REAR ADMTRAL WILLIAM B, FLETCHER
UNTIED STATES NAVY, DECEAGFD

William Bartlett Flelcher was born in St, Albaas, Vermont, on

~5fJanuary 7 1862, son of John Bartlett and touisa Ballard (Willlame)

Fletcher. He attended junior schoole and the Agademy 1n 3t, Albans,
prior to his appolntment to the U. 8., Naval Academy, Annapoils,
Mavyland, from the Third District of his native state in 1877, He
sompleted the four year course there on June 10, 1882, and served
the two years at sea, as then required by law, in the U8S HARTFORD,
pefore he was commissioned Ehsign on July 1, 1884, He subsequently
progresged in rank to that of Captain, to date from May 19, 1911,
He gerved in the temporary rank of Rear Admiral from August 31,
1917 until hig yetirement, Decopber %1, 1921, Retired in his por-
sanent rank of Captain, he wag advanced ©0 Roar Admiral on the Re-
tired List, bto date from June 21, 1930,

Tn August 188% ne reported on poard the USS PORTEMOUTH, opera-
ting with the Twairing Sguadron, Atlantic, Detached from that
training ship in Moy 1886, he had duty with the Coast furvey, in
the schooner EAGRE and the steamors ENDEAVOR and GEDNEYL, and from
Decomper 1887 to Nay 1889 was Inspector of Stesl, New (rulsers,
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania., He nexi had consecusive servise in the
USS ADAMS, at Samca; the U3S RANGER, operating along the west coast
of Contral America, and the Fish Commission's Stocamer ATBATROSS, 1In
vhich he partiﬁipated'in the survey for a gubmarine cable between
the Unitted 8tates and Hawail and in addition made the fivet SUPVEYS
in the harbors and other waters of Alaska,

e had duty at the Navy Yard, New York, New York, between
January and May 1893, when he joined the USS3 SARATOGA, Public Marine
Schooel, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Ih August 1895 he reported on
board the USS ATLANTA, and a month later was detached to serve in
the USS AILIANCE, He transferred to the USS VICKSBURG 1n January
1898, and in April of that year, yas assigned to the USS MASBACHU-
SETTS which operated with Admiral Sampgon's squadron during the
Spanlsh American War, participating in several engagementeg, inelud-
ing the bombardments of Santiago on May 31, and June 6, 1808,

Tn October 1898 he became Inspector of Ordnance at Lynn, Mas-
sachusetts, where he remained until April 1900, Ordered to Asiatic
Station, he had consecutive duty as Navigator of the USS CONGORD,
Bxecutive Officer of the USS CASTINE and Gommanding Officer of the
USS QUIROS, all oporating in the Philippine waters, Detached from
command of the latiter in August 1902, he was agsigned in Octobeyr of
thit year to the staff of the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode
Tsland. '

Tn August 1904 he joined the UYss KENTUCKY as Navigator and in
December of that year, becams Executive Qfficor of that battleship.
Detached From the KENTUCKY in July 1905, he reported in September
ae Nasistant to the Inspeetor of the Second Light House District,
with headquarters in Beston, Massachusetts, He was agaln asgigned
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B 1. Naval War Oollege, October 1905 until November 1912, inter-
sporsoed with command of tho USS BIRMINGHANM (0ctober 1909~Junc 1911).
Ho next commanded the USS MONTANA, Under his command that armored
cruiser operated on the Bast Coast with the Atlantic Fleet until
sarly in 1910 when she eailed For the Near Fast to investigate and
guarantce the safety of American citizens, She called at Alexandrle
Beirut, and other ports of Asia Minor, In May 1913 he transferred
to the USS KANBA3, which he commanded until ordered to return to the

Unitcd Stated.

In June 1914 he reported for ingtruction at the Naval War Cou-
lege, Newpord, Rhode Teland, and upon completing the couree there I.
Tume 1915, remained for duty on the staff until Oetober 1916, Whilic
“hepre he had temporary additional duty, June-Septembor 1916, as
Chief of Staff to Commander Atlantic Reserve Plect during the Fleetl
Maneuverys that year. Following an assignment, which pxtended %o
Septewber 1917, as a member of the Gensral Boasrd, Navy Department,
Washington, D. (., and the Neutrallty Board, State Department, Wagh: -
ington, D, C., he became Commandoyr Squadron THREE Patrol Force,
e on  Jantis Floet (in the rank of Roar Adpiral}, with additlona
duty as Commandant of the U. 8, Naval Base, Brest, France. .

Ordered to return to the United Statos, he gerved briefly,
November 1917-January 1918, in the Navy Dcpartment, prior to report -
ing as Commandant of the Soventh Naval Digtrict, with hcadquarters
in Key West, Florida., In May 1919 he became Commandant of the Four-
teenth Naval District, Pearl Harbor, T. H., serving additionally as
Commandant of the Naval Station, Hawail, where he remalned until
July 1920, The next month he was assigned as Sentior Mcmber of the
Naval Commission to Brazil (in connection with the Brazllian Naval
War College), Rio de Janeiro, On December 31, 1921 he was transfer-
red to the Retired List of the U, S, Navy, but continued to serve
with the Naval Commisgion to Brazil until December 15, 1922, when
vetired, He died on June 29, 1957 at thi-. Naval Hospital, New York,

Rear Admiral Fletcher had the Sampson Medal; the Spanish Cam-
paign Medal; the Phillppinc Campaign Medal; the Cuban Pacgification
Medal; and the Vietory Medal, Patrol Clasp (World War I).
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