Adak, during the Aleutian Islanud Campaign frcm June 15 to
December 21, 1942, In additlon to leading his squadron on two
hazardous night formation flights in weather which required instru-
ment - flyling, Llieubtenant Commander Foley alsc c¢irected the destails
of the complicated schedule of flights supporting the movements of
surface forces with skill and daring. At Adalk, despite the severe
winter weather, inadequate basing and lack or facilities, he suc-
ceeded in carrying out scheduled operations..."

In January 1943 he was assigned to the Military Requirements
PDivision, Buresau of Aesronautlcs, Navy Department, Washington, D. C.,
and in July of that year became Deputy Dlrector of that division,

In that capacity he handled all Navy multi-engine aircraft, elect-
ronics, antisubmarine warfare and alr-sea rescus actlvities., Whilie
thoere he was also a member of the Munltions Assignment Committee
(Atr),(Sub-Commlttee on Alrcraft and Installations) and the Joint
Chiefs of Staff Committee on Air-Sea Rescuse, '

He remained in the Bureau of Aeronautics until May 1945, when
he joilned the staff of Commander Alr Support Control Units, Pacific
at Pearl Harbor, T. H. In that assignment he travelled sxtensively
in the Western Pacific in connection with air support activities,
Ho was present at Okinawa in June 1945 and thence in the Philippines
and Marisnag, Later that month he became Commander Alr Support
Control Unit #4, engaged in planning Operation OLYMPIC and in
briefing Headgquarters SIXTH Army and officers of the FORTIETH In-
fantry, FIRST Cavalry, FORTY-THIRD Infantry and Headquarters IX
Corps 1ln Navy Air Support Tactics. He was controlling the air sup-
port (by North Pacific escort carriers) for the occupation of
Aomorl, Ominato, Hakodate and Otaru, Japan and the remainder of the

Island of Hokkaido.

Between February and November 1946 he was Deputy Air Opera-
tiong Officer for Operation CROSSROADS, Join% Task Force ONE, As
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%uch he participated 1n the Atomic Tests ABLE and BAKER at Bikini
Atoll for which he recelved a Letter of Commendation, with aubhoriza-
tion to wear the Commendatlon Ribbon, from the Secretary of Navy.

The citation follows in part:

2 "Por outstanding service as Deputy Steff Alr Operations Office
prficer, Joint Task Force ONE, during Operation CROSSROADS, from
February 20 to August 15, 1946, Captain Foley trained a mixed
btaff in Navy procedures, advised the Alr Operatlons Officer in
Navy matters and actlvely directed the operation of the Combat In-
Formation Center in the test area on Rehsarsal and Test Days. In
developing an Air Plan understandable to Army and Navy air, sur-
face perdonnel and scientific groups, he detecrmined, screened
coordinated and translated the 1ndiV1dua1 tasis for the Navy Alr
Task Units into a simple, workable plan of opevation and, in ad-
dition, simultaneously developed the basic coneent of, and pre-
pared the Alr Communication Plan. Following tne completion of the
dtomic bomb tests, he planned the policies f¢r the disposition of
the Naval Air Task Units and remained aboard the Flagship as the
Staff Ailr Representative when the remainder of the Staff was flown
to Washington. By his initiative, professional knowledge and de-
termined efforts, Capbtain Foley contributed materially to the suc-
cess of Operatlion CROSSROADS.

1
! In October 1946 he joined the staff of Commander Second Task
Fleet as Aviation Officer and in September 1947 returned to the
Bureau of Aeronautics to serve as Depubty Director of the Maintenance
Division. He remained there until July 1950, after which he
attended the course in strategy and tactlics et the Naval War Co.llege,
Newport, Rhode Island. From January 1951 until May 1952 he had

duty as Operations and Plans Officer on the staff of Commander
SIXTH Fleet, fcllowed by instruction at the Damage Control School
and the Fleet Sonar School, Key West. Florida.

He became Commanding Officer of the USS MINDORO 1n June 1952,
and In June 1953 was detached for duty on the staff at the Naval
War College, Newport, Rhode Island, as Head Command and Staff De-~
partment, While at the College he was awarded a Certificate of
Completion of the two-year course in Naval Warfare. On May 28, 1955
he assumed command of the USS BENNINGTON, his present assignment

In addition to the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal with
Combat "V," and the Commendation Ribbon, Captain Foley has the
Amcrican Defenqe Service Medal; Amerlcan Campnign Medal; Asiatic—
Pacific Campaign Medal; World'War 1T Victory Medal; Navy Occupation
Service Medal, Asla Clasp; the Natlonal Defense Service Medal; and

the Phnllppine Liberation Ribbon,






