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REAR ADMERAI,JAMES FERRIS, UNITED STATES NAVY TIRED

James Ferris was born in St. Helens, lLancashire, England, on
November 16, 1919, son of James V, Ferris and Mrs. {Elizabeth Mooney)
Ferris, From 1939 to 1941 he attended Elon College, North Carolina,
where he was President of the Freshman and Sophomore Class, On Ceta-
ber 26, 1941 he enlisted in the U, 8. Naval Reserve and later was ap-
pointed Aviation Cadet., After flight training, he was designated
Naval Aviator and commissioned Ensign on August 5, 1942, He subse-
guently advanced in rank to that of Rear Admiral, to date from July
1, 1970, baving transferred from the U, S. Naval Reserve to the Regu-
lar Navy on November 24, 19hh,

After receiving his."Wings" in 1942 he was assigned as a
Fighter Pilot with Fighting Squadron TWELVE, deployed in the Western
Pacific, For successfully completing thirty missions during the
period September 25, 1943 to May 17, 19hb, he was awarded the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross, the Air Medal, and Gold Stars in lieuw of
the Second, Third, Fourth, and Fifth Air Medals. Detached from
Fighting Squadron TWELVE in August 194h, he served as a Fighter Plane/
Fighter Bombing Plane Instructhor at the Naval Ailr Advanced Training
Commend, Corpus Christi, Texas, and from September 1946 to April
1947 had instruction at the Combat Information Center School,

The following mounth he joined the USS TARAWA (CV-40) as Combat
Information Center Officer, and in WNovember ig40 relurned Lo Lie Coi-
bat Information Center School to serve as an Instructor until May
1950, In July, that year, he reported as Alr Plans Officer on the
Staff of Commander Amphibious Group THREE, and in July 1951 became
Executlve Officer of Fighter Squadron ONE HUNDRED TWELVE, deployed to

_ Korea. For oubstending service while attached te that sguadron, he was

awarded a Gold Star in lieu of the Second Distinguished Flying Cross,
the Navy Commendstion Medal with Combat “V” and. a Gold Star in lieu of

the Sixth Air Medal,

From November 1952 to September 195k he had duty in the Bureau
of Naval Weapons, Navy Department, Washington, D. C., then attended
the General Line School, Newport, Rhode Island. In May 1955 he became
Executive Officer of Fighter Sguadron EIGHTY~FOUR, and in July, that
year, “transferred in a similar capacity to Attack Squadron SIXTY SIX.
He assumed command of Fighter Squadron THIRTY-TEREE in July 1956 and in
February 1958 was assigned six months' fighter plane training on the '
Staff of the Commander Naval Alr Force, Atlantic.

. He had instruction at the Industriasl College of the Armed Forces,
Washington, D, C., from August 1958 to June 1959, then reported for duty
in the Air Combat Unit Branch, Bureau of Naval Personnel, Navy Depart-
ment, Washington, D. C, In July 1960 he was designated Commander Carrier
Air Group EIGHT, and In November 1961 rejoined the Staff of the Commander
Naval Air Force, Atlantic, to seive as Attack Carrier Group Training
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Officer. From May 1963 to June 1965 he was Commander Replacement Car~
rier Air Group FOUR, and the followlng month assumed command of ‘the

uss TRUCICEE (A0-1h7).

Detached from command of that oiler in August 1966, he was as-
signed as Operatilons Officer on the Staff of Commander Carrier Divi-
sion FOUR, and in September 1967 transferred to the Staff of Commander
Fleet Air, Alameda., He bhad training on the Staff of Commander Naval
Air Force, Pacific Fleet from December 1967 to February 1968, when he
assumed command of vhe USS CORAL SEA (CVA-43). "For exceptionally
meritorious conduct...as Commander Task Group 77.6, Commander Task
Unit 77.6.1 and Commanding Officer USS CORAL SEA (CVA-43) from
September 9, 1968 to March 31, 1969..." he was awarded the Legion
of Merit. He is also entitled to the Ribbon for, and a facsimile of
the Navy Unit Commendation awarded. that attack aircraft carrier for
meritorious service in the Southeast Asia area.

Detached from the CORAL SEA in April 1969, he then reported for
instruction at California State College at Hayward, In June 1969 he be-
came Commander Fleet Air, Alameda, with headguarters at the Naval Air
Station, Alameda, California and.for his ", ..formulation and execution
of an effective program for inspecting, asse851ng, and improving the
readiness and ‘training posture of Fleet Air Alameda units...” he was
awarded a (Gold Star in lieu of the. Second Legion of Merit, In February
1971 he assumed command of Carrier Division NINE and in July of that
year was ‘transferred to command of Carrier Division THREE, He was
awvarded the Bronze Star Medal and cited in part as follows:

"For meritorious service from December 1971 to March 1972 while

serving as Commander Carrier Division THREE, Commander Task Group

SEVENTY-SEVEN point SIX and for designated periods as Commander
Task Group SEVENTY-SEVEN point ZERC during combat oPeratlons against
enemy forces in Southeast Asia..."”

In April 1972 he became Chief of Nsival Air Training, hesdquartered
at the Naval Air Station, Pensacola,  Florida (the headquarters was trans-
Terred on July 1, 1972 to the Naval Air Station, Corpus Christi, Texas,
"For exceptlonally meritorious conduct.,." in that cspacity, he was

" awarded a Gold Star in lieu of the Third Legion of Merit. ".,:In the

face of decreasing resources, Rear Admiral Ferris' exceptional manage~
rial skills and expertise were instrumental in improving and inecreasing
the ocutput of Naval Aviators and Naval Flight officers., During May and
June 197k, prior to his retirement on July 1, he was temporarlly assigned,
to Patrol Wings, Paclfic.

In addition to the Iegion of MErit'withftwo Gold Stars, the Distin-
gulshed Flying Cross with Gold Star, the Bronze Star Medal, the Air Medal

- with five Gold Stars, the Navy Commendation Medal with Combat "V, and

‘the Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Rear Admiral Ferris has the' American
Campaign.Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with silver star (five
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engagements); World War II Victory Medal; China Service Medal; National
Defense Service Medal with bronze star; Korean Service Medal wilth three
pronze stars; United Nations Service Medal; Vietnam Service Medal with
one star, and the Armed Forces Fxpeditionary Medal (Korea), He also
has the Gallantry Cross and the National Order of Vietnam awarded by |
_the Republic of Vietnam and the Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal with

Device.
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