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CAPTAIK IRVIR L. DEW, U, S, MA"Y

Irvin Lowell Dew was born in Aberdeen, South Dakota, on August 29,
1910, son of Irvin A, and Clara Jordan Dew. He attended Medford, Oregon,
High School prior to his appointment to the U, S. Naval Academy, Annapolis,
Maryland, in 1929. Upon graduation in June 1933 he returned home (commis-
sions being limited that year, due to previous legislation) and on October 23,
1933, was commissioned Ensign in the U. S. Naval Reserve. On July 12, 1934,
he was commissioned Ensign in the U, S. Navy, and subsequently advanced to
the rank of Captain, to ¢ate from July 1, 1952,

On July 24, 1934, he reported to the USS TRENTON, and from September
of that year until January 1937 served on board the USS RICHMOND as a junior
Watch and Division Officer and Signal Officer, and during that period had
practical instruction in Engineering. He was a student at the Naval Air Sta-
tion, Pensacola, Florida, the next year, and on February 11, 1938 was desig-
nated Naval fviator., Detached with orders to the USS COLORADO, he served as
an aviator on that battleship, attached to Observation Squadron 4, and in May
1939 was transferred to the USS SARATOGA, for duty first with Fighting Squad-
ron 2, and from September 1939 to September 1940 as Gunnery Officer of Scout-
ing Squadron 3.

In October 1940 he reported to the Naval Air Station, Jacksonville,
Florida, where he was scrving as a flight instructor at the outbreak of World
War II in December 1941. He remained there until June 1942, when he was or-
dered to the Caribbean Area for duty on the Staff (Operations) of the Comman-
der Caribbean Sea Frontier, Headquarters at San Juan, Puerto Rico. Hc agsis-
ted in fitting out Bombing Squadron 27 in June and July 1943, served briefly
with Bombing Squadron 28 at Norfolk, Virginia, and from August 1943 until April
1944 commanded Bombing Squadron 15, of the Naval Air Force, Atlantic Fleet.

He attended the Army and Navy War College in the summer of 1944, and
from October of that yoar.until December 1945, during the latter period of the
war, served on the Staff of the Commander Escort Carrier Force, Pacific Fleet.
He is entitled to the Ribbons for the Presidential Unit Citation to the USS
NATOMA BAY and the Navy Unit Commendation to the USS MAKIN ISLAND. He received
a Letter of Commendation from the Commander SEVENTH Fleet for his personal ser-
vice at Luzon, Philippine Islands, and was awarded the legion of Merit, with
the following citation:

"For exceptionally meritorious conduct...as Force Air Operations and
Gunnery Officer for the Commander Escort Carrier Force, U, S. Pacific Fleet,
during the Okinawa Campaign; and as Force Navigation, Logistics and Gunnery
Officer on this staff during the Iwo Jima operation, from January to June 1945.
Demonstrating a thorough knowledge of his numerous and complex duties, Comman-
der Dew capably planned and coordinated the supply and logistics of the many
ships of the force, enabling these ships to maintain their fighting efficiency
at a high level. During the prolonged and complex action at Okinawa, he was
responsible for the organization and control of air support operations and, at
all times, maintained an adequate supply of proper ammunition and weapon fu-
zes...contributing materially to the success of these campaigns..."
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During the post-war pcriod, from Jamuary 1946 until November 1948, he had
sucecessive duty as Exccutive Officer at the Naval Alr Station, Fort Lauderdale,
Florida; as Superintcndent of Training at the Naval Muxiliary Air Station, Cecil
Field, Florida; and as Exccutive Officer of the Naval ‘uxiliary /ir Station, Mon-
terey, California. From December 1948 until July 1950 he was at sea, serving as
Executive Officer of the USS WRIGHT (CVI-49), and the next year was a student at
the Naval Wnr College, Newport, Rhode Island, where he completed the Logisties

course in June 1951,

AMfter two years' duty as Chief Staff Officer to Cormander Fleet Logistic
Mr Wing, Atlantic/Continental, he was ordered to the Navy Department, Washington,
D. C., for duty as Hoad of the Civil Aviation liaison Branch of the Flight Ser-
vices Division, On July 5, 1955, he was ordered detached for duty as Commanding
Officer, Air Transport Squadron 3, and two years later was transferred to the
Staff of the Supreme A1lied Cormander, Atlantic, Under ordérs of lugust 20,1958,
he later assuned command of the USS BOXER (CVS-21) and, after a year at sea had
a tour of duty in the Office of the Chief of Naval Opcerations, Navy Department,
Washington, D. C.

On September 8, 1961, he was ordered detached and to duty as Chief of
Staff and Aide to the Commander, SECOND fleet.

In addition to the ILegion of Merit, Cormendaticn Ribbon, Presidential
Unit Citation Ribbon and Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon, Captain Dew hag the Amer-
ican Defense Scrvice Medal; American Canpaign Medal; flsiatic-Pacific Campaign
Medal with four operation stars; the World War II Victory Medal; Navy Occupation
Service Medal, Asia Clasp; National Defense Service Medal; and Philippine Libera-
tion Ribbon with one star. v
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