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REAR ADVIRAL FRANK CARL LOUIS DETTMAM, oy Uil

UNITED STATES NaVY, RETIRED Serwuy

Frank Carl Louis Dettman was born in Cleveland, Ohio, May 12,
1897, He graduated from East Technical High School in his native
city before his appointmen$t to the United States Naval Academy, Anna-—
polis, Maryland, from the Twelfth District of Ohio in June, 1916,
While a micdshipman he had duty with the Atlantic Fleet during World
War I. Graduated and commissioned Ensign with the Class of 1220 on
June 7, 1819, he was prouoted in the grades, attaining the rank of
Captain to date from august 7, 1947, He was transfcrred to the Re-
tired List of the Navy on June 30, 1950 and advanced to Rear Admiral
on the basis of combat awards.

He remained at the Naval academy on duty after graduation until
October, 1219, when he joined the U35 PUEBLO, and served aboard that
cruiser until May, 1920. He then served at the Navy Yard, New York
for four months before Joining the USS TENNESSEE in September, 1920.
Thercafter he served consccutively in the WILLIAM JONEB, FULLER,
FARQUHAR, and ARGONNE, until December, 1922, He was assigned in
January, 1923 to the USS CHEWINK for submarine instruction, and was
a qualified submariner in June, 1924, He scrved aboard the USS 5.8
from August, 1923 to May, 1926. That submarine was a unit of Sub-
marine Division 12, Submarine Divisions, Battle Flect,

In Junc, 1926 he entered the Postgraduate Sehool, Annapellis, for
instruction in Enginsering, after a year he reported to the Tuird
Naval District, New York, New York, attended the Columbia University
and completed the course in Diesel Engineering in Junc, 1928, He was
detached the following September, and assumed command of the USS 5-18,
with Submarine Division 4, Control Force, opcrating in the Atlantic,
In December, 1930 he transferred to command of the R-3, at New London,
Connceticut, and served until June, 1931 when he was relieved of

commande

From July, 1931 to October, 1933 he was attached to the Indus-
trial Department, Navy Yard, Portsmouth, New Hampshire. after scrving
from October, 1933 to January, 1934 at Headquarters,Third Naval Dis-
trict, he was assigned to the USS NEW ORLEANS of Cruiser Division 6,
Scouting Force, on the west coast, and had duty aboard until Junec,
1237, Hc was then ordered to the Submarine Base, New London, Con-
necticut, where he served until May, 1939.

After serving in the destroyer tcnder MELVILLE for six months,
he was assigned to the USS HOLLAND, submarine tender with the Battle
Force in thce Pacific, and served as Repair Officer from January, 1940
to August, 1942. Throughout the war he was assigncd to submarine
maintenance duty. awarded the Gold Star in lieu of a second Bronze
Star Medal with combat distinguishing device, V, he was cited "For
meritorious achievement as Repair Officer of the USS HOLLAND in
action against enemy Japanese forces during extended withdrawal from
Manila, Philippine Islands to Australia from December 8, 1941 to
March 15, 1942, . « . <48 head of the Repalr Department he directed
the overhaul and refueling of more than twlce as many submarines as
the HOLLAND shops were designed to tend., . . "
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Reporting to the Navy Department, Washington, D.C., in August, 1942,
he was attached to the Bureau of Ships untll December of that year.
He was then ordered to San Franclsco, California, and served two years
in the Office of the Assistant Industrial Manager, U.,S. Naval Base,

When detached from shore duty, he served consecutively:'from Jan-
uary, 1945 with Submarine Sqguadron 4, six months, and Submarine Squad-
ron 10, three months. He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal with Com-
bat V, the citation stating: "For meritorious service as Engineer -
of Submarine Squadron FOUR durling opcrations against the eneny
Japanese forces in the Pacific Ocean area from January, 1945, to May
1945, and as Engineer of Submarine Squadron TEN from June, 19485, to
September 2, 1945, Accurately solving submarine material problens,
(he) contributed directly to the success of our underscas craft in
destroying many thousands of tons of hostlle shipping during long
periods of intensive submarine warfare. . . .

Returning to the West Coast, he served nine months in the Offlce
of the Comnmander Submarine Force, Pacific Fleet Administration, Mare
Island, California, In July, 1946 he was ordered to report to the
Navy Department, where he served until April, 1947 as a member of the
Board of Inspection and Survey, Office of Chief of Naval Opecrations.

At that time he transferred to the Bureau of Ships, and was attathed
to .the Internal Combuetion Engines Branch as Assistant Liaisen Officer.
He was so serving when relieved of active duty pending his retirement
on June 30, 1S90,

In addition to the Bronze Star Medal and Gold Star in lieu of a
second Bronze Star Medal with Coubat V, Rear Admiral Dettmann has the
World War I Victory Medal, American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp,
American Campailgn Medal, asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, and World War
II Victory Medal.
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