REAR ADMIRAL EDWARD WALTER EBERLE
U, S, NAVY, DRCEASED ,,,

Edward Walter Eberle, the third Chief of Naval Opcratlons, wa s
born in Denton, Texas, on August 17, 1864, Hs was appointed to the
U, S, Baval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, fron the Third District of
Arvkansss in 1881, Graduated on June 5, 1385, hoe served the two years
at sea, then required by law, beforc he was commissioned Ensign to
rank from July 1, 1887, He subsequently attained the rank of Recar
Admiral to date from September 25, 1919, and served in the temporary
rank .of Admiral from June 1921 until November 1927, when ho rovoerted
to his permanent rank of Rear Admiral., He was transferred to the
Retired List of the U, 8. Navy on August 17, 1928, in the rank of

Roar Admiral.

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1885, he had con-
secutive duty in the USS MOHICAN and USS SHENNANDOAH and while he was
aboard the latter vessel, she was assisting in mointaining troaty
obligations in the insurrection on the Isthmus of ‘Panama, He had
short duty in the RANGER from October 1886 to April 1887, and between
August and Novembor 1887, had special duty at the Naval Acadomy,

- He joilned tho U, 8, Fish Commission Steamer ALBATROSS, which in
1891, under the direction of Aloxander Agassiz, made many important
contributions to scionce by the discovery of various forms of scg life
and furnished valuable information to.hydrographers. He aided in
running lincs of soundings in tho waters of Cape Horn and thon stecamed
in northern Pacific waters sounding and charting the fishing banlis 30
that their location would be rcadily known to the fisher folk of
Alaska and the Northwest.

“From January 1891 to March of that same year he had instruction in
ordnance at the Navy Yard, Washington, D, C,, after which he joincd the
USs LANCASTER as Watch and Division Officer, In October 1893 he trans-
forred to the USS MARION to serve until 1894, when he reported for duty
at the Naval Academy. Ordercd. to the battleship OREGON in 1896, ha::
wernined at the bullder!soyords on'the  Pdeific Coast until she was :hu
vornlesioned on.July 15, of. that: year, when he J01ned.her as Turroet-
Qffleer.,

He made the farnous crulse around the Horn in the OREGON, in the
apring of 1898, and was in chargo of her forward turret during the.
Battle of Santiago, when tho Spanish Fleet made their frantic dash for
the open sea, July 4, 1898, While the OREGON was in Guantanamo Bay to
coal, he discovered from the fore-top-mast that there was great activi-
ty of Spanish soldiers at Caimanera, five miles dlstant. For lack of
propor range~finding taetics, he plotted the range from the naviga-
tional charts then used, had hig turrets crcow to go to quarters and he
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from the fore-top confirolled the fire of the turret. So accuratec was
his estimate of the range that the first shot fired struck a loaded
troop train and the railroad station, completely wrecking both and
killing many Spanish troops. he proposed plans of the Spanish to
oporato to harass the Marines, then on McCalla Hill, were comupletely
broken up by this worle,

Detachod from the OREGON in 1899, he joined the staff of Commander
in Cnhief, Asiatic Flect, as Flag Iieutenant and Acting Chief of Staff,
and so served during the Philippine revolution and the settlcment of
the insurrection, Returning to the Naval dcademy in September 1899 he
reported as Aide to the Superintendent and was in command of the ships
at that Stotion, While therc hc wrote "Guns and Torpedo Drills for the
United States Navy" - this being the first work dealing with the drlll
procedure for modern guns and torpedocs and forming the basis of d
modern naval organization and the drilll procedure now in forcc.

: He again had sea duty for a year ag Gunnery Officer of thce USS :
lNDIANA before he reported in 1902, as Aide to the Commandant of the,
New York Navy Yard, While in that assignment he served on two occa51on:
ag Alde to Admiral Lord Charles Beresford, Royal British Navy, upon his
visits to the United States, and also acted in a similar capacity dur-
ing the vigit of the Crown Prince of Siam to this country , In 1903 _
he became Aide to the Commander in Chief, U, 3, Fleet, and it was dur-
ing this tour of duty that he assisted in the cstablishment of the.
first wireless telegraph Installations on Naval vessels,

Wlth the ilnnovation of thls new means of communication whlchlbecame
50 essential to the efficiency of the modern Fleet, it was necessary :
that instructions for the operation and use of wireless be drawn up
with a view to its use in the Navy, He drew up these instructions and

devised codes to be used in the operation of wireless ashore and afloat.

In an Atlantic Fleet Scouting Sguadron, he first used wireless to ex~
pedite communication and facilitate.the operations of the Fleet,  He '
had /short duty at the Naval War College from May to October 1905, when
he ;became Recorder of the Board of Inspection and Survey, Washington,

D./C

// When Pregident Theodore Roosevelt sent the American Fleet on its
historlc voyage around the world, Rear Admiral Eberle was serving as
:Executive Officer of the USS LOUISIANA; one of the sixteen battleships
- to make the cruise. Upon the arrival of the Fleet at San Frarncisco,
California, he was detached from the LOUISIANA, and was assigned tem-
porary duty in June 1908 asg Commandant Naval Training Station, San

Francisco,
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He assumed command of the USS PENSACOLA latter in 1908, and in
1910 was transferred, in the same capacity, to ths USS MIIWAUKEE, In
April 1910, he reported as Commanding Officer of the USS WHEELING and
was Senior Officer Present in command of that-vessel and the USS PETREL
on a Gruvine around the world by way of Alaska, .2pan, the Indian'Ocean,
and the Mediterranean, Due to the opening of the Panama Canal in 1915
this eruise wasg probebly the last of such world cruises necessitating :
the passage of the Straits of Magellan or the Suez Canal to transfer
vessels from the waters of the Paclific to the Atlantic.

About this period (1910~1911) naval architects had created a new
type of war vessel - the destroyer - a speedy craft to supplant the
torpedo boat and the torpedo boat destroyers of former days, The
organization of these craft into tactical units for battle was essential
and Rear Admiral Eberle was assigned the task. The Atlantic Torpedo
Fleet was thus formed under his command, It wasg at this time that he
conceived the smoke screen tactics which have played such a part in
subsequent operations of the destroyer and which were tried out in
maneuvers against the battleships of the Atlantic Fleet off Blocl: Is-
land in 1912, Aviation was-now in its infancy in the Navy, and he used
plancs off Guantanamo, Buba, in 1913 to determine the depths at which-
gubmerged submarinegs might be detected from the air,

_ Relieved of command of the Atlantic Torpedo Fleet in June 1913,

he attended the short course at the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode
Island, and while there put on paper the mine-laying and mine-gsweeplng
tactics for use in the United States Navy. He was temporarily detailed
during the same year on a secret mission to Europe in connecvion with
the Navy and visited the capitals of soveral foreign countries. In
January 1914 he assumed command of the USS WASHINGTON, and while in
command of that armored cruilser raised the blockade which had been
established in San Domingo waters, suppressed the revolution and super-
vised the election of the new President of the country. -

Detached from the WASHINGTON in November 1914, he became- Commandant
of the Navy Yard and Superintendent of the Naval Gun Factory, Washing--
ton, D. C,, and vhile there instituted the Planning Division, He ro-
mained in that assignment until September 1915 when he reported as
Supcerintendent of the Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, He was so
serving when the United Stateg entered World War I, and as a result of
war the expansion of the Navy brought an increased need for officcr
personnel, The Navy Department placed the training of officers 1in the
hands of BRear Admiral Eberle., Not only were augmented as classcs of
Midshipmen placed in training and graduated in the shortened period of
three years but large numbers of college graduates and students as well
as competent enlisted men from the Fleets were sent to Annapolils where
they constituted Naval Reserve Officers Training Classes,
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As a result of the crcellent service to his country at Annapolls,
Rear Admiral Eperle was awardcd the Distinguishei Bervice Medal for
”exoepu$orﬂllv meritorious service of greau reapomsaibility as Supcr-
intondsnt of the U, 8, Vaval Academy,"”

In february 1719 he assumcd command of Division FIVE, Atlantie 4w
Tleet, and in August 1920 transferrcd, in the same apaclty, to Battle-
ship Dlvivlon SEVEN, U, 3, Atlantic Fleet. He served as such until
Jang 1921, and on July 5, of that year, he was designated Commndor in
Chicf, Pacific Flecet, with the rank of Admiral. His title was chmnged
on December 8, 1922, to Commander in Chief, Battle Fleet, in vicew e il
changes in organlzatlon of  Naval Forces of the United Statcs. felieved
of that command on June 30, 1923, hc served from July 21 of that yuar"
until November 1%, 1927, asg Chicf of Naval Opcrations, Navy Department,

Woshington, D, C,

He became o member of the General Board, and was Chairman of the
Excecutive Committoe of that Board at the time of hils retirement on

Xu”ust 17, 1928,

Rear #dmiral Eberle died at the Naval Hospital, waahington, D, Cuy
on July 6, 1929, and was buriled in Lrllngton,National Ceme gary, Arllng—
ten, Virglnla.

Tn addition to the Distinguished Service Medal, Rear Admiral Eberle
had the Sampson Medal; the Spanish Campailgn Medal; the Philippinc Cam-
palgn Medal; the Mexican Service Medal; and the World War I Victory
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