.

~ COMMANDER ERNRST E. FVLNS, U, S. NAVY, DECEASED

Fynost Fdwin Bvans was born on August 13, 1908, in Pawnce, Okalahona. He
was gratuated fron Central High School in Muskogee, Oklahoma, and on May 29, 1926
onligtod in tho U, 8, Navy. AMAftor n yoarls service ag an onligtdd nman, he was
aprointed to the U, S Naval Academy, innapolis, Maryland, fron the Navy at large
and ontered as a Midshipnan on June 29, 1927, Ho was graduatod with the d egreo
of Bocholor of Scionce and comdssioned Bnsign in the U. S. Navy on June 4, 1931,
and by subsequent pronotion attoined the rank of Cormandor to date fron Novenbor

1, 1942,

Aftor gradustion from the Waval fcadomy in Juno 1931, he was agglgnod to
the Navel Adr Station, Sen Diogo, California, for 2 year, and thercafter, until
fugust 7, 1933, scrved consceutively in the USS COLORADO, USS ROPER and USS RATH-
BURNZ., Aftor servico at the Naval Alr Station, Pongacola, Florida, he joinod
the USS PENSACOIA, and gix monthg later becaro Avintion Gumnery Observoer of thab
oruiser’s Scouting Squadron NIVE, He scrved in that capacity until April 15,
1937, then continuod sea duty for four years, scrving successively in the UsSS
CHAUMONT, USS CAHOKIA and USS BLACK HAVK.

On August 9, 1941 he joined the USS ALDEN, and was sorving in that destroy-
or at the oubtbrosk of World War II in Docombor of that years He assumed eormand
of the AIDEN on March 14, 1942, and continued as her Cotmanding Officor until
July 7, 1943. He was then ordored to duty in charge of fitting out tho USS JOHN..
STON at the Scattle-Tacoma Shipbuilding Corporation, Scattle, Washington, Agsuil-
ing cormand of the JOHNSTON at her cormiggioning, Octobor 27, 1943, he cormanded
her during her entirc scrvice, boing on hoard whon she was sunk on October 25,
1944, during the Battle for Loyte Gulf in the Philippine Scae

Ho was awarded tho Bronze Star Medal with Corbab oy, for "moritorious
achloverent as Cormanding Officor of the Use JOMNSTON in achion ageinst an cneny
Japanose subnarine on May 16, 1944 6o The citation further agtatoss

Participating in a sonrch and atback migsion, Commander Evans askillfully
nancuvered his ship into position to galn sound contact and dolivered a vigorous
dopth-charge attacks muickly regaining conbact, he agein <dropped his depth chare
gos which rosulted in a heavy undorwater ripple explosion heard five iinutes
after the lagh dobonation with the appsarance Jater of debris and a hoavy oll
glick in the vicinity ag evidenco of the probable ginking of the cnoly subnorine.
Comander Tvans' porsistent bactics and e offective coordination with the as-
gigting ships of the search and atback group were contributing factors in tho
success of a vital misglon and in keoping with the highest traditions of the TeSe

Naval Scrvice,."

During the Battle for Loyte Gulf, October 2426, 1944, the JOHNSTON formed
o part of the screen for egscort aireraft carricers of the SEVENTH Flect which on
October 25 oncountered off Samar the Center Force of tho Japanesce Fleet after it
had transited San Bernardino Stpait during the night of Octobor 2425, Tho JOHN-
. STON wagod o gallent fight agalnst hoavy Joponese fleet units but was sunk by
the. enelyy ships. Cormander Evans wos awarded the Navy Cross, later rocallod and
replaced by tho Modal of Honor, awarded by Congregs. The oltation which accon.
ponicd the Medal of Honor followg:
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"For conspleuous gallantry and intropidity at the risk of hig Life above
and beyond the call of duty as Cormanding Officer of the USS JOHNSTON, in action
against mojor units of the eneny Jap anesc Floob during the Battle of f Sannr on
October 25, 1944. The Pipat to lay o stioke scroen and to open fire as an CRONy
task force vastly superior in nuiber, firepower and armor rapidly approached,
Cormander Tvans gellantly divorted tho poworful blasbe of hogtile guns from tho
1ightly arncd end syrored carvicrs wnder hig protoction, launching the first tor-
pedo abtack when the JOHNSTON cane under straddiing Japanese shellfirec, ndaunt—
ed by denmge susteined under the terrific volume of fire, he unhesitatingly
joined others of his group ‘o provide fire gupport during subsequent torpedo at-
tooks ageingt the Japanose ‘and, outghooting ond outmancuvering the enery as ho
consistently interposed his vossel botween the hostile Fleot units and our cal-~
 riers dosplbe the erippling loss of onglne power and corrmmications with gteor-

ing aft, shifted cormmnd to tho fantail, shouted stodring ofders through an open
neteh to men burning the rudder by hand and battled furiously until the JOHNSTON
purning and shiddering fron a mortal blow, lay dead in the water aftor three
hours of ficrce combabte Seriously wounded early in tho engagonent, Conmsnder
Bvans, by bhis indorditable coursge and brilliant professional gkill, aided mater-
ially in turning back the oneiy durlng o cribical phasc of the action. His vale
imnt fighting spirit throughout this hlstoric battle will endure ag an insplras
tion to all who served with hirie ™

Aftor the logs of the JOHNSION, Commander Bvans was roported "misslng in
action.' Subsequently ho was declared to have lost his 1ife in this action. He
was posthunously awarded the Turple Hoart Medal, and wag entitled %o the Ribbon
for the Presidential Unit Citation awarded Pacific Fleel Task Unit 77s4e3, of
wid.ch the JOHNSTON wos a unib, for extraordinary heroisi on October 28, 194,

Tn sddition to the Medal of Honor, the Bronze Star Modal, Purple Hoard
Madal and Prosidential Unit Citation Ribbon, Gormandor Evans had the COhina Ser=
vice Medal, fnmericon Defenge Service Medal, Floot Glasp, and wag entitled to the
Asiatic-Tacific Compaign Modal with six engagement atars, the World Wor II Vie-
rore Modal. and tho Philippine Dofonse and Iiberabion Ribbons with ono star.

4 destroyor oscort vessol, the USS EVANS (DE--1023), was naned in honor
of Cormander Evans. Mes. Hugh Hondrickson of Tulsa, Oknlahouia, glater to Con-
mandor Bvang, gponpgored the vesgol ob the launching at the Puget Sound Bridgo
and Drodging Company, Soatble, Washington, on Scptenber 14, 1955,
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