CAPTAIN CHARLES R, EISENBACH -
UNITED STATES KNAVY

Charles Robert Eisenbach was born in Trenten, Wew Jersey, on September 16,
1914, son of Charles F. and Anna M. (Remmele) Hisembzach, He attended public
echoolc in Trenton and entered the U, S, Naval Acadesy, Annapolis, Maryland,
from ¥ew Jersey on Jume 9, 1932, As a Midshipman he played baseball, soccer,
basketball, and was a member of the "N Club. Graduated and cormissioned
Ensign on June 4, 1936, he progressed; through subsequent promotions to the
rask of Captain to date from October 1, 1954,

After graduation from the Naval Acadeny in June 1536, he served aboard the
USS RICHMOND until March 1940, During that peviod the RICHMOED operated as
a unit df Cruiser Division 2, Battle Force, and later as Flagship of Cormander
Submarine Force, U, S, Fleet, He reported em April 14, 1940 to the Naval
Air Station, Pensacola, Florida, to begin flight training 2nd designated
Maval Aviator in Novermber of the same year was detached é¢m January 17, 1941,
with orders to Patrol Squadron 12, He served briefly as a pilot of that.;“

sgnadron located at North Island, California, before going to Manila,
Philippine Islands, to join Patrol Squadron 101, of Patrol Wing 10. As a
pilot of that Squadron, he participated in the defemse of Maniid at the outw
break of World War II, and has the Ribbon for, and a facsinile of the Presi-
dential Unit Cltatlon awarded Patrol Squadron 101 for heroisa in actiocn.

On Deceriber 13 1941 his squadron departed in PBY flight to Ballkpagag,
Bornec, thence to Surabaya, Java. Patrol Wing 10 operateﬁ fron Ambon Island,
Netherlands East Indies, on reécomnaissance duty coverimg Molucca Straits,
and from the seaplane tenders CHILDS,; WILLIAM B, PRESTOW and ZERON, After
the imvasion of Java by Japanese forces, Patrcl Wing 10 operated fron
Perth and advanced bases on the west coast of Australia.

In Maxch 1943 he became Executive Officer of Headquarters Squadron 8,
based at Alameda; Califoxnia,  He was later assigned duty as Cormunitations
Officer and Training Officer on the staff of Commander Fleet Air Wing 8, and
in July 1944 was transferred to Fleet Air Wing 10, based at Perth, Australia,
‘and noved. to Manus, Admir~ity Islands, in August of that vear, In October,
onboard -the USS SAN CARICS:, he participated in the invasion of Leyte, con-
ducting patrol plane operations from Leyte Gulf, and later movmng ashore to
operate with PB4Y¥Ys and PV type aircraft.

He was awarded the Legicm of Merit with Combat nyL," for WExceptionally
meritcrious conduct...as Executive Officér and Operations Officer (f Fleet
Air Wing TEN during operations against enemy Japanese forces prior to amd
during the landings on Leyte..." The citation continues in part: "...(He)
supervised and planned search and attack wmissions which were conducted
twenty-four hours a day for three and one-half months at great distances
from cuz bases and, by his efficient organization and operation of the sub-
ordinate units of the Wing, contributes immeasurably to the security of our
Naval and amphibiocus forces and ‘to the destruction of the emeny forces.e."
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The Air Medal was awarded "For meritorious achievement in aerisl flight
duting operations against eneny Jepanese forces in the Southwestern Pacific.
War Azea from December 18, 1944 to March 31, 1945, Participating 1n\num-
erous combat missions over enenmy contrelled territory, inm the vicinity of
Japanese operational airfields, (he) contributed co the success of thése
misgionsees

. He was designated Task Unit Commander in April 1%45, and moving to
Palawan, Philippine Islands, engaged in reconnaisscrice and strikes against
the enemy in Bormeo and indo China, "For meritoricus service as Comnanding
Officer of a Task Unit initiating search operations fronm Palawan, Philippine
Islands, in comnection with oPeratlons against enemy Japanese fprces in the
destern Pacific War Area..." Be was awarded the Bronze Star Medal., The
citation states also that MAs Executivé and Operations Officer of Fleet Air
Wing TEN, he was in large measure responsible for the outstandlng recoras
achieved by the unite operating unider his commandese” '

In October 1945, shortly after the Japanese surrender, he assumed cormand
of the USS SAN PABLO (AVP-30)., He renained on duty in that cormand until
July 1946, when he reported to the Bureau of Naval Personmel, to serve until
June 1948 as Officer in Charge, Aviation Enlisted Persomnel, During the year
following, he was a student at the Naval War College, Newport Rhode Island,
after which he had four weeks' instruction at the CIC School, Port Lona,
‘{San Diegou) Celifornia.

Ordered to the USS BAIROKO in July 1949, he served on buard that carrier
escort vessel until April 1950, when he was ordered to iha Hiaff of Compmander
aAir Fercey Pacific Fleet, remaining in that capacity until October 1951. Cn
_Noqemonr 42, 1951 he becane Executive Officer of the MNaval Alr Station,
uUJnSCt Point, Rhode Island, He was detached early in 1954 and on May 10,
that year@ reported as Sub-Chief of the U. 8. Naval Mission, Peru, at Llﬂa,
Paru, and Naval Advisor to the Peruvian Naval War Gollege there.

Ratwrn 1ng to the United States in July 1956, he reportad a month latdr to
the Staff of Commender Military Alr Transgport Servxce Anivews Adlr Force Base,
Maryvilsad, for duty as Dizector of Traffic. In December 1957 he was crdered
to the Naval War College, Newport Rhode Island, and served there om the staff
fron February 1958 until June 1961, He then becaue Chief of Staff to the
Commander U. S. Naval Base, Subic Bay, Philippine Islands.

In addition to the Legion of Merit with Combat '"[" Bronze Star Medal, Aix
Medal, and the Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon, Captain Eisenbach has the
Flyers' Cross awarded by the Netherlands Government; the Awmerican Defense
Service Medaly World War II Victory Medal; National Defense Service Medalj
Philippine Defense Ribbon: &mericen Campaxgn Medalsr Ssiatic~Pacific Campalgn
Medal; and the Philippine Independence Ribbon.
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