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Captain Fitch was born on September 17, 1895, at Washington,
Nebraske, the son of Johan Wesley and Mrs. Fannie Gilmore Pitch., He
was appointed to the U.S, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, from
the Third Congressional District of Nebraska in 1915. Graduated and
commissioned Ensign on Juno 6, 1918, with the Class of 1919, e ad-

vanced progresslvely through the various grades toO the rank of

Captain to date from June 20, 1942.

Followlng graduation from the Academy in 1918, Captain Fitch
was assigned to the USS NEW HAMPSHIRE until July 1918, when ho trans-
ferred to Destroyer Force, pbased on Brest, France, and was ascigned”
to the USS PARKER. 1n November 1919, he reported aboard the UbBo
.NORTH DAKOTA and gerved in that pattleship until May 1921, when
he was detached and ordered to EAGLE 33, for duty under instruction
in submarines. Completing his instruction in July 1921, e Ye-
ported apoard the Uss K-4. ' ‘ -

_ From August 1922 to June 1923, Captain Fitch commanded CONEECU-
tively the U35 K-5 and the U38 N-2, with additional duty wihile in
command of the N-2, as Commanding Officer of the USS ¥K-7. He re-
turned to the Naval Academy for postgraduate instruction in electrir
cal engineering and upon completion of the course in Juns 1924, had
duty under the cognizance of the Postgraduate School at the Nevy
Yard, Philadelphia, Peonnsylvania; the Navy Yard, New York, New York;
Columbila University, New York, New York; nigh power- stations in the
vicinity of New York; the General BElectric Company, schenectady,

New York; and the Westinghouse Electric Company, Pitteburgh, Pennsy-
lvania. In September 1925, he reported aboard the USS FLORIDA and
on July 9, 1928, assumed duty on the Board of Inspection and SUrvey,
Navy Department, Washington, D.C. Following duty as Engineer of-

. ficer aboard the UsS WHITNEY from June 1930 to May 1933, he gerved

s an Instructor in the Dgpartment of Electrical Engineering at the

Naval Academy until May 193%6.

Completing a tour of duty as Engineer Officer of the Usd WEL
ORLEANS, In June 19%8, Captain Fitch was transferred to the USS
CHAUMAUT, as Executlve officer. He had duty at the University cf
California, Berkeley, California, in connection with the Naval ke-
seprve Officers' Training Corps Unit there, between August 1930 cnd
June 1941, after which he reported to the Naval War College, Hewport,
Rhode Island, for instruction. He had further instruction aboaxrd
the USS BULLF¥INCH from January to March 1942, followed DY duty in
connection with fitting out the USS TERROR at the Fourth Naval
District, Philadelphia, Pennaylvania. He assumed command >f the
TERROR upon her commissioning in - September 19042 and served in her
until April 1944, For duty as Commanding Officer he was awarded
the Bronze Star Medal with the following citation:
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'-‘-'-_-,BHONZE STAR MEDAL.' (With Combat "V")
U MRoT meritorious gervice as Commanding officet. of the

- UsSs TERROR and asg Officer in Tactical Command. of a
. 'special Mine laying Task Unit ‘off Casablanca, French
,'_fMorocce, November 16, 1942 Assigned the difficult

f-_end- mportant task of enclosing an area sufficiently

i large. to: protect incoming and. outgoing convoys from
- " hostile submarines, following the initial assault-

- landings of our forces at Casablanca, Captain (then

'ﬂCqémender) Fitch capebly planned and enperv1sed this

‘extensive operation and, desplte the constant threat
‘enemy submarine and air attacks and the lack of
L uitable nevigationel alds for night operations, and -
.~ _.unfavorable tidal. conditions, succeeded in laying
. approximately 2000 mines in record time. By his ex-

" peditious and efficient completion of his. nission,

-~ Gaptain Fitch contributed directly to the success
":ﬂ*of”the occupation of Morocce - His conscientlous
.;'ﬁd”votion to duty upheld ‘the highest traditiens of the
f]fUnited States Naval Serviee._

R 'hUpon his return to the United Stetes, he reported in May 1044
- for: duty in the 0ffice of the Chief .of Naval Operations, Navy De-
‘partment; weshlngton, D.C. He .18 now Head of the Mine Warfare Lec-

”‘:tion-in that Offlce.;_Captein Fitch received a Letter of Commenc e -

zition, with. authorization to wear the Commendatlon Ribbon, frow lie
Zw*Secretary of the Navy, for duty as Assistant Divector of minhc WAL
~ - fare: in'the Office of the Chief ot Neval Operetions From May 19,
3*1944 until the surrender of the Japanese '

5 In additlon to the Bronze Star Medal and. the Commendation Ribben,_jé
-Captain Fitch as the World War I Victory Medal, Escort Clasp; the 1 .
- China Service Medal; the American.: Defenee Service Medal; the Euxgpaan,;¢

-Q;iAf_ican Middle eastern Aree Campazgn Medal; the Astatic~Pacific. Area
_ACampeign Medal with one star,_end the World War II Victory hcdcl.

1e'also been awarded the Order of the British Empire, rank of
_icer from the British Government '






