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LISUTENANT JUNIOB.GRADE JOHW TIHOMAS LVERSOLE, USN, LECLASED

i

Lieutenant Eversole was born in Poeatello, Idaho, April 1%,
1915, Before his appointment to the U.S. Naval Academy from Idaho
in 1934, he attended the University of.Idaho, Southern Branch.
Graduated and commlssioned Ensign on June 2, 1938, he was promoted
to Lieutenant, Junior grade, to date from June 2, 1941,

His first assignment to duty was in the USS CINCINJATI, in
whieh he served from June, 1938 to September, 1939, He then had
duty in connectlon with fitting out the USS CROWNINSHEILD, destroyer,
and scrved aboard for one rear from her commissioning, September 30,
1939, - He had flight training from September 12940 to April, 1941
at the Naval Alr Station, Pensacola, and diami, Florida, and with
the Fleet Detachment, San Plego, California. He then had orders to
the USS ENTERPRISE for duty with Torpode” Squadron 6 aboard thatb
carrier, He was presumed doad on June 5, 1943, a year and a day
after beilng offlcially reported migsing, in accordance with the law,
when the plane he was piloting was shot down over the Pacific.

The Navy Cross was awarded him "For extracrdinary heroism and
couragoeous devotion to duty while piloting an ailrplane of Torpodo Squo-
drep BIX 1n action agninet Japanese Torces in the Battle of wldway
on June 4, 1942, , , .The unvrccedented conditions under which his
squadren launched lts offensive were so excepbional that it is high-
1y improbablc the occaslon wlll ever recur where other pilots of the
gorvice will be called upon to demonstrate an equal degrec of gal-
lantry and fortitude., . .Y

Lieutenant Eversole alsg had the Purple Heart Medsl awarded
posthumously, the Presidential Unit Citation, the Letter of Commenda-
tion from the Comuandor-in~Chief, Pacific Fleet, the fmerican Defense
Scrvice Medal, Flect Clasp; Asiatic-Pacific Campalgn Hedal, and :
World War II Vietory ledal,

4 destroyer escort, DE-404, was named in his honor, but was
sunk in .Leyte Gulf by Japanese torpedoes on October £3, 1944, The
new USS BVERSOLE, destroyer {DD-739) was launched at Todd Pacific
Snipyards, Inc,, Seattle, Washington, sponsored by the mother of
Lieutenant Zvergole, irs. Sarah R. Eversgole,

. and was commlssioned in the United States Navy on
l‘{ﬂ}r 10) 194:6.
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