| - NAVAL HISTORY DIVISION
CAPTATY CLAUDE P, FKAS, JR., UNITED STATES NAVY

: Claude Philip Ekas, Jr., was born in Duncan, Cklshoma, on April
16, 1926, son of Claude P. and Daisy- (Hain) Ekas. He attended Texas -
Agrlcu tural and Mechanjeal College at College Station, prior To enter-
ing the U, S. Naval Academy, Annapclis, Maryland, on appointment from
the State of Texas in I9kh., Gradusted with the Class of 1948 on June
6, 1947, he was commissioned Ensign and subsequently advanced in rank
to that of Captain, to date from July 1, 1968. His selection for the
rank of Rear Admiral was approved by the President on January 30, lg?h.

Foellowing gradvaticn from the Naval Academy in l9h7, he reported
on board the USS CGLETHORPE (AKA-100) and in August 1948 transferred
to the USS NAVASOTA (AQ-106). Detached from that oiler in February
1949, he next had flight training at the Naval Air Stations, Pensa-
coia, Florida snd Corpus Christi, Texzs, He was designated Naval
Av1ator on Auvgust 3, 1950 and the pext month joined Fleet Aircraft

~ Service Squadron SEVEN. From December 1950 to March 1953 he served
with Attack Sguadron FIFIY-FIVE and in that assignment had two Xorean -
deployments participating in eighty-eight missicrns, He was awarded the
. Alr Medal and Goid Stars in lieu of the Second, Third and Fourth Air
Medals for twenty missions each over an active combat area in Kores.
from June 30, 1951 to November 23, 1G652. He was also awarded a Gold
Star in lieu of the Fifth Air Medal and cited as follows:

_ . "For meritorious achievement,..as Pilot of an Attack Plane in At-
tack Sguedron FIFTY-FIVE, based on board the USS ESSEX during opera-.
tions agalnst enemy aggressor forces in Koréa on October 20, 1952.
While performing a rescue mission over a friendly pilot shot Jdowvm in
the Hwach'on-ni area, (he) carried out repeated low-level attacks
against an enemy positicn in the face of inténse hostile small-arms fire.
to divert fire from the stricken airman. Although the‘rudder controls
of his plarde were shot cut during the course of the attack, he skill-
fully maneuvered the damsged aircraft and continued to press heome his
attacks on the objective until a helicopter arrived and the downed
pilot was recovered. By his marked courage, skilled airmanship and
selfless devotion to duty, Lieutenant, Junior Grade, Ekas contributed
directly to the return of the airmen to friendly territory.

in addltlon, he is entitled to the Ribbon for the Navy Unlt Com-
mendation awarded the Uss ESSEX.

- In March 1953 he JOlned.Air Development Squadron FOUR end while
in that assignment participated in air-to-air missile development,
He was detached in July 1953 for instruction at the Naval Postgraduate
School, Monterey, Califorpia, from which he received the degree of
Bachelor of Science in aeronautical engineering, From August 1955 *o
June 1656 he continued instruction at Princeton Universivy, Prlnceton,
New Jersey, receiving the degree of Master of Science. Following a
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Captein Ekas is a menBer of the Institute of Aercnautical Sciences.
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