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' LTEUTENANT COMMANDER HEYWOOD L, EDWARDS,
: U. 8, NAVY, DECEASED

: Heywood Lanc Edwards was born in San Saba, Toxas, O Novenber
9, 1905, son of Winston Chapmah Edwards, Sr,, and Mps. (Loulsc Smith)
Edwards, Hc was graduated from San Saba High School in 1922, and
on June 28 of that year chtered the U. S, Naval Academy, Annapolls,
Moryland, on appointment from the Scventoenth Congressional Distrilct
of Texas., As a Midshipman he was a momber of the Wrestling, Foot-
ball and Boxing Teams., He wasg graduated and commissioned Ensign in
tho U, S, Navy on Junc 3, 1926, and was subscquently promoted to :
Licutenant ( junilor gradej on June 3, 1929; Lieutenant, June 30, 1936;

and Lisutenant Commander, to date from August L, 1940, f

Following graduation from the Naval Academy in 1926, and a
brief course of instruction in aviation there the same summer, ho
roported to the USS FLORIDA on Septombor 15, 1926, He scrved aos a
junior officer on board that battleship until Fobruary 24, 1928,
when he returned to the Naval Academy for duty with the Olympic
Squad. On July 1l he sailod for Amgterdam, Holland, wheore as” Cap-
tain and Light Heavywclght on the 1928 0lympic Wrestling Team, he
participated in the Olympic Gamcs.

. Upon his roturn to the United States on August 22, 1928, he
roported to the USS RENO, and served consccutively in that crulser
and tho two destroycrs, USS KENNEDY and USS WILLIAM B, PRESTON, from
Soptomber 28, 1928 until January 4, 1931. At that time he was trans-
florred to the Submarine Basge, Now London, Connecticut, where he com-
pleted the course in submarine instruction, and was detached on

June 12, 1931, From June 30, that year, until May 20, 1933, he had
successive duty on board the USS BONITA, the USS BASS and the USS
BARRACUDA, units of Submarine Division TWELVE, Submarine Forco,

Retumning to the Naval Academy on June 27, 1933, he complcted
the postgraduate course at the School of the Line, and was dctached

in May 1935 with orders to tho Naval Boiler Laboratory, Phlladclphila,

Ponnsylvania, for further instruction., On June 28, 1935, he joined
the USS DETROIT, flagship of Commander Destroyers, Battle Forco, He
continuod service in that vessel until May 31, 1938, when hc was’
detached for a tour of duty at thce Norfolk Navy Yard, Portamouth,
Virginia, which he comploted on April 1, 1940,

on April 6, 1940, ho assumed command of tho USS REUBEN JAMES,
a0 destroyer oporating in that Atlantic. The REUBEN JAMES was sunk
on the night of Octobor 30-31, 1941, by torpedo, while convoying in .
tho North Atlantic, west of Icoland, Licutenant Commander Edwards,
hor Commanding Officcr, and séveral other officers were gilven up as
lost aftor an intonsive scarch of the area, durlng which forty-silx

mon wore rcsoued.

Licutenant Commander Edwards was posthumous ly aWarded the
Purple Heart Modal, and wasg ontitled to the Amcrican Deflense Sorviece

Mcdal, Fleet Clasgsp.
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: The USS HEYWOOD L. EDWARDS was commissioned on January 26, 1944,
and in nincteen months of brilliant combat sorvice in the Pacifis -
during World War IT, partlcipated in the Salpan-Tinian opcrationd,
May 29 to July 29, 1944; Palau; September 5 to 29, 1944; the Battle
#61r Surigao Strait, October 24-25, 1944; Iwo Jima, February 10 to

%7, 1945; and the Okinawa campalgn from March 21 to July 20, 1945,
Ror outstanding heroism" during those perlods against enemy Japanese
in World War II, that destroyer was awarded the Navy Unit Commenda-:
-ion by Secretary of the Navy Jameg Forrestal, which concludos with;
"Superbly handled by valiant officers and mon, the HEYWOOD L, EDWARDS
rondered distinctive service, sustalning and @qhancing the finest

traditions of the United Statos Naval Scrvice.'
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