NAVAL HISTORY DAVISION

COMMANDER CLAUDE M. FLIGG, UNITED STATES NAVY

oy Commander Fligg was born on September 27 1904, at Hood River,
liOregon He attended the Dalles (oregon} High school and recelved
~his Bachelor of Sclence Degree in Aeronautical Enginnering from the
.1University of weshington, Seattle, Washington in-June 1930, He w&s
'_vgraduated from the Naval Resgerve Officers‘ Tyaining Corps Unit ot
“the University’ of Washington, in . June 1931, and was commissioned &n
. Bhsign in the Naval Reserve on June 18, 1931. " Called to active

.~ duty on August 9, 1941 he. served 1n the Naval Reserve until oo=tember
27, 1946, at which time he accepted an appointment as permanent ,
_WLieutenant and temporary Commander in the Regular Novy.

d to active duty in 1941 Commsnder Fligg

From 1935 until calle
rving wyith Organized RESErVE

ves a member of .the Organized Reserve se
Divigions in ‘geattle, Washington. {8gcond. Division) 1935; Worfoll

Yirginia (Fifth.Division) 1935~1937; Nevport News, Virginia (Slxth
Dpivision) 1937- 1938 and- Santa Bsrbara, Californin (3ixth Division)

1938~ -1940.

g for active duty An August 19&1 Commander Fligg
85 ¥YMS 13 ‘until 1943, when he trons-
mander. Mine Division SEVENTEEN, as

oli3 and October 1944, he served

Upon reportin
commanded the Uss. LIMPKIN and_U

ferred to duty on the staff of

Ohief Staff. Officer. Between i :

. a8 Operations officer and. Chief _ff”Officer on the staff of Gom-

- mander. Eacort Sweeper Group, E”GHTH Fleet, ‘and for gservices in thisg
ossignment was. aWarded ‘the - Legion of Merit snd dited as follows:

_LEGION OF MERIT. (Wlth Combat "v") -
"For exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performince of
foutstending gervices. as a8s gtant to a Mine D1v1sion Commander
and subsequently as Chief Staff Officer of" the Escort SweeDET
Group, EIGHTH Fleet during &, perlod of elmost continual of-
fensive operetions against the enemy in the Centrol Meditciw

ranean from April 1943 10 October 1944

"Ineutenant Oommender Fligg, with great professional sikili
and dlrected the training

“and resourcefulness,'sbly ‘planned

_and outfitting of mlnesweeper groups prior to the invasions

. of Steily and Salerno. Subsequently, as Chief Staff officer

: f the. Escort Sweeper Groﬁ' he Sucoessfully developed such
an efficient system of progressive meintensnce and repalr

__fer apips of the Group that despite the exacting and cons-
-tent operetionel demends of the follow up phase of the nzio
R dings,. a high state . of personnel and material readinces

Al _aintained at all times: BY his initiative and unvemit-
t Tg;efforts, he was largely responsible’ for the ability
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LEGION OF MERIT: (Cont'd)
of the Escort Sweeper Group to fulfill completely an

-extenslve and. strenuous operating gchedule, and to
‘caryry out successfully 1ts assigned missions during
the 1nva3ion of Southern,Frence

“The extraordinary ability sound judgment and out-
standing devotlon to duty displayed by Lieutenant Com-
mander Fligg reflected great credit upon himself and
'the NsVal Service. o

' During the early part of 1945 Commander Fligg commanded

= _Mine Squadron ONE HUNDRED AND FOUR, operating in the Western Caro-

. lines, and during the remaining part of that year and untll 1946

- 'served as Assistant Operations officer on the staff of Commander,
_j;Minecreft Pacific Fleet, receiving the Bronzeé gtar Medal and @
Gold Star in lieu of a Second Bronze gtar Medal for services in

;e above assignment with the following clitations:

- faQBRONZE STAR MEDAL (With Combat"V ) :

o ~”¢qitorious achievement in connection with operatians_
3t 1he=enemy, “while serving 85 Assistant Operatioos
S fstngetor of" the Commander ‘Minecraft,
from 10 June 1945 throuzh
“in Minesweeping and Min-
enalyticel zpproﬁch

deta: s'so necessary to stag-
‘m weeping operations in ‘the open
'_He'hes'contributed greetly ‘to the
by his. initiative and’ diligence in
_the ef ency'of the Operetions Department oi
ommand. - The csre “and perserverence witH which the
arious. plans were €Xe uted, in spite of interruptlons by
.T__;her,_meterial'feilures, and imminence ‘of enemy
-_attack, were a reel echievement. '

_in lleu of a Second BRONZE STAR MEDAL:

torious service in connectlon with mineswecpln

ns in the Western pPatific while serving as Ag=

Qperations officer on the Staff of Commander Mine-

.8, Pacific Fleet, from 1 September 1945 to 7

1946. During thls period a large number of sweeb

fwere-OrganiZed and operated in the mined areas and

-of the Japanese Empire. His gxperience, ability,

otion to duty in the complex work of arganizing znd

ng r c8e .8 oups contributed greotly to baw Lue-
g -were conducted to clear the ';‘
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o GOLD STAR in lieu of a Sacond PRONYE STAR MFDAT.: f(‘nnt'd)
L LI the ports Wf, the Japanese. Empire for the safe

B A -___'Unlted States Occupation Forces and Allled ,
i g5} ing._ His. outstanding performance of duty in a res-
P 1e. pos;tion yag at all times: in keeping with the
hlgheat traditlons of the United States Naval Service."

i’

i - 9op ) flgg reported as. Commanding
";,_;.'._-Offlcer ‘and Execu . of the USS PHILADELPHIA and upsn de-

‘- tachment. f:om the P ILAD, HIA in February 1947 had six months
: ‘ .Damage Control_School Philadelphlia, Penn~
of his ins ruction he transferrbd to the

' 9, 1938 was ordered to

_of_Merit and ‘the Bronze Star Ledael

"1 gg has the Naval Reserve Medal; the
 entit1ed to &merleandrea Cam-
le Eastern ‘Ares Campaifn hedal






