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BRIEF BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
ON
ADMIRAL ROBERT LEE DENNISON, U. S. NAVY, RETIRED

i FAMILY

Admirsl Robert Lee Dennison was born in Warren, Pennsylvania, on
13 April 1901, son of Ludo W. and Florence (Lee) Dennison. |,

EDUCATION

' He attended Kiskiminetas School, in Saltsburg, Pennsylvania, and
: was graduated from the U, S, Naval Academy with the Class of 1923, He
| completed the postgraduate course in diesel engineering at the Naval

i Postgraduate School, Annapolis, Maryland, in 1929 and in 1930 received
i the degree of Master of Science from Pennsylvania State College. The
i : degree of Doctor of Engineering was awarded him by the Johns Hopkins

3 University, Baltimore, Maryland, in 1935,

i

NAVAL CAREER:

i His Tirst duty after graduation was as & junior officer in the

? battleship ARKANSAS., 1In 1925 he qualified as a submariner following

: submarine training at New London, Connecticut, and then joined the sub-
marine S-8. From 1930 to 1941 he had duty afloat in the cruiser CHESTER,
commanded the rescue vessel ORTOLAN, was Commanding Officer of the sube
marine CUTTLEFISH, and also commanded the destroyer JOHN D, FORD, This
extended sea service was interrupted with two assignments ashore, one

- between 1933 and 1935 at the Engineering Experiment Station, Annapolis,
Maryland, the second during 1938 and 1939, as Assistant Naval Inspector
of Machinery at the Electric Boat Company, New London Ship and Engine
Works, Groton, Connecticut.
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i : Prior to and after the outbreak of World War II, he served on the
staff of the Commander in Chief, Asiatic Fleet, and in this assignment
: . took part in the early war against the Jspanese during the campaigns
3 in the Philippines and East Indies. In the winter of 1942 he became
% . Chief of Staff to Commander Allied Naval Forces, East Australia, with
similar duty on the staff of Commander Submarines, East Australia. De-
tached in August 1942, he became Chief of Staff to Commander Amphibious
Force, Pacific Fleet (later NINTH Amphibious Force), participating in
the selzure and occupation of Attu and Kiska in the Aleutians.

] : In these responsible duties he was in charge of the planning and
execution of assigned missions, working tirelessly handling the various
tactical problems with great skill. During the Attu assault, he super-
vised the successful execution of the plan which enabled our forces to
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carry out the attacks without loss of any naval ships or personnel,
For exceptional conduct while in Australia, and later at sea in the
Aleutians Area, he was awarded the Legion of Merit,

Later in 1943 he returned to shore duty, and in the rank of Cap-
tain was assigned to the Joint War Plans Committee for the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, also serving with distinction as Special Advisor to the Under
Secretary of the Navy. During 1946 and 1947 he had duty as Assistant
Chief of Naval Operations for Politico Military Affairs, where his ser-
vices in connection with the ecoordination of foreign rolicy and naval
policy prior to and subsequent to the end of hostilitles were performed
in such a manner as to reflect great credit upon himself and the Naval
Service. He was awarded a Gold Star in lieu of a Second Legion of
Merit for outstanding service in this field.

He had command of the USS MISSOURI during the period March 1947
until February 1948, when he reported in the highly responsible and
distinguished assignment of Naval Aide to the President of the United

. Btates, and was so serving when promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral.

In February 1953 he became Commander Cruiser Division FOUR, operating
in the Atlantic, and in Jamuary 1954 he was detashed for duty as Direc-
tor of the Strategic Plans Division, Office of the Chief of Naval Opera=
tlons, Navy Department. There he had additionzl duty from November 1L,
1055 until .June 1956 s Assistant Chie® of Naval Operations (Flans aud
Policy). :

From June 18, 1956 to July 21, 1958, in the rank of Vice Admiral,
he was in command of the FIRST Fleet. Upon relinquishing that command,
he returned to the Navy Department, where he served as Deputy Chief of
Naval Operations (Plans and Policy). On March 31, 1959 he reported,
in the rank of Admiral, as Commander in Chief Naval Forces, Eastern
Atlantic and Mediterranean and in February 1960 became Commander in
Chief, Atlantic and U, S, Atlantic Fleet and Supreme Allied Commander,
Atlantic. '"For exceptionally meritorious conduct,..” in that capacity,
he was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal, On May 1, 1963 he was
transferred to the Retired List of the U. 8. Navy.

DECORATIONS -AND MEDALS

Distinguished Service Medal; Legion of Merit with Gold Star; Army
Distinguished Unit Emblem (defense of Philippines in December 19k1);
Nevy Unit Commendation Ribbon (USS PENNSYLVANIA, Aleutians Campaign);
Order of Naval Merit (Commander) by Government of Brazil; Order of
Crown (Cross of* Commander) by Belgiumg Honorary Officer in the Order of

" the British Empire, by Great Britain. He has also been recommended for

the following decorations:
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Order of Naval Merit (Grand Officer) by Brazil; Legion of Honor
(Conmander) by the Republic of France; Order of Military Merit, First
Class, by the Government of Cuba; and the Order of Orange-Nassau (Grand
Officer) by the Government of The Netherlands.

Americen Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; American Campaign
Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal, with two operation stars; World
War II Victory Medal; National Defense Service Medal; and the Philip-
pine Defense Ribbon with one bronze star,

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

Admiral Dennison is a member of the Army-Navy Club of Washington,
D. C.; New York Yacht Club; and the Society of Sigma X1.
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NAVY - Office of Information
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