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CAPTAIN ERNEST F. EGGERT MO Gy
CONSTRUCTION CORPS, U, S. NAVY, DECTZASED H

Ernest Fredericl. Eggert was born in Saginew, Michigan, on
June 16, 1876, son of Mr. and Mrs. E, G. C. Eggert. He wats ap-
nointed Naval Cadet from his native state, and entered the U. 5.
Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, on September 6, 1893. Gradu-
ated with dietinction, =econd in the Clasg of 1897, on June 2,
1897, he was commissioned Assistant Naval Constructor, with relative
ranls of Eneign, on July 1, 1899. He subsequently advanced in ranl,
attaining that of Commander, to date from August 29, 1916, and Cap-
tain from November 16, 1921. He was transferred to the Retired
Iiet of the U, S, Navy on July 1, 1936, and died on July 22, 1950.

Afgter graduation from the Naval Academy in June 16897, nhe served
briefly in the USS MONTGOMERY, and from July 21 of that year until
March 18, 1898, waes a student in Naval Construction on board the
USS SANTEE, From April to August of that year he was assigned to
the USS NEW YORL, after which he returned to the SANTEE to »nursue
snecial studies in connection with Naval Axchitecture. After de-
tachment on May 15, 1899, he had brief consecutive duty at the
Ieazue Island Navy Yard, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and the New

Yorl. Navy Yard,

Ordered abroad, he reached (Glasgow, Scotland, and-on Oc¢tober 13,
1899, and completed a course in Sailing. He returned to the United
States early in 1900, and on Anril 9, 1900, reported to the Bureau
nf Construction and Renair, Navy Denartment, Washington, D. C,
Iater that month he was gent to the Norfoll: Navy Yard, -Portsmouth,
Virginia, for duty. . While go assigned until June 1903, he hac¢ tem-
noxary additional duty in connection with inspections at various
nlaces, including Richmond, (Trigz Company) and Newport News, Vir-
ginia; and was a member of the Board to recommend changes In the
cruiser GALVESTON, Fe next served ag Assistant to the Superin-
tending Constructor at the worlis of the New Yorl Shipbuilcing Com-
nany, Camden, New Jersey, and while there also served asg a member
ni* the Board concerned with changes in the battleships WASIIVGTON

and RANSAS,

_ On March 8, 1904 he became Assistant to the Superintending
Constructor at the League Island Navy Yard, and on July 17, 1905
was additionally assigned as a Board Member to malite changes in the
battleship NEW HAMPSHIRE, building at the William Cramp and Sons
Company, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He returned to Camden on Oc-
tober 18, 1905, and while serving as Agsistant to the Superintend-
ing Constructor, made the trial run of the WASHINGTON in March 1906,
and served on boards to recommend changes in the battleghin SOUTH

CAROLINA.

Transferred on October 20, 1906 to the Boston Navy Yard, he was
ascigned to the Department of Construction and Repair, and author:
ized to travel to various places including Quincy, Massachusette,
concerned with changes in vessels being built at the Fore Lliver
Shipbuillding - Company (destroyers PERIINS and STERRET, and certain
submarines). VWhen detached from Boston on September 20, 1210, he
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had orders to Cavite, Philipnine Islands, where he served from No-
vetber 1, 1210 to March 27, 1911, as Construction Officer. He re-
m2fned on Asiatic Station, serving in a gimilar capacity at the
Maval Station, Olongapo, Philippine Islande, until February 14,
1912, '

After his return to the United States and a period of leave,
he reported on June 12, 1912 to the Navy Yard, Philadelphia, and
before completion of his tour of duty there -in Januvary 1914, he
had witneseed Target Practice at Hampton Roads, Virginia; cerved
as a member of a Board of Inspection of the LANSAS and IDAHEQ; as
Necorder of a Board to Inspect the MATSONIA; and member of a Board
to Survey the USS PANTHER at the Navy Yard, Philadelphia. Detached
on January 10, 19]4 he reported a week later to the works of the
Newnort News oShipbuilding and Dry Docl Company as Superintending
Uonstructor.

In that capacity throughout the éntire World War I neriod, he
had additional duty as a Member and Recorder of the Trial Board of
the PENNSYLVANIA building at Fore River Shipbuilding Corpozation,
Quincy, Massachusetts, in January and February 1916; made trins,
concerning new consgtruction, to the Navy Devartment, Washinzton,

D. C., in May and August 1916; and was Destroyer Member of the
Permanent Section of the Fifth Naval District Board of Insvwection
to beclocated at Newport News in 1916. He also had additional
duty in Washington, D. C., in April 1918 concerning installation of
Sea Chestg and stability of destroyers; in Norfoll, Virginia, on
board the USS MISSISSIPPI, and as Senior Member of the Board in
connection with preliminary trials of the submarine tormedo bhoat
H-5. In 1919 he served as member of the Board of Inventory and
Anpraisal convening at Wewport News, and in March 1920 mede a trip
to the Bureau of Conetruction and Repmair, Navy Department, Washing-
ton, D, C.

Detached from the Newport News Shinbuilding and Dry Doc!. Com-
vany on September 20, 1920, he next sgerved as Construction Oificer
at the Navy Yard, Washington, D. C. In that assignment he had
additional duty as a member of the Examining Board, convened at the
Navy Department, Washington, D. C. Upon his detachment December 15,
1924, he was sent to San Francisco, California, for duty as a Mem-
ber of the Board of Inespection and Survey, Facific Coast Section.

In January 1925 he reported to the Navy Yard, Mare Island, Califor-
nia, for duty. There he served as a member of the Board for Ma-
terial Inspection of the Submarines of Submarine Division 12; a
Board to Inspect four decommissioned destroyere; and conducted in-
gnections of the NECHES and RAINBOW and =ix destroyerg of Destroyer
Division 35 at Mare Island and four decommissioned destroyers at
San Diego, in April and June 1925.

On October 3, 1927 he returned to the Navy Yard, Vashinzton,

D. C., and while on duty as Conetruction Officer, served ag Ascis-
tant to the Officer in Charge, and later became the Officer in Charge
of the Model Tanlz, He also had additional duty as a member »i
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verious Selection Boards. He received a copy of a lLetter to the
Chief of the Bureau of Construction and Repair, Navy Depaitment,
from the Acting Chief of Lngineers, U, S. Army, dated March 9, 1936
expressing "sincere anpreciatilon for helpful assistance rendered
by Captain E, F. Eggert, in Charge of the U, 8. IExperimental liodel
Bagin, in conducting the tests of the hull and propelling machinery
of the 5000 yard dredge just comnleted...”

At the time of his request for retirement in January 193, he
received a Commendatory Lettelr from the Secretary of the Navy as
follows: "The Department regrets your retirement from active .
service and talwes this occasion to extend to you its heartiest con-
zratulations and appreciation for your long and distinguished rfsrvice
t2 our Nation. During the time which you have go faithifully and
efiiciently served, you have witnessed many advancements “n the
morale, strength and efficiency of the Navy; and you have the s=atis-
faction of knowing that by your service and accomplishments in the
degign of our Naval vessele, first as an Asgsigtant and later in
Charge of the Model Tgnl: at the Navy Yard, Washinzton, you have
contributed to the above results, May I wieh you continued success
andé many years of health and happines..."
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