CAPTAIN WILLIE MILLS DICKEY, U, S. NAVY

Born in Rusk, Texas, on May 31, 1911, Captain Dickey was
graduated from the Naval Academy in. 1934 and became a Naval Avi-
ator in 1941. Prior to World War IT he served at sea in the
cruisers NORTHAMPTON and SALT ILAKE CITY, and the destroyer ZANE,
his primary duties in gunnery, engineering and communications.

Tn May 1941 he was assigned to Patrol Squadron 42, and after the
outbreak of war continued duty as Material Officer, Flight Officer
and finally Executive Officer while that squadron operated from
Seattle, Alaska, and Whidbey Island.

He was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross for "“heroisn
and extraordinary achlevement in aerial flight as Commander of &
Patrol Plane in Patrol Wing FOUR, in action against emeny Japanese
forces 1in the vicinity of the aAleutian Islands during June 1042
"; and 1s entitled to the Ribbon for the Navy Unit Commendation

a3

avardsd Patrol Squadron %2,

In March 1943 he reported.to Fleet Air Wing FOURTEEN, and
after various brief assignments, including fitting out duty in
the U35 WHITE PLATINS, he served from November 1943 throughout
the remaining war period on board that aircraft carrier escort
vessel in the Pacific, first as Air Officer, later as Executive
Officer. As such he participated in the cccupation of Kwajalein
and Majuro, capture and occupation of Saipan, Tinlan, and the
Southern Palau Islands, and in the Leyte landings, and is there-
fore entitled to the Ribbon with Star for the ‘Presidential Unit
Cltation awarded Task.Unit 77.4.3, with which the WHITE PL.IVS
¥as serving during this peried. He was in the WHITE PLAINS when
damaged by an 18Y salvo when our escort carriers were under fire
by a Japanese surface force which glipped through San Bernadino
Straits 1n a phise of the Battle of Leyte Gulf. ' '

In November 1945 he reported for duty as Executive Officer
of the Navy's Pre-Flight School at St. Mary's College, and was in
command for six weeks before the school was decommissioned on
June 30, 1946. 1In August of that year he became Commanding
Officer and Executive Officer of the USS SAN JACINTO (CVL-30)
ICIR, assigned to the Alameda Group, Pacific Reserve Fleet, and
in January 1947 assumed additional duty as Commander Sub-Group
ONE, Alameda Group when the organization was changed.

From March 1948 to Wovember 1949 he served successively as
Executive Officer of the Naval Air Station, Agana, Guam, and
Tanapag, Salpan, with additional duty as Chief Staff 0fficer,
Island Command, Saipan, ecd {briefly) Commanding Officer, Naval
4ir Station, Tanapag. A tour of duty as Executive Officer, NROTC,
and Assoclate Professor of Naval Science at the University of
Kansas, preceded his assignment in June 1952 as Chief Staff
Officer to Commander U, S, Naval Activities, Port Lyautey, French
Morocco. oL -
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In November 1953 he was ordered to the National Security
Agency, Washington, D. C., and a year later was transferred %to
the 0ffice of the Chief of Naval Operations, Navy Department.
Under orders of September 19, 1956, he commanded the Naval Sup-
port Units, Antarctica, in the Navy's Operation DEEP FREEZE
until November 28, 1957. He next served on the Staff of Com-
mander Naval Support Force, Antarctica at the Headquarters in
Washington, D. C., and in July 1958 was ordered tc duty as Dis-
trict Inspector General, First Naval District, with headguarters
in Boston Massachusetts, = = : ' '
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PERSONAL DATA:

Education: Rusk High School; Marion Military Institute,
Marion, Ala.; U. S, Naval Academy (BS 1934); Flight Train-
ing, NAS, Pensacola, Fla. (NA, 4/8/41) o -

PROMOTIONS:

Commissioned Ensign, 5/31/34
Lieutenant (jeg), 6/1/37
Lieutenant, 7/1/41

Lt, Commander, 3/1/43
Commander, 2/1/44 :
Captain, 7/1/53

DECORATIONS & MEDALS:

Distinguished Flying Cross

- Letter of Commendation (SccNav) {with Ribbon)
Presidential Unit Citation Ribbon
Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon
~American Defense Service Medal, with star
“American Campalgn Medal
Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, silver star (5 operations)
‘World War IT Victory Medal
Natlonal Defense Service Medal
Philippine Liberation Ribbon, one bronze star
Expert Pistol Shot Medal IR -

CITATIONS:

Distinguished Flying Cross: "For heroism and extraordinary
achlevement in aerial flight as Commander of a Patrol Plane 1in
Patrol Wing FOUR, in action against enemy Japanese forces in the
vicinity of the Aleutian Tslands, during June 1942, Participating
in numerous all-night patrols, scouting missions and strikes
against shipping in Kiska Harbor during a period of extremely
adverse weather, Commander Dickey carried out his assignments with
skill in the face of antiaircraft fire and aerial opposition,
theﬁeby contributing materially to the success of his squadron
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Letter of Commendation: "For outstanding performance of
duty as Commander, Naval Support Units, Antarctica, with the
United States Support Force, Antarctica, during Operation DEEP
FREEZE II and III from January 30 to November 28, 1957. Directly
responsible for the seven bases established on the Antarctic
Continent for the support of scientific research in the Interna-
tional Geophysical Year, Captain Dickey was sminently successful
in carrying out his responsibilities throughout this period. An
outstanding leader and diplomat, he was instrumental in solving
many prcoblems arising from adverse wveather, limited supplies and
personnel, and station security. 1In addition, he insured for the
United States"the good will of all the forelgn stations in

Antarctica,..

' The Presidential Unit Citation, with bronze star, was awarded
the USS WHITE PLAINS as a part of Task Unit 77.4.3, for action
on October 25, 1944, off Samar Island, Philippine Islands,

The Navy Unit Commendation was awarded Patrol Squadron 42
for operations in the Northern Asiatic-Pacific Area from June 1

to August 1, 19k2,
CLUBS AND ORGANIZATTIONS:

Menber of the Xiwanis Club at Lawrence, Kansas 1950-52;
Member of the Shrine.

CHRONOLOGICAL TRANSCRIPT OF SERVICE:

Jul 1934 - Apr 1935 USS NORTHAMPTON ({CA-26) (Gunnery Div. JoO)
Apr 1935 - Dec 1936 USS ZANE (DD 337) (Communications 20 mo ;
Engineer, 1 mo.)
Jan 1937 - Aug 1937 Naval Air Station, Pensacola, Florida
(Student NA)
Aug 1937 - Sep 1937 USS HENDERSON - 00D Watch
Nov 1937 - Sep 19%0 USS SALT LAKE CITY (CA-25) - Asst 1st Lt.
and DCO, Gunnery Div 0Off,
Oct 1940 - May 1941 NAS, Pensacola (Student HA)
May 1941 - Mar 1943 VP-h2, Seattle, Alaska, Whidbey Is.
: Material Off,, 9 mo.; Flight Off., 9 mo. ;
Executive Off., 6 wmo,
Mar 1943 - Nov 1943 Miscellaneous Reported to FAW FOURTEEN,
awvalting assignment;
6/13 reported NAS, Seattle, conn. conversion
USS CORAL SEA
6/26 reported Fire Fighting School, Port
Orchard
7/2 reported NAS, Astoria
9/16 reported CVE Pre-Commissioning detail,
Astoria: (USS WHITE PLAINS)



USN

16/27 reported ComFair West Coast, and to
MISSION BAY (cruise)

USS WHITE PLAINS - Alr Officer, 8 mo.; Exec.
off. I4 mo,

U, 3. Naval Pre-Flight School 3t. Mary's
College, Exec, Off.,; C.0. and Exec, from
5/15 to 6/30/46, when de-commissioned
school

Reported NAS, Livermore (td)

1948 Alameda Group, PacResFleet, as CO, and X0 of

Capt, W. M. Dickey,
Noﬁ 1943 - Sep 1945
Nov 1945 - Jun 1946
Jun 1946 - Aug 1946
Aug 1946 - Mar

Mar 1948 - Nov 1949
Jan 1950 - Jun 19852
Jun 1952 -

Ordered

Nov 9, 1953

Nov 17, 1954

Dec 1956 - Nov 1957
Jan 1, 1958
Jul 31 1958 (orders) First Naval District, Boston, Mass. (District

USS SAN JACINTO, ICIR. Addu 1/13/47 as
Cdr. Sub Group ONE, Alameda Group; 6/28/47,
as X0, Sub Group ONE; 57/21/47, as Chief
Staff Officer, Alameda Group, PacResFleet

X0, NAS, Agena, Guam; 10/4/48, X0, NAS,
Tanapag, Saipan; 5/1/49, addu as CS0,
Island Command {(rel det 6/10/49)

University of Kansas, Lawrence; X0, NROTCU,
and Asso Prof., of Naval Science

Chief Staff officer, Staff of Cdr. U. 8. Naval
Activities, Port Lyautey, French Morocco

National Security Agency, Washington, D. C,

0ffice of the Chief of Naval Operations,
Washlngton, D. C.

Cdr., Naval Support Units, Antarctica

Starf, Cdr. Naval Support Force, Antarctica

Inspector General)
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