CAPTAIN EDWARD H. BECLELMEYZR, Jr.
UNITED STATES NAVY

Edward Horman Bclclmeyer, Jr., was born in Philadelphiz, Pchn-
gylvania, on June 13, 1905, sgon of Edward E. ond Clara M. (Fath)
nelelmeyer. " He attonded Northeast Hizk Bchool and Drexel Institute,
both in Philadelphia, prior to his anpointment to the U. $. Naval
Academy as Midshipman from the Sixth District of Pennsylvania in
1925,  He was graduatcd and commissioned Ensizn on Junc 2, 1927,
a2nd through subscgquent promotions attained tho ronl of Captain,
his date of ranl: March 20, 1945,

After graduation in June 1927, he_remained‘at the Navoel Acadc-
my for aviation instruction until August 19 of that year, and a

weell lator reported to the USS ARIANSAS. He served as z junior

sfficer 1In that battleship until May 13, 1928, when he was trans-
ferred to the destroyer HOPKINS for ton monthes! duty. On March 27,
1929 he reported to the Vaval Air Station, Fensacola, whorc after
nine months’ flight instruction he was degignated Naval Aviator.
During the period Deccmber 30, 1929 until May 18, 1934, hc scrved
ag Radio and Communication O0fficer in Patrol Squadron 8-3 of Air-
ceaft Squadrons, Scouting Flect, attached to the USS WRIGHT: and at
the Flecet Alr Base, Coco Solo, Canal Zone, as Gunnery Officcr of
Patrol Bquadron 3-3 (later redesignated Patrol Sguadron 3-F).

. He returned to Annapolis in June 1934 and until May 1836 had
ingtruction in C¥dnance Engincring (4viation) at the Postyradunte
school, continuing the course for a yvear thoraftsr at the Navy )
Yard, Washington, D, C. In June 1937 hco reported to ths Navy Yard,
Philadelphia, where the USS PHILADELPHILX was building and scrved
ag Senior Aviator on board that cruiger from hcr commissgsioning,
September 23, 1937, until June 29, 1939. He next had duty as
Flight Officer of Torpedo Squadron 6, bascd on the carrier ENTER-
PRISE, and on April 30, 1940, he was detached with orders to the
Haval Proving. Ground, Dahlgren, Virginia, for a tour of duty as
Agegistant Officer in Charge of the Naval Alr Detail. After hisg:
detachment in July 1943, he rcecived a Letter of Commendation from
tine Chilef of the Buxcau of Acronautics for his work in development
and testing of sclf-sesaling fuel tanks. ‘ : '

On August 26, 1943 ho assumcd command of the USS BISCAYIED
which participated -in oncrations in the Buropean Theater during a
vital part of Vorld War II. For outstanding scrvices whilc in that
command, he was awarded the Legion of Morit with Combat "V," and

the Bronze Star Mcdal, also with Combat "V." The citations follow:

Legion of Merit: "For cxceptionelly mcritorious conduct...as
Commanding Officer of thc U335 BISCAYNE during the amphibious In-
vasion of Salerno, Italy, in Scptcmber 1943. With distinctive pro-
feegional £kill and extreme courage undcr firc, Commander Eclicl-
mcycer directed the operations of the BISCAYNE, Flagship of a major
daval Tosk Force, which servced as ship and guide for landing.craft
convoys. EHis veesel mlso gave cloge-in gunfire support and acted
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as antiaircraft defeonsc, tender and repair shin fox landinl conft.
Ag o result of his untiring energy and conspicuous bravery, the
BISCAYNE functioned at all times in 2 highly satisfactory and cffi-
cient menner écsvnite frequent attacks by enemy aircraft and heavy
fire from hostile zuns. His inepiring leadership and forrlcess de-
votion to duty contributed in large measure to the succcss of the
‘nvasion forceg.”

Bronze Star Mcdal: "For dintinguishing himself in the ner-
formance of mcritorious services as Commanding Officer of the USS
BISCAYNE prior to and during the amphibious invasion of Southern
‘France in Augu-t 1944, Commander Eckélmeyer efficicntly organized
and administercd his ship to adequately fulfill in all resncets her
mission as. the amphibious flagship of & Naval Task Force Commandcer
during the prcliminary phases as well as the cxecution of the as-
sault and maintenance opsrations. The high statc of material
readiness, morale and smooth working coordination with the ewmbarked
activities attained by hie command was rcflected in its eplendid
performance under fire and during the accomnlishment of many 4aif-
ficult tasks assgigned incident to the conduct of these large scalc
combincd operations...”

Detached from command of the BISCAYNE in Scptember 1944, he
reported to Headguarters, Fifth Naval District, Worfolk, Virzginia,
and on December 13, 1944 wae transferred to the Naval Gun Factory,
Navy Yard, Washington, D. C., where hc remalned throughout thc last
monthe of the war. In January and February 1940 he commanded the
USS TULAGI, on "Magic Carpet” duty, and on February 27, 1946 he

was trangferred to duty as Commanding Officor of the USS AIBEMARLE
(Av 5), flagship of the Decputy Commandcr, Joint Tasl. Force ONE, The
AIBEMARLE, undcry his command, operated as Laboratory Ship during
the atom bomb tests (Operation CROSSROADS) at Bikini Atoll in the
Pacific, in the summer of 1946,

Detached from command of the AIBEMARLE in August 1947, he re-
ported on September 12 that ycar, to the Armed Forces Special Veap-
ong Projcet, Washington, D. C., ag Chicf of the Developmont Divi-
sion. He served in that camacity in this, the first unificd out-
it in tho Armed Forceg after unification of the scrvices, until
July 31, 1950. 1In August he reported as a student at tThe Naval War
Collesc, Mewport, Rhode Island, and completing the strategy and
Ingistics course in June 1951, was asgigned that month as Comumander
Utility Wing, Air Force, Atlantic Flect, scrving as such until
April 1952.

On April 20, 1652 ho assumed command of the USS CABOT (CVL 28)
iemaining in that command until May & of the ncxt year. 1hcen de-
tached, he reported to the Navy Dopartment, Washington, D. C., for
temporary duty in the Office of the Chief of Naval Operatlions, Dre-
paratory to assuming hie present vpost ag U. S, Naval Attache and

U. S, Naval Attache for Air, Oslo, Norway.
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In addition to the Legion of Morit and the Bronzc Star iedal,
cach with Combat "V," Captain Eckelmeyer has the Amcrican Defsnse
service Medal, Fleet Clasp: the Euronpcan-african-Middle Eastern
Campalgn Medal; the American Campaign Medal:; the World War II Vic-
tory Medal; and the National Defense Service Medal,
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