COMMANDER HENRY M. ELASTERLING, U. S. NAVY

Henry Mclloy Easterling was born in Monticello, Arkensas, on March 6,
1918, son of Mrs. Myrtle McCloy Fasterling and the late Mr. Bagterling. He
attended Monticello High School and entered the U. 8. Naval Adcademy, fmnapolis,
Maryland, on June 16, 1937, after enlisted service from October 13, 1935, in
the USS QUINCY and at the Naval Training Station, Horfolk, Virginia. He was
graduated with the degree of Bachelor of Science and commissioned Fnsign in the
U. S. Navy on February 1941 (course accelerated due to war emergency), and by
subsequent advancement he attained the rank of Commander to date from duly 1,
1951. Mis selection for the rank of Captain was approved on August 31, 1959,

After graduation from the Naval hdeademy in February 1941 he was ordered to
the USS MIIWAUKEE, and served as a junior officer on board that light eruiser
until June 1942, durihg which period she operated in the Caribbesn and fmerican
vaters, and later with the South Atlantic Patrol, out of Recife, Brazil. He
was then transferred to the USS STLNLEY (DD-478), for duty as Gunnery Officer,
and from October 1943 until October 1944 had similar duty on board the USS Mg
GOWAN (DD.678). During the latter period he participated in operations in the
Marlanas.and Westorn Carolines, and in the capture and occupation of Tinian,

From October 1944 until June 1945 he served as Executive Officer of the
Fleet (umnery and Torpedo Scheol, Pearl Harbor, T. H., and during the Tast Hwo
monthg of hostilities was Executive Officer of the USS THE SULIIVANS (DD-537),
being abcard when she returned tc the United States from the Pacific (Szipan
Area). Detached in November 1945, he served as Commanding Officer of the USS )
'SPANGIER (DE-696) for sixteen months, during which she performed occupation ser-
vice in the Asiatic and China Areas, November 19, 1946 to February 2, 1947, and
from May 27 to November 18, 1946, respectively.

He gerved as an Ingtruetor in Gunnery at the Naval School, General line,
Wewport, Bhode Island {later moved %o YMonterey, California) during the period
Moreh 1947 to May 1950. For five months he served as Gunnery and Readiness Of-
ficer on the Staff of Commander Carricr Division ONE, and from Octobsr 1950 to
September 1951 had similar duty on the Staff of Commander Carrier Division FIVE,
He then reported as Gummery Treining Officer for the Fleet Training Group, San
; Diego, California, and, detached from thai duty in August 1954, assumed command
: in September of the USS RENSHAW (DDE-499),

After two years in command of the RENSHAW he reported to the Staff of Com-
mander Airborne Early Warning Wing, Pacific, and in January 195€ was transferred
to the Staff of Commander Destroyer Flotilla FIVE, at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, for
duty as Chief Staff Officer.

Cormander Basterling has the American Defense Service Medal with Star; the
American Cempaign Medal; Asiatic-Facific Campeign Medal with three operaticn
stars; World War II Victory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal, Asia Clasp;
China Service Medal (extended)}; National Defense Service Medsl; Korean Service
Medal with six sters; and the United Nations Service Medsl,
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