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COMMANDER BERNARD A. FIECK, U. S. NAVY

Bernard Arnold Fleck was born in Broaklyn, New York, on June b, 1916, son
of Augustus B, and Vanda Sedleska Fleck, He attended Cooper Union Night School
of Engineering, from which he was graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Chem-—
ical Engineering, and on Octover 25, 1940, was sommigsioned Ensign-in the.U. S
Navel Reserwe. .He aubsequently completed flight training, was designated Naval
Aviator on October 24, 1941, and through normal advancement and his transfer ‘o
the U. 8. Navy after World War IIL, he attained the rank of Commander, to date

from July 1, 1953.

Following training as an Aviation Cadet at the Naval Alr Stations, Floyd
Bernnet Field, New York, and Pensacola, Florida, he was assigned to Transitional
Training Squadron, Atlantic, for further ingtruction from October 1941 to Feb-
ruary 1942. He then joined Patrol Bombing Squadron 83 to serve as a pilot wntil
May 1943, and during the next throe months was Fngineer Officer of Patrol Bomb-
ing Squadron 107. He ta entitiled to the Ribbon for. the -Presidential Unit Cita~-
tion awarded Patrol Squadron 83, and was personally awarded the Air Medal:

1oy meritorious achievement in serial flight as Co-Pilot of a Patrol Plane
during anti-submarine operations in the Atlantic, March 30 and December 13 and
14, 19423 July 31 and August 1 and 4, 1943. Completing his fifth misgion, Liocu-
tenant, Junior Grade, Fleck contribubed materially to the success of his squad-
ron in conducting effective nold-down and search operations and in delivering
depth-charge attacks againgt hostile qubmarines.. "

From Augugt 1943 wntil September 1944 he served as Maintenance Officer of
Patrol Bombing Squadron 114. When detached he reported to the Naval Air Station,
Jacksonville, Florida, where he completed & course of instruction in February
1945, and was a Flight Instructor during the next nine months at the Naval Air
Stotion, Miami, Florida. From November 1945 until February 1946 he gerved as
Engineering Officer at the Naval Air Station, .Daytona Beach, Florida, and for
siX months thereafter he was attached to the Staff of Chief, Naval Air Advanced
Training, at the Naval Adr dtation, Jacksonville, Florida.

In Avgust 1946 he veported for duty with the Bureau of Aeronautics General
Representative, Central Digtrict, Dayton, Ohlo, where he gerved uwntil July 1947
in the Piloted Aircraft Division. He was next assigned to Trensport Squadron 5,
based at the Naval Air Station, Seattle, Washingbon, and served as & pilot in

_that squadron until January 1950, During the year to follow he was a student

st the General Iine School, Momterey, California, and from January 1951 until
January 1953 was assigned to the Office of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy
Department, Washington, D. C. (air Section, Naval Intelligence Division).

He served as Dxecutive Officer of Fleet Aircraft Service Squadron 104 dur-
ing the periocd January 1953 until March 1955, after which he had a tour of duty
in the Office of the Bureau of peronautics General Representative, FBastern Dis-
trict, New York, N. Y. Under orders of February 3, 1958, he reported to Alr-
borne Early Warning Squadron 15, and on January 1/, 1960, was ordered detached
and to duty as Bureau of Naval Weapons Representative, Thickol Chemical Gorpo-
ration, Reactor Division, Denville, New Jersey.
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In addition to the Air Medal and Ribbon for the Presidential Unit Citation
awarded Patrol Bombing Squadron 83 for herolc service in Atlantic waters off
South America, Commander Fleck has the American Defense Service Medal; American
Campaign Medel; European-African-Middle Fastern Campaign Medal; World War IT Vie-
tory Medal; and the National Defense Service Medal.
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